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Jaffna Library

Mr.W.C.Twynam, C.M.C. the patron of the institution was the Chairman, and the following members

were present, Dr.Grenier, Rev.Mr.LeBracy, Messrs, F.Bowes, T.Changarapillai, S.T.Arnold,
B.Santiagopulli, S.Olegasagaram, Alex Toussaint, S.P.Lawton, A.Kanagasabai, Chas. Strantenbergh and
W.Woodhouse.

ﬁ general meeting of the Jaffna Library took place on the evening of the 5th inst. at 7pm.

The secretary having read the report, which was satisfactory, the following resolutions were moved
and seconded viz: 1st moved by Mr. Alex Toussaint and seconded by Mr. Lawton, that the report now read
by the Secretary by adopted. 2nd moved by Dr. Grenier seconded by Rev. Mr. Labrooy, that a vote of thanks
be accorded to the retiring office bearers and committee members for their valuable services rendered to this
institution. C.Stratenberg, Secretary and Treasurer, Messrs Alex Toussaint, S.A.Allagakoen, S.Nagalingam,
A Kanagasabai, T.Changrapulli be elected the Secretary and Mr. Lawton the Treasurer, and that the
following gentlemen be elected to a Committee for this year, and till the next annual general meeting of the
subscribers, viz. Messrs,Bowes, Alex Toussaint, C.Strantenbergh, S.Olegasagaram, B.Santiagopulle,
S.A.Allagakoen, S.Nagalingam, Kanagasabai, and Arnold.

Moved by A.Kanagasabai and seconded by C.Strantenberg, that a vote of Thanks be accorded to
W.C.Twynam, Esq.CMC the Patron and Chairman for his kindness in presiding at this meeting.

Proposed by Mr. Woodhouse that the subscription be raised to Rs.1.50 per month seconded by Mr.
Strantenbergh. Amendment proposed by Mr. Kanagasabai that there be two classes of Subscribers, one of Rs.
1.50 and the other Rs.One, that those paying 1.50 may have the privilege of having the papers and
periodicals sent home, seconded by Mr. Bowes.Amendment carried nemcon.

Mr. Alex Toussaint proposed and Mr. Santiagopulle seconded that the Committee should take steps
to obtain an increase of grant from Government by Rs.50.

Mr. Bowe proposed that the Committee take steps to see if the Inspector of School’s building can be
obtained for the Library. Seconded by Dr. Grenier. Carried.

Proposed by Mr. Woodhouse and seconded by Dr. Grenier That the Committee be instructed to write
to Messrs Mudie & Bros with a view of obtaining books from them, carried.

The president thanked the meeting for the welcome and the vote of thanks. Suggested by the
president that all members who shall be over 3 months in arrears by 30th June 1894, shall cease to be
members, Carried.
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Statement- Citizens Committee for
National Harmony (Extract)

“The burning of the Jaffna Public Library on the night of 1st June 1981 resulting in the
destruction of every book including several rare historical collections is a great loss not only to
the people of Jaffna but also to the entire nation. The sense of outrage which all humane persons
feel at the destruction of this repository of knowledge, culture and historical records would, we
feel, make them want to express their concern over this national calamity and demonstrate their
solidarity with the people of Jaffna, and build up goodwill and desire to undo as far as possible
the damage that has been done.”

Extracts from a statement issued by the Citizens Committee for National Harmony.

High ranking members of the Buddhist and Christian clergy have joined other
well-known Sri Lankans from all walks of life to support the appeal for funds to rebuild the
Jaffna Library. Among these are: Ven. Andrurupotha Gunaratne mahanayake Thero, Ven Pandit
W.Seelaratane mahanayake Thero, Ven Pandit Moratuwe Sranaratune Anunayake Thero, Ven
Madihe Pannasecha Nayake Thero, Pandit Akuretiva Amarawansa MNayake Thero (Principal
Vidyalankara Pirivena), Ven. Buddiyagama Chandraratne thero, Ven Baddegama Samitha Thero,
Archmishop Nicholas Marcus Fernando, Bishop Leo Nanayakkara OSB, Bishop B.Deogupillai,
Bishop Marcus Fernando, Bishop Lakshman Wickremasinghe, Dr. PR. Anthonis, Dr. James
T.Rutnam, LTP manjusri, H.W.Jayawardene QC, ITranganie Serasinghe, Harry Pieris, Henry
Javasena, Fr. Joe de Mel OMI,
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Morning Star (Jﬁ?fna
“June 1981

Saturday Review (Sri Lanka

26.5.1984

LIBRARY’S BAPTISM BY FIRE

K.NESIAH

Central Asian horde under Khilji annihilated Nalanda University, the famous Buddhist seat of learning in North
India, with a three-block library, one nine storeys high.

It was then nearly 800 years after that, on the inglorious first of June 1981, the priceless collection of nearly
100,000 books in the Jaffha Public Library was consigned to the flames and a building which was the architectural pride
of the North severely damaged.

It was in the early 40’s that District Court Secretary Chellappah pioneered the movement which resulted over
the decades in one of the finest libraries in the land. It is a heart-rending spectacle to those associated with the
movement from the beginning.

The grimmer is the tragedy because the perpetrators of this dark deed were no other than those who were
expected to be custodians of law and order and the moment chosen for their misguided action was the eve of the
election of what was believed to be the conciliatory gesture of the District Development Council.

Would that we realised that the loss is not Just to the North and to learning among the Tamils? Itis a deep dent
in the country’s intellectual system and loss, too, to the International community of learning. So don’t send to find for
whom the bell tolls!

But, did not A.N.Whitehead say that at the terminal period of the Greek and Roman contribution to European
civilisation, the fate of that civilisation was saved by the fortunate eruptions of barbarians and the rise of two new
religions, Christianity and Islam?

Learning did not cease in India with the dismantling of Asias then best collection of manuscripts at Nalanda
and the disbandment of the then world’s finest assemblage of scholars.

Was it not in subsequent centuries that Indian scholars, writers and scientists make their great contributions in
other Indian languages besides Sanskrit, Pali and Tamil, and in languages like English.

Or, to take an example from another field, was it not following the Great Fire of 1666, London emerged as a
great city of brick, stone and concrete And in some ways the world’s capital city, built on ashes of an erstwhile timber
built town? It has often times happened that such deep tragic experiences in the history of a people have proved a
turning point in their life where their turned a disaster into a triumph.

It is heartening therefore to note that, on the advise of the Library Committee the city fathers have decided to
immediately reopen in an improvised place, the children’s section and the periodical and newspapers rooms. It is
fulfilling an obligation cast by the Human Rights Declaration in Article 26 and 19. In due course, even before the library
in re-built, let us hope that the Library will resume its role as an agent of continuing education. And in the long term it
could become the centre or a system of libraries in the region and partake, too, of some of the characteristic, of a
national library for the Tamil people of Sri Lanka. ‘

Towards re-designing and rebuilding the Library in due time, the tax-payer apart, men of means and men with
the architect’s genius have an obligation. Towards re-stocking the library, there is an obligation on the part of those who
have books or could get at books, regardless of geographical frontiers.But the immediate obligation is to citizens of the
city.

F I Yhe last recorded destruction of a library in the sub-continent was towards the end of the 12th century when a

Will every family contribute one book each and those who can, books by the tens and by the hundreds?

The purpose of a general public library is somewhat the same as that of education as conceived today. If
education seeks to implant a sense of heritage and impart a vision of the future in the minds of the young and continue
through life to stress that sense of heritage and enlarge that vision of things to be, so does a modern public library.

The library then is much more than a classified stock of books and audio-visual aids. It has to be in it’s
building design and mode of functioning an educational institution within its walls and without. Well may we say that a
city’s public library is the eye of the city by which the citizens are able to behold the greatness of their heritage and
behold the still greater greatness of their future.

Jaffna Public Library — A historical capilation 13
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Tamil Times

(London)

ctober 1981 |8 “Appeal-Citizens Committee

for National Harmony. ,
, ,inéii, C‘é'iﬁmittEe‘for National Harmeny has Jaunched an appeal t ‘p 13 all walks
of life to confribute towards a fund for the rebuilding of the Jaffna Public Library... We think that the
nation as a whole should expiate this crime by our forces of Iaw,andtorder.”; The @knatories are: Mr.
Godfrey Goonetileke, Tissa Balasuriya, oM., Ptof.ER.rSai'zithéhandra, Bp. Leo Nanayakkara,'O.S.Bf.,’ :
Dr.Gunﬁdas’a A:Nmara'sekera,g_'Dr.Carlot Fonseka, Mr.Norbert _MaWalagé, Mr.G.Kurukulasuriya,
- Ms.Kusala ‘Abhayawardhana, Mr.Victor Gunawardena,]R,eiy; Celestine Fernando, SF. Helene
L Margueﬁté HLF., Mr.S.Nadesan, Q.C., Mr. “A.Samarajeeva, ‘Mr. HA. lan -Goonetileke, Mr.
.;,M.M.Mohidéen, ‘Ms.Bernadeen  Silva; Rev. - Yohan Devanéﬁdd,"f Mr.. He"ctorijbhaYawardhana,‘
“ Mr.K.Kandasamy, Sr. Rose Fernando, P.H:, Dr. B.Kaneshalingam, Mr. Rex Wanigaratne, Mr. Donovan
" Moldrich, Mr. Richard Dias,Ms. Manel Fonseka and Al-Haj S.M.A.Raschid. e .
LA statemeh:thy the Committee also notes: “We are distressed that persons, 5o far unt ted,
have had recourse to the killing of some political leaders and police‘ofﬁx;etsfr- 19 of them since 1977
o “atis even more sad and condemnable that the forces of law and order have also been the agents
Killing and mass destruction particularlyiinifhis present instapce” ‘
S L “The. Government itself must take its due share of the resp}onsibility1foif"this bljut'al;assault;byw
the agents of the State, even if “the police force in-that area Was’y,o,n the verge ofa virtualfmutinyf’ as.
for the actions of its

r'eporteditq Parliamen 1ay :
onsible-and sympathetic attitude from the members-

t by a Minister. No government may renounce :reépdnsibility»
agents. The country would appreciate a more resp ;
of the government than has been hitherto forthcoming. . , »
- “Weurge the Government-to extend the terms of 'i?éfwerencé of the Commission of Inquiry that
it intends to appoint to include the period up to the end of the recent Emergency and the acts of murder
and destruction caused by all parties. - Y AN T

" «\We further recommend that the Con
-eme Court or of the

p{iointe& consist of di l'eésﬂhi’éé mémbé'rs

CoﬁrAt'bf Appeal or retired Judges of the Supremg}Cou’rt.,"?A
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Tamil Times (London) _
October 1981
Saturday Review (Sri Lanka}®
2.6.1984 ‘

Cultural Incineration

17, Wijerama Lane,
Nawinna,
Maharagama.

4th July 1981
Fr. Paul Caspersz
President, Movement for-rmver-Racial Justice and Equality,(MIRJE)
6 Aloe Avenue,
Colombo 3.

Dear Paul,

Knowing you as I do, I can well imagine howitotally grieved and depressed you must be over the loathsome
tragedy of a month ago, and I can see from your reports of May and June 1981, the concerned and resolute
determination with which you have pm‘sued your:unhappy investigations, and written of them with a clinical and
cleansing passion and perception.

In the entire catalogue of caffiige;:d¥Son, pillage and murder which you have so courageously documented, the
complete destruction by an-act of calculated and cold-blooded incendiarism of the splendid Jaffna Public Library is the
most wounding to th‘é sensibiiity of our brethren. In the North, and must outrage the humane feelings of every person
1, racial or religious persuasion.

‘ Contammg over 90 OO‘ volumes, this notable library was the second largest public library in the island, and
possessed a rich and diverse collection of valuable literary material, some of them irreplaceable. It was a distinct
cultural landmark in the Peninsula, and served the purposes of an intellectual resource centre.

The wanton and senseless despoliation of a major repository of knowledge and learning is a national calamity
and, perhaps, the most dastardly eplsode of vandalism in the modern history of Sri Lanka.
nial to savage and bestial tendencies of communal hate, and even more
saddening and shocking is the knowledge ‘that the blindly chauvinist exponents of this cultural incineration were
apparently operating under the sinister patronage of publlc sector terrorism. No level of official explanation (and,
curiously enough, none has been forthcoming so far) or far-fetched apologies conjured up to suit each face-saving
speculation can excuse this irrational atrocnty
: State-sponsored fanaticism was let loose in the city"of*Jaffna between May 31st and-June 4th 981, and
Mayhem and terror stalked the streets, but ‘with an implacable resoluti d unmatched courage the Jaffna voter;

brushmg the ashes off his stricken face,administered a fitting coup-de-grace to his faceless enemy. In the indomitable

spirit of this unquenched ardour, the library will surely rise again to light the way and shine like a brighter beacon. May

fghe restitution of this gap in the national heritage become a symbollc cornerstone of amity, concord and unity between
eople of the South and the North.

‘ecovery of faith, hope and trust, remembermg all the whlle that the most significant ingredient in any prescription for
“communal harmony is understandmg, enllvened by Iove nd steeled by fortltude in the face of contmumg adver51ty

Text of a letter written by Mr. H.Al.Goonetileke, the emingnt Sri Lankan Librarian and
Bibliographer to Fr. Paul Caspersz, the President of the Movement for Inter Ramal Justlce and

Equality.

— 20 WIrprnreRTl GUIGI Breodi> — @b aFeTDmIS CBTEGLIL



eiy@sasfl eumy @susﬁl
(Qampy)

‘1  19.07.1981

[BT6oT SHewoil. Wmp. @QUTS HT6VSLD

61610, 6TLD. SLOMEVL6TT

6_,-601@ Feisenmew  [BoL  (pqueivene. bs slFmoner e usSa sy (ppeuSIG  FTHGND
gmbuglanhl, CouGp ey s elsenw. 9F GHsn e wsHisd Bhug Curaip o sujss saiensm
Gosdi" L g. :

éG gai QBss GsmBerwsnud CFUSmISeN?
soBfu Fewisam® et (pai Beain wmp. G ErVST Hmod eb. BLITRT ABGSS 2 (HESLOTE

Casirell G gl
BILgel  SemardBid Hemssdid QphDHID g, 2 s  BIHS6T RSN HBESID  blgomiyd

Bovslswhisael(hb & eripd Gseieiun &) HiGei.

wrptirewrs Qurg mrvssSar Gueusd suphiG usHisr pE6 Coumienioddar CamysHld Hbengemuwd

Qsps Swenemns HHEACDT Hrer.

(peisT]  TEBCWT SLemeussiie otar fhemss@ NpHHSNES s JPeys sonehflund, Heangh i

Gonuord) o g hEs S - @ewodCnr) SLES Pl wis (pHe Brshgey epigw Silleormsd.

Béss  AMPaysemerd  upPl  eugwrpmy  gHHMGw
ourdg Fm & Hopet. pemed sumpsensilled HevrFsvemev.

uswiemLw TS 2 el  ysrihs  HOwsewmssMur
Brovs Esfanqundsiu’L eng HaamdCas @ &b

oo gy BIggud udlsiepeaipnd uderiombd  BIDOTesT (B 6D B swnHGomiy
Qurepmiemsy, Heworg AW FHIH6MD PSS L BIVSESEHLD epLigw 5
61601 66O T H6mB S  OHM1L_eor. wmp. gmﬂmg

MWMT(PDHY  HoufHeMGRn  LWBSTIOTET  Lewmisener  GLiTed _ 5511@#][]15@55:

s Husfss spwrsmesdiar Glen Geusfifgm s suGsusmer EHGlLosr Frl-—Ql—migl
Hfw sIDm eTaemeT BT cuphfls Oasrevig(mhd 6fens s ENG sﬁh_L_gj
BB oubs 5. ASCEIH  (WpOOMSG SfbH Curer HIVS6MOT FMbdUEnV :
Gy end o L 1nTer BHd srend Qesimgy.

ET60&SSl6T GHTHMLD

wnptimssors Qurgy mrvss e Hempaiomsd fajwssEng gou’ Geier FOOFmW (Apgurs GupinTer
sl  6end:GpeT, QbHIvssSar  Camppsemsud  suarjEflenunys upPu Hov  sHeusdEsDET  HILodb S
Qsmsioug SHsufuior@Lb.

19345 pewoi(® el s b Had wmpluteis S somhd) mensg swbemuwnr Asuisefer seneentodisd
B Oubp il ib @Gy Ourg mrossdar CesmpsSnG g bsrlug. GemiLd srfushdl  Hm.
&(Lp.QFsduim leuisst Hnol Bs Hrigw 184emum 2255 ST @@'T?aﬂrmmm Qurgl BIVSLD QETHHS T
PLPEVS LML DIEDLDHS Hl-

Jaffna Public Library — A historical campilation 21



Easr sl Sheiugs A T AT VI
Semp  gaa 844 mrdsmpogud, 30
QsuslfiBsepgb, 19340 Dbe® Jpsussdll wogal Lo
fed  SynEdssiu’ L AHwBanm  Gung
Qo silmgsls B susffanf Goido'c  Gurgy

Ly
[RifausLn

Sisemar wmp. ulgswéand GuTmiGuDs (pdul’L g

wmgp, L g s s i
111935@)s0 Rapdayshar

wipmes Gelwiu’ G, HEGE Furs

Gl glieLim
RTUHLD sUTY  SHC S
Gosiiemy &5 G
U & i sTal gL
Gaemsuseman gemtst FHGEROW (pysudliena.

sy Asugm Lt ST (7 S 55T

yfw mrauss slglgans Senwlodli o
suswr, (1s1 Gaoril  Ssubast EHis Sdsenm &g
sESITHaT. SsuTams  (pwpffa  apah BIES
Semmiiss  fysodsanh  sumins  sanfidl  stens. i
EorisETSeT e, TV ES

fushEHE  GENRES

Hlsu st

A dimeman Olysremsr g fsai

sy 4 s Bysmi  fm.  Gearal.  Goflbwsr
Slgi&ar  aEmIULB&sDas  swiflE sl e Sei,
sl Sigdsw FE  slpr  19552mb hemiE

utihs longl 29 fed mene Bubmsi.

LH&W HTevsHs &SLigLLd

aran@ey  g@me suFdEenanlh  Wsmemn

G stisat

Guigl mrves SLGLD QaEThanst  HenlusnaTe
wpupflas 1952960 Shemr® Dhefl wrgn b Had
gmi g sutud) Ssuisds  senamwdn, e Gudn
Qb wEIENCGeme  SIFH S TR 2 T T
SlberET M Sk, <SS Rlennucun
Erussens  Boesuapais  Bfaw @un  sdflumil

S & e

sliprafanr  apmp afiasewmud Flg i fa
ppap 'L GousiOweigns  Gsremi®  anhs
Anetsmt gnmpd Gsassoule s @aH0 s

ppsuh sTATUISEmESIL s Bgursr Bfleowd £y d

Oenaien  (WpuEss. HEsasy AL HEDE  wnp.

idhaafsd  CTHLTS ShETEY  FL 13U,

— 22

Aoralfi_d  seowbad  Guipidu eyfls W

By 4 Gnmils) Qe silmgsla  Gurs

D il sy L&t

it
Lo & 6l
DO S Bl
Gunrg s s S [TUET
Qeduiu G 11101958 a0 ofl alwfamsurs  wnp.
(Lo B shou Fmik 5l
amsuSaEIC LS. Eamand [RITs0 & Fiit
o L.

Fanmesunsm a_(mUGLD

(IpEDSHL L LE

S HITWOLT TS
B 2

[TIVETY

Senwdatul L Smeud

FEmsl  HLLLL GSERD
[d @ 1g L SEl
smi Sminishsid s pGsusmiHib.

%I}'s‘{]ﬁéé}rﬁith
IRITuET

RiTi0EH T

oy

L gmrowriidy

Bwedl  sukhs
33 Gui

AT
AT IR

B2 1T 6 7.

WITEIUraTl Eurg prewsl — G suraimias Gsmsog

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



{608 D|RISMIGEI

GQurgsie 15910 a5 SNgaemerd  Qarsw

ump.  Gurgy  Erwsth s, Garpiy  waws

geonufls uenpw Erasiang s afgtaetarg: ydu
Qurz mEInss oGS SBSEI05 o s

wigp,  wireu L SEliE el UL LomHTe S Sl
Ssmsd gl BIUsREERSEEL  G0Gurm  Eresd
gemaueniod Hlah  supmd  suRsGEsiora S5

Pmadssmporsrgl. Gognd gflw  wesw’c Femusels
Bianssfar £ el ump.
EmsuEenawions  Gwekisan ks 5.

(140 T T %% AT

G osusd Gumns

uBI8smpmiily g 51 iHid

B s 5 Hled
NEE & ST S TR Gropen e
suigs uflsy Gwim GRnssig(hEH0ES .

fenghs mrussfa Gayn smis  @siis

spauth s ooan@ar  mrenpwd Glestm Gurg) GeusiGu

fampuesi®  FLps  guae  sflbg  Gurer  Fa
SimEGH S S e semand  sonbllGicsar.  GF
Erassds  GasymGarg  osd seun  GunBimE
& aTaUSDE Benarad  fAosdisansy b
S m_sar  Qosmswd  stsigy usihEsar,  Gurdlsd
ugmrasr,  Eonesidmt  sumrsdlanh,  oBm.adsin,

i s s e Fanga sEmaE par Farsu(min
Sinimmissn Aplurs  Gudd) subsen.

() prsd G aypsigw ugd

(B) yflar gHsmanyl &65Hmssmanid

GFeremi.  andssrann

(8) fwari prwsis

( 7 ) o sngguanam ErASL

(&) s(BESIESEsRL L

(e ) samuasmd

(or ) snfunsugaps BRHCsSy Senpujs.

usiumir G Seond sisd  G&T  d&an  SDUUTES
aagnfl  wiemarmw, SHoisEEn,  Swrd  85ppunh
Eiasenad:  Gersmn. @fs  praossdar  udGsum

SIkiE RS MBS Cupl vwsTEUDDI subEd el

Jaffna Public Library — & historieal ompdlation

Hsugrggm,

HLbiTrmggn Blsufaemard  Guisiim  sTéBensn
Sufimh  sunssisa  sues  2fwrsr Sifsys  Aob
Gdnnens  SenemssOul_eng  arsmssl  @0dsd
semerii sugH 55 OstanghOUTTS asmir i s

B BEOEL vemwmaT @@mnﬁ.

Byeusd eupriGLD Llfley

Frusdidlal  Spss&s G EIDDsms
@Aty GLECupBmEss. wippsfn

snddng e Buid afs 0whis  Eross
dlensmflsad  GU(RbuTTS  ERsEmE  @ED S B
A mbs 5?.0;53 BISERAT S0 @BE m s
T T N Lo o1

23

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



BLCumBLsTemswier  Brodssiar slughisst eesybo Qup epyursemmy FOUCGwd GuL Supd
Brsveureyls uSCou@aend MPssOuCH ol L.

Qousiified g mrar QuimisHu @61 @m mIPU QWD e sTamg pewiy Cemoba sT(pFu
Qonflafwed £oy simigid pred upBu ssaIbSmNS 565 5.

Bivssdlar fenpoys psai Goousd euphislin’L @m Hm Osrens proser siepd wiy wimHES
RS _abeugiuenss ST Bb ufley e sepd PG N LMD, amEsiss snuorEGa SeuHenmd
Hminds  Osr@ssmoah prossens’ QuIniss ouendd Jmousend @bs BrosMTECa el s
Gousor(Hid.

2 _gngglenewi Lifley

Brwvsgdar o flimmg Quend Qsmsiondaiqus @nifey. Bsapd fsrer olewe  10fd s Qounswisooms
CumBOsTenswIs  BIovssT QEG ussiugmpsa. Gl mEs EIHGsTERs Fwr 29500 @b,
Boupmist  QumEOSTemSWIRT BHHOSHsT ausfliuns’ GubpeaTELD.

o _sng giemevos (Wfieisst oy mad Opr@eHeenst Geroumousr NTSTIOTEDOUS ST GLD.

(o) somfll Hops GSwmsamd pIHOSISH. - Qg wlvfuremeus Csips Hm. SiemTTTRAnsd
Sloujseiar Sisusfiiungb. (swory 700 mrsdaer)

(@) fm. 8 ousrsfulisd FIHOBIGE (swry 100 Bredse)

(8) 8. geré sweun FIHCSIGE (Fwuwd, ssgioud updu BIOS6 Sory §50)

(7) . sfCoaupieionar FIDOSTSE (swoni 600 BrsS6H)

() B¢ somgg OpneHOursig

(ea1) SGwhEs BINSSHOMES Dsudiins’ Qupp o s1sgGienss FIHOSISH.

DiCupned)  amiss  FIHOsTGHsmars  soly  Goiegds uw  Hoy Ay HIHOsTGHHET
s L sujsemngud Hmieushisemigns Astusfiiuni wmp. FIOGSHDGS STGION CUPHISILIL 19 (TS 8.

Qoisysns Siemewinifledar  Cufliply  eTEsmaswlsaiuamss s G fEg  Gurter  Gogud U
BT0OsTensslsdmb s fwend. sifouehd wpéduwrer v sewssamesHunissr CuITD BIsdGEST 1oL BLb
Grg @i elmuySepear.

S srefur swssaebund (Hrai@ uSisser)

DAofEsTemT 5608 6mehHHund

Qsreelurjed 560608 8 6eh Huwid

sighepran QP pI U soehfund (swry Qre® WIEEEEHES wpaiarT 15,0000muTes S,
B smwssmehfund eurhisin L G )

g Do e

FOWHEST Uiy &emedsenehHund
W(HS SIS HNES6EhHund
senwssaehfund (Ogaiena)
1o&1860e6s  &enevd & omeh Hund

© o NS ¢

(SIPEMBEHET  &enevd & 6meh Hiuud

10. sisgrflasr (LeGoumy SUHELILIL L6 )

U. Gpfismigser (LsCoumi susndiin’L emeu)
12. yolifwsd cuenFUL_BEEHD cueNILL. BHIVSEHLD

Benau paily  Qnifellsd v pdfuwrsr Cerdl mroOsEH, AfME Qspprd sop 105 ifgrer HID
eFipud @b Qubdmpser.

— 24 wimpiiurestii QUIFI FreosD — @@ aeTHmIS CHTEGLIL



2_a1p Hiemeniiflellsd TeSTVSLD MG SETENT  JMTES LGES  gHieusl  GuIL g mHES
NS sl Cuensaand sforeend @mBs Gid Osfwnosd wepbs oL e  GeoPenpil LWSTLEHSHw
Doy $s1ed GamamiL S aNESIHEHD Qain aHAsHE AlovASPaCin Swg APos Csl L sHHe!

Amieuy LG

Bl IPES wiged Qenmslitotu Bsé fvps Amieud prosd NelOmbs 8995 mrOSNeIyD
oot Qb siel L Wilrdsemdsiear Neha o diamssn eeiaurm guds &elsHamenCom?

wVihS (pSHEEH &1 Fmiqw Amieu] Hpnfufler swsctums isl Gfels Hidr mrossisd Sbensemuw
Buyssad, Qaflé@d samgsa uyds Qayddmssab, BIws o selurmiss sms Qamdnd Cal® sdHusmen
2 wéld FEheflGsod ouHL IFG@hmpsamner aeigond Curg eelanmy siEr @Esl feleard Hemsas
& 0lsmg 6wy wenlenebsarbn soiug srsGU Lyfubanfedens.

sTehFlw LNfleys e

ydlor  ghs@d, umen OeusfifiGsepd moussiu’qmps uvedlisd s Csslibamn  eraflad
DB MHS TOS oI GND Qb cpewlies Geldg & eplL iy mEser. e tous) wmgfsd o sier
sorusums gl o LCUISSHOBESI BEE  ausslIU I HES BIOEDTE &L el £ @
mousselvemm.  aehflulsiond mrosiia  Sgeuwasde  @EssiuC®E  Hps  Csswdp  Amy
BIH0sreOwrsi g i GELwr@HLb.

Sibst vwrisy Gueld mrvssdaiel ySHCsHaT CETESL eTwMMD FIOSENaT LS 1951 Heubg e mi
gnaaing Ozt & Qpsloundldmbs .

wnp prosse gror Gopbstemn @bs sSimusywnr wHid e wpgeursr Siiny.
wnpdumsr  Oung  prvsd @Eim @ UphsSUD Soaord el L Gl e Sideuneowrisshsrgib,
DAPourdmed usnL $3 whssfargnd eugormy st G Relsutg wpgbsHimen. Wl Qewsorsd wepis @is
Sifleureownd BewiBid o g Qs 1pCoaiug o mud.

wip. QUi prossded efldsiu’L.  udwniysssmsster  Brosdisr  embusdOBE S SiPaywstd
CumEILL & g igu FouBTs0oraTm o swiord SifleydsSi ugiyh sret QouwgmsHedsvens STRILIG]  6To0T )
DAHFWNG  HLOLTE D HWTHLD.

Tamil Times e ' —

(London) R e SR AT ,,
October 1981 “What sort of animals are these?” :
(President Speaks...) =~

* “What sort of animals are these?” cried Sri Lanka President Mr. J.R.J ayawardene referring to the -
widespread violence to which the Tamils of Sri Lanka were subjected to during July- August.

Speaking at the All Ceylon Executive Committee of the United National Party meeting held on
September 4, the President said: “I speak more in sorrow than in anger. Recent events throughout the
Island North, Centre and South show that the religions we profess do not seem to influence for the good
some of our people. I regret that some members of my party have spoken in Parliament and outside words.

‘that encourage violence and the murders, rapes and arson that have been committed.

. “How many of our party leaders throughout the country have spoken against the recent acts of
violence? What is the example we as leaders of the governing party are setting to our followers and to the
rest f our countrymen? I must have reasons to be proud of the party of which I am leader.

e ',“If I cannot, it is better for me to retire from the leadership of this party and let those who believe
that the - harming of innocent people and property that has happened recently is the way to solve the
problems that face this multi-racial mulfi-religious and multi-caste socnety,take over the leadershlp of the
party 2o S
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JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY
RESTORATION PROJECT

Published by Jaffna Municipal Council, in 1981 as a bi-lingual (Tamil &English) pamphlet in
15 pages. This publication contains the following Introduction foilowed by an Appeal by the
Jaffna Mayor Mr. Rajah Visuvanathan. This pamphlet also contains detailed drawings of
the proposed library building and some black and white photographs of the burnt down
library building.

GENERAL APPEAL BY
THE JAFFNA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

IT was the first of June,1981, and the hours of the night, when the priceless ~ollection of 97000
books and some rare manuscripts in the Jaffna Public Library were turned to ashes and a building which
was the architectural pride of the North burnt and severely damaged. Seven times since the fateful year of
the Island’s Independence (1948) have the Tamils of Ceylon suffered the humiliation of assault and arson,
killing and loot, and the rape of their women, but the attempt to bumn the repositories of their ancient
culture hurts beyond measure. It hurts the more since the perpetrators of this dark deed were no other than
the custodians of law and order maintained by the taxes of citizens, and the moment chosen for their
misguided action the eve of the election of what was believed to be the conciliatory gesture of the District
Development Council.

THE movement for a free public library in the City came in the wake of Universal Franchise
(1931) and the man behind was K.M.Chellappah. The year after Independence, Jaffna got municipal
status and its first Mayor Sam A.Sabapathy secured the approval of the Municipal Council to construct a
specially designed Library Building. The noted Indian Architect Narasimha Rao drew the plans for a
building in Dravidian style, in consultation with Library Expert S.R.Ranganathan, and the first stage of the
new building was completed and occupied in 1959. A grateful people remember Father T.M.F.Long, The
Asia Foundation and the Indian High Commission as among those who helped to make their dream a
reality. During these two decades and more the Library has developed rapidly, its book stock including
such collections as the Ananda K.Coomaraswamy Collection and the Isaac Thambiah Library collection.
Many seminars and exhibitions have been held.

WOULD that be realized that the loss is not just to the North and to learning among the Tamils?
Is it not a deep dent in the country’s intellectual system and a loss too to the international community of
learning? So don’t send to find for whom the bell tolls.

BUT, it has often times happened that such deep tragic experiences in the history of a people have
proved a turning point, where they turned disaster into a triumph. For example, was it not following the
Great Fire of 1666 that London was rebuilt, worthy to be something like the World's Capital City, thanks
to the genius of Sir Christopher Wren?
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IT is heartening therefore to note that on the advice of the Library Committee, the City Fathers
have commissioned the well-known Architect V.S.Thurairajah to plan for an enlarged and somewhat
redesigned building to serve the functions of a Public Library in the context of today. The new edifice,
normally the second stage of Narasimha Rao’s original plan and still faithful to its architectural style, will
be a three- storeyed block, with its entrance facing the West. The symbol of the harp, recalling Swami
Vipulananda’s epic writing on this theme, will adorn the central high tower over the new main entrance.
Be it noted, the Architect’s services are a labour of love.

WHEN completed, the new Public Library should provide ample room for all the services of a
modern Library conceived as an Educational Centre-Lending Library, Children’s Library, Newspapers and
Periodical Room, Reference Library, Conference Room, Exhibition area and Mobile Library Room,
Special Collection Room, Audio Visual Library, Study Rooms, Auditorium, not least, provision of a
specially designed access to the disabled in their wheeled chairs. It is hoped to have a system of Branch
Libraries, with some of these facilities, in different parts of the City. And, in the long term, it could become
the centre for a system of Libraries in the District and partake too of some of the characteristics of a
National Library for the Tamil people of Ceylon.

IT is for this noble cause that the Mayor of Jaffna, Raja Visuvanathan, has made his appeal to
institutions and individuals in every continent to help rebuild the Library and expand its services.

THE JAFFNA MAYOR’S
PUBLIC LIBRARY APPEAL

The wanton destruction of the Jaffna Public Library - a magnificent building that contained a
collection of 97 000 books and rare manuscripts is perhaps the most shamefully tragic event in the
island’s history. It is the more tragic in that it was deliberately done by the custodians of law and order
who plunged the city in arson and assault during the first week of June.

Jaffna it ig well known enjoys the reputation of being the intellectual and spiritual centre for the
Tamils of Ceylon, tnanks to an illustrious line of savants, statesmen and godmen. The names of Srila Sri
Arumuga Navalar, Ananda K.Coomaraswamy, Fr. Gnanapragasar, Sir Ponnambalam Brothers, Leaders of
Tamil Nationalism, G.G.Ponnambalam and Thanthai S.J.V.Chelvanayagam, and last but least Ven’ble Siva
Yoga Swamigal stand out among a huge host of immortals.

The Jaffna Public Library on its 50 years of existence attained a stature worthy of this tradition.
It is with reverence and gratitude that people remember stalwarts like K.M.Chellappa who mooted the idea
effectively, the first Mayor of Jaffna Sam A.Sabapathy who ventured on the building project with the
Council’s approval. Fr. TM.F. Long who sailed the high seas to collect funds, and institutions like the Asia
Foundation and the Indian High Commission which contributed substantially to fulfil the project.

While we deplore with the civilised world this barbarous act of cultural assassination we feel, we
should not lose time in restoring this symbol of our peerless heritage. We are therefore launching an appeal
for funds from friends and well-wishers, and we are confident you are in sympathy with our efforts.

“Adversity sees miracles” in the words of Shakespeare; and we are emboldened to reconstruct
modern library, with better amenities and more spacious accommodation while conforming to the
original plan in its essentials. '

We expect that you will want to contribute the maximum you could spare for a worthy cause like
this that is estimated to cost approximately Fifteen Million Rupees.

The Jaffna Public Library Trust Fund Account No. 2893 has been opened in Bank of Ceylon,
Jaffna and we shall be grateful if you can send your contribution direct to the Bank, with advise to us.

Thank you, ‘

Yours sincerely,

R Ussuvanathan
Mayor, Jaffna
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Donati,on from Malaysian MP
A Generous Gift of Rs. 50,000 has been made by Mr. Ponniah, the Malay51an M.P, to the
= equipping the 12 Public lerary
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DONATION- THE'COI;OMBO MUNICIP C UNCIL

il at its meeting on Monday

The Colombo Municipal Counc
from their allowances to re

should volunteer contributions
v Mr. D.W. Abeyakoon, an SLFP mem.ber of

The motion was moved b
Council. : S e

277. 81' as ecnded that members »

-build the Jaffna Public Library.
the Colombo Mumcnpal
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1981 October

ggnggr;gations within the Colomb
N rﬂ.l .81 for the restoration of tho

North 'E}IS* a national wealth : ?
’ . P:I: L}brary was re—openedvfor
" of the Jaffna Public
; - monument in rememb :

-Iaffna Pubh .
: c lerary
B s thOUgh an . . .
use CEEEe e netitation o
Library Wh?:hzv_vz Sligl in the Jaffna Town Hal -~ - " tion in the
L, urnt down wi R
incidents that 1 will not be rebuil
‘ Ook Plac;e in Jaffna between ;;Il;)tfh; IMay or said, but
; R , and June 8 this

stand
e

Tamil Times
(London)

1982 F e :
bl FOUNDATION LAID FOR LIBRARY

Jaffna Public Library was laid on Februéry

n  stone for the new building to house the
an, Mayor of Jaffna, Sri Lanka: - e
1 of Rupees Fifteen Million the new edifice, nominaily the second stagé of the-

hitectural style, will be a three--

Rao's original plan and still faithful to its arc
hitect Y;S;Thqrairajah who was commissioned to carry out.

“The foundatio
7,1982 by Mr.R.Visuvanath
oo To be built at a cos
“noted Indian Architect Narasimha
storeyed block with its entrance facing the west. Arc
the project has volunteered to do it as a labour of love. o ,
g The Jaffna mayor has made a public appeal for funds: The Jaftna Public Library Trust Fund Account
“No. 2893 has been opened in thi ank of Ceylon, Jaffna. Contributions could be sent direct to the bank.with

~adviee to the Mayor.

Ja - .
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The Jaffna M&§or .
expresses his gratitude™
published by the Jaffna Municipal Cotncil

(18.04.1983)

THE JAFFNA MAYOR THANKS
ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONDED
TO HIS PUBLIC LIBRARY APPEAL

1t was the 1st of June, 1981and during the curfew hours of the night of the then prevalent emergency when the
priceless collection of 97,000 books and some rare manuscripts in the Jaffna Public Library which was one of the largest
in South East Asia were turned to ashes and a Dravidian style architectural building- the pride of the North- was burnt
and severely damaged.

The civilised world has condemned it as a cultural genocide and a crime against humanity. But the attempt to
burn the repositories of their ancient culture hurts the Tamils beyond measure since the perpetrators of this dark deed
were no other than the custodians of law and order maintained by the tax-payers.

On the advice of the Library Committee, the City Fathers have commissioned the well known Architect Mr.
V.S.Thurairajah to plan for an enlarged and somewhat redesigned building to serve the functions of a Public Library in
the context of today.

When completed, the newly restored Public Library shall provide ample room for all the services of a modern
Library conceived as an educational centre-Lending Library, Children’s Library, newspapers and periodicals section,
Reference Library, Conference room, Exhibition area and a Mobile Library room, Special collections room, Audio
Visual Library, Study room, an Auditorium etc. not least with the provision of a specially designed access to the disabled .
in their wheel chairs.

The new edifice, nominally the 3rd Stage of Mr. Narasiman’s original plan and still faithful to the Dravidian
Architectural style will be a two-storeyed block with its entrance facing the west. The symbol of the harp recalling
Swami Vipulananda’s epic writing on this theme will adorn the central high tower over the new main entrance.

Hence, the restoration and reconstitution of the Jaffna Public Library is being taken up in two parts. The 3rd
stage of the original plan will appear as an extension to the existing building at an estimated cost of Rs. 30,17,632 for
which the work has already commenced and is in progress.

Whereas the restoration and reconstitution of the Northern Wing of the existing building has been completed at
an estimated cost of Rs. 2,93,296. We are glad to inform you that we have resumed the basic services of the Jaffna Public
Library in a nuclear format as from the last Human Rights Day (i.e. on 10th December, 1982) and with the books
donated by supporters and well-wishers the Reference Library has already started functioning there. The newspapers and
periodicals sections that were earlier housed for want of space in a portion of the Jaffna Town Hall too has now been
shifted there. We are hoping to open the Children's Section and the Lending Library by the end of April, 1983.

The sum so far collected as at April 14th 1983 towards the restoration and reconstitution of the Jaffna Public
Library is Rs. 44,54,907.72

Recently the American Embassy has donated books on two different occasions to the tune of about 4 lakhs and
has promised further assistance in the future as well.

The World Council of Churches which has already donated in cash a$um of Rupees One and a half Lakhs to
the Jaffna Public Library Trust Fund through the Jaffna Christian Union, has again donated a further sum of Rupees One
Million to the same Organisation for the purchase of books to be donated to the Library in its name.
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We have already received a consignment ol forty four tea chests full of books from London from the Standing
Committee on Tamils® affairs there and another consignment of eleven tea chests full of books from Melbourne Eelam
Tamil Association. Although we would very much like to do so, in order to make this report brief, we beg to be excused
for not mentioning all the individual contributions in detail,

While expressing my sincere th®¥sks and appreciation to all those Institutions and individuals in every Continent
for the help and assistance they have rendered to rebuild the Library and expand its services. | take this opportunity on
the eve of relinquishing my post as Mayor of Jaffna, to request every one of you to remember to observe the forth-com-
ing 2nd anniversary of the wanton destruction caused to the Jaffna Public Library in a fitting manner this vear and con-
tinue to do so thereafter on the 1st of June every year,

Kindly circular this letter of mine s0 as to convey my thanks and gratitude to every single individual who has
contributed for this noble cause,

R.Visuvanathan

Mavor of laffna
Town Hall
Jafina

1804 1983

(Reprinted from an eight page bi-lingual pamphlet titled ‘The Jaffna Mayor
expresses his gratitude’ published by the Jaffna Municipal Council and
printed by St. Joseph’s Catholic Press, Jaffna on 18.04.1983)
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INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES OF
THE JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY

- Mrs. R.Nadarajah, Librarian -

the burnt library as a symbol of immortality, the Jaffna man’s
cultural heritage. It is now a standing monument of the
indestructibility of the vision that inspired our forbears.

Temples of knowledge and men of profound scholarship never
perish. They pass on to the future generation all that is estimable and
the library is one of those gifts. Our Jaffna Public Library is an excellent
example of this fact, it has emerged with a new life and a new glory.
The library with its original 13,000 Sq.ft. has spread itself all over the
Public Library Square and now covers almost twice its former area. This
expansion has facilitated the assembling of the undermentioned
sections of an institution under a single roof.

Phoenix-like the Jaffna Public Library has risen from its own ashes of

CLOAK ROOM

Bags, parcels, books files etc brought by readers are expected to
be handed over here and a token obtained, and returned before
collection of articles. This will not apply to readers proceeding upstairs
to the study.

SECURITY DESK

Every borrower removing books from the library should produce
them at the exit security desk for checking.

EXHIBITION AREA

The lobby will form a permanent exhibition area with the display
of oil paintings of revered leaders, photocopies of ancient books,
manuscripts, works of arts, handicrafts etc., of indigenous items. Also
an illuminated glass almirah will display latest additions of books in the
library. Picture postcards of the Jaffna scenery will also be available for
sale. :
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LENDING SECTION

At present the lending section cover-
ing an area of 2,100 Sq.ft. is housed in the
right wing of the ground floor.  This section
after the June, 1981 fire mishap-was opened
to the public on 14th of July, 1983. For lack of
space, the children’s section which is now
housed in this area will, with the opening
ceremony be shifted to the renovated
building of the former children library that
was burnt.

As the space allocated to the lending
section has become inadequate, it is proposed
to convert the entire ground floor into the
lending section making a square area of twice
2,1005q.ft . With over four hundred readers a
day, and the additions of several thousands of
books, this expansion has become imperative.

Lending section is open to all members
of the Jaffna Public over14 years of age with
special conditions to residents outside Jaffna
Municipal limits. It is open to members from
08.00 to 19.30 on all days excepting Mondays
and Public Holidays.

The lending section is wellstocked
with books in Englign and Tamil to suit the
tastes of the most a stute and discerning
readers.Books in various subjects from up-to-
the minute fiction to old historical novels,
biographies, travel, literature, art, religion,
science, economics, etc. are available.

The book shelves have been arranged
in accordance with the standard library prac-
tice to enable readers to have access to books
without any delay. The entire section is well
ventilated with natural light pouring in.

CHILDREN’S SECTION

This section is housed in the
connecting link between the main and new
building covering an area of 1,600 Sq.ft.
Special thanks are due to Lion’s International
District 306B and Reddbarna of Norway who
provided funds for the complete renovation,
re-decoration, furniture, fittings and toilet
facilities of this section.

It is open on all days excepting
Mondays and Public Holidays. On week days
(excluding Mondays) it is open from 11.30 to
18.00 and during week-ends and school
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vacations, it is open from 08.30 to 18.00.
Books in all three languages, English, Tamil
and Sinhala are well stocked in shelves easily
accessible to children. Also, furniture is
especially designed and executed in various
colours to suit children from 07 to 14 years.
Regular children’s programmes such as
handicraft hours, drawing hours, story telling
hours. musical programmes are conducted.
The story hours, singing, speech making,
intelligent quiz etc. will be conducted in the
miniature park just adjoining this section.

NEWSPAPER AND
PERIODICAL SECTION

Soon after the burning of the library
on First of June 1981, this section and the
children’s section were the first to be
re-opened to the public. Temporarily they
were housed in the Town Hall building. After
the renovation the former was shifted to the
ground floor lobby. As this is the most widely
patronised area of the library, it will be
shifted again to a more spacious area of the
new wing covering an extent of 2,100 Sq. ft.
This section is open from 08.00 to 20.00 to all
members of the Public on all days of the year.
Special features of this section is the lending
of general periodicals to card holding
members.

A wide range of popular periodicals
for recreational reading and current
information in local and foreign affairs is
available.

English and Tamil news-papers, both
local and foreign are available; and some
Sinhala dailies are also available to cater to
Sinhala reading public. There are also
Government Publications.

AUDITORIUM

This section is to be housed in the right
wing of the ground floor of the new building
covering an area of 2,100 Sq.ft. Auditorium
walls will be specially constructed with
wooden panels and floor tiered with special
seats to accommodate 200 patrons.

This section will be used for seminars,
lectures, conferences, exhibition, film shows,
etc.
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FOR THE HANDICAPPED

The needs of the disabled and the
handicapped are receiving our attention.
Mention must be made of the fact that in the
new wing steps are taken to construct a Ramp
to enable disabled person to enter the library
in their own wheel chairs. Also devices are
being planned to provide easy access to such
persons in to the Newspapers and Periodicals
Section, Children’s Section, Lending library
and to the Auditorium.

To those deprived of their eyesight the
name of Helen Keller is an eternal inspiration.
It is therefore, our desire and prime duty to
go all out to offer even in a small was a
‘Braille’ section to develop the potential of
this category of the handicapped.

THE STACK AREA

This is housed in the mezzanine floor
of the inter-connecting link covering an area
of 1,600 Sq.ft. Bound volumes of Government
Publications, back numbers of special and
general periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets,
and less used books are stored here.

REFERENCE SECTION

At present this section is housed in the
right wing of the main building covering an
area of 2,100 Sq.ft. This section is open to all
members of Jaffna Public. Books in every field
of learning mostly in English received as
donation from various sources are well
stocked in open shelves according to Dewey
Decimal Classification and are readily avail-
able with a knowledgeable librarian in
charge.

Collections of ready reference books
such as Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, Year
Books, Bibliographies, Hand Books, Atlases
are shelved separately, learning in education-
al, historical, scientific and cultural areas.

Majority of books received as
donations are mainly in English and very few
in Tamil and Sinhala. The public need for
Tamil reference books has not been fulfilled
even to a small extent and the call for same is
increasing daily. Therefore , it will be a great

boom if this dearth is fulfilled by way of
complimentary copies, from those who can
kindly placed them with the library. As many
of these books are out of print and are not
procurable this short-coming can only be
met by the rare breed of avid collectors of
such volumes who should willingly respond to
this appeal. Invaluable Ola and Hand-written
manuscripts and rare special collections which
are now on the ash heap can perhaps never
be replaced, but we still hope that there are
families and individuals who own such
rarities. We also appeal to them to donate
such collections to this library. Our special
thanks are due to Embassies, The Asia
Foundation,The British Council, American
Center, The Canadian Organisation for
Development Through Education, The
Central British Fund for Tamil Refugees
Rehabilitation, The Jaffna Christian Union,
The Citizen Committee of Sri Lanka and
National Library Services Board of Sri Lanka.
The Jaffna University Students Council which
has donated several latest editions of books
of educational and cultural value deserves
special mention. Also our thanks are due to
Leo Club of St. John's Clege, Jaffna Central
College, Jaffna and several individuals too
numerous to thank individually who has
unstintingly brought their entire collection to
our very door. ,

Other than educational books,
Government publications, Newspaper clip-
pings, Pamphlets, TOEFL Cassettes are also
available.

SPECIAL COLLECTION ROOM

This section will be situated opposite
the reference section. Books pertaining to Sri
Lanka, Jaffna District will be kept here. Jaffna
collection will consist of both books on Jaffna
from ancients to the present day and books
written by Sri Lankan Tamil Authors. Books
and other materials will be stored in glass
cupboards for this purpose. Ten glass
cupboards have been bought and the
collection work has started. Research books,
rare books, ooks on Sri Lanka and Books
written by foreign authors on Sri Lanka also
will be collected.
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A photocopying service will be made
available facilitate taking photocopies of
relevant documents needed by students and
researchers.

A Micro-Form Reader Bnit has been
donated by a well-wisher and it will be
accommodated in this section. Micro photo
copying services will commence soon after
the completion of the building.

AUDIO-VISUAL SECTION

This will house a Video-viewing
equipment with cassettes of topical interest
such as science, space travel, animal life and
other allied subjects of an educational nature.

Facilities for listening to cassettes and
records also will be provided.

STUDY ROOM

This section is to be situated with
individual seating accommodation for a
Hundred in the left wing upper floor of the
new building to enable students to use it for
study with books amd notes of their own or
those borrowed from the Library.

ADMINISTRATION SECTION

This section will be situated in the
lobby of the upper floor of the main building
covering an area of 900 Sq. ft. Donations are
received and old editions, out dated,
multiple copies etc are disposed of at this
point. Processes of work such as accessioning,
classifying, cataloguing, binding are done
here.

This section will be shifted to the right
wing upper floor of the new building. In due
course the Librarian’s Office and the Office of
the staff will also be shifted to this area.

ART GALLERY

This section is situated on the second
floor of the main building right under the
dome. This dome has been specially designed
with glazed windows for sufficial lighting.
Also niches are provided to enable portraits
and paintings to be hung conveniently. On
both left and right of this gallery, the flat roof
gives panoramic view of the entire Jaffna
Town making it possible to view a few square
miles of our scenic beauties.

SPECIAL APPEAL

This resume of an invaluable social
amenity would be incomplete if the readers -
the co-partners in this enterprise were not
taken into confidence, the Jaffna Public
Library resurrected so marvellously and
within a comparatively short time is the
nerve-centre of Jaffna’s intellectual system.
The story of its rebirth is the story of the
splendid response to our call for help. It is
therefore, up to the users of this facility to
make themselves worthy of it, by using the
books and periodicals with care letting no
room for vandalism of any sort, not even
disfiguring or much less mutilating articles in
their care. It has become necessary to make a
special appeal. In the new set up the need for
a new out look on the part of us is
particularly great and we are confident they
will co-operate.
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This article is reprinted from the Commemorative Souvenir published by
the Jaffna Municipal Council on 04-06-1984 Opening of the Rehabilitated
building of the Jaffna Public Library. Mrs. Rupawathy Nadarajah was the Chief
Librarian of the Public Library during the period of Destruction in 1981 and its
restoration in 1984.




Saturday Review

(Sri Lanka) ’
1984 May 26 PUBLlC; LlBRARY RISES OUT OF THE ASHES

SE The third stage in the- reconstrucuon of the J affna Pubhc L1brary Wthh ‘was destroyed by khakr clad Gund:-
from the South on st June 1981, will be inaugurated on 4th Jun :

At noon on that day, AAmrrthalmgam the: Secretary-Genera f the Tamil Umted leeratron From Wi
ceremonially open a wing constructed at a- cost nearly Rs. 3 million.In the first stage of reconstruction, the northe—
wing, the lobby and ground and first floors were repalred The second stage centred on the restoratlon of the chlldrer
section, This work cost nearly Rs. 240,000, : E
: On the: recommendation - of the LlOHCl Fernando Commrttee, Rs_ ;mrlhon was granted 0 the Lrbrary z-
compensatlon from the President's Fund. ‘Another Rs.3.2 million was raised through public donatrons S

~ So far, about 45,000 books have been received by the Lrbrary as gifts from variou

orgamsanons both in Sri Lanka and abroad. About 35,000 of the books have now- been catalogued .

At the trrne of the destructlon .the Library housed nearly 100,000 books, some of which were not available
elsewhere ,

“Atthe functlo' ith Ind
to the lerary by Mr.S.J.S. Chatwal ngh Commlssmrrer for India; =~ :

~Arrangements -for the function are ‘in- the hands of the Lrbrary comrmttee h
MUmcrpal Commrssroner . Fhe R : R

vi,duals and

Saturday Review
(Sri Lanka)
1985 July 06

“The ‘Security forces” have to therr credit hatrick performance First it was s the Jaffna Pubhc ler' i stroyed
in 1981. Then came the burning of Hartley College library earlier this year followed by the htmng of the Collectron of
500 odd books belonging to one Nagamani Vijayaratnam in Point Pedro: = : :
- He (Principal of Hartley College) wondered whether the Government wotild wrth a sensé of remorse arrange
for assistant to restore and reconstitute the hundred year old library burnt down by security forces on September 1.
This raise the question of what compensation the Government paid: for the wanton destruction, again- by
secunty forces, of the Jaffna Public Library in 1981 on the eve of the election to the DDC. "The information showed that
it had not heeded the recommendation of ‘Lionel: Fernando Committee that Rs, 10 million be paid by the State for
rebuilding the library and the President instead had just allotted just Rs. 1 million from his relief fund for the purpose.

Saturday Review
(Sri Lanka)

1984 Sept. 08 kAnother L|brary up in Flame

2t Wil the Govemment render any assrstance in restoring and reconstructing the century -old
Wesleyan Hartley College Lrbrary at Point Pedro destroyed by arson by the Sr1 Lankan Secur1ty
Force on 2nd September? ' :
2+ This is the obvious question agltatmg the minds of educat10n1sts and the student populatlon

: They know too" well tyat although the Lionel Fernando Commission ¢ omrnended the
payment of Rs. 1 million as compensatron for the destruction caused to the Jaffna Public Library in
June 1981 the money was not paid. - V
Burning of libraries anywhere are acts of cultural genocide nting to the ¢ inst
humanlty But when the acts are performed by the very forces maintained at the expense of the
citizen to preserve law and order it is shocking.. ; ' :
The people of the North are watchrng for the
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Saturday Review
(Sri Lanka)

1984 June 02

hese ‘doubts?

| Saturday Review
(Sri Lanka)

1985 July 06

1anguages were presented by the ngh Commrsswner of Indla M. J N D1x1t o the Mumelpal Commlssroner of Jaffna,
Mr. C.V.K. Sivagnanam on 25th June at the Indian High Commission in Colombo. These books worth nearly Rs. 3 lakhs,
have been grfted by the Tamr[ Nadu ‘Government through the. Govemment of Imha-for the Jaffna-Pubhc Lrbrary -which
was partlal}y destroyed by fire in June 19817 and has not been renovated : <
“The books whrch were recewed in 1983, could not be presented carlier due tor disturbed condltrons in the area.
This collection of books is the first 1nstalment for the Jaffna Pubhc hbrary out of the Rs 1 125 m11110n worth of books
ealmarked by the Tamil Nadu Government. - i
At the presentatlon ceremony; the ngh Comrmssroner rdentifled the background agamst Wthh the
presentatlon of books to the Jaffna Public lerary had been possrble at. thls Juncture ‘He said that the presentatlon
symbohsed the-new begmnmg that had been made in the quest for peace m Sri Lanka as: alsoreturn t
was: the aim of the process. - S
“He hoped that the process would continue and be essfu,l There ‘was a cessation of hostile acts or cease- f1re
- whatever name be giver to it --and. the fact remained that there has. been a defusion of violence. The restcrauon and
renovation of the Jaffna Public Library.and the installation of those books. there would, he hoped ‘enable young people
whether Tamil; Sinhala, Muslim or Christian to read, think and-act with understandmg, good-will and harmony::
© UM Srvagnanam in his reply expressed his deep gratitude on behalf of the Municipal Council and people of
Jaffna, who he said, was deeply indebted and thankful to Prime: Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the Government of India,
Chief Minister of Tamﬂ Nadu Mr. M.G. Ramachandran and the Governmentrof Tam1l Nadu, as.well as the Late Sr1math1
Indira Gandhi for the gifts of these books, which, he said , wo ist in_the Testoration of ni
underway in Jaffna
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indirectly in the rehabilitation and re-construction of the Jaffna Public Library.
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record purposes:-

1. His Excellency J.R.Jayewardene President of the Republic of Sri Lanka for
releasing Rs. 2 million out of the President’s Fund and for future contributions to be
made.

2. The Jaffna Municipal Council in Office up to 31st May, 1983 headed by Mr. Rajah
Visuvanathan, Mayor, for the initiative and involvement in the project.

3. Mr. A.Amirthalingam, former M.P. for Kankesanthurai and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament for securing contributions, especially for having been
responsible for obtaining compensation from the Government.

4. Mr. M.Sivasithambaram, former M.P. for Nallur, Mr. V.Yogeswaran, former M.P.
for Jaffna and Mr. A M.Alalasuntharam former M.P. for Kopay for their assistance in
securing contribution.

5. Mr. V.S.Thurairajah, Architect, his Associates and staff for the architectural
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6. Rev. Fr. G.A . Francis Joseph, Rector, St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna for having
organised the Flag Day collections in the various schools which brought in more than
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co-operation along with the Director of Education for giving the required approval.
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Messrs V.S.Thurairajah (Architect), V.R. Vadivetkarasan, K.Kandasamy (Attorney -
at - Law), S.Thiruchelvam, 1.T.Sambanthan, E.Shanmugam and S.P.Samy for
organising the Library Week in Colombo and assisting in the collections. Mr.
Vadivetkarasan deserves special mention for having organised the Dance recital of
Tamil Nadu State Dancer Miss Swarnamuke in aid of the Fund. We are very
thankful to Miss Swarnamuke also.
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9. Mr. R Paskaralingam, Secretary, Ministry of Local
Government, Housing and Construction for granting the
necessary authority for the expenditures, engagement of
staff and for the rendition of services by the Officers of the
Building Department especially Dr.(Miss) P. Sivapragasa
pillai, Chief Structural Engineer and Mr. P.Naganathar,
Senior Structural Engineer.

10. Dr. (Miss) P. Sivapragasapillai for having guided us in
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11. Mr. P.Naganathar, Senior Structural Engineer of the
Department of Buildings for providing continuous advice
on the spot and for making available his services at all
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towards the rehabilitation of the Children’s Section and
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K.Murugaratnam, S.Murugavel, S.Ambikaipahan, Mrs.
R.Ratna Navaratnam and Mr. N.Sabaratnam for their
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available to the public.
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17. Mr. V.Satchithananthan, former Works Engineer for
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Consulting Engineer and Mr. N.Nadesan for serving as
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18. Mr. A. Jayarajah, Contractor, for having taken pains
during the period of construction and for having
completed the work with dedication and interest. His
personnel too deserve special reference for the interest
with which they worked on the project.

19. All those living beyond the shores of this country who
had made contributions towards the project, Reference
should be made to the Tamil Association of Alberta,
Canada, Mauritius Tamil Temple Federation of Rose Hill,
Mauritius, Tamil Association of Australia, Tamil
Organisations of U.K. like Standing Committee of the
Tamil Speaking Peoples, London, Thiruvalluvar Tamil
School etc., France Tamils Organisation, Norway Tamil
Association, and Tamils living in Germany, Zambia,
Nigeria, Nairobi, Brunei, Norway, Botswana, U.S.A,
Malaysia, Tamil Nadu and other countries who had made
contributions.

20. The Tamil Nadu Government headed by Chief
Minister, Hon. M.G.Ramachandran, Finance Minister
Hon.V.R.Nedunchelian, = Minister of  Education
Hon.V. Aranganayagam, The Director of Public Libraries,
Tamil Nadu for donating books to the value of Indian
Rs.5 lakhs.

21. The Indian High Commission in Sri Lanka for taking
up the responsibility for transporting the books from
Madras to Jaffna.

22. The Canadian and British High Commissioners and the
American Ambassador and the British Council for
donating books.

23. All those who had made contributions in cash and
donated books who may not have been specifically
mentioned here or elsewhere.

C.V.K.Sivagnanam

Municipal Commissioner

Jaffna
21.05.84

Library 04-06-1984

Extracted from the Commemorative Souvenir Opening
of the Rehabilitated Building of the Jaffna Public
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Indictment Against Sei Lanka

Destruction of Jaffna Puplic Library
May/June 1981

Virginia Leary:

Ethnic Conflict and Violence in Sri Lanka - Report of
a Mission to Sri Lanka on behalf of the International
Commission of Jurists, July/August 1981.

“...a large group of police (estimated variously
from 100-200) went on rampage on the nights of May 31-
June 1 (1981) and June®1-2 burning the market area of
Jaffna, the office of the Tamil Newspaper, the home of the
member of Parliament for Jaffna and the Jaffna Public
Library... The widespread damage in Jaffna as a result of
the actions of the police were evident during the visit of the
ICJ observer in Jaffna in August...

The destruction of the Jaffna Public Library was
the incident which appeared to cause the most distress to
the people of Jaffna. The ICJ observer heard many
comments from both Sinhalese and Tamils concerning the
senseless destruction by arson of this most important
cultural centre in the Tamil area.

The Movement for Inter-racial Justice and
Equality sent a delegation to Jaffna to investigate the June
occurrences. The delegationis report, in referring to the
arson of the Public Library, stated, ‘If the Delegation were
asked which act of destruction had the greatest impact on
the people of Jaffna, the answer would be the savage attack
on this monument to the leamning and culture and the
desire for learning and culture of the people of Jaffna...
There is no doubt that the destruction of the Library will
leave bitter memories behind for many years....”

The 95,000 volumes of the Public Library
destroyed by the fire included numerous culturally
important and irreplaceable manuscripts........ The
government should lead a major national and international
effort to rebuild and develop the Jaffna Public Library
destroyed by arson by police in June 1981. Such an effort

Jaffna Public Library — A historicalocompitation

would evidence the respect the government for the
cultural rights of the Tamils, help to remedy a serious
injustice done to the Tamil community and contribute to
restoring Tamil confidence in the government...

A primary concern of the government should be
the physical security of the minority Tamil population and
the avoidance of future communal violence so frequently
directed against Tamils in the past... In this regard the
government should pursue a vigorous policy of
investigation and prosecution of police officers  respon-
sible for the burning of many areas in Jaffna in May/June
1981.”

Nancy Murray,

The State against the Tamils in Sri Lanka -Racism
and the Authoritarian State - Race & Class , '
Summer 1984

“With several high ranking Sinhalese security
officers and two cabinet ministers, Cyril Mathew and
Gamini Dissanayake (both self confessed Sinhala
supremacists), present in the town (Jaffna), uniformed
security men and plainclothes thugs carried out some well
organised acts of destruction.

They burned to the ground certain chosen targets
- including the Jaffna Public Library, with its 95,000
volumes and priceless manuscripts, a Hindu temple, the
office and machinery of the independent Tamil daily news
paper Eelanadu.. Four people were killed outright. No
mention of this appeared in the national newspapers, not
even the burning of the Library, the symbol of the Tamils”
cultural identity. The government delayed bringing in
emergency rule until 2 June, by which time key targets had
been destroyed.”
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Suatement of Sri Lanka Opposition Parties,in June
1981 quoted in Satchi Ponnambalam, Sri Lanka, the
National Question and the Tamil Liberation Struggle,

Zed, 1983

“More than 100 shops have been broken, bumnt,
looted; market squares in Jaffna and Chunnakam look as if
they have been bombed in wartime; several houses have
been looted and badly damaged; the house of the MP for
Jaffna has been reduced to ruins; several deaths have
occurred at the hands of the state armed personnel; the
headquarters of the Tamil United Liberation Front in the
heart of Jaffna has been destroyed; the public library in
Jaffna - the second largest library in the island with over
90,000 volumes - has been reduced to ashes.

Even more reprehensible are the facts that these
outrages should have taken place when cabinet ministers
and several leaders of the security services were
personally present in Jaffna directing affairs, and that a
section of the security services, which had been sent there
to maintain law and order, had been directly involved.”

Francis Whelen,
New Statesman and Nation, 17 July 1981,
visiting Jaffna soon after the destruction of the Library

“Today its rooms are thickly carpeted with half
burnt pages, fluttering in the breeze which comes through
broken windows. Inspecting the charred remains, I met a
heart broken lecturer from the local teacher training
college. ‘The Sinhalese were jealous of the library, he said.
‘I used to come here every day to prepare lectures and
tutorials. Now I shall have to go to Colombo and some of

s 9

these books aren’t available even there’.

Orville H.Schell,

Chairman of the Americas Watch Committee,
and Head of the Amnesty International 1982
fact finding mission to Sri Lanka

“It is regrettable that the government did not
institute an independent investigation to establish

responsibility for these killings (in May/June 1981) and
take measures against those responsible. Instead, one
police officer involved was promoted and emergency
legislation was introduced facilitating further killings.”

Sri Lanka President Premadasa

speaking at a Muslim College in Puttalam in October
1991 in the aftermath of the impeachment resolution
against him. sponsored by UNP dissidents led by
Mr.Lalith Athulathamudalai and Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake.

“During the District Development Council
elections in 1981, some of our party members took many
people from other parts of the country to the North,
created havoc and disrupted the conduct of elections in the
North. It is this same group of people who are causing
trouble now also. If you wish to find out who burnt the
priceless collection of books at the Jaffna Library, you
have only to look at the faces of those opposing us.”

Satchi Ponnamblam,
Sri Lanka, The National Question and the Tamil
Liberation Struggle, Zed 1983.

“The TULF MPs took their battle into parliament.
They moved a vote of no confidence in the government, on
the grounds that the May-June 1981 violence in Jaffha had
been state sponsored and amried out by Sinhalese
Ministers and high ranking government officials present
on the spot.

The government responded by going on the
offensive. What followed was the most raciallypoisonous
verbal vendetta in Sri Lanka’s parliamentary history. In the
debate that followed one Sinhalese MP called for the
return of the traditional death penalty which ‘tears the
offender’s body limb by limb.’

They sought to remove the (Tamil) Leader of the
Opposition. To general amazement they brought in a
motion of no confidence in him on the grounds that he did
not ‘enjoy the confidence of the Government’!.. The
Speaker overruled a point of  order that the motion was
not within the powers of the House.”

“Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advance and its

benefits.”

- Article 27.1 of the Universal Declarat.on of Human Rights
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The Parliamentary Debate

“IT there is discrimination in this land which is not their (Tamil) homeland, then why try to stay here. Why not
g0 back home (India) where there would be no discrimination, There are your kovils and Gods. There you have your cul-
ture, education, universities etc. There ygu are masters of your own fate....

[f the sleeping Sinhalese wake lip to see the Tamils trying to establish a Tamil Eelam in Sri Lanka, then things
may not be quite calm. 1t would be advisable for the Tamils not to disturb the sleeping Sinhala brother. Everybody knows
that lions when  disturbed are not peaceful "

- Mr.W.J.M. Lokubandara, M.P.
in Sri Lanka’s Parliament, July 1981,

“If we are governing, we must govern. 1f we are ruling, we must rule. Do not give into the minorities. We are
born as Sinhalese and as Buddhists in this country. Though we are in a majority, we have been surrendering to the
minority community for four years. Let us rule as a majority community.”

- Mrs. Wimala Kannangara MLP., Minister for Rural Development,
in Sri Lanka’s Parliament, July 19581,

“Now, Sir... what should we do to this so called leader of the Tamils? If [ were given the power, [ would
tie him to the nearest concrete post in this building and horsewhip him till [ raise him to his wits. Thereafter let any-
body do anything he likes - throw him into the Beire (lake) or into the sea, because he will be so mutilated that 1 do not
think there will be life in him. That is war.”

- Mr.D.M. Chandrapala, Sinhala MLP. for Kundasale
in Sri Lanka’s Parliament, July 1981,

“Since yvesterday morming, we have heard in this honourable House about the various types of punishment that
should be meted out to them (Tamil Parliamentary leaders).

The MP for Panadura (Dr Neville Fernando) said there was a punishment during the time of the Sinhalese Kings,
namely, two arecanut posts are erected, the two posts are then drawn toward each other with a rope, then tie cach of the
feet of the offender to each post and then cut the rope which result in the tearing apart the body. These people also
should be punished in the same way.

...some members suggested that they should be put to death on the stake: some other members said that their
passports shouldbe confiscated: still other members said that they should be stood at the Galle Face Green and shot, The
people of this country want and the government is prepared to inflict these punishments on these people,”

- Mr. G.V.Punchinilame, Sinhala M.P. for Ratnapura
in Sri Lanka’s Parliament, July 1981.
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Burning of the Jaffna Library

A Konstradt for Thousands of Tamils
May 1992 - Eleventh Anniversary

- Nadesan Satyendra -

Konstradt. The draconian Soviet suppression of

the sailoris revolt on the island of Konstradt near
Petrograd during the revolution in 1917, served to turn
many socialist sympathisers away from the Soviet
Union. Louis Fischer commented:

“What counts decisively is the ‘Konstradt’.
Until its advent, one may waver emotionally or doubt
intellectually or even reject the cause altogether in
oneis mind and yet refuse to attack it. I had no
‘Konstradt’ for many years.”

The burning of the Jaffna Public Library by the
Sinhala police on the night of the st of June 1981 served
as a Konstradt for many thousands of Tamils who until
then had wishfully thougn. that they would be able to live
with dignity and self respect with the Sinhala people and
that despite everything, answers to problems of
discrimination would be found through the Parliamentary
process.

It was not simply that these Tamils were unable to
dismiss the attack on the library as the action of looters and
arsonists who had gone out of control. It was not simply

“that they knew that looters and arsonists do not usually
attack libraries. It was also that these Tamils knew that the
attack was launched by large numbers of Sinhala police
men whilst senior Government Ministers were in Jaffna,
on a special visit, together with a contingent of high
ranking Sinhala security personnel.

Again, though on the previous night i.e. the 31st
of May, the policemen had attacked the Jaffna Market
buildings and the house of the Jaffna Member of
Parliament, emergency was not declared. Curfew was not
imposed. Strange actions indeed, if, as the Sinhala
Ministers sought to make out later, the Sinhala police had
‘mutinied’ and were ‘out of control’. Emergency was not
declared till after the Library was burnt on the following
night. Furthermore, despite the protestations of the Sinhala
Ministers that the police had gone on a frolic of their own,
no inquiry was ever held into the events of the 31st May
and the 1st of June. No effort was made to bring the guilty
to justice. And when the Tamil leader of the opposition

It was Louis Fischer who in the 1940s wrote about

Jaffna Public Library — A historical compjlation

sought to bring a motion of no confidence against the
Sinhala Ministers who had been present in Jaffna on those
fateful days, the ruling Sinhala political party pre empted
the move by bringing a motion of no confidence on the
Leader of the Opposition! It was reportedly the first and
only time that a motion of no confidence had been moved
by a ruling party, on the leader of the opposition in an
parliament, anywhere in the world. A point of order raised
against the no confidence motion was overruled by the
Speaker.

And, the debate on the motion was used to
launch a well orchestrated campaign of vitriolic abuse
and threats, intended to insult and intimidate the Tamil
people, and subdue their reaction to the events of the
nights of the 31st May and 1st June. If the burning of
the Jaffna library was the pre meditated injury that
was inflicted on the Tamil people on the 1st of June,
eleven years ago, then the parliamentary debate on the
no confidence motion was the calculated insult that was
added to the injury.

But that was not all. As Nancy Murray writes in
‘The State against the Tamils in Sri Lanka - Racism and
the Authoritarian State.’

‘While Sinhalese MPs discussed in parliament
how to best kill (the Tamil parliamentary leaders), Tamil
peasants were actually being murdered by organised gangs
in the border areas of Batticaloa and Amparai. During July
and August (1981), Tamils in the East and South,
including the hill country plantation workers, were
terrorised and made homeless. Women were raped and at
least twenty five people perished. The attacks, many by
well organised goon squads, were widely believed to be
directed by members of the ruling UNP, among them close
friends of the President.’

Thousands of Tamils, both young and old, had
their ‘Konstradt’ in the burning of the Jaffna Public
Library. They were compelled to face upto the political
reality that the Sinhala government was bent on
subjugating the Tamil people and bending them to its
will. They were compelled to recognise that the Sri
Lanka Parliament was no place for a Tamil with self
respect.
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Puthumai P?ﬁ
(London
1992

The Jaffna Central Library

Extracted from : Puthumai Penn
Souvenir of the photographic Exhibitation 1992
Organised by
International Federation of Tamils, London

that Jaffna needed a Library of significance.
A library association was inaugurated and
the Municipal Council was advised to
administer the Trust Fund. A new building
was to be built for the Jaffna Central Library
and to equip it in such a manner so as to
make it become a cultural centre in the truest
and fullest sense.
The Library was meant to reflect
Tamil culture within and Dravidian/
architecture without. The chief architect
of Madras Mr.V.M.Narasimhan drew
up plans for the building.
After discussions with heads /
of local bodies, educational
institutions, teachers, school
inspectors, doctors, lawyers
and governmental officials,
Dr. S5.R.Ranganathan, Pro-
fessor of Librarianship at
the University of Delhi
came to the conclusion, /
that the Central
Library should be
sited in Jaffnad
Town. The second
step was

I n the late forties leading educationists felt

scheme by establishing similar branch
libraries in each of the adjoining local body's
areas until the entire Jaffna district was
embraced by this scheme. The next step was
to affiliate and manage the libraries of the
various schools and colleges in the Jaffna
district as branch libraries and the final step
was to provide a mobile service.

— &6

This library was to be a model for East
Asia in the matter of library facilities
The Central Government and the vari-
ous local bodies and educational institutions
were to contribute money to finance this
scheme. The public were also asked to donate
generously and to create endowments for the
benefit of the movement. For the Central
Library alone half a million rupees were
needed.
Rev. father T.M.F.Long who was one of
the prime movers of this library scheme
travelled to America and was able to

¥ and several individu-
als the library was
"% begun and completed
f within the set period.
This excellent building
J housed some of the most
and  priceless
#u/ volumes of Tamil language,
o literature,  culture, religion,
history and tradition. By 1981 this
library housed several thousands of
ancient rare publications and 'Olai’ -
leaf scroll manuscripts.
But the Sinhala chauvinist
government, could not bear to see this
treasure trove in Jaffna and in 1981, the
Armed forces burnt it down completely in
two attempts. This act of arson was
committed ironically when a Minister of state
was in Jaffna.

What aswanton destruction. What an
irreparable loss.
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Note on History of

Jaffna Public Library

- A letter from V.S.Thurairajah -

It was on the night of June 1, 1981 that the Jaffna Public Library with its
priceless collection of books and some rare manuscripts was turned to ashes. Half
a century of toil and dedication by several individuals and institutions that built up
the reservoir of knowledge, was to be the target of some vandals. Would it be
realised that the loss is not just to the North of Sri Lanka, but to the whole of Sri
Lanka and the international community of learning?.....

....At this time, it is relevant to study the history of this world renowned
library. In 1933, a well-wisher named K. M. Chellappah, out of his desire to share
knowledge with others was conducting a free library in his house. Appreciating the
idea of Mr. (Mellappah, some lovers of learning got together and formed a
committee and met on June 9, 1934 to establish a Library. Issac Thambiah, who was
the High Court judge of Jaffna at that time, was elected chairman and
K.M.Chellappah was elected secretary.

Due to the effort of this committee, on August 1, 1934, a library was opened
in a small rented room on Hospital Road, Jaffna, in front of the electrical station.
At inception, this library had only 844 books and about 30 newspapers and
magazines, yet it was patronised by all citizens, young and old, with yearning for
knowledge.

The library grew a large number of books and more space was needed. In
January 1935, it was shifted to a rented building on Main Street, Jaffna. In 1936,
the present municipal building and Town Hall was built (it was razed to the
ground). This library was shifted to a building near the Town Hall.

At that time the membership fee was only  Rs. 3/-. With this subscription,
lending of books started. The popularity of the library was such that there was a
demand for a permanent building with all modern facilities.

A conference was held under the chairmanship of the first Mayor of Jaffna
Sam Sabapathy, to find ways and means of collecting fun ds to build a new library.
It was decided to conduct a carnival, music and dance recitals by Indian artistes, sale
of lottery tickets etc., Large sums beyond the expectation of the organisers, was
collected. A library committee was formed in 1953, Rev. Fr. Long, who was the
rector of St. Patrick’s College at that time, was also a member in this committee. (It
should be noted here that Fr. David died of a heart attack when he heard of the
burning of the library)

Jaffna Public Library — A historical compilation 67



~ The contribution made by Fr. Long was so great that his statue was erected
in front of the library by the public. The library committee invited a leading
specialist in library science, Prof. S. R. Ranganathan from Delhi, to advise on the
formation of the library to international standard. It also invited K. S. Narasimman,
who was at that time the architect to the Madras government, an authority in
Dravidian architecture.

A master plan was drawn and the front wing was to be built as stage one
and the rear wing to be built later as stage two. The foundation was laid for stage
one on March 29 1953, in the presence of several educationists and well-wishers,
not only from Jaffna, but from all over the island and from India.

The first stage of the building was completed and on October 11, 1959, the
building was ceremonially opened by the then Mayor of Jaffna, Alfred Duraiappah.
A children’s section was opened on November 03, 1967. Asia Foundation donated
books worth Rs. 9,500/-. At that time this amount was a large sum.

An auditorium was opened in the first floor in 1971 for the purpose of
holding lectures, seminars, literary and cultural performances. Valuable books and
centuries - old ola manuscripts were collected from the time of Mr. Chellappah in
1933.

There were about 97,000 valuable books, old newspapers and magazines up
to the torching of the library on June 01, 1981. Alas! all these rare collections were
set on fire by some insane human beings. The burnt building remained without
repair as a monument to the vandalism of man.

In 1981, the Municipality of Jaffna, under the leadership of the then Mayor,
Rasa Viswanathan, obtained the advice of engineers to ascertain whether the
building was structurally sound to renovate it. The engineers advised against the
renovation as they were doubtful about the strength of the building. Then the
Municipality decided to build stage two of the master plan. The #me year, | was
appointed architect to design stage two of the building.

It was decided to keep the same details of Dravidian architecture found in
stage one. The estimated cost of the building at that time was about 11 million
rupees. The Jaffna Municipal Council decided to start a fund-raising and book
collection campaign in Colombo. The Mayor appointed a committee with myself as
its chairman.

The Colombo committee decided to organise a “Jaffna Public Library Week”
from May 15 - 21, 1982 and a flag day on May 21, 1982. The press in Sri Lanka gave
tremendous publicity to these events. On the first day, within an hour, a sum of Rs.
90,000/- was collected. Several businessmen, social service organisations, religious
organisations and members of the public came in the hundreds and donated cash
and books. : :

It was like a week of solemn devotion and dedication that people of all
walks of life disregarding differences of caste, creed, community or religion
converged on Saraswathy Hall, as in a pilgrimage to hand over their gifts for the
restoration of the house of knowledge. Thousands of books were collected and
sent to Jaffna.

With the funds collected the construction work on stage two commenced in
June 1982. The building was nearing completion by June 1983, when the second
calamity took place. The war broke out and this building received a severe beating
by bullets, shells and bombs. What remains today is a structure with shell and
bullet holes and blackened walls with the smoke of bugnt books. ..... can anyone
bring back the valuable ola manuscripts and books which have turned into ashes?
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PLAN OF new Jaffua Public Library. (Design by Thurairajah Associates, Architects)

NEW JAFFNA LIBRARY
DOUBLE SIZE OF OLD COMPLEX

- E. Weerapperuma -

The new Jaffna Public Library will be more than double its original size but the new bu. z.ag
complex will retain the same classical architectural style,the Sunday Observer learns.

The Nationaﬂntegration Ministry in collaboration with the ‘SUDU NELUM’ Movement s
overseeing the estimated Rs. 300 million to build the new Library. The Jaffna Public Library was
burnt down by rampaging gangs in 1981, and has remained in ruins to date.

The Urban Development Authority has estimated that the reconstruction work on the exiss-
ing building alone would cost about Rs. 90 million. There will be two new blocks added at a cost
of Rs.195 million while the estimated cost of furniture and fittings is around Rs. 20 million.

The Government has appointed a Committee of experts to advise on the reconstruchon
suit the needs and aspirations of the people, Committee sources said.

The Committee considering the fact that Jaffna being the main city in the North and one of
the major urban centres in the country has suggested that the new library shoulc oe
comprehensively equipped with reference section, special collection section, children's s=- -.
research room, study room, lending section, newspaper, periodical and audio visual sections and
facilities for handicapped (disabled) readers. There will be a computer system.

Apart from the principal committee, five sub committees have been appointed to ook o
various aspects of the reconstruction of the Library. The destroyed library  building consistec o a
land area of 27,880 square feet. The proposed new complex will cover a land area of 93.144.50
square feet according to the plans drawn up.

Two reports on the Library have been handed over to the Library Committee = -~ “er
perusal by former Assistant Director of the National Library Service and presently the Lic-- - - at
the lIslamic Centre, S.M.Kamaldeen and former Librarian at the Peradeniya Urueersay
H.A.l.Gunatileke.

The Committee is very optimistic that they will have a large number of book dorz: --s
coming into the library. According to Committee sources a number of libraries in the world possess
important material relevant to Tamil Culture and Civilisation and the committee hopes to ca- :ss
their support to have these records as microfilm copies to the Jaffna Public Library.
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Tamil Net e‘mporar‘yé Jaffn library opene
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(www.tamilnet.com)

rd’ Pathirana and deputy ‘minister for- socral'
services B.Premalal Dissanayaka appointed the Medra“
inister to Jaffna today = . =T
The education mrmster toek., partina: uncnon :
to distribute free school books 1o children in the town.
b ' he original Jaffna. hbrary ‘was torched by Sri
. i'group s mrlrtary -wing leader, who was. ¢~ -Lankan potlice in 1981; At-the time it ‘held the best_'
- people officially invited by"the | army for the function -~ collection of Tamil hterature in As1a mcludmg many
“turned-back at the entrance i irr placeable Manuscripts. - -
e = Widely regarded by the Tarml communrty as
an act ‘of cultural vandalism, the destruction -of the
ltbrary by the predominantly Smhalese pohce has long
been a point of resentment

»Mangala Samaraweera under very heavy multi-layere
-~ 'security. Persons 1nv1ted for the funcnon were checke
at several pornts

check pomt at the entrance of the venue and turne
”',_;back - A B :
LA Sources sald that army check points we
up-at every 25 yards on the way to the venue of th
- “Library opening.

Jaffna residents’ hearts and mlnds by rebuilding the
lrbrary However, it is the loss of the literature within
the building that is felt most here.

Tamil Net
1998 June 01

Burning of Jaffna Library Remembered

(www.tamilnet.com)

, ~People in Jaffna will wear black ribbon today to mark the burning of the Jaffna Public Library 17 years
20; said PLOTE and EPRLF sources in Jaffna. The library, burnt to the ground on-the & of June 1981 by Sni
~Lankan Police, contained the 1argest collectron of Tamll Literature in As1a a collecnon that mcluded many :
- irreplaceable manuscripts. ' : ~ s S o
Widely regarded by-the Tam11 commumty as an act of cultural vandahsm the destruction of the hbrary '
by the predominantly Sinhalese police has long been a point of resentment. ;
~ - In January last year Jaffna library was reopened at temporary premises.
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: top: local ‘government- adnumstrator of ‘the::
: Jaffna Municipal Council was. threatened with arrest.
- yesterday for refusmg to: cooperate with_the Sri Lanka
‘Army in connection. with'a major state function to be helg
. tomorrow m the Jaffna‘town, sald sources Hne th

,flform vrsited this ofﬁcer, wh‘

Tamil Net

1998 January 13

(www.tamilnet.com)

the restoration of peace to the war torn north and a ge
: ture to: ‘win the hearts and minds.of the Jaffna people. -
©- % However critics say that at a_time when largeg -
parts of the Peninsula lie devastated
such as this are meaningless.

- Mangala Samaraweera, has been g
‘ated with the library rebuilding project through the Sudu ;

~,-5rd1d not wish to-be named about 6,00 p.m. - last evening.- Lf Nelum'movement (White Lotus), The Sudu Nelum move-

__and told him that he would be arrested as a-member of:
ﬂ,'leeratlon Tlgers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for not extend
- ing- his support to- the mllltary and the Sn Lank

w ’Government

T This Tamil off cral told the mlhtary authorltre
"~ that the Jaffna Library, scheduled to be opened tomor-:

_row morning by Media Minister Mangala Samaraweers
:~aclose confidant of the Sri Lankan President would give =
. }jthe wrong signals in an atmosphere charged with polltlcalr
~rivalry -as ‘parties’ campaign for the forthcommg localr
- government elections in Jaffna. s
The flag hoisting ceremony by the mlnlster a

" the official opemng f the Jaffna is scheduled for 9.00a.1

o tomorrow

~the recons

‘ment is a propaganda arm of the SLFP, A handful of -
members of the Sudu Nelum Movement in the peninsula
are contesting the local polls under the banner -of the
Eelam Peoples' Revolutionary leeratlon Front (EPRLF)
for the Jaffna Municipal Council. .~~~
Meanwhile free text books were distributed to
“school children at Vembadi Girls School in ‘Jaffna town
by media Minister MangalaS maraweera. thls morm :
 sources in Jaffna.. :
With him were Sri Lanka Army's Jaffna Town - -
commander Susantha Mendis and Director of Educatlon,'i o
ffna District, R.Ratnarajah. = SECNE e
TR This gesture by the Sri Lanka Government on' :"
the eve of the municipal council elections is seen as a move -

I

.OOa .

The Peoples' Alllance (PA) Government is usmgf - 'muster support for the Sudu Nelum activists who are con-
:ctwn of the Jaffna Library as a symbol of - testing the Jaffna municipal elections. - T :
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. (Colombo), 13.6.
~ (Express Miscellany)

P i

Who will dOnate

the valuable ola leaves burnt to ashes?

N.Parameswaran
Library Assistant, Public Library Jaffna

While Sri Lanka is celebrating its 50th Golden
year of Independence , the Jaffna Municipal Public
Library celebrates its 150th year of origin without any
pomp and pleasure, very silently.

The Jaffna Public Library was originated 100
years ahead of the Independence of Sri Lanka.This Public
Library was originated in 1848 by the Assistant
Government Agent, Sir William Twynam.

The reading Room, which was started by the
Secretary of the Courts, Jaffna Mr.F.C. Grainier in 1842,
was later developed as Public Library by Sir Twynam in
1848. When Sir Twynam took up his duties as Government
Agent, Jaffna, on 3.6.1894, he convened a meeting for the
development of Jaffna Public Library.

In this meeting, it was decided to get Rs.50 only
as donation from the Government to purchase books from
Muddi and Brothers. Mr.Chellappah of Atchuveli, printed
hand bills about the development of Jaffna Public Library,
on 11.12.1933 and also advertised about this Public
Library in newspapers and collected funds for this Library.

A decision was taken on 9.6.1936 in a meeting
held at Jaffna Central College, that Ola Leaves to be
bought and preserved.

This Jaffna Public Library started functioning in
a shop at Hospital Road, Jaffna, from 1.8.1934. The Jaffna
Town development Board had taken charge of this Library
from 1.1.1935.

The Jaffna Public Library started functioning in a
house by the side of the Jaffna Rest House, no sooner the
Jaffna Town Development Board, had taken charge of the
Library. With the idea of developing the service of this
Library further, Mr. Sam A.Sabapathy and father Long had
a meeting on June 6, 1952. It was decided at this meeting,
to hold a carnival and sell raffle tickets. In order to materi-
alise this decision, Father Long went to England and had
meetings with the Library Experts to put up the best
Library in South East Asia.

On the advices of these Experts, Father Long
came down to Tanjavur and met Mr. S.R.Ranganathan who
was considered as the Father of Librarianship.

On the request made by Father Long, Architect
Expert Mr. Narasimman, made a visit to Jaffna North. Mr.
S.R.Ranganathan selected a suitable place, close to the

Jaffna Muniyappar Temple, to build the Public Library.
They also prepared the Plan of the Public Library on
16.10.1953.

On 29.3.1954, a foundation stone was laid,
according to Hindu rites. At this laying of the Foundation
stone, the British High Commissioner Sir Cyril Ice,
American High Commissioner Mr. Philip Grove and the
First Secretary of the Indian High Commission were pre-
sented.

There were four carnivals held in 1952, 1954,
1959 and in 1963. Funds, more than expected were
collected, by selling raffle tickets and flags. The first phase
of this building was declared opened on 11.10.1959. On
3.11.67 the children’s Section and in 1971 an Auditorium,
was also opened and the second phase was also
completed.

The Jaffna Public Library which was built by Mr.
Twynam and Dr. S.R.Ranganathan has a good historical
background to his credit, and such a famous Jaffna Public
Library was set a ablaze allegedly by some thugs in

~uniform. The Jaffna Public Library was not famous for its

building or for the number of books, it had within it. it was
famous for its collection.

When this library was set on fire, it had 97000
books, 10000 Manuscripts in its possession. Apart from
this, in the section where Ola Leaves and Ola books had
been kept, there were valuable Ola leaves. Out of these old
valuable Books, Catholic religious books (including some
Spanish Books) that were released in 1586. The History
book written by Robert Knox in 1660 when he was in
Kandy Prison. History Book written by Phillips Baldias
about the Ceylon History, during Dutch period were some
remarkable and noteworthy books.

Apart from this, so many Ola Leaves in Sanskrit
about Religion and Ayurvedic Medicine, too were burnt to
ashes.

The present Government of Mrs Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaranatunga, has said that, the burnt
Jaffna Public Library would be renovated, and donation
were received from many foreign countries.

She cam if necessary provide a Library with
computer facilities, but she cannot provide, the valuable
Books and Ola Leaves that had been burnt to ashes.
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