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DR P. L. PREMATILLEKE
Acting Head, Dept. of Archaeology,
University of Sri Lanka, Peradeniya

MUSEUMS AND ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeology may be considered the

backbone of museums particularly in
countries which have had a long culturaj
heritage. This is borne out by the fact
that most museums of countries like
Egypt, Iraq, Afghanistan, India, Ceylon
and those of the Far East are archaco-
logical museums. They are the ‘havens
of refuge’ for archaeological material
such as prehistoric remains, architectura]
fragments, sculptures, paintings, epigraphs,
coins and other arts and crafts.

As the dictionary defines, ‘‘the
museum is an institution or repository
for the collection, exhibition and study
of objects of artistic, historic and educa-
tional interest.” However at first they
were treated as mere storerooms for
collecting and preserving the vestiges of
the past in which the public had no
interest whatsoever; only a select circle,
used to musing, made some attempts to
make use of them. This attitude prevailed
down to the first few decades of the
twentieth century. :

At the beginning of this century,
even archaeologists of the calibre of
Flinders Petrie had doubts about the future
museums, for he remarks: ‘ To raid the
whole of the past ages, and put all that
we think effective into museums is only
to ensure that such things will perish in
Course of time. A museum is omly a
temporary place. There is not one store-
house in the world that has lasted a couple
of thousand years......”

Within the last few decades, specially
since the Second World War, there has
been a rapid advance in the growth and
development of museum science extending

its scope to technical, scientific and other
fields of study. They are no longer mere
storehouses but vast repositories of know-
ledge. Today, the museum is considered
one of the greatest educational institutions
in a country. It is no longer confined
to a select circle but open to the wider
public, to the amateur as well as to the
specialist. It serves the general public
to widen their knowledge and understand-
ing in the workings of man and nature.
On the other hand, the museums, supply
the necessary source material to the
research worker.

Speaking of museum material, Stuart
Piggott aptly remarks: ““These are primary
sources in much the same way that
original manuscripts in archives or libraries
are primary sources to hijstorians.>’

There are many types of museums
spread all over the world, ranging from
modest houses exhibiting objects of interest
to large palaces storing great treasures-
There are country museums and town
museums, site museums . and period
museums, school museums and university
museums and finally, the national museums.
Primarily, these museums are classified
as art museums and science museums.
The art museums, again, are of two
types, namely, archaeological museums
which are concerned with ancient art
and museums of modern art dealing with
the art of contemporary times, An
archaeological museum is a place where
objects of antiquity are housed. They
include prehistoric implements and wea-
pons, materials relating to agriculture
and animal husbandry, potsherds, coins,
architectural fragments, sculptures of
terra-cotta, stone, metal, wood, . ivory,
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, paintings and other arts and crafts.
In the wider context, ' archaeology and
cthnology or cultural anthropology are
inseparable parts of the same discipline,
for both deal with the revelation of man’s
past. However, with the development of
museum science, these are treated today
as distinct fields.

Even an old building of some historical

importancemay beconverted into a museums
Such examples are found in plenty parti-
~cularly in the western countries. In our
own country, we possess such a museum
in the old palace in Kandy, in which
the building in itself js an object of
display. Similarly, it is possible that
important buildings of the more recent
_past, those of the Portugese and the
- Dutch periods, be converted into period
museums, so that specimens of objectg
of the particular period could be displayed
in a befitting environment for the
benefit of the student of history and
the interested public. There are also
site museums of archaeology exhibiting
collections of antiquities belonging to a
particular site or locality and such
museums often specialize themselves in
a particular field or a period of history
and play an important role in the educa-
tional sphere in providing research material
to the specialist.

The science museums, too, are many
and varied. They vary from school and
university museums to state museums
at departmental level and deal with
natural science or pure science and techno-
logy.

Both these categories, namely, art
and science, are combined in a national
museum. It forms the central museum
of a country constituting a vast repository
of objects relating to humanities, social
sciences and pure sciences and serves as
an institution imparting an encyclopaedic

education to a of the

population.

large segment

As for the term ¢archaeology’, it
1s the science of study of the material
remains left by man in successive stages
of the evolution of society, and the
archaeologist attempts to reconstruct the'
past on the evidence of his finds. Whether
it be a flint or a flake, a coin or a
potsherd, an iron nail or an architectural
fragment, a piece of sculpture or a trace
of mural, each tells a story of its own
and finally goes to reconstruct the history
of man and society. Archacology is a
subject that is related to other arts and
sciences, fine arts, folk arts, anthropology,
geography, geology, chemistry, physics,
botany, zoology and even astronomy
and medicine come within the field of
archaeology. From the obsolete idea
that archaeology is dry as dust, it has
now risen to the rank of an important
science involving intricate technical pro-
cesses and embracing aesthetic values.
The development of excavation techniques
and interpretation has elevated the study
of archaeology to the level of a scientific
discipline. By scientific excavation, the
archaeologist reveals all tangible objects
buried underground, such as skeletal
remains of man and animal, implements
and weapons, utensils and potsherds,
jewellery and ornaments, written” records,
coins, remains of architecture, sculpture
and painting and other objects. These
are the raw materials in the reconstruction
of the cijvilization of a bygone age.
Irrespective of their material value, they
make a tremendous contribution to the
study of the past. i

The mere unearthing of the remains
does not fulfill the objective of th:-
archaeologist. These objects need careful
selection, identification, classification and
dating. Notwithstanding all these, they



need preservation and presentation, and
. this brings us to the vital role that
museums play in archaeology. While
the aim of archaeology is to Teveal
material remains . with a view to re-
constructing the past, the main objective
of the museum is to contribute towards
achieving this end by collection, pre-
servation and intelligent display of the
finds unearthed by the archaeologist. Thus;
museums and archaeology cannot be
divorced from each other. They form
inseparable halves of a unified scheme.

An  important function of the
museums lies in the field of education,
archaeological or otherwise. Archaeo-
logical education, is incomplete without
a study of the various collections in the
museums. It supplements the other
schemes of archaeological education such
as lectures, library facilities, films, etc.
Periodic visits to a museum would be
like Visitin/g many sites at the same time-
The different galleries devoted to different
subjects such as archaeclogy, anthropo-
logy and natural science bring home to
the student the related branches of
study within easy reach and this provides
him with first-hand knowledge of his
own subject in a wider perspective. In
short, it provides the visitor with a
panorama of the history of mankind and
their activities.

We are aware that a museum con-
stitutes the collections of objects of
antiquity which may be excavated finds,
explorated finds, chance finds or
bequests. Sometimes, objects are exhibijted
in museums as loans too. As the main
-objective of a public museum is edu-
cating .and enlightening the general public
as  well as the specialist, it should be
equipped with objects of quality and
specimens that would tell the story

. the
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of the past without leaving ldrge -gaps,

-

for such shortcomings tend to distort
facts. It is unfortunate that many such °
finds have already found permanent

homes in museums other than those
of the country of origin, and this was
inevitable in respect of countries which
were under political subjugation to
imperial powers. The countries that
suffered ~most are India, Sri Lanka,
Burma, Siam, Central Asia and South
East Asia. /For instance, the best speci-
mens of the decorative sculptures of
the stupa of Amaravati are now exhibited
in the British Museum. The original
casket in which the relics of the two
great disciples of the Buddha, Sariputta
and Moggallana, were placed, is still
in the possession of the Victoria and

Albert Museum. Some of our best
archaeological specimens too, are no
longer with us. The portrait sculpture

of a Kandyan king is reported to be in
a museum at Munich, Germany. The
life size statue of Tara, the consort of
Bothisattva Avalokitesvara (some
would identify it as the figure of Pattini)
and fine statuettes of Buddhist divinities
belong to the collection of Oriental anti-

quities of the British Museum. A
Buddha  image showing magnificent
workmanship, recovered froin _near the

Kandy palace, is now exhibited in the
Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh.
(While going through the reserve collection

- of this museum, we came across a wide

collection of Kandyan antiquities too.)

These and other masterpieces, which are.

preserved and exhibited wunder best
conditions, have subscribed immensely
to the international prestige that such
museums enjoy today. On the other
hand, these objects have indirectly helped
to establish the great cultural heritage
possessed by the countries of their
origin,
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Yet," the absence of these master-
pieces in our own country has to be
" considered a great loss. The museum
authorities, however, have thought wisely
in having replicas of the originals. For
instance, the casts of the statue of Tara
in the British Museum are available in
the Colombo National Museum and the
Archaeological Museum of the Univer-
sity of Ceylon, Peradeniya and casts of
the Buddha image in the Royal Scottish
Museum are available in the National
Museum, Kandy and the University
Museum, Peradeniya.

Similarly, archaeological antiquities,
which are not portable and are preserved
in their original setting, need be re-
presented in the museums in the form
of replicas. To this category belong
murals, stone sculptures, etc. The avail-
ability of such replicas helps in filling
up the gaps in the sequence of presen-
tation in a museum.

The relationship that exists between
a central museum and the local site
museums is an important aspect in our
study. There are site museums of archa-
eology, ethlonogy and natural science
some of which may serve as period
museums too. These museums render
invaluable service in the collection and
exhibition of finds from the respective
localities. Apart from their being best
displayed in museums situated
own enyvironment, representative collections
in such museums no doubt make them
specialized museums. However, irrespective
of the fact that such site museums may
belong to various state departments,
local bodies or other institutions, the
representative specimens of a portable
nature recovered from various sites need
be exhibited in a central museum, It
will serve several purposes. Firstly, it
is not always possible to provide adequate

in their

=

means of preservation of objects at all
site museums. This is more so in the
tropical countries on account of the
prevailing climatic conditions. Secondly,

having such objects in a central museum -

will give the specialist visitor an oppor-
tunity to be well informed of the finds
relating to different faculties of study,
so .that he would be directed to the
specialized site museums in order to
persue his interests further in a parti-
cular field. Thirdly, such objects would
enhance the national character of a central
museum and help to build up an inter-
national repute of the cultural heritage
of a country. Fourthly, the nationa)
museum will be well equipped to ful-
fill the needs of the wider public and
the student of general interest and
finally, the problem of security of such
masterpieces would be solved to a great
extent.

This method of collecting and exhi-
biting objects of quality in central
museums is a worldwide practice today.
For instance, in Britain, when an important
archaeological find is made in any part
of the country, it is carefully removed
to a central museum like the British
Museum where the necessary laboratory
aids are available for its restoration and
preservation. Likewise the National Gallery
in London specializes in the restoration
and preservation of all types of paintings,
In the National Museum, New Delhi,
the Central Asian and the. Indus Valley
antiquities form two exclusive collections.
At the beginning of the last quarter of
the nineteenth century, when Sir Alex-
ander Cunningham recovered the remaining
portions of the railing along with the
eastern gateway of the stupa of Bharhut
in Vindhya Pradesh, he removed the
whole remains to the Indian Museum,
Calcutta, where a complete gallery has
been devoted to jts preservation. This

-
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is an example of even unportable objects
which had been transported to a central
museum for better preservation.

These considerations stress the inter-
dependence between the archaeologist and
the museuologist, for both attemptto reveal
the past. A sustained and co-ordinated
effort is necessary to achieve this end,
for an ego-centric attitude is undesirable
in matters cultural and educational.
I cannot do much better than to quote
an expert on this point. Jean Miliadis
of the New Acropolis Museum in Athens
aptly remarks: “When forming a museum

of ancient art, onc must guard against:

all egotism and try to satisfy, not the
demands of individuals or groups of
persons but essentially the needs of the
objects themselves.”

The experts on museums are alive
to the need of a sound knowledge of
the principles of archaeology by the
museuologist. Hence, museum courses are
devised to fulfill this need. For instance,
the Museum Association of Great Britain
has its syllabus drawn to cover a wide
field in the study of archacology along
with the rtelated subjects such as fine
arts, folk life, natural history, geology,
botany *and zoology. The technical aspect,
of handling archaeological material is dealt
with under the following headings:-

“ Collection — policy, methods (including

excavations), legal owner-
ship of finds.

Conservation— first 'aid methods in the
field, repair and cleaning,
restoration  of pottery,
technique  of  pottery,
technique of casting.

conditions suitable for
various types of antiquities
use and organization of
reserve collections.

Storage —

Mamtenance of records.

Publication — Preparation of reports of
objects, illustrations for
manuscripts and photo-
graphy.”’

These are basic principles that
should be studied by an archaeologist

as well and exemplifies the fact that

they tread on common ground. It is
obvious that, apart from the technical
training to be had in conservation,

maintenance, etc., a good knowledge of
excavation techniques too, comes within
the curriculum of museum training. The
developed: countries take the view that,
to maintain the archaeological section
of a museum, the services of a well
trained archaeologist is imperative. In
Britain, most of the larger museums
have separate departments of archacology
with full-time archaeologists in charge.
In fact, the most numerous archaeological
posts are those of curators of museums.
Seasonal excavations, too, are conducted
by larger as well as local museums.
Sometimes, trained archacologists of other
institutions would undertake excavations
on behalf of museums, Thus, on various
occasions, the British School of Archaeology
has come to the aid of the British
Museum. To quote an example, in 1949
Professor M. E. L. Mallowan, the director
of the British School of Archaeology
in Iraq, reopened a series of excavations
at Nimrud which was originally excavated
in 1845 under the auspices of the
British Museum and the British School of
Archaeology presented each year a section
of the finds to the British Museum in
return for the technical asisstance given by
the staff of the British Museum. These
facts bring home to us the close link that
exists between afchaeologists and museuo-
logists working in harmony for the benefit
of the countries concerned.



Trained and qualified personnel in
a museum is very essential, for handling
of archaeological material, calls for expert
knowledge in their ~copservation and
maintenance. The treatment of archaeo-
logical objects may vary from repair
and restoration of pottery to elaborate
chemical treatment of metal, wood, cloth
etc. It is obligatory of the museum
“staff to maintain the holdings in sound
physical condition. The museum conser-
vators are a dedicated lot for the upkeep
of the antiquities they deal with, How-
ever, this aspect, toc, often requires
the pooling of resources and sharing of
technical data by museuologists and archaeo-
logists.

Arrangement and presentation of
archacological objects are a major problem
‘that the museuologist has to solve. The
objects have to be carefully selected,
classified and presented so as to narrate
. the history of a country in logical
sequence. As an expert on prehistory
observes, ““archaeological finds are usually
displayed as such in museum collections,
the selection of exhibits being based
mainly on their aesthetic value. What
ijs offered to the visitor, then, is Greek
and Roman archaeology rather than the
history of classical antiquity, oriental
archaeology rather than the history of
the orient, etc. Few attempts have been
made to use archaeology as a means of
showing historical development. Prehistory,
however, requires special treatment in
a historical exhibition, its primary purpose
being, in fact, to depict the beginnings
of history as revealed by archaeological
finds. This material should be satisfact-
orily prepared and presented in such a
way as to give a living picture not of
archaeology but of history.” (Jiri Nustupuy,
'1959). It was to fulfill this need that
the National Museum in Prague planned
out a new presentation of the prehistoric
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materials 'in its possession. -The finds
were arranged to relate the history of
the economic activities and the social and
cultural development of the prehistoric
man. For instance, the economic activities
were presented by objects relating to
food-gathering, hunting, making of tools
and weapons, agriculture and animal
husbandry, while the social life is depicted
by various types of dwellings and com-
munal structures, dress and orpaments,
funeral accoutrements, etc. As for the
cultural records, finds throwing light on
art, music, forms of worship and magical
rites have been dealt with.

With the development of the study
of archaeology, specialization has been
diversified and experts are produced in
different branches. Hence, when it comes
to the selection and classification of
archaeological materials in a museum,
it is important to pool the knowledge
of the experts in their respective fields
so that accuracy could be maintained as
far as possible.

Regarding the arrangement of museum
material, there are two schools of

thought, one favouring the subject arrange- . -

ment and the other the chronological
arrangement. In the case of archaeoloica]
material, the chronological arrangement
is ‘usually preferred. This arrangement
is quite feasible in dealing with pre-
historic and protohistoric periods, while
in the historic times the social and cultural
activities become djversified with the
result that archaeological finds of various
categories are unfolded in large quantities,
In treating the fields such as architecture,
sculpture, painting, coins, crafts, etc.,
the curator of an archaeological museum
or a department faces the problem of
presenting the different subjects without
jeopardizing the sequence of historical
events. In such cases, a compromise
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between the subject arrangement and the
chronological arrangement is resorted to.
. While building up the' historical sequence
of a culture, the broader subjects having
prolific collections of different ages are
conveniently presented in different gal-
leries yet in the chronological order. The
galleries are so arranged as to enable
the visitor to form a continued mental
picture of the history of the past. The
general policy of a museum is to make
its programme ‘a coherent whole and
to bring out the interdependence of its
component parts.” As we have already
emphasized, this ¢coherent interdepen.
dence’ is most important to the student
of archaeology. ;

The display of archacological material
in a museum should be done so as to
meet the demands of the public and
the scholar, for the enjoyment and the
acquisition of .knowledge. It is quite
different from the display of commercial
products which call for contrasting colour
and design in order to attract the passer
by. Uniformity, subordination of colour
contrast to the spirit of the object and
avoidence of overcrowding are some of
the essential qualities in the display of
museum objects. Thus, it is a technique
. by itself. The objects have to be so
displayed as to provide maximum accessi-
bility, while taking all precautions to
maintain the objects in a preserved
condition. In the case of archaeological
objects, they have to be looked at and
investigated from all angles. Take for
instance, an image of the Buddha. The
moment it is placed in a museum, we
have to treat it as an object of art and
forget about the ritualistic aspect. The
image has to be studied from the front,
behind and sides in order to form an
opinion regarding its style, date, - icono-
‘graphy, etc, This is the reason why
all masterpieces of art are displayed

exclusively to be seen in the round at
the expense of much floor space. In
the case of those objects having special
characteristics exhibited showing one view,”
they need be supplemented with drawings
and photographs in order to bring out
these special features. Just as much
overcrowding makes it difficult to assess
the value of the objects concerned, over-
ornamentation of the background tends
to distract attention. An unobtrusive
background is the hallmark of a good
exhibition of archaeological objects.

For a museum to serve the purpose
of educating the visitor, all objects need
be provided with explanatory labels and
whenever necessary supplemented with
maps, charts, photographs, etc. The
provision of such labels giving precise
jnformation regarding identity, date,
provenance and other details is Very
essential in the case of archaeological
exhibits. However, archaeological objects
are such that their identity and dating
require intensive and continued research.
Therefore, in order to avoid misinter-
pretation and misinformation, the data
supplied in the labels should be revised
time and again in the light of new
research.

Another important aspect of museuo-
logy is the publications such as guides:>
bulletins, annual reports, journals, cata-
logues and photographs of importang
exhibits. A guide book supplies general
informatijon regarding the different gal-
leries and their exhibits, while a bulletin
or a report would be of a semi-research

‘nature providing up-to-date information

regarding the collections. These would
serve as corpora of museum material
for the use of the research workers of
different specialities. Museum journals
go a long way in helping the educationist
by the publication of research done by

experts in specialized fields.
> !
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As we have pointed out at the out-
set itself, all museums lay stress on their
educational services. All those who visit

-a museum should be provided with facili-
ties to widen their knowledge and cultivate
taste. The contemporary museums are
alive to this fact and endeavour to kill
what we may call the ‘<museum fatigue’.
Organized lecture tours conducted by
qualified and well informed guides, film
shows, etc., are means of providing such
services by the museum to enlighien
the public. It is for this reason that
some museums, particularly in western
countries, have established separate edu-
cation departments to be responsible for
the educational activities in a museum
such as holding regular classes and semi-
nars. We may reiterate here that archaeo-
logical education is incomplete without
regular visits to museums, and the museum
staff should be in a position to guide and
help in their quest. The study of anti-
quity by getting acquainted with original
materjals is a practical form of education.
This calls us to the consideration of
another important department of the
museums, namely, the reserve collections.

All museums agree that the galleries
open to the public should be supple-
mented by reserve collections for the
use of the specialists. Every museum
handling archaeological material has its

own reserve collection and these collections
are - very useful to the research worker
dealing with antiquities. Though the
reserve collection is some kind of a
storehouse, yet it should not be treated
as mere dumping ground for extra
materials. It is part and parcel of the
galleries of the museum and therefore,
needs orderly display and should be under
the care of the technical staff. It is
most important that a reserve collection
be readily accessible to the research

worker., Some of the reserve collections
in the larger museums of the world are

minjature: museums in themselves. Some
of these collections are so vast that one
particular group of objects in a collection
would supply sufficient material for one
to specialize in that branch of study,

These basic factors which we have
outlined above would be sufficient to
throw light on the interdependence of
museums and archaeology and the vital
role of the museums in the revelation
of the past through archaeological remains.

It is our sincere hope that, with the
assistance of the Foundations Jike the
United Nations Educational Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and
the International Council of Museums
(ICOM), our own museums will have
a bright future and be able to promote
the furtherence of cultural education.

)

“I appeal, therefore, for a higher measure of concentration, on the part of
British archaeologists, upon the major achievements of man as a social animal,
and for the evolution of the necessary techniques for the purpose’

A,

— Mortimer Wheeler

)y LI O SR IEA O,




PAUL GOLDSCHMIDT

DR- K. INDRAPALA
Lecturer in History
University of Sri Lanka,
Peradeniya.

SRI LANKA’S FIRST ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMMISSIONER'!

Although scholarly interest in the
antiquities of Sri Lanka had begun in
the early years of British rule, it took
nearly three_quarters of a century for
the British colonial government of the
Island to appoint a Commissioner to
look after archaeological matters. Even
in India it took some time for the govern-
ment to shoulder the responsibility for
archaeological work and it was only in
1862 that the Archaeological Survey of
India came formally into being. The
establishment of the Archaeological Survey
of India and the work done by it in the
early years of its existence no doubt
influenced the government of Ceylon to
set up a similar Survey in the Island.
And in 1868 an Archaeological Commis-
sion was appointed ‘to consider practical
measures to be taken to conserve ancient
architectural structures and other works
of art.’ But it was only in 1875 that
an Archaeological Commissioner was
appointed by the government.

The first Archaeological Commissioner
was a young German scholar named Paul
Goldschmidt. He was born in Danzig
(now Gdansk in Poland, then part of the
German Empire) in 1850. Not much is
known about his early life. He had his
higher education in the universities of
Heidelberg, Berlin, Tubingen and finally
passed out of the university of Gottingen
in 1872, 'He was mainly interested in

the study of Indo-Aryan languages and,
after his graduation, spent two years in
London studying Prakrit manuscripts,
especially those of the Jainas.

While in London, Goldschmidt? was
offered an appointment by the colonial
Government of Ceylon to collect the
ancient inscriptions of the Island. He
left' London at the end of 1874 and
assumed duties in Colombo early in 1875
as the first Archaeological Commissioner-
His task was mainly confined to the
discovery, decipherment and interpretation
of the ancient Sinhala inscriptions.

Goldschmidt started his work at a
time when almost all the sites yielding
inscriptions were, as many of them still
are, in thick jungles and when communi-
cations and transport facilities had not
developed. Most of the sites were haunted
by wild. buffaloes, elephants and bears.
Travelling to and working at such sites
were | fraught with danger. To add to the
wild beasts, there was always the more
dangerous malaria mosquito, which in
fact turned out to be Goldschmidt’s killer,

In spite of the many difficulties he

had to face, Goldschmidt made rubbings

and eye-copies of a number of Sinhala
inscriptions in the North-Central Province,
North-Western Province and in the Ham-
bantota District. He submitted his first
report within six months of his assuming

1. This is a revised version of an article n‘publishcd in the Sun of 13 Mayl 1972
(Colombo) to commemorate the 95th annivesary of the death of Goldschmidt,
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duties,2 a second two months later® and
another in 1876.4  These were pub-
Jished as Sessional Papers, and, on account
of their value to Indologists were repro-
duced in full in the volumes of the
Indian Antiquary.?>

Although Goldschmidt worked in
Ceylon only for a period of two years
and did not live to publish the texts of
all the inscriptions copied by him, he
~ deserves much credit as a pioneer in the
field of Sinhala epigraphy. '

Ever since the successful decipherment
of the Brahmi script in India by James
Princep in the eighteen-twenties, scholars
had shown an interest in Sinhala epigraphy
and a few of them had attempted to
decipher the old Sinhala inscriptions. One
of the earliest was George Turnour, who
in collaboration with James Princep and
a Sinhala scholar, read a few of these
Sinhala records. Some of these were

published in the Ceylon Almanac (1834).°
A. O. Brodie and T. W. Rhys-Davids

were two other scholars who deciphered
and published a few of the early Sinhala
inscriptions before the appointment of
Goldschmidt. 7 But this young German
scholar was the first to undertake a
systematic study of these inscriptions as
a full-time epigraphist. He traced the
links between the ancient Indian Brahmi
script and the modern Script and, within
a short time, was able ¢ to decipher Sinha-
lese inscriptions of all ages. 8. This enabled
him to give for the first time a palaco-
graphical account of the Sinhala alphabet.

Goldschmidt also realised the Value
of these early inscriptions for the recons-
truction of the history of the Sinhala
language and his work almost foreshadowed
the lines along which another German
scholar of Sinhala, the well-known Wilhelm
Geiger, later worked to trace the develop-
ment of the Sinhala language.

Goldschmijdt was also the first to
attempt a chronological grouping of the
Sinbala inscriptions. He categorised the

2. P. Goldschmidt, Report on the Inscriptions found in the North-Central Province,
Sessional Paper No. 9 (Colombo 1875).

o

P. Goldschmidt,

Further Report on the Inscriptions found in the North Central

Province, Sessional Paper No. 24 (Colombo 1875).

4. P. Goldschmidt, Report on Inscriptions found in the
and in the Hambantota District, Sessional Paper No.

5. Indian Antiquary,

6. G. Turnour, ‘Translations of Inscriptions,

North-Central Province
11, (Colombo 1876),

to serve as an appendix to the

“Epitome of the History of Ceylon> with an Introduction by George Turnour,’
Ceylon Almanac, 1834, Pt. 3, pp. 171-192.

7. A. O. Brodie, ‘Notice of various

rock inscriptions, in

the North-Wes tefn

Province’, Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal As1at1c Soclety, II.

"lvNo 8. 1855 pp 181—184
8 12 Goldschm;dt

Report on Inscnptlons, 5

(First repoft), p.. 3
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early inscriptions as those belonging to
three pcnods—namely €1) the period from
the introduction .of Buddhism to the
beginning of the Christian era, (2) from
the beginning of the Christian era to the
fourth century, and (3) from the fourth
to the eleventh century. This catego-
risation still seems to hold good, as if
reflected by the division of volumes in

the series on the Imscriptions of Ceylon
now being published by the Archaeolo-

gical Survey of Ceylon.?

While credit must certainly be given
to the pioneering efforts of this scholar,
it must be stated that Goldschmidt had
a long way to go in the successful inter-
pretation of the records collected by him.
His interpretation of some of the impor-
tant terms occurring in them had many
glaring errors, as for instance the identifi-
cation of parumaka with Brahmana. Had
he lived long to work on.these records,
there is no doubt that he himself would
have detected many of these errors. His
premature death undoubtedly retarded the
progress of Sinhala epigraphical research,

Goldschmidt was also among the first
to evince a keen interest in the language
of the Veddhas of Sri Lanka. In 1877,
he was planning to_return to Europe
for a short period and then to come back
to Sri Lanka and investigate the language
of the Veddhas. But on 7th May that
year the deadly malaria disease struck
him down, putting an end to a Very
promising career of scholarship.

9. S. Paranavitana,

Inscriptions of Ceylon, Vol. I

Great advances have been made in
Sinhala epigraphical studies since the time
of Goldschmidt. The many errors com-
mitted by Goldschmidt and by some of
his immediate successors in the reading
and interpretation of some of the early
Sinhala inscriptions have now been correc-
ted, largely due to the prodigious efforts
of one of Goldschmidts later successors,
Professor Senerat Paranavitana, who gave
fifty years of his life—far more time than
any other scholar—to epigraphical re-
searches in Sri Lanka. Despite these many
errors, none will deny that Goldschmidt
made an important contribution to the
development of Sinhala epigraphical
studies. which was in its infancy at that
time. The work of Goldschmidt and his
immediate successors has been beautifully
summed up by Paranavitana in the follow-
ing words:

*“That we can today discover glaring
errors in many of the texts of the inscrip-
tions and their interpretations published
by them, should by no means detract
from the great credit due to these pioneers
for their contributions to our knowledge
of the ancient culture of this Island

which was often the result of work
undertaken at great personal risk and
sacrifice...’” 10

And no other scholar had sacrificed
more in the pursuit of Sinhala epigra-
phical rtesearch than Paul Goldschmidt
had done.

(Colombo 1970). This volume

deals with the inscriptions from the third century B. C. to the first century A. D
The second volume, which is in the press, deals with the inscriptions from thc first

century to the fourth century A. D.

10. Ibid., p. i
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A BRAHMI POTSHERD INSCRIPTION

FROM KANTARODAI

In July 1970 a team of archaeo-

logists from the University of Pennsyl-
vania Museum excavated an inscribed
potsherd from a pit at what they termed
the ‘woodapple site’ at Kantarodai (Jaffna
District)l. This find was given the
number KTD A14. The potsherd, belong-
ing to the rouletted variety, presumably
formed part of the begging bowl of a

mendicant monk. The inscription is in
Brahmi characters.
Although similar potsherds with

Brihmi inscriptions have been discovered
at Anuradhapura and elsewhere2 in Sri
Lanka as well as at such Indian sites
as Arikamedus, this potsherd inscription
is of some significance. This is the
earliest inscription so far discovered in
the Jaffna District. It is also the only
proper Brahmi inscription found in that
district, the other known examples
being potter’s marks and mason’s marks
in Brahmi characters.¢

' inscriptions  at

The inscription consists of six Brahmi
Characters and is presumably a complete
record, the text being similar to those
of the Anuradhapura potsherd inscrip-
tions mentioned above. The first character
may be read as ‘ma’, but Dr. W.
Saddhamangala Karunaratne, the Assistant
Archaeological Commissioner (Epigraphy)
of Sri Lanka is inclined to take it as
a symbol. The present writer understands
that the late Prof. S. Paranavitana also
read it as a symbol5. As the present
writer has a high regard for the knowledge
of these two scholars in the field of
Brahmi inscriptions and as such symbols
do occur in the Brihmi inscriptions of
Sri Lanka, this interpretation is adopted
by him in this article, although personally
he would prefer to read it as the letter
‘ma’. A similar symbol occurs at the
beginning of some of the Brahmi cave
Periya Puliyankulam,
Nattukanda, Toingala, Paramakanda and

@

4.

3.

The present writer is indebted to Dr. Vimala Begley and Mr. Bennet Bronson
of the University of Pennsylvania Museum team for allowing him to inspect this
potsherd and to Dr. R. H. De Silva, the Archaeological Commissioner for granting
him permission to publish the photograph of this potsherd. News of the discovery
of this inscription and its text were first published in the Tamil journal Cintanai
K. Indrapala (Editor), ‘news and notes’ Cintanai, II[, 2, July 1970, P. 158 (Peradeniya)

S. Paranavitana, The Excavations in the Citadel of Anuradhapura, Memoirs
of the Archaeological Survey of Ceylon, Vol. III, pp. 11—12 (Colombo 1936)
H. Parker, ‘Report on Archaeological Discoveries at Tissamaharama’, Journal of
the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. VIII, No. 27, pp. 67—68.

R. E. M. Wheeler, A. Ghosh and Krishna Deva, ‘Arikamedu: An Indo—Roman
Trading station on the East Coast of India’, Ancient India Bulletin of the
Archaeological Survey of India, No.2 July 1946, pp. 111—114.

Mr. S. Ponnampalam of Alaveddy has, in his remarkable collection of antiquities
from Kantarodai, a potsherd and a brick with Brahmi characters marked on them.

I am indebted to Dr. W. S. Karunaratne for this information.
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INDIAN

EPIGRAPHY IN SOUTH EAST ASIA

Indian colonial and cultural activities
once embraced the greater part of the
continent of Asia. Outside the Indian
sub-continent, Central Asia and South
East Asia including Ceylon formed part
of one cultural complex which is some-
times referred to as ‘Greater India’,
The Far East was also profoundly
influenced by one aspect of Indian culture,
i. e,, Buddhism. Outside the Indian sub-
continent, the country that was most
influenced by Indian activities was Ceylon.
The term South East Asia sometimes
includes Ceylon and sometimes excludes
it. In this article, it excludes Ceylon
and includes Burma, Thailand, Malaysia,
Indo-china and Indonesia. About thirty
eight years ago, an article was published
with the title <Expansion of Indo-Aryan
Culture during Pallava rule, as evidenced
by inscriptions’.

As the above title includes, B. Ch-
Chhabra tries to prove from epigraphical
evidence from all parts of South East
Asia that the expansion of Indo-Aryan
culture throughout this region occured
during the Pallava rule in South-India.
The expansion of Indo-Aryan Culture
throughout  this region is a fact
sufficiently established and this aspect
of his study cannot be challenged. But
his attempts to conpect this expansion

with the Pallava rule and to give exclusive
importance to the eastern coast of South

India are based on insufficient and
circumstantial evidence. Chhabra was
himself aware of the difficulty. When
writing his conclusion, he noted, <In

the very numerous inscriptions, on copper

and stone, left by the rulers of the
Pallava dynasty, no referenc is made
to relations, friendly or hostile, with

the countries overseas. ... The epigraphical
documents of Further India and Indonesia
are almost equally reticent about any
connection with India proper’. But he
came to his conclusion about the Pallaya
connection because °of the very remark-
able fact that the earliest known ins-
criptions found in those countries are
all composed in Sanskrit, all belong
approximately to the same period, viz,
the fifth century and are written in

a script which in every respect is
identical with the Grantha character
used at that time in the cost of

Coromandel’. He further says, ‘Even
more significant is the phenomenon that
for several centuries, the Pallava Grantha
has remained the only script in that
region and that during this period, it
exhibits a development running parallel
with that which we notice in the con-
temporaneous records of Coromandal’
Chhabra’s observations about the language

1. B. Ch. Chhabra in Journal of the the Proceedings of the Royal Asiatic

Society of Bengal, Volume I (1935) pp.

Ph. D.

thesis submitted to the University of Leyden, Holland

1—64 with 7 plates. It was a

This fact

indicates that it was a serious research work at that time.
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seventh century, The Pallava script that
influenced the writing in South East Asia
was Late Brahmi used by the Pallava
rulers before the seventh century. The
‘influence of the western coast of India is
traceable in a few leiters in the same
_ inscriptions and much more so in those
of the seventh century A. D. According
to Dani, the dated inscriptions of this
last century from Fon-nan and Sumailtra
exemplify a happy mixture of the s1xt.h
century writing of the east coast of India
and the new features of the seventh
century from the western coast.

It is quite interesting to see how
these three authors deal with each country
of South East Asia. Burma had contac‘ts
through overland route with Eastern India
and through the sea route with the eastern
coast. According to Dani, tl?e Sas!
Indian influence was felt in inscriptions
in Arakan, as far down as _Hmawza near
Prome and South Indian influence was
seen in the Maunggon gold plates ‘and
the Kawgun cave inscriptions of thc. sixth
century. According to Dani, a mixture
of the northern and southern types of
letters had been found in Pyu inscriptions.

But he admits that in Pali or Prakrit

inscriptions, the letters are derived from
the Pallava records and resemble the sixth
century writing in South East Asia.

According to Sivaramamurti, Maunggon
plates of fifth century A.D. resemble
closely the Silankayana script. It js this

script that had been developed in Pyu

inscriptions two centuries later. He 3also
says that the modern Burmese script
developed from this script while Dani
contradicts him when he says that the
later Burmese script is not derived from
these characters. Sivaramamurti refers
to affinities between Grantha Tamil and

‘modern Burmese script and points out

that the medial e’ from Grantha Tamil
~is substituted for the full vowel in modern

Eastern

Burmese Script. According to Sircar,
Avandacandra of eighth century A. D. used
Siddhamitrika alphabet of Eastern India.
This term  Siddhamatrika = is rarely used
in Indian paleographical works. Dani
quotes Alberuni’s observation that this
script was current in Kashmir, Madhya-
desa and Varanasi. The author of this
article is not clear as to who is right in
this matter. Sircar refers to evidence to
prove the contact of Tamil speaking
merchants with Burma during the early
medieval perlod. He mentions a Pagan
inscription of about the thirteenth century
A.D. which is written partly in  the

-Sanskrit language and Grantha characters

and vpartly in the Tamil language and
script and records the grant of certain
gifts to a Visnu temple.

Unlike Burma, Thailand is not
occupying an important position in the
matter of South Indjan epigraphical
influence. Sivaramamurti had not men-
tioned this country at all. Sircar refers

to a Sanskrit inscription of ninth century;

but there is not much discussion about it,
He says that from the thirteenth century,

epigraphs began to appear in Siamese
language and in early Siamese characters.
Dani refers to three inscriptions. Accord-
ing to him, Srideb inscription of sixth
century A. D. shows the Pallava forms
of the letters and the medial vowels with

the only difference that it does not favour .

ornamental extensions, The other two
inscriptions of the seventh century prefer
the ornamental style. But characters in
all three inscriptions are similar.

Malaysia also does not figure very
much in this discussion. Sivaramamurti
refers to a fifth century A. D. inscription
mentioning Buddhagupta, a Mahanavika,

i. e, captain of a ship. This person was

said to be from Rattamrttika which is

now 1dent1ﬁcd wnth Rangmati in Bengal
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