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A HARE-BRAINED IDEA

The exchanges via public statements between India and the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) are becoming more

acrimonious and accusatory of each other following the total
breakdown of ‘informal talks’ between Indian officials and the

LTTE.

. Rajiv Gandhi’s recent denunciation of the LTTE for
repeatedly going back on the assurances it had given has
been matched by LTTE's accusation that India was hell-bent
on imposing ‘a charter for servility’ under the pretext of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. The allegation by the Indian High
Commissioner, G.N. Dixit, following the recent discovery of a
SAM 7 missile in Jaffna that LTTE is being armed by sinister
foreign agencies provoked the LTTE response that India had
prior knowledge of LTTE's possession of and in fact had
given training in the use of such missiles to LTTE cadres.
Rajiv Gandhi rejects the call for a ceasefire ‘in the present
circumstances’ on the basis that the LTTE was ‘terrorising
the Tamils with fire power and brutal violence’, and the LTTE
charges that India’s refusal to order a ceasefire reflected its
aim to liquidate the LTTE.

Trading in charges and counter-charges is not a productive
excercise in the context in which the Tamil people are placed.
Avoidance of public denunciations will lead to better under-
standing for mutual benefit.

Operations are being intensified, casualties are mounting
and the peop/e are suffering from the continuation of this
undeclared ‘war’. Restoratlon of peace and normalcy seem a
far cry.

Preparations are being undertaken to hold the North-East

Provincial Council Elections with or without an agreement
with the LTTE. Such a venture would not lead to the solution
of the problem. We have warned in these columns that in the
context of the situation in the Tamil areas, an attempt to hold
elections without an agreement with the Tamil militant
groups, particularly with the dominant LTTE, would be
foolhardy and impractical. People will not simply participate
or vote. Even the entire might of the IPKF would not
persuade them to venture out and vote. Any such elections
will turn out to be a sham and a counter-productive exercise.

From the angle of the Sri Lankan government, the
constitutional imperatives may compel elections in the north
and east to be held as soon as possible to facilitate the
holding of the Presidential election which has to be held
before January 3, and the general elections before Septem-
ber next year. It is this constitutional compulsion placed on
the Sri Lankan government that may persuade India to go
along with the rather hare-brained idea of holding the
Provincial Council elections in the Tamil areas without an
agreement with the LTTE.

The Indian government by taking for granted too many
things in the past already finds itself embroiled in a situation
which it had not intended or bargained. Let it not be said that
it had not been warned by those who are well disposed to
India, its government and its people that are going along with
the idea of holding elections without an agreement with the
LTTE is predestined to end in failure and may damage
India’s position further.

REACTION TO KANTHASAMY’S ABDUCTION

It is over two months since K. Kanthasamy was abducted. To
date his whereabouts or the fate that has befallen him
remains a mystery. Unconfirmed reports that are circulating
indicate that the worst would have happened to him. If that is
true, those who have known him and his dedicated work to
the Tamil community when it was most needed will be filled

with indescribable sorrow.
The perpetrators of this crime would appear to have

perceived its diabolical nature for they have not had the
courage to admit it nor to justify it. It may be that the
perpetrators thought that they stood to gain in some way by
Kanthasamy's disappearance. But the Tamil community has
not only lost Kanthasamy's services, but also it has already
begun to suffer from the consequences of the manner in
which he was made to ‘disappear’.

The aid giving agencies who have contributed substantial
sums for the relief and rehabilitation of Tamil areas have
suspended their aid. It is said that any further development or

humanitarian aid would not be forthcoming diectly to Tamil

areas, and if such aid is to be given in the future, it is more
likely to be routed through the government in Colombo.
Agencies which furnish developmental or humanitarian aid
and international human rights organisations place much
value upon the work of independent human rights and

humanitarian activists, workers and organisations. Today,
they see in Sri Lanka, both in the Tamil areas and the south
of the island, a grave danger to such workers and organisa-
tions. In the south, the JVP is targetting independent human
rights activists and organisations who have carried on their
work impartially highlighted the violations of human rights
committed against the Tamil people. In the Tamil areas they
see that not only people like Kanthasamy and Fr. Chandra
Fernando are being targetted, but also a determined attempt
to intimidate and influence the composition and work of the
Citizens Committees and Rehabilitation organisations. The
seriousness with which the international human rights and
humanitarian community view this dangerous development
has already demonstrated itself on two fronts. Firstly by the
suspension of aid by donor agencies. Secondly, many
Non-Governmental Organisations and Members attending
the current Session of the UN Sub-Commission on the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
(generally referred to as the Human Rights Sub-
Commission) have expressed serious concern and called
upon all parties in Sri Lanka to respect the right and freedom
of independent humanitarian and human rights organisations
and individuals to carry on their work without pressure,
intimidation or threats aimed at their physical existence.
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DMK CALLS FOR CEASEFIRE

The DMK President, Mr M. Karuna-
nidhi, announced that the Executive
Committee and the General Council
of the party would meet shortly to
decide on a struggle to seek an end to
the Sri Lankan ethnic crisis. The
struggle would be to make the Indian
Government realise the situation and
initiate immediate steps to settle the
issue, he said.

‘Before this, I extend my final
appeal to the Prime Minister, Mr
Rajiv Gandhi, to find a solution to the
problem,’” he added.

Mr Karunanidhi was addressing a
public meeting at Royapuram to high-
light the failure of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord and protest against the killing
of Tamils, on the first anniversary of
the Agreement.

The DMK chief made it clear that
the party would not rest until a
solution was found to the ethnic issue.
His party had been championing the
cause of Sri Lankan Tamils since
1956 and ‘it is not a part-time affair
for us nor are we trying to secure
political gains out of it” he added.

Mr Karunanidhi said that the geno-
cide in Sri Lanka was on for the past
five years. First it was by the
Sinhalese, then by the Sri Lankan
Army and now the IPKF has taken
over.’ :

Referring to the support extended
to the Indo-Sri Lankan Accord by the
former Chief Minister, Mr M. G.
Ramachandran, in a meeting on the
Marina on August 2 last year in the

presence of the Prime Minister, Mr
Karunanidhi said: ‘Mr Ramachan-
dran was not satisfied with the
accord. But he was afraid of express-
ing it. Hence he tried to leave for the
U.S. for a medical check-up even
before the meeting. But the Indian
Government saw to it that his flight
tickets were cancelled and forced him
to support the accord,” he added.

On reports of the Sri Lankan presi-
dent, Mr. J.R. Jayewardene wonder-
ing whether the DMK President
wanted a new accord, Mr Karuna-
nidhi asked whether it was not im-
perative to implement properly the
agreement which had already been
signed. The accord was ab initio void
as it was signed without the concurr-
ence of the LTTE leader, Mr V. Pra-
bakaran, one of the important parties
involved. He said ‘even that we
accepted just because we wanted
peace to return to the strife-torn
areas.” And that was why the DMK
did not condemn the accord much in
the beginning, he said.

_ Referring to the provision which
called for a referendum with regard to
the merger of the Northern and East-
ern Provinces, the DMK leader said
that he smelt a rat as this could be
manipulated -to defeat the merger
demand itself. In this connection, he
cited the Indian Government’s rejec-
tion of the plea for a referendum in
Kashmir so that the question of that
State remaining with India or joining
Pakistan could be settled. He asked

‘what right has India to accept a
referendum in Sri Lanka? Mr Karu-
nanidhi charged that the substantial
time given for holding this referen-
dum, in December this year, was to
reduce the number of Tamils living in
the Eastern Province by methods of
massacre and Sinhalese colonisation.
The colonisation had been carried out
effectively, he said and accused the
Indian Government of having no guts
to prevent or question it. ‘Is it the way
to implement the accord?” he asked.

- Atrocities

Quoting profusely from various
newspapers and magazines, Mr Karu-
nanidhi sought to paint a picture of
what he called atrocities by the IPKF
against innocent Tamils including a
large number of women. He -also
quoted the Economic and Political
Weekly commenting that the Indo-Sri
Lankan Accord, instead of bringing
about a political solution to the prob-
lem, had become one connected with
the bilateral relations between the
two countries and their security.

Mr Karunanidhi urged the Indian
Government to declare a ceasefire
immediately which would pave the
way for surrender of arms by the

LTTE. This had been openly accept-

ted by the LTTE, he added.

According to him, the insistence of
the Indian Government on surrender
of arms by the militants before declar-
ing ceasefire was not a practical prop-
osition. ‘Why should you stand on
unwanted prestige? ,

E.R.O.S. INSISTS ON PERMANENT MERGER OF N & E

V. Balakumar, leader of the Eelam
Revolutionary Organisation of Stu-
_ dents, says his group will never accept
any solution without the permanent
merger of the Northern and Eastern
Provinces of Sri Lanka..

In an interview with India abroad
at his office here the other day, he
said that the two provinces made up
the homeland of the Tamils. It is a
single entity. There is no question of a
temporary merger (pending a referen-
dum),” he declared.

Balakumar, who is in touch with
leaders of the most-dominant militant
group, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, said that he was sure that the
LTTE would not conclude any agree-
ment with the Indians® unless a
permanent merger was assured.

He said that he expressed the same
opinion during talks with Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in New Delhi
three days before the signing of the
Indo-Sri Lankan agreement of July
29, 1987. He accused India of indiffer-
ence towards Tamil aspirations.

“The Indian’s top priority is to save
the Jayewardene government’ he
charged. ‘They will go to any extent
because the accord will fall flat the
minute Jayewardene is out.’.

‘However, Rajiv Gandhi has given
us an assurance that he would not let
down the Tamils. I hope he will keep
his word.’

Balakumar said his group’s second
demand was the demarcation of a
separate are for Tamils of Indian
origin living in the central hill coun-
try. This area was historically part of
the Sinhala kingdom where the
Tamils of Indian origin were settled
by the British more than a century
ago. Asked if such a demand was
reai¢nable, Balakumar replied that
the plantation Tamils lived like slaves
and their basic rights should be recog-

“There are areas in which Tamils
are the majorify-ik the central and
Uva provinces’ he said. ‘These areas
can constitute a separate province.
However, I agree these-things should

be discussed at a round-table confer-
ence and sorted out.’

He accused the leader of the Ceylon '
Workers Congress, Saums Moorthy
Thondaman, of ‘exploiting his own
people — he is good at dual acting.’ He
also said that Thondaman had failed
‘to fulfill the aspirations of the Tamils

.of Indian origin.’

The EROS, he said, is cooperating
with Indian peace-keeping forces in
areas ‘where the sufferings of the
Tamil people could be reduced.’ Mem-

-bers of his organisation are active in

rehabilitation and reconstruction.
work, he said, adding:

‘We have a number of farms. At the
moment, we are lying low and work-
ing these farms. But we are definite
that the accord will not work. When
the period of so-called accord imple~
mentation is over, we will rise again.
We have not given up our revolution-
ary ideas. When the time comes, we
will be the flagbearers of the Tamil
people.’
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MADRAS NEWSLETTER:

" TENSIONS AHEAD!

IN TAMIL NADU

Tamil Nadu politics is getting mur-
kier and murkier every day! When
the long-awaited elections do come
around — the furthest could be De-
cember this year or January 1989 —
" they could probably turn out to be the
~most bitterly contested in Tamil
Nadu’s history; and given any spill-
over in likely developments in North-
East Sri Lanka, they could even turn
violent. This is the grim prospect
facing the Rajiv Gandhi government
right now.

While Chief Minister MGR held the
reins of power for over ten years,
whatever the plus or minus points of
his rule, and his failing health not-
withstanding, he cracked the whip
and everyone fell in line — all the men
and the two women in his life. Even
the Congress-I, desperate as it was to
gain power in what it considered the
weakest southern state, chose to go
along with MGR; courting him with
flatttery and an over-manifested con-
cern for his health because he was
considered, and rightly so, the only
counterweight against the return to
power of Delhi’s biggest bugbear —
DMK chief Karunanidhi. With MGR’s
death on December 24 last year, all
power-seekers saw a large vacuum
lying ahead.

The power struggle began with the
two women, both Js, wife Janaki and
political protege Jayalalitha
Jayaram, with strongman
R.M.Veerappan backing the former
and four other heavyweights, ex-
Ministers V.R.Nedunchezhiyan,
S.(Pandurutti) Ramachandran,
S.Thirunavukkarasu, and C.Aranga-
nayagam ranging eventually behind
the latter. During the brief interim
period Nedunchezhiyan who as No.2
in the MGR cabinet staked his person-
al claim to the MGR podium but was
quickly upstaged by Veerappan, and
on 3 January, the then governor
Khurana called upon Janaki
Ramachandran to form the govern-
ment. She was sworn in on the 7th as
Tamil Nadu’s first woman Chief
Minister, and she barely lasted a
month in power, after Tamil Nadu
witnessed the most uproarious scenes
in its State Assembly, with Speaker
Pandiyan making his name as the
world’s most controversial Speaker!
On January 30, the Janaki Ministry
was dismissed, President’s rule im-
posed and Governor Khurana was
himself eased out. The Centre had
taken the first step towards the fulfil-

ment of the Congress-1 ambitions in

the State.

As long as hopes were raised that
the elections would take place before
the 6-month Governor’s rule ending
July 28, individual ambitions within
the Jayalalitha camp became stifled.
No one was prepared to rock the boat
or jeopardise their existing positions.

Once it was known that Governor’s

rule was to be re-imposed for a further
six months, the dam burst. Intrigues
began, and whether the Centre had a
hand in it as was alleged, or not, any
confusion in the Dravida party ranks
was an auspicious event from the
point of view of the Congress—1, back-
ed by a powerful Brahmin lobby. Now,
within seven months of MGR’s exit,
the party that he founded has split for
the second time — a three-way split.

The four men who earlier stood
behind Jayalalitha as against Janaki

now seem to be seeing more virtues in-

the latter! Sacked by Jayalalitha on
August 2, the dissident group of four
have now “expelled” Jayalalitha in
turn! As to whose sacking of whom

matters, is something that has to be

decided in course of time by the rank
and file of the Jayalalitha AIADMK
faction. But it is already evident that
in a society that has been nurtured in
cinema and glamour, popular charis-
ma is what matters, and there is no
plausible alternative to Karunanidhi
except one, and that is Jayalalitha.

The rumblings within the Jayalitha
camp began with the suspicion that
“Pandrutti” Ramachandran who at
one time became conspicuous as
MGR’s chosen spokesman on the Sri
Lankan Tamil question, was holding
secret parleys with New Delhi on a
possible alliance with the Congress-I,
a development which certainly would
have interfered with the comely lady’s
own ambition to step into MGR’S
shoes; but could have brought politic-

Nedunchezhiyan with Thirunavukkarasu (left), S. Remachandran and Aranganayagam

al benefit to the former. The next
issue concerned party funds. Treasur-
er of the party Thirunavukkarasu
who had always stood by Jayalalitha
even during intra-party quarrels dur-
ing MGR’s lifetime was being left out
in the cold. He had a valid grouse.
Party funds, he protested, were being
credited to the personal acccount of
Jayalalitha. While it is a Treasurer
who is usually asked the question,
here was a Treasurer himself asking
for accounts! And 'getting no reply.But
what was most irritating to the four
stalwarts was what they called
Jayalalitha’s “style of functioning”,
and her dependence on an extra-party
coterie of persons headed by ‘family
friends’ —~ the Natarajans. Natarajan
is a public official, the Deputy Direc-
tor of Information in the State gov-
ernment, but apparently enjoying
long leave at present. The latest is
that he has got himself warded for
“ulcers’.

The question now is, will there be
three AIADMKs, each competing
with the other two for MGR’s legacy,
or will the ‘gang of four’ try to team up
with the Janaki faction in a bid to

bring down Jayalalitha? But party
insiders in the Janaki camp say that
while Janaki would like to keep that
option open, Veerappan who has been
her strong prop will have none of it.
Being a radical ‘Dravidian’, he would
rather go over to the DMK than
hobnob with those of dubious Dravi-
dian convictions. It is also no secret
that Congess-I chief Moopanar will be
weighing his own chances as Chief
Minister, and would not mind if it
comes to a crunch seek an alliance
with the Janaki faction if Veerappan
could be eased out! Sivaji Ganeshan,
the dissident Congressman who has
been building a rapport with the
Janaki camp will in that event be left
high and dry. In the highly unprinci-
pled state of politics in Tamil Nadu,
and as the days pass, no one can
predict with certainty, what strange
polarisations would occur!

The DMK is the only party that is
insulated from all these uncertainties,
despite some different shades of opin-
ion, particularly on issues related to
the party stances on the Sri Lankan
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question and the LTTE. For example,
party M.P.Murasoli Maran is not
known to be sympathetic towards the
LTTE, while another M.P., Y.Gopa-
laswami is a fiery protagonist. But as
far as national issues are concerned
there is no doubt whatever that the
DMK is a solid monolithic grouping,
which whether in power or out of
power has a permanent mass base in
the State. ‘

The DMK’s hands have been furth-
er strengthened by a new develop-
ment’ that occurred on August 6.
Seven Indian Opposition parties have
come together to form a National
Front to contest the next Lok Sabha
elections, and the DMK is one of
them. The others are — Janata, Lok
Dal, Congress(S), Telugu Desam,
Assom Gana Parishad and Jan Mor-
cha. They will have a common man-
ifesto and programme and will set up
a Secretariat in Dethi. DMK leader M.
Karunanidhi who was visiting the
Indian capital, New Delhi, after four
years, was very forthright in his
views. He accused the Congress-1 of
misusing the Central Intelligence
agencies including the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) for political
purposes and directly charged the
Rajiv Gandhi administration with re-
sponsibility for the split in the
ATADMK after MGR’s death. He said
the government’s efforts to split the
AJADMK were aimed at weakening
the Jayalalitha faction and make it
submissive to Congress-1.

When asked at the Press Confer-
ence about the issues that would be
placed before the electorate, he said,
‘Sri Lanka will naturally be one of
them’. Asked about the Congress-I
claim that its electoral prospects in
Tamil Nadu were bright, Mr.Karuna-
nidhi sarcastically remarked that
"even during the Allahabad by-
election, Mr.Rajiv Gandhi had been
confident about his party’s victory.
The DMK general council and work-
ing committee would be meeting
shortly to chalk out a programme of
action, a non-violent one he asserted,
to see that elections in Tamil Nadu
are not postponed any further.

As per the constitutional require-
ments, elections to the Tamil Nadu
Assembly will have to be completed
before January 29, 1989 next year,
when the State will complete one year
of President’s rule. There is no provi-
sion for extending the President’s rule
beyond January 29, 1989, unless the

Constitution is amended, but that is-

ruled out since the Congress-I does
not command the two-thirds majority
in the Rajya Sabha now, required for

effecting a constitutional amendment.

The.swoop on the LTTE

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s re-
cent hectic tour of the Thanjavur and
Tiruchi districts in Tamil Nadu vir-
tually represented the inauguration
of the Congress-I election campaign.

Jayalalitha: Wiping a tear or turning a
blind eye?

However much the Congress-I would
like to dodge the Sri Lankan Tamil
question in the election campaign
ahead, the realisation has apparently
come that it is not possible. This
possibly explains why at every other
meeting he addressed he kept on
damning the LTTE, accusing them of
going back on their word, even men-
tioning ‘Kittu’ by name: and the up-
shot of the Prime Minister’s visit was
that at midnight August 7, Police
swooped on the LTTE’s political
offices at Indira Nagar and Padma-
nabha Nagar, took all inmates into
custody, took away documents and
sealed the offices. Kittu who had
always remained at Thiruvanmayur
under house arrest was spared, but
the security around him was streng-

thened. The next day and night,

. Police went on a manhunt, taking in

not only suspected LTTE cadres and
sympathisers but even youths sus-
pected to belong to other groups,
drop-outs and whoever happened to
be available. Hundreds of them are
now lodged in bug-infested cells at
Madras Central Jail.

Meanwhile, an emergency meeting
of the administrative committee of
the DMK has been convened for Au-
gust 13, and although no agenda has
been fixed, it seems certain that the
swoop on the LTTE will figure. In a
strongly-worded statement on August
9, Mr.Karunanidhi condemned the
arrests of more than 150 LTTE men
“evidently as a follow-up to Prime
Minister Rajiv Ghandi’s statements
on LTTE during his recent visit to
Tamil Nadu”. While he was not
against action to crack down on
crimes, such large-scale arrests, he
felt, were designed to cast a slur on
the LTTE cadres. He demanded the
immediate release of the arrested:
persons.

All indications are that the coming
months will witness a tension-ridden
atmosphere in Tamil Nadu. Opposi- -
tion parties which have joined forces
in the National Front see in the
mishandling of the Sri Lankan Tamil
question an easy opportunity to dis-
credit the Rajiv Gandhi administra-
tion. September 16 has been fixed as
the day for the formal launching of
the Opposition National Front in

-Madras. The political fall-out — there

is no reason to doubt it — will be to the
DMK’s advantage, and any over-
reaction by the Government could
heighten the tensions in the State.

Highest damages ever
awarded to Mrs.B

The former Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter Mrs.Sirimavo Bandaranaike has
won a defamation suit against a
State-owned daily and been awarded
the highest damages ever allowed by
a Sri Lankan court. The Colombo
District Judge, Mr.M.B.Moraes on
August 1 ordered the Sinhalese
“Dinamina” newspaper to pay Rs.1.4
millions as compensation to Mrs. Ban-
daranaike.

The newspaper, in a report pub-
lished in January 1985, quoted the
National Security Minister Mr.Lalith
Athulathmudali as alleging in Parlia-
ment that Mrs.Bandaranaike had
made a “traitorous speech insulting
the armed forces”. The Judge held
that although Mr.Althulathmudali
was covered by Parliamentary pri-
vileges, the newspaper did not enjoy
such freedom. The owners of the
newpaper, the Associated Newpapers
of Ceylon Ltd., which is fully Govern-
ment-owned, said they will appeal
against the judgement.

Engineers Seek
Parity with Doctors

Engineers in the service of the
government of Sri Lanka are deman-
ding salaries and other perks similar
to those enjoyed by medical doctors.

The engineers claim that there are
wide disparities between the salaries
paid to them and those paid to the
doctors. Similar to the perks enjoyed
by doctors, the engineers want duty
free imported cars, a specialisation
allowance, a 50 acre plot of land for a
professional housing complex in Kotte
to be built as a model town with shops
and other facilities and loans for
houses.

REFUGEE RETURN

299 Sri Lankan Tamil refugee fami-
lies arrived at Kankesanturai from
India on August 6. They were re-
ceived under arrangements made by
the IPKF. Another batch of 127 fami-
lies consisting of 553 members had
arrived at Talaimannar three days
earlier, according to a IPKF press
release.
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Limited Opt

by Kendall Hopman

Almost 20 years ago, a group of
German tourists visiting Yala saw a
disturbing sight on the beach at
Kirinde. They saw a group of youth at
target practice. Their manoeuvres
were so perturbing that the tourists
reported what they had seen to the
government.

Around the same time, a group of
UNPers sought an appointment with
the Governor General William Gopal-
lawa to voice fears about a new group
they had heard of. This group, calling
itselt the Janata Vimukthi Peramu-
. na. intended disrupting the general
elections of 1970, the UNPers feared.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party, in
the opposition at that time, saw the
developments as an attempt by the
UNP to postpone general elections.
About a year and a half later, the
SLFP government was ordering its
security forces and police to wipe out
the JVP at any cost.

Today the country’s troops and the
so-called People’s Liberation Front
are still locked in battle. Both have
come a long way. The troops have
refined their anti-guerrilla arsenal,
and the JVP has learnt many lessons
from its abortive insurrection of 1971,
But little else has changed.

Ask a government politician today
how he intends solving the problem of
southern terrorism and he will shrug.
‘What would you suggest?” will be his
most likely reply. He may also add
‘We have done what we could. It is up
to them (the JVP) to respond.’

Go to an opposition politician and
the stock answer will be ‘The govern-
ment is not serious about solving the
problem. They must talk to the JVP.

The country’s options, it would
appear, arc limited. But so are those
of the JVP.

If the JVP saw its performance at
the Presidential elections of 1982 as
justification of its status as a political
party, it must know today that it has
lost most of its electoral support. Even
if its leaders find the courage to come
out of hiding, its chances of winning
an election are remote.

So the JVP has to depend on the
bullet to attain its objectives. And the
government has to reply in kind.

The country’s options, it would
appear, are limited. How many more
July twenty nineths will it have to
observe?

That leaves Sri Lanka with a not
too pleasant spectre. How many July
twenty nineths will it have to observe
as it did recently?

July 29 had an important lesson for
Sri Lanka. The people of this country

outh

will have to be far more intelligent if
they are to live with the Janata
Vimukthi Peramuna.

They will have to see the Peramuna
and its fighting arm the Deshapremi
Janatha Vyaparaya for what they
are.

A group of revolutionaries, who are
rapidly passing the point of no return.
A group whose arsenal has more

Troops in Matara: The military option

psychological weapons than even
guns and bullets.

They will have to realise that it will
be their own individual reactions and
decisions which will prove or disprove
the effectiveness of the psy-war of the
JVP. That the JVP does not, at
present, have the capacity to enforce
its decrees on a countrywide scale and
that the JVP objective is a passive
public reaction because this will fuel
the fear psychosis on which the pera-
muna thrives.

But that is not a solution to the
problem. The violence is not going to
fizzle out suddenly. It will have to be
either stamped out, or remedied poli-
tically.

Government is trying — somewhat
unsuccessfully at the moment — to do
the former. The latter, it seems, is not
a realistic option. There are many
people, the SLFP and sections of the
JVP included, who seem to think a
general election will solve the prob-
lem. But they are presuming that the
UNP will be defeated.

If it is, the SLFP will inherit the

ions on

problem. But the UNP obviously does
not want to lose. It will fight hard to
win and perhaps succeed. This is not
likely to change the JVP’s stance and
the violence will continue.

So it is in the interests of the UNP
to find a solution to the problem. Yet
the political initiatives are at a stand-
still. Government appears to be de-
pending on a military solution to the
problem of the JVP, and a long-term
political solution to the problems of
the South.

The JVP seems set to escalate vio-
lence in the South and several other

parts of the country. The massacre of
five members of DIG (South) Pre-
madasa Udugampola’s family was a
frightening omen. The war will get
dirtier. The security forces could be
provoked to react with equal ferocity.

“What is needed is a military solu-
tion on one hand, and a long term
political revolution on the other.”

Since it proscribed the JVP in 1983,
the only positive political intiative the
government has taken was the lifting
of the proscription in May this year.
Since then, the government has repe-
atedly invited the JVP for talks.

The JVP has not responded posi-
tively at all, except to issue a long list
of demands. The demands were made
shortly after the notorious K.C. Sena-
nayake hoax, but they implied that
the JVP was willing to give up vio-
lence if they were met. But some of
the demands were obviously un-
realistic.

It is equally unrealistic to expect
Rohana Wijeweera and his colleagues
to surface and take their chances with
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the families of all their victims. The
JVP leader now finds himself in the
same predicament that Velupillai
Prabakaran, the Tiger leader finds
himself. There will always be someone
somewhere who wants them dead.
The impasse leaves many questions
unanswered. Has the government
done everything possible it could to
solve the problem? Was lifting the
proscription the best it could do to
convince the JVP to give up violence?

Has the government made any
efforts to initiate talks with the JVP
leadership? Has it studied the JVP
demands with a view to granting at
least some of them?

Is the government serious about its
invitation to the JVP to come forward
and negotiate? Do the JVP leaders
have reasonable grounds to fear pro-
secution if they do? If so, can the
government remedy the problem?

A cohesive imaginative plan to solve
the problem does not seem to be
available. There isn’t an accord in
sight.

And most important, is the govern-
]- ment continuously rev1ewmg its op-
tions on the South or is playing things
by ear?

The answers differ from one

Cabinet minister to another. Here are
the views of two senior ministers who
for obvious reasons cannot be identi-
fied:
(1) “The problem of the JVP has to be
solved by the security forces and the
police. And it is possible. What we
have to do is to remove the leadership
and the hardcore cadres of the JVP.
The rest of the hangers on will find an
alternate stream to pursue their poli-
tics. For this, the security forces have
to cooperate with the politicians. They
do not have to undertake a ‘hearts
and minds operation’. The people are
already there, and they are with us.
We are confident that if we have a
general election, 85 per cent will vote,
and at least 35-40 per cent of the
people will vote with us. Of the rest 10
per cent or so will vote accordingly to
the situation at that time. We can
win, or if we don’t we will still be an
important factor. What is needed is a
military solution on the one hand, as a
temporary solution, and a long term
programme to resolve the problems of
the southern people through our eco-
nomic policies.

‘The problem is that the JVP is not
being tackled properly by the security
forces. We do not have the intelli-
gence we need. The security forces are
not really treating this as a crisis. For
their own purposes, they are letting
the problem continue, and trying to
blame the politicians.

e

‘What must be understood is that °

the JVP problem is part of the revolu-
tionary upheaval we have to undergo.

It would have come up anyway. The

JVP was looking for issues to pin their
b

revolution on, and the Indo-Lanka
accord, and general elections gave
them the opportunity. If these two
issues had not been available, they
would have found some others. Their
ultimate objective is to form their own
government. They do not have a
chance of doing this democratically.
So they have to do it militarily. That
too is doomed to failure.

‘I cannot foresee the SLFP solving
the problem by giving the JVP a
coalition. How can the economic poli-
cies of the SLFP be reconciled with
those of the JVP. Such an alliance will
not last. There may be peace for six
months but then the problems will
continue.

‘It is futile to hope for a politically
negotiated settlement to the problem.
The JVP knows that the government
cannot give in to all its demands.
Even if it did, and the JVP entered

the mainstream of politics, it would

have to depend on the vote of the
people, which it won’t get.

‘The only political point the JVP
has made is in the third lecture, way
back in 1968 when the movement was
born. It dealt with Indian expansion-
ism, and appeared to foresee today’s
situation. The JVP will be on a strong
wicket if it were to score political
points on this.

‘On the military side, what we need
is somebody with imagination. Some-
one who can do something beyond the
routine military operations. That is

why we wanted Colonel Lakshman |

Algama to coordinate the South.

‘Make no mistake, the JVP does not
have the public support. Issues like
the Indo-Lanka accord don’t matter so
much to the people in the South.
What they are more concerned about
are problems like unemployment,
which have to be addressed by the
government. And unlike the Tigers in
the North and East, the JVP cannot
harness public support by claiming to
fight for the people, because most of
the people do not sympathise with the
JVP’s policies.

‘From the government point of
view, what more can it do? We cannot
expect the JVP to have a change of
heart and come forward for talks. But
as far as Wijeweera is concerned, he
has nothing to fear from the govern-
ment because he cannot be indicted
for any particular crime. And Presi-
dent Jayewardene has assured that
he would grant an amnesty to all JVP
cadres if they gave up violence.’

(2) ‘Of course the government is
constantly reviewing its options on
the southern problem. But what can
we do? Nowhere in the world have
such problems been solved overnight.
The government has kept its promise.
It lifted the proscription on the JVP
and did not reimpose it even though
the JVP continued with its acts of
barbarism. We feel we have done our
part. The onus is on the JVP to come

forward. Either that, or the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party must get involved and
play the role of midwife.

“A large section in the government
subscribe to the view that the JVP is
not responsible for all the violence
that is taking place, and that the
SLFP is also involved to some degree.
The SLFP does not seem to realise it
is playing with fire. The JVP is
blamed for everything that happens
and the SLFP takes the credit. We
feel the SLFP should persuade the
JVP to give up violence.

Wijeweera and Prabhakaran are in
the same predicament. There will
always be someone somewhere who
wants them dead.

‘But how can the JVP leaders come
out of hiding after all the murders
they have been responsible for? They
fear the revenge of the families of
their victims. The government does
not need to campaign against the
JVP. They will be beaten before they
start. Rohana Wijeweera who got just
200,000 votes at the Presidential elec-
tions in 1982 knows he does not have
a prayer now.

‘Ultimately the solution to the prob-
lem is a long-term one. One of the
most crucial issues that will have to
be resolved is the problem in the
universities. Even though the system
of admission has been structured to
help students from the under pri-
vileged areas, they cannot compete

~with the urban-based students. They

have problems with the English lan-
guage requirement for jobs. There are

“many deep-rooted problems that nur-

ture frustration among the southern
youth. Until these problems are syste-
matically remedied, the problém of
unrest will not be solved.

‘Wijeweera may want some guaran-
tees from the government regarding
his personal safety and that of his
colleagues if he is to come forward
and join in talks with the gowsh-
ment. If that is the case what is
stopping him from making contact
with the government through an in-
termediary? The JVP must respond to
the government’s intiatives — lifting
the proscription and inviting it for
talks — if the problem is to be tackled.
But it has not. Who knows who is
printing all the leaflets and posters
that come up?

A cohesive, imaginative plan- to
solve the problem of southern terror-
ism does not appear to be available. -
There isn't an accord in sight. The
southern problem is here to stay. We
will have to learn to live with it.

And, as of now, decide on what our
own individual reaction to the prob-
lem is to be. That decision taken
collectively may well shape our des-
tiny and our immediate future.

By courtesy of the Sunday Times, 31
July 1988
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It’s evening in Lanka

It is with states as it is with indi-
viduals: one goes through convulsions
of birth, is pampered in infancy, en-
joys childhood and is mischievous in
adolescence. One of them grows up.
As it is with individuals, it is also with
states: there are those who will not
follow the usual pattern, who refuse
to grow up and conform. The similar-
ity continues: some rebels, due pre-
cisely to their operating outside the
rules, chart new paths and become
examples to the rest: others become
outcast, a blight.

It looked as if Sri Lanka was on the
way to ending its adolescence on July
29th, 1989. The ‘Indo-Sri Lanka
agreement to establish peace and nor-
malcy in Sri Lanka’ (implying, there-
by, that there wasn’t peace or normal-
cy in the country before) had a fun-
damentally important statement at
the beginning. ‘Acknowledging that
Sri Lanka is a multi-ethnic and multi-
lingual plural society consisting, inter
alia, of Singhalese, Tamils, Muslims
(Moors) and Burghers,” That avowal
was thirty nine years, five months
and twenty four days late. It should
have been — should have always been
'— in the Constitution. Still, that is a
part of growing up.

Air drop

One year later, it is clear that the
accord has so far failed: though not for
the glib reason often given in the
south, that India has not fulfilled its
obligations. It’s not only India that is
to blame here. But before we get
there, we must find out why there
was an agreement in the first place.

The great myth about the accord is
that it was imposed on this ccuntry as
part of the devious Indian conspiracy
to dismember it. The first part of that
statement is correct. However, Rajiv
Gandhi’s government never had a
serious intention to divide this coun-
try. The objective of Indian regional
policy has been to bring the entirety
of South Asia within the sphere of its
influence. (Another instance of which
was to be seen in Mr Gandhi averring
recently that he would not like to see
an Islamic fundamentalist govern-

ment in Afghanistan — as if it was any-

of his business.) You can’t have the
whole of Sri Lanka ‘responsive to
India’s political and security concerns’
and be plotting at the same time to
cut it in half.

No, there was an accord because
India’s ‘concerns’ could only be met by
ethnic peace, political stability and
national unity in Sri Lanka. It was

imposed because the Sinhalese and
Tamils had demonstrated, especially
the former, that they were not con-
sidering the option of living harmo-
niously and equitably together in one
country.

The common Sinhala assumption is
that the June 4th air-drop prevented
what would have been a famous vic-
tory against the Tamils, or their fight-
ers, the Tigers. Nothing could be
further from the truth. At that point
of time, India was training repre-
sentatives of all the militant groups
(except PLOT) in the handling of
anti-aircraft guns and missiles. They

always had the option of giving the

groups these weapons and so signifi-
cantly altering the military balance,
as the United States did in Afghanis-
tan after supplying Stinger missiles to
the Mujahideen.

No final victory

Even if this did not happen, there
would be no final victory. Some of the
troops used at Vadamaradchchi were
fresh from training, and even then
the Sri Lankan Army did not have
adequate personnel for a totally suc-
cessful operation. There were not
enough men to cover the eastern coast
of Vadamaradchchi, from where the
bulk of the guerrillas exfiltrated back
into the heart of the Jaffna peninsula.
And even if the next two phases of
‘Operation Liberation’ were com-
pleted, and Jaffna taken - and re-
member that the IPKP used twice the
number of troops that the SLA did
and had more than four times the
casualties in fighting in a heavily
built-up area — the Tiger guerrillas
would again have escaped into Vavu-
niya and Mullaitivu, to fight another
day. As they did with the Indians.

There cannot be a solely military
solution to an essentially political
problem. That is why India, after
inflicting a crushing blow to the Ti-
gers, decided to open negotiations.
This was based on the fact, obvious to
many, that there cannot be perma-
nent peace in the Tamil areas without
the co-operation of the LTTE. At best,
the guerrillas could be militarily mar-
ginalised, which means they will be
around as a political nuisance. But
more of that later.

It is important to look at the mis-
takes made on the Sri Lankan side in
the past year, most of which go
against the spirit of the accord, rather
than its letter. With regard to devolu-
tion, the powers finally granted to the
Provincial councils were objected to as
inadequate even by the moderates in

the TULF. Fresh Sinhala colonisation
of the Eastern province continued
after the accord. For instance, 8,000
new acres were opened in Weli Oya
and people sent there. (This is where
the latest Tiger massacre took place
this week.) Sinhala refugees from the
east have been largely resettled with
a grant of Rs 25,000 per family. No
serious rehabilitation efforts have
been made for the Tamils, though it is
possible in many areas.

No Trust

Apart from this, there has been
failure to stick to certain definite
aspects of the accord. Still, many
members of non-Tiger groups are in
custody for no good reason, though an
amnesty and release was promised.
The groups themselves have handed
over weapons and accepted the
accord. Though the accord promises
special rehabilitation efforts for them,
nothing has been done for those re-
leased. They were not even issued
with identity cards — thus making a
return to and life in their homes, a
hazardous process. And we had the
famous incident where seventeen Ti-
gers were caught at sea and were to
be brought down to Colombo on the
grounds that some of them had com-
mitted terrorist crimes outside the
North and East. The accord, of course,
makes no mention of this, it states
that a general amnesty will be
granted, with no geographic area
mentioned. (As a matter of record,
these guerrillas had only three
machine-guns and some ammunition,
they were bringing back documents,
not arms, from Madras.)

It was with all this in the back of his
mind that Sathisawam Krishnaku-
mar, in Madras in April, explained
why the LTTE was not considering
direct negotiations with the Sri Lanka
government.‘What have they done’ he
asked, ‘To make us trust them? Ev-
erything they have done since the
accord makes us think that they don’t
want to treat us as equal.’ In response
to this, an important Minister asked
whether mistakes could be publicly
admitted on this side and a fresh
beginning sought thereafter, said:
‘How can we do it’.

The accord was also meant to bring
an attitudinal change outside the
north and east. If it failed to do so, it
had to fail in its larger purpose. And
this has been as much a contributor to
its failure as has been LTTE intransi-
gence, fundamentalism and power-
hunger, as has been the Indian inabil-
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JANAKP'S RETURN

The AIADMK leader and Chief
Minister for a time, Mrs.Janaki
Ramachandran returned to Madras
on August 5, from New York where
she had gone for a medical check-up.
She was received at the airport by &
large gathering of partymen, inciud-
mer Ministers and Speaker
Mr.P.H.Pandisn. : ' .

MADURAI BANK
ROBBED

bed of Rs.62 lakhs on Saturday Au-
gust 6, in what was described as a

" “daring but smooth operation”. In

what appeared to be a thoroughly
professional job, the culprits were able

without causing any physical vio-
lence. The Police ruled out the possi-
bility of the involvement of any Sri
Lanksn militants or their supporters.
The gang members, including a
woman, conversed among themselves
in Tamil and the leader spoke with a

‘accent, according to a news-
paper rep
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‘BASIS OF ACCORD IS WRONG’

The President of the Ceylon Workers
Congress and Minister of Rural In-
dustries, Mr. S. Thondaman in a
statement issued on the anniversary
of the Indo Sri Lanka Accord said that
India had acted in good faith in enter-
ing into the agreement with Sri
Lanka. Though the IPKF actions had
caused much hardship, one could not
deny that the Tamil people wanted
the Indian army to enter Sri Lanka.
But the main reason for the lack of
success of the agreement was its
wrong basis, he added.

The following is the full text of Mr.
Thondaman’s statement:

‘The Indo-Lanka Peace Accord
came into existence because India
wanted a peaceful solution to the
Tamil demand for a separate
state. Though India did not en-
dorse the Tamil claim, it did recog-
nise the fact that the Tamils were
fighting for their legitimate rights.
One cannot I think, doubt India’s
good intentions in conceiving the
Accord and entering the island
with substantial arms in the form
of a Peace-Keeping Force.

‘After India moved in, however,
it found that it did not possess the
resources to implement the
Accord. And since it had signed

an agreement with the Sri Lankan
Government, it was anxious to
honour the terms, and conse-
quently began to resort to military
measures.

‘The main reason for this turn of
events was the basis of the
Accord. Rather than having the
two principal protagonists sign
the Agreement-that is, the Sri
Lankan Government and the
Tamils-with India underwriting
it, the Accord was signed by the
two governments, without involv-
ing the Tamils directly in the pro-
cess.

‘Though Indiz negotiated with
good faith in the interests of the
Tamils, as it has demonstrated by
its subsequent actions, India did
not really understand the aspira-
tions of the Tamil people. It felt
that a minimun degree of devolu-
tion under the Accord would satis-
fy the Tamil people. But it did not.
The Tamil demands at present
centre on a merged North and
East, substantial devolution of
power and a halt to Sinhala settle-
ments in the Eastern Province.
The crux of the matter is that if the
Tamils and the Government had

been the main negotiators and
India only a guarantor, this prob-
lem would not have arisen. India
did not understand the true
aspirations of the Tamils and
found that it had to use the IPKF
against the very people whose in-
terests it came to protect.

‘Though the IPKF actions have
caused much hardship to the
Tamil public, one cannot deny the
fact that the Tamils, too wanted
the Indian Army to enter Sri
Lanka. The IPKF is here to fulfil a
specific task ~ the implementation
of the Accord.

‘And since they have been called
in by the Sri Lankan Head of
State, who feels that is the best
thing, there is nothing that can be
done about it. The best solution to
this problem would be for India to
recognise and acknowledge the
aspirations of the Tamil people,
and draw up a satisfactory formu-
la which would meet the just de-
mands of the Tamils, This will lead
to the gradual cessation of hostili-
ties after which the IKPF will not
have need to resort to militarism
to control the Tamil people.’

‘LEFT INDIA IN FEAR OF HIS LIFFE’

By M.R. NARAYAN SWAMY

The LTTE leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran says in a new biography
of him that he left India for Sri Lanka
in January 1987 because he feared for
his life.

Prabhakaran, 34, is quoted as
saying that plans had been made to
have him killed in New Delhi or
Madras on the pretext of engaging
him in talks.

The revelation forms part of a book
on the leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam by P. Nedumaran,
who heads the Tamil Nadu Kamaraj
Congress Party and is a close associ-
ate of the guerilla leader.

‘The danger will continue as long as
I am here. Our struggle will intensify
further if I return to Eelam. So I am
going there.” Prabhakaran reportedly
told Nedumaran before leaving Tamil
Nadu in the first week of January.

Until He Crosses Sea

‘The danger will remain only till I
cross the sea. After that, no one can
do anything’ he added.

Reports in the press had then said
that Prabhakaran was shifting to the
Tiger stronghold of the Jaffna Penin-
sula to clip the wings of his deputy,
Sathasivan Krishnakumar alias Kit-
tu, who was said to be emerging as a
threat to his boss.

The 104-page book in Tamil, pub-
lished last month, does not say when

or how Prabhakaran learned about
the murder plots or whether attempts
were actually made on his life.

But Nedumaran, who has known
Prabhakaran for years, says, ‘Having
said all this, Thambi (younger
brother) showed me documentary
proof for all this. I was furious but not
surprised.’

The book is reportedly the first
biographical sketch of Prabhakaran
and is based on conversations with
Tiger leaders, some of whom now
dead. Nedumaran had written
another book two years ago on his
clandestine visit to the Tamil areas of
Sri Lanka in 1985.

Prabhakaran is quoted as saying
that the Indian government gave spe-
cial training to members of the Eelam
People’s Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLF) and the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organisation (TELO) to
murder him in India. The two groups
were also given huge quantities of
modern weapons by New Delhi, he
added.

Sees Plot by RAW

Nedumaran says the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) , India’s exter-
nal intelligence agency , was behind
attempts to assassinate Prabhakaran
with the help of rival groups. The
author also blamed RAW for strain-
ing the relations between the LTTE
and New Delhi.

says LTTE leader.

Prabhakaran says Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi became angry with him
after he refused to accept a negotiated
settlement to the ethnic conflict dur-
ing the November 1986 summit of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) at Bangalore.

Prabhakaran was flown from Mad-
ras to Bangalore then amid reports
that he was to meet Sri Lankan
President Junius Jayewardene for an
agreement to end the campaign for
Eelam. The meeting never took place.

Nedumaran quotes Prabhakaran
as saying that the LTTE attacked the
TELO in May 1986 after learning
that RAW had made plans to have the
LTTE wiped out. ‘If we had not taken
action, TELO would have tried to
destroy us’ he said.

The LTTE-TELO clashes, the first
major intercene war in Sri Lanka, led
to the death of at least 150 TELO
cadres and its leader Sri Sabaratnam
and effectively destroyed the latter in
Jaffna Peninsula.

Other Excerpts

The book also says that:

@ Prabhakaran’s daughter, Dwarka,
died for lack of medical treatment
after the Indian military offensive in
Octcber 1987.

® Prabhakaran did not tell his pa-
rents about his marriage (in 1985)
and they came to know about it only
after he had a son, named Charles.
@ In 1987, after Sri Lanka launched

Continued on Page 19
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READERS’ FORUM -

ABDUCTION OF KANTHASAMY

I write with a sense of outrage, dis-
may and anger at the abduction and
possible murder of K. Kanthasamy,
the former Director of the Tamil In-
formation Centre in London and the
Central British Fund for Tamil Re-
fugee Rehabilitation (CBFTRR). He
was kidnapped by a group of Tamil
men (let us stop this nonsense of
calling them ‘boys’) from his Jaffna
residence on Sunday 19 June 1988
and has not been seen since. Although
there is a remote possibility that he is
still alive, the probability is that he
has been ‘eliminated’.

No group has had the courage to
admit to this dastardly c¢rime. But
disturbing events that occured prior
to his kidnapping concern the Tamil
militant group, Eelam Revolutionary
Organisation (EROS). Kanthasamy,
who kept a careful diary which is now
in the possession of his friends in
London had documented a number of
meetings he had with some members
of this organisation at their own de-
mand during which he had been
threatened that unless he stopped his
rehabilitation work and fell in line
with the policy of EROS, he would be
‘dealth with’. He was sulfficiently con-
cerned about these threats that he
even made contact with the EROS
high command in London (which I
confirmed with an EROS spokesman
subsequent to the kidnapping) asking
that he be allowed to carry on with his
rehabilitation work with safety. The
same spokesman did not disguise his
displeasure about Kanthasamy’s acti-
vities, but denied that EROS had had
a hand in the abduction and attemp-
ted rather unconvincingly to incri-
minate a small unknown group of
Tamil militants. On July 2 EROS
belatedly released a statement de-
nying responsibility and threatening
dire consequences upon those who
pointed an accusing finger at them. 1
also have information from reliable
sources in Sri Lanka that there were
eye-winesses to Kanthasamy’s abduc-
tion. Since then, these witnesses have
melted away possibly fearing ‘con-
sequences’.

If EROS and other Tamil militant
groups which are endeavouring to
establish themselves as leaders of the
Tamil people are not to go the same
way as the much despised ‘Tristar’
and other quisling groups, they have
an obligation to get at those criminals
who committed the abduction, and
make an honest effort to find and get
Kanthasamy released. No such effort
has been made.

What crime did Kanthasamy com-
mit to deserve abduction and possible

assassination ?. His only crime was
that he was determined to continue

his work of rehabilitation and recon--

struction of the devastated lives of the
Tamil civilian population in Jaffna

and Trincomalee. He started this
work in Sri Lanka while still in
London. For obvious reasons, he had
to rely on people in Jaffna and other
parts of the North and East to carry
out the programme. After the signing
of the Peace Accord, Kanthasamy left

London in January 1988 to return to’

Sri Lanka to continue the rehabilita-
tion work. Some in Jaffna did not like
his closer supervision and joined
forces with a group of Tamil militants,
allegedly EROS who thought that all
rehabilitation schemes should, for
some unknown reason, come under
their purview. When Kanthasamy
stood firm and stated that he had a
mandate from a large number of
NGOs such as church groups, human
rights groups and several others to do
this work, he was warned twice and
then dealth with. At the time of his

- abduction, he was setting up a consor-

tium of NGOs to undertake refugee
rehabilitation programmes in the de-
vastated Tamil areas of Sri Lanka.

Kanthasamy, an advocate by pro-
fession, was a committed human
rights and rehabilitation social work-
er with a distinguished record of
achievements over some 25 years. He
was a quiet, unassuming man with
unlimited energy who worked for no
reward, financial or otherwise-truly a
rare human being. After years of
work in his native Jaffna he earned
the displeasure of the Sri Lankan
government and in the interests of
safety, arrived in London. Working in
his attic-like office in a derelict build-
ing in Clapham, London he was a
founder member of the Tamil Refugee
Rehabilitation Organisation (TRRO,
1977), the Director of the Central
British Fund for Tamil Refugees Re-
habilitation (CBFTRR, London 1980)
and the Tamil Information Centre
(TIC London, Madras and Madurai
1984). He was a prime mover in
setting up the Theepam Research
Institute (Jaffa 1980), and the move-
ment for integration of Refugees and
Repatriates (MIRT. Madurai 1984).

I first met Kanthasamy in London
at the TIC some yers ago while I was
on a mission to solicit support for the
commendable struggle of the Tamil
people. His help was invaluable. He
arranged for me to meet with Lord
Avebury, Chairman of the Human
Rights group of the British Parlia-
ment, Dame dJudith Hart MP.PC
another distinguished human rights

activist, British media personnel,
senior members of the British Foreign
Office, and several others. I found
Kanthasamy a truly remarkable
man. Quiet-spoken, self-effacing
almost to a fault and totally averse to
publicity or position, he functioned at
the TIC as Director, clerk, office boy
and kitchen hand. With tireless ener-
gy, wearing an old worn-out pair of
tennis shoes, he would trek across
London unobstrusively arranging in-
terviews with some of the most inac-
cessible men in London. There are
many other things Kanthasamy has
done for me and others which I do not
want to detail since, if he is alive, he
would shun the publicity.

If Kanthasamy has been murdered
the damage done would be far more
than the loss of a fine man. Serious
damage will be done to the rehabilita-
tion programme and hence to the
devastated Tamil civilian -population
about whom no one, including their
supposed ‘liberators’, seem to care.
Serious damage will be done to the
entire militant movement because of

.the barbaric behaviour of a handful of

hoodlums-terrorists in the true sense
of the word. Damage will be done to
the liberation struggle of the Tamil
people. What goes on today is what
will go on in Eelam, if and when it is
obtained. If an AK47 rifle is how
differing approaches to a problem are
settled, the question must be asked
whether the terrorists in Eelam will
be any better than the terrorists of
the Sinhala regime in Colombo or the
terrorism of the Indian Peace-
Keeping force.

The greatest damage that could be
done by Kanthasamy’s death is to the
thousands of hopeless Tamil refugees-
the victims of this senseless war.
Kanthasamy, for very good reasons,
had the unqualified support of an
array of organisations who were pre-
pared to pour vast sums of money into
the rehabilitation effort. It would be
unrealistically naive to expect them to
make these funds available to a band
of brigands, whatever title they
choose to style themselves. The
money simply will not be available
until an acceptable replacement is
found. In the light of Kanthasamy’s
fate, few will be prepared to offer
themselves for a mission that might
result in a similar fate. ,

Revenge was not in Kanthasamy’s
vocabulary but at the same time, his -
abduction and possible death must
not be allowed to be lost in the sea of
destruction that has befallen the
Tamil people. Kanthasamy was a
man of action, as his achievements
amply demonstrate. Some positive
effect or even a change in the insanity
that currently prevails in Sri Lanka
must be generated by his abduction
and possible death. The least his
numerous friends and admirers both
in London and Sri Lanka can do is to
organise a world-wide protest and see
that a sense of outrage is conveyed to
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those in Jaffna who are responsible
for this heinous crime. It might save
the lives of other prominent civilians
who would be on the hit-list of one or
other of these groups of maniacs. If by
Kanthasamy’s ordeal he saves other
lives, his agony and possible death
would not have been in vain.

The Tamil people of the North and
East of Sri Lanka in whose service
Kanthasamy paid this terrible price,
have a responsibility. Whatever the
threats (these have already been
issued by those responsible), people
must register their disapproval of
what has happened. However difficult
this may be under the tyrannical
conditions in which they live, their
very future, their existence and their
safety might well depend on a effec-
tive protest being registerednow. A
lack of protest will encourage those
terrorists and murdereers to repeat
their cowerdly act. It is worth re-
membering that no militant move-
ment, however powerful, will survive
if it does not have grass roots support.
If this support is withdrawn, neither
an AK47 nor a T56 rifle will save
those who carry them.

The Sri Lankan government and
the Indian Peace Keeping Force must
carry some responsibility for the cur-
rent spate of insane killings. Recently
the saintly Rev. Fr. Chandra Fernan-
do was gunned down in his church,
allegedly by a senior member of
PLOTE, who did not take kindly to
Rev. Fernando’s objection regarding
the siting of an office!. Now another
social worker has disappeared. These
crimes are far less likely to occur if
Amnesty International, International
Red Cross and independent observers
are allowed into the Tamil areas. If
the government of the country and
the self-appointed peace-keepers can-
not keep peace or maintain law and
order, the least they can do is to allow
unrestricted access to those who can

" monitor what goes on in the Tamil
areas. If Kanthasamy’s ordeal results
in a massive international protest and
pressure the Indian and Sri Lankan
governments to admit international-
ly-respected human rights organisa-
tions into Sri Lanka, Kanthasamy, a
dedicated human rights worker,
would not have lost his life in vain.
The ‘Save Kanthasamy Appeal’
signed by some 30 international orga-
nisations stated, ‘we cannot forget the
fact -that no individual has given so
much to the promotion of human
rights in general and in particular to
the alleviation of the sufferings of the
Tamil community for the past 11
years’. If by some chance, however
remote, he is still alive, may I appeal
to those who are holding him to
release him forthwith. He has had
serious heart surgery and will not
stand much physical or mental strain.
If he has been killed, may the soul of
this great man rest in peace.

Queensland Dr. Brian Senewiratne

Australia

INDIA AS
PEACE MAKER

India as the peace maker between the
Sri Lanka Tamils and the Sri Lanka
Government has undertaken a
tremendous and delicate responsibil-
ity. It is currently engaged in negotia-
tions with the LTTE; the most formid-
able militant group in order to per-
suade it to accept and help in the
implementation of the India-Sri
Lanka peace accord. Any peace to be
enduring and binding should be based
on justice and truth.

Since the Sri Lankan Government

has now no direct dealings with the -

LTTE and the TULF, the Govern-
ment of India and the Tamil Nadu
political parties sympathising with
the sad predicament of the Lankan
Tamils should address their minds in
a spirit of true altruism and human-
ism to the follewing points.

(1) To bring about peace and har-
mony among all the militant groups
and the TULF. All the militant
groups willy-nilly took up arms to
safeguard the Tamils’ interests and in
the process they all suffered immense-
ly. LTTE’s bete noire is the TULF and
notably its Secretary General Mr. A,
Amithalingam. This attitude of LTTE
is not at all good and not in the
interests of the unity of the Tamils.

TULF has many mature and sea- -

soned politicians whose services are
indispensable to the LTTE and others.
Therefore they should patch up differ-
ences with the TULF for the unity of
the Tamils.

(11) There should be once and for all
an end to all internecine feuds and
fratricidal killings among rival
groups.

(111) All parties and groups opting
to join the mainstréam of political and
democratic life should be allowed to
participate without fear psychosis in
free and fair elections to one Provin-
cial Council for the North and East
where the Tamils have traditionally
lived for centuries. Ultimately it is the
Tamils who should choose their repre-
sentatives without fear of the bullet.

(iv) The Tamils should infuse confi-
-dence in the Muslims of the North and
Fast by their conciliatory conduct.
The Tamils and Muslims have lived in
cordial relations for centuries.Two
Muslim Members of Parliament from
the East were once Federal members:
The Tamils should also live in amity
with the Sinhalese.

(v) Before India withdraws its help-
ing hand it should firmly establish
peace in the North and East without
the possibility of recrudescence of
violence. Under the peace pact India
will remain its under-writer and not
its undertaker.

Dr. K. Subramaniam,
Colombo.

§

KANTHASAMY
APPEAL

Kindly include my name also in the
appeal to save Mr. K. Kanth-
asamy. Before he went back to
Eelam, he was with me in Uppsala
and we became good friends.

Peter Schalk Professor in the His-
tory of Religions at the University of
Uppsala.

Gerd Falk Activist for Human
Rights.

TWO KILLED

IN PRISON CLASH

Two remand prisoners were killed’
and several injured on 30 July in a
clash between suspected JVP (Peoples
Liberation Front) remand inmates
and another group of remand prison--
ers at the Negombo prisons. Seven-:
teen prisoners who received serious
injuries were admitted to the Negom-.
bo and Colombo hospitals.

One of those killed in the fight was
identified as a JVP suspect while the
other was an ordinary remand pris-
oner.

According to prison sources, the JVP
suspects had attempted to hold a
demonstration and hoist black flags in
protest against the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement within the prison com-
plex. The clash was sparked off when
those belonging to the JVP demanded

- the participation of other prisoners in

the protest demonstration.

Sticks and stones are reported to
have been used-in the clash, and
prison officials had great difficulty in
stopping the fight and bringing the
situation under control.

Following the incident, all JVP sus-
pects were transferred to the Maga-
zine prison in Colombo.

Youths Arrested
by IPKF

The IPKF arrested several hundred
Tamil youths in a cordon and search
operation in the eastern city of Batti-
coloa on 23 July. It was claimed that
these operations were carried out fol-
lowing an alleged order from the
LTTE leader to his cadres to mount
attacks upon the IPKF in the run up
to the first anniversary (July 29) of
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.

Among the youths arrested were a
large number of students sitting the
GCE A Level examination which com-
menced on 23 July. The request by
the Education authorities in Battica-
loa not to arrest those with examina-
tion admission cards was apparently
ignored by the IPKF.
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CHUNDIKULI - ST JOHN’S PAST PUPILS’

REUNION LUNCH

1p.m. on Sunday, 2nd October 1988
Bishop Vesey’'s Grammar School
Lichfield Road, Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands

For Further Information Contact:
01-642 5598, 01-368 2129, 01-393 9163

PREUVENEERS & CO

" Elm House. 113-115 London Road,
Mitcham. Surrey CR4 2JA.

NOTARIES & SCOLICITORS

Sponsorship documents prepared
&

Notarised
All Conveyancing & Mortgages
arranged
Mr R. Thavarajah L.L.B. Solicitor
Mr B. Preuveneers L.L.B. Solicitor
Tel: 01-646-4885
Quote reference Tamit Times

You can achieve successin -
higher education

UNITY COLLEGE

offers you

Commitment to highest educational standards
Highly qualified and experienced lecturers
Individual academic support
Fees you can afford and good locational advantage

Enrol now for full and part-time courses in:

Accountancy and Management Studies

Association of Accounting Technicians £650 per year
Association of Chartered and Certified Accountants  £780 per year
Institute of Cost and Management Accountants £780per vear

Association of Business Executives £650 per year

Institute of Administrative Management £650 per year
Banking

Institute of Bankers Stage I - “Banking £650 per course
Certificate and Foundation Course”

Institute of Bankers Stage II £200 per subject

Marketing

Institute of Marketing — Certificate/Diploma
CAM Foundation

Data Processing

Institute of Data Processing Management

£600 peryear
£650 per year

L650 peryear
English Language Studies

€600 per year

For further details, advice on your career
plans and training requirements write
or telephone:

UNITY COLLEGE
81-89 Fortress Rnad
Kentish Town
London NW5 1AG
Tel: 01-482 3349

TRISTAR
INTERNATIONAL

257 Queens Road, Wimbledon,
London SW19 8NY

A special shop for all Srilankans

@® Groceries, Off Licence, and all Household Items
@ Jaffna Vegetables, Country Rice and Flour

@® Home made Coffee and Chilli Powder

@ Gingeli Oil, & Dried Fish

@® Broken Basmati Rice

ALL AVAILABLE UNPER ONE ROOF

Prompt, Free, Home Delivery service of all household
goods including vegetables, meat and fish.

TAMIL VIDEO
AND '
AUDIO CASSETTES

We .issue air tickets to destinations worldwide

We supply ydur requirements for Abishekam, Pooja and other "
ceremonies at Ganapathy Temple, Wimbledon.

For further details please contact Yoga on 01-542-4931 or |
01-771-4407 (evenings only) ‘

MOTOR INSURANCE

Nobody looks harder to find you a lower quote

MORTGAGES ARRANGED
100 p.c. MORTGAGES AVAILABLE
FIRST TIME BUYERS WELCOME

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS ON
* Home contents insurance
* Life cover
* Pension policies
We pride ourselves on personal
service

Contact

J. KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance

Services Limited |
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
LONDON SW19 3TJ

Telephone: 01-543 5181
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ONE YEAR OF INDO-LANKA AGREEMENT

by JUSTICE SATCHI
PONNAMBALAM

(Being an uddma delivered at a Meeting
on the ocoasion of the First Year of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement held on 30th
July 1988 at Fairleigh Dickinson Universi-
ty, New Jersey)

One year ago, on 29 July 1987, the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement or the
Gandhi-Jayewardene Accord was
signed by these two men in Colombe.
It was said to be an Agreement ‘to
establish peace and normalcy in Sri
Lanka’, and so the news media has
christened it the ‘Peace Accord’. The
first year of its operation has brought
neither peace or normalcy, but in-
stead war by the Indmnarmyonthe
innocent and defenceless Tamil civi-

lians in their homes, towns and vil-
lam all over North and East Sri

me Gandhi and Jayewardene
signed the Agreement, worked out in
secret talks the weeks before in New
Delhi and Colombo. Both the
Sinhalese and the Tamil people and
also the 8fi Lankan and the Indian
news media were kept in the dark-
.There was no mandate whatever by
the Sinhalese or the Tamil people for
the Agreement and the calling in of
the Indian army into the country.In
fact, the Tamil leader Prabhakaran
was under guard in a New Delhi hotel
after he had described the Agreement
to the Indian authorities as a ‘stab in
the ‘back’. In Colombo, there was
rioting by angry Slnhaleee mobs and
over 70 people were killed as police
and soldiers resorted to rifle fire to
contain the rioting. All island curfew
was declared and soldiers were mobil-
ised to keep demonstraeorsd from
approaching President’s. residence,
where the Agreement was signed.
‘President Jayewardene’s vacation
home in the South called the ‘Red
Cliffs’ was set on fire and burnt. The
'signing ceremony was boycotted by
Prime Minister Premadasa and other
cabinet Ministers. We remember,
:!:ever Jaye:fardenes charade, a

years ago, of summoning the All
Party Conference several times, and
dmggmg his feet all through discus-
‘sing the Tamil problem. But in draft-
ing this Indo - Sri Lanka Agreement,
he consulted nobody. Thus, t}.e essen-
tial characteristic of this Agreement
remains as one that was forced on the
Sinhalese and the Tamil people.

We all know what the Agreement
says. We will come to that shortly.
:But none of us know, not even today,

one year later, how this Agreement,

or how this ‘deal’ came about.
Avoids ‘colonisation’
The Agreement states that the
-Tamils are an ethnic group and that
the Northern and Eastern Provinces
have been areas of historical habita-

tion of Sri Lankan Tamil speaking
peoples, who have at all times hither-
to lived together in this territory with
other ethnic groups. This is some new
history that is being written. The
Agreement does not say that the
Tamils are a nation or that the North
and the East are their traditional
homelands or that they are entitled to
self — determination. These are un-
acceptable, however true and real
they may be, to the Sri Lanka Gov-
ernment, as it was to its delegation at
Thimpu.

The Agreement also does not men-
tion anything at all about the vexed
question of state-sponsored and state-
aided Sinhalese colonisation of the
Tamil areas of the North and East. In
fact, any mention of this is scrupu-
lously avoided, for the clear intention,
as seen. from the provisions of the
13th Amendment is to continue the
state — aided and state — sponsored
colonisation of Tamil areas. And, we
would say that any Agreement or
Accord that does net put an end to
this state-sponsored and state-aided
colonisation of Tamil areas does not
even touch the fringes of the Tamil
problem in Sri Lanka. And so it is
with the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
or the Rajiv Gandhi-Jayewardene
Accord.

The Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
provided for an interim government,
merger first and later separation by
referendum of the Northern and East-
with a Govenor, a Chief Minister and
a Board of Ministers. The Agreement
provided for Tamil and English to be
also official languages, along with
Sinhala. The Sri Lanka Government
has already gone back on this official
language agreement in regard to En-
glish. The 13th Amendment to the
Constitution, passed in November
1987, provided for Tamil also to be an
official language, but in regard to
English it said, ‘English shall be the
link language’. What that means is
anybody’s guess.

india underwrites

The Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement
provided that within 48 hours of the
signing of the Agreement, a ceasefire
will come into effect all over the
island. All arms held by the militant
groups will be surrendered to author-
ities to be designated by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka. Consequent to the
ceasefire and the surrender of arms
by militant groups, the Sri Lanka
army will be confined to barracks in
camps.The process of surrendering of
arms and the confining of army to
barracks will be completed within 72
hours of the ceasefire coming into
effect. Sri Lanka Government will
give a general amnesty and free all

polml prisoners and combatants
held in custody.

"The Agreement contained that if
the Government of Sri Lanka re-
quests the Government of India to
afford military aseistanee to imple-
ment these proposa.ls the Govern-
ment of India will give such mlhtary
assistance.

The Agreement also provided that

" the two Governments will ensure the

physical security of all communities in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

The Government of India agreed to
underwrite and guarantee the resolu-
tions, and cooperate in the imple-
mentation of the proposals of the
Agreement.

- In entering into this Agreement, it
did not matter to Jayewardene that
he was bringing in foreign military
intervention, so long as he could
achieve his objective of decimating
the Tamil liberation struggle and put-

.ting the Eelam demand to rest. To

achieve these, he had earlier ohtained
the assistance of the British éx-SAS
and the Keenie Meanie Services
(KMS) mercenaries, who were hired
by Rhodesia’s Ian Smith and South
Africa. The Israeli involvment in Sri
Lanka Government’s brutal war with
the Tamils started with the opening of
the Israeli Interests Section in the US
Embassy in Colombo. Then
came the Israeli Mossads and the
Shin Bet, the Israel’s domestic Intelli- .
gence Agency. These were responsible
fortheat!wtlesoftheSpecmlTask
Forces against the Tamils in the East-
ern Province. When all these could
not tame the Tigers, Jayewardene felt
he had nowhere to turn except to

India.
Rajiv’s optimiem

Rajiv Gandhi felt that the Agree-
ment provided India with an oppor-
tunity to succeed in its peace-making
mission and to bring to end the ethnic
strife in neighbouring Sri Lanka. But
he left the chances of success not to
the written provisions in the Agree-
ment but to the good intentions of
President Jayewardene. Hence, his

-optimism was not well founded,

although he articulated them with

enthusiasm. On 31 July 1987, in the

Indian Parliament, he said:
‘This Agreement meets the
basic aspirations which ani-
mated the Tamils’ struggle,
namely, the desire to be recog-
nised as a distinct ethnic entity;
pohtlcal autonomy for manag-
ing their political future; and
_appropriate devolution of gov-
‘ernmental power to meet this
‘objective, the recognition of the
‘Northern and Eastern Pro-
‘vinces of Sri Lanka as areas of
;historical habitation of the
!Tamils and the acknowledge-
ment and designation of Tamil

as an official language. . .’




16 TAMIL TIMES

At a public meeting in Madras,
explaining the Agreement, Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi said:

‘The Agreement secures every-
thing that the Sri Lankan
Tamils had demanded, short of
breaking Sri Lanka’s unity. In
fact, it goes well beyond the
initial demands of the Sri Lank-
an Tamils. Under the Agree-
ment, approximately one-third
of Sri Lankan territory will be
made a single province, where
the Tamils will have a clear
majority. They will have region-
al autonomy, comparable to the
State Governments in India’
(THE HINDU, LE. 8/8/1987.)

1t is on this view of the Agreement
that the Government of India signed
the Agreement without consulting
. vepresentatives of the Tamil peo-
ple, who were protecting the Tamil
people and fighting the Tamil cause.
When it found that they were unwill-
ing to accept the Agreement, then it
forced them to accept, denying them
the right to disagree. Then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi gave several
assurances that the Agreement will
be implemented safeguarding the in-
terests of the Tamils. Because of these
assurances, the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) accepted the
agreement (vide Prabhakaran’s In-
terview, INDIA TODAY, 15/8/1987)
LTTE’s unequivocal
acceptance of the accord

At a public meeting in Jaffna,
LTTE leader Prabhakaran said:

‘Even though the Accord does
not fulfil our demands, we hand
over our arms in the presence of

the IPKFs because we want to

respect India, which we love and
also show our regards to the
assurances given by the Indian
Prime Minister. But, at the
same time, as we hand over our
arms in the presence of the
IPKFs, we hand over responsi-
bility of protecting our people
also, which we were doing all
these days, to the IPKFs.’

The LTTE was the only liberation
organisation to publicly hand over a
substantial stock of its arms and
ammunitions to the IPKF in terms of
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. The
LTTE had publicly committed itself to
surrendering all its arms to the
IPKFs. Its acceptance of the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement had become une-
quivocal. However, before the hand
over of all arms could be completed,
there were armed attacks on LTTE
cadres by other groups and by Sinhala
Home Guards on the Tamil people.
This derailed the surrender of arms,
leading to conflicts over nomination to
the interim administration and finally
the peace process being overtaken by
Thileepan’s Fast Unto Death.
Thileepan’s death and the arrest, de-
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tention and death of two regional
commanders and 10 senior members
in the hands of IPKF brought about
discord and estrangement between
LTTE and India.

The interim government, in which
the LTTE was assured a major role by

. India was not formed. The merger of

the Northern and Eastern Provinces
into one administrative unit, envis-
aged by the Indo-Sri Lanka Agree-
ment did not take effect. The interim
government was not put in place
because the persons nominated by the
LTTE from the Eastern Province
were found unacceptable to President
Jayewardene and he proceeded to
nominate his persons to fill the LTTE
names.

The Provincial Council constitutes
the centre-piece of the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement.

We do remember that in the past 35
year political history, the Tamil peo-
ple and their political parties have
earlier advocated and demanded a
federal structure of government and
later a separate state of Tamil Eelam.
In the ‘Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact’ of 1957, as a
compromise agreement, the Tamils
accepted Regional Councils, with the
widest powers of devolution and amal-
gamation.

There has never been any demand
by any Tamil or for that matter by
anyone in Sri Lanka, for Provincial
Councils. Yet, in the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement, to Sri Lanka and Indian
governments, Provincial Councils
have been found to be the solution to
put an end to the bloody war to create
a separate state.

Perpetuates unitary system

The law to bring the Provincial
Councils into effect has been enacted
by the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution, which came into force in
November 1987. But no Provincial
Council election has been held in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.
Hence, the Provincial Councils for the
Tamil areas have not come into opera-
tion.

The present constitution of Sri
Lanka, which was enacted by the
Jayewardene Government in 1987,
perpetuated the hitherto existing un-
itary system and introduced a highly
centralised executive presidential
government with a devalued par-
liamentary system. It is upon this
constitution, which proclaims Sri
Lanka a ‘unitary state’ and having a
highly centralised and authoritarian
presidential system that the Indo-Sri
Lanka Agreement and the 13th
Amendment engraft the Provincial
Councils with devolved powers. On
the face of it, one can only see mutual-
ly antagonistic and conflicting con-
cepts and institutions brought
together in a hotchpotch, for the sake
of political expediency to end the
stalemate than devising viable and

durable institutions representing
structures of compromise, recognising
Tamil national identity so as to
launch the united nation-state on a
course of nation-building. In the
scheme that is bound to emerge, the
Provincial Councils, as presently de-
vised will be stunted at birth, crippled
in growth and deformed at old age.

The devolution of power to the
Provincial Councils under the 13th
Amendment, is the same for the
Councils in the Sinhalese and Tamil
areas. Therefore, it cannot be con-
tended that any special dispensation
or concession has been made to the
Tamils. The devolution of power to
the Provincial Councils is a very mini-
ture form, in no way comparable to
those of the States under the Con-
stitution of India. The existing unit-
ary system and centralised presiden-
tial government preclude a genuine
devolution of power.

Although every legal provision
effectuating this reform is textually
based upon a comparable provision in :
the constitution of India, nevertheless
subtle changes and departures have
been incorporated in certain places
which make the Sri Lankan provi-
sions differ from their Indian counter-
parts. Most of such Sri Lankan muta-
tions will go to further constrict and
cripple the miniature devolution of
power and prevent the Provincial
Councils from growing and develop-
ing into genuine institutions of auton-
omy and internal self-government.

How much of a sham the devolution
of power to the Provincial Councils
can be seen from the sensitive subject
of land. It is instructive to see how the
subject of land has been dealt with in
the constitution of India. Land is in
the State List. It is stated as: ‘Land,
that is to say, rights in or over land,
land tenures including the relation of
landlord and tenant and the collection
of rents; transfer and alienation of
agricultural land; land improvement
and agricultural loans; colonization.’

The land question

Under the 13th Amendment, 9.1 of
Provincial Council List states: ‘Agri-
culture, including agricultural exten-
tion, promotion and education for pro-
vincial purposes and agricultural ser-
vices (other than inter-provincial
irrigation and land settlement
schemes, state lands and plantation
agriculture). 18.1 of the Provincial
Council List states: ‘Land - Land,
that is to say, rights in or over land,
land tenure, transfer and alienation
of land, land use, land settlement and
land improvement, to the extent set
out in Appendix 11.

Appendix 11 states: ‘State land
shall continue to vest in the Republic
and may be disposed of in accordance
with Article 33(d) and written law
governing the matter.

Subject as aforesaid, land shall be a
Provincial Council Subject, subject to
the following special provisions:—
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1. State land:—

1:1 State Land required for the
purposes of the Government in
a Province, in respect of a re-
served or concurrent subject
may be utilised by the govern-
ment in accordance with the
laws governing the matter. The
Government shall consult the
relevant Provincial Council
with regard to the utilisation of
such land in respect of such
subject.

1:2 Government shall make
available to every Provincial
Council State land within the
province required by such
Council for Provincial Council
subject. The Provincial Council
shall administer, control and
utilise such State land, in
accordance with the laws and
statutes governing the matter.

1:3 Alienation or disposition of
the State land within a Province
to any citizen or to any orga-
nisation shall be by the Presi-
dent, on the advice of the re-
levant Provincial Council, in
accordance with the laws gov-
erning the matter.

2. Inter-Provincial Irrigation and
Land Development Projects

2:1 Such projects would com-
prise irrigation and land de-
velopment schemes:—

(a) within the Province initi-
ated by the State and which
utilise water from rivers flowing
through more than one Pro-
vince: a Provincial Council
however, may also initiate
irrigation and land development
schemes within its province uti-
lizing water from such rivers;

(b) within the Province which
utilizes water through diver-
sions from water systems from
outside the Province; and

(¢) all schemes where the
command area falls within two
or more Provinces such as the
Mahaweli Development Project.

2:2 These projects will be the
responsibility of the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka.

In the Concurrent List are:
17. Irrigation

17:1 Water storage and man-
agement, drainage and
embankments, flood protection,
planning and water resources:
17:2 Services provided for inter-
provincial land and irrigation
schemes, such as those relating
to rural development, health,
education, vocational training,
co-operatives and other facili-
ties’.

From a consideration of the totality
of the provisions concerning land, we
can see that the nominal power over
land given to the Provincial Councils
by item 18:1 of the Provincial Council
List is substantially circumscribed

and limited by the introduction of the
arbitrary concept of State Land and
the so-called inter-provincial irriga-
tion and land development projects.
Land and land development is usually
the first item to be devolved in any
scheme of regional autonomy. But in
the Sri Lanka’s scheme of devolution,
the distrust of the Provincial Council
to be vested with power over its land
is manifest. The reason is obvious.
And that is colonisation. State-aided
and state-sponsored Sinhalese col-
onisation of the Tamil areas by the
Government of Sri Lanka will con-
tinue. That is just what is hiding
behind the so-called State land and
inter-provincial irrigation and land
development projects.

No neutral machinery

Although the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement was drafted and signed,
no independent and neutral machin-
ery was put in place to usher in the
ceasefire, the surrender of arms by all
fighting groups and set up the interim
administration. All these were left to
the existing lines of political command
in Colombo and newly set up Indian
military command in Jaffna. The
peace Agreement was not negotiated
by the combatants or by their repre-
sentatives, but almost overnight they
were required to restore status quo
ante. This proved formidable and dif-
ficult in the circumstances. A number
of initial minor problems were allowed
to snowball into confrontation be-
tween the Indian Peace Keeping
Force and the LTTE. The death of the
two regional commanders and 10
senior members of the LTTE in the
hands of the IPKF worsened the
situation. With the confrontation fast
escalating, the Indian Peace Keeping
Force resorted to a military offensive
in Jaffna from 10th October 1987 for
six weeks. The deaths, destruction
and devastation and the brutalities,
indignities, sufferings and oppression
suffered by the innocent and defence-
less Tamil people — our fathers, our
mothers, our brothers, our sisters, —
as a result of the military offensive
have been told and retold many times.
I do not propose to recount them here.

For about a quarter century, the
small Sri Lankan Tamil nation has
been oppressed by its own State. The
Tamils were deprived of their indi-
vidual and collective fundamental
rights to language, education, em-
ployment and finally even representa-
tion in Parliament. They were discri-
minated, terrorised and bullied by
their own State. They were driven to
fight for their survival. It is to the
help of such a nation that the Indian
forces went as peace-keepers. They
were welcome as friends and saviours.
History will never absolve the taking
of arms against such a nation of
people as the Tamils by the Indian
peace-keepers. Such act, violated the
trusted neutral role of peace-keeping
in a foreign land. ‘Peace-keepers have

a place and a role in international
law. That has been violated. I will
leave the matter at that.

The events of last year have
brought about many changes in the
external character of the Tamil prob-
lem. The actors have changed. The-
Indian forces have taken the place of
the Sri Lankan forces. The Tigers who
are holding their ground openly have
gone underground. The focus has
changed. Earlier, it was confronting
the Tigers indirectly and not openly.
Now, it is finding the Tigers in their
jungle hideouts and disarming them.
All these changes do not add even a
wee bit to solving the Tamil problem.
Indeed, the problem remains totally
untouched by all these changes. It is
misplaced belief in the power of milit-
ary might to solve the Tamil problem
that has brought all these irrelevent
changes to the forefront. The Tamil
problem has not been and will not be
solved by any superior armed military
might. It is a problem of a nation
created by the denial of equality,
justice and dignity. What the Tamil
people want is to live in equality,
justice and dignity. Restoration of
these to them do not need any armed
military might.

The restoration of these in the
various forms cannot be done in
vacua. It must be done in consultation
with and in agreement with the repre-
sentatives of the Tamil people. Such a
settlement will bring about a lasting
and durable solution to the Tamil
problem in Sri Lanka.
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‘NO MORE TALKS WITH R.A.W.”

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), the dominant Tamil
militant group which is currently in
confrontation with the Indian Peace
Keeping Force wants to continue
negotiations with the Indian govern-
ment, but not with officials of the
Research Analysis Wing (RAW), the
intzlligence unit of the Indian govern-
ment, according to a telephone inter-
view given to the Colombo ‘Sunday
Times' by Mr. Thilagar, a Central
Committee member of the LTTE who
is presently in London.

LTTE leaders in Madras including
Sathasivam Krishnakumar (popular-
ly known as Kittu) have been nego-
tiating with RAW officials for the last
several months. But recently the
negotiations broke down.

Referring to LTTE’s statement of
July 9 which characterised the Indo-
Sri Lanka Agreement as a ‘charter for
servility’, Mr. Thilagar said that such

Says LTTE

a description did not amount to a
rejection of the Agreement by the
LTTE. Reiterating the LTTE’s pre-
vious position, Mr. Thilagar added,
“The 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution and the Provincial Councils
Act are a dilution and a withdrawal
from commitments by both govern-
ments. We are always ready to hand
over our weapons and co-operate in
the implementation of the accord, but
we need certain promises from the
two governments first’

The promises Mr. Thilagar referred
to are a proclamation merging the two
Tamil dominated northern and east-
ern provinces, greater devolution as
outlined in the memorandum the
LTTE had submitted to the Indian
government, a halt to colonisation by
Sinhalese in the eastern province and
a ceasefire followed by negotiations.

‘INDIA KNEW WE HAD SAM MISSILES’

The Indian authorities accused un-
identified foreign powers and agencies
of assisting the LTTE following the
recent discovery by the Indian Peace
Keeping Force of a SAM missile
among arms belonging to the LTTE.

The LTTE, in a press release issued
«aid that the government of India had
been aware for a long time that the
LTTE possessed SAM missiles.

- The press release has, in reference
to a recent statement by the Indian
Government that the IPKF has disco-
vered a SAM missile in the LTTE
arsenal and regretted that foreign
powers were assisting the Tiger move-
ment to prolong the unnecessary war
to destabilise the region.

The LTTE press release further
states, about one and a half years ago,
before inviting our leader Prabhakar-
an to the Bangalore conference, the
Government of India, confiscated our
arms in Tamil Nadu as a pressure
tactic.

The confiscated arms contained

LTTE Alleges

SAM missiles also. These missiles
were later returned to us. Following
the ‘Operation Liberation’ offensive
launched by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, the government of India
arranged a training programme to
train our cadres in the use of SAM
missiles. During these times, the Gov-
ernment of India, did not bother
which foreign forces have supplied
these missiles.

At these times, the Government of
India was primarily motivated in uti-
lizing us as their mercenary force to
secure its own interests. But the
Government of India realised to its
great disappointment that the LTTE
could not be utilized as mercenaries
since our movement is deeply commit-
ted to the cause of our people. We are
aware of the consequences of involv-
ing foreign powers in our struggle.

The Indian involvement and the
genocide practised by the Indian
troops against our people is a glaring
example of foreign intervention.

IPKF TOLL-511 DEAD

A total of 511 soldiers, including offic-
ers, of the Indian Peace Keeping
Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka were kil-
led, and 1526 were injured between
October 1987 and 17 July 1988 main-
ly in the course of their confrontation
with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). This information was
given by the Indian Defence Minister,
K.C. Pant, in the Indian Upper
House, the Rajya Sabha on 28 July.

According to the account given by
the Defence Minister in the course of

1526 INJURED

a written reply, the present strength
of the IPKF in Sri Lanka was 49,000.
Up to May 31 this year, a sum of 980
million rupees had already been spent
in connection with the IPKF presence
and operations on the island.

Knowledgeable sources in the
Tamil areas of the island claim that
IKPF casualities were very much
higher than what the Defence Minis-
ter was prepared to admit. The true
position would be about 1200 IPKF
men killed and about 3,000 injured,
they said.

‘RENOUNCE YOUR

ANTI-TAMIL POLICIES’

U.S.A. Tells S.L.F.P.

The United Socialist Alliance (USA)is
prepared to invite the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) to participate
in its mass mobilisation campaign for
the holding of general elections pro-
vided the SLFP is prepared to aban-
don its present anti-Tamil policies.

The USA, an alliance of left parties-
Sri Lanka Mahajana Party, Lanka
Sama Samaja Party. Communist Par-
ty and Nava Sama Samaja Party, has
worked out a programme to campaign
for the holding of general elections
immediately. The present govern-
ment elected for six years in 1977
postponed the elections due in 1983
thereby extending its life without a
mandate at a general election for a
further period of six years.

Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, the
leader of the NSSP said that the USA
would endeavour to obtain maximum
participation of all political parties,
trade unions and other peoples’ orga-
nisations for its campaign.

The SLFP also could participate in
this campaign if it renounced its anti-
Tamil politics and its opposition to the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, Provin-
cial Councils and the granting of
citizenship rights to Tamil plantation
workers of Indian origin, said Mr.
Nanayakkara.

He added that the campaign for the
restoration of democracy would .iso
include Tamil militant groups such as
the EPRLF and PLOTE.

Although the principal demand of
the campaign was the holding of the
general election, the campaign would
also include a call for the holding of
Provincial Council elections in the
north and east of the island.

From Page 11.

the Vadamarachchi operation,
Prabhakaran repeatedly sought milit-
ary assistance from India.

@® In 1982, after Prabhakaran was
arrested in Madras following a shoot-
out with a rival rebel leader, several
of his deputies wanted to jump to their
death from the roof of the City’s Life
Insurance Corporation building to de-
mand his release. But the plan was
resolutely opposed by another aide. S.
Subramaniam

@ Prabhakaran quit the LTTE and
joined the TELO in 1981, but left the
group at the end of that year.

@® Prabhakaran and his associates
Jeft TELO without any money and
took to doing hard labour and hunting
wild animals for food and living for a
while.

@® When the LTTE was set up in
1976, all it had was a revolver.

@ Prabhakaran feels hurt even today
that he doesn’'t know English well.

(Courtesy of ‘India Abroad’ 1/7/88)
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INDIA BUYS
GANDHI LETTERS

The Indian High Commission in Lon-
don beat off strong competition to buy
‘a series of letters written by Mahatma
Gandhi to his legal partner Henry
Polak for 95,000 pounds-three times
the price expected by the auctioneers,
Sotheby's.

The letters, a series of more than
80, written between 1905-41, will go
to the National Archives of India.
When commissions and other charges
are added, they will have cost the
High Commission 104,500 pounds.

It also bought another collection of
papers belonging to Polak for 24,200
pounds (estimate 1,200-1,500 pounds)
and an autographed manuscript by
Gandhi for 23,000 (estimate 300-400
pounds). He had been interviewed
while under a vow of silence and had
written down his answers in the four-
page document.

The High Commission dropped out
of the bidding for two further lots in
the sale, an autographed letter from
Gandhi to the Rev. Norman Bennett,
which fetched 9,900 pounds (estimate
300-400 pounds), and three auto-
graphed letters from his secretary to
his biographer Ronald Duncan, which
went for 3,850 pounds (estimate 300-
400 pounds). Both went to anonymous
buyers.

The High Commission were mainly
concerned to secure the letters to
Polak, one of the three Europeans
closest to Gandhi during his time in
South Africa. Polak became Gandhi’s
article clerk and later his legal part-
ner, and his English born wife Millie
was governess to the Gandhi children.
The letters span the period from the
earliest days of passive resistance to
shortly before Independence. The sale

also included telegrams and early

pictures of Gandhi in South Africa
and glass plates of him later in India.

There was also a letter from Jawa-
harlal Nehru to Polak, expressing
sympathy on the death of Polak’s son
in 1926, and some pages of corrected
galley proofs of Gandhi’s printed in-
structions for Satyagraha in South
Africa.

LTTE: ACCORD HAS
NOT SAFEGUARDED
TAMIL INTERESTS

“The Indo-Sri Lanka accord as a
whole aids and abets Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinism. In such a situa-
tion, it is unreasonable and unjust for
the Indian forces to engage in a war
with our organisation to disarm us”,
said a statement issued by the LTTE.

The statement blamed the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka for “failing to
implement a single provision of the

accord fully”. It says that no force on
earth, however formidable, can im-
pose a solution on a people through
genocide and oppression.

The trust they (the LTTE) placed
on the government of India and the
long-standing friendship that India
had with the people of EELAM and
apart from these, considering that a
force beyond our power of influence
placed before us this accord, our posi-
tion was to extend our cooperation for
it as long as Tamil interests and
aspirations are safeguarded, the
statement adds.

Weapons were handed over in
accordance to this position, the state-
ment adds. .

The accord has not safeguarded the
interests of the Tamil people — an
interim administration has not been
constituted in accordance with the
accord, an assurance by Rajiv Gandhi
that autonomous provincial councils
with power akin to those enjoyed by
Indian states has been abandoned.
The Tamil langudge has not been
given equal status, Indian forces have
failed to protect the Tamil people and
the Tamil homeland is being annexed
through Sinhala colonisation.

The statement added:

“After an year, has this accord
safeguarded the interests and aspira-
tions of the Tamil people?” the LTTE
asked, pointing out that an interim
administration till the holding of elec-
tions, which should have been consti-
tuted in accordance with the accord,
has been disregarded; the assurance
of the Indian Prime Minister that
autonomous provincial councils will
be created with adequate measures of

autonomy or powers enjoyed by the
Indian States, has been abandoned;
the Tamil language has not been
given equal status, as stated by the
government of India, Indian forces
have failed to protect the Tamil peo-
ple; and the Tamils homeland is being
annexed through Sinhala colonisation
with Sinhalese in the past five years.

TIGERS ROUNDED
UP IN MADRAS

The police swooped down on cadres of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
operating in Tamil Nadu and took 154
militants into custody. Sixty-seven
were seized in Madras and 78 in
Madurai. The rest were from other
parts of the state, police sources said.

The raids began early on Aug. 7
morning barely two days after Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had warned at
a public meeting at Mannargudi in
Thanjavur district that the intransi-
gence of the Tigérs could not be
allowed to continue.

This is the biggest crackdown on
militants since the India-Sri Lanka
accord was signed on July 29 last
year.

Sathasian Krishnakumar, alias
Kittu, the former Jaffna commander
of the LTTE and its chief representa-
tive in India, has been under house
arrest for sometime.

Most of the cadres in Tamil Nadu
were put under arrest or surveillance
just before the anniversary of the
accord, when the Tigers had planned
protests.

— The United News of India

Sri Lankan 30,000 year old
Stone Technology found

An advanced prehistoric stone tool
technology -of a type not known in

_Europe before 12,000 BC-has been

discovered in Sri Lanka and dated to
30,000 years ago.

A hundred tiny, yet finely made
stone barbs for harpoons or spears,
which were found in two caves and
some sand dunes in the south of the

island, have for the first time sug- -

gested that sophisticated stone tool
manufacturing technology was being
developed outside Africa in that early

Up until now, advanced techniques
of such early date have come to light
only in southern Africa and Zaire.

The stone barbs-known as geomet-
ric microliths-appear to have been
used for hunting such creatures as
porcupines, monkeys, giant squirrels,

snakes and birds. Used as small”

blades-also hefted into wood or bone-
the same sort of tiny stone artifacts
were probably used for cutting up
meat and vegetables.

Wild breadfruit and wild banana
seeds, as well as the bones of various
types of prey, have been found
together with the stone barbs and
blades in the caves.

The same type of stone tool technol-
ogy continued with very little change
from 30,000 years ago until around
1,700 BC.

Archaeologists working in the

s -~ caves have also unearthed the earliest

skeletal evidence of modern humans"
-Homo Sapiens-ever found in south
Asia.Dating from 30,000 years ago,
the bones are being analysed by gr-

nell University in New York state.

An earlier type of human had also.
inhabited the island. A series of small
stone tools, mostly less than five cen-
timetres long, have been found under
the sand dunes and probably date
from 125,000 years ago.

The archaeological excavation and
research work has been directed by
Dr Siran Deraniyagala of the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka’s Archaeological
Survey Department.
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MARRIAGE BREAKDOWN?

MATRIMONIAI.T’ROBI.EMS HANDLED IN EXTREME
CONFIDENCE

® MARRIAGE BREAKDOWN

@ ACCESS TO CHILDREN

@ VIOLENCE IN THE MATRIMONIAL HOME
@ DIVISION OF MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY

RING WIMAL & CO — 01-683 2645
SOLICITORS 01-689 7503

ASKFOR PATHMA SOCKANATHAN

Wi ma'A‘ NOS. 3,5 & 7 BRIGSTOCK ROAD,
& CO ook THORNTON HEATH, SURREY CR4 7JG
B Ol Opposite BRITISH RAIL STATION—THORNTON HEATH

BROTHER DHINAKARAN

A GREAT MAN OF GOD FROM INDIA
COMES TO LONDON

COME!
- HEAR!
AND BE HEALED!

GOSPEL MEETINGS IN ENGLISH AND TAMIL

THURSDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 7.30pm _ FRIDAY 2 SEPTEMBER, 7.30pm>

At MANOR PARK At FINSBURY PARK

Manor Park Christian Centre New Rainbow Christian Centre
Corner of High Street North/Berkeley Road Opposite Finsbury Park tube
Manor Park Finsbury Park

London E.12 ) London N.4

" NB. Please note change of dates from previous notice
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CLASSIFIED ADS

MATRIMONIAL

Tamil Hindu 42 years divorced with
son settled in U.K. seeks suitable lady
with view to marriage. Write with details
to M 230, ¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu Parents seek profes-
sionally qualified partner, working
abroad, vegetarian, for their daughter,
29 years, tall, British qualified radiog-
rapher in U.K. Horoscope and details to
M 241, ¢/o Tamil Times.

Tamil Christian parent seeks for their
accountant daughter, fair, medium
height, working in UK, professionally
qualified or graduate partner in early
thirties. Reply giving details to M 242,
¢/o Tamil Times.

Aunt seeks for Tamil Christian en-
gineer, tall, holding good position, own-
ing house in U.K. pretty girl, profes-
sionally qualified or graduate between
25 & 28 years. write all particulars to
M 243, ¢/o Tamil Times.

Tamil Hindu brother seeks suitable
groom for divorced sister, 36 years,
employed and U.K. citizen. Details to
M 244, ¢/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek working
partner in UK. for their 29 year old
daughter, British citizen, employed in
London. Students completing their stu-
dies also considered. Please reply to
M 245, ¢/o Tamil Times.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

August 21st 6.00pm. Musical Extrava-
by London Veena Group pre-
sented by Northem Tamil Association
at Longsight Community Hall, Stock-
Road, Manchester 14. For tickets
telephone (061) 224 5019.

September 24th 6.00pm Jaffna Central
College Old Boys & Girls Association
Dinner and Soclal at Lola Jones Hall,
Greaves Place off Garratt Lane, Toot-
ing, London SW17.

September 30th 7.30pm Bharatanaty-
am by Pushkala Gopal & Unni Krish-
man at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 4a
Castletown Road, London W14.

OBITUARY

Gnanasooriyar — Beloved husband of
Vijayalaxmi, father of Sivakumaran, son
of S. Kasilingam (Retired, Colombo
Municipality) and Periyanayaki, brother
of Dr. Saravanamuttu, Dr. .Vigneswar-
an, Dr. Pushparajan, Kugapalan,

Sivagnanapooshani, Hariharan passed
away. Funeral took place at Nainativu
on 15.6.88 — 33 Polwarth Drive, New-
castle Upon Tyne, U.K. .

Elayatamby Sabalingam Beloved
husband of the late Malarjothi, father of
Dr. S. Jothilingam, Mrs Katpakambigai
Poovendraraj, Mrs Jegathambigai
Ananthapaskaran, Uthamalingam, Mrs

Uthayakumari Mahendran, Jeyalingam,

Abayalingam and Mrs Kalaichelvi
Naveendran passed away in England
on 3.8.88 — ‘Kurunji’, Millfield Lane,
Hitchin, Herts SG4 7NH.

AN APPRECIATION

It is an irony of fate that Saba, much

_younger in age should have prede-

ceased me. Many years of our close
association entitles me to write an
appreciation of a person whose record
achievements mainly in the sphere of
education in our homeland, are widely
acknowledged and cannot be easily
surpassed. He had the unique distinc-
tion of having held the stewardships
of two leading educational institu-
tions in the island.

Jaffna Central, one of the oldest
centres of English education in the
island, had the good fortune of secur-
ing his services at a time of great need
and benefitted considerably from his
efficient and determined effort to ful-
fill the expectations of the department
of Education and the school commun-
ity at large. His memory should re-
main fresh in the minds of all con-
nected to Jaffna Central. Perhaps the
pinnacle of his long and successful
career was his appointment as Prin-
cipal of the premier Hindu institution

'— Jaffna Hindu College, in the coun-

try. That he made a success of this
assignment is an undisputed fact
which deserves its rightful place in
the annals of the great institution.

I had know him for over half a
century and our association began at
school with Saba having been a junior
contemporary of mine at Jaffna Hin-
du. He distinguished himself not
merely as a goed student but also in

many extra-curricular activities. He
came into the limelight as a goal
keeper par excellence, among the
school soccer teams in the north. This
special skill continued to flourish in
other members of his family especially
his younger brother and eldest son.

We came closer together at Kokuvil
Hindu where Saba had the bulk of his
teaching career. He did not take time
to gafn recognition as a reputed
teacher of Mathematics and Science
through the Advanced Level clases.
He came to be loved and admired by
his students and was held in high
esteem by his colleagues and the
school community at large.

He made a distinct contribution in
the development of the institution,
extending his interest and dedication
at all times connected with the
growth and growing pains of Kokuvil
Hindu. He was rewarded with a
grade 1 special post early in his life
there. Subsequently he was elevated
to the post of Deputy Principal. The
rich experience he gathered at Koku-
vil Hindu over two decades stood him
in great stead in the advancement of
his subsequent successful career.
Even when he was at the helm of
affairs in the educational sphere hold-
ing in succession the stewardships of
the two leading institutions in Jaffna,
he felt proud -to make emphatic men-
tion of his gratitude to Kokuvil Hin-
du, and described his experience in
educational planning there as the
secret of his success. Kokuvil Hindu
in turn never failed to feel proud of
the achievements of its distinguished
product.

A special mention must be made of
the fact that he was one of the only
two Tamil Heads of Schools to be
awarded by the department of educa-
tion the highest rank of selection
Grade Principal, equivalent to that of
the Regional Director.

He was in the main stream of public
life in Jaffna and held positions of
responsibility and honour, not only in
the sphere of education but also in a
multitude of other social organisa-
tions.. He was keenly interested in
the activities of Hindu religious bodies -
and contributed in no small measure
towards their advancement.

Saba was very closely attached to
me and the mutual affection between.,
us was so deep rooted that it endured
the trials and tests of time and re-
mained as fresh and harmonious as at
the beginning.

My family too is deeply grieved over
his passing away but we feel consoled
that he was among and in the midst of
his c¢hildren during his last days. His
children led by his eldest illustrious
son, Jothi, would no doubt bring grea-
ter glory to the memory of their

_ distinguished father. May Saba rest

in peace at the feet of God.
C.K. KANTHASWAMI
(EMERITUS PRINCIPAL KOKUVIL HINDU) -
4/12 York street, Indooroopilly, QLD 4068
AUSTRALIA
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MORTGAGES
RE-MORTGAGES

SCHOOL FEES PLANNING
INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING
CAPITAL INVESTMENTS
PENSION PLANNING

COMPLETELY FREE
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
‘ ADVICE |

L D

FIMBRA

MEMBER

PREUVENEERS & Co. (SOLICITORS)

FINAN_CIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Elm House, 113-115 London Rd, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 2JA

TELEPHONE 01-646 4885 EXT 150

NEW STYLE PENSIONS

For the first time Government will now
allow you to opt out of the State Earnings
Related Pension Scheme and provide your
own pension benefits.

Why should you opt out?

Answer: All those who retire after the
year 2000 will receive lower benefits. By
opting out you may be able to increase these -
benefits at no extra cost.

TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS

[

Rathbone Holidays Limited

GENERAL & BUSINESS TRAVEL

SPECIAL FARES TO
COLOMBO, SINGAPORE,
KUALA LUMPUR, MADRAS,
HONG KONG, SYDNEY

BY :
ALL MAJOR AIRLINES

55 RATHBONE PLACE, LONDON W1P 1AP
TELEPHONE: 01-580 4460/1/2/3 TELEX: 291660 RATSON G

' ‘(.a .
IATA ~

Jaffna Central College

Old Boys’ & Girls’ Association
DINNER & SOCIAL

in Aid of Restoration Fund
at Lola Jones Hall
Greaves Place, off Garratt Lane, Tooting, London SW17
on Saturday, 24th September 1988, 6 p-m. to Midnight

Tickets: Adults £3.50, Children 6-15 years £1
Available from: S.D. Balarajah (Tel. 01-543 8210)
V. Sabanathan (Tel. 01-337 7169)

YOGA &CO.

Forall yourlegal work
andconveyancing

Solicitors & Administrators
of Oaths

47 Booth Road, Colindale, |
London NW95JS
Telephone: 01-205 0899
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Quality, practical eomputer training for students, business and professional people.

AUGUST 1988

H

THE
LONDON SCHOOL
OF COMPUTING

Diploma in Software Science — 3 Years Full-Time
Certificate in Computer Programming — 8 Months to 24 Months
Certificate in Business Computing — 3 Months to 12 Months

Computer Modular Courses:

Fundamentals of Computers
Programming in COBOL, BASIC, Assembler ete.
Word Processing, dBASE, Lotus 123,
Desk Top Publishing
MS-DOS, PC-DOS Operating Systems ete.

External Examination Courses:

BCSPart 1
ACES Part 1-3
IDPM. Part [to IV
City & Guilds Programming courses

ACCOUNTANCY COURSES:

A AT — Certificate in Accounting and Membership Examinations:
Preliminary
Intermediate
Final
ACCA & CIMA

Special Computer training for accountancy students

(Owr Full Time Courses satisfy Home Office requirements)

For further details and application form contact:

THE REGISTRAR
L.5.C.
LINBURN HOUSE
340/342 KILBURN HIGH ROAD
LONDON NW6 2Q.J

TELEPHONE: 01-328 9966 & 624 2286
FAX:01-624 4100
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