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The neeting was called to order at 6.05 p.m

RACI SM RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, XENOPHOBI A AND ALL FORMS OF DI SCRI M NATI ON
(agenda item 6) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1999/12, 15 and Add.1 and 17;
E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ NGO 4, 5, 6 and 60)

1. Ms. JURT (European Union of Public Relations) said that the divergent
paths of India and Pakistan since 1947 served as a | esson for human rights
activists. Though it had had its share of intol erance between groups, India
had fashioned itself as a secul ar denocracy, with constitutional
institutional, educational and |l egal instruments to inbue its citizens with
respect for the value of universal equality. Pakistan, on the other hand,
after a brief flirtation with denocracy, had succunbed to military

di ctatorshi ps which had thrived on oppression and a culture of discrimnation
for equal treatment for all would have threatened those who hel d power.

2. Al t hough denocratic rule had theoretically been restored, Pakistan
denocracy often seemed to be military rule in a civilian guise and the
civilian Government had recently called upon the arny to carry out a nunber of
normal adm ni strative duties, including the collection from consunmers of water
and power fees. Armed fundanentalist groups, such as the Harkat-ul - Ansar
educated in religious schools that shunned denocracy and equality, ran ranpant
through the streets. Assisted by the Pakistani security forces, they had even
threatened the life of the Prime Mnister. Indeed, the Prime Mnister hinself
had stated that Islamc |aw should be the suprene | aw of the | and and had
spoken approvingly of the Taliban

3. Mor eover, institutionalized constitutional and | egal discrimnation
agai nst certain groups was obvious. The Ahnadi yas had been | egally decl ared
to be non-Mislinms and were consequently subjected to continuous persecution
The Muslimrefugees fromlindia, the Mhajirs, had for years been hounded and
derided. The Pakistani Governnent had recently established mlitary and
anti-terrorist courts which were intended to deal with that group. The
country was still affected by the years of discrimnation fostered and
institutionalized by successive rulers.

4, M. QARM (Asian Buddhi st Conference for Peace) said that, although
Paki stan had ratified the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Racia
Discrimnation in 1969, the Mhajirs had been subjected to discrimnation by
successi ve Governnments over a period of four decades. The Special Rapporteur
on contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation and xenophobi a had
mentioned in his report (E/ CN. 4/1998/79, para. 36) that the Mhajirs were

al l eged to be exposed to xenophobic attacks by the Pakistani authorities,
often being illegally dispossessed of their property, that Mhajir electora
candi dates were reported to be the victinms of acts of violence and that their
supporters were regul arly ki dnapped and tortured. The Special Rapporteur had
comuni cated those al |l egations to the Government of Pakistan, but the latter
had | abelled the Mohajirs as terrorists and crimnals, and incited hatred
agai nst them

5. The Mohajirs lived predom nantly in Sindh province, and the Federa
Government had di sm ssed the denocratically el ected governnment of that
provi nce and handed over the adm nistration to the arnmed forces, on the
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pretext of conbating crime and restoring order. According to many reliable
sources, however, the crime rate in Lahore was worse than in Karachi, but the
Government had inposed mlitary rule in Karachi and not Lahore because the
|atter was | ocated in the Punjab province, the honme of the ethnic group that
nonopol i zed political and econom c power.

6. M. BURSIK (Society for Threatened Peoples) said that some 80,000 Nubas,
four-fifths of whom were wonen and children, had died in southern Sudan and
the Nuba mountains, victinms of war and of fam ne. The situation was
particularly difficult for those Nubas living in the areas controlled by the
Sudan Peopl e’ s Liberation Arny (SPLA), as the Sudanese authorities denied

i nternational relief organizations access to such areas.

7. Not wi t hst andi ng a nunber of ceasefires, the Sudanese Governnent had
continued its policy of annihilation and “ethnic cleansing”. The army or
associated mlitias attacked Nuba vill ages, pillaged and burned houses, killed
their inhabitants or resettled themby force. Thousands of children had been
sold into slavery. Vast stretches of the country had been conpletely and
intentionally depopul ated because of the CGovernnment’s use of |andm nes, and

ot her ethnic groups had been encouraged to seize Nuba | ands.

8. The attitude of the Arab-Muslimmlitary junta was deeply racist. The
Government, which had declared an Islam c holy war against the nmostly-Mislim
Nuba, was still not prepared to accept that Sudan was both an Arab and an

African country, and continued to deny the black African population its basic
human rights.

9. M. PARY (Indian Movenent “Tupaj Amaru”) said that, when the European
conqui stadores had arrived in the Americas, the production system was based on
col l ective ownership of land and of the instrunents of |abour, private
property being unknown. The Incas had created a systemfor the just and
equitable distribution of wealth, and had inculcated a collective spirit,
respect for the land and dignity and had elim nated poverty and

di scrimnation. The colonial conquest had destroyed that civilization and
reduced the native population to an i nhuman | evel, inmposing a new order based
on the market econony, with slavery and servitude for native Anmericans and

bl acks.

10. Since any doctrine of racial superiority was scientifically flawed,
nmoral |y objectionable, socially unjust and a threat to the peace, the
forthcom ng Wrld Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia
and Rel ated Intol erance shoul d undertake a nunber of scientific studies
addressing, for example, the phenonenon of racism the roots of that
phenonenon, including the consequences of slavery, colonialismand
neocol oni alism and the extent of nodern forns of racismand slavery in the
light of the concentration of wealth in a context of globalization and the
effects of the new international econom c order, where blind market forces
fuell ed violence and instigated racial hatred.

11. I n indi genous communities which had not been subjected to alien
culture, there was practically no discrimnation, but new comrunications
technol ogi es had created sophisticated neans of propagating racial hatred

and violence. Filns, electronic games and conputer networks were incul cating
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vi ol ence and aggressiveness in young people. The Internet was being used to
di ssemi nate raci st propaganda. The World Conference should therefore give
priority to adopting a code of ethics for Internet users and service

provi ders.

12. Ms. GEMM LL (International Indian Treaty Council) said that new

st andards shoul d be adopted enphasizing that the rights recognized for al
human bei ngs al so applied to indi genous peoples. |Indigenous peoples were very
attached to their | ands, which sustained their |ivelihoods and their cultures.
Unfortunately, racist rationales for the exploitation of indigenous |ands
persi sted and racial discrimnation continued to plague the daily lives of

i ndi genous native Anerican peoples. She cited four exanples of environnenta
raci sm or practices under which the United States Governnent and

mul ti nati onal enterprises were attenpting to exploit native |ands, many of
them sacred to the peopl es concerned.

13. There was al so another form of racism known as institutional racism
Public and educational institutions in the United States and professiona
sports had adopted the practice of using deneani ng names for mascots, synbols
and i nages whi ch pronoted negative stereotypes of native American peopl es.
Proponents of the practice proclained that they honoured native Americans and
they were often not aware of the danage they were doing. The degradi ng use of
such nmascots was a direct and indirect insult to the intelligence of native
Anmeri can peopl es, and could even threaten native cultures with extinction

14. Ameri can I ndi ans were anong the nost di sadvantaged Anericans accordi ng
to many avail able indicators, including poverty rates and nedian incone. The
representative of the United States had proclaimed that his Governnment was
proud of its achievenents in protecting its citizens against racismbut racia
cruelty was a harsh reality in State institutions, and the | aw did not protect
native Americans against it. The Special Rapporteur should consider the
possibility of adding to his recommendati ons for the adoption of additiona
measures to conmbat racismthe statement that indigenous peoples should be
allowed to retain their dignity and not have their identity exploited for
conmer ci al and entertai nment purposes.

15. Ms. MOYA (Anerican Association of Jurists) said that, during the

col onial period, very few organi zati ons had objected to the denial of the
right tolife and liberty of mllions of human beings. Slavery and the
exploitation of racial inequality had had a |lasting effect, and discrim natory
practices still persisted in societies that had since become denocracies. At
the Comm ssion's previous session, the Goup of African States had prepared a
draft resolution which, in the light of the prejudice to which Africa and
African- Areri cans had been subjected, would have asked their forgiveness as a
sincere and heartfelt sign of reconciliation. That draft resolution had been
wi t hdrawn at the insistence of certain States, w thout being brought forward
for consideration. A consensus on that resolution would have denonstrated a
real will for change and reparation

16. Inequalities based on that horrible past were unfortunately still being
per petuated, and were affecting new groups as well. M grants had becone the

| at est cannon fodder. Notwithstanding all the fine words fromthe countries

of the Anmericas, the neoliberal and bourgeois values prevailing there were
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perpetuating di scrimnation. Governnent officials worked in the interests of

the powerful. There were new and terrifying colonizers - paranmlitary
groups - which were threatening the historical survival of rural African
American comrunities. |In Honduras and Brazil, |laws and decrees had nmade it

possi bl e for national and international conpanies to seize |and that had

hi storically belonged to those comunities, and recogni zed conmunal |ands in
Col ombi a had been the subject of violent attack |eading to forced

di spl acenent .

17. M. KIRUPAHARAN (I nternational Educational Devel opnment, Inc.) said that,
for nore than 50 years, successive Sinhal ese Governnents in Sri Lanka had been
oppressing the Tam | people, who had been historically separate fromthe

Si nhal a nation. One of the Sinhal ese Governnent’s first acts had been to

i npose the Sinhala enblem the lion, as the synbol of the whole nation

In 1956, it had adopted the Sinhala Only Act, nmaking Sinhal ese the sole

of ficial |anguage, thus denying Tam |s access to State services, education and
enpl oyment. I n 1956, 1958, 1961, 1977 and 1983, the CGovernnent had instigated
massacres of Tamils. By 1983 arned conflict had cone to the island.

18. According to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions, the Sri Lankan arny was 99 per cent
Sinhalese, i.e. its soldiers did not speak Tam |, thus anplifying the sense of

occupati on and exacerbating the feeling of alienation. The arned forces had
carried out crimnal acts which were genocidal in intent, including the
destruction of hones, torture, mass arrests, collective punishnent, bonbings
and forced eviction. The Conm ssion should condenm acts of racismin

Sri Lanka and call for a negotiated settlement that would recogni ze the Tam |
people’s right to self-determ nation and to live free fromraci sm and

per secuti on.

Statenments in exercise of the right of reply

19. M. TEKLE (Observer for Eritrea) said that, having listened to the
observer for Ethiopia, he had arrived at a nunber of conclusions. First, the
Et hi opi an and Eritrean del egati ons both agreed that the problem of ethnic

di scrimnation had been the source of human rights violations in their comon
region. Secondly, the Ethiopian delegation, like his own, asserted that its
people were victins of discrimnation and that it had an interest in

saf eguarding their human rights. There was clearly, therefore, a solid basis
for the investigation of ethnic discrimnation in the region. The Ethiopian
del egati on woul d presumably not object to the expansion of the mandate of the
Speci al Rapporteur to cover the Horn of Africa and the Conm ssion should
therefore extend that mandate

20. M. AL-AZREG (Sudan), responding to the statenment by the representative
of the Society for Threatened Peoples, said that, follow ng the signing of the
Khart oum Peace Agreenent in 1997, a special peace agreenent concerning the
Nuba Muntai ns had confirmed his Governnent's awareness that the Sudan was a
multiracial, nmulticultural, nulti-ethnic and nultireligious society. The
country’s Constitution and | aws prohibited any sort of racismand racia

di scrimnation and i nposed penalties for the incitenment of religious, racia

or ethnic hatred. Sudan had independent newspapers and i ndependent politica
parties. It was difficult to conceive of such grave violations of human
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rights as those alleged taking place in a country with so many parties and a
free and i ndependent press. Over 30 per cent of the men serving in the
Sudanese mlitary cane fromthe Nuba region. Mreover, there were dozens of
high officials in the State apparatus fromthe Nuba region, including
mnisters in the federal CGovernnent and officials in the |egislative and
judicial branches. Could such violations take place with people of Nuba
origin in those positions? The non-governmnmental organization (NGO in
guestion had surely made those charges for reasons of its own.

21. M. ABEBE (Observer for Ethiopia) said that he wished to refute the
Eritrean barrage of machinations and lies. H's Government had clearly
expl ai ned the reasons and | egal justifications for requiring certain foreign
nationals to | eave the country. It was a decision inmposed upon the Governnent
by a nei ghbouring State which had sponsored terrorist acts. The Governnent
had uncovered the inmnent threat of a clandestine structure, and requested
that the persons concerned should | eave the country. It had done so taking
great care to ensure that the departure took place in an orderly and | ega
manner. He requested the Commi ssion to deplore the discrimnatory policies
and propaganda of the State in question

22. M. TEKLE (Observer for Eritrea) referred to the acceptance speech
delivered by the Chairperson of the current session, in which she had advi sed
del egations to concentrate on substance and avoid polemcs. H's own

del egati on had focused on the problemof racismas it manifested itself in
East Africa, although it would have been easier to cite the case of a specific
country. She had al so called upon del egations to be civil and show respect
for one another as well as for the subject matter.

23. He assured the Conm ssion that his own del egati on woul d never denean the
dignity of the Comm ssion and its work by indulging in what the French called
“vagabondage di pl omatigue” such as that to which it had just been subjected.

24, The CHAI RPERSON sai d that agenda item 6 would remain open for
di scussion, since the working group had still to present its report to the
Conmi ssi on.

THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 7) (E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 19 and 20)

25. M. SENGUPTA (I ndependent expert on the right to devel opnment) outlined
the approach he intended to adopt in his work. First of all, he drew
attention to the major change in the devel opnment paradigm in which

devel opnent was defined in terns of rights. Wen the human rights instrunments
had first been adopted i mredi ately after the Second World War, there had been
ent husiasm and idealism It had been hoped that the universal document would
i nclude all aspects of human rights, including the right to econom c security
and i ndependence. Follow ng the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts, the entire process had been waylaid owing in part to the cold
war, but after many years it had been brought back into the mainstream In
the intervening period, the international comunity had concentrated on

devel opnent as a function of the growh of output, material products and
mar ket abl e services. Devel oping countries were expected to follow the paths
taken by the industrialized States to increase production. Fundanmenta
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guestions such as equity, justice, participation and freedomwere treated as
peri pheral matters, and were not considered inportant in the formulation of
poli ci es.

26. Yet even then, as human rights activists and international |awers tried
to put forward a rights-based approach to devel opment, some econom sts pointed
out that fromthe very start, even in the teachings of Adam Smth or Marx,
devel opnent was considered to be nore than sinply growth of industry,
technol ogy or gross national product (GNP). Devel opnment was related rather to
the ability of peoples to do the things they wanted to do and to enjoy
opportunities. The best definition of devel opment woul d be the one given by
Prof essor Amartya Sen, who had recently won the Nobel Prize for Econom cs, and
who had said that devel opnent was freedom Devel opnment was related not only
to the growth of production and technol ogy, but also to equity, social justice
and civil and political freedons, which pernmtted people to act as free
agents.

27. The right to devel opnent was thus not sinply an invention of

i nternational |awers and human rights activists, but a factor enbedded in the
economi ¢ principles and the devel opnent of economic theory. One of his tasks
as i ndependent expert would be to define that concept further and make the

ri ghts approach to devel opnent better understood as one that regarded

devel opnent as the expansion of human freedom

28. Public participation in the fornulation of policies was central to the
process of devel oprment. As independent expert, he hoped to initiate a
wor | dwi de di al ogue with NGOs and other institutions to build confidence in the
concept of devel opnent as freedom

29. The right to developnent, if seen as a concept of freedom could be
ensured only through collective action. It incorporated personal rights, but
woul d go beyond themto include rights that could be secured only through
conpl ementary positive action by the State, civil society and the

i nternational comunity. In an integrated and gl obalized world, nationa
economi c policies could no |longer be drawn up in isolation. A State’'s
obligations to its own citizens would, of course, be paramount but no State
action could ignore its inpact on the citizens of other States. Every State
whi ch recogni zed the right to devel opment was obliged to take positive action
to assist the citizens of other States in realizing those rights.

30. O ficial devel opnent assistance (ODA) was of great inportance, and the
i nternational comunity nust increase the aid provided to devel oping
countries. But the use of private capital flows could be very effective as
well. VWhile the volune of ODA had unfortunately remained nore or |ess
stagnant, that assistance could probably be used nore effectively by

| everaging private capital flows to markets in Asian and African countries,
where private capital had not been attracted.

31. In many contexts, privatization could be justified. But in sone
countries the privatization of public utilities would | eave the poor w thout
wat er and electricity. ODA could be used to help those who were nmarginalized
by such privatization
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32. In econom cs, freedom woul d be considered a vector, neaning that it had
a nunmber of elements and that progress could not be made on all fronts at
once. In international law, it could well be that no right was superior to

anot her, but in econom cs sone choices had to be made. Three rights should
therefore be designated as inalienable: the right to food, the right to
primary education and the right to primary health care, for those were as
basic as the right to life itself. An international agreement, whether in the
formof a treaty or a covenant, should therefore be concluded to commit every
State to ensuring those three rights.

33. M. SUM (Japan) said that his Government attached great importance to
the right to devel opment, which was acknow edged as a universal and

i nalienable right in the Vienna Declaration. Responsibility for the
protection and pronotion of the right to devel opment fell primarily on

nati onal Governnents, but other countries could and should facilitate and
assist themin their devel opnent efforts.

34. Japan, as the |argest donor country, recognized the inportance of
pronmoting effective international cooperation, and paid particular attention
to the pronotion of human rights in carrying out its devel opnent assi stance.

It attached great inportance to poverty reduction, health inprovenent and
manpower capacity-building, all of which contributed to human devel opnent.
Japan had recently hosted the second Tokyo International Conference on African
Devel opnent, known as TICAD Il, in which delegates from 80 countries and

40 international organizations had taken part. The African countries and
their devel opment partners had adopted the “Tokyo Agenda for Action”, a
concrete programme to pronote devel opnent in certain key areas.

35. The right to devel opnent was universally accepted, but the definition of
that concept was still being drawn up. The independent expert had formul ated
some innovative ideas, identifying the right to food, the right to primary
health care and the right to primry education as the three core indicators of
the right to devel opnent, since they were already the subject of internationa
agreenents. The Japanese Governnent was inspired by that approach
Furthernore, parties fromother areas, and in particular those engaged in the
econonmic field, should be involved. The efficient and successful realization
of the right to devel opment could not be possible w thout cooperation from
such quarters as the Wrld Bank, private entities, academ cs and econom sts.

36. Hi s del egati on thus wel comed the establishnment, through a resol ution
reached by consensus at the Comm ssion's previous session, of a follow up
mechani smto nmake further progress towards the inplementation of the right to
devel opnent, with an open-ended worki ng group and an i ndependent expert. It

| ooked forward to continuing that spirit of cooperation with participants from
vari ous backgrounds, and hoped that a consensus could be reached at the
current session. A consolidated approach was essential if the internationa
comunity was to advance the right to devel opnent.

37. M. HOYNCK (Gernany), speaking on behalf of the European Union and the
associ ated countries of Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sl ovenia, said he
wel comed the fact that the right to devel opment was a separate item of the
Commi ssion’ s agenda, thus highlighting the inherent inportance of the thene
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whil e al so denonstrating the |inks between the right to devel opnent and al

ot her human rights. The right to devel opnent was a core elenent in the
Union’s partnership agreenments with devel oping countries, and it would wel cone
a renewed consensus on the subject.

38. Devel opnent was a process which had as its objective the realization of
civil, cultural, economc, political and social rights to neet the

devel opnental and environnmental needs of present and future generations.
Political participation and the enmpowernent of each human being were integra
parts of the right to devel opment, and human rights, denocracy and devel opnent
were linked. It was becom ng increasingly understood anong internationa
organi zations and trade and financial institutions that the realization of
human rights was the key to sustai nabl e devel opnent, an i dea which transcended
the strictly econom ¢ understandi ng of devel opnent.

39. The Secretary-General had recalled that good governance, which entailed
respect for human rights and the rule of |aw, was perhaps the nost inportant
factor in eradicating poverty and thus, too, in the devel oprment-rel ated work
of the United Nations. The Long Convention acknow edged that respect for
human rights, denocracy and the rule of |aw was essential to any partnership
agreenent. Any future convention would include an even nore conprehensive
reference to that concept. It had becone w dely recogni zed that denocracy
provi ded the appropriate means of ensuring a regular change of government and
thus protected the capacity, reliability and integrity of State institutions,
and at the same tine made Governnents nore transparent and responsive to
popul ar concerns.

40. Yet sone countries, including some very large ones with extremely
anbi ti ous devel opment goals, tended to overl ook the need for good governance,
including full respect for human rights, denocracy and the rule of law. There
were al so countries that seenmed to advocate the view that material objectives
shoul d take precedence over human rights and denocracy, as if the two were
foes and not friends in devel opnent. The experience of the past few years had
proven that approach wrong. Countries which restricted freedom of speech
reduced el ections to rubber-stanp exercises, wasted resources in corrupt

bur eaucraci es and over-invested in mlitary spending were only acting agai nst
the right to devel opment of their own citizens. The Nobel Prize |aureate,
Amartya Sen, had proven that those countries which had a free press and free
el ections were far less likely to suffer fromfamne

41. Much headway had been made in mainstream ng human rights throughout the
United Nations system The United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
had done a conmendabl e job of strengthening the ties between her O fice and
other United Nations agencies and the multilateral financial institutions,
many of which had published reports or docunents devoted to the role of human
rights in devel opnment to help mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights. The Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts (OHCHR) had al so signed a Menorandum of Understanding with the

Uni ted Nati ons Devel opment Programme (UNDP), and the World Bank had held its
first human rights sem nar

42. Despite those and ot her encouraging signs, the Union noted serious
shortcomings in the realization of the right to devel opnent, and woul d be
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pl eased if future discussions on the subject could address in nore concrete
terms the conplex issues related to its practical inplenmentation. It wel coned
the resol uti on adopted wi thout a vote by the Comm ssion the previous year and
the creation of two follow up mechani snms, as well as the appointnment of the

i ndependent expert, whose first report would contribute to the work of the
open-ended working group. The Union hoped that the resolution on the right to
devel opnent woul d be adopted by the Comm ssion w thout a vote.

43. M . REYES RODRI GUEZ (Col onbia) said that, in the current century,
manki nd had amassed an abundance of know edge and technical abilities, yet the
fruits had so far been very restricted. O the population living in the

devel oping world, one-third had no access to running water, a quarter |acked
appropriate housing and one out of five people was deprived of nmodern health
services. Some 20 per cent of children dropped out fromschool, and a simlar
nunber of them were undernourished. |In those countries, nodern transport,

tel econmuni cati ons and energy were available only to a privileged few, and
nost people had difficulty gaining access to know edge and technol ogy. The
situation in the industrialized world, with over 100 million people |iving
bel ow the poverty line and 37 m|lion unenployed, was not very encouragi ng

ei t her.

44, Clearly, the uneven progress the world had experienced was not genui ne
and sust ai nabl e developnent. It had benefited a world elite only. The
effects of indiscrimnate industrialization and environnental deterioration
could well threaten the peace, or even the chances of survival, of al

manki nd.

45, The right to devel opnent, which required the participation of al

nati onal and international devel opnent partners, including individuals and
civil society, was therefore of the utnmpost inmportance. It recognized the

i nterdependent, holistic and universal nature of civil, political, economc
social and cultural rights and human ful fil nment.

46. Trade |iberalization and gl obalization had opened up new possibilities
for growh, but the increase in national and world wealth should be used for
t he common good. It should be channelled according to the principle of socia

justice to benefit the nmost vul nerable sectors and to reduce the North-South
gap.

47. At the national level, States had to denmonstrate good governance and be
transparent. Corruption and poor public adm nistration would only worsen
poverty. Denocracy and the rule of |aw nust be strengthened, human rights
pronot ed and defended, sound econonic and environnental managenent ensured,
poverty elim nated and education and health care provided, if there were to be
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

48. The growi ng interest of the devel oping countries in the right to

devel opnent had sonetines led to the erroneous perception of that right as a
confrontational claim Human rights could not be the concern of a few States
or regions, and the right to devel opment was a conmon cause of all nmen and
worren. It should not be seen as a source of discord, but rather as a rallying
point, just as the heritage of human rights had so far been
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49. M. ZAKI (Pakistan) said the independent expert had suggested that the
starting point for achieving the right to devel opment should be the
realization of the right to food, primary health care and primary education
but his selection of certain areas for priority action was arbitrary and
somewhat i ncoherent. The focus should instead remain on the fundanental issue
of how to ensure that the structure and rules of the global economy were
conducive to realizing the right to devel opnent.

50. The state of the world economy, with its growi ng disparities between the
rich and poor both anmpbng and within countries, did not bode well for the

devel opnent prospects of nost of the world s population. The right to

devel opnent shoul d occupy a central place in discussions on how to inprove the
situation, but for various reasons it unfortunately did not. For exanple,

di scussions in the Comm ssion were, understandably, dom nated by human rights
practitioners and | awers, but any discussion of the right to devel opnent
woul d al so have to include specialists in economcs as well.

51. The Commi ssion should therefore consider two sets of measures to pronote
the right to development. Firstly, it should establish a nechanismto nonitor
i mpl enent ati on of devel opment comm tnents undertaken at recent United Nations
sumrit meetings. The Comm ssion should enlist the assistance of em nent
economi sts and social scientists to study the fairness of the internationa
trade regi me, and should review the functioning of international financial and
devel opnent institutions, so as to make them nore accountable. It mght al so
recommend that gl obal econom ¢ managenent deci sions be renoved fromthe hands
of restrictive forums such as the G 7 and assigned to the United Nations, to
ensure that the right to devel opnent was taken into considerati on when such
deci si ons were made.

52. OHCHR shoul d have a stronger capacity to nonitor the internationa
economi ¢ situation fromthe perspective of the right to development. It could
i ssue an annual report on the inmpact of the global econom c situation on the
right to devel opment, and could hold workshops and provi de docunentati on and
liaison with United Nations economc units to assist human rights NGOs in
dealing with conmpl ex econonmic matters.

53. M. BENJELLOUN-TOUIM (Morocco) said that little real progress had been
made in realizing the right to devel opnent, despite the various decl arations

and resolutions that had been adopted on the subject. It was tine to take a

pragmati c and i nnovative | ook at that right, taking stock of the internationa
econonmi ¢ and social situation and defining and advancing a realistic strategy
for its pronotion.

54, The majority of developing countries still had devel opnent |evels well
bel ow the aspirations of their peoples. The w dening gap between the

i ndustrialized countries and the devel oping countries was particularly
alarmng. Citing the Human Devel opnment Report 1998, he pointed out that
consunption in Africa had fallen by one-fifth in 25 years, that well over a
billion people were unable to neet their basic needs and that 20 per cent of
the worl d’ s popul ation accounted for 86 per cent of its consunption of
resources, while the poorest 20 per cent consuned just 1.3 per cent.
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Meanwhi | e, ODA stood at about 0.35 per cent of GNP, far fromthe initia
target of 0.70 per cent. To make matters worse, the public debt of African

countries came to sonme US$ 328.9 billion

55. Real i zing the right to devel opnent would require internationa

macr oeconom ¢ stability, integration of the world econony, |long-termforeign
i nvest ment and support for export-oriented activities. It would also require

debt reduction. As the Secretary-General had quite rightly said, the

i nternational comunity had hel ped create the debt problem as bilateral and
multilateral |ending during the cold war was nost often carried out for
geopolitical reasons.

56. A new strategy was needed to pronote the right to devel opment, one which
t ook advantage of the synergy between conpetent international bodi es working
in the field and which made use of the foll ow up nechani sns established at the
Conmmi ssion's previ ous session

57. M. ZAFERA (Madagascar) said that for Madagascar, one of the

| east - devel oped countries, the agenda itemon the right to devel opnment was
extrenely inportant. The Declaration on the Right to Devel opment stipul ated
that the right to devel opnent was an inalienable human right entitling every
person and all peoples to take part in and contribute to econom c, social
cultural and political developnent. The Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts, too, had proclainmed that everyone had the right to an adequate
standard of living. Yet, despite the best efforts of the Conm ssion and
OHCHR, 50 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts and over a decade after the proclamation of the Declaration on the

Ri ght to Devel oprment, nore than 3 billion people were living in abject
poverty, and their nunmbers were increasing.

58. At the Comm ssion's previous session, many del egati ons had acknow edged
that the disproportionate interest in civil and political rights to the
detrinment of social and economic rights was partially responsible for the | ack
of progress in realizing the right to devel opnent.

59. The Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent assigned to the nationa
authorities the primary responsibility for the realization of the right. Even
the strongest determ nation to provide good governance and ensure devel opnent

i nevitably encountered obstacles, however, which could be political or
econom c in nature. Those difficulties were sonetines conmpounded by economni c
enbargoes and often by the external debt which had a paralysing effect on the
devel opnent of the poorest countries. In addition, countries such as his own
were regularly subjected to tropical storms, floods, droughts or plagues of

| ocusts, and it would be unrealistic to expect themto achieve the ful
realization of the right to devel opnment on their own.

60. It was hard to imagine a |asting peace with such enornous disparities in
wealth in the world. A staggering nunber of people lived in such poverty that
it threatened their nost precious right, the right to life. The elimnation
of poverty was an indi spensable precondition for |asting peace. dobalization
had demonstrated the interdependence of countries, and that in turn called for
solidarity between them in particular on such questions as the debt burden
ODA and the integration of world trade.
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61. M. KANAVIN (Norway) said that the right to devel opnent involved al
human rights and was a question of practical nmeasures which could serve both
human rights and devel opment. The Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent was
a core docunent setting out the |link between the two, which outlined the right
to devel opnent as an obligation of the State toward its citizens. It had
soneti mes been said that the right to devel opment was afforded to States by
sonme international entity, but that was not so, for that would nmean that the
right to devel opnment was not a human right.

62. Devel opnent as defined by UNDP was the process of expandi ng people's
choi ces, and the Declaration stated that the individual should be the active
partici pant and beneficiary of the right to devel opnent. That inplied
enmpower nent, a concept which had benefited his own country enormously. GCivi
soci ety played an active role in both domestic and international devel opnent
efforts.

63. The Decl aration al so enphasi zed the duty of States to cooperate in
ensuring devel opment and elim nating obstacles to it, which were defined as
those resulting fromfailure to observe civil, political, economc, social and

cultural rights. Developnment cooperation must therefore include a comm tment
to the realization of all human rights. A synposium held under the joint

auspi ces of UNDP and OHCHR at Gsl o had enphasi zed the need for peopl e engaged
in the two areas concerned to obtain a better understandi ng of the other
Additionally, the beneficiaries and donors of devel opnment and human rights
assi stance had to work closely together to ensure that aid was relevant in the
eyes of those receiving it.

64. To support the realization of the right to devel opnent, Norway had
committed itself to neeting the United Nations targets for ODA, and woul d
attenpt to raise its level of contribution fromO0.9 per cent to 1 per cent

of GDP. It supported the 20/20 principle, according to which 20 per cent of
ODA and 20 per cent of the public expenditure of the recipient country would
be allocated to covering basic social needs, and had | aunched a strategic debt
relief initiative

65. H s Government wel comed the steps taken by the World Bank to support
human rights. The human rights agenda nmust indeed be taken to econom ¢ and
financi al organi zations, but the business of such organi zati ons shoul d not be
brought to the Conm ssion, for that would divert the attention of the main

i nternational human rights body away from human ri ghts.

66. Ms. NAIKER (South Africa) said that the 1994 elections in her country
had resulted in sonme profound changes, including the new Governnent's firm
commtrment to respect and protect human rights. Though the Governnent

recogni zed the role of the international community, it believed that the State
had a central part to play in creating conditions conducive to devel oprnent.

It had therefore established a nunber of bodies and adopted policies to ensure
the enjoyment of human rights in general, and the right to devel opnment in
particular. The Constitutional Court had on several occasions been called
upon to meke judgenents on the constitutionality of State actions in relation
to the realization of econom c, social and cultural rights. Various
anti-corruption neasures of a legislative, adm nistrative and financial nature
had been adopt ed.
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67. The Governnent that had come to power in 1994 faced a form dable
chal l enge in the socio-econonmic inequalities anmong the country's citizens.

It had set about ensuring access to basic services such as clean water, basic
heal th care and housing for all South Africans through a Reconstruction and
Devel opnent Programme and a reall ocation of the national budget in favour of
soci al, econom c and cultural programes, which had cone to account for some
61 per cent of non-interest public expenditure.

68. That was an inportant step forward toward inplementation of

the 20/ 20 concept which had arisen fromthe Copenhagen World Summit for Socia
Devel opnent and the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent. The Governnent
had i ntroduced two instruments which enabl ed active participation by civi

soci ety and greater transparency in the fornulation of the budget, and
carried out a prudent nmacroecononi c policy that had reduced the deficit

to 3.5 per cent of GDP and brought inflation to a 25-year | ow.

69. In practical terns, since 1994 the nunber of households with electricity
had risen fromunder 40 per cent to 63 per cent; sone 5 mllion children from
the nost di sadvantaged groups had received daily nmeals through a primary
school nutrition programre; over 700,000 new hones had been subsidi zed and

10, 000 cl assroons had been built for pupils who would otherw se have had to
study under trees. Medical care had been extended to thousands of

di sadvant aged peopl e and gender equality had been pronoted in all nationa

pr ogr amres.

70. The Commi ssion should consider practical neasures to be taken by al
States to ensure the broad realization of the right to developnent. It was to
be hoped that the draft resolution on the item would be adopted by consensus,
as had been the case the previous year

71. M. SIMKHADA (Nepal) said the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent
and the consensus achieved at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in 1993 had
recogni zed that the ideal of freedomfrom both fear and want could be achi eved
only if civil and political rights on the one hand and economnic, social and
cultural rights on the other were both guaranteed. The two sets of rights
were universal, indivisible, interdependent and nutually reinforcing, and the
right to devel opnment, as a synthesis of both, was universal, inalienable and
an integral part of the fundanmental rights.

72. The establishment of a foll owup nechanism the appoi ntment of an
i ndependent expert and the report submitted by the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights were highly appreciated, as was the High
Commi ssioner's determ nation to strike a greater balance in her advocacy
bet ween what she had called “bread and ballot”.

73. The new denocratic Constitution of Nepal guaranteed all basic human
rights and fundanmental freedoms with a transparent political process and
account abl e governance. As a small, |andl ocked, | east-devel oped country,
Nepal faced a |lack of human, material and technical resources to address the
growi ng needs and expectations of its people. 1In the east there were |arge
nunbers of refugees from Bhutan, and acts of violence and terror comitted by
m sgui ded el enents in other parts of the country were posing further
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difficulties for socio-econonic devel opment, but the Governnent was fully
committed to protecting citizens' rights and pursui ng devel opment objecti ves.

74. Priority had been given to alleviating poverty and inproving the | ot of
vul nerabl e groups such as wonen, children, the disabled, the nentally
retarded, the elderly, w dows, indigenous popul ations and people living in
remote areas. The independent expert on the right to devel opnent had
correctly enphasi zed the inportance of international cooperation in such
endeavours.

75. To ensure that its deliberations had an effect throughout the world, the
Commi ssion had a historical duty to recognize the roles and obligations of
States and the inportant parts played by the international community and

civil society in elimnating obstacles to devel opnent, especially in the

| east - devel oped countries.

76. M. SINGH (India) acknow edged the conplexity of the right to

devel opnent, the realization of which required denocracy, transparency,
account abl e governance and respect for political and civil rights, which could
not be denied using the existence of poverty as a justification. At the sanme
time, poverty could prevent the enjoynent of human rights, and its elimnation
must therefore be a priority. It had becone fashionable to refer to a
“rights-based approach to devel opnent”, a vague concept often wongly invoked
to i npose conditions on devel opnent aid or even on devel opnent itself, while
the right to devel opment was inalienable and its application should not be a
tool for such conditionalities. The Vienna Conference had recogni zed that
devel opnent, denmpcracy and human rights were interrelated, and devel opnent,

as the nost powerful tool at the international community's disposal for
enpower nent, was essential for ensuring human rights.

77. Hunger, deprivation and extreme poverty were as unconsci onabl e as
torture or disappearances. A “devel opnental approach to human rights” was as
rel evant as a rights-based approach to devel opnent. That was why his
Government had | aunched a National Human Devel opment Initiative to provide
food security, health care, education, enploynment and shelter to the nost

vul nerabl e sections of Indian society.

78. There was an intrinsic relationship between the inequitable nature of
the international econony and the inability of mlIlions of people to enjoy
their human rights, and particularly the right to developnment. 1In their

reports to the Conm ssion, independent experts and rapporteurs highlighted
sonme of the neasures urgently required to renedy the situation, including an
i ncrease in ODA, foreign debt cancellation, transfer of technology to
devel opi ng countries on reasonable terns, elimnation of trade barriers,
restructuring of international financial, nonetary and tradi ng systens and
granting devel oping countries a greater voice in global macroeconom c

deci si on- maki ng.

79. Preparations for the open-ended working group should comrence w t hout
del ay, and its chai rman shoul d be appoi nted by consensus. That body woul d

have to hol d neani ngful discussions on the report of the independent expert
and the activities of OHCHR, and woul d al so have to organi ze an expert pane
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di scussion on the right to devel opnent and econom c, social and cultura
rights as well as discussions with all relevant United Nations agencies and in
particul ar the rel evant nmechani sns of the Conm ssion

80. M . FERRER RODRI GUEZ (Cuba) said he was concerned that, 13 years after
the Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent, the results had been so neagre.
Mor eover, the financial crisis, which threatened to becone global in scope,
did not bode well for the future of the right to devel opnment. The Commi ssion
must ask itself what it could do to ensure that the brunt of the burden did
not fall upon the poor, the hungry, the sick, children, the elderly and wonen
i n devel opi ng countries and how it could ensure the right to devel opnent in
such circumnst ances.

81. Despite the consensus on the universality, indivisibility,

i nt erdependence and interrel ati onship between all human rights and in
particul ar the universal and inalienable nature of the right to devel opnment

whi ch had been reached since the Vienna Conference, the situation was very
serious. Three-fifths of the world popul ati on was poor, and a quarter |ived
in extreme poverty; 800 mllion people were hungry and 2 billion anaem c from
nutritional deficiencies. Sonme 25,000 children died of curable diseases. The
225 richest people in the world had annual incomes greater than those of the
poorest 2.5 billion people. Meanwhile, US$ 800 billion were invested in
weaponry, including US$ 300 billion in the United States.

82. Such i nmbal ances woul d be corrected neither by the Bretton Wods
institutions nor by the market. Neoliberal globalization and the structura
adj ust rent programes advocated by those institutions ignored the socia
aspect of devel opment and nade such inbal ances worse both nationally and

i nternationally.

83. Though the financial crisis and epidem cs such as AIDS hit the

| east -devel oped countries and the nost vul nerable sectors the hardest, they
did not respect national boundaries and did not distinguish between cl asses,
political beliefs, religions or races.

84. I nternational cooperation nmust be effective and wi t hout

conditionalities, in an equitable international trade environment where
scientific and technical progress would be shared. The Declaration on the

Ri ght to Devel opment called for general and conplete di sarmanent so as to free
up resources for development. Cancellation of foreign debt was urgently
needed by nost devel oping countri es.

85. The current distribution of wealth was untenable and required reform
and the international financial system needed to reflect reality and be nade
nore denocratic so as to allow the devel oping countries to take part in

deci si on-maki ng. Affirmative action was needed for African countries and the
| east - devel oped countries, and the Special Initiative on Africa required
addi ti onal support.

86. The Commi ssion and the General Assenbly had adopted resolutions calling
for the elimnation of unilateral measures taken in violation of internationa
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| aw and the Charter of the United Nations which hanpered the full realization
of the rights set out in international human rights instrunents. Those
resol uti ons shoul d be observed w thout del ay.

87. Devel oped countries should fulfil the commitnent they had nmade to
earmark 0.7 per cent of GDP for ODA. It was commendable that a few countries
had reached that |evel, including Norway which had even surpassed it. For its

part, Cuba, despite its small size, underdevel oped status and the enbargo it
faced, had, with France, been anong the first countries to forgive the debt
of the countries struck by hurricane Mtch. It had converted a former

naval academy into a Latin Anerican nedical sciences school and offered

1, 000 schol arshi ps per year to allow Central American young persons | acking
resources to beconme doctors. It had al so made avail able grants in al

uni versity subjects for students fromthe Cari bbean

88. Some 500 doctors had been sent to Haiti and N ger, including a |arge
nunber that had been posted in the field and had saved 100, 000 people's |ives,
60, 000 of whom were children. Sonme 2,000 doctors had been sent to CGuatenal a,
Honduras and Ni caragua. Cuba had thus adopted practical neasures to ensure
the right to devel opnment.

89. M. MENDIS (Sri Lanka) said that it was heartening to see that, in the
past few years, the right to devel opnent had been gi ven due attention by the
i nternational comunity in the various forunms devoted to human rights,
culmnating in the Commi ssion's resolution at the previous session
recommendi ng the establishnment of a follow up nmechanism Nevert hel ess,

13 years after the adoption of the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent,
one in five persons |lived in absolute poverty, one in four was deprived of
basic health care, 250 mllion children suffered frommalnutrition and one in
five adults could not read or wite. Poverty was clearly one of the worst
violators of human rights in the world.

90. The worl d had sufficient resources, knowl edge and wealth to elimnate
hunger, but they had to be properly channelled in order to realize the right
to devel opnent .

91. For decades, Sri Lanka had invested in human devel opment, education
soci al welfare and health care, which had raised the literacy, health,

per capita GDP, savings and human resource devel opnment indices. The country's
human devel opnent index was ampong the highest of the devel opi ng nations, which
bore witness to the benefits of investnment in the social sector. Sustaining
that effort would require, however, an external environment conducive to
realizing the right to devel opnent. As the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
had said, the United Nations had an inportant role to play in bringing

toget her national CGovernnents and international and regional organizations,
transnati onal corporations, NGOs and individuals.

92. OHCHR had hel d and assisted in synposia and sem nars on the
interrel ati onship between devel opment activities and human rights, and nore
such activities should be organized. A sem nar should, for instance, be held
in Asia before the year 2000.
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93. G obalization could, if strategically oriented, lead to tangible
benefits for all, but nost devel oping nations felt the process was unbal anced.
As long as that was the case, they would find it difficult to realize the
right to developnent. |If effectively inplenmented, however, the right to

devel opnent coul d substantially alleviate the msery and suffering of mllions
of people around the world.

94. M. REN Yisheng (China) said that 3.3 billion people in the world lived
in poverty, and that according to the Adm nistrator of UNDP, sone 1.3 billion
subsi sted on |less than one United States dollar per day. ODA was steadily
declining and had on average reached 0.22 per cent of CGDP, the | owest |eve
since 1973. Yet sone devel oped countries downpl ayed the inportance of the
right to devel opment, favouring civil and political rights.

95. The many conponents of human rights were all interdependent,

interrel ated and equal in inportance. They included civil and politica
rights, but also econom c, social and cultural rights, the right to

devel opnent and the right to survival. The devel oping countries, where nost
of the world' s population |ived, should give priority to the realization of
econom c, social and cultural rights and the right to devel opment.

96. In human rights study and practice, the right to devel opment did not
have a status comensurate with its inmportance. The international community
shoul d take practical steps to redress the bal ance between civil and politica
rights on the one hand and ot her human rights, including the right to

devel opnent, on the other. For exanple, OHCHR shoul d organi ze nmore semi nars
on the latter and create mechani snms and ensure sufficient financial and human
resources for their follow up

97. The Commi ssion, for its part, could contribute to the realization of the
right to devel opnment through the working group and the activities of the
i ndependent expert.

98. At the international |evel, conditions conducive to the realization of
the right to devel opnment had to be ensured, for if national efforts were of
obvi ous inportance, a favourable external environnent and internationa
cooperation based on equality and mutual respect were indispensable. The
devel opi ng countries faced poverty, overpopul ation, heavy debts, deteriorating
terms of trade and a | ack of infrastructure and nanagenent capacities, and
were ill-equipped to weather adverse external econom c changes. All countries
conmitted to pronoting human rights had the duty to help them develop, in
particul ar by increasing ODA

99. The devel opi hg countries had won their independence in the twentieth

century, and were entitled to freedomfromwant in the twenty-first century.
That was a challenge that the entire international community had to neet.

The neeting rose at 9 p. m




