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"whilst launching this counter attack on the
main axis, Tiger guerrillas also made a
simultaneous strike on the supporting flank at
“Periyamadhu, on troops of the 53 division. It
appeared to be a move to pin them down and
thus prevent re-inforcements rushing to the
main axis.

Contrary to news reports in the past weeks, the
55 and the 53 division are yet to reach
Puliyankulam and link up. Interesting enough,
the Tiger guerrillas travelles through the gap

between the advancing columns to carry out
the second counter attack.

The LTTE leader Vellupillai Pirabaharan,
named it 'Operation Do or Die - Two' military
officials said a guerrilla force of some 400 was
involved in the counter attack whilst a lesser
number, estimated around 250, took part in the
strike at Periyamadhu.

At Pannikanaruvi, the defences were manned
by troops of the Vijaya infantry battalian, It
was passed 11 pm. Tuesday when rocket
prpelled grenades and a small arms fire began
to rain on the defences of the eastern flank.
Company commander Captain L.Silva, who
mustered a few men and moved forward to
face the onslaught was cut down by fire.

Attackers who infiltrated the defences, like

during the previous counter strike, had been_

pre-assigned specific task. One group headed
mortar battery, another towards the armoury
and yet others towards a fleet of vehicles.
Heavy fighting broke out as more guerrillas
broke in.

Sensing that the guerrillas eyed the mortar
battery, men there began dismantling the 120
mm mortar launchers. When they began hiding
the mortar tubes, the Tiger cadres had arrived
in the area. They seized one tube at 5 mortar
launching plates out the rest had by then
hidden,

In effect the have captured one complete 120

* mm mortar launcher unit and four launching

plates. They also seized a quantity of mortar
shells, arms and ammunitions.

Military officials said they exploded 500
rounds of mortar shells to prevent it from
falling into the hands of the enemy. They
denied and LTTE claims that four 80 mm
mortar launchers had also been captured but
conceded that a Double Cab and two trucks
were seized.

The bitter fighting continued till well past 3
am, Wednesday after which Tiger cadres, who
broke in from the East made the exit through
the West. This was in marked contrast to the
attack on the Thandikulam - Nochchimodai
defences where they broke their way through
the western flank and exited through the East.

As dawn broke on Wednesday the advancing
column on the main axis'was isolated. ¢
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TRO Canada: Ph: (1416)463 7647
TRO Denmark: Ph: (4520)23 88 97
TRO France: Ph((331 46) 489 850
TRO Germany: Ph: (4921) 665 8508
TRO U.K.: Ph: (44181) 520 5876
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TRO U.S.A. Ph: (O 1 301)729 2722

TRO Australia:
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