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APPENDIX

A PETITION presented to His Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for India, February 6th, 1913.

TO THE MOST HONOURABLE

THE MARQUIS OF CREWE, K.G., ETC., ETC.,
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for India.

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED
Most respectfully sheweth:-

That they would draw your Lordship’s attention to an
aspect of the question of the new City of Delhi that they
fear may be lost sight df in discussions upon a choice of

styles that seem to be beside the point and to confuse the
issue.

Here, in England, where, broadly speaking, no
traditional craftsmen have survived, and where, in place of
un-selfconscious artists practising with intelligence and
pleasure their various crafts, there are only mechanics
dully earning a living, there is unfortunately a show of
reason for treating building as a dead art, and for selecting
from our museums examples to imitate.

But India is not England (or Europe), and where there
are still master-builders and craftsmen and an unbroken.
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‘building tradition of more than 2,000 years with all that
it implies, there can be no serious guestion of style; that
is better left to the classifiers and historians. The force of
genuine craftsmanship is so vital and tremendours, that if
its methods are not tampered with, it will always
‘assimilate fresh and foreign forms. English workmen of
the sixteenth century by the strength of their inherited
craftsmanship made real the architecture of the
Renaissance. The native architecture suffered but the
buildings were still living. Indian native architecture would
suffer in the same way if it was required to take its
inspiration from abroad, but if left to the craftsmen the
product would still be living art.

They submit that the question to be discussed is, not
in what style, but by what method the new-city should be
built; whether that of the modern architect in an office
with his assistants, detached from materials, craftsmen,
and site, carrying his buildings to completion upon paper,
with pencil-trained mind and hands, and binding with
details and specification those who are to build strictly
within these limits; the method that has produced the
public buildings of the nineteenth and twenticth centuries,
and in India those of the Anglo-Indian cities: or, the
method that has given un Westminster Abbey, Saint Sofia,
Saint Peter's (Rome), and in India the Taj, the Palaces of
Akbar and Shah Jahan, and the great public works of
former times, that of the master-builder with his
craftsmen, working in accustomed materials upon the site
from simple instructions as to accommodation and
arrangement such as would have been given to a master-
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mason or a master-carpenter by a medieval King who
required a palace or a castle, or by a Bishop who desired
to found a cathedral. This was the method that has
produced all the great buildings of the world, and no
modern buildings warrant the assumption that it can be
safely departed from. That King and Bishop understood
crafts in a way that is not general now, and at the present
time there seems to be an urgent need for a sympathetic
middle- man with a knowiedge of building to act as a
protecting buffer to the craftsmen, and to interpret to
them modern departmental needs.

Your Petitioners feel that the possibility of work upon
these lines is now so rare that its value can hardly be
exaggerated. Even in these days, when the arts suffer so
much in England from its want, the pricelessness of
genuine un-seilconscious craftsmanship is not fully
realised. Nothing can revive it, once the chain is definitely
broken; it is gone for ever, more hoplessly gone than the
general public can understand or imagine.

They submit that it.is for the general good, artistically
and morally, not only of the United Kingdom and India,
but of the world at large, that living craftsmanship should
be saved from extinction by a right method of employment;
that politically such a method will tie the natives of India
more closely to the Mother Country, and at the same time
give an outlet for the energies of the college-trained
Indians to whom all the arts are at present colsed; further,

that the use of native master-builders handling native
material is financially economical.



19

That your humble Petitioners beg to lay the foregoing
before your Lorship in the earnest hope that your Lordship
will be graciously pleased to give them the deepest and
most careful consideration.

For which your humble Petitioners, as in duty bound,

shall ever pray.

Signatures of:-

Percy Alden, M.P. George Clausen,

Margarer Allchin.

Ameer Ali, P.C.

. Rev. Dr. W.F. Cobb.

Sydney C. Cockerell:

tsabelle Ameer Ali. W. Ward Cook.

Sir William R.
Anson, M.P. Dr.

C.R. Ashbee
Alfred Austin,
Poer Laureate.
J. Hanshawe
Bodeley.
Oliven Baker.
Geonge P.
Bankart.

Ananda K. Coomara-

SWAMY.

W.1. Couriney.

Violer Eyre Crabbe.
Lionel F. Crane

Watrer Crane, RW.S.

R.A. Thomas Hardy,
oM.

Austin Harrison,
E.B. Havell.

Maurice Hewlen.

Roberr Hichens.
Kathenine Tynan

Hinkson

Sir Thomas Holdich,

Clive Holland.
Canon H.S. Holland.

J.R. Holliday.
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George P.
Bankaar. Walrer Crane, RW.S.  J.R. Holliday.

A. Shaw Banks.  W. Harrison Cowlishaw. Arthur Hopkins,

R.W.S

H. Grawville

Barker Lord Dalrymple, M.P.  Roy Horniman.
Sidney H.
Bannsley. Rev. Dr. Percy Dearmer.  Laurence Housman,
Adeline, Duchess  David Esskine William H. Hudson.
of Bedford. Sir Arthur J. Evans. A, Hughes.
Mgr. Robery Huqk H. Buston Forman. Arthur D, Innes.

Bmson.. E. Reginald Framprion.  George Jack.
Nora Bigham. Edward Garnen Fred. Huth Jackson.
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Frank Branguwyn,
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Sir J. Frederick
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Butler.
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J.H. Lorimer,
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H.C. Marillier
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Sir Laurence Gomme.
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