Massacres of Tamils

1956 - 2008

NESOHR

North-East Secretariat On Human Rights
www.nesohr.org




Acknowledgements

A work such as this involves innumerable people whose contributions
authenticated as well as enriched this book. It is impossible to name them all
in this acknowledgementWe, therefore, have avoided naming the
contributors.

Special thanks to thet&istical Centre for North East (SNE) for initiating a
large scale data collection project in 2003. Majority of the information and
photographs for this book is drawn from tinéormation collected through

this project. SNE staff also prepared the maps and the initial-wgité\s

part of this large scale project, senior school students, university students
from Jaffna and Eastern Universities, and many others went from house to
house meticulously gathering and recording detailed data. University staffs
gave advice on executing this project. Thanks are due to them all.

Events which occurred several decades earlier were not only sourced from
other publications and oral statemgendtf eyewitnesses but were also
collated from the private notes of dedicated individuals who had maintained
hand written notes. Thanks are due to the eyewitnesses who spoke out and
these individuals who carefully kept notes. Younger members of the Tamil
Diaspora also pitched in at various phases of this project and thanks are due
them. Several well informed scholars read the material in this book and
pointed out omissions and suggested improvements. They are also thanked
for their help. SNE thanks all ofsi staffs and everyone else who helped
towards this project.

Over the years a dedicated webteam has provided free expertise for the
maintenarce of the NESOHR website which helped to initially publicise
this work. Thanks are due to them.

NESOHR also thdes of its staffs and volunteers who contributed towards
this book.

MANITHAM group situated inTamilnadulndia must be thanked for their
enthusiasm and hard work to bring this out as a bewx#luding the
massacres committed by the Indian forddsanks arealso due to the Delhi
Tamil Students Union for bringing out the massacres committed by the
Indian forces between 198R89 as a booklet.



Cover Design: Nandha Kandasamy

First Edition in English 8 2010

Copy Rights@ North-East SecretariatOn Human Rights (NESOHR

All rights for Reprints or further Editions of the contents of this book
is reserved except for reproduction in parts, for non-commercial
purposes, without modification and wit h due acknowlegement to
NESOHR .



This Book is dedicated to the thousands of Eelam Tamils who lost
their life at the hands of the Sri Lankan and Indian State Armed
Forces.









Massacres of Tails

Introduction

The Sri Lankan State sponsoreidlence against the Tamil people in the
island of Sri Lanka has a wetong history. A startling aspect of this State
violence is the large scale massacres of Tamils. Some of them are so
spectacular that they are etched in the Tamil psyche. Prior to the signing of
the internationally brokeredrebruary 2002 ceasefire agreemehere have

been hundreds of such massacres. After a two year lull, the violent
campaign by the military was-taunched in 2004. This report documents a
selected number the massaatasing these two periods ending at the end of
2008.

The events of arly 2009 that are the subject of many war crimes
investigationsNESOHR was forced to stop functioning in Vanni by the end
of 2008 due to the prevailing situation of massive displacement and
incessant and indiscriminate artillery attacks and aerial bamnizarts.We
therefore did not collect on the speports of the events in 2009. We have
added a very brief note and some pictures from this period at the end.

From 19871989 the Indian forces that were stationed in the Tamil
homeland were also respongilibr a large number of massacres. These are
also documented parately at the end of the book as Part .

Background

As the instances of large scale massacres reported in this book
demonstrates, Tamil were subjectedgenocideby the Sri Lankan State
long before a single shot was fired by a Tamil militant against the Sri
Lankan Stateds arweesednlyfagpartcobtbis gendade s acr e s
program carried out by the Sri Lankan State against the Tamils. Huge
swaths of land that traditionally belongéal the Tamils were settled by
Sinhala people who were brought there from faraway places in the Sinhala
areasThe motive behind many of the massacres described here was to evict
the Tamils from their land in order to colonise it with Sinhala people.
Upcourtry Tamils were disenfranchised en masse Bauhils werestripped

of their langage rights.

The problems came to the fore after the British colonial powers withdrew
from the island in 1948 giving it a unitary constitution. In effect this
constitution haded over the power to the Sinhala majority. It is this unitary
constitution and the power in the hands of the Sinhalese that lead to the
unrestrained violence against the Tamils and large scale violations of their
basic human rights.
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The island was undethree consecutive colonial rulers the Portuguese,
Dutch and the British since the 16th century. Documented history during
these three periods reveals that the colonial rulers maintained a separation of
the Tamil and Sinhala communities in their admintsteasystems. This
separation was eventually eroded by the final constitution left by the last
colonial ruler, Britain. This constitution was opposed by the Tamils even at
that time.

The first victims of the Sinhala majoritarianism were the Tamil plamtat
workers in the central regions of the island. These Tamils were brought
from India by the British colonial rulers to work in the tea plantations that
they have started. A million of this working people, contributing to the
prosperity of the island fanore than a century, were disenfranchised by an
infamous law in 1949.

This was soon followed by the 6éSinhala o
Tamil speaking people stripped of their right to use their language in their

jobs, in their courts, and in thesommunications with the State. The sense

of alienation from the State was further intensified when Tamils were faced

with discrimination in education and jobs as well.

Since the British left the island, Tamil political representatives have
negotiated wh successive governments to draw up new models of
governance that will give some powers to the Tamil areas to manage their
own affairs. However, the two major political parties that dominated the
politics of the Sinhala people fed on the ardmil sentinents of the
Sinhala people to gain votes among them. In other words whenever the
party in power came to a negotiated agreement with Tamil representatives
for power sharing, the Sinhala party in opposition would whip up the
animosity of the Sinhala peopleyanst the Tamils forcing the party in
power to abrogate the agreement.

This violence, land grab, discrimination and abrogated agreements lead the

Tami | youth of the 197006s to take wup arn
Tamil Eelam The nearly thirty year history since the armed struggle was

launched by the Tamil youth for an independ&mimil Eelamis also

scattered with many peace negotiations between the Sri Lankan Government

and the Tamil political and militant group$he last of which was the

internationally brokered 2002 ceasefire agreement. All of these agreements

broke down due to the intransigence of the Sinhala leaders and their polity.

The struggle by the Tamils continues.

The history of the Tamil and Sinhala people prior to the arrivathef
colonial powers more than 500 years ago, is marred in controversy. At the
root of this confusion is a Sinhala Buddhist tealed Mahavamsa, written
around600 CE ago. Early western historians, in the absence of any other
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evidence, taking much of thiext to be true, propagated theories based on

them. This text was further reinterpreted in the 20th century by Buddhist
revivalists. In their reinterpretation the Tamil presence in the island was
relegated as late coming invaders and it also elevateSitihala people as

the rightful owners of the island. This has had profound effect on the
thinking of the contemporary Sinhala people leading to their intransigence
to share power with the Tamils.

Recentarchaeologicakesearch in the Tamil homeland h&sotvn much

light on the presence of a civilization in this island several millenniums ago
and predating the arrival of Buddhism in this island. Tdmshaeological
evidence show much in common with what has been unearthed in
Tamilnadu in India. They haveethonstrated the presence of Tamil people
in this island for several millenniums. A lot more linguistic and
archaeologicalesearch needs to be done to map the development of the
Tamil and Sinhala people as well as the Muslim people in this island.
However,there is no doubt that the Tamil and Sinhala peoples lived in this
island for several thousand years.

Data Collection and reporting details

Each of the selected massacres is described briefly. The circupsstanc
surrounding the massacra) eyewitnesaccountwhere ever possiblend
available names of those killed are also includéidis important to
remember that the eye witnesses only report what they saw. In reality one
eye witness sees only a small part of the larger atrocity that is planned and
carried outby the State forces.

The data collectiorfor what is described in this book has two distinct
phases. The first phase was conducted mostly during the first two years after
the 2002 ceasefire agreement, which waasnall window of time without

the pervasive fear created by the military in the Tamil homeland. This phase
was startedy SNE prior to the launch of NESOHRata collectors were
employed on contract basis. A university graduate was appointed as the
coordinator for each district. Permiss was obtained from th®istrict
Secretariat and the help of the GraBevakar was soughtn aldition to
collectingdataon victims,affidavits were collected from families

The questioner used to collect data is a table printed over both sides of a
large sheet of paper with 21 columns in it. Data on each affected person is
entered in one row. The columns in the table are, 1) Row number; 2) Full
name of informant; 3) Full name of affected person; 4) Relationship to
informant; 5) Age of the affected gan at the time of incident; 6)Sex; 7)
Permanent address; 8) Temporary address; 9)Location of incident; 10)Year
of incident; 11)Occupation of the affected person at the time of incident; 12)
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Number of dependents on the affected person under the age oftHat a
time; 13) Incident on Land or Sea; 14) In what form the person is affected;
15) What type of violence was used; 16) Offender; 17) Occasion of arrest;
18) Occasion of disappearance; 19) Type of limb lost; 20) Other type of
injury; 21) Notes.

All of this data collection maintained in Vanni was lasta result of the
2009 destructionThis book is based on the reports in the NESOHR website
that has survived the destructidn. the description of the massacres that
occurred prior to 2002, a mapirgcluded pinpointing the exact location of
the incidentLocal peopleeemembeed many of the massacres prior to 2002
by building a monument for those killed. Pictures of some of these
monuments are also included in the pages.

For the massacres that occuradter 2002, the data collection was carried
out on the spot. As such there were difficulties in collecting data about some
of the incidents that occurred in the Sri Lankan military areas. Many such
incidents are missing from this report. Maps are also pmovided for
incidents that occurred in this period due to time constraints. People have
not yet had a chance to build monuments for tnegssacres.Hus there are

no photos of monuments for the massacres of this peoghoto of the
incident or a phi of the victims is provided for these cases.

Large scale displacement had taken place among the Tamil community
since t he brefdreethisrepart@d@ukiat incllideincidents that
were witnessed byhose who have moved to places outside thenil
homeland. Also missing are information about families thaevkdled en
masse because no one is left in the villages to report about them.

Detailed eporting of the events of 2009 leading to the largest ever massacre
of Tamil civilians during the scond week oMay 2009 is presently beyond

the capacity of NESOHR, which ceased to function by January 2009 due to
the prevailing situation in Vanni. Aavourableenvironment in the Tamil
homeland is needed &xcuratelydocumenthe events itthis period Efforts

by other groups are, however, underway to map the incidents in this period
based on whatever sources availalflaere is a brief description of this
peirodin the very last section of this book.

We, therefore, strongly caution the readers notdonsider this book as a
complete record of the massacres of Tamils by the Sri Lankan Armed
Forces.

The massacres are ordered by date in most cases but a few of them, around
ten, appear outside this order. We hope the reader will tolerate this
inconsisteny in the orderNESOHR has published in depth reports on two
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massacres that occurred prior to 2002 and many of the massacres that
occurred after 200X’ hesecan be downloaded from the NESOHR website.

NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tamils

Abbreviations

ID - National identity card

IPKF Indian Peace Keeping Forces
Kfir' Israeli made aerial bomber planes
LTTE Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
NESOHR NorthEast Secretariat On Human Rights
SLA Sri Lankan Army

SLAF Sri Lankan Air Force

SLAFs Sri Lankan Armed Forces

S FP Sri Lankan Freedom Party

SLN Sri Lankan Navy

SNE Statistical Centre for North East

UNP United National Party
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1. Igniyagala massacre 05 Junel956

In the 1940s, the Minister of
Agriculture at that time

created several Sinhala
settlements in the Amparai
district using state funds.

= . The minister created the
: GalOya development
St scheme in the Amparai

T T ) . |district and the Kammalai
G , * and Allai development
e &% scheme in the Trincomalee

district and brought i8hala
settlers for these schemes from other districts. They were given several
incentives. Police and military protection were given as well. Buddhist
temples were built and big bells were fixed to these temples. An arbitrary
declaration was made that wheer the ringing of these bells could be heard
are lands belonging to Sinhala Buddhist people. In this land grab, land
belonging to Tamils and Muslims were confiscated.

Thikavabi is a Sinhala settlement created in this manner. In the
parliamentary ele@ins of 1956, S W R D Bandaranayake was elected as the
new prime ministerHe submitted to th@arliament the Sinhala Only law
which was his campaign promise. The main Tamil political party of that
time decided to protest this law peacefully. On 05.06.185Bunched a
Satyagrah protest in front of the old parliament building in the Gale Face
beach in Colombo. Tamil politicians from all political parties joined in this
protest. Fr Thaninayagam, a priest and a world famous Tamil language
expert also joine the protest.

This protest was attacked by Sinhala thugs on that same day it was
launched. Following this attack shops in Colombo owned by Tamils were
looted and then the shops were burnt down. Tamil people were attacked.
Echoing this violence, pogromgainst Tamils broke out throughout the
island. In the Amparai district the recently settled Sinhala thugs started
violent attacks against the Tamils. 150 Tamils working in a sugar cane farm
and factory inlgniyagala under th&alOya scheme were killed. Thmdies

of the dead and injured were thrown on a fire.

This is the first large scale massacre of Tamil in the island and many more
foll owed over the foll owing
Vittachi stated that 150 Tamils were killed in thtsgpom.
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2. 1958 pogrom

In 1956, peacefuprotestby Tamils in Colombo, against the Sinhala Only
Act that was recently in passed by the parliament, was attacked by Sinhala
mobs. Tamils followed this protest with a long march to Trincomalee and
held a lage meeting. Athis meeting some demands were placed for the Sri
Lankan government regardiregual status for Tamil language and re the
development of Tamil areas. It was aftars the Banda&helvanayagam
pact was signed. This was quickly abrogated wthemopposition party, the
UNP, launched an arfiamil campaignin May 1958, plans were ahead for
one of the Tamil Political Party conference toHs#d in Vavuniya. Tamils
travelling by train from Batticaloa and Amparai for tbenference were
attacked bySinhala mobs in Polonnaruwa. Following this incidéuatther
violence against Tamilwaslet loose throughout the island.

Women were raped and Tamil property was damaged. A priest was burnt
alive inside his Kathirvelayutha temple in Pananthura. The L&nkan
governmentlooked on as the violence against Tamils continued. Many
Tamil homes were selight. Babies were dropped in hot tar.

Well known journalist Tarzi Vittachchi wrote the famous book, Emergency
58, about thigpogromafter he was expelleddm the country.

More than 300 Taits were killed in this pogrom.

3. Tamil research conference massacre 10 Jan 1974

Tamils were preparing on a
grand scale to hold a Tam
Researchconference in Jaffn
during 310 January in 1974
The government o®ri Lanka at
that time did not likeholding [ s
this Tamil researclconference®™= k
in Jaffna. The government
continued to plachurdles to the® ... -
organizers in Colomband also| g
in Jaffna through the Mayoof |
Jaffna. Permission to construct

the open air platforms forhe conference was held back until the very last
minute.Many researchers who wanted to travel to Jaffna for the conference
from othercountries were refused visa.

ah oy
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In spite of these hurdles, the conference organizers and the Tamil people
weredeterminedd persist with the arrangements. Seeing the support of the
Tamil peoplefor holding the conference tlgovernment came down a little

and issued visas to a limitedmber of researchers.

The President of the
conference organizing
committee, Thambaih, didnot

like holding the conference in
Jaffna. He,therefore, resigned

from his post.  Prof

— |Vidhyanandan took over the
responsibility of the President.

The conference started on 3
January. Hundreds of
thousands of people from
different parts of Jaffnra came dinttown to attend theconference.
Conference proceeded on a grand scale. No conferences of the past were
conducted in such a scale and with such enthusiasm. The entire Jaffna town
was infestival mood.

10 January was being celebrated as the final dali@tonference. The last

item was speeches made by experts in Tamil language about the greatness
of the language and the culture based on it. Prof Naina Mohammad from
Tamilnadu inIndia was delivering the final speech. At that instant, the
police lead by tB Deputylnspector of Police for Jaffna, Chandrasekara,
started to attack the people at twnference. The police also opened fire.
Nine civilians were killed, the stages welestroyed. The same Inspector of
Police Chandrasekara was later promoted tqotist of Inspector of Police

by the then Prime Minister SrimaBandaranayke

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Velupillai Kesavarajan, Student, 15
Paramsoothy Saravanapavar6
Vaithianathan Yoganathan,32

John Pidalis Sickmaringim, Teacher, 52
Pulendran Arulappu, Worker, 53
RasathurabivananthamStudent 21
RajanThevaratnant, 26
SinnathuraPonnuthurgiNative doctoy56
SinnaththambyandakumarStudent 14

©CoNoO~wWNE
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4. 1977 communal pogrom

In the July 1977 parliamentary electsothe United National Party received

a landslide victory capturing 5/6 of the parliamentary seats amounting to
140 seatsThe party that was in government, the SLFP, received only 8
seats. TamiAlliance group campaigning on an election platform of working
towards an independeifamil Eelam state won 18 seats by receiving the
vast majority of the Tamil vote3his was not well received by the Sinhala

polity.

In was in this context that the Sri Lankan police in Jaffna was pulled up by
the public for sexualharassment of school girls at a school exhibition.
Armed police later arrived at the scene in large numbers and began
threatening people.

Following this, the Jaffn&€olombo and the Colombaaffna night malil
trains wereattacked when it stopped at theukadhapuram railway station.
Following these attacks, violence against Tamils spreddoughoutthe
island. Tamils in Trincomalee, Vavuniya, Ratmalana, Badhulla and
Colombo were badly affecte@amil Alliance members of parliament raised
the violence in pdiament. Yet, thethen Presdential in Colombo J R
Jayawardhana did not even declare curfeveroergency. He said that he
does not like to rule the country under an Emergétegulation.

The Sansoni Commission investigated the 1977 communal violence and
submittedits report in 1980. The Sansoni commission reported that the
police actedrresponsibly during the violence. Sansoni report said that more
than 300 civilianswere killed during this pogrom. However, statistics
collected by other nongovernmentaanizations put the number killed at
more than 1500. These repoalso said that many were injured with knife,
iron bars, and logs. The repogcommended compensation to the victims. It
sai d, Al nci de durirg thevspecitidd peviad everd such an
extreme nature and so widespread thatexception should be made as

regards the paymentcononittee @upaiyee ysthet i on 0 .

government on this recommendation to assessdimpensation never sat.

5.1981 communal pogrom

This pogom surrounds the events in which the Jaffna library was burnt
down with its irreplaceablebook. It was during a period of election
campaignMinistersof thethen UNP governmenGemini Tissanayake and
Cyril Mathew were in JaffnalLarge police forcewas ought to Jaffna

NESOHR
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together with many Sinhala thugs and was accommodated in the Jaffna
Thuriappa Stadium.

At an election campaign meeting on 31.05.1981, in Jaffna, a Sinhala police
was killed. Following this the police set fire to the Nachchimar Temple
outside of whichthe campaign meeting was taking place.

Following this the police burnt down the large Jaffna market building with
shopsand stocks. Many statues representing Tamil culture were destroyed.
The memoriabuilt for those killed in the Tamil Rearch Conference was
also destroyed.

The thugs went into the home of Member of Parliament, Yogeswaran, and
inquired about the location of his house. Realising what the thugs were
after, Yogeswaranescaped through the back door with his family. His
housewas burnt by the Sinhathugs. Yogeswaran in a statement published
in India Today of June 1981 said thlbse who burnt down his house were
Sinhalese. The same thugs burnt down dffece of the Tamil Alliance
party. Several other homes and public boid wereset alight.

The Jaffna library was burnt the day after the above arson. Rev Fr

Thaveethu, whavatched the Jaffna library burning from the second storey
of t he HBusediedobeat attack on the spot.

6. Burning of the Jaffna library 01 Junel981

L - 'Y e
Jaffna library wasonsidered the largebbrary with the rarestollection of
booksand manuscripts in thehole of South Asia. Itvas the educational
heritage of the peopl@ the North of thasland. It was locatedouth of the
Jaffnatown on the easterend of a famous sportgound. Close to it is the
Jaffna Central College and the clock tower built duringgtigsh rule.

The library housed more than 97,000 rare books and was unique in the
entire islandFor its time, it was a lilary well designed for study and was
sought by students ardademics as well as by foreign diplomats.

15
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On 1 June 1981 at 10.00 pm, all threened forces of the Sri Lankan
government entered the library premisasd chased away the security
guard.They bioke open the library door argfarted burning books. A rare
collectionof 97,000 books were burnt in a feminutes. The building was
also set alightThe burning of the Jaffna library is one clear example of the
intent of the SriLankan government to desyr the Tamil culture in the
island. This book burning of the rarest collection of books in South Asia
must be engraveds a tragic episode in the human history.

7.1983 communal pogrom

The precursors

Local government elections were held in the Narthdistrict of that time in

May 1983. This turned out to be a contest between the Tamil moderate party
and theemerging Tamil nationalist sections which boycotted the elections.
98% of thevoters boycotted. Following the elections the Sri Lankan
military which by now ha®een sent in numbers to Jaffna burnt down shops
in the Kandarmadam area aedtered private homes and stole valuable
properties. The troubles spread\tavuniya and Tamil shops were burnt
there as well.

The worst hit was Trincomalee whetaring the month of June 1983, every
day avillage was attacked and at least one civilian was murdered by the
military andSinhala thugs supported by the military

On 01.07.1983, many Tamil Nationalist organizations called a protest
against themassacres Trincomalee. A train from Colombo was burnt by
Tamil militant youths. Two senior protest leaders, Dr Tharmalingam and
Kovai Maheson, werarrested and taken to Colombo. Two press offices in
Jaffna that of the Suthanthirsand Saturday Review publicati® were
sealed off by the military.

Using the claymore attack on 23.07.1983 in Thirunelveli that killed 13 Sri
Lankansoldiers, as a pretext, an island wide pogrom against Tamils was let
loose organizetly the government ministers.

In Colombo

On Sunay 24th of July 1983 several persons boarded public and private
buses inColombo and began to make racist remarks designed to whip up
animosity towardghe Tamil community. Some shops belonging to Tamil
traders were burnt and sonpeople beaten and killed:roubles spread
quickly. By Monday morning the attacksas spread to several outlying
areas of Colombo. Violence continued witltcreased intensity throughout
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Monday. Vehicles driving on the road were stopgdéthe occupants were
Tamil they were beateand sometimes killed. Thugs witectoral lists in
their hands went from house to house, killing Tamils and bunmiagerty
owned by Tamils. The electoral lists helped them to identify Tamil houses.
Some Sinhalese people at great risk to their own shigtyamil friends in
theirhouses.

Several eye witnesses including tourists have reported that the security
personnelooked on as the violence was perpetrated. There are reports that
the Army everthreatened Police not to harass the rioters. On Mog8#y

of July at 4.00 p.m. thgovernment imposed curfew and this stayed in force
throughout Tuesday the 26tl.was again imposed on 27th from 4.00 p.m.

to 5.00 a.m. In spite of the curfeattacks on Tamil people continued
throughouthis period.

Rest d the island

The communal violence against Tamils was not restricted to Colombo.
Thugsroamed the city of Kandy looking for Tamils on the streets and in the
buses. InTrincomalee on 26th of July, 200 houses of Tamils were burned.
Violence inTrincomaleetown has been continuing for over a month by the
time the violencebroke out in Colombo on the 23rd of July. The
Trincomalee town has a Sri Lankaaval base. The violence against Tamils
here was assisted by Sri Lankan Navyva$i as the Army and the Po8. In
Jaffna on the 23rd of July, the Army went omampage shooting, on the
road, in the houses and in buses killing a total afiglans.

Welikade prison massacre

On 25th July Sinhala prisoners attacked and murdered 35 Tamil detainees in
asectbn of the Welikade prison in Colombo. Another 28 Tamil detainees in

a different section was immediately transferred to the Youth Ward. On the
27th armed Sinhala prisoners scaled the walls and appeared in front of the
Youth Ward.Dr. Rajasundaram respectémt his tireless work among the
downtrodden sectionsf the Tamil community was one of the detainees in
the Youth ward. He cam®rward and pleaded with the attackers to spare
them. Door suddenly opened abd Rajasundaram was dragged out and
beaten to ddh. The rest of the detainebsoke the chairs and tables and
used it to keep the attackers at bay.

ICJ report

International Commission of Jurists issued a report on the pogrom. It was
written by Paul Sieghart. This report suggests that the riots lgf 7283
began even before theports of the killing of 13 Sri Lankan soldiers in a
claymore attack in Jaffrappeared in the local newspapers.
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Only on the fifth day, on 28th July the President of Sri Lanka appeared on
television. In a brief address hdaimed the violence and destruction
exclusively onthe reaction of "the Sinhala people" to the movement for the
establishment of aeparate Tamil state, and announced the Cabinet decision
to bring in what in theevent became the Sixth Amendment to the agtst
constitution.

Following is from Paul Sieghart's report,

“"In his address to the nation on the 5th day of rioting president did not see
it fit to utter one single word of sympathy for the victims of the violence and
destructionwhich he lamentedf his concern was tee-establishcommunal
harmony in thdsland whose national unity he was anxious to preserve by
law that was amisjudgemendf monumental proportions...

But what | find most extraordinary is that, to this day, there has been no
attemp to find out the truth through an official, public and impartial
enquiry, when thsituation in the country cries out for nothing less."

Casualty figures

Due to the absence of any public inquiry following the riots the actual
number ofdeaths and theost of damage to property were never established.
200,000 Tamilswere immediately rendered refugees. Tamil organizations
that have carried ouheir own survey estimate that nearly 3000 Tamils
were killed. All non governmeneports on the riots came tioe conclusion
that the violence was deliberately startgdthe government and was carried
out through the use of thugs, controlled amdanized by members of the
governing United National Party.

References:
Asri Lanka: A Mounting Tragedy of ErrorybPaul Sieghart. Report of a
mission to Sri Lanka in January 1984 on behalf of the International

Commission of Jurists and its British section Justice, March 1984.

ADetention, Torture and MurderSri Lanka by S A David (Survivor of the
Prison Massacre)

ASri Lanka Hired Thugs by Amrit Wilson in New Statesman, 26 July 1983.

ARace\& Class Vol 26 No 4 1985
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8. Thirunelveli massacre 24, 25 July1983

Thirunelveli comes under the
Nallur  Assistant Government
Agent Division in the Jaffna
district. It is located north of the
Jaffna town, 3 Kms from it, along
©|the Palaly road. Jaffndniversity,
—— |Jaffna Technical College and
\ several Governmenbffices are
‘*’ located inThirunelveli.

Thirunalvall Massacre

On 23.07.1983 at 11.45 am, a Sri
Lankan military vehicle on patrol came wrda landmine attack on Palaly
Roadbetween Parameshwara Junction and Thirunelveli Junction. Thirteen
Sri Lankanmilitary soldiers were killed in this attack. That night and on the
following day, themilitary entered the homes of civilians in Palaly Road
and Sivan Amman villageand in total they shot dead 51 people. Many
homes were set alight.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
NagalinganSivalingam Supervisor35
SinnaiyaSathananthgWatch repairer40
KanthaiyaSanmukanatha®0
SeevaatnamThaventhiranStudent 19
KanakaratnaniKirusnananthanBusiness33
Sanmukanatha8aththiyathevarSalesmanl8
PalachchanthiraAjith, Child, 6
Thankaras&ajendhiran Student9

. SelvakanthiniChild, 11

10. Pilip AlociyasSanthirasekaranBusiness34
11.PonnaiyaBararayasinganmeachey-

12. RamasamNagarasalLabourer 24

13. SupramaniyanBarameswargrManager 39
14. Sinnaththamp&aravanamuthth eacher39

CoNoO~wWNE

9. Sampalthoddam massacre 1984

Sampalthoddam is a village threeles along Mannar road froMavuniya
town. Today this is calletlavalarpannai. The time was eatl984 prior to
the Thimbu talks whiclwvas late 1984.

A survivor who remains anonymouescribes the event as she remembers
it:
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awedding in a privately hired
bus.The SLA stopped the bus
near Pambamadu and took
all 70 people on the bus to a
teak estate called
Thekkavaththai. There, the
SLA sent the 15 women and
children who were in the bus
and made the remaining 55
men look at the teak trees and

S S bl

then sprayed themith bullets.

The SLA then kicked the bodies that have fallen to see if they were still alive,
thosewho made any noise in pain were shot again. One person fell to the
ground in shocland was not hit by any of the bullets. Two of the men, who
were shot,dll on top ofhim and died. He was thus lying in a pool of blood.
When the SLA kicked his botg did not make any noise and the SLA
thought he was dead too. When the SLA ledtran to a village called
Thalampokkanai. In this village there was a Mustommunity leader who
was very close to the Tamils and was a strong supportdreoE TTE. He
owned a shop. The man ran to his shop and told the Muslim ledde¢mhas
happened. From there the man went to Jaffna without telling the police, as
he was so scatk The villagers went to the sight of the massacre and the
news othe incident soon spread.

| heard that the man was given protection and sent somewhere safe. | do not
knowwhat happened to him after that. We went and looked at the massacre
sight. It was very close to where we were living. We noticed that there were
no bodies of womettere. The man had said that the women were made to
get off the bus. We do nkmow what happened to the women. The women
did not give any statements. 0

10. Chunnakam Police station massacre 08 Jan1984

Chunnakam is in the UduvAssistant Government Agemivision in the
Jaffna district. TerKms from Jaffna town, on the KK®ad, travelling
towardsKankesanthurai, there is ti@hunnakam junction. Th€hunnakam
Police stabn waslocated 250 metres south from tusction.

Many young men arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act without
any evidence against them were kept in remand in the Chunnakam Police
Station.On 08.01.1984, during the period when Tamil militattacks on

the Sri Lankarmilitary started to spread, the Police placed a time bomb in
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the room where theyoung men
were kept and left the building.
When the bomb exploded all 19
young men inside was Kkilled.
Sanjeevan who went in to save the
young men waalsokilled.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
SellarSivalingham Student 22
VaithilinghamNigethananStudent21
KandiahPalan Farmer 25
AppaiahNagarasaSalesman38
Aaseervatham VijithVimalarasaElectrician 20

arwnhE

11. Chunnakam market massacre 28 Mar 1984

Chunnakam market is situated 7 Kms
from Jaffnra town on Chunnakam
road. This is a central market where
most agricultural products grown in
Jaffna, Kilinochchi and also other
— | district are brought for saleOn
28.03.1984, Sr Lankan military
arrived in tanks and jeeps at the
Chunnakam market and the bus stop
and started opening fire at the people crownhethese two places. Eight
civilians were killed and about 50 were injured. Thiditary set fire to the
market and many sips were burnt down.

The military then left the location and drove through Mallakam along KKS
road.There they started shooting everyone who came within their sight. One
civiian was killed. From here the military went to Tellipalai. There,
students fronthe UnionCollege, who were coming out of the school after
writing an examination, werattacked. 26 students were injured in this
attack. Another 20 civilians who happertecbe on the same road were also
injured.

Available names of victims (name, opation, age)
KanthaiyaBalasupramaniyanBecurity 52
NagalinkamSivasupramaniyanpSupervisoy54
ThampimuththuSuntharalinganmLabourer 38
Vallipuram SuntharalinganBusiness68
Vairavi ThiyakarasaBusiness42

aorwnhE
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6. BasubathiThavamaniHome maker43
7. NadamsaYokarasaBusiness27

12. Mathawachchi i Rampawa September 1984

Mathawachchi is located south of
Vavuniya on the A9 road. The village
is populated mainly by Sinhala and
‘| Muslim people.Following the 1983
pogrom against Tamils, Tamil
passengersravelling from Colombo
to Jaffnra have beerattacked on
| several occasions.

One day in the first week of
September 1984 a passenger bus which was goidafftea from Colombo
was stopped at Mathawachchi junction by the Sri Lankditary and the
bus with thepassengers were taken to Mannar road and thec&ilidns in
the bus were killed including the driver and 31 civilians were wounded.

13. Point Pedro 1 Thikkam massacre 16 Sept 1984

On 16.09.1984, four Sri Lankan soldiers weéddled in a land mine
explosion. In a revengattack, the Sri Lankan Police attacked &illéd 16
civilians. Hartley College Library andts laboratory were burnt down.

14. Othiyamalai massacre 01 Dec1984

This is a remote village on the border of Mullaithivu district. Mor less
the entirepopulation worked in their own paddy fields and they had ample
farming produce tdive by. However, Sinhalese settlers were settling in Ken
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Farm and Dollar Farm artisplacing
the UpcountryTamils in these place
who had already beenigplacedfrom | #%=
the Upcountry as a@esult of ethnige
violence.From 29th November 1988
until 2nd December 198the SLAFsg—
declared a curfew. A SLAFs
regiment moved from Pathaviya
Othiyamalai on 1st December 1984. The SLAFs roungethe people of
Othiyamadi village. When the villagers opened their door at %60 on

that day, they saw the Sri Lankan soldiers standing in green attire. The
soldiers spoke fluent Tamil and asked for all the men in the village to come
to theDevelopment Society building manapky the LTTE, and demanded
that theyassist the struggle waged by the LTTE. Deceived by the pretension
of the Sri Lankan army soldiers 32 men wenSithambarapillai
Sagunthararasatherwise known as Rasa lost lfegher and five uncles in

the OthiyamalaiNedunkerni Massacrélis account is as follows:

fiOn 2nd December 1984, 32 people
were massacred here. My father and
.| five of my uncles were killed. Around

- 15:00 or 5:30 in the morning, the SLA
came to our village. We were small
— /| children then. We only knowvhat
people told us, we don't remember
much. My father wakstening to the
radio. It was only when they caught
him that we realized they wettee SLA. They caught our uncle at our house.
They tore up his shirt in front of wnd tied his hands. Like thithe SLA
went in twos and threes to every house aadght each family head. On
Puthulkudyiruppu Road, they saw a tractor. They tol&ld of the tractor
and put everyone they had brought on this tractor. They tieeaponas
hands and eyes. They sleateryone whilst the men remained still tigtie
watching villagers told us, that they put five people, all of them over fifty
yearsold in the back of a tractor. They took off the side doors of the tractor,
placed thenon top of the five old men and th@diers then stood on top of
the men singing andiancing as they drove awayo

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
NakamaniSinnaiya -, 50
NakaratnanKetheeswaran, 23
NalaiyaNavaratnam-, 17
KanthaiyaKanakaiya-, -
KanthaiyaPonnamplam -, 48
KanthaiyaSivasithamparam, 35
KirusnapillaiRasalingam-, 29

NoOokwNE
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8. Karuppaiyalhankarasa, 18

9. KanapathippillaiSinnaiya -, 35

10. KanapathippilaSivapatham-, 28
11. Thanmotharampillar, 51

12. ThamotharampillaBathasivant, 46
13. ThampiyaijaKasippillai, -, 45

14. ThampiyaijaVeluppillai, -, 38

15. ThampiyaijaSupramaniyam, 26
16. ThampiyaijaSivanganant, 23

17. AlakaiyaJekanathan, 17

18. Kovinthar Kanavathippillaj -, 55

19. Ponnampalanthevarasa-, 25

20. Veluppillai Sithambarampillai-, 36
21. SuppaiyaKenkatharan-, 26
22.SinnayaRasenthiran, 21

23. SithamparampillaRasaiya-, 27

24. SankarappillaBaparatnam, 40

25. SankarappillaBanmukasunthargm 25
26. SanmukarasRavichchanthiraj, 16
27.VeerakaththiThillainadarasg-, 25

15. Kumulamunai massacre 02 Dec1984

Kumulamunaiis in the Mullaithivu district. Farming andearing livestock
are the maimoccupation of the villageDuring the 1984, it wasommon for
the Sri Lankanmilitary to round up theKumulamunai village anarrest
people and torment them.On
. |01.10.1984, the Jige wasrounded up
by the Sri Lankan military and two
people from the same family were
arrested. Following this on 29.11.1984
several more villagers were arrested.
* Military released most of the people it
had arrested except the four brothers of
the two people arrested earlier and
another person from Kumulamunai named Moh#ine families of these
men persisted in seeking the release of the men. The miitargised to
release them after inquiry. On 01.12.1984, the military told the fantfiats
they haveshot dead all seven men.

Six of the seven men shot dead are brothers. Six of the men were married.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. PonnampalamNamasivayant, 51
2. Ponnampalanhnanthan-, 53
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PonnampalarKenkatharan-, 45
PonnampalanPonrasa-, 43
Ponnampalansanthiralinkam-, 49
Ponnampalanvivekanantham-, 47
Mokanathash-, 32

Noohkow

16. Cheddikulam massacre 02 Dec1984

Cheddikulam is a border village
in the Vavuniya district and is
located 20 Kms from the
Vavuniya town along the
VavuniyaMannar Road.
Farmers, business  people,
labourers  and government
« | employees live in this area.

. L e Seome = 1On 02.12.1984, the Sri Lankan
mllltary |mposed curfew throughout Cheddikulam. The military began
cordoning off theCheddikulam area at 5.30am in the mogiNost of the
people in the village wergtill asleep. The military that came into the village
took the males for inquiries. 58en were taken in the military vehicles to
the adjacent town dflathawachch There has been no information about
these 52 mesince. The people of theheddikulam village are saying that
the 52 men were taken to a Sinhala villag&athawachchj and there they
were chopped up with sharp knives and heaslyicles were run over them.
As a result, the Cheddikulam villagers says&imendied.

T Yesuthasan, teacher at Cheddikulam Mahavidhyalayam says,

AFoll owing the incident people displace
Among the52 people killed were my younger brother, my breihdaw
and two morepeoplei vi ng with us. o0

Mayilvahanam of Cheddikulam says,

AOn t hat day many of us ran into the f
completehd e st r oyed by the Sri Lankan ar myo

17. Manalaru massacre 03 Dec1984

On 03.12.1984, Sri Lankamilitary rounded up Manalararea and fired
randonty at thecivilians. Civilians fromManalaru and Amaravayal were
chased away by the Sri Lankamlitary and their houses weset on fire.
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People who havéved in the villages fogenerations were thus displaced.
Many civilians were killedincluding womenand children. Hundreds of
families were displaced from theseeas. Sinhalese were settled in these

R Uﬁ: o

)i

b
1§

villages later.

18. Blood soaked Mannar 04 Dec1984

Mannar is one of the eight districts of the Northeast provifibe. main
occupation of the Mannarepple is fishing. Théistorical Hindu temple,
Thiruketheeswaram, and the famdtatholic Madhu church are located in
this district. On 4 December 1984 the Sri Lankan military conducted an
attack on the people of Nanaddan and Manthai areas thsthiet.

e On 04.12.1984, the military arrested a young man
‘: from Isaimalaithivu and wertaking him to their

i camp when the military vehicle came under a
landmine attackThere were no serious damages.
' The military went to its Thalladi military camp

! andstarted tashell civilian areas from there.

W The military burnt 15 men alive who were
previously arrested by them. The militagyso
arrested 30 more people who weravelling on

| the road in front of their campnd burnt them

L alive as well. People in the Mannawto were
able to observe themoke arising from the 45
burning bodies.

On the same day, the military from the Thalladi &dvaththaimilitary
campsrounded up several residential areas. The military that left from
Mannar travelled on the Mathawachchi aad through the villages of,
Sirunavatkulam, Nochchikulam, Kallikkaddaikadu, Uyilankulam,
Parapankandal, Uyirththarasankulam,  Aththikkuli,Chemmanthivu,
Murunkan and went up to the Madhu road. All along they attacket
burnt homes and offices and shotdakilled people. Employees of the
Chemmanthivu Cooperative Society and the employees of the Murunkan
post officewere killed in these atrocities. The military that I8ftavaththai

also carried ouatrocities along the way.
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The military from the Thalladcamp after arriving at Madhu road stopped a
bus full of passengers. They ordered everyone to get off the bus and all the
passengers arttie driver were shot dead. Two days after this the Bishop of
Mannar and thévlannar Government Agent collected 90 baedand took
them to the Mannahospital. More than 200 people were killed in this
episode of violence by thmailitary.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
AnthoniKurusuthasayFarmer 23
AlakaiyaKalimuththy Farmer 31
MuththuchchamBupamaniyamMechanic 58
MansanSivanappanLabourer 34
MurukesuNavaratnamFarmer 54
MurukesuSellammaHome maker60
ManavalAlexs, Farmer 52
MaiyilvakanamJeyakkumarFarmer 32

. Anthoni SebamalaiClerk, 48

10. KentimariyathadMiyes, Farmer 57

11. Anthoni Y okanathaStudent18

12. Anthoni YokanathanmiraglStudent 18

13. AppuththuraiVeerasingamMechanic 40
14. SusaiyappunmanuvellembetFarmer 24
15.ImanuvelSusaiyappulembgkabourer 24
16. RamaiyaKanthasamiLabourer 50
17.RamalinganRakunathapAudit, 40

18. RamalinganmLaxmanan Labourer 50

19. Mukamad Kaniveésullththan Labourer 36
20. KuppusamiSellaththuraiAudit, 55

21. ArulmalarJohnpappisdHome maker28
22.K.T.RajaradnambDoctor, 67

23. KaruppaiyaAchchuthanEngineer 34
24.KaruppaiyaPerumal Labourer 60

25. Pilip Pilenthiran Farmer 56

26. Alpiratpol Noyalimmany Farmer 45
27.Alpons SusainathankuriManager 34

28. AndiarumukanSuntharargjFarmer 45
29.YakkovuManuval Farmer 50

30. PethuruAriyaratnam Postman42

31. AlakanKalemuththy Labourer 65

32. SavariyarSanthiyekuparundarmer 32
33. SavariyarSanthiyekuparinanthuFarmer 33
34.Vallipuram Thiyakarasd@?ostmaster, -40
35. Richchartkulag'hekkilayark -, 48

36. MilasakipuAppulmajithy Farmer 43

37. SinnaththampBuppiramaniyamFarmer 51

CoNoOoO~WNE
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38. PusariKanthasamiLabourer 46

39. S KathirabarArumukam Govt employeg72
40. SanthiyaSusainatharBusiness36

41. Akkinimuththu RamasamiLabourer 34
42.BransisavarBaram Farmer 54

43. SebamalaMerikarmilaranj Home maker28
44. LoranspillaiBaviluppillai, Farmer 47

45. SanthiyappillaMariyampillai, Farmer 30
46. SaminathaKannusamiWatcher 28
47.KappaneyindNajimutheenLabourer 32
48.Velu BanneerchchelvapBusiness31

49. PonnampalanBusiness40

50. Arulananthanirhurairajg Govt employeg32
51.PonnaiyaAlakaiya, Farmery 65
52.PensameemmhavaratnamPrison Guarg45
53. SellaiyaSanmukanathamurse 45

54.Velu Rajalingam Labourer 25

55. SeemanpillaBanthiyampillaj Farmey 58

56. Velu Kanapathippillaj Farmer 58
57.PilenthiranAlpons Farmer 55

58. Veluppillai Kanapathippillaj Farmer 58

59. SusaiNeekkilas Labourer 38

19. Kokkilai Kokkuthoduvai massacre 15 Dec1984

On15.12.1984, Sri Lankan military
entered the villages of Kokkilai,
Kokkuthoduvai, Karunaddukerni,
3 ~|Nayaru, Kumulamunai, and

\ sl Alampil in the Mullaithivu district.
- AR 77| The military killed many civilians
and destroyed property. 131
sl ALY . |civilians were Kkilled including B
o ﬁg women and 21 children. More than
“i5 50 2000 families were displaced
foIIowmg thisoperation and they remain displaced to this date in 2006.

20. Mulliyavalai massacre 16 Jan1985

Mulliyavalai village is situated orthe MullaithivuVavuniya road inthe
Mullaithivu district. It is arancient village with fertile landnd has retained
many of the follkculture of time past.
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. 116.01.1985 was a festive day, the
Y day after Thaipongal. Thaipongal
is thanks giving festival for the
. /sunand on the following day the
farm animals are honoured for

_ _|their role in thef ar mer 6s | i fe. A
4.00 am on that morning the Sri

ﬁ@ Lankan military rounded up this
village.

The military arrested 17 people. One of them was a pregnant woman and
anothemwas a young mother of three childreref@e they left, the military
burnt downmany homes. About 30 minutes later, people heard several
gunshots. News startad spread that all the 17 people wiere arrested

have been shot dead. The villagkept this news from the relatives of the

17 arreted.

A while later military vehicles started moving towards the Mullaithivu
town. Therelatives stared into the military vehicles looking for their loves
ones. When theirelatives did not return even the next day, the families,
accompanied by a locdlstice of Peace, Thiagaraja, went to the military
camp in Mullaithivu.

There the families saw the bodies of their loved ones thrown on the ground.
Thebodies had no clothes on them. The hand, legs and heads were chopped
off. Therewere many torture marksn the body. The body of one woman

had many cigarettburns. When the families asked to take the bodies of
their loved ones, the militargemanded that the families sign a statement
that those killed were terrorists. Whéme families refused to do thiseh
military refused to hand over the bodies.

Thavaratnam Thilakavathy of Mulliyavalai says,

AOn 16.01.1985, t he Sri Lankan military
husbandand my son and took them towards the forest nearby. The military
burntmanyhomesand st ol e many properties. o

Pushparanee says,

AThe Sri Lankan military entered our hom
motherand killed them both. The army said that they killed the people who

were Tigers.One woman, Kumarasamy Vijayakumari who wasahths

pregnant was als&illed. Many of us here were affected by this. Since this

happened the day aftdhaipongal festival, we do not celebrate Thaipongal

any mor eo.
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Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Nagaratnansriskantharasa, 35
ThambaiyavivekananthamStudent 17
SinnapparAnnalaxmj Home maker35
SupparSinnan Self Employed40
PilippaiyaYokarasaFishermanl7
SellaththuraKumarasamiFarmer 35
SellaththuraNavaratnamFarmer 38
KumarasamVijayakumarj Home maker27
MarkkanduThadsanamoorththiFisherman19
10 ThambaiyaBalasubramaniyaparmer 30
11.NavaratnanThayaparanStudent-, 15

CoNoO~wWNE

21. Vaddakandal massacre 30 Jan 1985

Vaddakandal is situated the Mannar districand it is a farming are@®n
30.01.1985, aroun8.00am in the morning200 Sri Lankan militarynen
stationed in theThalladi military campcame out and moved intthe
Vaddakandal villageéhroughMathawachchroad and along thiKaddukarai
Lake.

At 6.30 am they entered
ik o, the homes of the villagers
and bega shooting and
S0 f._ stabbing people. During
this massacre the Sri
Lankan Air Force
helicopters also strafed the
-~ _ |vilage. The military

entered the Vaddakandal
\\'*’E Government Tamil Mixed
s School and attacked the

principal, teachers and
students. Eighteen people weikekl in theschool.

While this killing was going on, the military also attacked people working in
the fields and people on the street. This attack went on for six hours. At
2.00pm thanmilitary ordered the people to load the military vehicles with the
dead bodies andook the bodies to the Thalladi military camp. 52 people
died in this massacre ad@ were injured.

Mayil vahanam Mohandés account of what
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fiThe SLA from Thalladi Army Camp surrounded the following 3 villages,
Palapeuman Kattu and Vaddakandal and Parapankandal. Around 1.00am,
we heard vehicle noise. We had no idea they were coming or what they
would do. Atabout 5am in the morning we heard gun fire from all
directions. People woke ugnd started running everywher&here was a
helicopter in the air which starteftting.

They did not worry abouittheyawerpallslobonds age.
and killed that day. They went into the paddy fields and picked up people

with bothhands, held them up and shot them fthreos to see. This is the

first time we sawhis happen. 35 people were shot in the fields, 15 people

were shot in townAt the school there were about 250 children studying.

They dragged the principlend all the teachers out, tortured and shot them

in front of the villagers. They wesdl asked to stand in a line when they

were shot. A few people escaped. | was anthem. 18 people were shot

there.

Mayilvaganam Ganesh was made to shoot his cousin and asked to drink his
blood. He was beaten severelgvery time he refused to drink the blood
they hit himsome more. His legs were broken.

After all of this happened, the Army bro
had been captured and not yet shot. They made us put all the bodies in the

lorry and took us with them. A little while awdéythey told us that since we

had helped thenthey would spare us our lives. We ran away and escaped.

They took some of theodies to Thalladi Army camp and took some to

Mannar Hospital. The Gram&evakar helped the ldabers to carry out the

investigation.

Beside this village there was a Muslim villagydut nothing happened to
them.Three days later, there were funerals happening in every house. The
army returnedand surrounded the forest. At that time we did noehawy
associations with theTTE. They may have been there, but we did not know
where theywere The SLAept coming back after that and tormented all the
villagers who had to live inonstant fean

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
PomarPonnappajFisherman30
SanthanThombaimiyesFarmer 28
SavariyanAlponsparulaFarmer 25
MadaiyapparPandiyappanFarmer 24
MuththannathevaNadarasa-, 39
MurukesuThambappillai-, 55
RasuSelvarasaDriver, 30
KannikkavundaSuntharalinkamFarmer, 23
Karuppaiyaleyaratnanm, 25

CoNoO~whE
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10. PiransiKaiththan Farmer 27
11.PiransiSaminathanFarmer 37

12. ThirumalRamachchanderan 26
13.ManavalVictor, Salesma45

14. AlexsandatParnanthy-, 72

15. ArunasalanSuntharamoorththt, 45

16. SebamalaPernandpBusiness21

17. SellaiyaRamasamiFarmer 35

18. VellaichchamiMuththurasaFarmer 20
19. SellaiyaRamasami-, 30
20.Venkadasalanthevaraj Farmer 34
21.VellaichchamiMuththurasa-, 35
22.Ganappirakasar8ebmalagiFarmer 22
23. SanthiyekuAnthoni, Farmer 40
24.SupparPalanj -, 42

25. SuppirananiyamSanmukanatham.abourey 33
26. SinnayaSeruvarajanLabourer 33
27.Srikori Radnathurai-, 32
28.RamanThankarasa, 56
29.RamasamAtputharasa-, 19
30.Ramasam§&elvarasa-, 22
31.RamanThankarasgFarmer 35
32.RamachchandirahheyvenduranFarmer 18
33.Ramasamb&dvarasaFarmer 27
34.PiransiSaminathanFarmer 36

35. MuththusamiSaththiyaseelararmer 42

22. Udumbankulam massacre 19 Feb 1985

Udumbankulam and
Thankavelayuthapuram are situated near
the Thirukovil area in the Amparai
district. On 19.02.1985, early irthe
~~Imorning, 85 Sri Lankan military

. | personnel from the Amparai military
e(é camp arrived in six military vehicles in

- Thankavelayuthapuram and
Udumbankulam villages. Some of the military were in camouflage uniform
and others in blue uniform. They went into fheddy fields where hundreds

of poor farmers were busy with harvesting work. They were carrying
weapons. They rounded up 103 people in the fields and took them to the
forest nearby. There they raped and cut the breasts off from the women and
killed them.Others were lined up and shot dead. In total 103 people were
killed including many children. The military spread the harvested hay over
the bodies and set fire to it.
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Ms. TK, who was a victim of rape and eye witness to the massacres that
took place in tk paddy fields odumbkankulam, related her story:

fiOn the night, the Army which came from Kondavedduvan camp rounded
up all the people working in the paddy field. Then they started shooting the
men. They raped five of us. We pleaded with the soldi¢it® mm anything

to us. But they all raped us, in line in the paddy field itself. As we couldn't
bearup the pain, gradually we lost consciousness.

After an hour or so we recovered and ran into a cave of a mountain. From
there we saw the soldiers covegiall the bodies with paddy sacks and dried
grass and setting fire to those bodies.

After two days Akaraipattu Citizen Committee President Mr. Ahamad
Lebbai, General Secretary, S. T. Moorthy, Deputy President, Rev. Fr.
Philip, and Batticaloa Citizen comnittee President, Rev. Chandra
Fernando, accompanied by press reporters came to the paddy field. The air
in that area was laden with repulsive smell of decomposing bodies and they
saw bodies half burnt.

They found that there were 66 people massacred. tbo&yphotographs of

all the bodies. They recorded our statements as well. Even Kalawana
Member of Parliament, Sarath Muthugama, spoke about this massacre in

the parliament. All those efforts were of no avail. There is no justice here.

No compensation wasid either to members of the family of the victims or

to us who were raped by the soldiers. o

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Rasaiya Thaventhiran, 18
Ponnan Rasathurai
Markkandu Raveendiran
Bathmanathan

Ramasami Kanthaiya, 48
Tharman -, 22

Suntharam Sinnavar, 20
Mailan Thiyakarasa, 18

. Seeniththampi Thavanagan30
10. Sillvasrar Innachchk, 32

11. A.Nallathampi

12.Visvakethu Rasha, 23

13. Kaneshamoorththi Perinban,28
14. Kanesapillai Mokanarasa, 22
15.Visvakethu Rasharam, 23

16. Pannampalam Yokarashag,18
17.Kanapathi Vadivels;, 27
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18. Suvami Devit-, 29
19.Kumaravel Nakarasa, 27

20. Mayilvakanam Thiyakarasa, Student, 13
21.Venkittan Kulanthai
22.Varnakulasinkam Punniyamoorththj,21
23. Seeniththampi

24. Somasuntharam Karunanitheg21
25. MuththuppodiSuvanavathi

26. Thurai Ramalinkam

27.Rankan Pol

28.Masanna Jeyaraj

29.Thasappu Sellaiya

30. Seeththampi Arudsellvan, 18
31.Thasappu Sebamalai

32. Ganapuththu Puvanenthiran
33.A.Somasuntharam
34.Vairamuththu Suntharalinkam
35. Kathiresappillai Vairamuththu
36. Thampippillai Kumaravel
37.K.Pakkyarasa
38.N.Kobalakirusnan
39.N.Vinayakamoorththi

40. Muththusami Muththulinkam

23. Puthukkudiyiruppu lyankovilady massacre 21 Apr 1985

= Puthukkkudiyiruppu is situated
ah in the Mullaithivu district 20
. Kms from Mullaithivu town.
On 21.04.1985, SLAFs from
Mullaithivu as usual rounded
up the village of
Puthukkudiyiruppu.
Government employees were
identified among them and
released. People who did
labour work for daily wages were takem a military vehicle towards
Oddisuddan.

Sivananthan Megambalam narrowly eschdeath on that fateful day. His
accounif the incident is as follows:
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fiThey would come in the middle of the night and early in the morning and
surroundthe roads, shrubs and bushes in hope of catching the locals. They
would come fronMullaithivu.

On the 21st April 1985, they arrived very early in the morning and took
their positions. We were still asleep. Previously if we found out that the SLA
were goingto come, we would go and hide in the forest and remain there
without food for a fewlays. Howevethat morning, we were unaware. As
our house was right next t®@ddisuddan Road, we were unable to run
anywhere.

They rounded up people and took them to Puthupalavu Shop at
Puthukkudiyiruppu market. They arrested me too. But because my mother
came runningowards thenscreaming and pleading to let me gohey for
some unknown and lucky reason diohce they had finished their round up,
they started leaving in their army vehicl@hey took the people they had
arrested in the back of thearmouredvehicle Abouthalf a kilometer from

our house, by the side of Oddisuddan road, there were senyethick
bushes. We heard a big explosion and continued to hear smaller nbises.
later found out that over 30 people were taken to a lane near Oddisuddan
Roadandshot. Most of the people died. Thurairatham, the head of the Multi
PurposeCooperative Society managed to escape with great difficulty and
courage. Thebodies were taken in one of the SLA vehicles to Oddisuddan
Road and burnt witkerosene and ta.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
KanakasunthrarfarunananthanSelf employed-, 39
SeeniJosep-, 32

SeeniThevathas-, 24

Athiriyan Amalathas-, 19

Appaiyalnthiran -, 32
Raimenthuruthayanathan, 45
Thamotharampillai-, 20

ManikkamPoulinrasa-, 21

. Kiddinan -, 32

10. SankarappillaBaththiyaseelgrstudent 21

11. Anthonippillai Suvamippillaj Farmer 32

12. Sinkaratnamlanko, Student18

13. Anthinippillai Daidsinssj Student 16

14. AppaiyaPuvanendirapFarmer 32
15.VinayakamoorththRakunathanSdf employed 28
16. PeriyathampBalasuntharapnlLabourer 30
17.Laxmanan-, 30
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24. Trincomalee massacres in 1985

On 03.05.1985, 50 civilians were
killed by Sinhala mobs and the
* |Sri Lankan military  in

| Mahindapura an®ehiwahtha.

~———10n 03.06.1985, 13 civiliansere
killed in a bus in Trincomalee.
Thankathurai, gormer Member

\ |of Parliament, aged 70 ahat
* time, was an eye witness and the
only survivor of this massacre.

On 23.05.1985, eight civilians were shot dead by the Sri Lankan military in
Nilaveli.

More than ten people, from Anpuvalipuram, who went to collect fire wood

in different directions, in May 1985 never returned home. Their bulls and
carts werdound later. They are suspected to have been killed by the home
guards and the Skiankan military.

On 24.05.1985, 9 civilians were shot dead in Pankulam. Two civilians who
went toDehiwaththao purchase items were also killed on the same day.

A father and his 12 year old son who went to visit relatives in Kankuveli
were hacked to death by the Srilean home guards and the bodies were
buried theKankuveli tank.

On 26.05.1985, 40 houses and property belonging to Tamils in Poonakar in
Echchilampattu were set fire. Two civilians who went hunting on the same
day didnot return home. Home guards in Alkanthalai road are suspected

to have killecthe pair.

On the same day, three fishermen from Kunikuda were shot dead by the Sri
Lankanmilitary while they were fishing.

On 27.05.1985, a bus of belonging to the State bus service, CTB, was
stopped ab2nd Milepost in Mahinthapura and 7 Tamil civilians including
driver Pushparajavere shot dead and their bodies were burnt by the Sinhala
home guards.

Krishnapillai who worked at Echchilampattu Village Council escaped with
gunshotand burn injuries.
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25. Valvai85 massacre 10 May 1985

Valvai is situated in Point Pedro
«* |region in the Jaffna district. On
- 10.05.1985, Sri Lankan military
| rounded up Valvai and arrested 24
“|young men. They were locked up in
a community hall. A grenade was
thrown on the buildingand all 24
young men died. At the temple
| water tank a further 12 civilians
were shot dead. Another 34
civilians were alsckilled that day.
The number of people killed that day in Valvai is 70.

26. Kumuthini Boat massacre 15 May 1985

For the people of Bft Island, located off the coast of Jaffna, thmat
AKumut hi ni 0 ingispemsabledserdice. &Paople hadtravel to
Jaffna using the boaervice to obtain many essensarvices and items. On
the 15.05.1985, about 72 people weravelling in the boat from Delft
Island to Jaffna. Sri Lankan Nay$LN) soldiers from the camp &nother
islet, Nainahivu, boarded the Kumuthireand massacred the peoptethe
boat with knives.Many died during theviolence. Some died ake boat
sped to thelaffna oast. It wasevening by the time thiKumuthini reached
the Jaffna coast. Injuregheople were admitted thospital. The people of
Delft Island heard the fate of their relatives only through the news media.
Kumuthini is today a symbol for all Jaffna isletShe symbolizes the
insecurity thatpeople in the islets feel by the Sri Lankan Navy occupation.
Her sight todayeminds people of a lone mother who had lost her children.

(a) Saro Rasaratnam, a survivor, recounts her experience,

| iWe weretravelling on Kumuthini boaftfor

" . | about 30 minutes when we stoppedat-
i "::.,1‘ | sea. Navy men climbed up into theat.
; | They took all of us to the front die boat
- 2 V88 while they sat at the entranc®ne of them
. |had a gun. They askedttiere was anyone
who knew how tospeak Sihala and
“Jesuthasan knewlhey asked us where we
were going.There was a big noise at the back of boat. Jesuthasan and
the five who worked in the Kumuthini were the first taayeard the back.
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We didndét know what was bradupte shouh g, but t
our names and our villages. We shouted in vain hope. Then people were

called one byne by the Navy men. First all the men went, then the women

started going. | washe last one to go and Nirmala was with me till then.

Nirmala told me thatheywon 6t do anything and to just
would just look at our ID card. lboked behind me and there was no one. |

di dndét want t o gQGne Nakyunanwas up there, Wherelkc ed t o.
went. He pushed me, and another @t@bbed me in mgeck, chest and

head. After that | d euiled tand theowneomtoe r we |l |
of others who were lying on the ground. These arevoynds on my head

and neclo

(b) Annaladchmi Sivalingam, survivor whose baby was killed, recounts her
expeience,

il sat with m
baby and showe
the Navy man m
ID card. He told
me notto sit and
took me upstairs.
One Navyman took me by the hand, and stabipeel. 1d o nrértember

what happenedfter that. The next thing | realized, | was in a hospital and

wastied down with chains. | kept asking for my bablyey told me my baby

was at home and feeding onmenoouds mil k.
from my injuries and was on a liquid diet for one year. | only foundhait

my baby was killed six weeks aftiee incidend

KanapathypillaiAnandakumar was on the boat at that time. His account is
asfollows,
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fiwhen we were stopped, we were on the boat and were told to go inside. As
we went inside, we were shut in a room. They asked us if anyone inside
knew Sihala. A few said yes and went forward.
happened to them. Outsideur room there were two Navy members
standing as sentry with AKs [gungQutside there were two more people
with grenades.

They asked all the people inside to say timames loudly. So we all did.

They didthis so that the sound would hide what was happening in the room.

They startedasking people to move towards the back. As | walked towards

the back, they hitmfy or ehead wi t g I donot
know what happened aftehis. Inside this roon}
therewere very small children there under the ¢
of one. They stabbed a 6 month didby ang
ripped open her chest. Girls were also raped al
with other acts otiolation. People were killed.
people were in the boat, 36 wekiled and 36survived. But the survivors
were all tortured.

| was taken to the hospital and regained conscious after 4 days. | was
unable to gao work. | became very sick and was unable to find work after
this.o

Available names of victims (name, ogation, age)
BasubathNirmaladevj -, 20
KanthaiyaSathasivamTeacher56
Jesuthag-isherman-, 46

Mariyamma

A.Kanakalinkam Fisherman-, 34
Thillainathan Fisherman32
Ganappirakasarariyamanikkam Fisherman45
SadaiyaKovinthan Fisherman46
SebamalaAnthonippillai, Fisherman45

10 SebamalaKirusdi, -, 24

11.Nimali, -, 18

12.Anushiya -, 23

13.PenarKirar

14.Pooranam-, 22

15.V.Kanthaiya Fisherman44

16. S.SanthirakumarFisherman30

17. TharmalinganBabuy Student13

18. KumarasamVinayakam Fisherman38

19. SabavathTheyvanajFisherman68

20. Ganappirakasamhevasakayamntisherman42
21.VaiththilingamSathasivamFisherman45
22.Ramanurugan Fisherman52

©CoNoO~wNE
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23.Karaiyur Sinnaiya Government employe85
24, MuththanManivannan Student 13
25.RokesiyanSandirakumarStudent 18
26. Thopmi Nagenthiram-, 23
27.Sinnnavarmnthoni, -, 65
28.Ramanathan, 16

29.Veluppillai Pusparasa, 22

30. GanasekaranPostmaster28
31.VisuvalingamSubajinj Child, O
32.KanakammaHomemaker 55

33. PalaniMokanathanFisherman27
34. TharmalinkamAmirthalinkam -, 18
35.BasubathNirmaladevj Student 19
36.NamasivayaniKanthaiya Driver, 45
37.RamalinkanmParalokanatharFarmer 35
38. Karththikesu -, 45
39.K.Barvathippillai -, 40
40.S.NakendiranFisherman32
41.Kusalakumatri-, 28
42.SanthalinkamChild, 1
43.G.SarojadeviTeacher-, 24

27. Kiliveddi massacre in 1985

Kiliveddi is a Tamil villagein theMuthur region of thelrincomalee district.
In 1977it was annexed to th8eruwela electoral divisiorkollowing this,
the people ofthis village was attacked bthe military and the Sinhala
leadershp forcing the peopléo gradually leave theillage.

On 01.01.1985, the SriLankan
military, its home guards, and Sinhala
thugs entered the Kiliveddi village at
12.00 pm. Kanagasabai was working
—_|as coroner for the area at that time
and he hagravelledto neighbouring
villages on duty. When he saw the
% invaders he hid in a hagtack. He

' Icould identify many of the Sinhala
thugs from the neighbouring Sinhala
village of Dehiwahthaamong the thugs. On that day 10 people were killed
including4 women.

Among the dead women were Kamala Rasaih and her daughter and
RajeswarySharma and her daughter. 125 houses were burnt that day. A
further 13 people,eight men and five women, were taken to the
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Dehiwahtha village. The men werenurdered and the women were raped.
Among these women were Mrs. Sinniah #ed daughter. The women were
left naked after they were raped. When sdfiliveddi people with the help
of the Sinhala people in tH2ehiwaththavillage wentto see, they saw one
of the Kiliveddi women naked and tiegb.

Member of Parliament Thangathurai made a statement about the incident to
the Daily Mirror paper. It was reported widely in the international media.
Thangathurawas accused of false propaganda for making the statement.
The then Minister oDefenceordered his arrest. Thangathurai heard this
and escaped to India.

The day after the above incident, on 02.06.1985, the bus leaving
Trincomalee taJaffna was shot at and 13 people died and 9 people were
injured.

On 03.06.1985, the Sinhala home guard$wlite help of the Sri Lankan
military attacked several villages betweduthur and Kiliveddi. 35 people
died. 200 peopl&vere abducted. The following villages were all set on fire,
Menkamam, KankuveliPaddithidal, Palathadichenai, ArippBoonahar
Peruvdi, MulampodivaththaiParathipuam, Lingapuram, Eechchilampattu
Karunkalmuani, MavadichenaMuththuchenaiand Valaithoddam. In total
1000 houses were set on fire. In tharteen days ending on 14.06.1985, a
total of 150 people were killed. People frahmese villages displaced en
masse. About 100 people crossed the Veruhal Rivememd to Vaharai.
Another 2500 went tMuthur.

28. Thiriyai massacre 08 June 1985

Thiriyai is situated in thenortheast
region of theTrincomalee district.
On 08.06.1985,around 5.30amin
'| the morning, Sri Lankamir force
_| helicopters flew atlow level and
beganshooting. Sri Lankan military
} came in vehicles and told the
: | people to leave the ar&efore they
* begin shooting.After people left,
700 houses400 houses in Thirsi
and 300 houses iKallapattuwere burnt down. Storepaddy and farming
equipments were burnt with the housEsllowing this incident, displaced
people stayed in schools. On 08.08.1985, the_&nkan military attacked
the civilians in the schools. Teaivilians were killedincluding retired
Grama Sevakar, Narayanapillai, President of the Thiriyai Meiltrpose
Society, K Thurainayagam, Secretary of Thiriyai refugees rehabilitation

4
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centre, K.Ekamparam, and the Principal of Thiriyai Vidhyalayam, P
Mahadew. In addition, on 14.08.1985, 6 civilians were pulled out of a bus
and hacked to death.

29. Sampalthivu 04 to 09 Aug 1985

A major military operation was

launched between 04.09.1985 and
* 1 09.09.1985. This operation was
aiming to chase away the Tamils
from northern parts of Trincomalee.
The three forces of the government
of Sri Lanka (land, sea and air)
were engaged in this attack on the

ﬁ% civilians.

The Sri Lankan armed forces ahdme guards with heavy weapons were
deployed in large numbers in the Cahtroad, Ekamparam road,
Veeranagar, Thirukadalur, Uppuveli, 3rd Milepost, Navateed and
Uppuveli junction. They started attacking Tamils. 1500 houses incltigéng
building of Sivanantha Thabovanam which sheltered 200 children and
several shops were ddroyed. Fishing equipment belonging to Tamil
fishermen was stolefMore than 25 civilians were killed in this attack. No
local or internationgournalists were allowed into these areas.

A report by a local school principal, who was also the Presidetheo
CitizensCommittee at that time, documented that in June 1985 alone 311
civilian werekilled in Trincomalee district and in the month of September
383 civilians werekilled. News about this report was published in the
21.12.1985 Saturday Revigvapempublished from Jaffna.

30. Vayaloor massacre 24 Aug 1985

= Ty — Vayaloor is situated in the Amparai
/ district. Vayaloor, Sagamam was a
3 \ colony of the landless poor who were
b4 |settled in 1972 under the
B> “jgovernment 0s pl an to gi
L ‘ highest priority to the devgbment of
B ¢ land for the production of food and
l E ‘\*l_other cropso. To reach Ve
' ‘| has to travel eight miles on foot as
there is only a jungle path leading to

\
+
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the village. There were 200 families living in the village and they had no
access to clean drinkg water, no shops and the nearest government
dispensary was 10 miles away. Yet they continued to stay and cultivate
crops like maize, kurakkan, manioc, yams and other vegetables, depending
on rainwater. Traders from distant places went there in bullodk ta
collect agricultural produce from the chenas. The people built their homes
with poles and mud, thatched them with either coconut cadjan, or grass.

After the attack, which occurred during a ceasefire period, the settlement
was deserted and now thend has been taken over by the jungle. When
people left Vayaloor, they did not carry any of their belongings. They fled
with what they were wearing. They had lost all their possessions including
animals, crops and savings. The attack on the people atodaytarted in

the early hours on the 24th August 1985. S.Vijeya widowed by the Vayaloor
attack, is a mother of five. She says,

ilt was about 6 o6clock in the early hou
trying to light the fire to prepare the tea. Al @ sudden | noticed that there

were a number of men in army fatigues carrying guns standing around our

hut. | was terrified much afraid of the visitors. | began to tremble.

The soldiers found that | had seen them and observing my nervousness,
approacted me with a volley of questions, (in Sinhala), which | did not
understand. Just then my husband walked in and the soldiers spoke to him
and through friendly gestures and show of hands asked him to join them
with the bucket we use for drawing water frome thell. My husband was
asked to follow them and | joined them too. The soldiers rounded all the
males above 18 years from the huts but allowed the aged, the sick and the
weak to remain. They took all the able bodied youths with them. Even
woman were takealong. We walked through the jungle path towards the
East.

The soldiers wanted the men to fetch some water for them to wash before
breakfast . | t was around 8 o6cl ock. The
their food and we starveddid not even have a puof plain tea.

When their breakfast was over, they asked the people to accompany them on

their journey but never told us as to where they were taking us to. We

complied with their orders and proceeded along the jungle path when we

met another group ofoddiers, and the officer commanding that group found

fault with the soldiers who had taken women together with men. The second

group | eader came up to the women and sp
proceed further with the men. The soldiers are in an uiitanarea. We

need men. Wait there under the tree until noon and get back to your places

and your men wil|l return to you after sh
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that place waiting for our men who went in the direction of Kumarankulam,
but they did noteturn.

The sun came vertically over our heads and there were no signs of the men
returning. Since we had to prepare food for our children and for the men
who had gone with the soldiers, we returned to our huts and busied
ourselves cooking food that weldiot eat.

As we were waiting for the men to return, a message came of killing. The
messenger, who himself had escaped death, said the remains of those killed
were scattered in the Kumarankulam area. | could not believe the message
but when the other waen started going to the homes of relatives at Kolavil,
Panankadu and Akkaraipattu in search of safety, | too left Vayaloor. | left
everything behind as they were and went to my people.

The elderly persons whom the army left in their chenas proceedée to t
place where the men were slaughtered. Ggtatken relatives went to
Kumarankulam in tractedriven trailers and brought the dead to our
ancestral villages who were buried according to customary rituals. We lost
all that we owned at Vayaloor." A tradesho went to Vayaloor frequently

on business, Vyramuthu Kanagasabai, said,

"l went to Vayaloor- Periyatalawe on the 23rd evening with the hired
double bullock cart to bring goods for the Sunday fair at Tirukkovil. | spent
the night and helped to uprotite mature manioc. As | was preparing to
leave the area on the 24th, | found the entire settlement rounded up. |
remained in a hut with the farmers. | was taken into custody, but released. |
don't know what happened to the cart, the bulls and the carteol to
Vayaloor. | lost all the money | carried and the bicycle | used for my
journey. When the soldiers asked me to run away, | went, but remained
hiding a little away from Kumarankulam.

A little after | left the farmers, | heard the gunshots. Wherstildiers left in

their vehicles, | went to the place and saw the men shot dead. However,
there were two who were injured. One was shot through the mouth. He did
not die and the other was named Nadarasa. | returned to Vayaloor and
conveyed the fate of theen. Kanagasabai confirmed that as many as 40
were killedo

31. Nilaveli massacre 16 Sept 1985

Nilaveli is located in th&uchchaveli AssistanBovernment Agent Division
in Trincomalee district. Nilavelis 10 Kms from theTrincomalee town.
Following the 1983 ethnic pogrom thé&lilaveli refugee camp was
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— overflowing with peopleOn 16.09.1985, the
. | Sri Lankanarmy and home guards armby
X the military that were stationed in Nilaveli
&Y rounded up the Nilaveli refugeamp. They
e ~ “larrested 24 civilians at thefugee camp and
shot them dead on tispot.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
MurukesuThankarasgFarmer 46
KachchumukatheelMukamathukalithBusiness33
Velu SivasuntharanBusiness24

Velu SithamparanathaBusiness25
SellathhampiNirmalanathanBusiness26
SomasuntharalinkairudkumaranBusiness20
Anthonippillai RajendiranBusiness29
SeyyathupukarpthurasakBusiness32
KanthayaKanthasamiDriver, 28

10 KanapaththippillaSountharrajajDriver, 28
11. SellaththampRatnaajaMechanic 41
12.NesathuraRerandMechanic 19

13. KathirkamaththambKanakasapailLabourer 39
14.Mukamad KashinMukamadrasikLabourer
15. ThamotharampillaNeminathanStudent19
16. Vallipuram TharmalingamStudent 18

17. TharmathasJthayanesarFishermanl19

18. Subramaiyam Kaliraja, Fisherman20

19. SelvavinayagandeyagobanFisherman26
20.Rasaiyar hurainayagamFarmer 36

21. ThamotharampillaSanmokathasafrarmer 24
22.MamankamRanjanesarFarmer 21

23. ApusalipuApthulnaginay Farmer 28

24. SiththiravelMarimuththy Watcher 53

25. Sinthiravel Marimuththy Watchey 60

26. SinkarajarKilisras, -, 20
27.SivabalarKenkatharanClerk, 34
28.PonnuththuraParththeeparLabourer 27
29.YokarasalLabourer 23

30. RatnasamBarvathi Home maker30

CoNoOoO~WNE

32. Piramanthanaru massacre 02 Oct 1985

Piramanthanaru Vige, Kilinochchi is an agricultural areand many
people who have settldtere came through a scheme setrughe 1950s to
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provide land forpeople from poor families. Thewere innocent people
working hardto earn a living.

In the early morning on 2n@ctober
1985, five helicopters landed on the
bund of the tank with around 200
| SLA personal. Some of the army hid
in the bushes until 3pm in the
| afternoon and captured and tied up
passing villagers. Otherwent into
the Piramanthanaru Village and shot
peopk. They destroyed agricultural
products and burnt the houses. Many
of the villagers were injured by the armytagy were hit with the butt of
rifles or kicked with werdevendiedmpsides heavy L
down whilst water was poured down theiose. Somevillagers were
interrogated as to their connections with the LTTE.

Thur airasa Saradha Devi 0s brot her , Pon
massacred otinat day. She says

fiEarly in the morning at 7am on 2nd October 1985, | was preparing

breakfast. My husband had gone to Pulliyampokkani to buy paddy.

Suddenly one helicopter caraad landed by the side of my house. We ran

into the house and hid. The armyrrounded my house. They ordered us to

come out and kneel. There was anottigitd with us who Bo knelt on the

floor. They captured my brother and tied hands. They took him by the

side of the helicopter and gave him a rifle to hold #mok video footage

and a photo. Afterwards they brought my brother to the handeasked me
ifhewasanLTTEnan. | denied this aandwesai d Ohe |
are farmersi we ar e poor people doing farm wor
know about LTTE movement. 6 But the ar my
aweaponi so how could we say that he was not a terrorist

We were hit by guns and boots. They threatened me saying they were going
to shootus and therefore we should tell the truth. They said that my brother
was LTTE andhat they had a photo of him with a gun. The army threatened
that if we did noiagree wih them, they would kill us and all the children.
With that they burnt ouhouse down. We were all shouting and begging
them for mercy. They took royother with them. | followed them and cried
and asked the army several timegdtease him. One army mearkkicked

me with his boots and | fell on the flodfter sometime | opened my eyes. |
did not see my brother. Our house and otheuses were burnt. There was
smoke everywhere. My children and | went Raliyampokkanai and
returned the next morning. Wave so many dead bodies mduld not find

my brother. We went to Mullaithivu and asked the army commaaimtert
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my brother. He denied any knowledge of my brother. Finally somebody told

us that my brotherds body wasandn t he

saw thebody. They had stabbed and pushed him from the helicopter. All his
bones werdroken. We burnt his body at the Site.

Kathirgamarasa a resident says,

fil had many friends in the area where the helicopters were flying low. We
wantedto go thee, but it was impossible. The helicopters landed a quarter
of a mile frommy home. My brothein-law (Sakthivel alias Mahan) was
living in a house one mildom my home. For two hours the helicopters
were flying and there wergunshotsounds. When the agties of the army
appeared to have stopped, a friend asthirted walking that way.

We saw another friend, 22 year old Rasan, returning after tapping toddy
with hisvessel. His home was in the area where the helicopters had landed.

| told him it isnat safe to go. He did not listen to me and proceeded towards
his house. The armshot him on his way to home. He must have been the
first to be shot by the armRasan is originally from Nunavil and his wife is

from Piramanthanaru. | salRa s an 0 s he sidefethe rohdy | cauld

also see the shoe marks of the arfmg one in the village wore covered
shoes like the army). | became suspicious. IRBaavs and6s body i n
temple among the bushes.

We saw shoe marks walking in both directions anccerecluded that the
army must have gone back. We started to walk towards the 40th Canal. We
saw bodies of Sivapatham, Kamini, Sathyalingam, Kanesamoorthy,
Selvarasa, Ramasamy, avdgarasa as we walked. We walked on to inform
the families. They would notrmeout due to fear.

| wanted to go and see my brotheflaw, Mahan, but there was some
suspicionthat the army may have camped there. | hesitated for a while
about what to do nexand then | proceeded towards my brotiret a wo s
house. | met Anton onehwvay.Anton told me what had happened. Mahan
was working in a joint farm with threethers, Nagappar Sathyalingam
(Kanna), Vallipuram Ganesamoorthy (Appan) and/allipuram
Vivekananthan (Ananthan). Appan and Ananthan are brothers. Alldiour
them were liing in one house and doing farming. They were all dead. We
bothwalked on.

We saw a house that had been burnt together with the vehicle parked inside.
We saw two more bodies. One was that of Sathyaseelan and | cannot
remember thename of the other one.h& army had arrested a person
named Pakyam and waasking him with them. When they had come across
Sathyaseelan, they had takevo-thousand rupees from his pocket and his
expensive (to Sawidiwatehsaned thasedtsm awaya n s )
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Sathyaseelan baj poor and unable to accefite huge loss decided to go
back to ask for his possessions from the army. The ahoy him dead.
They shot Pakyam and left his body in the forest. No one knevpeopile
started looking and the smell of the decaying bodaime noticeabld.took

a tractor machine belonging to one of the villagers to move the bodies to
their family home. One man Peran was badly wounded. We changed his
clothes andjave him first aid. Then Anton and others carried him home to
Yakkachchi twentyniles away by foot through lakes. | gave the bodies to
the families and finally toothe body of my brothen-law, Mahan, home.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Kiddinan Sivapathasuntharafarmer 33
Vallipuram KanesamoorththiFarner, 30
Ponnuththurai Pakkiyanathgfarmer 21
Vansanatha Kopiyathilake Kamijriish Busines26
Suppaiya Arunasalamabourer 29

Sinnaiya Sounthararasgemployee 24
Kanthasami TharmasinkarRarmer 23
Nakappan Saththiyalinkarfrarmer 21
Sribanraj SdtthiyaseelapFarmer 26

10 Karuppaiya Tharmalinkapfrarmer 23
11.Karuppaiya Selvaras&armer 24

CoNoOoO~WNE

33. Kanthalai85 massacre 09 Nov 1985

Kanthalaiis situated in thd@rincomalee district. 009.11.1985, Sri Lankan
military went to the home dflayilvakanam neaKanthalaiPillayar temple
and abducted aflix people from the house. Théiodies were later found in
4th Milepost area in Allai roadAmong the six were two daughteos
Mayilvakanam.Postmortemrevealed that the two girls were raped before
being killed.
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34. Muthur Kadatkaraichenai 08, 09, 10 Nov 1985

, — All three divisions of the Sriankan
e Armed Forces attacked Muthur and
el R A Kadatkaraichenai areas bgnd, air and
e R o sea on 08.11.1986, 09.11.1985 and
s by —-10.11.1985. Civilians wereshot and
ey SR S killed and burnwith their houses. More
" . |than 70civilians who sought refuge in
e . w*temples were arrested addsappeared.
— e ~— More than 100houses were set fire.
More than 30 civilians were killed in this attack.

35. Periyapullumalai massacre in 1986

Pullumalai village hadfaced
many atrocities by the Sri
.. | Lankan military. On
«.120.05.1980 the SrilLankan
- | military and its homeguards
~— _burnt down more than 100
homes in Pullumalai. 25 young
| S e N ASS | men from Pullumalai was
L e . |arrested byCol Veeratunge of
Ly ey “ﬁ%the Sri Lankan military and

: ltaken to Kauvamadhu and

killed.

On 08.05.1986, the military arrived from Mahaoya and began attacking the
village. 18 civilians were stood on a line and shot and killed by the military.
51 civiliansdisappeared. Many families were killed en masse. The mother
four children and areight month old baby from the family Nagalingam
Rajaratnanwere killed thaday. Children died when the military stepped on
them with their boots. Kanthasanms Sinhala wife and their child were
killed. The military let two civilians knowito them to escape. They ran and
arrived at Senkalady.

On 10.11.1986, more people were killed including a three month old baby.
Six of the women who were killed were raped before being murdered. 24
people arrestedn this day disappeared. A planned idésdtion parade to
identify the militarymen who carried out these massacres was stopped from
proceeding.
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36. Kilinochchi Railway Station massacre 25 Jan 1986

Kilinochchi town is a hustling businesentre for the Kilinochchi district. It
has abig maket, a railway station and lzospital that draws the people to
the townfrom all around the district. Farmetsjsiness people, government
employeesnd self employed people contribute toeit®nomic activity.

The Sri Lankan military was stationed
in the  Kilinochchi Irrigation
Department hostel in 1986. The
| military was harassing people through
arrests and threats. OR5.01.1986,
five Sri Lankan military personnel
*' were hiding behind the trees south

the Kilinochchi Railway station. The
train from Jafha carrying passengers
to Colombo stopped at the Kilinochchi railway station to pick up
passengers.

As the passengers were boarding the train, one of the military soldiers
opened fire atthe passengers. Frightened people started to run in all
directions.People hid insidéhe railway station and inside the train.

At the end of the shooting, 12 people were dead including four women and
two children.

The government of Sri Lanka made the following statement after this
ma s s a c rsadjer siffaring frommental illness opened fire at the
passengers and killed somd t hem. We apol ogize for the

There were no other steps taken by the government regarding the incident.

Sinnaiyah Nallaiyah

fiWe lived near the Church at 8th milepost. My v
was ateacher. She had received a letter inviting
to Anuradhapura Education Department. So we v
preparing to go there. We were not able to catch
bus.We planned to go by train. When we were at
stationwe heard the gunshots and we hid ourse ) \
Nine SLA soldiers came there. They began to g
randomly from the platform. Nine people were killed

immediately. My wife and son and many others were injured. | shouted

Awatwat er ! 0. My 5 year old son fetched me
my 9 yeaold son and wife dead. After | drank water, | fainted. | was taken

from Kilinochchihospital to Jaffna hospital. Then we heard that the SLA

;\iﬂﬂ! A
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had told that only onesoldier was involved in this attack and he had a
mental disorder. Is it usual for SLAversonel to have a mental
di sturbance?090

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Somasekaram Jeyaseel&tudent 16
Thavarasa Sinnamatiome maker40
Thuraisami Kathirkamu_abourer 18
Thavarasa Suganthjr$tudent11

Bandiyan SivakuruBusiness 26

Kulasekaram ThankammiEome maker64

oahkwnE

37. Vankalai church massacre 06 Jan1986

Vankalai village is in the Mannar district. The Vankalai church served the
villagers of Vankalai.

On 06.01.1986, at 12.30 pm, militan

surrounded the Vankalai vijg and beg ;
shelling and continued shelling till 10.00 ¢
the next day. When the military began fir
in the direction of the residence of the ch
priest, Rev Mary Bastion, he came out in
robeswith his prayer beads and begged t
to stop shootig. The priest was shot. T
military dragged his body to the front of
Ssisterods residents.
story of the church saw this. Many of otlgs
civilians who were runnlng in fear were a |

military was celebratlng their achieveme .
The military then took all the dead bodie
their vehicle and left. All eight bodies excep

that of Mary Bastian were handed over to the hospital by the military. Many
young men who were injured in the shootwere treated secretly.
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A woman eye witness from Vankalai:

fOur house is near the Vankalai church. | was sleeping at that time. At
around 11pm | heard bullet noises all around our house. Some fell on our
house. We could hear these sounds till 6am ttxé merning. | could hear
sounds of torture in one of the rooms.

| thought that the army had left and went to the Church. The Sisters inside
told me to run away as the army were still there. So | did.

When they finally left, I went back and went inte thather - Mary
Bastionds room. There were two boys ther
had mixed in with kerosene on the floor.

Seven people died in total. Six people were in the hospital. The SLA were
dancing and singing that night. It seemed thaythvere all drunk or on
drugs.

| was told that the Father had been shot dead. His body had been dragged

out side and his photo taken. The Fatherod
Camp. That day we could see smoke coming from the Army camp. We

fearedthat he Fat herdéds body was being burnt.

The Bishop and the other Fathers went to the Thalladi Army Camp the next
day to ask for the Fathero6s body. But th
bodyo

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Mariathalmatla ThasharwWorker, 26
Soosaiyappu MenperiStudent 20
Gnanasegaram Rubankurkisherman24
Saviriyan AntonyFisherman23

Muniyappan Neelamegariisherman28
Santhiya AlexshanthaFisherman34

St.Mery Pastiyan Father

Luyisamma Piranda, 60

ONoORWNE
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38. Eeddimurichan massacre 19, 20 Mar 1986

Eeddimurchanvillage is situated
in the Vavuniya district. Most
people in thevillage are farmers.
I n the 197060s

displaced from their homes due
to violence by the Sinhala mobs

| were settled in theettlementf

Dollar farm, Ken farm,Ceylon
Theater and others likat in
Vavuni ya. In the

Lankan military chased these upcountry Tarfritsn their homes in these
settlements and settled Sinhala prisoners in their hamg¢grmed them as

well.

upcountr

198060 s

These Sinhala prisoners tormented the long term residents of the area with
thefts oftheir livestock, farm products and homes. The prisoners also started

to attack thepeople.

On 19.03.1986, the Sri Lankan military and the settled Sinhala prssoner
came through the jungle in many military vehicles and arrived at
Eeddimurchan village at 4.30 pm. They started shooting the people and
burning their homes. They aldook away all valuable things from the

homes.

On the next day the military and Sindajroups rounded up the Nedunkerni
village early in the morning. They started shooting everyone including old
people andchildren. 20 people were killed in the two days of violence.
Property worthhundreds of thousands of rupees was also damaged. The Sri
Lankan Air Forcénelicopter provided cover for the military on land to carry
out the massacre. Thstrafing by the helicopter damaged houses in
Periyakulam, 3 Kms away as weHlrightened people took refuge in the
jungles. Fearing the military, relativesoto the bodies of their family
members and buried them in the jungle.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)

Perumal SrirankarFarmer 59
K.Kailaikkuddi, -, 35
Appuththurai Nery-, 45

ouhwnNE
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Soosaippillai Mikkes Lakkeesabourer 39
Ponnampalam KukathaSarmer 26
Ponnampalam Vaiththeeswar&armer 24
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7. Raveenthiran Kamalakumar 25

39. Anandapuram shelling 04 June 1986

Anandapuram is a small village situated in the
Kilinochchi district. The main occupation of the people
is farming. In 1986 the Sri Lankan military began
expanding their militarycamps in civilian areas and
also was shelling the civilian area3n 04.06.1984, at
5.00 am, the shelling began from the militagmp in
Kilinochchi town towards Anandapuram. One of the
" shells fellon the house of Ramaih Periyanpillai located
on Selva road and completely destroyed his house.

: : 1 Five young children were sleeping one room with
their mother. Four of the children were killed, their bodies broten
smithereens. The fifth child was takenhospital with serious injuries to the
head and the body. He died in the
+ | hospital. Mother also sustained
serious injuries.

All the people displaced from
——| Anandapuram due to the heavy
shelling. When the peopleturned

N to their village they hatb burythe
ﬁ% bodies of the four deachildren in

2 their won yard.

A memorial stone was installed tae place where the children wdreried.
A clock tower was alsbuilt in memory of the fivechildren. Both of these
memorials were destroyed by the Sri Lankan tamyi in its later attacks.
Four of the five children killed were students of the Kilinochcéntral
college.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Periyanpillai Puspakantha8tudent 15
Periyanpillai SenthilkumaStudent 18
PeriyanpillaikamalanathanStudent 20
Periyanpillai KirupaniStudent 11

Periyanpillai VamadeyiStudent13

agrwnhE
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40. Kanthalai-86 massacre 04, 05 June 1986

Kanthalai is situated in the
Trincomalee district. On 04,05.06
* 11986, near the 4th Milepost, Sri
| Lankan Air Fece andhome guards
_|armed by them, stoppethe buses
and identified the Tamils and

attacked them. Manywere killed,

* disappeared andjured.

On 05.06.1986, a bus with 25
passengers going from Trincomalee to Vavuniya was stopped and attacked.
The buswvasburnt. From the ashes 10 bodies were recovered including that
of a child and &aby.

Over the two days, more than 50 civilians were killed and the fate of more
than 35civilians is not known.

41. Mandaithivu sea massacre 10 June 1986

Kurunagar, Pasyur and Mandaithivu are situated
off the southern coast of the Jaffna peninsula.
Sl Surroundedon three sides by the sea and on one
2 side by land, Mandaithivu village had 1200
| families living in it. All the people in the village
W= depended on fishing for thdivelihood.

On 10.06.1986, Sri Lankan Navy men wearing blelokhes approached the
fishermen who were in the seBhe fishermen raised their hands to show
that they arecivilians. However, the Navy meattacked and tortured the
fishermenbefore murdeng them. The eyes @ome of the fishermen were
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dug out. Stomachs of some fishermarre cut open. 32 fishermen from
Kurunagar and one fisherman frdvtandaithivu were killed in thencident.
Boats and nets belonging the fishermen were destroyed.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Thamiyan Erumin Rubet Uthayakum&isherman26
Manuval Mariyanayakantisherman38

Savariyan Jesuthasan Niks&mshermanl3
Somasuntharam Sothinath&sherman62
Visuvanathan VimalanathaRisherman23
Sebathesu Seviydfisherman62

Subramaniyam Kobalakirusnafisherman20
Bankiras Tharsiya$-isherman30

Manuval Mariyanayakantisherman38

10 Mudiyappu Anranithas Rajakumafisherman32
11.Penadict Masila MakenthiraRisherman25
12.Penadict Likorj Fisherman27

13.Kanthaiya MuththusamFisherman55

14. Alosiyas Dyuri Dorasdyul~isherman24

15. Antan Selron VeerFisherman21

16. Alosiyas Likori Donas MountFisherman34

17. Asheervathm AnthonippillaFisherman68
18.Pankiras Antan Vimalathas ThavaRisherman23
19.Yon Yorj Fisherman, 56

20.Penadict AlistapFisherman30

21.Yosapparnanthu Anthonippillaiparnanttitisherman62
22.Pankiras Antani Yuliyad-isherman33

23.Manuval BayarsFisherman56

24.Emiliyanus Maximas EswaraRisherman21
25.Penadic Hubert Resan RamEsheman 19

26. Pattic Alosiyass Donagisherman58
27.Arulanantham PenadidEisherman32

28. Muththaiya Suvaminathan Sebamalai Josagherman57
29. Arulanantham Poniba&isherman60

30. Ganappirakasam Edved Kelinsion JeyakantR&hermanl7
31.Manuval Batti¢ Fisherma, 60

32.Kristhopar SnachchFisherman54

CoNooG~wWNE

42. Seruvila massacre 12 June 1986

Seruvila is situated in th€&rincomalee district. 012.06.1986, two village
headmen, three statmployees, and 20 workergho were transporting
relief food for the refugees we attacked by the horpguards in

Mahindapuram. 21 civiliangvere killed and 2 injured ihis attack. The
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victims weretaking relief for the refugeesho have displaced as a result of
the violence against Tamils Eechilampati.

43. Thampalakamam massacres 1985, 1986

Thampalakamam is a famowslage in the Trincomalee districthe main
> : economic base of thisillage is
agriculture.

On 12.11.1985, Sri Lankan
~—— | military rounded up

Thampalakamam and 9 people
were shot dead.

ﬁg On 26.11.1985, three farmse
. Jwere shot dead and their bodies
were burnt by the military.

In another incident near the temple five people were shut in shop and burnt.
Two, Kubenthiran and Navaratnam died. The other three were rescued with
severe burnsOn 25.05.1986, three refug®e a mother and two sons, who
went to check on theltomes, were shot dead.

On 30.05.1986, military in black uniform entered the home in
Thampalakamam ankllled the father, mother and two children. A 13 year
old girl and another womasscaped with injues.

On 17.06.1986, 8 farmers disappeared from their fields in
Puthukkudiyiruppu inThampalakamam.

On 20.06.86, the Sri Lankan Air Force and the Sri Lankan Army, stationed
at the Thampalakamam junction, made a joint attack on the
Thampalakamam village

People were forced to displace. More than 25 of the displaced villagers took
refugein the Potkerni rice mill in the village. The military that arrived at the
rice mill arrested all the people in the rice mill and took them. The owner
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was spared. Thbodies of those taken were recovered in the forest nearby.
34 people died in thismcident.

On the same day in Sampalthivu five civilians were shot dead. One
Thankarasa waset alight inside his car.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Kanapathipillai Sithambaranathaworker
Suppiah Santhakumesheller
Kanapathipillai SabanayakaWorker, 51
Segar Kanapathipillai
Kanagasabapathy Puvaneswary
Kanagasabapathy Raniji
Kanagasabapathy Thasan
Kanagasabapathy Theesan

. Kanagasabapathy Theepan

10. Subrananiam Selvarani
11.Suvramaniam Suthakaran

12. Kanthasamy Kanagasabapathy
13.Subramaniam Jeyananth

14.Muniiya Lexsumy -, 37

15.Segar Vanitha

16.Segar Rathiga

17.Segar Kanthamuthu

18. Subramaniam Sasikaran

19. Subramaniam Jeyarani

CoNoOGOR~WNE

44. Paranthan farmers massacre 28 June 1986

-— = — Parantlan is situated in thKandavalai
* | AssistantGovernment Agent Division
in the Kilinochchi district.Paranthan is
5 a key town in theKilinochchi district.
[ ; — - The main economic activity of the
t A peopleis farming. Some also fish for

% additional income and someork &s

- % | labourers Paranthan was subjected to
many military attacks has been badly
affected as a result during the war. particular, this area faced the
persistent attacks from the Elephant Pass militamypp of the Sri Lankan

military.

On 28.06.1986 at 5.8™, there was shelling from the Elephant Pass camp.
The military moved forward into the Paranthan main road. Seven farmers
who wereirrigating their plots along the main road were arrested by the

NESOHR
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military for no apparent reason. They were tied togetherabsope and
tortured. Their bodies werater discovered in the nearby by waste water
canal.

Those who arrived to work in the paddy fields that afternoon at 3.30 pm saw
the bodies and informed the families. Many people in Paranthan displaced
i n t h efron tBe® Bones due to such persistent atrocities.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Joseph Sebestian 44

Vaithilingham Palasubramanian) 23
Munusamy Uthayasooriyanl7

Narayanapillai Nadarasa’5

Vinasithamby Sanmuganathat8

Subiah Kanagasaby39

Arumugam Sivagnanasuntharard2

NoOakwNE

45. Peruveli refugee camp massacre 15 July 1986

Peruveli is a Tamil villagsituated in Batticaloa, Km to the right from the
Mallihaithivu junction. The Peruveli GovernmenMixed School was
conwerted into a refugeeamp in 1985.

The Mallihaithivu Grama Sevakar
(GS) division ismade up mostly of
+ | Tamil villages. However, there were
also a few Sinhala villages in this
GS division. Largenumber home
‘|guards armed by the Sri Lankan
\§ g military were stdoned in the
.3 | Sinhala villages obehiwaththaand

» Nilapola. Many locals in these two
villages belonged to these home
guards. Since the Sinhalese villagers and Tamils in adjagdages
socialized well these home guards acted as informants to the miltaich
had a program of killing Tamil civilians.

On 15.07.1986, the home guards and the Sri Lankan military surrounded the
Peruveli refugee camp at night and were lying in waiting. Since the adjacent
Tamil villages to the refugee camp had already beestrdyed by the
military, and sincehe refugees did not move out at night due to fear, no one
knew about the militargnd home guards lying in waiting. As early morning
light started to appear thmilitary and home guards entered the refugee
camps and stged to shoot at randorome of the refugees who have gone

to their homes to check were also attackedtotal, 48 people were shot
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dead and more 20 were injured. Many women were rapgthg this
mayhem. The attack on the refugees lasted till- daigl

One survivor recounts the experience,

fiPeople fromMallihaithivu and some othewillages
were living in Peruveli refugee campfear of the army.
That day, all people in the villageere rounded up right
throughout the night. Atlawn, they shot, kilte and
tortured everyone thesaw.

They went into the refugee camp and set fire toctittages. Whilst the
cottages were burning, peopleere grabbed by their heads and legs and
thrown into the fire. They also threw people who were alive into the fire.
People were scared and were all hiding in families of four and five in some
houses.They took all the men out of the houses. They shot, cut them and
threw them in thevells.

They shot and took away about twenty five bodies on a vehicle. The bodies
were returned three days later. They had poured acid on their face

could notrecognize them. All the wells and pits had bodies dumped in them.
We could notcount the bodies that day because there were bodies
everywhere.

Usually when the army comes, we héghting noises continuously. So we
thoughtthe same was happening. But it was only when the army left and we
went into thevillage, we realised that nearly every well and pit had a body.
People who hadome to the village for work had also died there.

Those in the refugee camps were the most tortured. They were building
separatehuts to live. The huts were burnt and the people were all shot.

People were alstaken away. When these people returned they were in such
a tragic state. Theiarms and legs werbroken and they could not walk.

We were too scared to stay in the village. If the army returned we too would
be shot. We could not bury people in individual holes. We could not even
touch thebodies- that's how badly disfigured they were. We dug ahoilg

with a machinedumped the bodies and then closed up the hole.

The brutality that was done at the refugee camp was unimaginable. Some
peopleare mentally affected by. ito

46. Thanduvan bus massacre 17 July 1986
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o : —Thanduvan is situated on the
= ; : + Mullaithivu-Vavuniya main road,
p ; 4 Kms from Nedunkerni, driving
[ : towards Mullaithivu. Thanduvan
R village is part of theDddisuddan
SEY el 8 " |Assistant Government Agent
division in the Mullaithivu
district. The main occupation and
income of the Vvillage is
agriculture. Pedp of the village
had to travel tdNedunkerni to buy their regulaecessities.

4
2

On the fatal day of 17.07.1988, many people were in the bus connecting
Mullaithivu to Nedunkerni. The bus belonged to the state operated bus
service. Orthat day the Nedunker area was cordoned off and searched by
the Sri Lankanmilitary under the command of Gen Kobbekaduwa.
Supporting and protecting trmrdon and search was a military helicopter
belonging to the Sri Lankan Air Forcé this situation, the Thanduvan
peoplein the bus were unable to proceedNedunkerni. The bus driver
turned back the bus and started to drive backudiaithivu. The military
helicopter followed the bus and started to fire at the Gag Km from the
Thanduvan school in the direction of Maithivu, a rocket wasired at the

bus. 17 people in the bus, including the bus driver were killed. A futther
people in the bus were injured.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Segu Abdul Kathafarmer 55

Nagamani Thatchanamoortigovernment Staff30
Subramaniyam Sabaratnam28

Sivalingham Viveganantham17

Kumarasamy Velauthampillai, 22

Muthukumar Kaneswary ,35

ouhwNE

47. Muthur Manalchenai massacre 18 July 1986

On 18.07.1986, Sri Lankan military
conducted a cordon and sear
operation in villages of Manalchenai
‘'and Peruveli in Muthur. 44 civilians
- —| were arrested and taken away and shot
dead. Most of those Kkilled were

vt b | 27 _ | displaced people from the villages of
S AR N * Menkamam, Kankuveli and
P AE gAY : | Mallihaithivu.
61
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48. Adampan massacre 12 Oct 1986

Adampan village is situated in thdanthai West AssistanGovernment
Agent Division inMannar district. This is a farmingllage. The villagers
have sufferedendless atrocities at the hands of thearby Thalladi Sri
Lankan militarycamp for more tha20 years.

On 12.10.1986 at 4.00 am in the
morning, the Sri Lankan military
moved out from the camp through
the Mallihathivu village and
rounded up the Adampanmillage.
"I They shot and killed the sleeping
villagers and burnt down several
| shops.The military that entered the
village at 5.00am continued the
attack until 11.00amThe military
threw the bodies into the rice fields and on the road and left. Mare20
civilian lost their lives and many shops wérgntdown.

Suvannah Sab asntaftherepentislasafollaws, a c c

Al was sleeping at home and heard blasting
noises aroundlam. We woke up to see what had
happened. There wasleelicopter in the air. We
started running and wersurrounded by bomb
blasts. We ran to a nearby Muslirillage.

We returned around 12 pm. We hid in a tree and
saw thatthe army were everywhere along with
blasting sounds. Tharmy had rounded up the
whole place. Things were brokepeople were crying. Everything was a
mess. There were jeeps everywhere. Chedend a jeep were the Special
Task Force. We heard rapid fire near where theg stopped. 22 vehicles
had come to Thamarakulam. | counted them. PolicethedSLA joined in
on this. Two of my relatioris Pasumai and Cheenanwere ontheir way
back from &uneral. They were shot and left on the road.

The army left around 3pm and we came back to find wounded bodies and
bloordever ywher e. I candt describe the situc:
all of this withmy own eyes.

They took boys from this vilie away to where the land mines were and
hurtthemWe wer e tortured | ike this in 694, 0
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shell, we wouldust leave everything and run. They would come at any time
of the day morning,evening and nighb.

Available names ofictims (name, occupation, age)
Thangavel Ramarseller

Vasthian Sagayanathan Kuy@eller
Julian Jeyaseelafarmer 22

Mamundi SelvarasStudent 14

Antony KasparCarpenter63

Antonipillai Mesiyas Farmer 28
lyampillai Nagamuthp- ,84

Kristhogu Jova, Farmer 65

. Arokkiam SanthalFarmer 30

10.Rosais Pulendrafrarmey 32

11. Sabapathipillai Thangamma 70
12.Veerasingham Manoranjithgi8tudent 24

CoNoO~wWNE

49. Periyapandivirichchan massacre 15 Oct 1986

W e | Periyapandivirichchan villages
K Pl s in the Madhu Assistant
T 0 | Govenment Agent division in
| Mannar district. The villagdas
rice fields adjoining largéorests.

On 15.10.1986, one of the
_|villagers, Rasanayagam was

| working in his vegetable ploHis

two daughters returnechome

from school. Afterhaving lunch

the two gifs took lunch for their father working in the farm. Thperson

who guards the next farm, Joseph Francis aged 72, the father and two
daughters were sitting in the small hut in the farm.

The Sri Lankan military that came through the forest fired towael$attm.

A little later they arrived at the farm and started attacking Rasanayagam. His
daughter wagortured and her breasts and vagina were cut. Joseph Francis
was also cut intpieces.

The military left the place after this attack. Rasanayagam anadtties
daughterescaped with injuries.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. Rasanayakam Maria Anaste&tudent11
2. Joseph Piransisabour,72
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50. Kokkadichcholai87 massacre 28 Jan 1987

T | Kokkadichclolai is situated in the
P Batticaloa  digict. ~ Farming,
- Ngebe” = ~|fishing and prawn farming were
O P [ the mainoccupations of the people.

% \ On 29.01.1987, Sri Lankan
- AT T military began its attack on the
Oy - N X ) % village andcontinued it for three

T = days. The military entered the
vilage from Kondavedduvan,
Kaluvanchikudi, Vdaveli, and Kallady camps in military truckand
helicopters. They took people aged from 14 to 40 and killed more than 200
of them.

A prawn farm was operated with aid from United States of America in
Mabhiladiththivu. It was employing a large number ofrlsgrs. 135 workers

in this prawn farm were among those killed on 28.01.1987. The military
shot dead 24eople who took refuge in the Kokkadichcholai rice mill.
Seven of those killed wesged 12 years old.

Sellathurai Ravinathan was a watchman at theviPigarm. On the day of
themassacre, Ravinathan was on the day shift. His account of the incident is
as follows:

fil left for work early in the morning. Unlike normal, that morning there
were 2 or 3helicopters circling in the air. | knew something wasngoto
happen. | ran to thé’rawn Farm, together with many other men. We all
believed that because tRegawn Farm was owned by Westerners, we would
be safe there. We had bemaught and questioned twice before by the Army
but we were allowed to go. Whkerefore ran there hoping it would give
some protection.

At the junction, there was a large military vehicle. Army started jumping off
and running onto the road. This was the first time we knew what the STF
looked like. Allthe SLA that were on the road, neepointing their guns
towards the Prawn FarmOne man stood up, pointed his gun and came
towards us. The two or three peopleat were with us saw this and bent
down and slowly went the other way throuthie water. Ambikaipatham
sai d, " D o n 6otthey willshoot kVieryopete softly whispered
and told them to come back. They came back.

NESOHR
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People from Muthalaikuda, Munaikadu, Mahiladiththivu, and
Ambalanthuraiwere all caught up in here. Narayanapillai was returning
from the fields and ran into therawn Farm. The first bullet was aimed at
him and it hit him. Three armyersonnel came to the place where we were.
They shouted and told us all to gatherone place. Whilst everyone was
trembling with fear, they fired their gun ond&veryone ran awafjrom that

spot. | took cover behind the little huts that werethe Prawn Farm. A
young boy called Theivanayagam ran before us. We heatden gun fire.

We dondét know what happ eprotedtiontiothehi m. I i
small river. A young boy dald Nesathurai did the same in frontrag. In

the meantime, the Army turned the vehicle towards the direction people had
run and started fire. They shot the little children who were in the Prawn
Farm looking after the little birds. These poor children Wwbeome very
early in themorning to make sure that no birds attacked the prawns that
were being farmedThey hoped that they would get somethifgpwever

little - in return for this. Howcould they shoot such poor little children?

| removed the clothebat | was wearing and ran through the small Kanna

Forest.As | was running, | heard gun fire. After a little while, | heard no

noise from thalirection of the Prawn Farm. | thought that | should return

and have a look at whatad happened. As | was abdotdo this, an old

man stopped me and saitl,Br ot her , pl ease donot go bac
every one".

My elder brother, who witnessed this massacre, lost his mind for three or
four dayso

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. V.Vijayasingham
2. V.Yogeswaran
3. V.Muththuthamby
4. V.Kulanthaivel
5. V.Jeevaratham
6. S.Lavan

7. S.Veelapoodi

8. S.Yoganathan

9. S.Mahendramoorthy

10. S.Mayiluppoodi

11. S.Mylvaganam

12. S.Thillainayakam

13. S.Puvaneswary

14. S.Eagamparam

15. S.Sivanesarasa

16. S.Suthakaran

17. S.Chanthosam

18. S.Mageswaran
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19. S.Thiyagarasa
20. SKunathunga

21. S.Rajeswary

22. G.Kurugulasingham
23. G.Nadesam

24. Velachchi Rasaiya
25. V.Valliyammai

26. V.Visumappoodi
27. V.Ariyanayakam
28. V.Nallathamby
29. V.Rasaiya

30. S.Vijayalingham
31. S.Manikkappodi
32. S.Kapilan

33. S.llanthiraiyan

34. S.Pavani

35. K.Amirtharasa

36. K.Narayanapillai
37. K.Sownthararasa
38. K.Amirthalingham
39. K.Nadarasa

40. Y.Seethevipillai
41. A.Saththianantham
42. A.Santhirapillai
43. A.Revathy

44. A.Komanathas
45. A.Tharsana

46. A.Premalatha

47. A.Premasasikala
48. A.Pakkiarasa

49. A.Kunamani

50. M.Sellathamby
51. M.Jeyanthimalar
52. M.Mageswary

53. M.Paranchsoothy
54. M.Kanapathipillai
55. M.Nallaratnam
56. M.Vasantharasa
57. M.Sithamparanathan
58. M.Saththiaseelan
59. M.Palasubramaiam
60. M.Nadesan

61. T.Sasikaran

62. T.Santhirasegaram
63. T.Murugesu

64. T.Kanagasingham
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65. T.Rasenthiran
66. T.llanko

67. P.Suthakaran
68. P.Ambikaipalan
69. P.Nadarasa

70. P.Shanmugarasa
71. P.Shanmugam
72. P.Venukaran

73. P.Kanga

74. K.Sivagnanasivam
75. K.Sinnamuthu
76. K.Romikaran

77. K.Poonnuthurai
78. K.Pavan

79. K.Palasundram
80. K.Palipoodi

81. K.Kumarathasan
82. K.Kanthavanam
83. K.Kanthasamy
84. Kathirgamathamby Thayanantham
85. K.Raveendran
86. K.Vikanthan

87. K.Sivamani

88. K.Sinnathamby
89. K.Suvijini

90. K.Suthakaran
91. K.Santhalingham
92. K.Subramaniam
93. K.Sugathan

94. K.Santhirasegaran
95. K.Gnanamuthu
96. K.Sownthararasa
97. K.Somasuntharam
98. K.Theivanayagam
99. K.Kopalapillai
100.K.Malarvili
101.K.Parameswary
102.K.Puvaneswary
103.K.Palasanthiran
104.K.Krishnapillai
105. K.Kajenthiran
106.K.Kanthaperumal
107.K.Kandiah
108.K.Kandiah
109.K.Nallamma
110.K.Narumalathevy
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111.K.Nishanthan
112.K.Nagarasa
113.K.Ulaganathan
114.K.yugamini
115.K.Rupavathani
116.N.Vinothakumari
117.N.Suvajini
118.N.Subramaniam
119.N.Kopalapillai
120.N.Jogeswary
121.N.Kulanthaivel
122.N.Inparasa
123.D.Rajini
124.Rasaratnam Thambirasa
125.R.Sivapatham
126.R.Veelappodi
127.R.Mahalingham
128.R.Thangavel
129.R.Thangamma
130.R.Thampiraa
131.R.Kaneshamoorthy
132.R.Kamalathevy
133.R.Uthayakumar

51. Paddithidal massacre 26 April 1987

S

. | the

w

Paddithidal is a Tamil village and
it is situated 10 Kms from Mutur
in Trincomalee. The village is in
Mallihaithivu ~ Assistant

GovernmentAgent division. From

the beginning of1987 there were
military attacks in therea.

On 26.04.1987, there were clashes
between the Sri Lankan military

and the LTTE near th#&allihaithivu junction. Three Sri Lankan military
personnel were killed in this clash. Among these kileere Kanifa, a
Muslim home guard. To take revenge for this the military enteéined

Paddithidal village and searched. People had already left the village

suspectinghat the military will attack the civilians if they face defeat at the
hands of theLTTE. Ore Christian family of 16 members was praying as

they continued to stap the village.
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The military opened fire at those praying. They burnt the people still
struggling after the shooting. All 16 members of the family were killed.
Three babies andevera children were among those killed. One family

member, Konan Ulaganatascaped death.

AMy name is Ul aganam
grew up inPaddithidal. On Sunday 24th ¢
April 1987, | went tochurch on my own.
family did not accompany mé&®n the wg
back | saw that the families in the villagere
running and hiding. | tried to see if my fa
wasamongst them. Thinking that perhaps = =
family hadgone in another direction to hide| _ N
decided that | wouldgo home and chec. Tl §

born

anyway. | heard bomb blastd was very scared of what mlght have

happened.

| ran back to my house. | saw that my house was burning. As | was
wonderingwhere my family could have gone, | reached the front door step
and saw that evergingle person in my family was dead. My wife, 2
daughters, big brother, his wiféjs 5 kids, my wife's big sister and 3 kids,

my mother and my younger sister werdrathere.

In desperation, | tried to kill myself in the firdut the two people with nie

grabbed me before | could. They took maw to the place in which they

werehiding and kept me there.

| returned the next day and tried to make sense of how they had died. My
youngestlaughter looked like she had been eating rice at the time. She was
leaning againsthe door with a bullet thnagh her head. | was just able to
work out that it was myoungest daughter because it was a very small face.

There was no one left in the village, they had all run away. | put all the

bodies in acart, and took them to a forest. | dug a big pit. | tippedr the
cart and all thebodies fell into the pit. | covered them all up with sand.

My elder aunty, who had come to the village as a refugee, told me that she

was withmy family at the time. This is her account of what happened.

She

ran to warn themnto hide and then ran away and hid in the banana trees in

our house.

Before the army got there, they (my family) all took out their identity cards.
Thearmy did not even look at their identity cards. The army took their guns
and shoteveryone. She could hregeople pleading to not be killed and then

there wassilence. The army set the house alight and left.
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When she went back to house to see if anyone was even remotely alive, so
that shecould try and save any of théinthey were all dead. Everyone had

been shot or cut.As the house was burning, she did not stay there any

|l onger than she had too.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Ulaganathan Jeyapriya 26
Ulaganathan Jeyarathinfant, 01
Ulaganathan Yogeswarklouse wife 26
Paththinan Krishanthilnfant, 02
Paththinian Piraga$tudent13
Paththinian Atputharasénfant, 02
Paththinian NesarStudent17
Paththinian Soban&tudent12
Paththinian SeethiyammBouse wife 34
10 Konan PaththiniariWorker, 42
11.Konan Ponnammadouse wife 60
12.Konan Mery -, 23

13. Sinnathurai Yogeswary, 29

14. Sinthamany Palamuruga8tudent11
15. Sinthamany Yogaras&tudent 14

16. Sinthamany Kokuleswanstudent 15
17.Sinthamany Senthilmanjarmer 30

©CoNoO~wWNE

52. Thonithiddamadu massacre 27 May 1987

Thonithiddamadu villge is situated irthe Vaharai Assistant Government
Agent Division in the Batticaloa
district. This is a Tamil majority
%~ . |village. The main economic
; e activities of the villagers are
[ farming and fishing. This
vilage had nurtured and
safeguarded its own ancieatt
forms and culture. This village
is one of those villages in
Batticaloa that isbounded by
wl 3 Sinhala villages. People went to
the nelghbounng Slnhala villagesparchase their daily needs.

On 25.05.1987, the Sri Lankan military opened fire in thenith@damadu
village. Frightened people kept to their homes.
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On 27.05.1987 at 2.00am at night, the military entered the village and shot
and killed people who were asleep. Thirteen people were killed in this
massacre.

53. Alvai temple shelling 29 May 1987

Alvai village is situated in Jaffna
district. The Mutlumariamman
. |temple in Alvai is one of the
.| famous temples idaffna.

- On 29.05.1987, the Sri Lankan
military launched its operation
liberation attackon Jaffna. Attacks
were carried out fronthe Ralaly
military camp, and from aiand
sea. Through pamphlets dropped from air and through the announcement in
the military radio service from Palaly, people were asked to take refuge in
temples.Some people had taken refuge in tathumariammantemple.

The temple wasilled with around 10,000 people from the villages of Alvai,
Inparuddi, Thikkam, Vathiri, Nelliyadi, Thampasiddi, Puloly and
Karaveddi. Since the temple was higth broad corridors it was able to
accommodate all the people.

On that fatal dg the temple was overflowing with people. At 11.00pm a
shell firedby the military fell on a tree in front of the temple. Some people
sitting under thetree were injured. The next shell fell inside the temple
many were killed includingvomen and childrenThe following shells fell

in another part of the temple killitgvo young men seated there. The three
shells falling inside the temple causidgaths created panic among the
people. 40 people died inside the temple and maarg injured.

Available name®f victims (name, occupation, age)
Kanapathipillai Sivagami , 69

Kumaran NallathambywWorker, 60
Thuraisingham Kalavathy, 26
Natkunasingham Chandrasegar&tudent08
Sanmugam Pologanatha&tudent 16
Kanthar MarkanduwWorker, 67

Yogarasa Rathynfant 01%2

Sivanady Ramanathaboctor staff 22
Visuvalingham Rasakopdtarmer 30

10 Kathirithamby Vallipillai, -, 77

11. Thambiiya Ramanarstudent 18

12. Thangamayil Sujath&tudent16

©CoNoOhk~whE
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13. Thavarasa Anupam&tudent06
14.Thavarasasingham Kamaleswat)38
15.Ratnam Maikam House wifg 65

16. Tahnigasalam Tharmenthira®tudent 08
17.Markandu Sellammadandicaaft, 58

18. Kanthar ManrkanduWorker, 67
19.Markandu NaguleswaraklVorker, 34

20. Selliah NagammgéHouse wife 50
21.Kathirgamathamby Yoganantha®tudent 12
22.Kathirgamathamby SelvanthanStudent14
23.Manikam Nagendraraj&tudent 13
24.Manikam Usharaniinfant, 03

25. Masilamani Sutharinfant, 01

26.Kanesh Ampigapathy, 48

27.Kathrgamu KidnapillgiSeller, 61
28.Kanesapathy Suthakarakgreculture 16

29. Sivalingham AnnammaHouse wifg 65
30.S.Marnkam, Worker, 57

31.Nagamuthu Sothilinghanfrisherman63
32.Manikam MalligathevyHouse wife 41
33.Premanantharas@/orker, 27
34.Panchchadcharam Tharmakulardsamer 28
35.V.Marimuthy, Worker, 54
36.K.SaddanatharFarmer 54

37.Ravindran SellamanHouse wife 30

38. Kanapahipillai SinnathuraiFarmer 60

54. Eastern University massacre 23 May 1990

The Eastern University is in théantharumodai village in Batticaloa. This
is one of the 13 universities in the island. At any given year about 3000
students will be enrollenh this university.

In 1990, following Sri Lankan military attacks on people, people from many
regions of Batticaloa have taken refuge in the Eastern University.

On 23.05.1990, large number of Sri
Lankan military arrived from the
Saththurukondan mikiry camp at
|the Eastern University. They
arrested 58 young men tied their
—— | hands and legs and took them to the
. |neighbouring villages. There they
ﬁk were all killed. The military came

s |again on 24.05.1990 and arrested
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another 168 people who had taken refugehatBEastern University. They
were also killed in a similar manner to the earlier massacre.

226 people were killed in these days by the Sri Lankan military.

55. Sammanthurai massacre 10 June 1990

Sammanthurai village is situated in th&8ammanthurai #Ssistant
Government AgenDivision in the Amparai district. The village hésge
paddy fields. Ancient temples like ti@nnaki Amman temple and the Kali
temple ardocated in this village.

10.06.1990, Muslim groups with help
from the Sri Lankan milityy attacked
the people of this village. When the
+ people attempted to escape by
running away, themilitary opened
fire at the people. 37 people were
* killed and many more weigjured.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Thambirasa Uruthirg Student 16

Rasaratham Ramachchandraabour, 19
M.Thasan

M.Kanapathpillai

K.Vadivel

S.Kaneshan

Sinnathamby Markandu

NoOkwWNE

56. Veeramunal massacre 20 June 1990

Veeramunai is a village in the Amparai district. It is a traditional Tamil
village. Sammathurai is the adjacent Muslim village where the Muslim
people who were chased away from the coastal areas by the Portuguese
colonizers have settled. The Muslims and Tamils have historically lived side
by side and together have built a prosperous and fue@oenmunity

On the 20.06.1990, Sri Lankan military rounded up the Veeramunai village
and ordered the people to go to the Veeramunai Pillaiyar temple. Everyone
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who stayed at home without going to the temple was shot dead. Later on
that day the militaryarrived at the temple in large numbers. There were
more than 1000 people who had gone to the temple on orders from the
military. The military selected every male over the age of 15 from the
temple. 69 young men, all civilian youths, were arrested in fobriheir
relatives. The arrested men were taken to the Sammanthurai Marjan School
where they were tortured. 50 men died and their bodies were taken to the
forest nearby and burnt.

The military again took several
more people from the temple on
29.06.1990and all of them have
disappeared.

Following these two incidents
people displaced from the temple
to the Karaithivu

| Mahavidhyalayam School. On
03.07.1990, the military again
rounded up this school and took
11 young men. They too have disappeared.

Again on 05.07.1990, the military took away a further 13 men. All of them
were tortured and killed and their bodies were burnet with tires.

People who went in search of those who were arrested were attacked by the
military. Following this people displaced agato a refugee camp near
Veeramunai. On 10.07.1990, the military arrested another 15 young men
from this Veeramunai refugee camp and took them to the military camp.
There they were tortured and killed and their bodies were burnt.

On 16.07.1990, eight vmen who went from the refugee camp to check
their homes were arrested at thialwaththacheckpoint. They were gang
raped by more than 30 SLA men and killed. Their bodies were burnt.

On 26.07.1990, the military again arrested 32 young men. 23 of them were
school children. All of them have disappeared.

On 29.07.1990, eight school teachers who were travelling with their family
were arrested. All of them have disappeared.

On 01.08.1990, 18 civilians who were passing through the Savalakkadai
road were arged by the military and the home guards operated by it.
Among them were four women and a baby. They were all killed using sharp
weapons and their bodies were put inside the Savalakkadai temple and
burnt.
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On 12.08.1990, Muslim groups that entered ther&®enai refugee camp
began attacking the people. Ten civilians were killed. Many more were
injured. Among the dead are the temple manager Thambimuthu Sinnathurai
and two babies. Those injured in the Muslim attack were taken to the
Sammanthurai hospital wreethey were refused treatment. They were then
taken to the Amparai hospital. The military came to the hospital and
abducted three of the seven victims who were admitted to the hospital. The
other four escaped back to Veeramunai.

In Veeramunai 600 housegere set alight. A further 1352 houses were set
alight in the villages of Malwaththa Mallihaithivu, Newtown,
Kanapathypuram, Valaththapiddy, and Sammanthurai.

Between 20.06.1990 and 15.08.1990 more than 200 people were either
killed or disappeared fronveeramunaiand the adjacent villages. More
2000 houses were burnt.

Some accounts of withesses to these incidents follows.
A resident of Ganapathipuram, who was a witness said:

fiwhen the army entered the limitsMélwaththa, the soldiers shot people

at sight, while houses were looted and burnt. We, on hearing gunshot and
seeing flames rising from burning homes, fled with our family to save the
women and children. We reached the Veeramunai Temple on foot and found
people from other villages had arrideat the Temple earlier. Subsequently,
people from Amparai, Mahlaithivu and Sammanthurai Tamil division
joined us. o

A resident from Veeramunai said:

AWe found the soldiers were creating a
picked up from their homes,ethioad and the paddy fields. To escape from

possible arrest and death, we went to the Temple that was made a refugee

camp. | am aware that persons in the employment of the government on

their way to work were seized and killed and burnt at a place cabedii#
junction. 0

The operation of the army at Veeramunai was
described by a mother who said:

army vehicles drove into the Veeramunai temple,
where thousands of people (Tamils) had taken
refuge. The soldiers adle an announcement
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through the loudspeakers requesting all males over the age of 15 to
assemble in the temple courtyard. People were agitated since the refugees
had left their homes because of fear of the soldiers who had gone on a
killing spree there. Om by one the men went out into the open space
opposite the temple and stood. Women were the most disturbed and stood
watching. The soldiers entered the temple and examined the inner sanctum
to ascertain whether anyone was hiding inside. They found no mhe a
began to inspect the youths standing opposite the temple. Of the number
surveyed, the soldiers began picking some youths and able bodied children
and got them to board a CTB bus they had brought.

The women went before the soldiers and asked themtidatvere trying

to do. One of the officers said they were being taken for questioning and
would be released after interrogation. The women pleaded with the soldiers
stating that their children were never associated with any form of terrorism
and that evey one of those picked up by the army was an innocent youth.
The soldiers ignored the tears of the women and started to leave the temple
premises with the youths. We fell in front of the vehicles and worshiped the
soldiers to leave our boys. The officer wld the raid spoke harshly to us
wailing women that he would order his men to shoot every man and women
who were obstructing the vehicle. The women fearing the worst retreated
and the army carried away our children. A few returned later battered and
brused, foll owing severe tortureo.

A youth who escaped from sure death after arrest, made the following
statement:

il was one among those arrested on 20th
The soldiers having picked up a number of young men, who wereagfuge

at the Temple, took us to the SammanthuraMAatjan Muslim School

where we were beaten severely without any reason. The soldiers first

attacked us with gun butts and thereafter kicked us and boxed our faces. The

young men picked up at the refugee cawepe later paraded before a fair,

fat youthful stranger. When | was produced before him, he said "No" and |

was taken aside. | found that the stranger saying "Yes" to most of the young

men produced before him that evening. Th
were taken into another building. Those who were taken aside on the
pronouncement of fANooO were produced befo
speech in Tamil. | was in no mood to grasp what he said. The torture | had

suffered a little while before had robbede of my strength and vitality. |

could hardly keep standing as | was assaulted by around 15 men
simultaneously. The officer told us to get back to the Temple from where we

were picked up. The others who were separated from us, we learnt were

carried to aplace called Malaikadu a rocky place in shrub junglein

army trucks and killed. Of the many picked up from the refugee camp at the

Temple, only around 20 returned. We learnt that half burnt human bodies
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were rotting at Malaikadu and the Muslims, unabtebear the stench of
decomposing human flesh, carried several tractor loads of paddy husks to
cover the rotting bodies and burnt them.

Madasamy Kathirkamamoorthy

| was living in Veeramunai, a village in Amparai. We were very poor. We
had no dad. Whel did not go to school, | used to go to Amparai for work.
One day on the way to work | heard there was trouble. So | returned home.
My mother said that it was not safe for us to stay at hertieere are
beginning to hit everyone.

My sister who was maied was living one kilo meter away. | told my mother

to get ready and | went to get my sister. My sister too said that we had to
leave with my mother. On the way to get my mother, five hundred meters
before her housé an army truck had stopped. No one wasniform. They

were all in civil, but they were carrying weapons. | was living in a small
village, with about ten or fifteen families. When | saw this truck |

i mmedi ately felt scared. |l stopped my
These armed merasted hitting peoplé they spoke in Sinhala and told me

to get into the truck. There were 9 of us that were hit and made to get onto
the truck. Some of the nine had blood dripping down them. Two of us were
young, the rest were married men with childr@vhen the wives came to
stop theni they hit the wives and children that got in the way.

In the truck, they told us to lie down and took us to a big forest in Amparai.
They made us take our sarong off and used it to tie our hands behind our
back. They std in front of us, loaded their machine guns and shot
everyone.

| turned to my sidé my leg and arm were hit by the bullets. | have a big
scar on my leg. As people tried to get up, they were again shot till they were
dead on the floor. So | just laiddle with my eyes shut. My leg was badly
hurt. | was not even sure | had a leg. | dragged my leg and slowly walked
awayo.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Namasivayam Thevarasa

T.Mathavan

Kanthakkuddy Tharumalingham
Rasalingham Alagaiah

N.Rasan

P.J.Piyanthan

M.Arulmani

Nagalingham Thavarasa

Palasuntharam

CoNoO~whE
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10. Kanthavanam Kumar

11. Thampipillai Kandiah
12.Ponnaiah Maheswaran
13.N.Santhirakumar

14.Murugesu Uthayakumar

15. Muthulingham Sellaiah

16. Karuvalthamby Thiruchchelvam, 31
17.Nagalingham Thiyagarasklasan 24
18. Siththathurai SammanthaRarmer 77
19. Thambimuthu KandiahNorker, 25
20. Thirunavukarasu Karunanithifarmer 18
21.K.Alagaiah

22. Sinnaththamby Ravichchandrddriver, 22
23.M.Muthukumar

24.A.Sivanesan

25.A.E.Thevathasan

26.Vairamuthu Sivam
27.llayathamby Kanapathipillai

28. Sinnaid Muthaiya
29.A.A.Sanmugavel

30. Thangarasa Manokaran
31.Sanmugam llachsegeBtudent 18
32.Markandu Sivananthan
33.Kathiravelu Rasalinghanfrarmer 29
34.Thangarasa Uthayasooriyan
35.Kanthavanam Somasuntharam
36.Kanthavanm Arumugam
37.Alagaiah Samiththamby
38.Kandiah Thishanayakka

39. S.Manokaran

40. Sinnaththamby Annathasan
41.Sivasampu Thevarasa
42.Samiththamby Subramaniyam
43.Pandiyan Muniyandi

44. A.Siththiravel

45. Sellaiah Krishnapillai
46.P.Nanthasiri

47.A.Paramanathan

48. A.Murugasapillai
49.Kathiresapillai Santhirasegar
50.K.Ravichchandran

51.K.Alagaiah

52.V.Rasathurai

53.V.Piransis

54.P.Suseepan

55.A.Yoganathan
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56. Selvan Sivanathan
57.Sivagnanam Kaneshan

58. Sellaiah AshogarElectricity worker 24
59. A.Kanagaretnam

60. Sellaththamby Karunanithyaper company worke24
61. Manickam Jeganathan

62. Sinnaththamby Vanniyasingham
63. Veluppillai Suthakaran
64.Kalikkuddy Ulaganathan

65. Seeni Thapaseelan

66. Thevanayagam Mehenthiran
67.Markandu Yogarasa

68. Santhiran Arulappan

69. Maniam Somasuntharam
70.Veluppillai Nagenthiran

71. Siththiravel Pathmanathan
72.Palan Ketharan

73.Egamparam Tharumalingham
74.Veluppillai Theivanayagam
75.Nallathamby Thavarasa

76. Velluppillai Santhirakumar
77.Seeniththamby Velmurugu

78. Sivananthan Palachchandran
79. Kirupanantham Amirthalingham
80. Velluppillai Thiruchchelvam-, 22
81. Sivanantham Ravichchandran
82. Arasaretnam Mahenthiran
83.Alagaiah Veerasenan
84.Alagaiah Ragunathan

85. Muthulingham Palapaskan

86. Kanapathipillai Ponnuththurai
87.Sangarapillai Vilvaras@&armer 20
88. Siththaturai Thevarasa

89. Sivananthan Indran

90.Kandiah Kaneshamoorthy

91. Samiththamby Thangavebtudent 24
92. Samiththamby Kanapathipillai
93. Velluppillai Yogarasa

94. Subramaniam Nadeswaran

95. lyathurai Kovinthan

96. Murugesu Paskaran
97.Kanapathipillai Sivapalan

98. Ponnuchchamy Kaneshamoortfiygacher26
99.Vairamuthu Kopalapillai

100. Karuppaiah Sivasamy

101. Irulandy Amirthalingham
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102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.

Kandiah Navaratnam

Velluppillai Kathiramali

Siththathurai Selvarasa
Murugeshapillai Pathmanath
Kanthasamy Vijayakumar
Ponnuchchamy Kanthasamy24
Vinayagamoorthy Palu

Manickam MurugesapillaFarmer 21
Kaththamuthu Nagenthiran
Kanapathipillai Parasuraman
Sivanadiyar Ravichchandran
Kanagaretnam Sithamparamoorthy21
Ramathasan Vanithasan

Nadarasa Kirubairasa, 39
Masilamani Vinayagamoorthyarmer 26
Kanapathipillai Sanmuganathan35
Thambimuthu Thayaparan

Rasaiah Parameswary
Muruguppillai Gnanamma
Kanapathipillai Puspalatha
Veerapandiyan Jamuna

Kandiah Kanapathipillai
Kunaretnam Sivadwri
Kanapathipillai Thavarasa
Thambimuthu Sinnathurai, 52
Murugupillai Thangaratnam
E.Sinnapillaj -, 50

Ponnaiah Valliyammat, 67
Palaniththamby Manickayr, 46
R.Mylvaganam-, 50

K.Sivalingham -, 48

Thambimuthu Siththathurgrarmer 70
S.Manickan, -, 35

Vellaiyan Student07

U.Nadarasa

Kulenthiran Ajanthan-, 03
Thanbimuthu Thayaparan
Kanapathipillai SivalinghanDriver, 49
Ravi Thillaiyamma

Yogarasa Kirubananthy

Arulappa Inthurujan

Arumugam Kala

Raman

P.Mariyan

Muruguppillai Thangarasa
Muthulingham Parameswaryeacher32
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153.
154.
155.
156.
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158.
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160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
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Nadarasa Uthayakumar 07
Arasaratnam Valliyammai
Seeniththamby Marimuthu
Arunasam Sinnapillai, 55
Thangarasa Ragini

Kailasapillai Thevaras&tudent 08
Rasaiah Parameswary

Rasaiah Subashirstudent 16
E.Sulashini, Stdent, 17

Kathiravel Rajenthiran
K.Marimuthu

Thanganesm Vellupilaai
Thambimuthu Siththathurarfrarmer 70
Alagaiah Siva

Kanagasabapathy llango
Ponnampalam Rasamany
Nagalingham Marimuthu
Ramakkuddy Ponnama
Velluppillai Kasiyananthan
Markandu Thangavel
Arunasalam Rasaretnam
Masilamani Tharumalingham
Kathirgamathamby Karunakaran
K.Karuvalthamby

Velmurugu Muthu

Sellaiah Somasuntharam
Pathmanathan Vinayagamoorthy
Ramakkuddy Ponnamanm) 65
Arunasalam Rasaretnam
Arumugam TheiventhirapCarpenter34
Kanthavanam Endasamy
Maruthuris Selvarasa
Kanapathipillai Sanmugam
Kaththamuthu Sanmuganath&armer 40
Siththathurai KalickuddyFarmer 47
Krishnapillai Kanagasooriyam
Kathiramaththamby Rasaiah
Sinnathurai Kalickuddy
Sathasivam Puvanenthiran
Kaththamuthu Sanmugattan
Sangarapillai Atputharasa
Sathasivam Thevarasa

Pavil Sanmugam

Ponnaiah UthayaKumar
Alagaiah Ramachchandran
Krishnapillai Mohanarajah
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194. Kandiah Tharumalingham
195. Thambipillai Rasalingham
196. Kathiravel Rathigakrishanan
197. Manickam Palu

198. Pandiyan Muniyandy

199. lyathuraiMageswaran

200. Solaman Mohanarajan Sakayanatiteiler, 22
201. Krishnapillai Suntharalingham
202. Sinnathamby Kugathas

203. Seeni Jeyaseelan

204. Sellaiah Vadivel

205. Kanapathy Indran

206. Kumaran Sinnaththamby
207. Palan Mahenthiran

208. Nallathamby Vadivel

209. Kanapathy Santhiran

210. Nallathamby Vignewaran
211. Vairamuthu Theivanai

212. Vairamuthu katpagam

213. llayathamby Sellamma

214. Sellan Arulamma

215. Krishnapillai Vijayakumary
216. Kanapathipillai Rageswary
217. Siththathurai Baby

218. llayathamby Sinnapillai

219. Masilamani Selvaratnam
220. Tharmalingham Ponnuththurai
221. Arumugam Kandasamy

222. Sinnghthamby Thilageswary
223. Veerackuddy Kidnan

224. Ponnampalam Ragenthiran
225. Nadaras llango

226. Sellathurai Tharmalingham
227. Nallathamby Kopal

228. Arasaretnam Kathiramalai
229. Samiththamby Kunaseelan
230. Kanthackuddy Packiyarasa
231. Thirunavukkarasr Pusparasa
232. Retnam Selvaras&armer 20

57. Siththandy massacre 20, 27 July 1990

Siththandy village is situated 8 Kmsorth of the Batticaloa town. The
village has an ancient and famous Hirtdmple.
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On 20.07.1990, Sri Lankan militarpunded up the village and took all the
people into thisdample. Eight of thepeople were taken blindfolded with
their hands tied to the villager next to him.

There they were attacked and killdd. the same month, again, the Sri
Lankan military took 57 young men afteounding up the village. The
young men wee taken to the adjacent villages whéney were shot and

~ killed and put in mass graves and
burnt.

In total 137 people were killed
over these two days. The arrests
and killing continued for several
months after on a daily basis.
ﬁg Nallaiah Kamalanathan gs,

fiwe thought that if everyone
stood in one place the Army would not kill us. Sotradl villagers ran for
safety into the temple. Within one week we had run ttethple twice. First
it was on the 20th of July of 1990 and then again on the itithandy
villagers and Mavadivembu villagers all ran to this temple.

The SLA surrounded the temple. They came along with Sinhala mobs.
Everyone inthe temple was asked to stand in line and they picked out the
young boys. Everyorstood trembling. As eaane of the boys were picked,
their families, mothers anththers, all screamed. They begged for mercy
with their hands. They pleaded sayitigir difficulties. Nothing went into

the ears of the Army. On the 20th, 80 peopkre taken away in their
vehicle.On the 27th, 57 people were taken away. 2 @digs this, all their
parents went to all the Army Camps in search for them.

Everyone denied taking the boys. Only a week later, we found out that they
hadkilled everyone that they had taken away. We thotliey would leave
them afterinvestigation. The 137 people that were taken away were taken
by bus to &Sinhalese village. There they were asked to stand in a line. The
Army announced tthe Sinhala people that they had caught LTTE members.
Then they wershot deadTheir bodies were never returned to us. Till this
day, their mothers still cry noknowing what had happened to their
children. The SLA, who denied without battang eyelid that they did not
catch or kill anyone, will one day be destroyed.

58. Paranthan junction massacre 24 July 1990

Paranthan is in the Kilinochchdistrict on the A9 highway. This town
hosted a chemical act ory i n t he mgnaoscupationTihe peopl e
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farming. This town was badly affected biye military activities inthe
198006s. On  2Lénkdh 7army 9v&s Odroppesdi ridielicopter in
Suddaithivu neaElephant Pass to rescue the military in Elephant Pass. This
military was movingorward through Paranthan towards Elephant Pass. The

|
I
1

military began attacking thepeope
living near the Paranthan junction. The
people killed were burnt inside their
homes. More than 10 civilians lost
their lives in this incident. Many more
wereinjured.

This incident took place at 9.00 am.
People had displaced from the place

and wereunaware of what has happened to their relatives. They returned to
their homes onlyn 07.09.1990. People recovered the half burnt bodies of

their dead relatives.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)

©CoNoO~wNE

Satkunanathan Ranjithakum&eller, 22
Savarimuthu RanjapFarmer 22
Sangarapillai SivakurunathaBtudent 18
Seldansbek PrinkgespeWasan, 19
Selladurai Vigneswaramrarmer 21
Ponnuthurai Ponniyamoorthiasm, 22
Antony Sagathevarrarmer 20
Thangarasa Ravichchandr&armery 21
KanthasamylagaratnamFarmer 24

10 Poopalasingham Kodiyarasdrarmer 25
11.Kaneshapillai Lingeswarafarmer 20
12.Sangarapillai Sivagurunathan20

13.Sivarasa Satheeskumarl9

14.Kandasamy Alagaratngm 24

59. Poththuvil massacre 30 July 1990

In 1990 hostilitiesbetween the Siliankan military and the LTTEesumed.

In the east the Sri Lankanilitary,

Sinhala thugs, and theihomes
guards started to attackramil
civilians.

1On 10.06.1990, as a result of
attacks by the military and Muslim

(i:;_.,;:;"‘ * groups, people displacedo the

Komari refugee camp. People
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returned to their homes on 30.07.1990, trustingpifenises made by the

Sri Lankan military and government officials. Returnipepple found that
their homes were broken into and many valuables were stétanes were

also destroyed. As a result the people displaced again to Poththuvil
MethodistMahavichyalayam

Young men and women among the refugees atPibithuvil Methodist
Mahavidhyalayanwere forced to go out for work to support their families.

12 ofthem were aested by the military and the Muslim groups and taken
to thePoththuvil Police Station. Those arrested were taken to the open space
near thePolice Station few at a time and were burnt alive.

Except for a few who escaped all the rest of those arrestesl burnt alive
by 01.08.1990. 125 young people died in this atrocity by the military and
the Muslimgroups.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Sellathurai Chandran, 20

Kandiahpillai Sivasuntharan, 26
Kanthan Navaratnajm, 21

Kanthappan AananthamWorker, 26
Kaththamuthu SuniWorker, 35
Kalikuddy Amirthlingham -, 27
Krishnan AlagaiahWorker, 24
Kanapathy PathmanathaiWorker, 25
Kanapathipillai Tharumaratngr/orker, 51
10 Kengatharan Jeyakumatorker, 22
11.Ponnan MosanNorker, 25

12. Somalingham Visvalinghaypworker, 42
13.Rajathurai Kamalanathamfant, 03

14. Sellathurai Kanthasamy, 35
15.Kanagaratnam Sinnargsa27

16. Sellamuthu Subramaniaorker, 18
17.Velautham KarunanithywWorker, 32
18.Gnanachselvan Uthayakums¥orker, 18
19. Sunthararagan BHiumalingham-, 21
20. Subramaniam Rast 20

21. Subpaiah Kathirgamanathan22
22.Subpaiah Archsunan, 26

23.Subpaiah ArumuganWorker, 39
24.Kanapathipillai SelvaratnamVorker, 35
25. Kanapathipillai Theiventhirgn, 23

26. Pakkiri Sittampalant, 30

27.Palan Jeyananthaworker, 25

28. Selvarasa Suventhiraworker, 20

29. Thambiar ThevasuntharaWatcher 70

CoNoOoO~WNE
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30.Nagamani Kunaseelan,25
31.Nallathamby Pakkiarasa 23
32.Kannachchi Subramanigm 34
33.Kanagaratnam Sinnargsa52
34.Kanagasabai Navargsa26
35.Kandiah Nallathambt, 33

36.Kandiah Tharumaratnam, 32
37.Kandiah Sivakumar, 27

38.Kandiah Sivakumaran, 22
39.Kandiapillai Sivasubramaniam 26
40.Kanthan Navaratnay, 21
41.Kaneshapillai Chandran, 36
42.Kandiah KaneshStudent 16

43. Santhirapillai Vinayagamoorthyorker, 20
44.Kandiah Nallahamby -, 33

45. Thambimuthu Krishnapillai, 52

46. Mooththathamby Rasanayagay33

47 . llaiyathamby Kirubakakaranyorker, 39
48. llaiyathamby Karunakaran, 23
49.Ramalingham Eesvaran 23

50. Santhianathan Pathmanathar82
51.Nagamani Kunaseelan 25
52.Nadarasa Savurdharasa-, 19
53.Sannasi Subramaniam 34
54.Kanagasabai Kirubairas@/orker, 30
55.Kanagasabai Thavargs&orker, 26

56. lyappan SelvarasaVorker, 41
57.Namani SiththathuraFisherman45

58. Seeniththamby SubramaniaWvorker, 26
59. Pathamanathan Vigneswayraiorker, 14
60. Sabapathy Mahenthirgn, 22

61. Shanthy Satkunaym, 40

62. Saththianathan Yoganathai'orker, 26
63. Sathasivam VelluppillaWorker, 50

64. Sathasivam Sivalinghanivorker, 45

65. Sinnappillai Vijayakumar-, 20

66. Sinnathurai Pathmanathan26
67.Sinnathurai Yogarasa, 29

68. Sinmaththamby Nadarasg 34

69. Sinnaththamby Suntharaworker, 30
70. Sinnaththamby Sabanantha¥iorker, 28
71.Kopalakrishnan Pathmanathatorker, 26
72.Seeniththamby Kanthasamy45
73.Kopal Ramesh, 20

74.Vadivel MuththukumarWorker, 17
75.Vadivel AlaganayaganwWorker, 30
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76.Vadivel SelvanayaganWorker, 17
77.Vadivel Santhirasegararagalforker, 42
78.Vannamani Manivannan, 20
79.Veeran Rasaigh, 35

80.Veeran Pushparasa 32

81.Veeran Selvarasa, 29

82.Ratnam Jeyaseelar24

83. Lalith ThurairasaMerchant 49
84.Kanapathipillai YoganathawWorker, 20
85. Arumugam Kaneshamoorthgtudent19
86. Sinnarasa Theiventhiran 23

87. Tharumalingham Santhiran 21

88. Tharumalingham Paskaran 13

89. Thambipillai Poopalapillaiworker, 32
90. Thambirasa Rasakumaiorker, 18

91. Thambirasa Manogaworker, 38

92. Thambirasa hevasuntharanWorker, 65
93. Thisanayaga ObesegaVvslorker, 42

94. Thisanayaga Sabes&tudent19

95. Thilagaratnam ParathWorker, 24

96. Thilagaratnam LalithWorker, 23
97.Thangarasa MahenthiraWorker, 17

98. Tharumalingham Rasenthiram 26

99. Sabapathy MahenthiraBdler, 26
100.Tharumalingham MuthulingharVorker, 24
101.Pathmanathan Ravinthiraworker, 40
102.Tharumalingham Santhalingham?23
103.Marimuthu Mahenthiran, 18
104.Manikkam Paramasivan, 31
105.Manikkam ThambirasaNorker, 26
106.Manikkam SelvarasaVorker, 27
107.Manikkam RavitisanthirapnWorker, 32
108.Muthuthaiah Saththianathan 18
109.Antonipillai Mahenthirakumar-, 16
110.Alagaiah Siyamsegaworker, 36

111 Arulampalam Vasu, 19

112 Arumugam Rasaratnari/orker, 20
113.Joseph SriramwWorker, 32

114 .Tharumalingham KaneshamoortiWorker, 23

60. Thiraikerny massacre 06 Aug 1990

Thiraikernywas originally a coconustate of about 300 acres in ibgllic
region of Amparai. Theownership at the time sympathizedith the
hardships of the landlepgasantry, both Muslims afféamils, at Palamunai,
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Oluvil, Meenodaikattu and Addalaichenand the estate was given to the
people at a very nominal price 8%.200/- per acre. Various community
figures, such as Nagappar Subramaniyamd Periya Kanapathipillai
Upathlyar of Karaitivu, worked hard in develagithevillage and making it

; into a successful agricultural
area.

| On the 06.08.1990, the peace
‘|and hard work of the villagers
- "lwas destroyed.Hundreds of
. _|Muslims stormed into the
o vilage and set ablaze the
ﬁ? homes of the Tamils and
attacked the Tamil villgers
and threw their mutilated
bodies into theearbyHindu Temple. Statements recorded from victims and
witnesses to thisutrageous crime reveal that there was no provocation from
the Tamils for such aattack.

A woman witness revealed the backgrouofl the
events, the intention and purposeading to the attack
and how it was executed:

fil was married in 1976 and had three childrertwo

¥ sons, anch daughter. Around 6 O' clock in the morning,

i on the 6th Augus1990; | heard the cries of women
from the direction of myMuslim neighbour's house.

Since we had maintained a friendlselationship with our Muslim

neighbours, | rushed to the houfem which the Muslim women raised

cries.

| found several women in that house angkryonewas in tears, weepin

over thedeath of some member of the family. The women said that their men
who went to thepaddy field at Alimadakadu had been cut to pieces and
slain. No one knew who thélers were.

| spent about half an hour with the grievif@gmily; | shared thei sorrow
butreturned home to attend to the household chores before the children left
for school. A few minutes after | returned home, and was busy with my
work, | heard peopleshouting. Together with my husband | rushed to the
gate to see what was wrong/e found men, women and children moving
away from their homes in a stateedfcitement. They were in a state of great
confusion, agitated with fear and worfjhey told us that they were running
away from an angry mob composed of Mushwmm® had vowed toesktroy
Thiraikerny. They were going to the Pillaiyar Templeiag dangerous to
remain in homes. The Tamils who were running away, warneshyiag
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e mob is heavily

Ado not stay here; t h
l'y Musl i mso.

received from friend

My husband was shaken by the news. When the entire population in the
village wasmoving out, we saw no wisdom in staying at home. Leaving all
our possessions iour house and keeping the doors open, we left home with
the children and tookefuge in the Pillayar Temple. Soon the Muslims
appeared on the road atdistance.

Riotous gangsters numbering more than 150 men, armed with knives,
swords, sickles and clubs and seemingly possessed by wild and violent
anger, shouteglogans against the Tamils, and cdlleut the Muslims to
unite to fight the TamilsVe were in bewilderment and spent every minute
in fear. People prayed for Divinetervention to save the people from the
apparent danger. As we looked up we stwds of smoke rising up the sky.
The smokeame from the burning houses of thamils. As the goons were
approaching the Temple, the people ran towards Begiyathambiran
Temple and the mob followed. The people having resigned fiier
watched with fear every movement of the menacing crowdagkats. In a

split of a second no sooner the mob reached the Temple premise, an
armouredcar, drove into the temple premise. There were six soldiers in
uniform in the vehicle.

The soldiers acted differently. They did not themselves take part in the
attack. Thebehaviourof the soldiers gave some courage to the Tamil youths
to approach thearmouredcar. With hands raised above their heads, they
walked up to the soldie@nd sought to plead with the soldiers to prevail on
the Muslims to prevent amttack on the poor innocent Tamils who had
sought refuge in the temple. Tiseldiers, | was told, had to stop the
Muslims. The soldiers were alleged to have titld young men that the
Tamils had killed Muslims and therefore the army cammetvene.

The soléers waved their hands, telling the Tamil youths to go away from
them, andhat waving of their hands was taken as a signal for the attackers
to begin theirassault. First they began desecrating the Temple. Some went
to damage the wailhile some others bke the door. Yet the Tamils did not
say a word to thattackers. Some of the Muslims entered into the sanctum
and came out with th8acred Trident and the spear that were firmly fixed to
the ground. Some took aw#ye tools like knife, axe and crowbar,edsin

the Temple by the priests. The Tamkre later attacked with the Trident,
the spear, and the tools taken away fromTample.

The attackers first assaulted the men seated on the ground with knifes.
Those whawere in the rear escaped. In the neetbat followed the attack,
even some of thajured ran away, but did not return alive. My husband
was attacked with knife arfte died there. The people wondered whether it
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was a joint attack of the Army aride Muslims such attacks had occurred
in the Tamils areas previously. The arrivalf the soldiers at the Hindu
temple premises had an impact. The goons appeagdhappy and they
shouted in jubilation.

As the attackers were busy mauling the innocents, sharp reports-afrfise
were heard from tle main trunk road. The soldiers who had come over to
Thiraikernyto witness the annihilation of the Tamils fled in th@imoured
car.

When thearmouredvehicle left, the attackers too fled, crying out. 'Tigers
are comingo attack us'. When they had #éd, | looked around, and found
several of mpeople dead and among those killed was not only men but also
women ancchildren. A very young mother known as Vijeyaluxmy and her
infant too werekilled.

A contingent of the policethe Special Task Forg&TF) came in a number

of vehicles. They had come there firing all the way. We realized that it is
their firing that drove away the soldiers and the attackers. They saw the
large number that hadbeen murdered and injured. The women, who had
been frozen fnm shock and feanvere unable to speak. There was blood
and flesh strewn all around. In the midstpagrcing shrill cries and screams

of the injured, the chief of the STF promigamwtection and help to all
victimso

**According to a sworn statement, ldtle girl was seized and raped, and
thereafter, thrown into the fire. Rescuers recovered thethatit body and
buriedit.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Nagalingham

Kathiran Packiyarasa

Murugan llayathamby
Thambiyappa Kopal

Kanthkkuddy Vellautham
Markandu Kirubai

Sinnathamby Kanni

Satkunam llayathamby

. Visvalingham Alagai

10. Poopalapillai Pulenthiran

11. Samiththamby Sowntharanayakam
12. Ramakkuddy Mylvaganam

13. Sellaththurai Krishdiyan
14.Ponnan Alagaiah

15. Velluppillai Paskaralingham
16.Kanagaratnam Algai
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17.Markandu Mylvaganam

18. Satkunam Vijayaluxsumy

19. Murugesu Nagenthiram
20.Kanapathy Kalikkuddy

21. Samiththamby Nagarasa
22.Kalikkuddy Packiyarasa

23. Sellaiah Packiyarasa

24.Velan Kathiresapillai
25.Kanthan Navaratnam

26. Selvam Seeniththamby
27.Veluppillai Kunarasa

28. Sellaththurai Palzhchanthiran
29. Thambimuthu Anantharasa

30. Rasathurai Pirakala
31.llayathamby Mayilappody

32. Sellaththurai Amirthalingham
33.Poopalpillai Egamparam

34. Sinnththmby Thambippillai

35. Kanapathipillai Amirthalingham
36. Muthiran Kanapathy
37.Kalikkuddy Thambipillai
38.Kanagaratnam Subramayé&m
39. Markandu Jeyakumar

40. Sinnaththamby Sivasithamparam
41.Kanapathipillai Krishnan
42.Kanapathy KalimuthuDoctor, 45
43.R.MylvaganamWorker, 18

44. Kanthkkuddy PoopalapillaWorker, 19
45. Nallathamby PulenthirgiWorker, 27
46.K.PaskaralinghamWorker, 39
47.T.Kopal, Worker, 50

48. M.Kirubai, Worker, 30
49.S.PackiyarasaNorker, 26

50. M.KunchiththambyWorker, 50
51.K.SamiththambyFarmer 43
52.K.PackiyarasgWorker, 34
53.P.PolenthirarasaVorker, 30

61. Xavierpuram massacre 07 Aug 1990

Xavierpuram, Amparai is the name of the settlement liee 'Kurawar'
tribe lived from 1950.

On the 7th of August 1990 the community of Kurawar were attacked, their
homes burnt and their youths shot dead. Men and women were tortured and

91
NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tamils

the church, school and community hall were burnt. There was no
provocaton for such an attack on the Kurawar. Later the attackers were
identified as Muslim home guards They carried out the attacks following an
allegation that the LTTE had
- i of established contact with the
‘ //M\/“/ . |Kurawar. In her sworn statement,

I % : Miniakkah describes thetack on

T Xavierpuram in the following
D7 (g e | manner:

% flt was about 1lo'clock in the

forenoon of 7th August 1990,
when some people were having
their first meal for the day while others were preparing it when the attackers
arrived. Along Neethai Road 18 tractorsame one behind the other,
carrying a large number people armed with guns, knives, sticks, clubs and
axes. They stopped at the centre of the village, and called out the people
men, women and childreto assemble before them. The attackers, carrying
gurs, were in military fatigues. Their appearance foreboded evil.

The people of Xavierpuram became excited. The men, who were eating
stopped eating, washed their hands and rushed to the place where men with
guns stood. Together with my husband and two mhildmy son and
daughter, | went to the place where we were asked to assemble. We were
able to identify the men in uniform as home guards (Muslims) and the others
from the Akkaraipattu area who had accompanied the home guards.

An eyewitness said:

i Wheiwe stood before the Muslim home guards and the hooligans who
accompanied them, they (home guards) seized my only son and began
torturing him. Another seized Jayaraja who was also a youth from my
community and continued torturing both.

My husband couldot bear to see his only son being brutally tortured. He
sprang up and protested and | too raised cries. Thereupon, one of them
armed with wooden pestle dealt a blow on the chest of my husband he fell
down unconscious; he fell down like an uprooted treeushed to my
husband and lifted his head. Another person struck me on my head with a
weapon. | remember blood gushing from my head before | fell unconscious.

Those who survived the attack fled to Thirukovil carrying the injured. They
carried nothing wih them and ran with the clothes on their back. Some of
them had had no meal from the previous day.
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Later when | opened my eyes, | found myself on a hospital bed, along with
several others from my village. It was late in the afternoon, around 4 p.m. |
tried to recollect what had happened but could not. Anxious relatives came
to see me and | asked for my family members. | was told that a number of
people were killed by the home guards and the Muslims and our houses
were set on fire with petrol and kerosead. the people had fled from the
village, but some were preparing to go back to Xavierpuram to perform the
last rites for the dead whose mortal remains were lying scattered.

Something urged me to return with the crowd to Xavierpuram. Despite my
weak codition, | left the hospital ward, traced my husband who was
equally in pain, and together with about 20 men, travelled in a tractor
belonging to one member of our tribe. | was petrified when | saw my son's
body lying near the channel with bullet woundserBhwere two other
bodies beside his strewn around.

The eerie calm of the destroyed village with the burnt houses sent terror
through me. The charred remains of the houses reminded me of ghosts. We
made a quick return to Thiruko\al.

Massana, anotheriotim of the attack is an ageing woman of the Kurawar
tribe living in Xavierpuram. A grandmother, she said that she knew most of
the attackers. Some of them were paddy cultivators in the area around where
she lived. They not only killed, maimed and injurpdople, but also
destroyed the church, the school and homes of a peaceful community, many
of whose members worked on the paddy fields of the Muslims.

After homes were lost, and lives brutally taken, some survivors could not
bear to live with what theyad seen or with what they had lost and later
committed suicide.

62. Kalmunai massacre 11 Aug 1990

Kalmunai is situated 40 Kms from
the Batticaloa town. Pandiruppu,
Natpiddimunai, Chenaikudiyiruppu,
. and Nilavanai are villages
~ | surrounding Kalmunai.

On 11.08.1990, \villagers from

¢ | Pandiruppu, Kalmunai and
ﬁg Chenaikudiyiruppu were gathered in
"~ homes in fear as the Sri Lankan
military rounded up these villages and began shooting. The military was
shootinginto the homes forcing people to come odbung men caied
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their national identity card in their hands. Mothers held tighito their
babies. 25 young men were taken by the military from the Kalmultege

to the Karaithivu military camp. Mothers who followed the young men
being taken by the military wesgtacked with gun butts and many mothers
faintedand fell down.

Next day relatives of the young men walked to the Karaithivu camp through
the Kalmunai town. The military in the town stopped them and made them
stand by theoad side. Large number of mdity arrived at the scene and
selected the youngvomen among the relatives. They were taken to a
building nearbywhere they wergang raped and killed. Men were tortured
on the road and killed. All together ®&ople were killed in two hours in
this manner.

None of the 25 young men taken to the Karaithivu military camp have been

seensince. In total 62 people were killed in these two days by the Sri
Lankan military.

63. Thurainilavanai massacre 12 Aug 1990

in the Badticaloa district. On
12.08.1990, morning, Sri Lankan
| military from the Nilavanai

Kallaru camp rounded up the
Nilavanai village and opened fire

\ on the people. More than 60

 em— h — Thurainilavanai village is situated

people were killed.

s

64. Eravur hospital massacre 12 Aug 1990

; : , —On 11, 08.1990, 15 Lankan
w i 5 ' military rounded up thevillages
a Paa ~ |of Senkaladi and Kiran and
.| opened fire on theillagers. More
than 10 civiians who were
“linjured were admitted in the
Eravurhospital.

, | On 12.08.1990, thehospitalized
civiians at the Eravur hospital
were hackedo death by the Sri
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Lankanmilitary and Muslim groups between 11.00am till 12.00 noon.

65. Koraveli massacre 14 Aug 1990

Koraveli and Eechaiyadithivuillages are in the Batticalodistrict. These
villages are blessedith natural beauty and resa@ess.Most of the people

were farmers ithese villages.

In the beginning of 1990 violen@ainst civilians by the military arithe

Muslim groups were on thacrease.

On 14.05.1990 at noon, military came from tBenkaladyand Kallady
military campsand rounded up the Koraveli and Eegladithivu villages.
The militaryopened fire on the villagers at home and working in the fields.
15 civilians werekilled and 25 were injured in this attack by the military.

66. Nelliyadi market bombing 29 Aug 1990

Nelliyadi is a small town in the
Vadamaradchi region of Jaffna
district. It is 3 Km from the Point

.|Pedro town. Nelliyadi market

servedthe 25,000 families living in

| thisarea.

On 29.08.1990, two bombers and an
Avro belonging to the Sri Lankan
military dropped bombs on this

market at 9.30 am when the market was busy with pedglecivilians
including children were killed by this bombing. Another 24 civiliavere

injured.

NESOHR
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Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Santhirasegaram Vallipurgfarmer 70
Kiddinan Gnanaroobarstudent12

Mahesahn Sanmugeswaramoorthgrmer 36
Nagarasa Aananthapaira@eller, 20

Murugaiah Nirmaleswarafrarmer 18

Ponniah Mahendrat®©fficer, 48

Rasaiah Puspavath$eller, 50

Appuththurai Kunaratnanseller, 54
Ponnampalam Somaskanthasiv#tuost officer 58
10 Somaskanthasivam Mangalanayagi ammencipal 58
11.Selvan Student14

12.Japan-, 50

CoNoO~wWNE

67. Mandaithivu disappearances 23 Aug, 25 Sept 1990

The three villages,
Mandaihivu,  Allaipiddy
and Mankumban (MA-M),
™ are situated just across the
_| Dutch Fort in Jaffna. From
“'here the Sri Lankan
§ military  launched  its
= B8 operations. The majority of

N the people in the M\-M
vilages were farmers,
““* fishermen and  toddy
" tappers. Prior to 1990 it
was economically prosperous. On 23130, the Sri Lankan military
dropped notices from air ordering people not to stay in their homes and to
go to churches and temples. People were thus taking refuge in temples,
churches and schools. The military entered the villages on 23.08.1990 and
killed everyone Who d|d not go to the temples, churches and schools. 20

people were brutally killed in

this manner.

. | On 23th August 1990 close to
11500 young men between the
~ |ages of 15 and 45 were taken
{faway from the Phi
church in Allaipiddy.
Hundreds © families had
taken refuge in churches,
temples and mosques after

NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tails

instruction from the military. This is the imagery created by the narratives of
the families: The entire village took refuge in the church. The army came
and rounded up hundreds of ableded men and took them away, tied
together. The woman screamed and ran behind, begging the army to leave
them. The Army threatened the woman with guns, shot over their heads and
physically beat them back. Meanwhile, the army instructed the children to
recie,i We donodot Eewlaammo T amil

Most of the men were later released little by little over a period of 10 days
or so. Again the army arrived early in the morning on 23rd August 1990 to a
school and a Pillaiyar temple in Mankumban where the people weréotol

go. People were still asleep. The armed men hit the sleeping young men on
the head and ordered them to get up. Sisters gave their babies to their
brothers to hold in the hope that it will save their brothers. The story repeats.

Less than two monthafter this second round up the entire military camp
disappeared from the villages together with around 70 young men. What
exactly happened to these men is still not known to this day.

All the families speak of the presence of Douglas Devananda, the t#fade
the militant EPDP group that has now become a political party, and the late
army commander Denzil Kobbekaduwa at the site. Families also speak of
the assurance given by Douglas Devananda to the families that their
children will be safe. The Jesuratndamily who are looking for three of
their sons have the most detailed story to tell about the role of Douglas
Devananda in this disappearance: They met Douglas Devananda in the first
week of June 1991. He got the particulars and then told them thatl lye wil

to Anuradhapura and will inform the family. The family went to
Anuradhapura about ten times between 1991 and 1992 to meet Denzil
Kobbekaduwa and succeeded in meeting him five times. When the family
contacted Denzil Kobbekaduwa on 17th June 1991, kedathe family
whether they have contacted Douglas Devananda about their children.
Again on 13th May 1992 Kobbekaduwa told them that he would visit the
M-A-M villages and after that he will show the children to the family. They
met Douglas again on 25thnki11992 when he assured them that he would
speak to the family after a visit to the MM villages.

The family was called by the 1995 Presidential Commission of Inquiry.

Theirs is the only family from the M\-M villages that managed to attend

the inquiry This is because they were in Colombo and managed to get a

date in Colombo. All the other families were displaced to Vanni during the

period of the inquiry and were not contactable due to the communication

and transport difficulties under the war situatio Thi s f ami |l yds 1 nqu
held on 12th June 1996. At the inquiry the three commissioners instructed

the family to ask Douglas Devananda about their children. They also
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promised to inquire from Douglas Devananda and inform the family but the
family did not hear anything from the Commissioners after that.

A total of 92 people were either killed or disappeared on these two dates.
The bodies of some of them are suspected to be in the covered wells in
Mandaithivu to which civilians cannot enter. Locals f$ghe actual toll

on these days is much higher.

Below are some excerpts about the role of Douglas Devananda in this affair
from what other families have said:

Rat man Jeyas-@mdalvasayasMyb r mdnthraawr ( Rat manod s
mother) and | went andpoke to Douglas Devananda. We asked him to

release Rattu since he is a boy who does not have a father. Douglas said

AHe i s a good child and we will not do a
only to transport watero. AfterthaRat t uds v«
whenever | see the van at a distance | run towards it. When | go there

Douglas Devananda will be there. They will be transporting water. When

Rattuds mother is there she wildl beg f ol
60 Amma why do yll willkeepdimwmtiuwe captore the Fort
and then | wil/l release him.o

S Jeyakumar 6s si ditDorugViama lcaadrev.i Wsea ybsegg e
cried to him. He told us OAmma your boy:
keeping them. We Misnrheh thdngave ricehaadwthegro s oonod.
dry rations to us at the junction. We told them that we do not want anything
and to just give us our children back. To this he consoled us by saying,

O0Amma did | not say that they lare with n
relax when | give them back to you. | will give them before the 24th of next
mont hé. We were confident that our boys

rations and went back. This happened 2 or three times. ... Army was in the

Fort. We heard that whendaharmy came they killed all our boys. Once we

asked Dougl as at the junction about t hi
responsibility. They wil/| not do anythin

Reetamma, mother of S Selvanayagam shares her account of what happened
the day her son was taken away:

fiSelvanayagam was 25 years old when he was taken away. He was fishing
for his livelihood. They took my samlaw as well and he was released the
next day. He said that he saw Selvanayagam at the Aluminium factory
drinking water next day | went with the other parents to see the army. My
husband is sickly, therefore | went everywhere to search and complain.
Douglas Devananda was at the Aluminum factory. We pleaded, begged and
screamed to let our children go. They said they keeping our children in
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Mandaithvu. Douglas kept saying that he will release them tomorrow. In
reality they had no plans to release our children.

My son was 25 when he disappeared and he looked like a prince. When he
was young he got sick a lot amdook him everywhere for treatment. It
would have been easier to bear it if my son died of illness.

| cried to the army that my son is the only one who can take care of my
family. My son wanted to give his sister away in marriage and give her a
good life. Once he went the entire family was broken and desttyed.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
M.Siththathurai-, 35
N.Jesuthas, 28
N.Ratnasingham, 45
S.Lingeswarajt, 21
S.Ravindran-, 22
S.Ranjithkumayr-, 15
S.Sivapalan-, 19
S.Sivakumar-, 19

. S.Sivaroopart, 16

10. S.Sugirtharatnam, 21
11.S.Arulnesan-, 28
12.S.Anpalagan-, 19
13.S.Mahendray, 20
14.S.Thirichchelvam
15.S.Premaratnapstudent 16
16. Vilpered Thevarasa, 25
17.Vijayaratnam Rayi-, 23
18.V.Donposkg -, 19

19. Sivapalasingham, 28
20.S.Vimalathas-, 20
21.S.Saththiaseelan, 29
22.S.Aravinthan-, 20
23.Charls Antony Annathas, 27
24.S.Sathanantharasa28

25. Sornaningham LingeswaragiRarmery 21
26.S.Sivekkippillaj -, 30
27.P.Kanthalingham, 24
28.K.Vijayakumar -, 30
29.K.Peterpol-, 17
30.K.Pramatheesaran -, 22
31.K.Rasasegaran, 21
32.K.Indrakumar -, 21
33.Noberd Ramesh, 19

34.Y .Vijayapalan -, 21

©CoNoO~whE
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35.Jesuthas, -

36.Jorch Sylvestar, 20
37.Jeyakumar-, 22

38. Alambin Robert-, 18
39.R.Ravindran-, 20
40.R.Murugananthan, 21
41. Antony Robert-, 20
42.Antony Arokkiarasa-, 23
43. Anton Arulthas-, 26

44, Anton Asilthas Masan 28
45.A.Jeyaseelan, 23
46.A.Alagarasa-, 19
47.Mesel Sylvester-, 32
48.Mesel Stani¢c-, 19

49. Madutheen Antanjt, 21
50.M.Thavaseelan, 24

51. Thirunayagam Saddanathapi)learmer 32
52.T.Palaratnant, 20
53.V.Edvert -, 21
54.T.Ravindran-, 21
55.T.Rathakrishna, -
56.T.Rajahkumar-, 32
57.T.Simon -, 20
58.T.Santhalingham, 20
59.T.Suntharalingham, 24
60. T.Gnanenthirasn, 20
61.T.Selvaratnam, 25
62.T.Yogarasa-, 18
63.T.Arulnesan-, 22
64.T.Arokianathan-, 23

65. T.Iruthayarasa, 26
66.P.Pahmarasa-, 20
67.P.Satheeswaran
68.P.Jeyachandran, 18
69.P.Thavam-, 18
70.Palanithurai SaththiapalgRarmer 34
71.Paththinathar Senjude 27
72.Paththinathar Digs, 22
73.Palasingham, 30
74.N.Kuganantharasa, 24
75.Uthayakumar-, -
76.Ratnam Jeyaseelan 23
77.R.Vipulananthar-, 30
78.R.Suthakaray, 20

79. Soosaipillai Selvanayagarfhisherman35
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68. Saththurukondan massacre 09 Sept 1990

Saththurukondan is a village in Batticaloa distrigatithurukandan is not
very far from Batticaloa town. Thiwillage comprises Rmichaiaddy,
Pillayarady and OoranOn the 10.09.1990, military arrested several people
andtook them to the military camp. Among those arrestede 85 women
and many children. The arrested peopkre taken to the Sri Lanka army
camp at thé&saththurukodan.

—— | There, the women were raped, and
: their breasts were cut off. 68
.. | children, amonghem five babies
.. /were also tortured anchurdered.
205 people were killed in this
massacre.

Only one man, 21 year old
Kanthasamy Krishnakumar
escaped being killed andformed

the others about what haappened.

At an inquiry into the massacre, the Officer in Charge of the camp, Captain
GaminiVarnakula Sooriya said fA0On that day
conduct ed aldoyeitetated tidat ndre of his men evertwea out

of the camp on the day of thmassacre. The military also threatened and

forced the President of Citizer@ommittee, Arunakirinathan, to sign an

affidavit saying no such incident togkace. Arunakirinathan resigned from

his pots following this drced affidavit.Mrs. SS lost 35 blood relations,

almost her entire family. Her account of thassacre is as follows,

fiOn a Sunday evening, the army and the Mu~"
thugs rounded up our village artdok thirtyfive| . ==
people including three handicappee@tegers. Thi ?‘* nt
Muslim thugsstarted assaulting the people. 2 .

>
%

On the previous day, some of our people kne .’
the army was going to round upannichaiadd
and Pillayarady. In order to escape from t
round up, manypeople went toKuddyiruppu 8
Then the saliers took 10 people froflls
Kuddyiruppu They brought everyone n
Pillayarady. There were about 185 people.
took everyone to a covered area in Vincent De

B vt I (L PRLITLEEL LI
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Then we couldn't see anything. But weard people shouting and
screaming with firing in beteen. After a few minutes waw the flames
blazing. Bodies were burning till the morning. They had shot leauked

184 people to death. Those who were taken on a pretext that they would be
released after an inquiry were in flames.

For a few days, n@newas allowed to go near the depot. After a week, we
went tothe army camp and enquired about the whereabouts of the members
of our family.They said that they never came to our village and they never
took anyone. What elsean we do other than ask the armyhere is no
guarantee that this will not happeagain. So | decided to move to
Karadiyanarufor my safety.

There is only one surviver Kanthasamy Krishnakumar. He saw everyone
being cutwith big knives and thrown into the fire. When he was cut with a
knife by a soldierhe fell down and pretended to have died. But before he
was thrown into the fire, hgot up and ran away. They couldn't catch ldim.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. R.Nagamma-, 26

2. R.Theepa-, 10

3. R.Jegatheesan 10

4. R.NagammaHouse wife 26

5. J.Kumuthiny-, 12

6. J.Nesamma, 25

7. J.Thevarasi, 27

8. J.Santhiriya-, 19

9. J.Seeniththamby, 70

10. J.Vanitha-, 12

11. E.Jeevanathanr, 30

12. U.Kalimuthu -, 55

13. U.Mariamuthy House wifg 33

14. U.Kopickannan-, 12

15. Umaithamby-, 70

16. Nallaah Ramachchandra®wn work 44
17. K.Nallaiah Own work 72

18. K.Sureshkaran, 11

19. Kanthan llayathamhy, 55

20. Kamala -, 09

21. Kanapathipillai Thangamuth®wn work 46
22. P.Kanthasamy, 29

23. P.Kamalanthan, 09

24. P.Kavithg-, 12

25. P.Thamenthiny-, 04

26. P.Archchimuthuy-, 76

27. P.Ponnammga, 70

NESOHR
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28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
4.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

P.Santhanam, 37

P.Sriluxsumy-, 18

P.Vinothiny; -, 12

P.Vasanthy-, 23

Pirapa -, 02

T.Dilani, -, 05

T.Nanthiny -, 16

T.Nathan-, 12

T.Nageswary-, 37

T.Nitharshinj -, 12

T.Kugan -, 10

T.Kirubakaran-, 03

T.Kanmanj -, 32

T.Kannan-, 25
T.Kanapathipillaj-, 50
T.Poopalapillai-, 65
T.Paramsoothy, 37
T.Piratheepan, 05
T.Thillaiyamma -, 63
T.Mahaluxsumy-, 31

T.Malai, -, 55

T.Jeyackanthanr, 10

T.Jegan-, 09
T.Mohanasuntharam, 27
T.Selva -, 07

T.Sri, -, 28

T.Vijayakumar (Kumaran), 08
T.Vijayaluxsumy -, 29
T.Vasanthy-, 01

T.Rasenthiran, 04

[.Murugan -, 65

V.Thangamma-, 38

Vairamuthu AtputhavadiveDwn work 46
T.Kanapathipillaj -, 50
Thambipillai -, 72

Thambiiya KirubairatnamOwn work 50
M.Sdvanayagam-, 55
M.Ramaiya-, 70

R.Kamalrajah-, 11

R.Nesammga-, 62

R.Suthakaran, 10

R.Viji, -, 08

R.Vasanthy-, 15

Alagaiah Navaretnantouse wife 16
Alagaiah ManchsulaHouse wife 14
Alagaiah Sowthirarajarstudent12
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74. J.Vijayaluxsumy-, 10

75. JRamanj-, 02

76. Jothyvadivel-, 06

77. K.Mooththathamby-, 79
78. K.llayathamby-, 55

79. K.Eelan-, 15

80. K.Nagaratnam-, 40

81. K.Nallaiah -, 72

82. K.Nallamma -, 66

83. K.Karikaran -, 08

84. K.Kathirgamathamby-, 75
85. K.Kathirgamathamy-, 68
86. K.Kumutha -, 23

87. K.Kamalan -, 06

88. K.Keetha-, 12

89. K.Krishnapillaj -, 14

90. K.Kannan-, 10

91. K.Packiyam-, 46

92. K.Tharanj-, 04

93. K.Thambaiah-, 65

94. K.ThangammaHouse wife 75
95. K.Thangavel-, 26

96. K.Arasamma-, 60

97. K.Nesamma-, 48

98. K.Sathes-, 04

99. K.Siyamala-, 13
100.K.Sinnamuthy-, 66
101.K.Sivatharsan-, 05
102.K.Savuntharam, 38
103.K.Vimala, -, 02
104.K.Vasikalg Child, 13
105.K.RasaththyChild, 12
106.K.RameshkararChild, 07
107.PeriyathambyOwn work 75
108.Thevwy, -, 32

109. Sebastiyan Selvanayagababour, 45
110.Venurajah-, 25
111.Lexsumy Own work 48
112.G.Sowntharanayagam 26
113. SanthimathyOwn work 20
114. Samiththamby Alagaigl.abour, 34
115. Sinnaththamby VeluppillaOwn work 68
116. Seeni Kopal-, 57

117. Siththirathevy-, 29

118. SivatharshiniChild, 04
119.V.Nallaiah -, 27

NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tails

120.V.Pooman;-, 45
121.V.Jothyvadive] Student 06
122.V.Sarmilg Student08
123.V.Luxsumy; -, 48
124.Ratnaraja Rukthy:, 06
125.A.Jeeva-, 15
126.A.Umaithamby-, 70
127.A.Navaratnam-, 45
128.A.Manchsula-, 18
129. A.Aththappillai, -, 72
130.A.Alagaiah Child, 10
131.A.Arul, Child, 09

132. A.Ponnuththurai-, 62
133.A.Sutha -, 09
134.A.Seeththa-, 18

135. S.Indranj Child, 10
136.S.Jegamalar -, 25
137.S.NagathesiChild, 12
138.S.Nirmala Child, 13
139.S.Nallaiah -, 45
140.S.Kanthasamy, 29
141.S.Kasipathiyar-, 60
142.S.Kajenthiny Baby, 02
143. S.Kavithag Child, 09
144.S.Kunaratnan, 33
145.S.Palippdy-, 62
146.S.Priya Baby, 03 months
147.S.PunniyamoorthyChild, 13
148.SThangamma-, 57
149.S.Thangeswary, 24
150. S.Thavakuneswaran 25
151.S.Maheswary-, 28
152.S.Malar, Child, 09
153.S.Alagaiah-, 50
154.S.Yogarasa, 14
155.S.Nesam-, 52
156.S.Ponnampalam, 55
157.S.Ponnammga, 24
158.S.Theivanai-, 45
159.S.Selvarasa, 31
160.S.Gnaneswary, 38
161.S.Sapagthipillai, -, 70
162.S.Suresh-, 02

163. S.Saroshathevy, 28
164.S.Sinnappillai-, 35
165. S.Sinnaththamby, 27
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166. S.Sivaratnant, 12
167.S.Vadive| -, 65

168. S.Vijayan Baby, 01

169. S.VinotharanBaby, 05
170.S.Vallippillai, -, 75
171.S.Rasalingham, 58
172.S.Raveenthirgn, 21
173.A.Nagarettam Own worker 45
174.A.Sutha Student09
175.N.Rasammga, 70
176.N.Kumuthiny; -, 18
177.N.Packiyam-, 66
178.N.Palaththai-, 70
179.N.Prema-, 18
180.N.Piratheepan, 05
181.N.Tharshinj -, 06
182.N.Theepan-, 09
183.N.Jegan-, 12
184.N.Sornamma-, 44
185.N.Venuthasinfant, 03 months
186.N.Venumjah Infant, 04 months
187.V.Gnanaratnam-, 32

188. N.Siththirathevy-, 22
189.N.Sivatharsan

190. M.Packiyam House wife 53
191.M.Parameswary, 32
192.M.Sailaya Baby, 07
193.M.Vairamuthy -, 55
194.M.Thulashj Baby, 04

195. M.Periyathamby-, 75
196.M.Thevagi -, 25
197.M.SuposhinjBaby, 12

198. M.Sivagnanam-, 35
199.M.Vijayan, -, 19
200.M.Rasa-, 24

69. Natpiddimunai massacre 10 Sept 1990

Natpiddimunaiis a village in theAmparai district located 3 Kms from the
Kalmunai town.On 10.09.1990, the Special Task Foofehe Sri Lankan
police, surroundethis village, forcefully entered the homes aadested 23
young men and took them tbe Kalmunai STF cam@.he bodies of these
young men were found in a mass grave in the ThampuliNége on
12.09.1990.

NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Available names of victims (name, occupatiage)
Kasippillai Sivakumar-, 31
Kunaratnam Suthakaran 23
Kunaratnam Muralithargn, 21
Kulanthaiverl Ponnuththurai, 26
Veerakkuddy Thankavel, 27
Mayilvakanam Parameswaran27
Vellaippody Thavarasa, 23
Varatharasan Waratheeswarar20
. Sathasivam Thankaththuraj 23
10. Sivanathappillai Thankaththuraj 23
11.Ekamparam Thamilvanan 19

12. Ganappirakasam Thuvanj 22

13. Kanabathippillai Nesaththurai, 22
14. Arumugam Nadesan, 29
15.Rasamanikkam Thiyakargsa23
16. Thampirasa Vivekananthafn 22
17.Thuraiyappa Nadesan 23

18. Elaiyathampi Selvarasa, 30

19. Kanakaraththinam Thankaye)] 19
20.Kanakasooriyar Kobalasinkam 28
21.Kanthappodi Pusparasa?23
22.Kulasegaram Selvanayagam26
23. Thampikuththu Bakkiyarasa, 27
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70. Vantharamoollai90 massacre 05, 23 Sept 1990
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In 1990, more than 50,000
Tamils from Sungankerny,
Karuvakerny and
Bandaramolai villages all

|came to Eastern University,

Batticaloa to flee from the Sri

“|Lanka Armed Forces. On the

5th September 1990, the SLA
arrived, and arrested 158
innocent civilians and

massacred them. On the 23rd
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of September 1990, the SL&ame again and arrested a further 16 Tamils
and massacred them.

The university lecturers respondqdickly and provided theniversity as a
place of refuge fothe fleeing people. Ty raisedvhite flags to ensure that
the SLA would not come inside and haramyone. However, their efforts
were in vain.

Varnakulasingam is one of thectures. His account of thencident is as
follows,

fiPeople who ran to Vantharumia® University infear of the SLA were
immediatelyreceived and consoled. | was one of the people that helped
change this place into eefugee camp. Dr Vadivel Mohan also worked very
hard to make this possible.

The Army had started cutting people Malaicheri village rear
Vantharumotai. People all ran to the University for Refuge. In this village
48 people were takeaway toValaicherai Main Road. At the Main Road,
there was a bottle shopeside this there was a garden which belonged to
Selvanayagam. They took tbepured people to this garden. They dug up
the ground with a bulldozer. They stibese 48 people, threw them in the
pit and closed them. If you dig there, many truthis unfold. The bulldozer
followed closely behind as they killed everyone. We coatdwork out
where they had thrown the bodies.

They went into Sungankerny, Kaénkerny and Kondayankerny. There they
killed, shot and tortured anyone they could. The people who escaped from
this all ran andstayed in the University.

We believed that the mry would not come in here. | was in charge of the
hostel at the University. Students from Vavuniya, Kilinochchi, and
Mullaithivu helped us. Onef the boys who worked very closely with us
named Pirabaharan was cut and killbg the Army. | think he was &udent
from Vavuniya. We knew if we left thaiversity, they would hit and kill us,
SO we just stayed there with all the peoftgeryone was screaming and
crying in fear. We told them not to worry that themy would not come to
the University. Within o& week 50,000 people camethis university as
refugees. Every building was full of people.

It took the Army 7 days to reach Vantharamullai frdfalaichenai Till
then, theyslowly went into every village on the way and killed and cut
everyone they codl We did not know if they would arrive today or
tomorrow. We waited trembling ifear. We had heard about what had
happened aValaichenai. Because of thisveryone was very scared. We, the
lecturers, closed the gate of the University atmbd at the enance. If they
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came, they would come by road and we would tatkeém and not let them

go inside. As we stood bravely, the army approachéthking that they
were only on the road, we turned around to find that there weaay
armies inside the univergit As the helicopters circled above, our staff all
stood on the road. Army superiors who had come by road approached us
and spokeo us. We had already placed signs in Sinhalese and Tamil to tell
the army not taenter the place of refuge. The army commaradked us
where the people insideere from.The people were from 6 villagers from
Valaichenai to ArumuhatharKudiyiruppu. Whilst this was happening, two
buses came. They asked everyamgde to stand in line. Thangamani
Chettiyar fromValaichenaiwas wth me atthat time. He was a good man.
Two Muslims named Muthalali and Kalil were witie Army. They both
knew me and Chettiyar very well. They used to boiltowe t t i yar 6s vehic
and drive it often. He prayed to them with his two hands. Pieked out

138 boys from those that were standing in line and made them get on the
bus. Both of the buses left. We knew they were going towatdEhenaj

but nothing else. The mother and fathers all screamed. We did not
understand anything. Chettiyar, Dr Jayasingam, head lecturer
Manosabaratnam and | took down thames of the 138 boys. Though we
had their names, we did not know who we cagkl to find out where they

had gone. Every camp we asked denied having the boys.

Within 4 days, | walked along the sea shtwreny house iValaichenai At

my house, they surrounded the house and caught me. This happened around
8pm. Theytook me to Navalladi Army Camp. | later found out that
Ratnamalai the person ioharge of the camp studied with me. | did not
recognize him, kuhe recognized m&y the time | got there, they had tied

up 13 from my village to the sentry point withe long string. These men
had been previously caught. On the 3rd day, theyhaim all and killed
them. My head started spinning as | watched tigite. Beforethey killed
them, the person in charge of the camp came. He sat on a chaas&ad

for the rope that was tied around everyone to be removed. He lit a cigarette
and told everyone to take turns to smoke it. He asked them if they were
tigers. By the time they had finished smoking the cigarette; their hands had
been tied umgain. A short time after this, one of the Army started playing a
Obail ad madefgn ofwlamilgpéople very loudly. All the army was
in a state of intoxicationWhilg they were dancing, some other army
personnel came with sticks, axes, amh bars. They started hitting all the
people randomly. For few minutes, they wemeaming and blood was
bleeding from their whole body. Some heads were briiterpieces, some
hands and legs were cut déffwithin a few minutes there was noise. All

13 were hacked to death. Then they put all the bodies in a pit and burned
those bodies with tires and firewood.

From this incident | presume that the same thing must have hapfmea#éd
138 people who were arrested in the campus. In Navaladdy camp, there

109
NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tamils

were a lot ofpits. If these pits are excavated the number of people who were
killed in this campould be discovered.

Later they asked me and another person to go and sleepom. How can
Isleepaf t er seeing the cold blooded massacr ¢
the wholenight.

During my stay in that camp, | had seen some Muslims coming into that
camp withtheir hats on. Then they removed the hats and went with the arm
for variousactivities against the Tamils in those areas.

| was petrified for during the nine days in that camp. Then | was released
with awarning that | should not disclose those matters to anyone outside or
I would facethe same consequences.

Soonafter my release, | went along with my colleagues to Kondayankerny
camp tofind out as to what had happened there. There we saw a pit covered
and by the sidef the pit, there were ladies cloths including underwear. We
also saw children'slothes. Then wknew, what had happened there for the
women who were takento custody. It is believed that forty eight people
were buried in this camplo my knowledge, the killings continued for a
week in the villages ofSithithand/, Kondayankerny,Vantharumotai,
lyankerny, Sattthurukondan and KaruvakernyHundreds of people were
killed. There are a few survivors who are eye witnegbdse killings. But
they are scared to reveal these secrets to outsiders. Theywaened by

the soldiers not to disclose anythingaonyone. If they did so, they would
face the same fate.

One Lt. Killed was the person who masteinded all these killings. Now he

is aCaptain. | know how he killed one Jeyaveran who is known to me. That
camp wasext to a mosque. Jeyaveran's head wasadainst the mosque
wall. As he was ndktilled, he brought a big baton and killed him by hitting
him on his forehead.

At Oddumavaddy Bridge, many were hacked to death by the soldiers with
the help of some Muslims. If someone can get hold of Muslims at
Oddumavaddy, you can giste whole truth of these massacres. The name of
these perpetrators, the names angnber of victims, the places where the
offences were committed eto

He concluded by saying that one day all these mass graves will be opened
and t will be proved to the world that thousands of Tamils were hacked to
death inBatticaloa by the Army.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. Gnanamuthu Kathirgamatham®Brivate worker20
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Mamankkam Sanmuganathdfishermanl8
Muththupillai TharumalinghamWorker, 69
Muthulingham Fisherman, 27
Mahenthirarasa Sulaxsara06
Arumaithurai Vimalan Worker, 18
K.KanageswaryPrivate worker26
Muththuthamby Sinnamuthe, 70

Joseph Sivakumaworker, 16

10 Arumaithurai InpamOwn worker 18

11. Thambimuthu Pethampara®tudent 18

12. Albons NelsanStudent18

13. Thambiiya Jegan, 11

14.K.Seethevy-, 05

15. Arunachsalam Sinnathamldyisherman44
16. Arumugam Kanthalinghan©wn Worker 30
17. Arumugam KirubamoorthywWorker, 26

18. Arumugam ThamotharampillaiVorker, 22
19.Jeseph SuntharalinghakWorker, 33
20.A.KasupathyWorker, 74

21.Kanthasamy Sriskantharagawn Worker 24
22.Rasaiah DevidDriver, 34

23.Rasathurai Kanagasabkishermanl18
24.Nadarasa Jorch Stani@overnment officer39
25.Nadesan Subramania@wn Worker 29
26.Nallathanby MahendranWorker, 28
27.Nallathamby Nagaras®wn Worker 25
28.Kandiah KathiravelWorker, 20
29.Kandiah Thavarasa&Vorker, 18

30. S.Saroyathevy, Private dker, 25
31.Kanthasamy Navaratnagr@wn Worker 19
32.Vairamuthu Pusparas@wn Worker 40
33.Kaneshan Thiyagaras@/orker, 24
34.Karunakaran ArunachsalaWworker, 29

35. Kanapathipillai Thangathura®wn Worker 25
36. Kanapathipillai MurugaiabWorker, 18
37.Poopalapillai Theiventhiramoorth¢overnment officer33
38.Panchadcharam Nadara®#orker, 25

39. Thambiyappa Vinayagamoorthipriver, 26
40. Navaratnam Priyatharsini, 05

41.Kandiah Anantharatnanfisherman28
42.Kathiramapoodi Parameswatjouse wife 31
43. Sinnathamby Jona®wn Worker 35

44, Suppaiah Palasubramania@wn Worker 40
45. Sinnappu Yogaras®wn Worker 28
46.Sinnarasa RajenthirgrStucent 23
47.Seenithamby Pillainayagamorker, 22

CoNoGhrwWN
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48. Sithambarapillai Thanigasalai@overnment officer40
49. Sivakuru Nadaras®wn Worker 37

50. Sivasubramaniam Kirubakarg8tudent21
51.Veluppillai RasyWorker, 22
52.Veerakuddy Palagapoodyorker, 55

53. Sanmugam Selvarsm Student 16
54.Kandiah Selvaras&Vorker, 28
55.K.MahendranOwn Worker 27
56.Markandu MahendrarPrivate worker19

57. Amirthalingham Jeyasanga®wn Worker 36
58.Nagarasa Ragunanthaiorker, 27

59. Arumugam Vivegananthairivate worker29
60. Thamotharam VallipillaiFarmer 77

61. Kanthapoody Jeyaseelaiorker, 19

62. Sivalingham Sellathambpwn Worker 21
63. Mariyappa ThamilselvarStudent 15

64. Sathasivam Kubera®@wn Worker 19

65. Veluppillai Yogan Own Worker 30

66. Somalingham Vasaga@overnment officer70
67.Selliah Subramanian®wn Worker 59

68. Selvarasa Navaratnaworker, 27

69. Muththaiah Kanthasamytudent19

70. Alagipoody Kumay Student 21

71.Alagaiah YogarasaVorker, 19
72.lllayathamby PakkianathakVorker, 19
73.Rasaiah Jeyanathaworker, 35
74.Krishnapillai MurugesuWorker, 24
75.Vairamutiu TharmalinghamOwn Worker 60
76. Siththiravel Sathananthakum&tudent 16
77.Selliah Uthayanathafrarmer 28
78.Vellaichchamy Kanniah-armer 45
79.Suppaiah Edmar©wn Worker 19

80. Velluppillai PakkiarasgOwn Worker 32
81.Kanthpoody Selvarass&Vorker, 45

82. Sinnathuai Pusparasdisherman22

83. Selvarasa Uthayakumadwn Worker 31
84.Rageswary RanjaWorker, 27

85.Kandiah MuthuvadivelWorker, 17
86.Kuddiyandi Ramasamystudent 22
87.Madasamy Shanga®tudent22

88. Thambiyappa Sagayarad&lorker, 25

89. Samuvel YogenthirgiWorker, 19

90. Rasanayagam Sivalooganaydgovernment officerl7
91. Selvanayagam Jeyarasarmer 21
92.S.Vinorajah Student 22
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71. Eravur massacre 10 Oct 1990

Thankarasa lyanar says,

AOn 10th August 1990, from 10c:¢
Doctor Shanmuganath and his wife iRand |,

went to see my son who had been captured at

Karathivu Shanmuga School. In town they stopped

many people and left. They returned after some

time and told us to separate into Muslims and

Tamils. The Muslims left soon after.

They called the men ione direction. We were
wondering where they were taking us. They told us to go into a room. We
were scared. The Doctoroés wife ran into
army to not hurt the Doctor. She was dragged away. There was a man
standing there with arlife.i But I did not know this. He grabbed my hair
because | had oil his hand slipped. He had tried to cut my head, but because
his hand slipped, he cut my neck. | fell to the floor. I thought | would die,
thatdés how badly | was hurt.

Dr Shunmuganathraand a few others were cut and killed. As | was lying
there, | could hear all the screams and violence. It was unbearable. But |
had no other choice.

After some time, a lady was

brought in shouting. She seemed

young. Her sari had already been

.|removed m another room. An army

took her inside a room and raped

| her. She pleaded to be let go and

that she would not tell anyone what

« | happened. Another army ordered

¢t hat she be cut. I donot
~—they did- but | heard no sounds

thereafter. Then he left.

| could not bear to be there. | kept hearing awful noises of people being
tortured. As | was thinking what | was going toidthe army returned with
weapons and killed anyone who was breathing or making a slight noise.

They put oil or it may have been &sene on everyone and burnt them. The

fire jumped to my | egs. I tried to pat t
stand up or lift my leg. Eventually | lifted my head up with my hands and

managed to crawl into the room where they had taken the girl.
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| just sat there thinking for some time. | could hear all the plane sounds. |

saw the ladies sari just on the floor. | tore it in half. | tied it on my head and

covered my face and neck. Outside the fire was burning above my head.

There were arms, legs aneédds everywhere. But | had to keep going. So |

just c¢climbed over all of them and | eft. o

72. Oddisuddan bombing 27 Nov 1990

Oddisuddan is a village in
the Mullaithivu district and
is the centre of the

Oddisuddan Assistant
| GovernmentAgent division.
Of the many

_| Thanthonreeswarar temples
" in the Northeast one is
). |located in this villageThere
is a dense settlement

e : surroundingthis temple. In
addition to farmlngmanufacture of roof tiles is also a maijodustry in this
area. The centre of this villageabnost like a little town.

On 27.11.1990, Sri Lankan Air Force bombed the area surrounding the
templekilling 12 civilians and injuring many more.

73. Puthukkudiyiruppu junction bombing 30 Jan 1991

Puthukkudiyiruppu junction
is located 20 Kms from
Mullaithivu  town. The
junction houses a commercial
area that serves the people of
the region. The area
.| surrounding the junction has
a dense settlement of people.

After 1980, people from
several other regions of the
Northeast were displaced to Puthukkudippu. Most of the displaced
people were from, Mullaithivu, Manalaru, Kokkilai, Kokkuthoduvai,
Karunaddkerni and Thennamaravadi villages who were forced out by
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attacks of the Sri Lankan military, and Sinhala settlement supported by the
same military.

In 1991, more than 1500 refugees were housed in the Subramaniuam
Vidhyalayam School ned&tuthikkudiyiruppu.

On 30.01.1991, at 5.30 pm, Sri Lankan Air Force bombers dropped bombs
around the Pihukkudiyiruppu junction. 20 bodies were recovered from the
area. 50 people were taken to the hospital with injuries. Because the
daylight was ending not all bodies could be recovered the same night.
Seriously injured civilians were sent to the Jaffna hospital the same night.
However, three of the injured died on thewta the Jaffna hospital. Five
more bodies were recovered the next day. In total 28 people were Killed in
the bombing. 8 of those killed were displaced people. One of the full term
mothers who jumped into a bunker to escape the bombing gave birth to a
babywith damaged vertebra and is unable to walk.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Evisaiya Pathmaras&ov.officer, 37
Kandiah Jegatheeswarestudent 14
Kanthasamy KavitheStudent 14
Kathirgamachchadrafrisherman26
Krishnasamy Mahehirasa Student20
Palasubramaniapfrivate worker21
Pasupathy ArigararStudent 14
Mylvaganam SrikantharPrivate worker25
Murugesu SiththiravelldFisherman65

10 Jeyanathan Sivapakkiamrivate worker36
11. Selliah Nagamany, 60

12.Subramaniam Sivandram Farmey 59

13. Sinnachsamy Kanthasan®rivate worker46
14.Sinnavan KrishnapillaFarmer 52

15. Sivarayasegaran Kalaichsely&iudent19
16. Veerakaththy KiddinapillaiFarmer 70
17.Veerasingham Thileepkumatudent19

©CoNoO~wNE

74. Uruthirapuram bombing 04 Feb 1991

Uruthirapuram village is situated in the Kilinochchi district. The Koolavadi
market serves the villages dfuthirapuram and Sivanagar.

04.02.1991 is the Independence Day for Sri Lanka and it was celebrated in
the south of the island. On that day Sri kam Air Force bombers circled

the Koolavadi market. People ran in all directions trying finding a safe
place. The bombers dropped four bombs and three of them exploded.
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%

Several people had gone under
bridge hoping it to be a safe place. (
of the banbs exploded near the brid ‘
and nine people under the bridge WSS
killed. ;

The funerals of those were held the s
day. During the funeral more bo

were dropped in the area.

e e Loz o A memorial for those killed

| was built by the villagers in
112002 at the Koolavadi
| junction.

. ’k _ | Kandaih Sundaralingam of
k Uruthirapuram says,

Y =il e
N 0 i IR
Pl V2 | ,‘{ ’

fil lost two children
several bombs at Koolavadi junction.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Vinayagamoorthy Karunakaraworker, 29
Suntharalingham Santhirakum&tudent 16
Penalso ThayaparaStudent12
Kopalasingham Jeyakoh&eller, 20
Murugesu Tharmalinghariworker, 38
Panchchalingham Palenthireé8eller, 23
Panchchalingham Palenthi@eller, 22
Palasingham Jegatheeswan Student15

. Kanapathipillai Jeyalinghan$tudent08
10. Kanapathipillai Jeyasinghar8tudent 09
11.Nagalingham ThayaparaStudent14
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75. Vankalai massacre 17 Feb 1991

Vankalai is a coastal village in tidannar district. Following thélowing
up of the road bridge at themain entry point into Mannar as welk the
Railway Bridge into Mannapeople from Mannatravelledto Colombo by
sea from Thalvuppadinrough Katpiddi.

NESOHR
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In this situation, the people of
Vankalai displaced from their
village, undle to bear the
harassments of the Srankan
military. The military
forcefully evicted those who
—|have not displaced otheir
own. The military then
removed all the valuable
things from the homes and
send to their own homes in the

south of the island.

It was in this situation that the Principal of the Vankdahavidhyalayam
school, Sebamalai, a teacher from Vankalai, Justin Lambert, and a few
others went ta@Colombo through Katpiddy to purchase some items for their
homes. They wereeturning from Colombmn 16.02.1991. They arrived at
Thalvuppadu and spend theht there. Next day at 10.00 am they started
their trip to Kaththankulam throug¥iankalai on bicycles.

When they arrived at the Vankalai junction, Sebamalai, Lambert, another
teacherand a boywere stopped. Their hands were tied with rope and they
were blindfolded. People who arrived at the junction after them saw this
and went anadomplained to the Bishop of Mannar. Since titzevellersdid

not arrive home evethe next day, the Bishop and thelatives of the
travellerswent to the Thalladmilitary camp, obtained their permission, and
arrived at the Vankalai camp to lod&r them. The military stopped the
Bishop and the relatives from entering Vanka¥et, two of the relatives
went to the parby home of a teacher. Since the doors wpes they went
inside and found blood. They went behind the house and sapothes of

five people in the well cut into pieces. Yet, given the situation they could
not recover the bodies.

When in 1993 the mmple of Vankalai resettled in their homes, they found

that thewe | | in the teacherds house has been
five bodies werdying in front of the well. The skeletons of the five people

were handed to th®lannar hospital by the pak. It was sent to Colombo

for further investigation. Tadate no further inquiries were held on the

incident.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Appukkuddy KanthaiyaFarmer 51

Anthoni Kolinlemport Teacher36

Sebamalai AnthonFarmer 30
Seemanthatkurus Sooyaiyap@ub Principgl43
Anthonippillai SebamalaPrincipal 49

aorwnhE
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76. Vaddakkachchi bombing 28 Feb 1991

Vaddalkachchivillage is situated
in the Kilinochchi district. The
.. |land is very fertileand also has

‘| good water supply farrigation. A
large acreage of the rice fields in
this land is public property. There
| was a hostel in 3rdVaikal for those
.Iwho work in these public lands.
Five families were living in this
hostel and working.

On 28.02.1991, as the familiegere having brakfast in themorning before
leaving for workthe fields, Sri Lankan Air Forcbombers dropped three
bombs.One of the bombs fell on theostel and exploded. 9 peoplere
killed.

The relatives of those killedinwilling to continue to stay in thieostelleft
the place and went elsewhere.

Rasaih Paramasundaramsay)n 28 . 02. 1991, we were havi
the Pannai hostel when Sri Lankakir Force bombers dropped three

bombs. One fell on the hostel. Nine people dikcke were injured. 26

goats aso died. We buried the goats and bodies of thkakal in one hole.

They were all in pieceso.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Arumugam Vijayaluxmy

Rasenthiram Siththiramma

Sinnathamby Umathevy

Arumugam Kamalathevy

Arumugam Rasenthiran

Murugaiah Siththira

Murugaiah Sumathy

Muniyandy Selvam

Nagamuthu Arumugam

©CoNoO~wWNE

77. Vantharumoolai 09 June 1991

On 09.06.1991 Sri Lankan military from the Mavadivembu and
Vantharumoolaimilitary campssurrounded the area. The military dot
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death four pedp standing at the 1sTross Street. This was followed by
shooting dead six civilians ikaruvankerni. In total 10 civilianaere killed
on that day.

......

78. Kokkadichcholai91 massacre 12 June 1991

On 12th June 1991, the
people of
Kokkadichcholai suffexd
. |through a second
. |massacre at the hands of
the Sri Lankan Army. The
military entered a rice
grinding mill and burnt

N the mill together with the
ﬁg, 17 workers. 400 houses

were damagedhat day.

More than 220 people
were killed. Their bodies wetgurnt by themilitary using tires. 8}ear old
Karuvalthamby Ayilpodi was in the rice mill, the day of the massacre. Her
account is as follows:

fil could hear blasts everywhere. | told my two sons, that we should run in
the direction of the crowd. As | said this, temy had reached Patha
Kullakattal, firing their guns. | was unable bear the pain of watching the
army catch and hurall the people that came their way. They set fire to the
houses and pushed peomi¢o the fire two by two. Kulasegaram was with
me at thetime. They pushed m&ulasegaram and another boy into a
burning house. Even though we pleaded withhands' they showed us no
mercy. There were many sacks of rice in the hdlglasegaram jumped on
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top of this and jumped over the fence. He said teatvould rather jump

and break his legs and die than be burned to death. We jummzdthe
fence and hid. Having decided there wasvhereelse to run, he said he
would rather die there. We were surrounded by firing and crying noises. We
ran behind the hose and hid with our eyes shut tightly under the tin sheet.
We couldnot forget the fear we felt when they pushed us into the burning
houseo

Muthulingam Vimaladevi speaks of the horror and torture that happened
that day:

iMy el der s i st @aysdokl. My aldey sisterssaid we 2hould

close thedoor and all stay inside. | said we should take the little baby and

go to the mill aghat was the direction everyone else was running in. So we

took the baby and rathere. The mill was full. People weséting in the

middle, front and back. To stdpe babies from crying, mothers but them to

their breasts. Next door, we could hebomb blasts. Everyone started

saying O6aroharad and pcamginsdg startedl g o d . Th
rapidly firing. Heads, simach and necks were all being shottob

pretended that | had been shot, smeared blood on myself and lay flat

without moving. They shot everyone inside the mill. Along with my elder

sister, five of usscaped. Because of the amount of the blood spldttere

everywhere, it looked aseferyone had died and we were able to escape. A

little while after the firingstopped, we heard the sound of one mother crying

out for her child. We stood up,ook my el der sisterdds chil
next door ousei Tihdrebwsawr pédople iahose hands had been

cut off, head had been cut and eyes had lgeeged out. There were dead

bodies of mothers who were still feeding their chilthtere was a baby

smeared on the wall. The owner of the Mill, Mr. Kumaranayagarthhis

wife Puveneswary and their four children were all shot.

79. Pullumalai massacre 1983-1990

Pullumalai in Batticaloa is
a region immersed in
natural beauty where Tamil
. |people have lived for
| hundreds of yearg.oday, it
lies barren and lifeless.h&
remains of the destroyed
local school, temple and
church have been left
.l untouched as a symbol and
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memorial tothe pain of those died and of those velnovived.

From 1983 to 1990 the SLA, together with Sinhalese mobs, tried over five
times todestroythe village. Houses were burnt, wealth was robbed, and
massacres wem@ganized. There are unbelievable accounts of the rapes and
systematic killings thatook place. Over 400 families disappeared. No
international or local body hanquired into the fatef these 400 families.

In July 1983, the cows in the village were killed and wealth destroyed. In
1984, when theThiruvambapooja in December was happening at Pillayar
Temple, theSLA shot 9 people dead. That same year 300 houses were
burnt.

On 4th of January 1985, the SLA killed the only Engineer along with 7
others. Theyalso destroyed houses and wealth. One week later on the 10th
of January, they shaihe temple priest along with 9 others.

On 10th of November 1986, they returned to rape, stedlakd burn the
villagers.103 Tamils were cut and killed that day.

In 1986, after they had shot 7 men in the village they used tires to burn the
bodies.

In 1987, 14 people that were fishing in the pond were shot.

On 9th of July 1990, once again peopeft the village unable to bear the
atrocities that were committed on them. Babies were ripped open and
thrown callously. Ove#0 families were shot; girls were raped, stabbed and
ripped open. The witnessestbfs torture left and have not returned tiils

day.

Soosaimoththu Thambimoothu talks about unbelievable torture on the day
his younger brother Sellathamby Perinbarasa and wife died,

filn 1983, the SLA and the mobs joined together to set alight our houses.
They toolall the wealth in our housemwvay in their vehicles. Around 40 or

45 houses werdurnt. Everyone ran with fear in the direction of the
vegetable garden. We also rém our vegetable garden at Mungil Malai.
The SLA rounded up and took away thié people that had gathered at
Mungil Maai.

My younger brother and his pregnant wife were two of these people taken
away.They took turns to rape my sister in law in front of my brother. They

tedupmyounger brothero6és hands and | egs,

took out the babwynd tramped the baby with their legs. Right at the end,
they shot my brother in thear. They took his wife's naked body, placed both
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bodies in a position that lookditke husband was raping the wife and left. A

little way away from themYyoganathan, his father Amugam, Jeganatha

and Ramayyah were shot dead. heheir chests was ripped open with a

knife and his insides were taken out. Tge®ople that were captured and
takenaway don 6t know whadayohappened to this

Kat hirvel u Ras ammarndavere destroyeddoy thenSLA nd husba
In 1983,1984 and then in 1990 her children were all shot dead,

fil ran behind the Army when they took my children. They told me to stop
else theywould shoot. They said they would have to carry out an
investigation and thethe children would return home. We went to the camp
a little while after this. They tolds to go home and return back tomorrow.

When we went the next day they did not let us and so we went back again
the dayafter. They told us, that they had taken olildren and left them in

the forest andthat we could go and see them there. We did not go
immediately because we weo® scared. When we did go a few days later,
the forest was sprawled with bodieBhere were arms and legs strewn
everywhere. We couldonhidentify whose childrethey were. They had all
swelled up and were into their decomposition phasewdre too scared to

stay there and so came back.

My son and Arumuganathan who were fishing in the pond were caught by
the SLAand chopped up. When weent looking for our son at the pond,
there too we salegs and arms lying arounal.

Soosai moot hu Josephdés account of the 1991

fiSuddenly trucks, vehicles and tractors were used to bring the SLA who
surroundedthe village. We ranin all directions. Bullets were falling
rapidly. They took 35 or 4people in one batch in a direction behind our
house. They systematically took gidee by one and raped them. Even
though we did not see this, the screams and phihe girls were enah

for us to know what had happened. There was no one thea/e them or
stay with them. Everyone ran in any direction they could. Taeye into

our chicken pen and caught the chickens. | grabbed my wife and children
and ran away. There were about 40 B0 people running in the same
direction asme. We ran in the forest that was beyond the pond.

We were not able to run any more. We thought we would just remain there
and die.My little child had a very bad cough. If the Army heard this, they
would havecomeand shot everyon&Vhilst we were thinking about this, the
Army was comingn our direction through the ground3he Army at front

had raised their guns and wihought that they had seen us and were
approaching. My little child startedtoughing aboutthe same time. 50
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people were going to die because of this cméd. So | tried to strangle the
child to save these 50 people. My wife in pgnitled away my hand and
took a handful of the milk powder that we had brousgnd shoved in the
c hi | doé %he floargat stuck in the child's mouth and straggled but

was unable to cough.

The Army was about 20 or 30 meters away from us and kept continuing on
their track without stopping. We were so lucky that they did not see us. We
stayed thergill dark. When the firing stopped we went back into the village.
In there we did noknow where to look. Death was everywhere. The Peter
Family and the 40 or 5people that had run with them were all shot dead.
Girls who had been raped welgng naked. Babies witn one year were

all shot and thrown about. The 3 childrehthe Pakyanathan had their legs
ripped out of thend.

80. Kinniyadi massacre 12 July 1991

Kinniyadi is situated in the Batticalahstrict 45 Kms north of Valaichenai.
People of the villagare mostlyfishermen, wood cutters and farme@n
12.07.1991 Sri Lankan militaryfrom the Kurumpumunai andalaichenai
camps rounded up thisllage and opened fire on the peopléilitary also
used sharp knives to kill the people. 13 civilians weredilFurtherdetails
about this massacre are not yet available.

81. Karapolla-Muthugalle massacre 29 April 1992

Karapolla and Muthugalle villages asguatedin the Polamaruwadistricts.
These villages are on the border of Bedticaloa district. Th people of this
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village mostly work as labourerkeeping cow herds and collecting honey
from the forests.

On 29.04.1992, Sri Lankan military aduslim groups entered the villages
at night and killed the sleeping villagers by cutting them with knigss.
people werekilled including women and children. All the villagers
displaced from these twallages after this incident.

82. Vattrapalai shelling 18 May 1992

Vattrapahi is very famous
female goddess temple in
the Northeast region
situated alongthe coast in
Mullaithivu. Once a year on
the full moon day inMay
hundreds of thousands of
|people gather here for
APongal o0, communi t
cooking and eating. Since
1990 due toSLAFs threats
the number of peoph;vho come to this temple for this dagd diministed.

18.05.1992 was that annual day for that year when more than 5,000
devotees havgathered at the temple. The SLAFs shelled from its camp in
Mullaithivu at 12.45 pmat the peak time of the festival, as if they were
deliberately trying to destroy tHestival. Ten people died on the spot, five
more died at the hospital, and 60 peopére injured.

Yogeswari 6s son and husband died on that
story:
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filt was the day of Pongal. Because this is a special day in the yeargpeopl
hadc ome from al l over the place. I had g
husband andgon were waiting to get the Kavadi back. | was not with them.

| heard that the SLA had started shelling frdfallaithivu. Someone came

runningto tell me that my brotlmeSellakilli, had been injured. | ran to see

him. twasactually my son and my sister i n
injured. We were unabl® look at theni they were that badly scarred. My

husband was then brought to t$e died soon after. We all screameaad

cried. It has been so hard to bring up tkiels. | have not given up the
Okavadi 6 business. | livimgx #sdondhas the SLA gr i nd f
are here and doing these kinds of things, peopleaivilays suffer like this 0

Available names ofictims (name, occupation, age)
Navaratnasamy Uvarasini, Student
Shanmugalingham, 42

Mariapiragasam Antony, 35
Navaratnasamy Sivasegaram

Navaratham InthujeéStudent 12

Navaratnam Sivanesatdouse wife 32
Navaratham Rajith&student10
Kanapathipilai Sithamparanathastudent17
Thambirasa Sriskantharasarmer 33

10 Kulanthaivadivel Jegatheeswar&armer 24
11. Sathasivam Navaratnaiisherman36

12. Mariapiragasam Antonyrivate worker35

©CoNoO~whE

83. Tellipalai temple bombing 30 May 1992

Tellipalai village is in the
Jaffna districtand Tellipalai
boasts of an anciefithurkat
. |Amman temple. The Sri

| Lankan military shelled and
bombed areas surrounding
| the Paldy military camp in
order to displace theeople
and expand the military
camp.Displaced people fra
several villagesadjacent o
the Palalymilitary camp such aurumpasiddyVasavilan Taiyiddy, and
Mayiliddy, had taken refuge in the Thurk&mman temple.
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On 30.05.1992, two Sri Lankan Air Force bombers dropped five bombs on
the temple crowded withrefugees. Five people, including two from the
same familywere killed in this bombing. Most of the temple was damaged.

This same temple was bombed again in 1993 during festival time when it
wascrowded with devotees. Five civilians died in this secdtatk a year
later. Morethan 5 people were injured. The temple was destroyed a second
time in a year.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
1. Kandiah llayathambyPensanigr65
2. Sinnakuddy KasipillgiFarmer 71
3. Vaithilingham Vaseegar#®ainte, 23
4. Selladurai Selvakanthargsa32
5. Vellautham Nanthakuma$tudent11
6. Pathmanathan Mayoora8tudent22
7. lyampillai MahenthiranLabour, 31
8. Subramaniam Kanagaradaleswomay38
9. Vellautham Vinothakumaitnfant, 01
10.Rasathurai Manogara@igar Industy, 28

84. Mailanthanai massacre 09 Aug 1992

i 7 .7 |The villages of Mailanthai and
T N ] ; Punanai are border villages of
e = | » " |theBatticaloa district.

The people in the villages of
Mailanthai and Punanai were
| frequently rounded up and
attacked bythe military from
the Punanai militarycamp.

On 09.08.1992, the military roundegh Mailanthanai and began attacking
the villagers with knives, swords and gumdore than 50 people were
killed. Many more were injured.

Further details of this massacre are not yet available.

85. Kilali massacre 1992, 1993
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During the years of 1992 ant993, the Sri Lankan Navias brutally
massacred Tamdivilians crossing the Jaffrizagoon througiKilali. A very
conservative estimate ihat over a 150 Tamdivilians have lost their ligs
here. A further 100 peoplere made permanenttisabled by the attacks
andanother 150 sustainegrious injuries.

Knowing full well that this
sea journey is hazardo
hundreds and hundreds
people from all walks

life and all ages and bogw
sexes have undertaken th
night journey in boats. . .
powered with outboard=- .
motors. '

[ - _' ~ o

These unarmed civiliant = o =
take the risk of death

because they have urgent business to transact down South or to contact their
- _ relatives there or travel abroad

/ Sy Sl s or for medical tratments. It is

: ; such people who werdeing
massacred ailali and not, as

‘|the Sri Lankan State claimed,
terrorists who 6 have been
—— kil Il edod.

ﬁ? On 02.01.1993, at 8 pm, 4
: passenger boats developed
engine trouble and driftedway
from the small convoy of boat$raversing the lagoon. Navy boats
surroundedthe four drifting boats and then naval personnel had boarded
them, opened firendiscriminately, hacked and stabbed the passengers and
set one boat on fire.

On the 11th, 11 corpses, in a highly decomposeddstatere washed ashore
at PoonahaiNallur and were buried along the shores of the lagédetter
from P Vinayagarmorthy, Secretary of Red Cross Kilinochchi dated
12.01.1993, is as follows:

fiWe submit the following details of an incident that tolaice at the Kilaly
i Alankerny on 2.01.1993.

It had been reported that four boats with passengers had been mercilessly
attackedby the Navy at 8pm on 2.01.1993 in theonaharLagoon. At
about 8pm thesdoats were surrounded by Navy Boats and after dirin

127
NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tamils

warning shots, the Navgersonnel had boarded the passenger boats. We
were given to understand thégve, without considerations opened fire on
old, sick, children and woman and hsibbed the hacked passengers. They
also set one boat on fire.

On recept of information we rushed to the scene with thirty five volunteers
in theearly hours on 03.01.1993 and observed that 19 bodies were floating.
We with theassistance of volunteers and public retrieved all the dead
bodies and transportethem by SLRC veédle to the Kilinochchi District
Hospital and the relatives weraformed wherever possible. On 5.01.1993,
another 10 bodies were retrieved inheghly decomposed state beyond
recognition and identification and those bodigere buried along the sea
shore.On 6.01.93 six more bodies were retrieved ihighly decomposed
state and those bodies were also buried along the sea shlbrthe 35
bodiesrecovered to date were mutilated wghnshotand stab injuriesand
some burnt beyond recognition. Only 18 lasdhave been identified and the
others were buried without identification.

In addition to the above 5 injured persons were brought to Kilinochchi
District Hospital. One of them a woman, seriously injured and sent to
Vavuniya Hospital succumbed to her injies. The balance 4 were rendered
first aid and transferred tdaffna Government Hospital on 5.01.1993.

Two persons had miraculously escaped without any injury and according to
their statement, the Navy Personnel, after causing the damages as described
above,hitched several passenger boats to the Navy Boats and were towing
them to midsea. Some distance away from the scene of the tragedy, the boat
in which these twaveretravelling, had dislodged, they had then jumped off
the boat and reached ttsboreby swimming.

Many of the passengers wtravelledon this day are said to be yet missing.
The above incident has caused a lot of inconvenience to the civilians who
were usingthis route to travel to and fronKilali and over thousand
passengers are stuck atPoonahar They are undergoing a lot of hardship
without shelter, food and medidala ci | i t i es. 0O

On 29.07.1993, navy personnel who came in five gun boats carried out a
large scale massacre of civilian passengdra/o boats carrying a full load

of pasengers were attacked, o 2.30am and the other at 441.
Including the boatmarthere were altogether 35 people in the boat at the
time. These boats were on theiay from Alankerny to Allipallai.

Kanapathypillai Peethamparam, 62 years old, was han ltoat on the
29.07.1993Her account is as follows,
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il returned from Well awatte after seeing
about4.30am Sri Lankan Navy forces came in five gun boats forwards us
from ElephanPass army camp.

On coming they firedt us. Bullets fell everywhere. To escape from firing |
creptinside the engine room of the boat. At the same time another boat also
wasexperiencing the same fate. After this a huge bomb fell close to our boat
and exploded with a big noise. Due to expdosfour passengers including

two ladiesdi ed on the spot. Anot her personods
on to me. Owing tthis the whole of my body was soaked in blood. Another
personds |l eg was smashed.

Many of them were injured. Some of them jumpexdthe sea (The boatmen
also jumped our earlier). The Naval boat which came closer to our boat
attacked us, wbegged them saying that we are innocent and we surrender
even though they firedt us. The Navy personnel were tired due to the
continuous attacland they left thglace. The boat in which we were, was
about to sink at that time we dropped all theycles which were in the boat
into the sea

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
N.RasanFarmer 28

R.InparasaCeylon Electricity, 47
Ratnasingham Aerumin Jasek Inpar&3aylon Electricity, 47
Shanmugam Sabanathan65
Raveenthiran Indravathana41
Gnanasooriar Vinsan Nikkilas, 22
Mathuranayakam Amirthanayagj 39
T.PoopathyHouse wife 28

. T.KamalarasarStudent 10
10.K.KamalthasanFishermanl7
11.Sivalingham SellathuraCourts worker45
12. Thatparanathan MugunthaBtudent20
13. Appukkuddy Paramasinghamriver, 38
14.S.Pakkiarasarisherman30
15.S.Arulthas Fisherman21
16.M.JesuthasarBtudent 19

17.Ratnam Sriranchchan 29
18.T.Thanathenbal Home maker42
19.K.SivananthanSeller, 35
20.K.Sellathuraj-, 46

21.T.Rakini, Student17
22.Earampamoorthy Asokan 36

23. Sinnavan Kathiravelu, 44
24.N.Parimalam-, 37
25.M.JosephJudrisherman18

CoNooO~wWNE
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26.N.Nagamma-, 60

27.Santhiran Arunananthyabour, 29
28.Josephs Jesaja Jesunayakam Thanith&shermanl8
29.S.KanagalinghanFisherman45

30. Selvarasa Pakkiarasa27

31.S.Ruban Gnanaseeldfishermanl19
32.A.Adaikalam Driver, 63

33. Muththaiya Santhiraleela, 35
34.S.Palasubramanigr®wn worker 54

35. Murugesu Nadaras&isherman40

36. Tharmarasa Pakeerathan
37.K.SinnathambyFarmer 60
38.K.EagamparanfFarmer 45

39. Kuppusamy Sellamuthu, 45
40.N.RasalinghamSeller, 32

41.N.Thuraj Farmery 36

42.N.Kili, Farmer 26
43.R.JeratFisherman26

44. Thambiiya Ragini-, 18

45. Kathiramalai JeyanthBtudent25

46. llayathamby Sivaseelan Universitytudent 25
47.llayathamby Mageswaryouse wife 51
48.Gnanapiragasam GnanapalBoat Sailey33
49. Sellathurai SanthalinghgriRisherman50
50. Mikkel JesuthasarStudent19
51.M.RasaiahFisherman23

86. Maaththalan bombing 18 Sept 1993

Maaththalan is one of the
S, coastal villages in the
o . Mullaithivu district. Most of
' " |the people depend on
fishing for their livelihood.
The beach also doubles up
| as theirleisure area. People
of this villagehad to travel 4
Kms to Puthukkudiyiruppu
for purchasing their daily
needs. Even to markéheir

fish catch they had to travitis distance.

From the start of the conflict the Sri Lankan Navy has put restrictions on
fishing. It also started to attack the fishermen at the sea. Fishermen were
forced ontinuefishing for their livelihood.
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On 18.09.1993, people were gathered for the opening of a new public
CommunityHall that will serve thee 0 mmu nnieady. ¥here were many
displaced peopleamong them who had displaced from Jaffna and
Kilinochchi. At4.00 pm a SriLankan military helicopter flew past and must
have noticed the gathering. At 5.pth the Sri Lankan Air Force bombers
appeared and dropped more than 10 borfbeee bombs fell on the brand
new hall.13 civilians died on the spot. More thanw@re injured.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Selliah Selvam (Kannanytudent 16
Thambirasa Kunasinghgriarmer 18
Piransis ArulthasFisherman23

Pelippu Thavarasa Sujathtt&tudent10
Mariathas Anton Jeyapalahisherman32
Mariathas Immanuvel Aanantharaarmer 19
Danialpillai Pilippu Thavarasdisherman39
Antonipillai SagayanayagHome makerl8

. Jesumark Antanythakisherman29

10. Paramanantham, 40

11.Shangarasivam SurenthireBtudent18
12.Sinnappu AlbonsFarmer 22

13. Mariathas Anton Jesuthas 30
14.Thiagarasa Kannastudent 19
15.Immanuvel Aanantharasg 19

16. Sangarasivam Pulenthira®tudent 15
17.Intrigress Josephs, 31

18. Sujaththa Thileep Merstudent 09

19. Muththaiah Thuraisingham, 45
20.Josephs Vinitta KiresPrettiouse wife 31

CoNoOoO~WNE

87. Chavakachcheri Sangaththanai bombing 2s sept 1993

__ Chavakachcheri is in the Jaffna district. The
' area has large coconut aRdimyahestates.

-~ # " Sangaththanai village is just 500 metres

from the Chavakachcheri town centre.

| The Sri Lankamilitary increased its aerial

|bombing and shelling of civilians areas as
S | part of their battle with the LTTE. The
MCivilians have become accustomed to
building trenches in theground to take
protection during bombing arghelling.
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The large bunker in thethayan wood mill in this village gave protection to

manyvillagers.

On 28.09.1993, Sri Lankan Air Ford®mbers started to circle the area.
More than 35 people took protection time bunker at the Uthayan wood

mill. The bombers direct

\/

targeted theourker. Three.
bombs were dropped ¢ 7w
30 peop, =it A

the bunker. i
including babiesdied in
the bunker.

survivedwith injuries.

A memorial at
Uthayan wood

Only fNGf%fwl

thel iy
mil ===
commemorates those wji

lost their lives

bombing.

in this

Available names of victims (nameccupation, age)
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10 Jegatheeswaran J

Thangarasa Susegldouse wifg 21
Nageswary Kurunathan, 56
Ratnakobal Sutharsha8tudent11
Sinnarasa Pavarftudent21

Selvarasa Sujath&tudent 16
Kopalaratnam SubajinStudent 15
Jegatheeswaran Shanthidbuse wife 31
Jggatheeswaran Thashajiitudent11
Jegatheeswaran ThineStudent08

anadfudent07

11.Sinnarasa NiranjapStudent 13

12.Kopalaratnam Sur

ekk&tudent 09

13.Kandiah Selvarasa, Man 40

14.Ponnuthurai Gnan
15. Sinnarasa Pirapali

eswary 60
nbtudent 10

16. Selliah Maheswary-, 52
17.Kanapathipillai Thangamma, 56

18. Ratnakopal Thusy

enthiraBtudent09

19. Palasuntharam Santhirasegay&tudent 09

20.Palasuntharam Th

ashayalmfant, 02

21.Kopalapillai Suthasshastudent 09
22.Palasuntharam Rathinfant, 03
23.Kaneshan Kowshig&tudent 12
24.Selvarasa Jasoth@tudent 18
25.Palasuntharam Suresbtudent 12
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26.Sinnarasa Pirab&tudent10
27.Theiventhiran Nagenthirastudent19
28. Amuthalingham Lachchammg 53

88. Kokuvil temple massacre & bombing 29 Sept 1993

Kokuvil is in the Jaffna districtKatpulaththuAmman temple idocated in
Kokuvil. The temple is 25@ears old.

This historic temple was bombed the Indian military in 1988 and by the
Sri Lankan military in 1993In September 1988, the Indiamilitary that
drove past the temple opened fire at the devotees and three werekilled
the spot. Five more devotees were injured.

On 29.09.1993, Sri Lankan Air Force bombed this same temple and three
moredevotees at the temple were Killed.

89. Kurunagar church bombing 13 Nov 1993

Kurunagar is just one Kms from the Jaftoavn centre along the coast. The
Kurunagarchurch was built in 1881.

On 13.11.1993, people were gathefed prayers when Sri Lankan Air
Force bombers dropped two bomdas the church. Ten pele were killed
and more 25 were injured. TAurch was badly damaged.

This bombing was condemned by therld leaders. The pillars supporting
the main hall were broken to smithereens &y are kept even today near
the altar. A memorial was also hiuor those killed inthe bombing near the

entrance to the church.
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Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)

Mery Jeyaseeli Thasiyaslouse wife 50
Anton AnchsalaHouse wife 40
Kuroos Akkines Pensiong60
JohnLooththu SeviyakVorker, 45

Anton Puspaleeldiouse wife 41

Singarasa Jujin Kamalitt&tudent 15
Kabirial Anton Fisherman438

10 Akkines Kurusupillaj-, 80

11.Mery Vennila Antonipillaj Teacher27
12.Singarayar Jani KanqjStudent 08

©CoNoO~whE

Aarokianathar Silvan Sajeevétudent18

Mery Sinthuya Mathuranayakarmfant, 2 ¥2

90. Chundikulam-94 massacre 18 Feb 1994

ThoduvatVaikal is a fishingsettlement in the Chundikulamllage in the
Kilinochchi district. On 18.02.1994, at 5.15 am tfishermen were going
into the sedor fishing. The SriLankan NavalDvora boats that arrived
beganopening fire at the fishermeS8ome of the fishermen had jumpetb

the sea to save their live®thers had cut the

=
‘n N, \ ¥ z
Sy A

C -w\ 1 = »

POINT PEDRO DMSION S ;« \
<

nets off and were attempting
speed back to the shore.
The firing was heard by
the villagers athe shore.
Worried villagers gathered

. lat the shore for the
' (fishermen who had gone

to sea. They couldeethe

| fishermen being hit by the

fire and falling into the
sea.

Ten fishermen died that

day in the Sri Lankan Navy attack. Only three bodies \weo@vered on that
day and the other seven bodies washed ashore the followind\ftiaythis
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the fishermen stopped going to the sea. The families were pushed further
into poverty as a result.

Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Jesurasa Alogas Santhakumar, 22
Aseervatham Vinachsenithyavisaleen-, 44
Amirthanayagam John Fernandp35
Antonypillai lyakkopillai, -, 46

Manuvetpillai Mariaseelgn, 26

Kariyoppillai Aruljeyaseelan, 25

lyakkopillai Nixshan -, 20

lyakko Mariyelpillai, -, 29

ONOTAWNE

91. Navaly church massacre 09 July 1995

Navaly village is in the Jaffna district. Beters church is a famous temple
in Navaly. Following the military orders tthe people to take refuge in
public placegshousands of people left their homegake refuge in churches
and templesAbout 2500 people had thus taken refug&t Peters Church.

T T : On the 9th July 1995,
S T eight rocket bombs
¢ were dropped on
= |Navaly church and its
- % |surroundings. The
! |church was crammed
with people who had
.'sought refuge when

{i;ém?i; N in’
2dduikoddai East ! .
Thunavy " e

s : x they realized the army
dsoury/ wese. % W%E was bombing  their
DRI v area. 155 bodies of

civilians were

recovered from the
church and itsurroundings and 250 people wéngired. There is no doubt
that the

SLAFs deliberately dropped a bomb at a place where there was a maximum
densityof people gathered, and the large crowd of people would have been
noticeable fronthe air.

Vaithiyalingam Kamalanathan, lost his wife on that day. The incident as
describedby him is as follows:
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fiThat morning, from about 4am we were heard bombing d®dmom the
SLA during Operation Leap Forward. People from Chuliipuram had
grabbed all theitbelongings and started moving aloNgvalyRoad.

All of us, small, young, and old were helplng and feeding these displaced
people atSt Peters church wittz T ;

food and drink. We did this ajs

day. Since | did not go to t
temple in the morning | went at@s
4:30pm with my somhrough the
paddy fields. At about 4:35pm \
heard a very big bomb blast a
saw clouds of smoke.
immediately knew something
happened atNavaly. When | ra
back to my house, the road
filled with fallen trees and

buildings. In my house my wife was bleeding from here [chest]. My
daughter was injured in hdread and hand. Blood was running.

| ran to the other houses nearby. One of mymdigo ur 6 s f ami Iy was al
deadMy el der sondés daughter was injured.
we could do nanore for my sister. He said to go and look after my family.

My wife died at théospital asking me to look after our childrén.

The Parif priest at that time says:

filt was Sunday morning. People were being displaced here as the Leap
Forward Operation was taking place. People of this area welcomed them
and were supplyinghem with food and drinks. | was at St Andrews church
in Manipay whae | heardthat people were gathering in St Peters Church,
Navaly So | rushed over here. Ony way here, | heard the bombers in the
air. One of the bombers was lowering amhdaan and hid behind a wall. |

saw this people being bombed. | ran here afterbibmbing and saw that
people were scattered here and therdlled. 9 people weréilled at this
church. 121 people were killed all together.

The church was damaged. People were screaming and shouting. People
who weretaking shelter in this area were bbed. People are still saddened

and worriedabout this. People hope that this situation will change and that
peace will prevail irthis country. Tamils and Sinhalese will remain together

in this country as brothesind sister

Available names of victimsx@me, occupation, age)
1. Varatharasa Krishnakumdnfant, 1 ¥
2. Lookkas JudmohanathaSarpenter24
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3. Kunaratnam Vithusharstudent07

4. Kunaratnam RohiniHouse wife 35

5. Suvaminathar Sivapathasubramanidieacher50
6. Saravanamuthu Sivamaiindu Priest63
7. Saavanapavan Parashakihy27

8. Siththirapalu Nageswayeller, 44

9. Kunaratnam Piranavatudent05

10. Sinnaiah Sarasvathy, 62

11. Jeyaseelan Kanista8tudent17

12. Siththirapalu Thaneswartudent17

13. Siththirapalu Mahenthira&Carpenter25
14. Siththirapalu Jgpalini Student14

15. Siththirapalu Jeyamathy, 27

16. Sivalingharasa Ranjinbtudent11

17. Sivakumaran Surekk&tudent12

18. Jegasoothy Rathymala&tudent17

19. Sinnaiah YogamalaFarmer 39

20. Kandasamy Thevakulasinghawvorker, 36
21. Aanantharasa Yogeswary 35

22. Murugesu SelvaratnariRainter 65

23. Arumugam KunaratnapMechnig 40

24. Maheswaran ThayalakVorker, 20

25. Mahenthiran Mathukaraistudent17

26. Kamalanathan Saviththjd, 45

27. Kathiravelu Thurairasdarmer 55

28. Kunaratnam Tharshinstudent 14

29. Kanthan Gnanasegara®tudent17

30. Veerasingham Satkunaragasherman30
31. Kaaththan Kanthasamy, Toddypper 43
32. Kanthasamy Ansalatheyy, 36

33. Palasingham Uthayarggaarpenter23
34. Palasingham Sellamma 33

35. Pilippillai Kapiriyelpillai, GramaSevakar 54
36. Pararasasingham SeahatnamSeller, 48
37. Punniyamoorthy Sayantha&tudent09
38. Kaneshalingham KamalatheAccount assistantt
39. Kandiah NallaiahFisherman55

40. Sinnathamby Ratnasinghafisherman46
41. Vellautham Lalithathevy-, 35

42. Thavachshelvy Karthiges&tudent12

43. Soosaihasan Mery sasikal&tudent18
44. Firancis Kinsly Clerk, 27

45. Pathmanathan Palayogiri40

46. Pathmanathan Malarvjltudent13

47. Sakkariyal Jegatheepan Jeevatlstadent17
48. Pathmakumaran Komathiouse wife 28
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49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
S7.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

Selvaratnam Sivasubramanian46
Nallaiah NeelavathyHouse wife 50
Kanagaratnam Subakargtudent 22
Thangarasa Thatsuthan63
Thamotharampillai Inpamalatudent 10
Sivasoothiraja Pirasann@tudent 10
Jegasoothy Vimalatheyeller, 42
Nadarasa Kanatheepa&tudent 05
Kopalakrishnan PatheepanStudent07
Kanthasamy Thenug&tudent12
Thommaipillai Jesuthasa8eller, 21
Thevathas Nareskum&tudent11
Sellaiah Rasathurgrisherman35
Sellaiah Krishnarubarrishermanl19
Thevathas PrinthiniStudent07
Kopalakrishnan SayanthaBtudent09
Veluppillai NadeswararStudent 19
Kopalakrishnan KapilrajgiStudent07
Mathan PararasasinghaMasan 48
Kopalakrishnan Revathy, 36
Kopalakrishnan Vinoydnfant, 05
Ponnar UthayakumaFish selley35
Ponnar Nagamuthu, 75
Kopalakrisinan Mathyvathana, 22
Sinnathurai Nagaratnam 60
Selvarasa Pirathees 16

Nesarasa Thavarayanj 28
Sanmuganathan

Thampirasa Thuvaragathe\§tudent 20
Satheeskumar

Uthayakumar

Kopinath

Saththiyanathan

Sasikala

Yogeswary

Uthayakumar Satheeskum&tudent13
Jegatheepan

Uthayakumar Ushanthinbtudent 12
Thurairas

S.Mageswary
A.ThanustalaStudent08
P.Shanthan

N.Murugathas

N.Abirami

Pusparani

Nadarasa Rayilroddy apper 22
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95. Antonipillai kurus Kumuthinj Student18
96. Mahenthiran Vasanthakumar, 25

97. Mayarasa Selvanayakilouse wife 53

98. Rasathurai Mageswary, 34

99. Rasathurai Santhirakanth&@tudent13
100. Rasathurai Suth&tudent09

101.Ramu Veerasinghanrisheman43

102. Ithayashanthini-, -

103.Nadesu SiththirapajiCarpenter51

104. Thanaluxsumy-, -

105.Nadesan VijayakumaiStudent 18

106. Neekkilapillai ThiruchselvamGovernmen officer54
107. Niththiyanantham Annaluxsumy, 57

108. Nages Kopalakrishnafrisherman29

109. Kanagasabapathy Thavaluxsur®gller, 42
110.Kanagasingham Narayanasingh&mvn worker 50
111.Kanagaratnam WsnanthanWorker, 20
112.Rasaratnam Anantharasagithar, 34
113.Kurusamy Mageswaryleacher54
114.Thevanayagam Manothig&tudent08
115. Sellathurai Rasamma, 56

116.Murugan Sarasu, 69

117.Kaneshavel Thevakanesh&tudent15
118. Rasakulasingham Rajahmoh&tudent16
119.Navaratnam Jayath&tudent21

120. Tharmakulasingham Sujeef&tudent17
121.T.Kulasingham

122.Vaithilingham JeyasinghanGovern.officer 56
123.Thevanayagam Sailay&tudent13
124.Vairamuthu SivarasaVorker, 39
125.S.KemalathaGramaSevakar 27
126.S.PiratheepeStudent 11
127.S.Keheeswaran

128. Mayarasa Aananthapuvan&tudent 16
129.Thavam PaskaraiVorker, 19

130. Siththirapalu PirapakaraStudent21
131.Kanagaratnam VasikaraStudent 18

132. Kumarasamy Pathmanathaarmer 24
133. Thambipillai ThiyagarasaCigar Industry54
134.T.Pusparani

135.N.Vasantharalar

136.S.Thavarani

137. Arumugam Kanagalinghanstudent40
138.Immanuvel DusinthaStudent 14
139.Velu RamalinghamWorker, 22

140. Subbaiah ThevanayagakVorker, 47
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141. Sriskantharasa KopigaBtudent13
142.Thevanayagam Thavapalasarasvath@5
143.Nagalingham Saravanamutttarme, 60
144.Nadarasa Sinnathurdtarmer 65

145. Jevarajah PiratheepaBtudent13

146. Arumugam Kanagalinghanseller, 40
147.Ravichsanthiran Thanushiy&tudent08
148.Murugesu Ponnampalar@arpenterd7
149. Thevanayagam Lavany&tudent11
150.Vanniyasinghant, -

151. GnanaluxsumypataSeevaratnapWorker, 47

92. Nagarkovil bombing 22 September 1995

Among the historic temples in Jaffraae the Vallipuram temple and the
Nagarkovil temple. Nagarkoviltemple is located 8 Kms from the
Vallipuram temple. In 1956, througthe efforts ofV Naganathan, the
JaffnaNagarkovil Vidhyalayam wasstarted by the Sri Lankagovernment.
In 1967 this wasipgraded to Mahavidhyalayam.

In 1990, people from the village of Mayiliddy were forced to displace from

their village and around 600 of these faiesl were living in Nagarkovil. As

a result, theNagarkovil School of 400 students went to 700 overnight.

Following clashes in1991, people from Vetrilaikerni, Aliyavalai, and
IO\ Wl T 7 Kaddakadu villages also

N displaced to Nagarkovil.
After 1993 the student roll

» |at the school went up to
. +]830.

On 21.091995, the
I military shelled several
%’% areas in Jaffna from its
AN | Palaly camp. On
22.091995, Sri Lankan
Air Force bombers
dropped bombs on the Manalkadurch and destroyed it. Three civilians
were killed. At 12.45 while ite school wasn session, 8 rockets were
dropped on the school and the adjacent villdggtudents were killed inside
their class room. A further 13 students died in hiospital. A further 42
students were seriously injured. As a result of the attackthainday 40
civilians including 20 students died. 100 civilians including 42 students
were injured.
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Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Navamani MithuraStudent 14

Markandu NagaloosinStudent 10
Palachsanthiran Rejith&tudent 10
Pologarasa Thusyanth$tudent13
Kugasaravanamalai Tharshiitudent13
Navaratnasamy Umathevy, Stutei?
U.Tharshinj Student12

Sithamparapillai Sasirubytudent11
Anton Mariamanogarathas MariyarajitBtudent 09
10 Tharmalingham Ushananthji8tudent 14
11.Ramachchanthiran SangeetB&udent 14
12.Rasaratnam Umakantha®tudent 16

13. Selvakulasingham SelvathStudent17
14.Selvam Student 16

15. Antony Mariaros AntonythasStudent08
16.RagavanStudent 16
17.T.SamiththaStudent 10

18.Mahalingham Shanmugavadiy&tudent16
19. Mylvaganam KananathaStudent 13
20.Nagamuthu SenthilveStudent15

21. Thambipillai Kopitan, Student
22.Krishnakopal Thavaseela8tudent13
23.Raveenthirarasa Amirth&tudent 10

24. Thamotharampillai Sagunth&tudent12
25. Albons Amalaviji Student14
26.Rasaratnam Kavith&tudent10
27.Johnposko Karmilata, 04
28.Ramanathan MethinStudent13

CoNoO~wWNE

93. Chemmani mass graves in 1996

What is the fate of the
civiians who disappeared
during the six month period
in the middle of 19967
‘ |\Chemmani area in the
' | Ariyalai village houses the
welcome arch into Jaffna
| town four Kms from the
town.

Following breakdown of
the talks between the LTTE

141

NESOHR
Information collected by SNE



Massacres of Tamils

and the government of Stanka in April 1994, the newly elected President

Chandrika Kumaratunge launchedwar which sheal | ed t he Awar f C
peaceo The military cl89tandrire1D96tthee Jaf f na
military captured the entire Jaffna peninsula.

The Riviresa military operation started in the latter part of 1995. Over a
period oftwo days 450,000 people displaceédm the western sector of
Jaffna and walkedhrough Chemmani road, Kopay road to the eastern
sectors. The Military thenaptured the Jaffna town. Eventually the military
captured most of the Jaffipeninsula. Half the displaced people went to live
in othe districts and the rest livedh the military controlled Jaffna
peninsula.

Whil e a fAwar for peaceo0O was being waged,
disappeared in Jaffna kept growing under the military leadership of Major
GeneralJanaka Perera. Rapewbmen by the military was also increasing.

During the sixmonths, following mid 1996, the number of disappeared

reached 700. 600complaints were lodged at the Human Rights

Commission. An association wa

formed by the families of t
disappeared.

The  aseciation has  wage
demonstrations in several locatid
demanding to knowhe fate of thei
family members. As the press
mounted, President Kumaratu
appointed a Commission of milita
officials to investigate th
disappearancesln spite of severd
sittings of this commission there
no outcome worthy of notigom this
commission. Following th
disappearance of Krishanthi (g
later) and theconfession by one ¢
the convicted soldiers about m:
graves in Chemmani wherg@00 to
400 bodies are buriedhe convicted
soldier was taken to the location
identify the mass graves.

The Chemmani mass graves were dug in front of Judge llancheliyan, Prof
Neriyellafrom Ruhunu University and several lawyers including, Kesavan,
llanko, Paramaraja, and Pon Pogésingam. Several locations were
identified as masgrave locations. When the site was dug for the first time
11 skeletons werenearthed. They were sent for forensic investigations and
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the ages were estimatedlie from 16 to 35. Before the second diggivaps

to begin people were banned frajning near the area and people noticed
movement of military vehicles at night in theea. The second digging two
weeks later uncovered another 6 bodies. With thidable was temporarily
halted. To date no furtherqgmress has been made on thiesestigations.

94. Kilinochchi town massacre 1996-1998

In 1996, the Sri Lankan military launchéae military operation they code

namedi Sat #jléya The oper asbuthdrom it &lesphanto mo v e
Pass camp int&ilin ochchi. During this movement it set agmilitary camp

in Paranthan. The militaryptelligence wing from this camp wouldfiltrate

into the civilian areas. There thaytacked and killed people in their homes,

or displaced people who returned to themes to collect some items.

I n August 1996, t he ®@i210i tmarly tlaa yn cohpeed af
This wasf ol | owed bOy3 0A Smait lhijteayray oper ati on. W
military enteredKilinochchi town. Here they created a militarized zone

occupying peod 6 s hamdriheirsfarmlands.

While camped here the military carried out numerous attacks on civilians in
the surrounding areas. 184 civilians disappeared during this time. Most of
them werekilled. Later when people moved back to their homes, skeletons
were recoveredrom toilet pits and wells. Based on information collected
from many sources, 18dvilians were killed. 72 skeletons of those killed
were recovered in Kilinochchi ands surroundings. 12 skeletons were
identified by relatives based on tlodothes andother items they were
wearing when they were killed.

The families of those killed we today living in extreme poverty in the
villages ofAkkarayan, Mallavi, Jeyapuram afdithukkudiyiruppu

95. Kumarapuram massacre 11 Feb 1996

Kumarapuam village is situated in theé\ssistant Government Agent
Division of Mutur in the Trincomalee district. is located between the
villages ofKiliveddi and Parathipuram. Théllage is bounded in east by
the Allaikulam water reservoir and in ttveest by asport ground and a milk
collection centre. A military camp ipist 2 Kms from its north border.
People from all the different ethnic communities lived here without any
disharmony. After the 1995 military activities people in the village lived in
fear. The massacre on 11.02.1996 happened during one of these military
activities.
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On 11.02.1996 at 4.00
pm people heard firing
-~ . noises. The frightened
< % |people ran intahe large
. forest area near the
v~ | Allaikulam and hid there.
: " |Some people stayed at
—=— home. In the home of
o Alagutharai, eight
wﬁ%z members of the family
s stayed at home. All eight
of them were shot dead

in their home by the military.

In the inquiry on this massacre the village headman in his evidence said
Rasenthiram Karunaharan was shot dead in front of hitheaswo were
talking. Another man Nagarasa lost his eyesight as a result of the shooting.

Arumaithurai Thanalaxmi, a 16 year old girl was taking her eight year old
brotheron her bicycle. When they heard the shooting she took her brother
and hid in anearby shop. The military dragged her out and took her to the
milk collection centreand there she was gang raped by the military. One Sri
Lankan soldier, CorporaKumara, confessed to shooting her dead at the
inquiry. When asked why he shot Hex stated tht she was badly injured
with several bite marks made by the militamgn who gang raped her and
that she was in such a bad state that he shoRBgreople were killed in

this massacre. 22 were seriously injured. Many of itiigred who died
without medcal care were recorded as deaths by natural causes.

96. Nachchikuda strafing 16 Mar 1996

The Poonalar area of Kilinochchidistrict is a historically important area.

This was a centre of ancient kingdoarsd commerce. A fishing village in

Poonahais Neachchikuda.On 16.03.1996, early morning MM helicopters

belonging to the Siiankan military began strafing tidéachchikuda village

settlementPeople sleeping at home and fishermen at sea were hit by the

shells. 16 people welglled. Hundreds of fishenen s hut s wer e bur nf
Following this attack theillage displaced from Nachchikuda.
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Available names of victims (name, occupation, age)
Kandaiah Rameshwara8tudent18
Kanagasingham Tharsjritudent10
Anton Jegatheep&tudent12
SoosaipillaiAlbert, Fisherman50
Albons AmalotpavaranHouse wife 22
Mahenthiran JaliniStudent 18
Thavari Veelaji -, 68

Julias DevinlInfant, 01

. Kandasamy Senthilkuma8tudent 16
10.Victor Loosiyg -, 24

11. Arulanantham Seviar VisittammBouse wife 55
12.Mariathas Bvin, Fisherman30

13. Seviar KonsalgStudent 14

14.Mery Amlini, Student18
15.Ponnampalam Selvaragasherman68
16. Aasaipillai Albons Fisherman50
17.Marianayagam Thiresamma
18.Kuvaddasges Sinrasan

19. Anton Dayaska

20. Marianayagam Thiresamma

CoNoO~wWNE

97. Thambirai market bombing 17 May 1996

Poonaharis situated in the
Kilinochchi district 20 Kms
from Kilinochchi town.This is
a historic region. Thambirai is
asmall village in thePoonahar
area.On 17.05.1996, at 10.00
am, Kfir bombers belonging to
the Sri Lankan Air Force
dropped bombs in the market
area. People hearing the Kfirs
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