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„We have never planned to act against the interests of any country. 
 

We wish to renew our good relationship with India” 
 

-Tamil Eelam National leader in his annual Heroes’ Day statement on 27 November 2008- 
 
 
 
The leader of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), V. Pirapaharan, in his annual 
Heroes’ Day statement said that the LTTE has never stood in the way of the national, 
geopolitical, or economic welfare of any other country and added that the profound 
aspirations of the Tamil people too are not harmful to the welfare of any country or its 
people. He further said that during the long struggle waged by the LTTE it has never 
planned to act against any country. He appealed to the countries that have banned the 
LTTE to remove this ban. 
 
He said that though the LTTE adopted the armed struggle, it has always wished to solve 
the Tamil national problem through peaceful means. He said, “We have never been 
against adopting peaceful means and we have never hesitated to take part in peace talks.” 
 
He said that trials and tribulations that LTTE faces now are neither new nor 
insurmountable to the movement and expressed confidence that the challenges will be 
defeated with the overwhelming strength of the people. 
 
He went on at length on the relationship of the LTTE with India. He said, “Great changes 
are taking place in India. The voices of support for our struggle that were stifled are again 
being heard loudly.” He expressed his desire for the renewal of good relationship with 
India. 
 
Expressing his gratitude to the people of India he said, “Not withstanding the dividing sea, 
Tamil Nadu, with its perfect understanding of our plight, has taken heart to rise on behalf of 
our people at this hour of need. This timely intervention has gratified the people of Tamil 
Eelam and our freedom movement and given us a sense of relief. I wish to express my 
love and gratitude at this juncture to the people and leaders of Tamil Nadu and the leaders 
of India for the voice of support and love they have extended.” 
 
He also appealed to the Indian government to take constructive actions to remove the ban 
which remains a stumbling block for the good relationship between India and the LTTE. 
 
He also commended the younger generation of the Diaspora for its earnest contribution for 
the freedom of the Tamil nation. 
 
 
The full text of the official translation of his speech follows: 
 
 
 


