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Published by the International 'Federaiion of Tamils

Tamil Eelam leader, Velupillai Pirabakaran in a wide ranging interview says:

"I wanted to achieve through action
tather than waste time in idle fancies"

amil Eelam leader, Mr.

Velupillai Pirabakaran
in arecent wide ranging inter-
view in Tamil published in the
Tamil literary magazine ‘Veli-
cham’,hasspoken openly about
hisearly beginnings, the role of
art and literature in the strug-
gle, and theimportance thathe
attached to the education and
welfare of the young children
of Tamil Eelam.

He said: ‘The racial riots that
erupted in Sri Lanka in 1958 and
the agonies that the Tamils had to
endure as a result were factors that
impelled me to militancy. When I
read the novels of Tamil Nadu writ-
ers like Kausiyan (Paminip Pavai),
Sandiliyan (Kadat Pura) and Kalki
(Ponniyin Selvan)... (they) roused
in me the desire to see our nation
rise again from servitude and our
people live a life of dignity and
freedom in their liberated home-
land. Why should’nt we take up
arms to fight those who have en-
slaved us?....Above all, Subhas
Chandra Bose’s life was a beacon
to me, lighting up the path that I
should follow. His disciplined life
and his total commitment and ded-
ication to the cause of his country’s
freedom deeply impressed me...

After T had finished reading a
book the questions ““Why*’, ““What
for’’ ‘‘How did this happen this

way’’ used to rise in my mind. I
would try to connect the narrative
and the characters with the life of
our people.

““Iwanted toachieve something
through action rather than waste
time through idle fancies... The
books that I read dealing with
national liberation struggles con-
veyed one clear message to me:
‘A freedom fighter should be
pure, selfless and ready to sacri-
fice himself for his people”’

“A reedom fighter should
be. selfless and be ready
fo saerifice himself for
his  people”

Responding to a question by
the interviewer concerning the
role of art and literature in the
context of the liberation strug-
gle, Mr.Pirabakaran said: ‘‘Art
and literature take life as their
theme... they symbolise the expe-
rience of life. Today our life and
experience are interwined with our
struggle for liberation... At the sa-
metime art and literature attain
heights of excellence when they
give birth to a consciousness of
freedom.. I firmly believe that the
literary resurgence emerging from
the Tamil Eelam liberation strug-
gle will produce great works which

will touch the summits of excel-
lence in the future... Several of our
young fighters show a keen inter-
est in creative literature.. some of
these writings and works of art are
of high quality... With the passage
of time, the accumulation of expe-
rience and the growth of maturity,
we can look forward to excellent
literary and artistic work being
produced by our liberation fight-
ers... When such people come to
record the history of their time, it
is bound to be authentic and sub-
lime.”’

Speaking about the interest that
he had taken in implementing wel-
fare and educational schemes for
young children in Tamil Eelam,
Mr. Pirabakaran added: ‘*The fu-
ture generation is the foundation
for the nation we will build... This
new generation will be scientific-
minded, patriotic, honest, heroic
and possessed of a sense of honour,
self respect and dignity... We have
taken the small boys and girls who
have been affected by the war into
our fond embrace. We do not con-
sider them orphans or children
bereft of kith and kin.””

He concluded: ‘‘They are the
children of our motherland and
they are flowers which have blos-
somed on our soil...We consider
itour paramount duty to educate
these children and bring them
up... as the architects of the fu-
ture of our nation.”’

Zoi Lightioot, Spokesperson for American Indians speaks out at July Rally in London :

“Wnger is the sedative of pain, but we must leam o chamnel this anger”

Zoi Lightfoot, who was born on
an Indian reservation in the state
of Minnesota in 1958 at a time
when her people were not consid-
ered to be citizens of their own
country, made an impassioned and
maoving speech at the public
meefing at Conway Hall, London
on 23 July 1994 to commemorate
the July’83 genocide of Tamils in
the island of Sri Lanka. She said:
“I honour and salute the struggle
of the Tamil people. I'applaud the
Liberation Tigers, whose insight
has led them to recognise a wom-
an’s right te defend the land her
children walk. Without that land,
her future generations will no

longer exist. A woman will defend
her children’s right to self deter-
mination as surely as a lioness
will defend her cubs. ...The road
to freedom, the right to be who we
wish to be is long and hard. We the
occupied peoples of the world have
begun a journey from which there
can be no turning back. We con-
tinue to battle in our own ways
against those with no heart to feel
the pain they inflict on us. The
(American) Indian Nations have
JSought and continue to fight a long
hard battle. For make no mistake,
this war with us has been raging for
502 years now and bears no resem-
biance to the standard cow boy west-

erns... More of our people died in
the prisoncamps known to the world
as ‘Indian Reserves’’ from starva-
tion and small pox, than died in
battle. Even more died from the
bounty on our scalps, a practise
later replaced with ‘skinning’’ for
bounty. Hence the term “‘redskin’’.
«.=That 20% of our men and women
were sterilised without prior knowl-
edge or consent is a great wrong we
cannot forget. That one in ten
youngsters atfempt suicide - this is
real pain. Anger is the sedative of
pain, but we must all learn to use
this anger in a channelled man-
ner... Regardless of racial origins
we must all learn to recognise and

“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because ofthe systematic oppres-

sion of
state...”

our people by the Sri Lankan

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam

Mr.Anton Ponraj, told at the
46th Sesions of the UN Sub Com-
mission on the Prevention of
Discrimination against Minori-
tiesin Genevaon 5 August 1994:
‘““‘We have been particularly
concerned with the increasing
outbreaks of racism in many
parts of Europe against asylum
seekers. The fate that has be-
fallen Tamil asylum seekers in
Europe is a case in point. Some
Tamil asylum seekershave even
been murdered in Europe. One
Tamil asylum seeker facing de-
portation set himself on fire in
Sweden. Again in early Janu-
ary this year, the governments
of Switzerland and Sri Lanka
signed an agreement for the in-
voluntary repatriation of Sri
Lankan asylum seekers to Co-
lombo. That such a step was
taken despite the statement by
adelegation from the European
Parliament which visited Sri
Lanka in October last year that
“‘the current situation in Sri
Lanka was not conducive for
Western governments to return
asylum seekers’’ increases our
concern.’”” Mr.Ponraj was
speaking on behalf of the NGO,
International Educational De-
velopment, under the Agenda
Item ‘Racism and the Role of
the Sub Commission®’

He added: ‘It is a matter of
special concern to us that Tamils
who have fled their homeland to
escape yearsof oppressive rule
and genocidal progroms by a
Sinhala dominated racist Sri
Lankan government should now
face racist attacks in the countries
where they have sought refuge.
What then are the measures that
should be taken to combat rac-
ism? What should be the role of
Sub Commission in this regard?
Clearly, in the case of asylum

 International Educational Development fells UN' Sub Commission:
“Forcible deportation of asylum seekers will
encourage racism - not combat it”

—7

seekers, there is a compelling
need for countries to honour their
obligations under the UN Con-
vention for Refugees, in both let-
ter and spirit. Here, we are not
unmindful that countries in Eu-
rope have had to bear the cost of
the oppressive actions of racist
governments abroad and have had
to withstand the social pressures
caused by large inflows of asylum
seekers. The influx of asylum
seekers to Europe shows that rac-
ism anywhere is a threat to stabil-
ity everywhere. But sending
back Tamil asylum seekers to
face detention, torture and pos-
sible death in Sri Lanka, is not
the answer. It is not simply that it
would be inhumane to treat the
victims of racism in this way.
Such forcible deportation will en-
courage racism because it will
show that govemments, rather
than combat racism, have suc-
cumbed to the pressures of rac-
ism. At the sametime, there is a
compelling need to address the
underlying causes which impel a
Tamil asylum seeker to flee his
homeland. We urge the Sub
Commission to openly recognise
the right of the Tamil people to
live in their own land, free from
the oppressive rule of-a racist
Sinhala dominated Sri Lanka
government. Such open recog-
nition by the international com-
munity will serve to impress
upon the Sri Lanka government
the urgent need to seek a polit-
ical solution to the armed con-
flict in the island and will also
create a climate for the return
of Tamil asylum seekers to live
in freedom in their homeland.
This will be the effective and
humane way of stopping and
reversing the flow of Tamil asy-
lum seekers, lessening the pres-
sures on host countries, and com-

batingtherise of racismin them.”
=

respectthe cry of pain from another
abused nation. ..It sometimes sticks
in our throats but we must all learn
true diplomacy.. For we who are
labelled ethnic and indigenous,
should not have to vie for time at the
United Nations like beggars at a
banguet waiting for the them to
throw the first scrap of humanity. If
it is fruly the ““United Nations’’
then where are the seals of our
sovereign nations? I see no Tamil
leaders sitting next to the UK repre-
sentative. I see none of our leaders
taking their place either. I was
honoured and proud to be asked to
speak here. The All Nations Forum
stands with you on this day of soli-

darity. Before I go, I would like to
pose a question aimed at those
who claim ‘this does not concern
me’ or ‘I do not want to get in-
volved in politics’. It is this. How
many aof my people have to be
murdered and imprisoned for de-
fending not only their right to self
determination but your.right to
self determination before you
wake up to reality? Lthank you for
listening. In my language this is
said as Mee Gwitch. To the Tamil
people I send you the spirit of my
people as we walk the same road,
in strength, dignity and national
pride. One day the world will lis-
ten.”

e ST ae L m e et .o
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11th Anniversary - July'83 Genodide

On Saturday 23 July 1994
thousands of Tamils in Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales par-
ticipated in a demonstration
march in London to mark the
eleventh anniversary of the
July’83 genocide. The march
started at Temple Place behind
the premisesoftheIndian High
Commission and wound its way
to Conway Hall in Holborn. A
public meeting washeld at Con-
way Hall. Amongst those who
addressed the meeting were
Mr. A.C. Shanthan, United
Tamil Organisation (UTO),
Ms. Zoe Lightfoot, Spokesper-
son, All Nations Forum Inter-

national, Mr.Estevao Cabral,
Fretlin Liberation Movement
(East Timor) , Mr.Win Soe,
Chairman, Solidarity for De-
mocracy in Burma, Mr.Robert
AP Tomas, Celtic League,
Ms.Medea, Kurdish Workers
Association, Ms. Diedre Mcon-
nel, Campaign Against State
Terrorism in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Neminathan, Solicitor,
Mr.S.Sri-skandarajah, Solici-
tor, MsShivani Jegarajah,
Barrister at Law, Jude Pa-
heerathan and Dr.S. Dharma-
lingam. Dr. Dharmalingam
who himself was incarcerted
by Sri Lanka and was fortu-

nate fo survive the July’83
massacre in Welikade Jail, was
the chief guest.

=g =T

Genocide is a crime which transcends state bound-
aries. Furthermore, there is no time limit within
which a prosecution for genocide may be launched.
Those who committed the crime of genocide during
the Second World War continue to be hunted down
today. The facts concerning July’83 establish, atthe
lowest,a prima facie case sufficient to warrant an
indictment for genocide against the Sri Lanka
authorities. Those responsible for genocide '83
both within the then Sri Lanka government and
outside it, must be charged and punished according
to law. Genocide is a crime against humanity.
Genocide’83 must not go unpunished.

'July '83 is a symbol of
what is going on
in Sri Lanka today’’

“July '83 is a symbol of what is going on in Sri
Lanka (today) - the continuing attacks on the
human rights of the Tamil people.

The attacks in July '83 have never been investi-
gated, leave alone by an independent commission
of inquiry. Today the conflict continues. The bomb-
ings, the colonisation, the redrawing of the maps,
the economic blockade and the genocide still goes
onin Sri Lanka.” (British Member of Parliament,
Mr.Neil Gerrard, speaking at Trafalgar Square
on the 10th Anniversary of Genocide’83)
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Liberation Tigers Banner

Eleven Years Ago

’If living together is so
hard, what about a
separate state for the
Tamils?’

“If living together is so hard, what about a
separate state in the north for the Tamils?
They have as good a claim to a nation of their
own as most members of the United Nations.
But as always it is a question of power, and in
Sri Lanka the Sinhalese have the power. Do
they also have the wisdom to see that the
Tamil minority is treated in a way that justifies
its retention within a unitary state?”’ (Wash-
ington Post Editorial Comment 4 August
1983)

% | 'There is no God-given
wod|  law that an island
w | shall support just a
single state’

“There is no God-given law that an island
shall support just a single state, as examples
round the world, both happy and unhappy
demonstrate: Borneo, New Guinea, Tierra del
Fuego, Ireland. If the island of Sri Lanka is to
remain a single democratic state, the rights of
its minorities will have to be restored and
entrenched.” (Guardian, 9 August 1983)
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International Federation of Tamils tells August 1994 Sessions of UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities:

'The assurances given by Sri Lanka to the Sub-
Commission were not infended to be honoured

and have not in fact been h

e International Feder
ation of Tamils in an
appeal to the delegates to the
current August 1994 sessions
of the UN Sub Commission on
Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities declared: “‘Dur-
ing the past eleven years the
Sub- Commission has heard
hundreds of statementsraising
grave concern at the failure to
resolve the armed conflict in
theisland of Sri Lanka. Yet the
conflict continues and innocent
lives continue to be lost.”’

IFT pointed out that at the
45th Sessions of the Sub-Com-
mission in August last year, a
draft Resolution on the Situation
of Human Rights in Sri Lanka,
was withdrawn on the basis of
assurances given by the Sri Lan-
ka Delegation to the members of
the Sub Commission.

The Draft Resolution had called
upon “the Government of Sri Lan-
ka and all other parties to the armed
conflict strictty to adhere to the
obligations under common article

3 of the Geneva Conventions of
1949” and had “wurged the Gov-

ernment of Sri Lanka and other
parties to the conflict to seek a
cessation of hostilities and to
achieve an end to the conflict
through negotiations.”

IFT pointed out that the Leader
of the Sri Lanka Delegation in his
Statement to the Sub-Commission
(on 20 August 1993)thanked the
co-sponsors for withdrawing the
Draft Resolution , and had detailed
to the Sub Commission the meas-
ures which he claimed the Sri Lan-
ka government had already imple-
mented to secure-human rights in
the island. But, said IFT, recent
Amnesty Reports show that'the Sri
Lanka government had prevaricat-
ed yet again before the UN Sub
Commission.(see adjoining inset)

pointed out that as for the

o called negotiations with
Tamil political parties in Colom-
bo, the comments appearing in the
Sinhala owned Lanka Guardian
based in Colombo were relevant:
“...neither the UNP nor the SLFP
has taken the grovelling (Colom-
bo based) Tamil politicians seri-
ously.... Successive (Sri Lanka)
Governments have exploited the
eagemess of Tamil parties to con-
jure up illusions of ‘negotiations”
in order to claim falsely that a
majority of Tamils disagree with
the ongoing Tamil national strug-
gle in the NEP. Their aim is to
marginalise the LTTE as a minor-
ity of “terrorists” and to discredit
Tamil resistance as “violence”...
...Today these (Colombo based
Tamil) parties are at their weakest
politically... it is simply nonsense
to allege that they can even induce

Sri Lanka’s Word

“In regard to measures to ascertain the whereabouts of persons
alleged to have disappeared, the government has prepared a revised
warrant to be issued for the Presidential Commission to inquire into
Involuntary Removals of Persons. This revision is with a view to
facilitate the (Presidential) Commission to expedite its work...The
prosecution of those responsible for disappearances is also being
carried on with vigour.” (Sri Lanka Attorney General at UN Sub
Commission, August 1993) .

“The mandate of the Presidential Commission of Inquiry ..
which investigates disappearances committed after 11 January
1991 was revised in September (1993) ..By the end of September
1993 it had concluded public inquiries into 21 cases since its
creation in January 1991...No known action on its findings in any
case has been taken, and none of its reports had been published
by the end of year...””(Amnesty International Report February

1994)
Sri Lanka’s Word

“In regard to the review and revision of the Emergency Regula-
tions relating to arrest and detention, the government has already
accomplished this and the revised version of these Emergency
Regulations was promulgated on 17 June 1993” (Sri Lanka Attor-
ney General at UN Sub Commission, August 1993)

¢ ..The new regulations have been issued in a single volume
which appears to provide a consolidated set of all regulations.
This is deceptive, however, as regulations on other subjects dealt
with under the emergency after June 1989 still remain in force
and their provisions have not been included in the newly pub-
lished regulations of 17 June even when they affect detention
procedures... the regulations still provide for indefinite preven-
tive detention on renewable, three monthly detention orders ...
They also continue to permit detainees to be held for long periods
in police and in the northeast, in military custody...’(Amnesty
International Report February 1994)

Sri Lanka’s Word

“Steps are underway to identify Emergency Regulations yet in
force which could be revoked as being redundant or unnecessary.
The Regulations which are not strictly relevant in the context of
public security but nonetheless considered necessary are to be
enacted as laws through the normal legislative process.” (Sri Lanka
Attorney General at UN Sub Commission, August 1993)

“Although the government undertook to remove from the
Emergency Regulations any regulation which has no bearing on
public security concerns, it has since promulgated new regula-
tions with no apparent connection to public security.”(Amnesty
International Report February 1994)

Sri Lanka’s Word

“In regard to the recommendations of the Working Group on
Disappearances, arising from two visits to Sri Lanka, the govern-
ment is in the process of implementing these recommendations.” (Sri
Lanka Attorney General at UN Sub Commission, August 1993)

“In October (1993) the government established a unit under
a senior police officer to examine documentation on the ‘disap-
pearance’ cases submitted to the government for clarification by
the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappear-
ances... [The procedure adopted] does not constitute a proper
inquiry into the reported ‘disappearances’ and appears to have
been instituted as a palliative to satisfy international concern on
this issue... (Amnesty International Report February 1994)

the present or future Government
to begin official negotiations.They
merely serve as window dressing
for the insincere exercise of “‘ex-
ploring political solutions” con-
ducted by the Government for
the twin purposes of legitimizing
the military campaign in the NEP
and hoodwinking the internation-
al community that it is seeking a
political solution to the ‘Tamil
problem.’ ”

FT submitted to the Sub-

Commission that the con-
clusion was inescapable that the
Sri Lanka Government’s State-
ment to the Sub Commission on
20 August 1993 that the Govern-
ment proposed to negotiate with
{Colombo based) Tamil parties
‘elected’ at the local authority
elections was a prevarication. It
was a prevarication intended to
‘hoodwink’ the international
community and get over the im-
mediate hurdle of the Sub Com-
mission Draft Resolution (L27)
which had, inter alia, recognised
the existence of an ‘armed con-
flict’ in the island and which had
“urged the Government of Sri
Lanka and other parties to the
conflict to seek a cessation of
hostilities and to achieve an end
to the conflict through negotia-
tions.”

IFT added: *“... the assurances
given by the Sri Lanka govern-
ment to the Sub-Commission were
not intended to be honoured and
have not in fact been honoured...
In the meantime, however, the
Sri Lankan authorities have con-
tinued to violate the humanrights
of the Tamil people and have
continued in their refusal to rec-
ognise their obligations under
common article 3 of the Geneva
Conventions of 1949,

FT pointed out that Amnes

ty International reported in
February 1994: “Thousands of
Tamils are being arrested every
month in Colombo, most without
any valid reason. .. The small
number of cases in which there
appears tobeany evidence of wrong
doing is high lighted by the fact
that out of the total 15,711 arrests
in only 17 (0.11%) cases have
charges so farbeen laid... The army
and armed groups working with
the government have abducted
some people and held them in se-
cret places of detention for upto
two and a half months, where they
have been torturcd before being
dumped on the side of the road or
transferred to police custody... .im-
punity remained a major obsta-
cle to the long term improvement
of human rights. Little progress
was made in the prosecution of
security forces personnel allegedly
responsible for committing human
rights violations during previous
years..”

weldlewe'd LU S R

onoured’

IFT concluded: ““The Sri Lan-
ka Government _often states to the
Sub-Commission that it “contin-
ues to hope that the LTTE too
would see the merits of a negotiat-
ed settlement”. However the polit-
ical reality is thatitis the SriLanka
government which used the Par-
liamentary Select Committee
mechanism, for two years and
more, as a way of avoiding direct
talks with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam; that it is the Sri
Lanka Government which rejected
a number of offers to mediate in-
cluding one made in August 1993
by four Nobel laureates; that it is
the Sri Lanka President who con-
tinued to insist that there was no
ethnic problem; that it is Sri Lanka
which is engaged in a war for land
in the Tamil homeland; and that it
is Sri Lanka which seeks to con-
quer the north and render the

Tamils in the east a minority in .

their own homeland.

ince the last sessions of the

Sub-Commission, the Sri
Lanka government has intensified
its indiscriminate aerial bombard-
ment of the North and the four year
old economic blockade continués.
Since last year several hundred
more Tamils have been arrested in
the East by Sri Lanka’s military
and para military forces and many
have ‘disappeared’.

The International Federation
of Tamils believes that these
events taken together with the
statements made by the SriLan-

‘It is recognition
and negotiation
that will provide
the pathways to
peaceintheisland’

ka delegation to the Sub Com-
mission, show that the SriLan-
ka government is, in truth, en-
gaged in creating a legitimising
framework for its continued gen-
ocidal onslaught on the Tamil
people. Inour view the situation
in theisland is extremely serious
and demands the urgent atten-
tion of the Sub-Commission. We
request the Sub- Commission to
adopt a resolution calling upon
the two parties to the armed con-
flict, the Governmentof SriLan-
ka and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, to enter into a
ceasefire and to commence ne-
gotiations. We believe that it is
recognition and negotiation that
will provide the pathways to peace
in the island of Sri Lanka.”
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