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 z Not possible to prevent the variant 
entering the country

 z The month of November alone recorded over 
4000 positive dengue cases, health experts fear 
cases will rise this month

 z If a cylinder is found to be leaking they 
are advised to move the cylinder outside

 z Advised to inform their respective sales agents or 
govt officials via 011 5 811 927 or 011 5 811 929

 z The Dengue and COVID-19 viruses, show similar 
symptoms - fever, fatigue, body pain, headache, 
cough, cold, and nausea

 z Travellers not boarded into flight 
unless their PCR is negative

 z Mandatory negative PCR report required 
prior to arriving at airport

 z Only fully vaccinated people 
and those with negative reports 
allowed to leave airport

 z Issuing a statement, the Prime 
Minister’s Office refuted claims that 
Yoonus was serving as the Muslim 
Religious Affairs Coordinator

 z The company has, subsequently, 
signed a contract with the 
Maldivian Government to establish 
solar power plants on 12 islands

 z 2.6Mn vaccines and over $17.9Mn in 
emergency supplies have been donated

 z People should be provided  with 
alternative gas cylinders

 z Experts are of the opinion 
that the new variant is 
more transmissible

 z The entire director board including 
Chairman Sanjaya Mohottala, Dr. Sanjaya 
Kulatunga, Dr. Harsha Subasinghe and 
Jayamin Pelpola have stepped down

 z At present 40 
HIV patients are 
obtaining treatment

 z A Standard for LP Gas is 
already formulated

 z In 2019, we started drafting 
standards for petroleum 
products with SLSI

 z The industry act for PUCSL 
to regulate the downstream 

Petroleum Industry 
prepared by the Legal 
Draftsmen was cleared 
by the Attorney 
General in 2012

 z Investor willing to spend 
$ 200 million

 z Terminal will be fully 
functional by 2024

A fair and lovely white- collar high-
up who had been gallivanting about  

with a political bigwig in the province 
neglecting her official duties is facing a 
disciplinary inquiry these days , they say.

It had come to light 
that this fair high-
up was in the habit 
of going on jaunts 
with the provincial 
bigwig  after leaving 
her office on the 
pretext of going out 
on circuit inspection. 
The fair high-up has 
found herself in dire 
circumstances now as 
the provincial bigwig 
is no longer in power, 
they say. 

Her gallivanting days are over!

Read more  
in the inside news pages 

Courtesy:
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The US donates 
additional Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines to 
Sri Lanka

Nearly 200,000 additional Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine doses arrived in Sri 
Lanka today as a donation from the American people. This gift demonstrates 
the ongoing commitment of the United States to support Sri Lanka in the 
fight against COVID-19, a statement from the U.S. embassy said. 

Best way to face Omicron variant 
is to boost immunity through 
vaccination: Medical experts
BY AJITH SIRIWARDANA

Claiming that it was not possible to prevent the Omicron Covid variant 
entering the country, medical experts said yesterday the best way to face the 
new variant was to keep the immunity at a healthy stage by obtaining the 
COVID-19 vaccines at the earliest. 

More information 
about Omicron 
needed to get clearer 
picture: SLMA

BY SHEAIN FERNANDOPULLE
While stating that it’s premature to draw 

conclusions about the new COVID variant, the 
Sri Lanka Medical Association said the theories 
and opinions put forward by experts, are yet to 
be proven.  SLMA President Dr Padma Gunaratne 
told a news briefing yesterday that in every 
pandemic situation, things tend to change from 
time to time. 

Eastern Terminal 
to be developed 
into a logistics 
hub: Minister

BY YOHAN PERERA AND AJITH SIRIWARDANA
Eastern Terminal of Colombo Port will 

be developed into a logistics hub together 
with an investor who is willing to spend $ 
200 million for it, Minister of Ports Rohitha 
Abeygunawardena told Parliament yesterday. 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

AIDS patients on the increase

BY SANTHA GAMAGE
The rate of AIDS patients have been increasing 

in the Hambantota District much to the anxiety of 
the health authorities. 

ALL PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES TAKEN 
AGAINST MORE COVID-19 
PATIENTS ENTERING SL

In the wake of fears amongst people that Omicron might enter 
Sri Lanka wreaking havoc, the Health Ministry yesterday said all 
preventive measures had been taken at the country airports to 
prevent more possible COVID-19 patients from entering the country.

Withdraw controversial gas 
cylinder stocks preventing 
further disasters: Vijitha
BY AJITH SIRIWARDANA AND YOHAN PERERA

Claiming that immediate intervention of the Government was needed 
to resolve the incidents of gas explosions, National Peoples’ Power (NPP) 
MP Vijitha Herath said yesterday steps should be taken to withdraw the 
controversial gas cylinders from the market preventing further disasters. 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 
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PUCSL is ready to regulate 
gas -PUCSL  Chairman

 The Public Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka (PUCSL), the electricity sector 
regulator and the designated regulator for the petroleum industry, together 

with Sri Lanka Standards Institute (SLSI) has already formulated a standard 
for the much-talked LP gas in September this year and is ready to regulate 
LP Gas and other related industries, Janaka Ratnayake, Chairman of Public 
Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka said.  

BY JAMILA HUSAIN
Sri Lanka's health experts yesterday said that the health sector was gearing up for a double 

health threat as fears of the Omicron variant entering the country existed while the dengue virus 
was already causing havoc. 

BY SHEAIN FERNANDOPULLE 
 While highlighting measures to be taken to prevent and minimise possible 

gas explosions, the Committee to Investigate LP gas explosions said a total 
of 131 such incidents had been reported across the country during the period 
from January 01, 2021 to December 01.

Sri Lanka gears up for double 
threat - Dengue and Omicron

Experts point out measures 
to be taken to avert 
possible gas explosions 

China suspends 
power projects 
on three islands 
in the North

PM’s office refutes reports 
of official role given to 
Shiraz Yoonus

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

Multiple high profile resignations at BOI
The entire director board of Sri Lanka’s apex 

investment promotions agency, Board of Investment, 
and its Director General are reported to have stepped 
down from their positions with immediate effect, 
Mirror Business learns. SEE FULL STORY ON MB 1 
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The Prime Minister's Office refuted reports that SLPP member Shiraz 
Yoonus held any post or designation at the Prime Minister's office and 
added all statements released by Yoonus did not represent the views of the 
government or the Prime Minister.

China's Sino Soar Hybrid Technology Co., Ltd. has decided to suspend power 
projects on three islands in the Northern Province due to security concerns 
raised by a thrid party. SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

 z Following the board’s resignation, 
Director General Pasan 
Wanigasekara is also reported to 
have tendered his resignation

Dr Hemantha Says

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A4 
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A top team member handling a Ministry 
much talked about 

these days is said to be in 
deep gloom.

The main reason for 
the despondency is his 
inability to exercise his 
authority any longer 
in regard to matters 
like calling for and 
awarding tenders and 
placing orders for things 
required for his Ministry, 
they say.

There was a time when 
this politico could do 
things in the way he 
wanted, and he had 
lost no time in taking 
advantage of this chance 
to fatten his purse.

However, the situation 

has now changed as all 
types of affairs he could 
once run for his own 
benefit are now being 
handled by other parties, 
they say. 

He can no longer abuse his authority!

Courtesy:

CLASSIFIEDS
OLD Furniture becomes money. 

We buy Old Furniture in any 
condition above 60 years Old only. 
0787338575. DMR 378220.

BY YOHAN PERERA AND AJITH SIRIWARDANA  

T
he Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
(SLFP) yesterday suggest 
that it would be appropriate to 
hold the Provincial Council 
elections expeditiously, under 

the former election system.  
 The party proposed that old electoral 

system should be limited to this 
particular election alone. The suggestion 
was made at the Select Committee 
of Parliament to Identify Appropriate 
Reforms of the Election Laws and the 
Electoral System and to Recommend 
Necessary Amendments held yesterday.  

State Minister Dayasiri Jayasekara 
who was testifying on behalf of the 
party at the committee stated that many 
problems have risen due to postponing 
of the provincial council elections for a 
long time. He stated that his party was 
of the view that the provincial council 
elections should be held immediately. 
Furthermore, local government elections 
should be held in the first quarter of next 
year. The number of local government 
representatives should be limited to a 
maximum of 5,500, he said.  

Minister Mahinda Amaraweera stated 
at the committee that it is not appropriate 
to extend the term of local government 
bodies. The Minister also pointed out 
that the public opinion is that the number 
of seats in local government bodies 
should be reduced.  

 Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva 
explained that after the announcement 
of the Local Government Elections, the 
powers of those institutions should be 
transferred to a commissioner until the 
election is held and the new members 
are sworn in.  

The Leader of the House, Minister 
Dinesh Gunawardena stated that the 
Attorney General is of the view that the 
Provincial Council elections cannot be 
held under the existing law and that the 
necessary legal provisions should be 
brought for the purpose of the stated. He 
also stated that the general opinion of the 
Committee is that the Provincial Council 
elections should be held expeditiously.  

The SLFP proposed that the number 
of members to be elected from the 
divisions should be 60 per cent and 
the number of members to be elected 
proportionally should be 40 per cent 
when the electoral system is amended.  

“Necessary legal provisions should 
be made to limit election expenses. H.E 
the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s 
presentation of a Cabinet Memorandum 
on Limiting Election Expenditure is 
commendable” SLFP representative 
said. The party also said that women’s 
representation at all levels should be 
25 per cent of the total number of 
candidates.  

Furthermore, the conduct of media 
during election period should be 

regulated. The SLFP also emphasised 
the importance of regulating social 
media behaviour.  

Professor Sudantha Liyanage, Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura, Chairman of the 
Expert Committee on the analysis of 
appropriate reforms of the election 
laws and the electoral system and to 
recommend necessary amendments 
stated if the new electoral system is 
adjusted to the 70:30 ratio, the existing 
number of seats in local government 
bodies could be reduced by 1,500.   

He also pointed out the need to revise 
the electoral system so that the winning 
political party in the local government 
area gets two bonus seats.  

The Secretary to the Select 
Committee, Deputy Secretary General 
and Chief of Staff of Parliament Ms. 
Kushani Rohanadheera stated that the 
next meeting of the Parliamentary Select 
Committee will be held on the 07th.  

State Ministers Lasantha 
Alagiyawanna and Duminda 
Dissanayake also represented the SLFP 
at the committee meeting. Members of 
Parliament M. A. Sumanthiran, Madhura 
Withanage and Sagara Kariyawasam 
were also present as members of the 
Committee.  

Officials representing the Election 
Commission and the Attorney General’s 
Department were also present. 

SLFP PROPOSES TO HOLD PROVINCIAL 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS EXPEDITIOUSLY

Several wall paintings, inscriptions left unattended
Historic Little Sigiriya Rajamaha Vihara 

BY KUMARA LIYANARACHCHI   
Several wall paintings, inscriptions and cave 

paintings in the historic Little Sigiriya Rajamaha Vihara 
in the Kotmale colony in Uhana in the Ampara district 
have been left to the mercy of the elements without 
any attention much to the anxiety of the residents of 
the area and Chief Incumbent of the temple.  

Chief Incumbent of the temple Bambarawane 
Saddhatissa Thera said the history of the temple that 
runs as far back as the second century (BC) and that 
the 21 cave paintings belonged to the pre-historic 
age. He said the temple had been built during the 
Anuradhapura period and that the wall paintings were 
akin to Sigiriya and Ajantha frescoes.  Ven. 
Thera pointed out that the Department of 
Archeology had several years ago provided 
protection to the the paintings with a cement 
cover but it was now leaking. He said the 

conservation project commenced in 2016 had been 
abandoned in a short time.  

However, Director of Chemistry in the Department 
of Archaeology Geethan Kuruppuarachchi said a 
conservation project had already been planned and that 
it would be implemented soon.   



BY YOHAN PERERA AND AJITH 
SIRIWARDANA  

Heated arguments 
erupted with regard to 
the Hambantota Port in 
Parliament yesterday.  
The initial argument 
arose between SJB MP 
Tissa Attanayake and 
Former Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe.  
Mr. Attanayake said the port was sold 
to China while Mr. Wickremesinghe 
said it was given only on a 70-year 
lease.  “When an asset is leased for 
a period more than 33 years, it is 
considered sold,” Mr. Attanayake argued. 

Minister of 
Ports Rohitha 
Abeygunawardene 
who joined the cross 
talk said it is a 99-year 
lease. “I will send a copy 
of the agreement where 
it is clearly written 
that the Port has been 
leased out for a period 
of 99 years,” he said.  

“It is possible for the Sri Lankan 
government to take over the port by 
making a payment to the Chinese 
government,” Mr. Wickremesinghe said.   
“It is not possible to take over the Port 
instantly ,” Abeygunawardene said. 

The Director at Allergy, Immunology 
and Cell Biology Unit of the University 
of Sri Jayawardenepura Dr Chandima 
Jeewandara said it was vital for the 
eligible persons to obtain the booster 
dose as well to face the new variant. 

Speaking at a webinar at the 
Presidential Media Centre (PMC), he said 
even though data was not available 
at the moment on the transmissibility 
and vaccine efficacy of the new variant, 
keeping immunity of the people at a 
healthy rate was crucial. 

“Covid vaccines were discovered 
to face the Coronavirus originated in 
Wuhan, China. But, those vaccines were 
effective against other variants such as 
Delta emerged later on. We hope these 
vaccines will work against this new 

variant as well,” he said 
Prof. Neelika Malavige from 

the Department of Immunology 
and Molecular Sciences of the Sri 
Jayawardenapura University said the 
other countries in the world were 
preparing to face the new variant by 
administering the booster dose. 

“The health authorities in England 
have decided to administer booster 
doses to those above 18 after this 
new variant was reported. It is your 
responsibility to obtain the vaccine at 
the earliest,” she said. 

She said according to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the new 
variant had started to spread some 30 
days ago and that it had been reported 
in several countries.
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A prominent politico had reportedly 
helped a businessman buddy to make 

a small fortune by giving the confidential 
information about the impending price 
increase of fags on the eve of the unveiling 
of the annual estimate of income and 
expenditure, they say.

On receipt of this 
confidential information 
the businessman had 
hoarded a large stock 
of fags. Some sources 
say that part of the 
large profit made by the 
businessman had found 
its way into the politico’s 
pocket.

Tip off helped him to make a fortune!

Courtesy:

 z It’s true that the whole world is 
so worried of the new variant 
and so is Sri Lanka. We are not 
out of the woods yet

The US donates additional Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines to Sri Lanka

As the pandemic continues and new 
variants emerge, the United States 
continues to partner with the Sri Lankan 
Ministry of Health, UNICEF, and the 
World Health Organisation to vaccinate 
as many people as possible and build 
a world that is safer and more secure 
against the threat of infectious disease. 

The United States has now donated 
2.6 million vaccines and over $17.9 
million in emergency supplies and 
critical services to Sri Lanka. Additionally, 
the U.S. Government’s Agency for 
International Development, USAID, 
is working in partnership with the 
Sri Lankan government to effectively 
distribute, administer, and safely 

transport these vaccines. U.S. assistance 
has reached millions of people in Sri 
Lanka to control the spread of COVID-
19, address urgent health needs, and 
mitigate the pandemic’s negative 
economic impacts. 

The United States has delivered 
more than 240 million COVID vaccines 
to over 100 countries free of charge as 
part of its commitment to donate more 
than 1.1 billion vaccines worldwide. 
These vaccine donations will save lives 
and help slow the spread of COVID-19. 
The United States is proud to work 
with Sri Lanka and countries around 
the world end the pandemic and build 
back a better world. 

Best way to face Omicron variant is to boost 
immunity through vaccination: Medical expertsMore information about 

Omicron needed to get 
clearer picture: SLMA

“Experts are of the opinion that the new variant 
is more transmissible than previous versions of 
the virus and that it may be able to bypass certain 
levels of immunity. However, these theories are 
not yet proven to be true,” she underlined. 

“It’s true that the whole world is so worried of 
the new variant and so is Sri Lanka. We are not out 
of the woods yet,” Dr Gunaratne pointed out. 

Hence, she stressed that all people 
regardless of vaccination status should comply 
with basic health practices. 

Dr Gunaratne also requested the eligible 
persons to get the booster on time without delay 
as it strengthens one’s immunity. 

EASTERN TERMINAL TO 
BE DEVELOPED INTO A 
LOGISTICS HUB: MINISTER

“The Eastern Terminal only handles 7 million 
containers while the capacity will be increased to 
14 million and thus will be turned into a logistics 
hub. We have found an investor who is willing to 
spend $ 200 million for it,” the Minister said. 

“The investor will hand over the terminal to 
the Sri Lanka government after developing it 
fully,” he added.  He said the terminal will be fully 
functional by 2024. The Minister said gantries 
have already been ordered and six gantries will 
arrive shortly for the first phase while 20 others 
will arrive December 2022. More gantries will 
come by 2024 and the terminal will be fully 
functional in 2024,” the Minister also said. 

He said the CICT Terminal which is run by China 
at the moment will be handed over to Sri Lanka in 
35 years. He said the total space of this terminal 
accounts for 58.4 hectares. “The Hambantota Port 
was given to China for a period of 99 years and 
the total area comes to 1,188 hectares,” he said. 

AIDS patients on the increase
During an awareness programme for the nursing 

officers organised by the hospital to mark the 
World AIDS Day, Medical Officer of the Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases Clinic in the Hambantota 
General Hospital, Dr. Buddhika Perera said at 
present 40 HIV contracted patients were obtaining 
treatment and that there could be more patients 
yet to be identified. She instructed the nursing 

officers on protecting the secrecy of the patients and 
the method of treatments. Dr. Mrs. Perera pointed 
out that seven patients had been reported for the 
year and that it was a clear indication that the 
rate of patients were increasing and turning into 
a community issue.  However, she pointed out that 
identifying of patients had been affected by more 
attention being paid to the CORONA pandemic. 

WITHDRAW CONTROVERSIAL GAS CYLINDER 
STOCKS PREVENTING FURTHER DISASTERS: VIJITHA

He told Parliament 
that the President 
had called for a report 
within two weeks 
and said immediate 
action was needed for 

this issue 
without 
waiting 
for more 
time to 

address 
this 

issue.  “If we wait for 
two more weeks, more 
damage would have 
been caused by then. 
Immediate action was 
needed in this matter. 
Stocks of controversial 
gas cylinders are 
still available in the 
market. They should be 
withdrawn and provide 
people with alternative 
gas cylinders,’ he said.  
He said it would take 
at least a month to 
resolve this issue if 

action was delayed 
till the report of the 
committee appointed 
by the President was 
received.  “It will take at 
least a month to take 
action based on the 
report. The report will be 
received after two weeks 
and will take two more 
weeks to analyse it and 
take action” he said. 

Azath Salley demands compensation upon acquittal
BY LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA   

Three parliamentarians 
who made complaints against 
former Western Province 
Governor Azath Salley were 
noticed to appear in court 
on February 21 by Colombo 
High Court for allegedly 
causing Salley’s arrest without 
sufficient grounds.  The Court 
made this order pursuant to a 
request made by counsel for 

Azath Salley in terms of section 
17 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure Act.   

President’s Counsel Maithri 
Gunaratne appearing for 
Azath Salley sought an order 
demanding compensation 
upon acquittal of his client 
from the case filed by 
Attorney General.   

Gunaratne alleged that three 
Parliamentarians Mohomed 

Muzammil, Nimal Piyatissa 
and Jayananda Wellabada had 
maliciously lodged a complaint 
with police without sufficient 
ground for causing an arrest.   

He moved Court that 
compensation be awarded to 
his client for the loss of time, 
income and for his expenses in 
the matter in terms of section 
17(2) of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure Act. 

BY DARSHANA SANJEEWA BALASURIYA   
A consultant and his three private 

security guards were arrested 
along with a firearm by the Haliela 
Police for conducting unauthorised 
psychological programme for 
students at a school in Haliela on 
Wednesday.   

The Haliela Police has launched 
investigation following information 
that a counseling programme is being 
conducted for the students at the 
school and that the instructor who 
came for the purpose had arrived with 
a group of private security guards 
dressed in black and were carrying 
walkie-talkies and a firearm.   

Investigations revealed that the 
official approval was not obtained 
from the zonal or provincial 

education authorities to carry out 
the programme.   

It was also revealed that the 
consultant who conducted the 
programme was not qualified to 
conduct such programmes in any 
registered institution.   

Police recovered three walkie-
talkies, an air rifle and 129 bullets 
used for the air rifle from the 
possession of the three security 
guards who came with the instructor.   

The arrested suspects, aged 36, 24, 
23 and 30 and are residents of Chilaw, 
Ratmalana and Negombo were to be 
produced before the Badulla Magistrate’s 
Court.  Meanwhile, police request the 
relevant authorities to refrain from 
inviting such persons into the school 
when dealing with school children. 

 z If we wait for two more weeks, more damage 
would have been caused by then. Immediate 
action was needed in this matter

 “The LPG Gas Standard, developed 
under the supervision of the Sri Lanka 
Standards Institution, can be implemented 
immediately to ensure the protection of 
consumers of LPG. However, The PUCSL 
does not have the legal powers to 
enforce the standard,”  Janaka Ratnayake, 
Chairman of Public Utilities Commission 
of Sri Lanka said.

 The LP Gas standard has been 
drafted in accordance with the 
procedures of the Sri Lanka Standards 
Institute and the final draft is being 
prepared considering stakeholder 
comments and inputs received through 
the public consultation process.

 The new standard includes consumer 
safety requirements when using LP gas 
cylinders, such as the maximum pressure 

of the gas cylinders, the maximum 
percentage of propane in domestic LPG, 
requirements to improve safety and 
specify markings such as net weight, test 
date of cylinder etc to be mentioned on 
the surface of the cylinder.

 Commenting further on the updated 
LP Gas Standard, Mr Ratnayake said.  
“There was a standard that has been 
prepared much earlier for LP gas. Even 
that is not legalised or enforced yet. 
One of the reasons for not enforcing the 
standard is the lack of a regulatory body 
to regulate LP gas. In 2002, the Public 
Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka was 
appointed to regulate the petroleum 
industry, including LP gas. However, 
the Commission has not been legally 
empowered to regulate this area to date. 
In 2019, we started drafting standards for 
petroleum products with SLSI. We have 
already set standards for products such 
as petrol and diesel. These standards 
must be enforced to protect the 
consumer when using various products 

of petroleum. Therefore, we see the need 
for an institution with regulatory powers 
to enforce these.”

 The earlier standard of LPG (SLS 712) 
of 1998 provides a specification for the 
use of commercial propane, commercial 
butane, propane and butane mixture and 
special duty propane. However, it does 
not mandate any ratio of propane to 
butane for domestic cooking.

Mr Ratnayake pointed out that 
the regulatory powers of the LP Gas 
Market could be delegated to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Sri Lanka, by 
amending the Petroleum Products 
Special Provisions Act to expedite the 
protection of consumers.

 “The issues we are facing now are 
results of not having a proper regulator 
for LPG. We should also regulate the entire 
petroleum product portfolio of petrol, 
diesel, aviation fuel, marine fuel, furnace 
oil, kerosene, Natural Gas, lubricants and 
grease in order to avoid such situations in 
future,” Mr Ratnayake added.

 z Although it is not possible to direct samples of every tourist 
to genetic sequencing, samples of suspected and high-risk 
people are sent to laboratories for testing

ALL PREVENTIVE 
MEASURES TAKEN 
AGAINST MORE COVID-19 
PATIENTS ENTERING SL

Deputy Director-General of Health 
Services Dr Hemantha Herath said a 
spate of safety control measures had 
been taken at airports to make sure a 
COVID patient does not enter.

“Before disembarking, travellers 
are not boarded into a flight unless 
their PCR report is negative plus it is 
also mandatory for the travellers to 
carry a negative PCR report obtained 
within 72-hours when arriving at the 
airport,” he said. “The fully vaccinated 
people and people whose PCR 
test report is negative will only be 

allowed to leave the airport. Every 
other traveller will be sent either to 
a treatment or quarantine centre,” Dr 
Herath explained.

He proceeded to say that although 
it is not possible to direct samples of 
every tourist to genetic sequencing, 
samples of suspected and high-risk 
people are sent to laboratories for 
testing. Thus, Dr Herath reiterated 
that every possible step had been 
taken to prevent COVID patients who 
arrive from foreign countries from 
releasing into society.

PUCSL is ready to regulate gas -Janaka Ratnayake, Chairman of PUCSL says
 z We see the need for 

an institution with 
regulatory powers 
to enforce these

Four arrested for conducting unauthorised 
workshop for students in Haliela

While the month of November alone 
recorded over 4000 positive dengue 
cases, health experts fear cases will 
rise this month leading to a possible 
nationwide dengue outbreak.

Further hospitals are also on standby 
for an increase in COVID-19 patients if 
the Omicron is found in the population 
and if this variant is found to cause 
severe symptoms. 

Studies are yet to however 
determine what consequences the 
Omicron variant will cause as several 
countries including India have already 
detected cases. "Maybe within the 
coming two weeks we will have more 
information on this as more countries 
have now detected it," a senior doctor 
told Daily Mirror.

The symptoms for the dengue 
virus as well as the COVID-19 virus 
are similar - fever, fatigue, body pain, 
headache, cough, cold and nausea.

Health experts have advised people 

to seek medical attention immediately 
if any of the symptoms exist rather than 
resorting to self-treatment. 

Further, since the country has 
re-opened with people reporting to 
work, doctors have advised people to 
self isolate immediately if they suffer 
from any of the symptoms and contact 
the COVID hotline till a medical officer 
advises them on what to do.   

Doctors said that it was possible that 
along with a PCR test, patients would 
be recommended to take a dengue test 
as well.  Doctors have further urged 
people to strictly follow all health 
guidelines such as wear tight-fitting 
masks, maintain a physical distance 
of at least one metre, open windows 
for ventilation, avoid poorly ventilated 
or crowded spaces, keep hands clean, 
cough or sneeze into a bent elbow or 
tissue and get vaccinated, especially 
ahead to avoid a possible outbreak 
during the upcoming festive season.

SRI LANKA GEARS UP FOR DOUBLE 
THREAT - DENGUE AND OMICRON

 The committee which had a 
thorough study on the issue, requested 
people to be alert and careful when 
purchasing gas cylinders to see whether 
there were any leaks.

 “Besides, if people suspect the 
domestic LP gas cylinder purchased 
by them to be leaking, it needs to be 
immediately placed outside and they 
should contact the respective sales 
agent or relevant officials via 011 5 811 
927 or 011 5 811 929,” the committee 
said.  The public have also been urged 
not to experiment unscientific methods 
which might put them in danger but to 
leave it to the experts.

Moreover, the Committee said 
although there are no incidents of gas 
cylinder explosions, They advised the 

public to make sure the regulator, gas 
hose, and cooker meet the required 
standard.  “The SLS standards for 
Regulators are SLS - 1180 while SLS 
- 1172 is for hoses. The recommended 
usage period for a regulator is 5 years 
and for hoses is 2 years,” it stated.

 In addition, the general public has 
been warned to refrain from removing 
the regulator from the cylinder but to 
shut off the gas supply by switching 
off the supply using the lever on 
the regulator.  These measures were 
announced in a statement by the expert 
committee appointed by the President 
under the chairmanship of Prof Shantha 
Walpolage from the Chemical and 
Process Engineering Department of 
Moratuwa University.

Experts point out measures to be 
taken to avert possible gas explosions 

Walkie-talkies, firearm siezed

AZATH SALLEY ACQUITTED
BY T. FAROOK THAJUDEEN

Colombo High Court 
yesterday acquitted former 
Governor Azath Salley from 
the case filed against him by 
the Attorney General. High 
Court Judge Amal Ranaraja 
acquitted Mr. Azath Salley being 
observing that the evidence 
of the prosecution witnesses 

had failed to establish a valued 
case against Mr. Azath Salley 
for attempting to create hatred 
against different ethnic groups. 

The Attorney General had filed 
indictment against Mr. Salley 
for attempting to create hatred 
against different ethnic groups. 

The complaint against Mr. 
Salley was made by Mohamed 

Muzammil and Provincial 
Council members. 

Mr. Salley’s Counsel Maitree 
Gunaratne  PC pleaded court 
order the complainants to pay 
compensation to Mr. Salley. 

Hence Judge Amal Ranaraja 
noticed the complainants to 
appear before court to decide 
compensation.

ATTANAYAKE TAKES ON RANIL IN 
PARLIAMENT OVER HAMBANTOTA PORT

CHINA SUSPENDS POWER PROJECTS 
ON THREE ISLANDS IN THE NORTH

PM’s office refutes reports of official 
role given to Shiraz Yoonus

Issuing a statement, the Prime 
Minister’s Office refuted reports that 
claimed that Yoonus was serving 
as the Muslim Religious Affairs 
Coordinator at the office. "Mr. Yoonus 

has not been offered any post in the 
Prime Minister's Office. His statements 
are completely personal and do not 
endorse the government’s political 
stance," the statement said. 

The Chinese Embassy said in a 
Twitter message that the company 
has, instead, signed a contract 
with the Maldivian Government 
on November 19 to establish solar 
power plants on 12 islands in the 

island country. Under this contract, 
2.5MW of Solar PV, 975kW of Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) will be 
installed. The project is expected to 
reduce 2,900 tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions annually.
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G
ermany agreed on new 
COVID-19 restrictions 
on Thursday and the 
United States prepared 
to do the same, while 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said the Omicron variant showed 
the pandemic could be around for 
“some time”.

The new variant is spreading 
across  the  g lobe ,  wi th 
countries including the United 
States, India and France reporting 
their first cases and investors rattled 
by the prospect that it could hurt the 
global economic recovery.

The new measures agreed in 
Germany focus on the unvaccinated, 
who will be barred from access 
to all but the most essential 
businesses such as grocery stores 
and pharmacies.

Germany is also planning 
legislation to make vaccination 
mandatory. 

“We have understood that the 
situation is very serious and that 
we want to take further measures 
in addition to those already taken,” 
Chancellor Angela Merkel told a 
news conference.

“To do this, the fourth wave must 
be broken and this has not yet been 
achieved,” she said, referring to 
Germany’s latest surge in cases. A 

nationwide vaccination mandate 
could take effect from February 
2022 after it is debated in the 
Bundestag and after guidance from 
Germany’s Ethics Council, she said.

Much remains unknown about 
Omicron, which was first detected in 
southern Africa last month and has 
been spotted in at least two dozen 
countries, just as parts of Europe 

were already grappling with a wave 
of infections of the Delta variant.

But the European Union’s public 
health agency said Omicron could 
be responsible for more than half 
of all COVID infections in Europe 
within a few months, lending weight 
to preliminary information about its 
high transmissibility.

BERLIN, DEC 2 (REUTERS)

G EN E VA, DEC 2 
(REUTER S)-The United 
Nations appealed on Thursday 
for a record $41 billion to 
provide life-saving assistance 
next year to 183 million 
people worldwide caught up 
in conflict and poverty, led by 
a tripling of its programme in 
Afghanistan.

Famine remains a “terrifying 
prospect” for 45 million people 
living in 43 countries, as 
extreme weather caused by 
climate change shrinks food 
supplies, the U.N. said in the 
annual appeal, which reflected 
a 17% rise in annual funding 
needs.

“The drivers of needs are 
ones which are familiar to all 
of us. Tragically, it includes 
protracted conflicts, political 
instability, failing economies 
... the climate crisis, not a new 
crisis, but one which urges 

more attention and of course 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” U.N. 
aid chief Martin Griffiths told 
reporters.

In a report to donors, the 
world body said: “Without 
sustained and immediate 
action, 2022 could be 
catastrophic.”

Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen, 
Ethiopia and Sudan are the 
five major crises requiring the 

most funding, topped by $4.5 
billion sought for Taliban-ruled 
Afghanistan where “needs are 
skyrocketing”, it said.

In Afghanistan, more than 
24 million people require life-
saving assistance, a dramatic 
increase driven by political 
tumult, repeated economic 
shocks, and severe food 
insecurity caused by the worst 
drought in 27 years.

VIENNA, DEC 2 (REUTERS) - 
Iran has provided European powers 
involved in its tattered nuclear deal 
with drafts on sanctions removal and 

nuclear commitments, Iran’s top nuclear 
negotiator said on Thursday, as world 
powers and Tehran try to reinstate the 
pact.

The announcement came on the fourth 
day of indirect talks between Iran and 

the United States on bringing both fully 
back into the deal. The talks resumed after 
a five-month hiatus prompted by Iran’s 
election of an anti-Western hardliner as 
president.

“We have delivered two proposed drafts 
to them...Of course they need to check the 
texts that we have provided to them. If 
they are ready to continue the talks, we are 
in Vienna to continue the talks,” Iran’s Ali 

Bagheri Kani told reporters.
A European diplomat in Vienna 

confirmed draft documents had been 
handed over. Under the pact, Tehran 
limited its uranium enrichment 
programme, a potential pathway to 
nuclear weapons though Iran says it seeks 
only civilian atomic energy, in exchange 
for relief from U.S., European Union and 
U.N. economic sanctions.

UNITED NATIONS, 
(PRENSA L ATINA) 1 DEC 
2021 - Cuba’s Deputy Permanent 
Representative to UN Yusnier 
Romero on Wednesday 
reiterated his country’s support 
for Palestine and strongly 
condemned US recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The international community 
cannot remain passive ahead 
of the increased violence 

and the indiscriminate and 
disproportionate use of force 
against Palestinian civilians, 
in flagrant violation of the 
UN Charter and International 
Humanitarian Law, he added.

According to the Cuban 
diplomat, it is alarming that the 
UN Security Council remains 
silent ahead of this serious 
threat to international peace 
and security.

GERMANY AGREES NEW COVID 
CURBS AS OMICRON VARIANT 

SPREADS ACROSS GLOBE

Iran gives drafts on sanctions, nuclear 
issues to European nuclear deal partiesIRA
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Cuba condemns US 
actions on Palestine

Cuba’s DeputyParmanant 
Representative to the UN 
Yusnier Romero (PL)

UN seeks record $41 bln 
for aid to hotspots led by 
Afghanistan, Ethiopia
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A boy sells food in a park in Kabul, Afghanistan (REUTERS)



Thoughts on 
increasing 
retirement age

WHEN RELIGIOUS 
DEVOTION 
DWARFS HEALTH 
CONCERNS

See more web comments at www. .lk

CB to freeze bank 
accounts associated 
with unlawful money 
transfer methods

OUR THOUGHT

KIKAZARU - Now at the 
end of the road and 
hit the wall. Putting 
in politely we call it 
“Bankrupt”.

ANURA NANAYAKKARA - 
Too many rules since you 
became Governor. Why 
Mr. Cabraal? Punish all 
the bank robbers, not the 

citizens of this country!

SSS-Yes. Cabraal and his 
masters need the dollars 
to import their luxuries 
and fatten their foreign 
accounts in the unlikely 
event of docile SL people 
rising against mega 
corruption and abuse 
of law.
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 “The future depends on what you do today”  
– MAHATMA GANDHI

DM PollDM Poll

See web poll at www.                  .lk

LAST POLL

At a time when the latest  COVID-19 variant 
Omicron is spreading across the world, many 
countries are imposing travel restrictions and 

even closing their borders, should the 
Government tighten the health guidelines 

and restrict tourist arrivals?

1) Yes 2) No 3) Don’t know

Do you think that the Government 
allowing the importation of chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides 

revoking the gazette notification issued in 
April this year is an indication of the 

Government’s inability to manage crucial 
sectors in the country ?

No
1.9%

Yes
97%

Don’t 
know
1.1%
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Pilgrimage to the holy mountain Adam’s 
Peak (Sri Pada) is expected to commence 
on December 18 (Saturday). And the good 
news is that the authorities are expecting 

restrictions to be relaxed as much as possible when 
the season begins. 

A pilgrimage of the nature of climbing Adam’s 
Peak calls for support and encouragement for 
devotees. But Covid regulations put a stop to 
all that and discouraged travel to the summit of 
the mountain last year. But pilgrims defied state 
warning notices and embarked on the trek last year. 
Restrictions being imposed upon pilgrims was the 
scenario for the past two years. 

But when the officials organising the pilgrimage 
gathered on Wednesday (December 1) to discuss the 
nitty-gritty associated with the season what came to 
be highlighted was the need to allow participation 
in keeping with instructions issued by the health 
authorities. 

It’s a known fact that devotees help and 
encourage each other during the climb to the top 
and restrictions- despite being a must- would eat 
into some of the healthy camaraderie that otherwise 
exists both during the ascending and descending 
parts of the journey. Apart from the participation 
of pilgrims devotees are wondering whether the 
support services- which were not available last 
year- would be set up along the way this time 
around. 

For the record, last season, pilgrims defied a 
warning by the Nuwara Eliya District Covid -19 
Eradication Unit to refrain from making the journey 
to the mountain. It is with this background that the 
season begins on the coming poya day. There are 
also concerns about hygiene because pilgrims are 
known to throw litter and pollute the place. These 
are times when the surrounding areas of the path to 
the mountain must be kept spick and span because 
of the pandemic. 

For the last couple of years the Sri Lanka Air 
Force was engaged in a cleaning process of the path 
that leads to the mountain. Sri Lankan travellers are 
not known to behave in an environment friendly 
manner when stepping into places like the paths 
that lead to Adam’s Peak. This behaviour by them 
questions the levels of mental discipline they’ve 
acquired despite devoting so much time each year 
to travel to the 7359 foot mountain which holds a 
revered monument. Adam’s Peak is precious for 
Buddhists, Christians, Muslims and Hindus which 
the devotees of all these religions having their own 
version of whose foot imprint lies at the highest 
point of the mountain. The Buddhists affirm that it 
is of Gautama Buddha, the Hindus believe that it is 
of Lord Shiva while the Muslims and the Christians 
state that it is of Adam; some Christian accounts 
stating that it is of St. Thomas’. 

Being a Buddhist dominant country the 
season for ‘Sripada’ will begin with a procession 
associated with a temple. Devotees participating in 
the procession will carry a statue of Deity Sumana 
Saman and the relics of the Gautama Buddha 
from the Galpoththawala Rajamaha Viharaya 
in Palmadulla all the way to the summit of the 
mountain. 

Devotees utilising four routes are expected to 
join in the pilgrimage. These routes start from four 
different towns; Hatton, Balangoda, Ratnapura and 
Kuruwita. As with past years all four processions 
are expected to meet at Heramitipana before 
completing the last lap of the journey. 

This pilgrim season will commence under 
slightly less severe restrictions compared to the 
past two years. Already the 2021/2022 season has 
received the blessings of the Chief Sanganayake of 
Ratnapura Dissawe Ven. Begamuwe Dhammadinna 
Thera, Nuwara Eliya District Secretary Nandana 
Galaboda, Senior Government officials, Divisional 
Secretaries, heads of Local Governments and 
officials from the private sector.   

There are concerns before the scheduled start 
to the pilgrimage because schoolchildren also have 
the habit of making the trek. In January this year 
some members of a rugby team that did the journey 
to Adam’s Peak tested positive for Covid. But the 
thinking here in Sri Lanka is that extreme religious 
devotion can dwarf health concerns before an 
event as big as climbing Adam’s Peak. Let there be 
protection for devotees making the journey during 
these challenging times caused by the pandemic.  

Amongst the proposals in the maiden 
Budget of Honourable Minister of Finance Basil 
Rajapakse is to increase the retirement age of the 
public servants to 65 years with the objective of 
strengthening the country’s work force and at the 
same time not to curtail the recruitment of new 
recruits. I see this as a very productive proposal 
for the following reasons:
n Being occupied will keep them both physically 
and mentally active
n Income (emoluments) will cushion at least to 
some extent the rising cost of living
n They will not be a burden to the children as 
s/he will be independent for at least another 5 
years
n They will be more efficient as they are much 
more experienced and therefore can promise a 
very satisfactory customer service
n  There will be less wastage (of stationeries, 
etc.) as mistakes are minimal (if any) as they are 
veterans in their respective fields of employment
* They can share their invaluable experience with 
the new young recruits and also make them more 
efficient and knowledgeable

MOHAMED ZAHRAN
Colombo

Please join 
the queue!

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Queues are generally formed to get things 
done in a systematic manner; which help both 
the server as well as the served. In the western 
world the people always strictly adhere to this 
system and they would not allow anyone to jump 
the queue. If the system is threatened they shout 
at those who break the queue to get back to the 
end of the starting line. However, it is very rarely 
that this happens because all obey the rule.

But this practice is not followed in Sri Lanka. 
Invariably you get the queue jumpers who try 
to get things done quickly without waiting for 
their turn. Sometimes this is done by oiling the 
palm of the persons in charge, so that one could 
get preferential treatment. Whether it is in a 
government office or private place, where there 
is a queue, there will be at least one person 
jumping the queue.

Now something good has happened during 
the past two years with the onslaught of the 
pandemic. Wherever the Sri Lanka Army is 
manning the vaccination centres there is some 
sort of order in that people stay in the queue 
to get the vaccine when it is their turn. We also 
had the queues for milk food, gas cylinders, to 
obtain new passports or renew existing ones, 
to get documents certified by the Consular 
office, etc. These queues have instilled some 
discipline in Sri Lankans, who would benefit from 
such practices while being here or abroad. We 
hope that the Sri Lankans will adhere to strict 
discipline in respect of queues as they have done 
with regards to wearing of masks.

HM NISSANKA WARAKAULLE  

S
ome three weeks ago President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa put a very 
valid question to the people 
summarising the whole history 
since Independence. Being 

appropriate to the occasion, the President 
while speaking at an event to mark the 
World Science Day, at Temple Trees, on 
November 10 why the people re-elect the 
politicians they had rejected before for 
failure to live up to their expectations. 
And he urged them to reject such elements 
once and for all, and elect a new set of 
representatives. 

Though one might feel it to be belated, 
it is worth discussing the very vital 
point the head of the State put to his 
subjects. First of all, this is not a new 
idea or a question as many leftist parties 
were raising this issue at least since 
1960s. They called the people’s 
habit of alternately electing the 
same two corrupt and discredited 
political groups that had proven 
their ineptitude in resolving issues 
faced by the people “Thattumaru 
Kramaya.” 

Despite the remarks made by the 
President possibly being a gem of a 
statement since one cannot expect such 
words coming from Sri Lankan politicians 
who know that they would boomerang, it 
is doubtful if it was really a moment of 
self-realisation or he spoke from his heart. 
It must just be a flash of thought uttered 
without much thought, just pondering over 
only the actions of the last government. 
However, had the people followed his 
advice exactly two years ago, he himself 
would not be in the saddle to give such 
an invaluable advice.

In fact, it is astounding to note 
that the people in this country have 
elected at every election, since the 
Independence, those whom they 
rejected some five or six years 
ago, interestingly with renewed hopes of 
having a better future for their children. 
It was during the first United National 
Party (UNP) administration that the 
famous “Hartal” or a general strike by 
the workers and agitations by the people 
of the rural areas in the south took place 
in August 1953. This followed a steep 
rise in essential items, including rice, the 
price of which tripled. And the situation 
was so tense that the Cabinet had to meet 
in a ship in the Colombo harbour. Had 
the leftist leaders who spearheaded the 
urban and rural agitations been prepared, 
they could even have captured power. 

However, the first UNP administration 
under three Prime Ministers was voted 
out at the Parliamentary elections in 
1956 and a coalition led by the newly 
founded Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) 
was elected to power. A chaotic period 
followed with strikes in a particular year 
having outnumbered the days of that year. 
An unprecedented ethnic violence spread 
across the country claiming hundreds 
of lives, especially in the North Central 
Province and the Prime Minister S.W.R.D 
Bandaranaike was also assassinated in 
1959 over a different issue. 

Despite the sympathy wave 

towards the late Premier Bandaranaike 
people again voted in the UNP in March 
1960, until they defeated the same party in 
July in the same year and as the President 
said handed over the reins to the SLFP. 
That too was not a government with 
smooth sailing. Prime Minister Sirima 
Bandaranaike had to appoint five finance 
ministers for the five years she ruled the 
country and had dissolve parliament 
after the throne speech was defeated in 
Parliament. 

In spite of the people having tested 
the credentials of the SLFP led by 
Bandaranaikes (husband and wife) 
twice it was again elected to power 
in 1970 with two thirds of majority, 
apparently due to the cancellation 
of the two measures of rice supplied 
at a concessionary price. However, 
it became a torturous administration in 
terms of supply of essential items where 
people had to wait in long queues for hours 
for rice, sugar, bread, flour, chilly, dhal 
etc. The food scarcity was such that there 
was a short period when every individual 
was given half pound of Atta flour for a 
week through co-operative society outlets. 
Carrying rice and chillies across districts 
was banned. Serving rice in hotels was 
banned on Fridays and Tuesdays.   

This paved the way for the UNP which 
had proven twice (except for their ill-fated 
three months old rule) its ineptitude in 
governance to come to power with an 
unprecedented five sixths of majority in 

Parliament. It was a rogue government 
under Presidents J.R.Jayewardene 
and R.Premadasa during which the 
country saw mass-scale corruption, 
absence of rule of law, mass-scale 
killings by the law enforcement 
authorities and State sponsored 
vigilante groups. It was the period 
when a state sponsored brutal pogrom 
was unleashed against the Tamils which 
in turn made the Tamil community an 
easy breeding ground for the then small 
separatist Tamil armed groups. 

One cannot but surprise to see the 
political literacy of the people when 
they reelected the coalitions led by same 
SLFP and the UNP in 1994 and 2015. 
The current ruling party, the Sri Lanka 
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the main 
Opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) 
are not new political parties in practical 
sense. They are the avatars of the SLFP 
and the UNP despite the signboard of the 
two parties are held by other leaders. Thus 
the President or Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa cannot absolve themselves from 
the responsibilities for the highhanded 
actions and corruption committed by the 
leaders of the SLFP led coalition (UPFA) 
government between 2005 and 2014. 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was a 
very powerful figure in that government.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
government became unpopular within 
four years since its huge election 
victories in 2010 which they achieved 
following a historic victory in a three-
decade long war against the LTTE. The 
current government seems to have 
outdone it within a shorter period. 
Even the members of the Rajapaksa 
family, such as the State Minister 
Sashindra Rajapaksa are predicting 
the defeat of the government at the 
next election. Yet, pathetically, it is the 
SJB, the reincarnation of the UNP that is 
practically waiting to go up in the seesaw 
when the sun sets on the SLPP regime.  

The President’s call for the masses 
to find a new set of representatives is 
naturally an indication of the Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), though 
he might never have thought even 
in a dream to do so. The former rebels 
seem to have proven their honesty through 
dedication and the sacrifices in their 
political actions as well as lifestyles. Their 
analyses of the political and economic 
situations seem sound and realistic. Only 
issue that is haunting them is their 
race in cruelty with both the SLFP 
and UNP governments during their 
insurrections in 1971 and 1988/89. 
Yet, the question has to be raised as 
to how long such a political party has 
to be given to be reformed. It was a 
war situation and both the ruling 
parties at the time too showed even 
more ruthlessness introducing 
novel methods of cruelty such 
as the famous “tyre pyres” and 
torture chambers.  

Interestingly, people are wary of 
new comers though they seem to be 
acceptable while preferring the “known 
devils” and also to be on the winning 
side, no matter devils ruling the roost. 
They are not prepared even to test 
the newcomers but prefer to repose 
their false hopes on those who have 
hoodwinked them several times. It is 
strange. 

By 
Muhammed 
Ayub

WHY ELECT REJECTED PEOPLE?

Interestingly, people are wary of newcomers and 
continue to vote for known parties at elections; 
despite not being happy at the manner in which 
they have governed this country 

First of all, this is not a 
new idea or a question 
as many leftist  parties 
were raising this issue 
at least since 1960s. 

They called the  people’s 
habit of alternately 

electing the same two 
corrupt and  discredited 

political groups that 
had proven their 

ineptitude in  resolving 
issues faced by the 

people “Thattumaru 
Kramaya.” 
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C
onveniences at our disposal also 
entail dangers and limitations—
which we need to be aware of 
and take adequate precautions 
against.  Decades ago we used 

firewood for cooking and oil for lighting 
lamps. Today firewood is partly replaced by 
Liquid of Petroleum Gas (LPG), and lighting 
by electricity. 

As people rush to enjoy modern facilities 
we often forget or pay little attention to their 
negative consequences. Apart from economic 
and environmental concerns, modern comforts 
create safety issues. Sometimes the business 
sector ignores safety concerns to sell their 
products and earn more profit. A culture of 
corruption encourages such practices.  

These days there are growing reports suggestive 
of a spate of fire hazards and explosions originating 
from the use of LPG for cooking. 

WHAT IS LIQUID  
PETROLEUM GAS? 

Crude oil refining yields a range of 
hydrocarbons (compounds comprising carbon 
and hydrogen) which are liquids or gases found 
under ambient conditions. Petrol, kerosene and 
diesel have boiling points (95-150); (150-350); 
(175- 375) degrees Celsius respectively—
which are temperatures well above that of the 
natural environment. Additionally there are 
petroleum liquids that evaporate rapidly at 
room temperature. These are known as ‘ethers’.  

Two important gaseous components derived 
from oil are butane and propane. When cooled, 
these turn into liquids at temperatures of -2 
and -42 degrees Celsius. These gases can be 
liquefied at higher temperatures by applying 
pressure.  At the average room temperature 
of 30 degrees Celsius, butane and propane 
can be liquefied at atmospheric pressures of 
approximately 2 and 10 atmospheres. These 
are approximately the minimum pressures 
needed to store butane and propane in liquid 
form at room temperature. But a larger 
percentage of propane or butane in 
a full cylinder exists as a liquid with 
the remaining 10 – 20% in the form of 
vapor. So when the cylinder valve opens, 
the gases (vapor) pushes out and the liquid 
inside slowly boils. Upon closing the valve 
the original pressure is regained as long as 
both liquid and gas are within and the value 
of pressure depending on the temperature 
and composition of the gas. 

Meanwhile, LP gas also contains a small 
percentage of pentane (a hydrocarbon with 
a boiling point of 36 degrees Celsius). Like 
butane or propane, this substance too cannot 
cause any harm. Despite its higher boiling 
point, it is carried away with butane and 
propane at warmer temperatures.

Commercial LPGs contain mixtures of 
butane and propane in varying proportions, 
compressed to pressures of the order of 7- 15 
atmospheres. When the percentage of propane 
is larger, higher storage pressures are required.  
Again the vapor pressure inside the cylinder 
increases faster with temperature when the 
percentage of propane is increased. The plot 
(taken from www.engineeringtoolbox.com) 
presented below indicates how pressure varies 
with the propane/butane ratio in LPG (the 
numbers depicted in the vertical axis are 
approximately the pressures measured in units 
of normal atmospheric pressure). 

Generally LPGs used in warm tropical 
regions, contain 70-80% of butane and    

30-20% of propane.  Countries with 
freezing climates prefer LPGs containing 
a higher percentage of propane because 
butane evaporate too slowing under such 
conditions. In warmer environments 
LPG with a larger percentage of butane 
is preferable to prevent high pressure 
building up inside the containers.

It must be said that gas cylinders are 
sufficiently strong to withstand the pressures, 
irrespective of the amount of propane present.  
They don’t break-open and explode unless 
heated by a fire. However, if the pressure 
is high, gas could leak through a faulty 
valve in the cylinder or the burner. 
Sometimes connections to gas carrying 
tubing could also be leaky or completely 
yield when the pressure is excessive. 
LP gases are heavier than air, and if 

gas leaks in an enclosed space it builds 
above the floor. Such situations pose an 
imminent danger, because the slightest 
ignition trigger would lead to an explosion 
and fire. 

When the percentage of LPG in the air 
exceeds 4-6%, the mixture could explode. 
Often this happens when someone attempts 

to light the burner.  Sparks produced during 
the switching on or switching off of electricity 
could also ignite accumulated gas. Moreover, 
opening or closing metallic contacts inside 
a switch always create sparks.  Friction 
encountered in working with tools and sparking 
due to static electrification are sufficient to 
ignite an LPG-air mixture. Propane is more 
flammable compared to butane.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

The cause of most accidents in the use of 
LPG for cooking has been gas leaks. A good 
precaution therefore would be to have a method 
of detecting leaking gas. The nose is the most 
sensitive chemical detector which humans and 
animals possess. Certain chemical substances 
in the minutest of quantities can be smelled.  
Propane and butane in pure form are odorless. 
Commercial LPG has a faint smell owing to 
the presence of aromatic impurities. But this 
is not strong enough to notice a gas leakage. 
Therefore an odorant is incorporated into LPG. 
Odorants introduced are sulphur compounds 
such as methyl sulfide, thiols and mercaptans. 
These compounds have smells resembling 
onions, leeks, durian or mella kola. 

In many countries the addition of an odorant 
to LPG is a legal requirement that gas suppliers 
cannot ignore. It is ridiculous to say that a gas 
leak can be detected by the hissing sound of 
escaping gas. Such sounds are only heard 
when gas leaks out at an exceptionally high 
speed.  Minute leaks in the cylinder valve 
and connections can be detected by 
smearing a solution of detergent. Blowing 
of bubbles is a sign of gas seepage.

Simple safeguards can greatly reduce 
accidents associated with LPG cooking. 
Always install the cylinder in an upright 
position in a well ventilated location to avoid 

a build-up of gas accumulation in the event 
of a leakage. After cooking disconnect the 
regulator from the cylinder. Do not leave 
burners unattended for long durations 
of time. Check the connections to tubing 
for tightness. If the cooker is not kept 
clean, ash and carbon could clog the 
burner valves causing malfunction. 
Also, salt in food corrodes burners 
and valves.  If there is a sign of a gas 
leakage, do not ignite the burners and 
carefully disconnect the regulator from 
the cylinder. Open doors and windows, 
avoid switching-on or switching-off 
electricity. Stay away from the premises 
for a while. If there is a fire near the gas 
cylinder or tubes delivering gas to the 
burner, do not attempt to disconnect the 
regulator or shut the burner. Move far 
away and inform the Fire Department if 
the situation worsens.

Standard LP gas cylinders, cookers and 
accessories are designed to prevent gas 
leakages, even if there are pressure changes 
due to alterations in gas composition (propane/
butane ratio) or changes in temperature.  
However, if the gadgets are substandard or 
faulty; gas leaks could occur, causing serious 
accidents.     

To reduce the incidence of accidents 
associated with LPG cookers the general public 
must be vigilant and follow precautionary 
measures. The sale of brands of LPG 
without odorants and substandard cookers 
and accessories must be regulated. And any 
alterations to the gas composition must be 
notified. LPG can be managed safely by 
following the proper precautions and adopting 
consumer protection legislation.

The writer is a research professor and 
scientist attached to the National Institute of 
Fundamental Studies, Sri Lanka.

The cause of most accidents 
in the use of LPG for cooking 
has been gas leaks. A good 

precaution therefore would be 
to have a method of detecting 

leaking gas

WHAT DOES THE 
SCIENCE SAY?

LP GAS EXPLOSIONS:

By 
Prof. G. R. A. 
Kumara
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O
n February 27, 1921 a newly 
inaugurated care home located 
at the heart of Bambalapitiya 
opened doors to two destitute 
mothers who wished to spend 

the eve of their lives in a secure and homely 
atmosphere. This venue, initially named as 
the Mallika Home for Destitute (now known 
as the Mallika Home) was a dream come 
true for Mrs. Mallika Hewavitarne Lama 
Ethani, mother of Anagarika Dharmapala 
who spearheaded the Buddhist Renaissance 
movement in Sri Lanka. This dream became a 
reality as a result of the Mallika Anatha Nivasa 
Samithiya founded by her in 1920. A century 
later, the Mallika Nivasa Samithiya (Society) 
Ltd., has expanded its operations to not only 
provide care, security and protection for 
elderly women but also for infants, children 
and teenagers. 

 THE LEGACY CONTINUES

At a time when women were expected to 
be confined to their homes, without playing 
any role in society, Mrs. Hewavitarne turned 
the tides by inaugurating the Home, thereby 
enabling women to play an important role 
in colonial Ceylon. This endeavour was also 
supported by men, particularly her son Dr. C. 
A Hewavitarne who purchased the land on 
his behalf of his mother, where the Mallika 
Home is situated today. The Home thereby 
commenced its mission to serve poor and 
destitute elderly women in the country at 
an era where the welfare of destitute women 
of impoverished Buddhist families was not 
a subject of discussion. Today, the Mallika 
Home is the oldest Buddhist Home for elders 
in Sri Lanka. 

 The number of admissions subsequently 
increased to 37 during the year of its 
inauguration and therefore new Halls of 
residence were gradually added to the original 
building. As such, the Laura De Mel Hall, 
the Neil Hewavitarne Hall, the Gunasekara 
Hall and the Anagarika Dharmapala Hall were 
built in succession over the years. Today, the 
Home can accommodate up to 90 elders. 

In 1952 the Mallika Nivasa Samithiya 
was gifted five acres of land in Aniyakanda, 
Ragama by Sir Ernest De Silva and Lady 
Evadne De Silva to build an orphanage for 
boys. Subsequently, the Parakrama Nivasa 
for Boys opened doors in 1954 and since its 
inception the Parakrama Child Development 
Centre has been a safe haven for hundreds 
of destitute boys between ages 5-18. 

 Thereafter, the Sneha Child Development 
Centre was established in 1971 to provide 
care for abandoned boys and girls below 
five years of age. This idea was initiated by 
Mrs. Snehalatha Amarasinghe. With time, a 
Montessori and a day care Centre was also 

established at the same premises to provide 
better facilities for children. These children 
participate in various events organized by 
the Society. 

Seth Medura, the first paying home of the 
Society was opened in 1978 thereby providing 
pleasant and comfortable accommodation 
for elderly ladies at a very nominal amount. 
As means of providing further paying 
accommodation for elderly ladies at a nominal 
cost, Seth Sevana I and II were eventually 
inaugurated in 1999 and 2001 respectively. 
The Mallika Nivasa Samithiya also succeeded 
in initiating the first dementia care Centre 
with the support of HelpAge Sri Lanka in 
2002. 

Amidst various other developments the 
Society is now in the process of collecting 
funds to setup its Centenary Building to 
accommodate dementia patients as well as 
provide better residential facilities for the 
elderly mothers. 

 Throughout the years, meals and medicine 
for all the homes continue to be supported by 
generous donors, benefactors and trustees. 
The society also receives maintenance grants 
from the Department of Social Services and 
the Department of Probation and Child Care 
Services. 

GRATITUDE TO A GREAT 
LADY 

At a commemorative event held to mark 
the centenary celebration of the Society, 
Ven. Ambulugala Sumangala thera, the Chief 
Incumbent of Maha Bodhi Agrashrawaka 

Viharaya, Maligakanda, expressed his 
gratitude to Mrs. Mallika Hewavitarne while 
mentioning the Herculean efforts made by 
her son David Hewavitarne to bring about the 
Buddhist revivalist movement in Sri Lanka. 
“Even after a century, the Mallika Nivasa 
is like a tree sprouting with new shoots. 
The Mallika Nivasa sits on a land given to 
Mallika Hewavitarne by her son Charles 
Hewavitarne, Sri Lanka’s first medical 
specialist. His financial donation and Mrs. 
Hewavitarne’s dedication has provided a 
home for many individuals to spend their 
lives with much relaxation. Whenever we hear 
Mallika Hewavitarne’s name we cannot forget 
Srimath Anagarika Dharmapala. Sri Lanka 
was dominated by colonial invasions during 
the end of the 19th century and beginning 
of the 20th century. During this period the 
Sinhalese and Buddhists weren’t treated well. 
It was during this time that Mallika and Don 
Carolis Hewavitarne welcomed the birth 
of their firstborn David Hewavitarne, who 
was later known as Anagarika Dharmapala. 
Dharmapala’s mother was a pillar of strength 
that encouraged him to bring about a change in 
colonial Ceylon. He succeeded in establishing 
the London Buddhist vihara in England at 
a time when Sri Lanka was still a colony. 
His mother’s motivation encouraged him 
to address religious leaders in America. 
We also cannot forget Mrs. Hewavitarne’s 
contribution to the Buddha Sasana who 
took the initiative to print the Tripitaka and 
other Dhamma books. To serve this purpose 
the Hewavitarne Trust was initiated by her 
relatives. As such, she has contributed a 

yeoman service to the nation, not only by 
serving the Buddha Sasana but also by giving 
birth to a great son of this soil.”

APPRECIATING THE 
LIVEWIRES BEHIND THE 
ENDEAVOR  

Gracing the occasion as Guest of Honour, 
former Speaker of Parliament Karu Jayasuriya 
recalled how he has been in contact with the 
Mallika Nivasa since 1990. “At the time I 
was serving as the Mayor of Colombo. This 
Home provides love, care and protection to the 
elderly mothers. We need to remember Mrs. 
Mallika Hewavitarne for her efforts to make this 
endeavor a success. In fact, Dr. Hewavitarne also 
extended his support. Successive managements 
have dedicated their time, finances and effort 
for the progress of this initiative. A piece of land 
near Visakha Vidyalaya costs around one billion 
today. This shows that there were generous 
donors at the time the Mallika Home was 
inaugurated. Many infants, children and teens 
showcased their talents today and eventually 
they will come out in society as good citizens 

and we appreciate these efforts. There were many 
other additions to the Mallika Nivasa including 
the Parakrama Children’s Home. If these children 
don’t get necessary care and support they will be 
misled. The infants’ too would have had no future 
if they were abandoned on the streets. Efforts 
such as providing residential facilities for elders 
who can pay a nominal fee to setting up a Centre 
to care for dementia patient are much appreciated 
as well. All these have been successful as a 
result of the capable management. I extend 
gratitude to everybody who has supported this 
endeavor throughout the years. We wish that 
this endeavor moves from strength to strength 
in years to come.”

The event was also graced by the presence of 
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and Shiranthi 
Rajapaksa. Prime Minister Rajapaksa presented 
awards to long-standing members of the Mallika 
Nivasa Samithiya and a commemorative stamp 
too was launched to mark the Centenary of the 
Society. The Society continues on its mission to 
‘add life to years’ of destitute women, infants, 
children and teenagers with love, care and 
affection. 

PICS BY INDIKA HANDUWALA

The State Literary 
Awards Ceremony – 
2020 and 2021 will be 
held on December 3rd 
at the BMICH under the 

patronage of Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
Minister of Buddhasasana, 
Religious and Cultural 
Affairs and attended by the 

State Minister of National 
Heritage, Performing Arts 
and Rural Arts Promotions 
Vidura Wickramanayake. 
The event is organized by 

the State Literary Advisory 
Council chaired by Ven. 
Rambukkana Siddhartha 
Thera and the Department 
of Cultural Affairs.

In the context of a global 
pandemic, International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) 
will be celebrated on December 3 
under the theme “Fighting for rights 
in the post-Covid era”. This year’s 
theme has been selected specially 
to look in to the challenges, barriers 
and opportunities for people who live 
with disabilities during the time of 
the pandemic. 

The Ratmalana Audiology Centre 
or fondly known as the RAC by its 
clients and the people in the area 
was set up 15 years ago to be the 
Centre of Excellence in Hearing 
and Speech therapy for the benefit 
of people with hearing, speech and 
educational difficulties. The RAC 
had been providing free hearing 
screening of newborn babies born in 
government hospitals. The objective 
of doing so is to detect early any 
hearing impairments faced by them 
and to intervene early for better 
results and impact. Thereby reducing 
the negative impact from undetected 
or late detected congenital hearing 
loss which could lead to significant 
language and academic delay in 
children. Further the RAC provides 

free hearing testing, speech therapy 
and special education services to all 
students at the Ceylon school for the 
Deaf and Blind Ratmalana. 

The center specializes in helping 
manage hearing impairments 
in children and adults through 
amplification (hearing aids). 
Speech and language therapy 
services at RAC help children 
and adults with communication 
disabilities to overcome them and 
have shown promising results 
over the years. The Speech and 
Language Therapy services have 
been beneficial for people with 
communication difficulties such as; 
intellectual disability, persons with 
autism spectrum disorders, hearing 
impairment, stammering, various 
voice disorders, cerebral palsy, people 
with language or speech difficulties 
after a stroke, etc. 

Special education services at 
Ratmalana Audiology Centre have 
helped many children who struggled 
to enter mainstream school setups or 

who struggled to keep up with the 
mainstream school settings, to manage 
easily and perform better in the school.

RAC is well equipped with state-
of-the-art testing laboratories and 
equipment and an experienced 
professional team of clinicians. 

Connect with us today for 
information and appointments 
regarding Hearing, Speech and 
Special Education on 0773945945 
or for FREE online pre-screening 
log on to www.giftofsound.lk

Early detection of hearing 
and speech impairments can  
change lives. 

LITERARY AWARDS CEREMONY

Ven. Ambulugala 
Sumangala thera Karu Jayasuriya

A commemorative stamp launched to mark 
the Centenary Celebration of the Society

A YEOMAN SERVICE TO CHANGE LIVES
Ratmalana Audiology Centre; 

A NOBLE MISSION TO PROVIDE SECURITY, 
PEACE AND TRANQUILITY TO THE DESTITUTE 

Centenary celebration of Mallika Nivasa SamithiyaBy 
Kamanthi 
Wickramasinghe

At a time when women were 
expected to be confined to their 
homes, without playing any role 

in society, Mrs. Hewavitarne 
turned the tides by inaugurating 

the Home, thereby enabling 
women to play an important 

role in colonial Ceylon

A performance by elderly 
mothers of the Mallika Home

Many people are claiming God has 
worked miracles for them through 
the intercession of Rev.Fr. Siri Oscar 
Abayaratna who by the power of the Holy 
Spirit launched the Kithu Dana Pubuduwa 
(KDP) which is widely regarded as the 
world’s most powerful charismatic 
renewal movement with its vision and 
goals ranging from personal holiness and 
community life to poverty alleviation, 
the battle against climate change and the 
all-religions solidarity alliance. 

Fr.Oscar or Swamithaththa as he 
was lovingly known, passed away on 
November 4. To commemorate the first 
month after his death, the KDP will hold 
a Thanksgiving Mass tomorrow Saturday 
December 4 at the Sri Prasansaramaya 
at Walpola in Ragama. 

Since the number of people who could 
attend is limited due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and health restrictions, the 
Mass will be live-streamed via zoom 
from 7.00 AM tomorrow.

MIRACLES 
THROUGH 

INTERCESSION 
OF FR.OSCAR 
ABAYARATNE

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa garlanding 
a portrait of Mrs. Mallika Hewavitarne
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O
ver one billion people 
across the world are 
crippled with a certain 
kind of disability 
that keeps them from 

functioning, often requiring 
healthcare services. The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) observes an 
increase in the number of people with 
disabilities particularly due to chronic 
health conditions and population 
ageing. People with disabilities have 
been disproportionately affected 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, not 
only due to lack of access to healthcare 

services but due to further sidelining 
experienced from a societal point 
of view. 

In his message in view of the 
International Day of the Persons 
with Disabilities that falls today 
(December 3), the United Nations 
Secretary General António Guterres 
called upon everybody, including 
persons with disabilities to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 
“COVID-19 has laid bare the persistent 
barriers and inequalities faced by 
the world’s one billion persons with 
disabilities who have been among 
the hardest hit by the pandemic. 
A disability-inclusive pandemic 
response and recovery should be 
guided by persons with disabilities 
themselves, forge partnerships, tackle 

injustice and discrimination, expand 
access to technology and strengthen 
institutions to create a more inclusive, 
accessible and sustainable post 
COVID-19 world.”

Furthermore, disability rights groups 
are calling on governments to include 

people with disabilities in their priority 
lists with regards to vaccinations and 
even in re-employment schemes. 
“Even though some of them are 
deaf, they have various other 
skills, but unfortunately they are 
not given due prominence,” opined 
Rasanjali Pathirage of the Disability 
Organisation Joint Front. “Many of 
them are more vulnerable to be victims 
of gender-based violence and incidents 
of sexual abuse,” she added.

WHO statistics indicate that heart 
disease, diabetes, stroke, lung cancer 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease were collectively responsible 
for nearly 100 million additional 
healthy life-years lost in 2019 
compared to 2000. Injuries are another 
major cause of disability and death. 

BY 
KAMANTHI 
WICKRAMASINGHE 

Shaping an 
inclusive 
future in a post 
COVID-19 era 

Genes may go some way towards explaining why a common 
but poorly understood gut disorder - irritable bowel syndrome 

(IBS) - is often linked to anxiety, say researchers. They hope their 
discovery will stop IBS being wrongly labelled as an emotional state or 

“all in the mind”. The team studied more than 50,000 individuals with IBS, 
comparing their DNA with that of healthy people. The results are published 

in the journal Nature Genetics. IBS is thought to affect about one in 10 people 
and can cause distressing abdominal pain, bloating and bouts of constipation, 

diarrhoea or both
Source : BBC

Anxiety link to irritable bowel 
syndrome seen in DNA – Research

In 2019, 439 cases of HIV/AIDS were 
reported, while in 2020 there was a 
reduction of cases as only 363 cases were 
reported. Dr Darshanie Mallikarachchi, 
Consultant Venereologist and National 
Programme Coordinator for IEC, 
Advocacy and Condom Promotion 
at the National STD/AIDS Control 
Programme, opined that this could be 
due to the reduced screening carried out 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. “Due 
to travel restrictions, people could not 
travel to get tested and there were also 
less people referred. We too could do less 
outreach activities. This contributed to 
reduced screening.” She also stated that 
due to the pandemic, public attention 
has shifted from diseases such as HIV/ 
AIDS. Therefore, this year’s theme for 
World AIDS day is ‘End Inequalities. 
End AIDS. End Pandemics.’ “We cannot 
forget COVID-19, but focus should 
be given to other diseases as well,” 
explained Dr Mallikarachchi.

Early detection is 
important

She also shared that increase of 
reported cases did not mean these were 
new infections, the increase in reported 
cases was due to increased screening. 
“If those tested have symptoms of acute 
HIV infection, then it can be categorized 
as a new infection. Mostly those tested 
have had the infection for a while.” said 
Dr Mallikarachchi.

She stated that when HIV infection is 
detected early, it can be controlled and 
prevented from progressing into AIDS. 
“Through anti-retroviral therapy, the viral 
load is reduced to undetectable levels. 
This will prevent the progression to 
AIDS thereby preventing immune system 
deterioration. When viral load is reduced 
to undetectable levels, the infected person 
will not be able to transmit the disease 
and can have normal life expectancy 
and lead healthy lives. They will have 
to take daily anti-retroviral therapy. Such 
women can also have a normal delivery 
safely,” she revealed. 

Currently pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP), taken before possible exposure 
to HIV, and post-exposure prophylaxis 
(PEP), taken after possible exposure 
to HIV, are available at STD clinics to 
prevent contracting HIV/ AIDS. She 
stated that PrEP and PEP are also given 
to those at high risk for contracting 
HIV /AIDS. 

Voluntarily Test 
for HIV/ AIDS

“Even when the disease has 
progressed to AIDS, there are 
treatments to control the disease. 
Currently, mortality rate for AIDS is 
lowering. Therefore, HIV has become 
a chronic manageable condition,” she 
said, adding that people should not 
be scared to test for HIV infection. 
She shared that testing could be done 
at the STD clinics available across 
the island, at hospitals or even via 

self-test kits which can be ordered 
online and delivered. “However, self-
test kits available in the country are 
less sensitive than the blood tests we 
have in the clinic. Even if one gets 
tested at the clinic, confidentiality 
of the patient is protected,” said Dr 
Mallikarachchi. 

She stated that anyone who has had 
unprotected sex should get voluntarily 
tested for HIV, even when it is done 
only with their faithful partner. “More 

than 50% of the females who test HIV 
positive have only had sexual relations 
with their one faithful partner,” she 
revealed adding that those with risky 
behaviours and those at high risk 
should get screened regularly.  

Awareness starts 
from schools

“Students should be educated 
about safe sex and STIs. This will 
increase the awareness of STIs and 
incidences will be minimized. People 
should also be aware of the treatment 
options available and not stigmatize 
those infected. 

Sri Lanka does not have the latest 
treatments such as the injection 
available in other European countries, 
but the treatment currently available 
can control the disease and can event 
prevent progression of HIV to AIDS,” 
reiterated Dr Mallikarachchi. 

WORLD AIDS DAY 2021

HIV/AIDS is now a 
manageable condition

Dr. Punnami Amarasinghe - one of 
the journalists of the Daily Mirror’s 
Health Capsule (HC) won an Award 
of Excellence in Health Journalism 

(Doctor category - English medium) 
at the recently concluded Health 
Journalism Awards for Excellence 
2019/2020 organised by the Sri Lanka 
Medical Association.

Dr. Amarasinghe’s award-winning 
article titled ‘Gift Your Child With the 
Best’ on breast-feeding practices was 
published in the Health Capsule.

As the Covid-19 threat is still 
lurking around the corner it is 
paramount to be aware of the 
health complications that may 
rise in a patient during the post 
Covid phase. Today’s Health 
Capsule would like to draw 
the attention to patients with 
osteoporosis conditions, vulnerable 
to complications during the post 
Covid period. In conversations with 
the Health Capsule, Consultant in 
Rheumatology and Rehabilitation 
of the Matara General Hospital, 
Dr. Himantha Atukorale explains 
how Osteoporosis could pose a 
challenge to patients, particularly 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

What is 
Osteoporosis?

Explaining the condition, Dr. 
Atukorale said that Osteoporosis is a 
disease that causes brittle bones. “The 
bone has a protein named collagen, 
which forms a frame on top of which 
minerals are deposited to add strength. 
When the bone mineral density 
becomes low, we call this Osteoporosis. 
This leads to easily breakable bones” 
he added.

Stating that a serious concern about 
Osteoporosis is its asymptomatic 
nature, Dr. Atukorale added that 
symptoms include small fractures 
that can happen throughout a few 
years without the awareness of 
patients. Other symptoms include 
spinal fractures that are not painful 
unless they pinch adjacent nerves. 
This pressure effect can give rise to 
severe pain. “Sometimes when multiple 
fractures happen in the spine, this can 
lead to changes in alignment. These 
alignment changes which are termed, 
kyphosis or scoliosis, can create muscle 
tension/pain. Osteoporosis can also 
cause fractures of hips and forearms 
after even a small fall” he said. 

Link between 
COVID and 
Osteoporosis

It is a fact that COVID has caused 
people to adopt sedentary behavior. 
Accordingly, the lock down periods 
and stay at home concept has an 
unhealthy effect on many diseases 
including Osteoporosis. This has 
resulted in diseases like osteoarthritis, 
diabetes, high blood pressure, 
elevated cholesterol levels and heart 
ailments being on the rise. 

“One of the key reasons for 
a greater chance of acquiring 
osteoporosis is lack of exercise. 
Exercise is clearly known to enhance 
bone mineral density. Also poor choice 
of food might play a role here. Food 
which is high in sugar and lipids 
but have low levels of vitamin D or 
calcium might increase the chances of 
osteoporosis” the doctor noted. 

Can 
Osteoporosis 
during 
the COVID 
pandemic be 
avoided?

While explaining that patients can 
stay healthy and keep their bones, joints 
and muscles fit by eating a healthy diet 
which has fewer calories and is rich in 
minerals and vitamin D, Dr. Atukorale 
further noted that home based exercises 
like aerobics and Zumba even for 20 - 30 
minutes a day will help. “Some resort to 
activities like dancing, climbing stairs, 
skipping and brisk walking outdoors at a 
safe location. Exposure of skin to sunlight 
especially between 10.00AM and 3.00PM 
can enhance the production of Vitamin D 
within the body” he added. 

Preventing 
Osteoporosis 
related 
complications

“The main complications are fractures, 
while hip and forearm fractures are 
disabling and need quick orthopedic 
cures. Fractures of the spine can cause 
spinal cord or nerve compression. 
Personally, I advise patients to avoid falls 
by using simple appliances like walking 
canes or waking frames especially if they 
struggle with walking. There are certain 
modifiable risk factors known to correct 
osteoporosis. These are quitting smoking, 
reducing alcohol intake, maintaining a 
good body weight and getting treatment 
for premature menopause” the doctor 
explained. 

Take home 
message

“Be wary of osteoporosis during 
the COVID-era, especially if you have a 
family history of fractures. Females of 
post-menopausal age group when frail 
have a higher risk of osteoporosis related 
fractures. If walking is difficult, eyesight 
is poor and if there are imbalance related 
health problems, it is always better to 
seek medical advice. Do not hesitate to 
use a walking aid as this helps in avoiding 
falls” Dr. Atukorale advised.

Day of Persons with Disabilities (Dec 3)

BY 
MUQADDASA 
WAHID

BY 
SARAH MUIZ

DR. DARSHANIE 
MALLIKARACHCHI
CONSULTANT 
VENEREOLOGIST

DR. HIMANTHA 
ATUKORALE
CONSULTANT IN 
RHEUMATOLOGY AND 
REHABILITATION OF THE 
MATARA GENERAL HOSPITAL

Managing Osteoporosis 
amidst a pandemic

When viral load is reduced 
to undetectable levels, 
the infected person will 
not be able to transmit 

the disease and can have 
normal life expectancy and 

lead healthy lives

People with 
disabilities have been 

disproportionately 
affected during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, not 
only due to lack of access 
to healthcare services but 
due to further sidelining

SLMA’s Health Journalism Awards

HC journalist wins 
Award of Excellence 
in Health Journalism
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DE SILVA’S 153 ENDS 
WEST INDIES HOPES 
IN SRI LANKA

As the pioneer in offering 
superior speed and reliable 
connectivity to Sri Lankans, 
SLT-MOBITEL, the national ICT 
solutions provider has come forth 
to power one of the most awaited 
automotive events in Sri Lanka’s 
motorsports calendar,‘SLT-
MOBITELSpeedUp Katukurunda 
2021’as the title partner. 

The event is set to take place 
on 4th and 5th of December at the 
Sri Lanka Air Force Katukurunda 
Circuit.

Organised by the Sri Lanka 
Automobile Sports (SLAS), 
together with the support of all 
ten member clubs, this is the 

first time that the governing 
body for motor racing in Sri 
Lanka is organising an event at 
Katukurunda. In addition, due 
to the prevailing Covid situation, 
the event will be live streamed via 
SLT-MOBITEL official YouTube, 
Facebook channels and will go 
live on PEO TV. 

SLT-MOBITEL has been 
a tremendous supporter of the 
racing community. As partners 
of the ‘SLT-MOBITEL SpeedUp 
Katukurunda 2021’ reflects the 
group’s commitment in nurturing 
young talents by providing 
opportunities to newer generation 
to unlock their fullest potential.

SLT-MOBITEL 
powers ‘SpeedUp 
Katukurunda 2021’

SPORTS EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP
Fulham vs Bournemouth
(Craven Cottage)

CHAMPIONSHIP
Fulham vs Bournemouth
(Craven Cottage)

Football

SPANISH LA LIGA
Granada vs Alaves
(Los Carmenes)

SPANISH LA LIGA
Granada vs Alaves
(Los Carmenes)

Cricket ICC WORLD TEST 
CHAMPIONSHIP
2nd Test - Day 5 - Sri Lanka vs 
West Indies - (Galle) 
2nd Test - Day 1
India vs New Zealand
(Mumbai)

SAUDI ARABIA GRAND PRIX
(Jeddah Street Circuit)

Formula 1 :

Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya de Silva (R) celebrates  with teammate Lasith 
Embuldeniya after scoring 153 runs during the  fourth day of the 
second Test cricket match at the Galle International Cricket Stadium

BY SUSIL PREMALAL
National Netball 

Coach Somitha de 
Alwis has requested 
for a term of 
extension from the 
Sri Lanka Netball 
Federation (SLNF) 
after her initial 
period of one year 
was hampered due 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

She was appointed 
to the post in July 
2020 by the previous SLNF regime 
while targeting the 2020 Asian 
Senior Netball Championships in 
South Korea, which was put off 
due to the pandemic.

The Sri Lanka Netball Team 
could not compete in any 
international tournament or 
conduct any training sessions 
for the past two years due to the 
pandemic and Somitha’s contract 
is set to expire on December 31, 
2021.  “Yes, it was difficult to 
conduct any training programmes 

during this period 
and I have asked the 
relevant authorities 
to extend my 
services for another 
year,” Somitha told 
the Daily Mirror 
yesterday.

“Whether my 
request for another 
term of extension as 
the national netball 
coach is accepted 
or not is up to the 
SLNF to decide,” 

she added.
Somitha is a veteran netball 

player, former Sri Lanka captain 
and a top coach having guided 
Hatton National Bank (HNB) to 
win the national title on several 
occasions.

However, SLNF Secretary 
Kumuduni Gomes revealed that 
they have not yet taken a decision 
on extending Somitha’s term or 
whether they would call for fresh 
interviews to select a qualified 
national coach.

Somitha seeks 
extension as coach 
for SL Netball Team

BY SHAMSEER JALEEL
Former International referee, Secretary of 

the Advisory Committee for the development 
of rugby appointed by the Minister of Sports, 
Chairman referee training and development 
of the Sri Lanka Referees Society and current 
World Rugby (WR) trainer Dilroy Fernando 
received a special award in recognition  his 
outstanding contribution as a referee and for 
his services towards the development of match 
officials in Asia. The presentation was made in 
Dubai during the Asia Rugby Awards night held 
recently. Dilroy was presented with a plaque and 
specially made Gold plated whistle.

Dilroy 
recognised by 
Asia Rugby

Somitha De Alwis

Under 19 Division 3 
Tier A Final

Dilroy Fernando

1ST INNINGS  253
(K.Brathwaite 72, J.Blackwood 44, K. Mayers 36; 

R. Mendis 6-70) 

West Indies

1ST INNINGS  204
(P.Nissanka 73, D. Karunaratne 42; V. Permaul 
5-53, Warrican 4-50)   
2ND INNINGS (OVERNIGHT 46-2)
(D. Karunaratne 6, P. Nissanka not out 21,    
D. Karunaratne run out (Mayers) 06   
P. Nissanka lbw b Chase 66   
O Fernando run out (Blackwood) 14   
C. Asalanka c Bonner b Permaul 19   
D. de Silva not out 153   
D. Chandimal c & b Chase 02   
R. Mendis c Roach b Brathwaite 25   
S. Lakmal lbw b Permaul 07   
A. Mathews c Blackwood b Permaul 01   
L. Embuldeniya not out 25   
EXTRAS: (1nb,1w,4b,4lb) 10   
TOTAL: (8 wickets, 119.0 overs) 328
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7, 2-39, 3-73, 4-151, 5-157, 
6-208, 7-219, 8-221   
BOWLING: Permaul 39-4-100-3, Chase 27-2-82-2, 
Warrican 29-5-76-0, Roach 7-0-18-0, Holder 9-1-
24-0, Brathwaite 5-0-11-1, Bonner 3-1-9-0

Sri Lanka 

From Left - SLAS Secretary-Shehan de Thisera, Secretary of the Meet- Jaliya 
Jayasekara, SLAS President – Ashhar Hameem, Deputy Chief Marketing Officer, 
SLT – Rohana Ellawala, Competitor relation officer-  Kalim Iqbal, Chief Media & TV 
coordinator- ErandaWakista

D
hananjaya de Silva 
ended the West Indies’ 
hopes of a maiden win 
on Sri Lankan soil with 
a brilliant six-hour spell 

at the crease in Galle to finish day 
four with an unbeaten 153 yesterday.   

The tourists went wicketless 
through the final session, with Lasith 
Embuldeniya rounding out a record 
107-run partnership.   

Sri Lanka finished on 328 for 
eight at stumps and are ahead by 
279 runs. No team has chased that 
many to win a Test match in Galle.   

De Silva’s back to the wall knock 
helped the hosts out of trouble when 
he walked in to bat at 73-3, a lead 
of just 24.   

Having first put up a 78-run stand 
with overnight batsman Pathum 
Nissanka, de Silva then went on to eke 
out a crucial partnership of 51 with  
Ramesh Mendis.   

It was de Silva’s eighth Test ton 
and the 30-year-old ticked over 150 
in style by driving Nkrumah Bonner 
for four.   

The West Indies were ruing a 
dropped catch off de Silva when 

he was on five, with wicket-keeper 
Joshua Da Silva spilling the chance. 
The batsman made the tourists pay 
with an excellent counterattack.   

To add insult to injury, Veerasammy 
Permaul dropped de Silva off his own 
bowling when he was on 116.   

The West Indies trail of the 
two-Test series 0-1. The highest 
successful run chase in Galle is 268 
by Sri Lanka in 2019 against New 
Zealand.   

The tourists introduced pace to 
unsettle the batsmen, but with a 
couple of pulled boundaries off 
Kemar Roach, de Silva ensured 
that Sri Lanka had the momentum.   

Opener Nissanka, playing just his 
sixth Test match, posted his third 
half-century in the series with a 
conservative approach. Nissanka 
made 66 before a Roston Chase 
delivery saw him dismissed on the 
last ball before lunch.   

Mendis then lost his wicket and 
Angelo Mathews struggling with a 
hamstring injury came into bat at 
the fall of the seventh wicket. He 
managed just one run.

-AFP 

BY M. SHAMIL AMIT
The junior category knockout 

stage of the 106th Colombo Tennis 
Championship which concluded 
at the SLTA tennis courts in 
Greenpath, Colombo yesterday 
saw Githmi Fernando in the Under 
12 Girls, Methwan Wijemanne 
and Dhanushka Dias in the Boys 
Under 14, Vichinthya Nilaweera and 
Wenuka Kithnula in the Boys Under 
16 winning their singles semi finals.

Gehansa Methsandi defeated Inuki 
Jayaweera in the Girls Under 14 
quarter final encounter, while in 
the two doubles that were played 
Dahamna Methsandi/Methmi 
Jayasuriya in the Girls Under 18 and 
Savini Jayasuriya/Janali Manamperi 
in the Women’s Open won their 
matches to book the birth to the 
semi finals.

The championship will be 
continued today.

Results:
Singles Semi Finals:
Under 12 Girls – Githmi Fernando 

beat Akeesha Silva 2-1 (5/3, 2/4, 
10/1).

Boys Under 14 – Methwan 

Wijemanne beat  Sadesh 
Usgodaarachchi 2-1 (4/2, 2/4, 10/5). 
Dhanushka Dias beat Kavindu 
Sawmya 2-0 (4/2, 4/1).

Under 16 Boys – Vichinthya 
Nilaweera beat Zahid Zihar 2-0 (4/2, 
4/2). Wenuka Kithnula beat Thilina 
Dissanayake 2-0 (4/2, 4/0).

Quarter Finals:
Singles:
Girls Under 14 – Gehansa 

Methsandi beat Inuki Jayaweera 
2-1 (1/4, 5/3, 14/12).

Doubles:
Girls Under 18 – Dahamna 

Methsandi/Nethmi Jayasuriya beat 
P. Chandramohan/Tuvini de Alwis 
2-0 (4/1, 4/2).

Women’s Open – Savini 
Jayasuriya/Janali Manamperi 
beat Dahamna Methsandi/Nelini 
Jayasuriya 2-0 (4/2, 4/0).

Githmi, Methwan, Dhanushka, 
Vichinthya, Wenuka qualify to finals

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) will allow 
fully vaccinated spectators, up to 50% 
of stadium capacity, to attend Lanka 
Premier League (LPL) matches when 
the tournament starts on Sunday, 
subject to a maximum of 14 days 
having lapsed since receiving the 
second dose of the vaccine.  

Similar arrangements have already 
been in place for the Test series 
between Sri Lanka and West Indies 
in Galle.  

“We have had discussions 
right along with the Ministry of 
Health to give us 50% spectators. 
There’s the new Omicron variant 
but that’s immaterial. We always 
follow the health guidelines and 
we are asking for spectators who 
are double vaccinated at least two 
weeks after, and they will follow all 
health protocols,” Prof. Arjuna de 
Silva, Chairman of SLC’s Medical 
Committee, said.  

The entirety of the first round of 
this year’s LPL – consisting 20 league 
matches – will be played at the R. 
Premadasa Stadium before moving 
to the Hambantota International 
Stadium for the playoffs.  

While SLC already have a 
blueprint to conduct the LPL in a bio-
secure bubble, which contained any 
spread of the virus during last year’s 
tournament, playing the tournament 
in two venues in this edition will 
likely test those protocols.  

The lead up to the tournament has 
not been as smooth as organisers 
would have liked, with four of the 
five franchises changing ownership, 
in effect completely revamping their 
squads and support staff – the Galle 
Gladiators the only exception -- with 
the Colombo franchise changing 
hands twice in the space of two 
weeks.  

There was also controversy over 
the termination of the defending 
champion Jaffna Stallions franchise, 
with Innovative Production Group 
(IPG), the rights holders for the LPL, 
claiming the previous owners had 
not paid the franchise fee – a claim 
disputed by the Jaffna Stallions 
ownership group, who in turn 

alleged that IPG had shown a lack of 
transparency making it impossible for 
them to operate as franchise owners.  

Similar controversy was sparked 
on Wednesday, when the previous 
owner of the Dambulla franchise 
Sachiin Joshi said he would take legal 
action against IPG and SLC after 
his ownership was also terminated, 
saying that he had not been paid his 
dues though footing the franchise 
fees and subsequent costs.  

IPG in response have said that the 
termination was done as a result of 
money laundering charges being 
brought against Joshi, and on the 
advise of the International Cricket 
Council (ICC). 

SLC to allow fully vaccinated fans 
to attend Lanka Premier League

BY M. SHAMIL AMIT
The curtains of the Under -19 Division Three 

Tier A limited over cricket tournament conducted 
by the Sri Lanka Schools Cricket Association 
with the support of Sri Lanka Cricket will come 
down with the clash for honours between Jaffna 
Central and Vidyaloka MV scheduled to be 
played on Saturday (4) at Nalanda ground in  
Campbell Place.

In the run up to the final Jaffna Central led 
by B. Inthujan came out on top in the Group F 
segment with wins against Skandavarodaya MV 
Chunnakam, Hindu College Kokuvil, Hindu 
College Jaffna and St. Patrick’s College Jaffna 
in the first round. 

In the pre-quarter final the Centraliates 
defeated Polonnaruwa, St Joseph’s Wattala 
in the quarter final and Rajasinghe Central 
Hanwella in the semi-final.

Vidyaloka MV led by Pasindu Lakshan on the 
other hand emerged the top team in the Group J 
segment with wins against Debarawewa National 
School and Wanduramba Central College in 
the first round.

They overcame Badulla Central College in 
the pre-quarter final round while the quarter-
final encounter against Ibbagamuwa Central 
ended in a no result before getting the better 
of Methodist High School Moratuwa in the 
semi-final.

The Teams:
Jaffna Central B -  Inthujan (captain), V. 

Viyaskanth, S. Abiyuth, B. Kavitharshan, G. 
Janujan, T. Kaveejan, S. Sarangan, U. Tharmikan, 
J. Vithusan, A. Kajan, R. Newton, T. Gowtham, 
M. Sansayan, N. Ajay, S. Anusanth, S. Similtan, 
D. Poulparamathayalan, T. Abilash, S.Sayanthan, 
S. Mohommed, S. Tharshan (Master in charge), 
F.R. Shelton (Coach)

Vidyaloka MV -  Pasindu Lakshan (Captain), 
Senith Praveen, Dilshan Kavinda, Dilan 
Rashinda, Dulara Nimsara, Sonal Ransara, 
Gihan Asanka, Chamith Shiran, Umesh Kavinda, 
Chamath Nirmal, Sasindu Lakshan, Hasanka 
Jayanath, Yasith Deshan, Umanga Imanjana, 
Dasun Chamod, Rashmika Prabath, Harsha 
Manohara, Hansaka Randeepa, Prageeth 
Bimsara, L.R. Manatunge (Master in charge), 
Thusitha Kariyawasam (Coach)  

Jaffna Central, 
Vidyaloka MV 
clash in final

SLC Vice President Ravin Wickramaratne (L) and Prof. Arjuna de Silva (R), the Chairman 
of the SLC Medical Committee at the press conference yesterday. Pic by Waruna 
Wanniarachchi  

106th Colombo Tennis Championship

Githmi Fernando in action



�Access holds 51% of JV while 
China Harbour Engineering 
holds the rest being technical 
partner

�Construction to be completed 
in 36 months; commercial 
operations by May 2023
Access Engineering PLC (AEL), Sri 

Lanka’s leading construction enterprise in 
JV with its technical partner China Harbour 
Engineering, a world-renowned marine 

contractor, has been awarded the contract to 
construct the East Container Terminal (ECT) 
of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA). 

The project was advertised for competitive 
bidding where a local company was required 
to be the majority shareholder of a proposed 
JV with the requirement of major marine 
construction experience being contributed by 
the respective international partners. 

In this instance, Access holds 51 percent of 
the JV and is set to gain technical knowhow 
and experience of building large-scale 
marine construction projects. 

“We will strive to complete the project 

ahead of the scheduled 36 month contract 
period,” AEL Managing Director Rohan 
Fernando said.

He further stated that this may be the 
single biggest contract awarded to a 
Sri Lankan led JV and commended on 
how SLPA has promoted and given the 
opportunity for Sri Lankan companies 
to take part in such large infrastructure 
projects. 

Upon successful completion of the ECT 
project, Access Engineering would get 
required experience to compete for similar 
projects outside Sri Lanka. 

The ECT was originally planned to be 
commercially operational in 2016 and 
would be 08 years behind schedule when 
operations are earmarked to begin in 2023. 

The SLPA has fast tracked the bidding 
process and has set aside SLPA reserve 
funds, which allow them to own and operate 
the terminal. 

ECT is the second deep-water terminal 
to be developed since the Colombo 
International Container Terminal (CICT) 
started commercial operations in 2013. 
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�Listed corporates deliver 
all-time high Rs.110bn in 
total earnings 

�Indicates successful 
acclimatisation of big 
corporates to new business 
climate

� Lower taxes, historically 
low interest rates, pent-
up demand and rupee 
depreciation among key 
contributors to higher 
earnings 

Bringing a blockbuster earnings 
season to a close, Sri Lanka’s 
listed companies have delivered 

robust earnings for the quarter ended 
in September 2021 indicating that big 
corporates have largely built resilience and 
have acclimatised with the new economic 
order characterised by intermittent 

restrictions and lockdowns. 
Citing a report  by Softlogic 

Stockbrokers, Gradient Alliance, a 
Colombo based corporate finance services 
and research firm said the listed companies 
had reported Rs.110 billion in cumulative 
earnings in the July-September period, 
marking a robust 48 percent growth from 
the comparable quarter in 2020. 

During the same period in 2020, 
Sri Lanka’s listed companies reported 
cumulative Rs.73.9 billion in earnings, 
hitting at least a two-year high, as the 
economy was recovering from months 
long lockdowns, which gave rise to a 
strong pent-up demand and exceptional 
support from historically low interest rates 
and other liquidity support that came from 
the Central Bank. 

Sri Lanka’s listed companies’ earnings 
reached an all-time high in the January-
March quarter in 2021 when the 
cumulative earnings crossed the Rs.100 
billion mark for the first time in history 
to record Rs.109 billion, logging a 189 
percent growth, Softlogic Stockbrokers 
reported in June. 

Although these earnings slowed down 
in the subsequent April-June quarter to 
Rs.76.3 billion, the September quarter 
earnings is a clear reflection that big 
corporates have largely defied the nearly 
one and a half months long soft lockdowns 
that prevailed during that quarter to come 
out stronger than ever. 

Their deep pockets relative to small and 
medium sized enterprises and their outsize 
nature, which have given them the ability 
to command a significant influence of the 
daily lives of people and the economy 
in general, have also enabled them to 
successfully navigate the restrictions.  

While the September earnings season 
has largely been a mixed bag, companies 
in the banking, insurance and finance 
sector firms with significant exposure 
into exports, telecommunication, 
pharmaceutical, FMCG and other 
consumer staples, construction and 
real estate reported higher earnings, the 
analysis of the interim reports filed with 
the Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE) 
showed. 

The higher earning hopes, particularly 

in companies with a larger exports 
component such as Expolanka Holdings 
and Hayleys PLC pushed the stock indices 
to all-time highs as they delivered robust 
top and bottom line performances, made 
possible by the strengthening global 
demand and the weakening rupee against 
the dollar.

The lower corporate income tax, the 
Value Added Tax and the removal of the 
Nation Buildings Tax also contributed to 
elevated bottom lines of the companies 
during both 2020 and 2021, while the all-
time low interest rates saved millions of 
rupees in interest expenses for companies, 
which otherwise would have eroded their 
earnings.  

Perhaps due to the record-high 
corporate earnings enjoyed for nearly two 
years, the government proposed to impose 
a 25 percent one-off surcharge tax on 
those who have earned a taxable profit of 
Rs.2.0 billion for the financial year ended 
2020/21, affecting about 62 larger 
companies. 

�Identifies substandard 
related equipment and 
bad practices as main 
reasons

�Says change in butane 
and propane composition 
was not carried out to 
make additional profits 

The  cause  fo r  i nc reas ing 
incidents of gas cylinder leakages 
and explosions reported across the 
country in the recent weeks is not 
due to the change in the composition 
of LP gas in the cylinders, but due to 
the incorrect usage, said Laugfs Gas 

PLC, the only private sector LPG 
operator in the country’s duopoly 
cooking gas market. 

The company stressed that the 
majority of incidents relating to gas 
leaks are due to incorrect LP gas 
usage and inferior equipment, and 
it is a rare occurrence that incidents 
reported are caused by leaks from 
the cylinder valve or canister.

“We can assure you that the 
recently reported incidents did not 
occur due to the composition of the 
LP Gas in the cylinders.

Companies that import LP gas to 
the country assure that all imported 
LP Gas and cylinders are aligned 
and adhered to the standards 
imposed by the Sri Lanka Standard 

Institute SLS 712-1998 for LP Gas 
and SLS 1178-2013 for LP Gas 
cylinders,” Laufgs Gas said in a 
statement to the media yesterday.

It pointed out that the reports 
shared on traditional and social 
media that the leakages are caused 
by the composition of the LP gas 
filled in cylinders is misleading.

“Most of the accidents reported 
in the recent past were mainly due 
to the customers’ incorrect LP 
gas habits and also substandard 
equipment usage,” the company 
said.

From 27 to 30 November alone, 
over 27 incidents of LP gas related 
explosions were reported across the 
country.

The initial public offering (IPO) of software 
provider hSenid opens at 9.00 a.m. today. 

Managed jointly by NDB Investment Bank and 
CT CLSA Capital, hSenid marks Sri Lanka’s first 
ever IT/BPM public equity issuance, allowing 
the public to invest in a whole new sector of 
the economy, and potentially Sri Lanka’s most 
promising sector for future growth. 

According to the Joint Managers to the issue, 
hSenid’s IPO is expected to draw active interest 
from a diverse spectrum of both local and foreign 
investors including institutions and high net-worth 
individuals (HNWIs), along with significant interest 
from retail investors. 

The company offers over 55.3 million 
ordinary voting shares to the public at a price of 
Rs.12.50 per share, with the IPO aiming to raise 
approximately Rs.700 million. 

�India, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Malaysia and the UAE to be 
added

The new start-up airline and Sri 
Lanka’s third scheduled international 
operator ‘Fly Lankan’ will be 
commencing operations with flights 
to the Maldives by end of this month.

This  was  revea led  by  F ly 
Lankan CEO Dr. Arosha Fernando 
during a special meeting held 
at the High Commission of the 
Republic of Maldives in Colombo 
in the presence of the Ambassador 
o f  M a l d i v e s  t o  S r i  L a n k a , 
Kazakhstan, Seychelles, South 
Africa & Australia, Omar Razak. 
 “As per our Business Model, we are 

in discussions with OSM Holdings 
Group, Global Park and Galactic 
Holdings to partner with us in our 
Maldivian operation,” the CEO 
Fernando said.

He also highlighted that the airline 

will be commencing operations with 
flights to a total of six international 
destinations after Maldives including 
India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Malaysia 
and the UAE. 

Blockbuster Sept. earnings 
season comes to close 

Laugfs Gas stresses change in composition 
not causing leakages and explosions hSenid IPO 

opens today

Multiple high profile 
resignations at BOI
�Entire director board 

reported to have 
stepped down with 
immediate effect

�BOI Director General 
also reported to 
have tendered 
resignation 

The entire director board of 
Sri Lanka’s apex investment 
promotions agency, Board of 
Investment, and its Director 
General are reported to have 
stepped down from their 
positions with immediate 
effect, Mirror Business learns.

T h e  B O I  b o a r d  w a s 
headed by Chairman Sanjaya 
Mohottala and the other board 
members were Dr. Sanjaya 

Ku la tunga ,  Dr.  Ha r sha 
Subasinghe and Jayamin 
Pelpola.

Fol lowing the board’s 
resignation, Director General 
Pasan Wanigasekara is also 
reported to have tendered his 
resignation. 

A vague statement issued 
by the BOI confirmed the 
resignation of “prominent 
members” of its board, but fell 
short of giving out the names.

According to highly placed 
sources ,  the  immedia te 
reason for  the  mult iple 
resignations was a decision 
taken at the highest levels of 
the government to revoke a 
Cabinet paper, which facilitated 
the appointment of 29 new 
officers to the BOI at higher 
salaries. 

New start-up airline ‘Fly Lankan’ to 
operate flights to Maldives

From left: Imran Cader – MD of Galactic Holdings, Onella Karunanayake – Director of OSM 
Holdings Group & Global Park, Dr. Arosha Fernando – CEO of Fly Lankan, Ambassador 
of Maldives to Sri Lanka Omar Razak, Chairman of Fly Lankan – S. Nathan and Udaya 
Thuduwewatte – Senior Consultant of Fly Lankan  
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The transshipment container 
volumes at the Port of Colombo 
rose for the first time in October 
ending a 3-month declining streak 
due to disruptions in global vessel 
movement, the Sri Lanka Ports 
Authority (SLPA) data showed. 

In October, the transshipment 
volumes handled by the Port rose 
3.2 percent Year-on-Year (YoY) 
to 499,886 TEUs, after recording 
declines of 10.5 percent YoY in 
September,7.9 percent YoY in 
August and 4.1 percent YoY in 
July.

However,  the  conta iner 
handling at China Merchant Port 
(CMPort) Holdings-managed 
Colombo International Container 
Terminal (CICT) declined by 4.7 

percent YoY to around 262,000 
TEUs in October, though the 
volumes grew by 4.9 percent 
YoY to 2.54 million TEUs in the 
ten month period according to the 
company.

Accord ing  to  ava i l ab le 
data, the container volumes 
handled by South Asia Gateway 
Terminal (SAGT) declined 
by 18 percent YoY to 433,535 
TEUs in the September quarter 
(from July-September) while 
container volumes handled by 
SLPA-managed Jaya Container 
Terminal (JCT)  and East 
Container Terminal (ECT) 
declined by 10 percent YoY to 
554,946 TEUs. 

The Ministry of Tourism and the 
Sri Lanka Tourism Development 
Authority (SLTDA) were called 
out by the Committee on Public 
Enterprises (COPE) for failing to 
develop the islands in Kalpitiya 
despite having received Cabinet 
approval, a delay that is taxing the 
hard-hit tourism sector in terms 
of development, investment, and 
revenue generation.

A total of 12 islands that are under 
SLTDA remain untouched for nearly 
a decade, and despite an investor 
having applied to develop five of the 
islands (2,055 acres) in 2011. 

The delay is attributed to the 

relevant authorities failing to 
identify the institution to obtain 
approval for the water bungalows 
project.

COPE Cha i rman  Char i tha 
Herath asserted prolonged delays 
for obtaining approvals, even for 
investors who have a positive 
track record, are an obstacle to the 
development of the tourism industry 
and the national economy.

To ensure the islands are utilised 
to their full potential, the COPE 
directed the Tourism Ministry and 
the SLTDA to implement a “special 
project” within a “strong” legal 
framework.

�Sri Lankan ambassadors 
requested to submit 
promotional plan within a month

�Officer for Tourism Promotion 
to be appointed at all embassies

The Tourism Ministry together with the 
External Affairs Ministry is gearing up to 
launch a fresh initiative to promote destination 
Sri Lanka to global travellers for which Sri 
Lankan embassies across the world have been 
called upon to put forward an action plan 
within a month.

Colombo Port transshipment 
volumes up in Oct. ending 
3-month declining streak

SLTDA and Tourism Ministry called 
out by COPE for failing to develop 
islands in Kalpitiya

Fresh joint effort to 
promote Sri Lanka
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Fund Name Unit Selling Price .Unit Buying Price
Astrue Active Income Fund 105.7532 ........................105.7532
Astrue Alpha Fund 23.9137 .......................... 22.4433
Assetline Income Fund 17.5433 .......................... 17.5433
Assetline Income Plus Growth Fund 17.9112 .......................... 17.4344
Senfin Dividend Fund 11.0002 .......................... 10.8016
Senfin Dyanmic Income Fund 10.6240 .......................... 10.6240
Senfin Growth Fund 9.7500 ............................ 9.4100
Senfin Money Market Fund 15.8627 .......................... 15.8627
Senfin Shariah Balanced Fund 13.5500 .......................... 13.1600
Senfin Shariah Income Fund 12.7594 .......................... 12.7594
CAL Corporate Debt & Gilt Trading Fund 21.7870 .......................... 21.7870
CAL Gilt Fund 8.7819 ............................ 8.7819
CAL Gilt Money Market Fund 4.3823 ............................ 4.3823
CAL Gilt Trading Fund 50.6268 .......................... 50.6268
CAL High Yield Fund 25.9312 .......................... 25.9312
CAL Income Fund 21.9316 .......................... 21.9316
CAL Investment Grade Fund 21.0441 .......................... 21.0441
CAL Medium Risk Debt Fund 15.8154 .......................... 15.8154
CAL Quant Equity Fund 24.4204 .......................... 24.8944
Ceybank Century Growth 88.1600 .......................... 84.3000
Ceybank Gilt Edge Fund (A Series) 13.5847 .......................... 13.5847
Ceybank Gilt Edged Fund (B Series) 13.3473 .......................... 13.3473
Ceybank High Yield Fund 14.6308 .......................... 14.6308
Ceybank Unit Trust 29.6600 .......................... 27.8200
Comtrust ADL Mudarabah Fund 11.3213 .......................... 11.3213
Comtrust Equity Fund 24.4065 .......................... 23.4170
Comtrust Gilt Edged Fund 10.8262 .......................... 10.8262
Comtrust Money Market Fund 12.4628 .......................... 12.4628
First Capital Equity Fund (FCEF) 1,528.8200 .....................1,452.3800
First Capital Fixed income Fund 1,947.4400 .....................1,947.3900
First Capital Gilt Edged Fund 1,545.9200 .....................1,545.9200
First Capital Money Market Fund 2,027.2100 .....................2,027.2100
First Capital Wealth Fund 1,054.4800 .....................1,054.4500
JB Vantage Money Market Fund 29.2268 .......................... 29.2268
JB Vantage Short Term Gilt Fund 15.5011 .......................... 15.5011
JB Vantage Value Equity Fund 24.8365 .......................... 23.3550
NDB Wealth Gilt Edged Fund 19.3734 .......................... 19.3734
NDB Wealth Growth & Income Fund 48.8800 .......................... 47.4600
NDB Wealth Growth Fund 11.2900 .......................... 10.8600
NDB Wealth Income Fund 16.8769 .......................... 16.8769
NDB Wealth Income Plus Fund 17.9741 .......................... 17.9741
NDB Wealth Islamic Money Plus Fund 17.0057 .......................... 17.0057
NDB Wealth Money Fund 21.5592 .......................... 21.5592
NDB Wealth Money Plus Fund 24.6684 .......................... 24.6684
Premier Growth Fund 6.9600 ............................ 6.6200
Premier Money Market Fund 19.7466 .......................... 19.7466
Unit holders can contact relevant Fund Managers to obtain Unit Prices for 
redemptions within short duration from the date of investment where exit 
fee is applicable.
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CSE Price List

(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted by commercial 
banks in Colombo for
Telegraphic Transfers (TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as follows.

CURRENCY  BUYING RATE  .................... SELLING RATE
Australian Dollar  139.5482  ........................... 145.7634 
Canadian Dollar  153.7496  ........................... 159.8808 
Chinese Yuan (Renminbi)  30.8885  ............................. 32.1705 
Euro  224.5024  ........................... 233.0767 
Japanese Yen  1.7452  ............................... 1.8145 
Singapore Dollar  144.9943  ........................... 149.8642 
Sterling Pound  262.6092  ........................... 271.2564 
Swiss Franc  214.4308  ........................... 222.4006 
US Dollar  198.5008  ........................... 202.9992 
(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies based on previous 
day’s market weighted average rate for the US$ are as follows.

COUNTRY  CURRENCY  ..............INDICATIVE RATE
Bahrain  Bahrain Dinar  ........................... 535.5824 
Kuwait  Kuwait Dinar  ........................... 667.7688 
Oman  Oman Rial  ........................... 524.4953 
Qatar  Qatar Riyal  ............................. 55.0745 
Saudi Arabia  Saudi Arabian Riyal  ............................. 53.8259 
UAE  UAE Dirham  ............................. 54.9763 
 (3) The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) and the Lowest 
Prime Rate (LPR) during the week ended 26-Nov-2021, by all commercial 
banks was 8.17 percent and 5.50 percent respectively. 
(4) The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of commercial banks for 
the month of October -2021 was 4.79 percent. 

PRICE INDICES TODAY ............. PREVIOUS DAY
CSE ALL SHARE INDEX  11,252.30 .....................11,409.88
S&P SL 20 INDEX      3,912.88 ....................... 3,905.65
TRI ON ALL SHARES  15,113.962 ...................15,325.487
TRI ON S&P SL SHARES    6,690.22   ..................... 6,677.85
EQUITIES :
VALUE OF TURNOVER(Rs.)  6,479,501,247  ...........11,075,225,300
DOMESTIC PURCHASE      6,304,341,179 ............10,976,843,938
DOMESTIC SALES              6,454,564,310   ..........10,921,287,201
FOREIGN PURCHASE       175,160,068      ............... 98,381,362
FOREIGN  SALES              24,936,937  ................153,938,099
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.)   252,378,050  ................402,005,629
DOMESTIC        250,420,299   ...............396,098,555
FOREIGN            1,957,751 ..................... 4,266,061
TRADES (NO.)           49,483    ....................... 68,707
DOMESTIC          49,071        .................... 68,148
FOREIGN             412        ......................... 559
LISTED COMPANIES (NO.)     290      ........................... 290
TRADED COMPANIES (NO.)      255   ............................. 253
MARKET PRICE EARNINGS RATIO(PER) 13.4981   ......................13.6594
MARKET PRICE TO BOOK VALUE (PBV) 1.5728    .......................1.5958
MARKET DIVIDEND YIELD (DY)   2.4   .............................. 2.4
MARKET CAPITALIZATION (Rs.)   5,021,726,069,535 ......5,092,049,337,772

 1 MONTH 3 MONTH 6 MONTH 12 MONTH 
US DOLLARS 0.094  0.17325  0.24325  0.38238 
STERLING 0.061  0.09388  0.26025  0.6195 
EUR -0.59686  -0.59871  -0.55557  -0.505 
SWISS FRANCS -0.8082  -0.7836  -0.732  -0.5862 

02.12.2021

02.12.2021

Market Indicators

Ex change Rates

Interbank -Interest Rates -Mid Rates

01. 12.2021Unit Trust Pri ces as on

A.SPEN.HOT.HOLD. ............................ 42,270 ........36.10  ..... 36.00 .....37.10  .....36.00  ..... 37.00  ........0.90 
ABANS ..................................................... 431 ......156.00  ...157.00 .. 157.00  ...151.00  ... 153.25  ..... (2.75)
ACCESS ENG SL .............................1,872,446 ........30.50  ..... 31.60 .....31.60  .....29.80  ..... 30.20  ..... (0.30)
ACL ...................................................545,064 ........91.10  ..... 90.00 .....92.00  .....89.70  ..... 90.30  ..... (0.80)
ACL PLASTICS ...................................... 6,750 ......589.75  ...585.00 .. 604.00  ...585.00  ... 599.75  ......10.00 
ACME .................................................. 29,800 ........13.00  ..... 12.90 .....13.00  .....12.40  ..... 12.60  ..... (0.40)
AGALAWATTE ..................................499,888 ........46.10  ..... 46.20 .....48.20  .....45.50  ..... 46.50  ........0.40 
AHOT PROPERTIES ............................ 11,678 ........43.50  ..... 43.50 .....43.90  .....43.50  ..... 43.50  ..............-
AITKEN SPENCE ................................... 3,707 ........79.80  ..... 79.80 .....80.60  .....79.70  ..... 80.50  ........0.70 
ALLIANCE ........................................... 72,049 ........81.90  ..... 78.60 .....83.00  .....78.50  ..... 81.10  ..... (0.80)
AMANA BANK ..................................727,600 ..........4.60  ....... 4.50 .......4.70  .......4.50  ....... 4.50  ..... (0.10)
ASIA ASSET ...................................1,120,284 ..........8.00  ....... 8.10 .......9.40  .......8.10  ....... 8.60  ........0.60 
ASIA ASSET [AAF-P-0000] .................. 5,122 ..........9.30  ....... 9.80 .....10.00  .......9.80  ..... 10.00  ........0.70 
ASIA CAPITAL .................................... 16,742 ..........7.00  ....... 7.10 .......7.30  .......7.10  ....... 7.30  ........0.30 
ASIRI ................................................268,036 ........33.40  ..... 32.20 .....35.50  .....31.70  ..... 32.10  ..... (1.30)
ASIRI SURG ......................................267,479 ........17.30  ..... 17.40 .....18.80  .....16.50  ..... 16.50  ..... (0.80)
AUTODROME................................................5 ......103.50  ...103.00 .. 103.00  ...103.00  ... 103.50  ..............-
BAIRAHA FARMS .............................107,562 ......223.00  ...220.00 .. 230.00  ...215.50  ... 221.00  ..... (2.00)
BALANGODA ...................................... 25,426 ........21.10  ..... 21.10 .....21.20  .....21.00  ..... 21.10  ..............-
BUKIT DARAH ......................................... 313 ......385.00  ...395.00 .. 395.00  ...380.75  ... 381.00  ..... (4.00)
C M HOLDINGS................................... 89,860 ......110.00  ...113.00 .. 117.00  ...100.00  ... 101.00  ..... (9.00)
C T HOLDINGS ..................................... 1,324 ......170.00  ...170.00 .. 170.00  ...170.00  ... 170.00  ..............-
CARGILLS ............................................. 3,943 ......211.00  ...213.00 .. 213.00  ...210.00  ... 210.00  ..... (1.00)
CARGO BOAT........................................ 2,555 ........68.30  ..... 66.00 .....67.60  .....66.00  ..... 66.00  ..... (2.30)
CARSONS ................................................. 777 ......295.25  ...294.00 .. 299.75  ...275.25  ... 289.25  ..... (6.00)
CDB ...............................................................2 ......164.75  ...164.25 .. 164.25  ...164.25  ... 164.75  ..............-
CDB [CDB.X0000] .............................140,261 ........89.80  ..... 89.00 .. 100.00  .....89.00  ..... 96.00  ........6.20 
CENTRAL FINANCE ............................ 76,354 ........83.40  ..... 85.00 .....90.00  .....84.00  ..... 88.10  ........4.70 
CENTRAL IND. .................................... 67,237 ......193.50  ...190.50 .. 193.00  ...186.50  ... 188.00  ..... (5.50)
CEYLINCO INS. [CINS.X0000] ............. 4,574 ......999.50  ...999.75  1000.00  ...999.75  .1000.00  ........0.50 
CEYLON GUARDIAN ............................. 8,424 ........94.70  ..... 94.70 .....94.70  .....93.50  ..... 93.50  ..... (1.20)
CEYLON INV. ...................................... 64,575 ........52.40  ..... 52.50 .....52.50  .....51.00  ..... 51.50  ..... (0.90)
CEYLON TOBACCO ............................... 1,617 ......893.75  ...895.00 .. 895.00  ...880.25  ... 893.50  ..... (0.25)
CHEMANEX ........................................... 5,300 ........76.00  ..... 77.00 .....77.00  .....74.00  ..... 74.30  ..... (1.70)
CHEVRON .........................................271,185 ......107.00  ...108.00 .. 108.00  ...105.25  ... 106.00  ..... (1.00)
CIC ....................................................209,141 ........55.60  ..... 54.00 .....55.40  .....53.70  ..... 54.90  ..... (0.70)
CIC [CIC.X0000] ...............................413,443 ........45.90  ..... 45.90 .....45.90  .....44.00  ..... 44.50  ..... (1.40)
CITRUS LEISURE ..............................135,202 ..........8.30  ....... 8.20 .......8.60  .......8.20  ....... 8.50  ........0.20 
COLD STORES ....................................... 1,967 ......530.00  ...529.75 .. 532.00  ...525.00  ... 525.00  ..... (5.00)
COLOMBO CITY ......................................... 54 ......896.50  ...892.00 .. 900.00  ...892.00  ... 896.50  ..............-
COLOMBO LAND .................................. 1,236 ........32.90  ..... 32.20 .....34.00  .....32.10  ..... 32.90  ..............-
COMMERCIAL BANK ........................111,906 ........80.80  ..... 82.90 .....82.90  .....80.50  ..... 80.70  ..... (0.10)
COMMERCIAL BANK [COMB.X0000] . 12,768 ........73.20  ..... 73.70 .....73.90  .....73.40  ..... 73.50  ........0.30 
CONVENIENCE FOOD .............................. 915 ....1101.25  .1145.00  1150.00  .1145.00  .1150.00  ......48.75 
DANKOTUWA PORCEL .....................232,574 ........14.10  ..... 14.50 .....14.60  .....14.00  ..... 14.40  ........0.30 
DFCC BANK PLC .................................. 95,393 ........60.00  ..... 60.50 .....61.00  .....59.50  ..... 60.70  ........0.70 
DIALOG ............................................363,296 ........11.00  ..... 11.00 .....11.20  .....11.00  ..... 11.10  ........0.10 
DIMO .................................................... 6,199 ......618.00  ...618.00 .. 618.00  ...530.00  ... 541.75  ... (76.25)
DIPPED PRODUCTS ..........................747,476 ........51.70  ..... 52.30 .....52.50  .....51.00  ..... 51.10  ..... (0.60)
DOCKYARD ........................................... 2,882 ........75.20  ..... 72.30 .....73.20  .....72.20  ..... 73.00  ..... (2.20)
DOLPHIN HOTELS ................................ 3,209 ........32.20  ..... 32.30 .....34.40  .....32.20  ..... 32.20  ..............-
DURDANS ................................................ 533 ......136.00  ...139.00 .. 140.00  ...139.00  ... 139.75  ........3.75 
DURDANS [CHL.X0000] ....................... 1,632 ......116.00  ...117.00 .. 121.75  ...117.00  ... 120.00  ........4.00 
E B CREASY ......................................... 21,453 ........24.30  ..... 24.20 .....24.80  .....24.00  ..... 24.20  ..... (0.10)
EAST WEST ......................................... 48,612 ..........9.60  ....... 9.70 .......9.70  .......9.50  ....... 9.60  ..............-
EASTERN MERCHANT ........................ 23,583 ..........7.70  ....... 7.40 .......7.80  .......7.30  ....... 7.60  ..... (0.10)
EX-PACK ........................................3,236,111 ........23.10  ..... 23.00 .....23.30  .....22.00  ..... 22.60  ..... (0.50)
EXPOLANKA ..................................2,924,573 ......284.50  ...282.00 .. 289.00  ...272.00  ... 283.50  ..... (1.00)
FORT LAND.......................................120,270 ........22.10  ..... 21.50 .....22.50  .....21.20  ..... 21.70  ..... (0.40)
GRAIN ELEVATORS ............................ 29,692 ......121.00  ...121.75 .. 121.75  ...119.00  ... 119.00  ..... (2.00)
HAYCARB ........................................... 52,537 ........73.30  ..... 74.90 .....74.90  .....72.40  ..... 73.20  ..... (0.10)
HAYLEYS ...........................................669,667 ......108.00  ...107.00 .. 110.00  ...106.25  ... 106.75  ..... (1.25)
HAYLEYS FABRIC..............................993,584 ........38.80  ..... 37.50 .....39.90  .....37.50  ..... 38.50  ..... (0.30)
HAYLEYS FIBRE .................................. 10,561 ........68.10  ..... 68.10 .....69.00  .....68.10  ..... 68.40  ........0.30 
HAYLEYS LEISURE .............................. 43,354 ........20.90  ..... 20.70 .....21.50  .....20.00  ..... 20.20  ..... (0.70)
HDFC ................................................... 16,452 ........32.00  ..... 32.00 .....32.00  .....31.00  ..... 32.00  ..............-
HEMAS HOLDINGS ...........................124,211 ........68.20  ..... 70.00 .....72.40  .....68.50  ..... 70.60  ........2.40 
HNB ...............................................1,027,381 ......148.00  ...148.00 .. 151.00  ...148.00  ... 150.00  ........2.00 
HNB ASSURANCE ............................... 89,663 ........42.90  ..... 43.20 .....44.50  .....42.50  ..... 44.10  ........1.20 
HNB [HNB.X0000] ............................. 75,810 ......131.75  ...131.75 .. 132.25  ...130.75  ... 131.00  ..... (0.75)
HORANA ............................................... 5,838 ........28.40  ..... 28.00 .....29.90  .....27.60  ..... 27.70  ..... (0.70)
HOTEL SIGIRIYA ..................................... 100 ........80.00  ..... 80.00 .....80.00  .....79.00  ..... 79.00  ..... (1.00)
HOTELS CORP. .................................... 44,820 ........15.50  ..... 16.50 .....16.50  .....15.00  ..... 15.40  ..... (0.10)
HUNTERS .................................................. 50 ......633.00  ...649.50 .. 649.50  ...632.00  ... 633.00  ..............-
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. ......................4,054,099 ..........0.40  ....... 0.40 .......0.50  .......0.30  ....... 0.40  ..............-
JAT HOLDINGS ................................210,487 ........21.40  ..... 21.00 .....21.40  .....20.90  ..... 21.00  ..... (0.40)
JKH ...................................................134,721 ......145.25  ...145.50 .. 147.00  ...145.00  ... 145.75  ........0.50 
KANDY HOTELS .................................... 3,936 ..........7.80  ....... 7.80 .......8.00  .......7.70  ....... 7.80  ..............-
KEGALLE ............................................. 15,242 ......134.50  ...135.25 .. 135.25  ...128.75  ... 130.75  ..... (3.75)
KELANI CABLES ................................. 16,416 ......393.00  ...393.00 .. 393.00  ...384.25  ... 390.50  ..... (2.50)
KELANI TYRES .................................... 30,954 ........84.00  ..... 85.00 .....85.00  .....82.80  ..... 83.00  ..... (1.00)
KELANI VALLEY ...............................404,996 ........74.90  ..... 72.00 .....74.90  .....70.00  ..... 70.70  ..... (4.20)
KINGSBURY .....................................422,683 ..........8.80  ....... 8.80 .......9.10  .......8.50  ....... 8.50  ..... (0.30)
KOTAGALA ....................................1,064,751 ..........8.00  ....... 8.10 .......8.20  .......7.90  ....... 8.00  ..............-
L O L C HOLDINGS ............................153,362 ......985.50  ...980.00 .. 994.75  ...960.00  ... 980.25  ..... (5.25)
LANKA ALUMINIUM ........................528,290 ........26.50  ..... 26.30 .....27.40  .....25.50  ..... 25.90  ..... (0.60)
LANKA ASHOK ........................................ 116 ......685.25  ...709.75 .. 709.75  ...709.00  ... 709.00  ......23.75 
LANKA HOSPITALS ..........................735,820 ........52.40  ..... 53.50 .....65.00  .....52.80  ..... 58.70  ........6.30 
LANKA IOC .......................................402,851 ........27.10  ..... 27.50 .....27.90  .....27.00  ..... 27.40  ........0.30 
LANKA TILES....................................123,201 ......104.75  ...104.75 .. 105.00  ...102.00  ... 104.25  ..... (0.50)
LANKA WALLTILE ............................253,065 ......116.50  ...116.50 .. 118.00  ...114.75  ... 116.50  ..............-
LANKEM DEV. ...................................181,892 ..........5.80  ....... 5.80 .......6.00  .......5.70  ....... 5.80  ..............-
LAUGFS GAS ....................................... 28,751 ........20.90  ..... 21.30 .....21.50  .....20.50  ..... 21.30  ........0.40 
LAUGFS GAS [LGL.X0000] ................. 19,619 ........15.00  ..... 14.90 .....15.00  .....14.60  ..... 14.90  ..... (0.10)
LAXAPANA ......................................... 24,297 ........14.30  ..... 14.20 .....14.60  .....14.20  ..... 14.50  ........0.20 
LB FINANCE .....................................446,645 ........64.00  ..... 64.50 .....66.00  .....64.00  ..... 64.10  ........0.10 
LEE HEDGES............................................. 329 ........74.00  ..... 75.00 .....78.70  .....75.00  ..... 75.20  ........1.20 
LION BREWERY .................................. 87,997 ......545.00  ...559.00 .. 559.00  ...545.00  ... 545.00  ..............-
LMF ...................................................343,365 ......244.00  ...245.00 .. 254.00  ...230.25  ... 235.75  ..... (8.25)
LVL ENERGY ..................................1,506,965 ........10.50  ..... 10.50 .....10.80  .....10.40  ..... 10.50  ..............-
MALWATTE ......................................110,874 ........24.40  ..... 24.00 .....25.40  .....23.50  ..... 23.50  ..... (0.90)
MALWATTE [MAL.X0000] .................... 8,130 ........15.70  ..... 15.70 .....16.00  .....15.50  ..... 15.90  ........0.20 
MELSTACORP ...................................542,048 ........56.00  ..... 57.00 .....57.40  .....56.00  ..... 56.70  ........0.70 
MERC. SHIPPING .................................... 126 ........98.10  ..... 98.00 .....99.00  .....94.00  ..... 98.40  ........0.30 
MERCHANT BANK .........................1,476,934 ..........6.00  ....... 5.80 .......6.60  .......5.80  ....... 6.20  ........0.20 
MULLERS ..........................................308,127 ..........1.30  ....... 1.40 .......1.40  .......1.30  ....... 1.30  ..............-
NAMUNUKULA .................................... 3,910 ......340.00  ...330.25 .. 349.00  ...330.00  ... 333.75  ..... (6.25)
NAT. DEV. BANK ...............................485,787 ........71.10  ..... 71.10 .....72.00  .....70.70  ..... 70.80  ..... (0.30)
NATIONS TRUST ................................ 23,132 ........55.90  ..... 57.90 .....57.90  .....55.30  ..... 55.60  ..... (0.30)
NATIONS TRUST [NTB-X-0000] ............... 25 ........66.30  ..... 67.00 .....67.00  .....67.00  ..... 66.30  ..............-
NAWALOKA ...................................5,640,031 ..........9.30  ....... 9.50 .....10.70  .......9.40  ..... 10.20  ........0.90 
NESTLE ................................................. 2,189 ....1240.50  .1249.75  1249.75  .1240.00  .1244.75  ........4.25 
OVERSEAS REALTY ............................. 16,751 ........18.00  ..... 18.20 .....18.30  .....18.00  ..... 18.00  ..............-
PAN ASIA .........................................331,325 ........15.90  ..... 15.90 .....16.50  .....15.80  ..... 16.20  ........0.30 
PANASIAN POWER ..........................429,256 ..........5.80  ....... 6.00 .......6.00  .......5.60  ....... 5.70  ..... (0.10)
PEOPLE’S INS ..................................... 77,329 ........31.20  ..... 32.50 .....33.00  .....31.50  ..... 32.70  ........1.50 
PEOPLES LEASING ...........................239,308 ........10.80  ..... 10.80 .....10.80  .....10.70  ..... 10.70  ..... (0.10)
PGP GLASS .......................................350,539 ........16.50  ..... 16.70 .....16.70  .....16.20  ..... 16.50  ..............-
PRINTCARE PLC ................................... 4,895 ........43.00  ..... 43.50 .....43.50  .....42.50  ..... 42.50  ..... (0.50)
R I L PROPERTY .............................1,933,706 ........14.00  ..... 14.00 .....14.20  .....13.70  ..... 13.90  ..... (0.10)
RENUKA AGRI ...............................1,273,740 ..........4.50  ....... 4.40 .......4.50  .......4.30  ........4.40  ..... (0.10)
RENUKA CITY HOT. ................................. 729 ......293.00  ...293.00 .. 293.00  ...281.00  ... 281.50  ... (11.50)
RENUKA FOODS ................................. 10,586 ........17.10  ..... 16.60 .....17.00  .....16.10  ..... 16.70  ..... (0.40)
RENUKA FOODS [COCO.X0000] ........... 2,515 ........12.60  ..... 12.60 .....12.60  .....12.50  ..... 12.60  ..............-
RENUKA HOLDINGS ............................ 9,853 ........17.50  ..... 17.10 .....17.90  .....17.10  ..... 17.50  ..............-
RENUKA HOLDINGS [RHL.X0000] ..... 16,111 ........12.40  ..... 12.90 .....12.90  .....12.00  ..... 12.30  ..... (0.10)
RESUS ENERGY .................................281,142 ........43.70  ..... 43.50 .....45.00  .....36.60  ..... 40.70  ..... (3.00)
RICHARD PIERIS ..............................231,567 ........18.70  ..... 18.40 .....18.80  .....18.40  ..... 18.70  ..............-
ROYAL CERAMIC ...........................2,093,850 ........64.90  ..... 65.00 .....66.50  .....63.50  ..... 64.60  ..... (0.30)
S M B LEASING ..............................6,925,807 ..........0.80  ....... 0.80 .......0.90  .......0.80  ....... 0.80  ..............-
S M B LEASING [SEMB.X0000] .....8,238,470 ..........0.30  ....... 0.30 .......0.40  .......0.30  ....... 0.30  ..............-
SAMPATH .........................................835,499 ........53.60  ..... 53.50 .....54.10  .....53.50  ..... 53.70  ........0.10 
SAMSON INTERNAT. ................................. 15 ......176.50  ...188.75 .. 188.75  ...188.50  ... 176.50  ..............-
SANASA DEV. BANK ........................... 55,863 ........48.50  ..... 48.40 .....49.00  .....48.30  ..... 48.50  ..............-
SEYLAN BANK .................................... 12,282 ........45.00  ..... 45.50 .....45.50  .....45.00  ..... 45.00  ..............-
SEYLAN BANK [SEYB.X0000] ............. 26,815 ........33.90  ..... 34.50 .....34.50  .....33.80  ..... 34.00  ........0.10 
SEYLAN DEVTS ................................... 47,026 ........17.20  ..... 17.40 .....17.70  .....17.00  ..... 17.40  ........0.20 
SIERRA CABL .................................1,886,449 ........14.00  ..... 14.00 .....14.10  .....13.60  ..... 14.00  ..............-
SIGIRIYA VILLAGE............................. 50,437 ........40.40  ..... 41.50 .....41.50  .....39.00  ..... 40.10  ..... (0.30)
SINGER FINANCE .............................592,368 ........15.50  ..... 15.90 .....17.40  .....15.60  ..... 16.90  ........1.40 
SUNSHINE HOLDING ....................1,161,409 ........36.70  ..... 37.40 .....37.40  .....36.50  ..... 36.60  ..... (0.10)
SWISSTEK .....................................1,360,863 ........40.10  ..... 40.80 .....42.60  .....39.50  ..... 41.30  ........1.20 

TALAWAKELLE ................................... 25,146 ........48.60  ..... 47.70 .....47.70  .....47.00  ..... 47.00  ..... (1.60)
TANGERINE ........................................ 13,591 ........61.10  ..... 60.00 .....60.00  .....58.20  ..... 59.00  ..... (2.10)
TEA SMALLHOLDER .................................. 98 ........38.10  ..... 37.50 .....37.50  .....37.50  ..... 38.10  ..............-
TEEJAY LANKA ................................... 37,065 ........42.10  ..... 42.90 .....42.90  .....42.10  ..... 42.40  ........0.30 
THREE ACRE FARMS ............................. 3,134 ......224.75  ...229.75 .. 234.50  ...221.00  ... 222.75  ..... (2.00)
TOKYO CEMENT ...............................211,258 ........51.00  ..... 50.60 .....51.20  .....50.00  ..... 51.00  ..............-
TOKYO CEMENT [TKYO.X0000] .......381,039 ........44.90  ..... 44.60 .....45.30  .....43.90  ..... 44.00  ..... (0.90)
UNION BANK ................................1,863,602 ........11.50  ..... 11.60 .....12.00  .....11.50  ..... 11.70  ........0.20 
UNION CHEMICALS .................................. 51 ......912.50  ...811.00 .. 811.00  ...811.00  ... 912.50  ..............-
UNISYST ...........................................319,427 ........13.70  ..... 13.50 .....15.00  .....13.50  ..... 14.40  ........0.70 
UNITED MOTORS ................................. 1,615 ........80.00  ..... 80.00 .....80.00  .....79.90  ..... 79.90  ..... (0.10)
VALLIBEL .........................................179,253 ..........8.70  ....... 8.60 .......8.80  .......8.60  ....... 8.70  ..............-
VALLIBEL FINANCE..........................435,582 ........39.00  ..... 37.50 .....41.80  .....37.50  ..... 40.20  ........1.20 
VIDULLANKA ...................................529,066 ..........6.80  ....... 6.80 .......6.90  .......6.70  ....... 6.80  ..............-
VIDULLANKA [VLL-X-0000] ................ 7,500 ..........5.40  ....... 5.40 .......5.40  .......5.40  ....... 5.40  ..............-
WATAWALA .....................................196,790 ......110.75  ...110.00 .. 110.00  ...105.75  ... 107.50  ..... (3.25)
WINDFORCE .....................................199,469 ........18.50  ..... 18.50 .....18.60  .....18.40  ..... 18.50  ..............-
SECOND BOARD .............................................................................................................................................
ABANS FINANCIAL ..........................118,198 ........25.90  ..... 25.90 .....29.90  .....24.60  ..... 27.80  ........1.90 
AMBEON CAPITAL ...........................169,971 ........19.20  ..... 19.10 .....19.80  .....18.80  ..... 18.90  ..... (0.30)
BROWNS BEACH .................................. 6,795 ........10.90  ..... 10.80 .....10.80  .....10.60  ..... 10.70  ..... (0.20)
COMM LEASE & FIN .....................14,593,178 ........61.90  ..... 60.00 .....63.10  .....49.80  ..... 50.90  ... (11.00)
DIALOG FINANCE ..................................... 32 ........78.10  ..... 78.10 .....78.10  .....75.20  ..... 78.10  ..............-
DISTILLERIES..................................... 80,713 ........16.90  ..... 16.80 .....16.90  .....16.70  ..... 16.80  ..... (0.10)
EDEN HOTEL LANKA ........................396,755 ........30.90  ..... 27.50 .....31.50  .....27.50  ..... 29.30  ..... (1.60)
FIRST CAPITAL .................................. 70,452 ........40.80  ..... 41.30 .....41.30  .....40.50  ..... 41.10  ........0.30 
GOOD HOPE .............................................. 46 ....1005.00  .1050.00  1159.75  .1050.00  .1005.00  ..............-
JANASHAKTHI INS. ........................... 83,077 ........24.90  ..... 25.00 .....25.80  .....24.70  ..... 25.00  ........0.10 
KOTMALE HOLDINGS ............................... 11 ......408.00  ...404.75 .. 405.00  ...404.75  ... 408.00  ..............-
LANKA REALTY .............................1,347,260 ........27.80  ..... 28.00 .....28.50  .....27.00  ..... 27.60  ..... (0.20)
LOLC DEV FINANCE .............................. 3,326 ......462.50  ...447.00 .. 462.75  ...436.00  ... 439.75  ... (22.75)
LOLC FINANCE ............................11,010,998 ........26.50  ..... 25.50 .....27.10  .....25.00  ..... 25.70  ..... (0.80)
MADULSIMA ........................................... 408 ..........9.30  ....... 9.10 .......9.90  .......9.10  ....... 9.50  ........0.20 
ODEL PLC ............................................ 22,444 ........20.80  ..... 21.00 .....21.00  .....19.20  ..... 19.70  ..... (1.10)
ORIENT FINANCE ............................... 81,068 ........15.90  ..... 16.00 .....17.00  .....16.00  ..... 16.10  ........0.20 
PDL ..................................................... 29,646 ......142.25  ...141.00 .. 149.50  ...141.00  ... 143.75  ........1.50 
SELINSING .............................................. 183 ......723.25  ...676.00 .. 720.00  ...676.00  ... 717.75  ..... (5.50)
SINGER SRI LANKA ..........................183,286 ........15.90  ..... 16.20 .....16.20  .....15.80  ..... 15.90  ..............-
SLT ...................................................... 21,142 ........36.00  ..... 36.00 .....37.00  .....35.70  ..... 36.00  ..............-
TRANS ASIA .............................................. 60 ........54.70  ..... 56.00 .....56.00  .....56.00  ..... 54.70  ..............-
EMPOWER BOARD ........................................................................................................................................
CHRISSWORLD .................................118,820 ........22.50  ..... 22.60 .....23.40  .....22.00  ..... 22.40  ..... (0.10)
EML CONSULTANTS ......................1,481,378 ........24.80  ..... 24.80 .....28.90  .....24.60  ..... 25.80  ........1.00 
DIRI SAVI BOARD .........................................................................................................................................
AGSTAR PLC .....................................344,661 ..........9.90  ..... 10.10 .....10.50  .....10.00  ..... 10.20  ........0.30 
ALUMEX PLC..................................1,336,221 ........16.60  ..... 16.60 .....16.60  .....16.00  ..... 16.10  ..... (0.50)
AMANA LIFE ....................................... 24,031 ........17.20  ..... 17.80 .....17.90  .....16.90  ..... 17.90  ........0.70 
AMANA TAKAFUL ................................ 1,750 ........12.00  ..... 11.90 .....12.00  .....11.90  ..... 12.00  ..............-
AMBEON HOLDINGS ........................129,366 ........46.00  ..... 45.60 .....46.90  .....45.20  ..... 46.20  ........0.20 
AMF CO LTD...................................3,022,293 ........12.70  ..... 13.00 .....15.00  .....12.80  ..... 14.20  ........1.50 
ARPICO INSURANCE ............................ 1,000 ........21.00  ..... 21.50 .....21.50  .....21.50  ..... 21.50  ........0.50 
ASIA SIYAKA ...................................... 27,365 ..........3.30  ....... 3.40 .......3.40  .......3.30  ....... 3.30  ..............-
BANSEI RESORTS ................................. 1,182 ..........9.20  ....... 9.10 .......9.10  .......8.60  ....... 9.10  ..... (0.10)
BERUWALA RESORTS....................5,501,408 ..........1.20  ....... 1.20 .......1.50  .......1.20  ....... 1.30  ........0.10 
BOGALA GRAPHITE .........................139,447 ......127.50  ...125.00 .. 137.50  ...125.00  ... 130.00  ........2.50 
BOGAWANTALAWA ........................... 12,883 ........13.20  ..... 12.90 .....13.00  .....12.80  ..... 12.90  ..... (0.30)
BPPL HOLDINGS ................................ 90,100 ........22.00  ..... 22.00 .....22.70  .....21.80  ..... 21.80  ..... (0.20)
BROWNS ..........................................427,424 ......274.25  ...278.00 .. 285.00  ...265.25  ... 277.50  ........3.25 
BROWNS INVSTMNTS ................85,346,648 ........14.00  ..... 13.90 .....14.70  .....13.70  ..... 14.40  ........0.40 
C T LAND ............................................ 13,175 ........29.00  ..... 29.00 .....29.00  .....27.00  ..... 28.30  ..... (0.70)
C.W.MACKIE ......................................... 5,966 ........62.00  ..... 62.00 .....62.20  .....60.00  ..... 61.30  ..... (0.70)
CEYLON TEA BRKRS .........................179,120 ..........4.10  ....... 4.20 .......4.30  .......4.10  ....... 4.10  ..............-
CFI ........................................................ 5,637 ........75.20  ..... 75.40 .....80.00  .....75.00  ..... 75.80  ........0.60 
CIT ........................................................... 115 ......123.75  ...126.00 .. 126.00  ...125.50  ... 125.75  ........2.00 
CITRUS HIKKADUWA ........................ 59,107 ..........6.00  ....... 6.00 .......6.20  .......6.00  ....... 6.10  ........0.10 
CITRUS WASKADUWA ....................... 89,362 ..........3.40  ....... 3.40 .......3.50  .......3.30  ....... 3.40  ..............-
COM.CREDIT .................................3,433,012 ........26.20  ..... 26.20 .....32.70  .....25.50  ..... 32.50  ........6.30 
COMMERCIAL DEV. ................................... 69 ......135.00  ...132.00 .. 135.00  ...132.00  ... 135.00  ..............-
DILMAH CEYLON..................................... 871 ......671.00  ...700.00 .. 704.75  ...677.25  ... 700.25  ......29.25 
E - CHANNELLING .........................2,878,363 ........13.10  ..... 12.80 .....16.30  .....12.80  ..... 16.30  ........3.20 
ELPITIYA ............................................ 48,524 ......108.25  ...108.00 .. 109.75  ...105.75  ... 107.50  ..... (0.75)
EQUITY TWO PLC .........................................3 ........51.00  ..... 50.90 .....50.90  .....50.90  ..... 51.00  ..............-
FORTRESS RESORTS ............................. 4,019 ........11.20  ..... 11.00 .....11.40  .....10.50  ..... 10.80  ..... (0.40)
GALADARI .......................................... 37,096 ........22.90  ..... 21.50 .....23.00  .....21.50  ..... 22.00  ..... (0.90)
GUARDIAN CAPITAL ........................... 2,595 ........31.90  ..... 32.00 .....32.40  .....31.20  ..... 31.50  ..... (0.40)
HAPUGASTENNE..................................... 200 ........17.10  ..... 16.60 .....16.60  .....16.60  ..... 16.60  ..... (0.50)
HARISCHANDRA ..................................... 400 ....3507.00  .3225.00  3225.00  .3220.00  .3220.25  . (286.75)
HATTON .................................................... 51 ........10.10  ..... 10.30 .....10.40  .....10.30  ..... 10.10  ..............-
HNB FINANCE ..................................356,492 ........10.80  ..... 10.80 .....11.20  .....10.50  ..... 10.60  ..... (0.20)
HNB FINANCE [HNBF-X-0000] .......... 18,513 ..........9.40  ....... 9.70 .......9.80  .......9.50  ....... 9.50  ........0.10 
HVA FOODS ......................................127,137 ..........6.80  ....... 7.00 .......7.00  .......6.60  ....... 6.90  ........0.10 
JETWING SYMPHONY .......................... 2,221 ........10.70  ..... 11.00 .....11.40  .....10.80  ..... 11.40  ........0.70 
JOHN KEELLS ....................................... 1,898 ........71.10  ..... 70.50 .....70.50  .....66.40  ..... 69.60  ..... (1.50)
KAHAWATTE ........................................ 4,923 ........25.30  ..... 26.30 .....26.30  .....25.00  ..... 25.00  ..... (0.30)
KEELLS FOOD ..................................... 12,710 ......160.00  ...160.00 .. 160.00  ...160.00  ... 160.00  ..............-
KEELLS HOTELS ................................182,693 ........11.90  ..... 12.00 .....13.00  .....12.00  ..... 12.60  ........0.70 
KELSEY .........................................................1 ........28.60  ..... 28.50 .....28.50  .....28.50  ..... 28.60  ..............-
LANKA CERAMIC ..................................... 349 ......158.50  ...153.25 .. 153.25  ...153.00  ... 153.00  ..... (5.50)
LANKEM CEYLON .............................202,342 ........41.00  ..... 38.10 .....39.90  .....35.50  ..... 38.00  ..... (3.00)
LAUGFS POWER ................................... 3,260 ........10.90  ..... 11.10 .....11.10  .....10.30  ..... 10.90  ..............-
LAUGFS POWER [LPL-X-0000] ............. 2,290 ..........8.80  ....... 8.20 .......8.80  .......8.10  ....... 8.70  ..... (0.10)
LCB FINANCE LTD .........................1,383,897 ..........3.70  ....... 3.60 .......3.80  .......3.60  ....... 3.70  ..............-
LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL .............................. 150 ........32.70  ..... 35.70 .....35.80  .....35.00  ..... 35.50  ........2.80 
LOTUS HYDRO ..................................132,899 ........11.00  ..... 10.60 .....11.10  .....10.50  ..... 10.80  ..... (0.20)
MACKWOODS ENERGY ....................491,089 ..........2.80  ....... 2.80 .......2.90  .......2.80  ....... 2.80  ..............-
MAHAWELI COCONUT ............................ 505 ........51.10  ..... 47.10 .....51.00  .....47.10  ..... 51.00  ..... (0.10)
MAHAWELI REACH .............................. 2,265 ........14.90  ..... 14.90 .....14.90  .....14.50  ..... 14.90  ..............-
MARAWILA RESORTS ......................345,447 ..........3.10  ....... 3.20 .......3.20  .......3.00  ....... 3.10  ..............-
MASKELIYA ........................................ 10,630 ........12.70  ..... 12.10 .....12.90  .....12.00  ..... 12.80  ........0.10 
MILLENNIUM HOUSE .......................... 4,879 ..........5.80  ....... 5.80 .......6.10  .......5.80  ....... 6.00  ........0.20 
NUWARA ELIYA ........................................ 60 ....1256.75  .1275.00  1280.00  .1275.00  .1256.75  ..............-
PALM GARDEN HOTL .............................. 160 ......114.75  ...120.00 .. 120.00  ...115.00  ... 116.50  ........1.75 
PEGASUS HOTELS ................................... 301 ........30.50  ..... 30.70 .....31.80  .....30.70  ..... 31.80  ........1.30 
PEOPLE’S MERCH ................................. 3,894 ..........6.70  ....... 6.70 .......7.10  .......6.70  ....... 6.80  ........0.10 
PEOPLE’S MERCH [PMB.R0000] ......332,220 ..........0.70  ....... 0.70 .......0.80  .......0.60  ....... 0.60  ..... (0.10)
PRIME FINANCE ................................... 6,153 ........16.10  ..... 16.80 .....17.30  .....16.80  ..... 17.00  ........0.90 
PRIMERESIDENCIES ........................916,763 ..........9.60  ....... 9.60 .......9.80  .......9.50  ....... 9.60  ..............-
RAIGAM SALTERNS .........................183,235 ..........8.00  ....... 8.00 .......8.20  .......8.00  ....... 8.10  ........0.10 
RAMBODA FALLS .................................... 588 ........21.50  ..... 19.30 .....21.60  .....19.30  ..... 21.10  ..... (0.40)
RENUKA HOTELS..................................... 623 ........84.00  ..... 84.20 .....84.30  .....84.00  ..... 84.20  ........0.20 
RICH PIERIS EXP ....................................... 23 ......471.00  ...473.50 .. 473.50  ...473.50  ... 471.00  ..............-
ROYAL PALMS ...................................... 1,532 ........24.40  ..... 24.20 .....25.30  .....23.50  ..... 24.00  ..... (0.40)
SATHOSA MOTORS ......................................2 ......209.00  ...235.00 .. 235.00  ...235.00  ... 209.00  ..............-
SERENDIB HOTELS ............................... 6,484 ........17.60  ..... 17.80 .....17.80  .....17.50  ..... 17.50  ..... (0.10)
SERENDIB HOTELS [SHOT.X0000]..... 36,991 ........10.10  ..... 10.10 .....10.40  .....10.00  ..... 10.00  ..... (0.10)
SERENDIB LAND ....................................... 51 ....2001.75  .1977.00  1980.00  .1770.00  .2001.75  ..............-
SHAW WALLACE ...........................1,561,875 ........11.80  ..... 11.80 .....12.10  .....11.40  ..... 11.60  ..... (0.20)
SINGER IND. ........................................... 151 ........46.40  ..... 46.20 .....46.20  .....46.00  ..... 46.00  ..... (0.40)
SINGHE HOSPITALS ...................10,007,350 ..........3.10  ....... 3.10 .......3.50  .......3.00  ....... 3.20  ........0.10 
SOFTLOGIC ......................................794,277 ........15.80  ..... 15.50 .....16.30  .....15.50  ..... 16.00  ........0.20 
SOFTLOGIC CAP ..........................14,974,293 ..........7.00  ....... 7.20 .......7.60  .......6.90  ....... 7.10  ........0.10 
SOFTLOGIC FIN ................................186,400 ........11.80  ..... 11.80 .....12.80  .....11.50  ..... 12.10  ........0.30 
SOFTLOGIC LIFE ............................5,776,679 ........37.80  ..... 38.50 .....43.40  .....38.00  ..... 40.90  ........3.10 
TAL LANKA ......................................... 48,780 ........19.00  ..... 19.90 .....20.90  .....19.50  ..... 19.50  ........0.50 
TESS AGRO .......................................458,123 ..........0.60  ....... 0.60 .......0.70  .......0.50  ....... 0.60  ..............-
TESS AGRO [TESS.X0000] ................465,310 ..........0.50  ....... 0.50 .......0.60  .......0.40  ....... 0.50  ..............-
VALLIBEL ONE ..............................6,987,322 ........71.00  ..... 71.00 .....76.50  .....68.00  ..... 75.00  ........4.00 
WATCH LIST ....................................................................................................................................................
ANILANA HOTELS ............................190,161 ..........1.30  ....... 1.30 .......1.40  .......1.30  ....... 1.40  ........0.10 
BIMPUTH FINANCE .........................251,018 ..........7.00  ....... 7.00 .......7.70  .......6.90  ....... 7.20  ........0.20 
BLUE DIAMONDS .............................176,367 ..........0.70  ....... 0.70 .......0.80  .......0.70  ....... 0.70  ..............-
BLUE DIAMONDS [BLUE.X0000] ......... 4,251 ..........0.40  ....... 0.40 .......0.40  .......0.40  ....... 0.40  ..............-
HUNAS FALLS .......................................... 190 ......283.50  ...261.25 .. 261.75  ...261.25  ... 261.25  ... (22.25)
MULTI FINANCE ................................. 51,951 ........10.10  ..... 10.00 .....11.90  .....10.00  ..... 10.30  ........0.20 
NATION LANKA ...............................661,584 ..........0.90  ....... 1.00 .......1.00  .......0.90  ....... 0.90  ..............-
RADIANT GEMS ...................................... 350 ........23.00  ..... 22.90 .....22.90  .....22.60  ..... 22.60  ..... (0.40)
SERENDIB ENG.GRP .........................685,040 ..........6.50  ....... 6.70 .......7.50  .......6.60  ....... 7.10  ........0.60 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN..........................273,795 ........16.70  ..... 16.30 .....17.50  .....15.90  ..... 16.60  ..... (0.10)
SINHAPUTHRA FIN [SFL.P0000] .....109,260 ........10.90  ..... 10.90 .....11.20  .....10.80  ..... 10.90  ..............-
...........................................................................................................................................................
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ASPI continues to close in red
The ASPI closed in red as a result 

of price losses in counters such as 
Commercial Leasing & Finance, 
LOLC Development Finance and 
Lanka Orix Finance with the turnover 
crossing Rs. 6.4 bn. 

Meanwhile, the S&P SL20 closed in 
green. High net worth and institutional 
investor participation was noted in 
Hatton National Bank and National 
Development Bank. 

Mixed interest was observed in 
Expolanka Holdings, Vallibel One 
and Lanka Orix Finance, whilst 

retail interest was noted in Browns 
Investments, Softlogic Capital and 
Commercial Leasing & Finance. 

Foreign participation in the market 
activity remained at subdued levels 
with foreigners closing as net buyers. 
Food, Beverage & Tobacco sector 

was the top contributor to the market 
turnover (due to Browns Investments), 
whilst the sector index gained 0.24%. 

T h e  s h a r e  p r i c e  o f  B r o w n s 
Investments increased by Rs. 0.40 
(2.86%) to close at  Rs.  14.40. 
Diversified Financials sector was 
the second highest contributor to the 
market turnover (due to Commercial 
Leasing & Finance and Lanka Orix 
Finance), whilst the sector index 
decreased by 5.84%. 

The share price of Commercial 
Leasing & Finance moved down by Rs. 

11.00 (17.77%) to close at Rs. 50.90. 
The share price of Lanka Orix Finance 
declined by Rs. 0.80 (3.02%) to close 
at Rs. 25.70. Expolanka Holdings 
and Vallibel One were also included 
amongst the top turnover contributors. 

The share price of Expolanka 
Holdings lost Rs. 1.00 (0.35%) to 
close at Rs. 283.50. The share price 
of Vallibel One recorded a gain of Rs. 
4.00 (5.63%) to close at Rs 75.00. 

Furthermore,  Central  Finance 
Company announced an interim 
dividend of Rs. 1.50 per share.

02.12.2021

02.12.2021



The upcoming Sri Lanka 
E c o n o m i c  S u m m i t 
2021 (SLES 2021), the 

foremost and most anticipated 
economic event of Sri Lanka, 
will be inaugurated by the chief 
guest, Finance Minister Basil 
Rajapakse, on December 6, 
under the theme ‘Springboard for 
revival: Opportunity to reset’. 

Central Bank Governor Ajith 
Nivard Cabraal will deliver 
the keynote address at the 
inauguration of the summit, 
which will bring together leading 
national and international 
thought leaders, economists 

and industry experts on to one 
platform, as they lead discussions 
on charting a sustainable course 
for economic recovery and 
development. Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce Chairman Vish 
Govindasamy will deliver the 
welcome address. 

The two-day summit will 
feature seven curated sessions 
offering unique insights and 
perspectives on several topics 
of contemporary economic 
significance, including setting 
the macro foundation for growth, 
the case for public-private sector 
collaboration in advancing 

economic development, Sri 
Lanka’s potential as a technology 
hub, opportunities to enhance 

export revenue and how Sri 
Lanka can reposition itself for the 
new normal in travel. 

SLES 2021 is scheduled to 
be held on December 6 and 7, 
as a hybrid summit, catering 
to participants who would join 
online as well as participate 
in-person at Shangri-La Hotel. 

Par t i c ipan ts  have  the 
opportunity to register online 
from https://chamber.lk for 
the entire two-day summit or 
choose the sessions they wish 
to attend. Registrations for 
the event are now open. For 
further information, please 
contact events@chamber.lk or 
0115588852 or alikie@chamber.
lk or 0115588805. 
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Finance Minister to inaugurate 
Sri Lanka Economic Summit 2021

Basil Rajapakse Ajith Nivard Cabraal Vish Govindasamy

The International Chamber of Commerce 
Sri Lanka (ICCSL) was recognised at the 
Business World International Organisation 
Award Ceremony for a Most Outstanding 
Service Excellence award 2020, which was 
held at Taj Samudra Hotel on Sunday.

Several leading personalities were 
recognised at the event including Arjuna 
Ranatunga, Singer Yohani de Silva, 
Mahela Jayawardena and Chamuditha 
Samarawickrama. Immediate Past Chairman 
Dinesh Weerakkody is seen receiving the 
award from former President Maithripala 
Sirisena MP. 

ICCSL recognised 
at Business World 
Awards 2020

The Invest in Bangladesh webinar 
organised by PwC Sri Lanka in 
collaboration with PwC Bangladesh, 
scheduled for December 7, is part of a 
broader series of webinars under the 
theme cross-border expansion. 

There will be a number of senior 
officials addressing the forum from 
PwC’s regional offices, who are experts 
on Bangladesh. 

Moderated by PwC Sri Lanka 
Director Deals Strategy Ruvini 
Fernando, the webinar will explore 
macro-economic aspects and 
the business environment within 
Bangladesh and how businesses 
interested in making an investment 
could be established and operated, 
within a government-backed, 
developing paradigm of a rapidly 
progressing country. The forum’s 
objective is to help Sri Lankan 
corporates broaden their business 
reach through cross-border trade and 
investment and thereby establish a 
competitive and robust presence in the 
regional economies.

The esteemed panel that would 
be leading the discussion will 
comprise of Bangladesh Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
President Nihad Kabir, High Commissioner from Sri Lanka 
to Bangladesh Prof. Sudharshan Seneviratne and PwC 
Bangladesh Managing Partner Transaction Services Mamun 
Rashid, along with other PwC experts.

Some noteworthy transactions carried out in the 
advisory capacity by PwC Bangladesh include advising 
Japan Tobacco in its US $ 1.47 billion acquisition of Dhaka 
Tobacco – the country’s largest FDI to date and advising 
the Shanghai Stock Exchange in a 25 percent acquisition 
of the Dhaka Stock Exchange. PwC Bangladesh was also 
appointed to handle the National Single Window project to 
streamline international trade by modernising and digitising 
Customs and bringing together government departments 
involved in import and export under a digital platform.

The Bangladesh Investment Development Authority 
(BIDA), the principal private investment promotion and 
facilitation agency of Bangladesh, is mandated for providing 
diversified promotional and facilitating services with a view 
to accelerating industrial development of the country.  The 
Government of Bangladesh (GoB) is currently actively 
seeking foreign investment, particularly in the apparel 
industry, light manufacturing, energy, power, agribusiness 
and infrastructure sectors and offers a range of investment 
incentives under its industrial policy and export-oriented 
growth strategy. The current fiscal regime of Bangladesh 
consists of direct and indirect taxation and is governed by 
the National Board of Revenue.

Speaking on the value of investments in Bangladesh, 
Fernando stated, “Bangladesh has one of the most 
competitive cost structures in the world and is well-
positioned to diversify its exports and move up the 
value chain. The country also has large pharmaceutical, 
footwear and agricultural-processing industries. The 
country now seeks to mobilise further investment in the 
country, as it continues to build on their experience in 
supporting sustainable development in Bangladesh. This 
has also presented investors with a number of attractive 
opportunities to benefit from. The country has been hailed 
by The Economist as the new Asian Tiger. And the investor 
appetite reflects this. Last year it received its highest ever 
level of foreign direct investment (FDI) at US $ 3.61 billion, 
according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development.”

With insights provided by PwC’s team of highly-skilled 
professionals, who are knowledgeable experts in current 
and future industry trends and key business indicators for 
investment, this webinar promises to be an ideal platform to 
gain an in-depth view on the Bangladesh market, emerging 
trends, growth drivers, regulations, route to market and 
opportunities for partnering.  Bangladesh’s economy has 
witnessed steady growth with gross domestic product 
(GDP) growing at an average of 6 percent during the 
past decade. It is poised to grow by 7 percent on average 
until 2033, according to a forecast by the Centre for 
Economics and Business Research (CEBR). Supported by a 
demographic dividend, strong exports, digital transformation 
and stable macroeconomic conditions, Bangladesh has 
become one of the fastest growing economies in the world. 
As such, the country offers generous opportunities for 
investment under its liberalised industrial policy and export-
oriented and private sector-led growth strategy. 

PwC to host exclusive 
webinar on investing 
in Bangladesh 

Chief Operating 
Officer and 
Advisory 
Leader Channa 
Manoharan

Chief Executive 
Officer Sujeewa 
Mudalige

Director Deals 
Strategy Ruvini 
Fernando



Sysco LABS Sri Lanka, the 
innovation arm of Sysco,  the 
world’s global foodservice leader, 
commemorated Inclusion Month 
recently, hosting a thought-provoking 
panel discussion titled ‘Diversity in 
Motion – A diversity, inclusion and 
equity panel discussion’. 

The discussion explored diversity 
and inclus ion in  Sr i  Lankan 
workplaces, the challenges and 
scrut iny faced by individuals 
belonging to these groups and the 
importance placed on organisations to 
foster a more inclusive environment 
for everyone.

As an equal opportunity employer, 
Sysco LABS is  committed to 
driving a sound diversity, equity and 
inclusion (DE&I) strategy and policy 
framework. By organising the panel 
discussion, Sysco LABS intended to 
delve into deeply rooted diversity and 
inclusion issues while also addressing 
how social issues affect the dynamics 
of the workplace and how corporates 
in Sri Lanka can embrace these 
changes.

T h e 
discussion focused on four key areas 
important to Sri Lankans – ethnicity 
and religion, females at work, persons 
with disability, sexual orientation and 
gender identities. 

The eminent expert panellists, 
Diversity Collective Lanka Vice 
President Bani Chandrasena, Equal 
Ground Executive Director and 
Founder Rosanna Flamer-Caldera, 
Sri Lanka Unites and Global Unites 
President and Founder Prashan De 
Visser and Enable Lanka Foundation 
Co-Founder  Jan i tha  Rukmal , 

elaborated on what these concepts 
mean in practice, the skills necessary 
and how individuals can strengthen 
their organisations. Sysco LABS 
Director Marketing Kushani Kalpage 
moderated the event. 

Offering an earnest analogy, Visser 
emphasised the value of embracing 
diversity. He said, “You can dig for 
oil or gas but if you dig deeper into the 
beauty of your diversity, there is a far 
greater more valuable resource in our 
nation that we have not tapped.”

Advocating for definitive action 
by corporates and society too, he 

opined, “This is a vital issue that 
we must address and every Sri 
Lankan needs to be part of it. It is 
an important conversation in the 
workplace, in schools, our villages 
and communities. 

Providing an insight into the female 
workforce in Sri Lanka, Chandrasena 
observed that contribution of females 
in workplaces and in employment 
cannot be overstressed. She said, 
“Having diversity makes a huge 
difference in how decisions are made 
and how you review situations and 
problems.” 

Moreover, she also noted in 
companies which promoted ethnic 
diversity and encouraged female 
participation especially in the 
boardroom, a co-relation existed with 
increase in revenues compared to 
companies that did not.  

Discussing the challenges faced by 
persons with disabilities and efforts 
towards social progression, Rukmal 
explained, “Stigma is the first barrier. 
The main challenges we encounter 
begin from society itself where 
there is an unyielding stigma and 
opportunities that should be given to 
persons with disabilities have been 
taken away. The second barrier is the 
lack of infrastructure to accommodate 
persons with disabilities in meaningful 
ways in society.” 

He requested that companies should 
“open up opportunities for these 
people beginning with accessibility 
in the workplace and then attitudes of 
co-workers, creating an environment 
for a person to work”.

Championing change for the 
LGBTQ+ community, Flamer-Caldera 

pointed out that most of the issues 
stemmed from archaic mindsets and 
ignorance about this community.   

Further elaborating, Flamer-Caldera 
pointed out that most of the issues 
stemmed from archaic mindsets and 
ignorance about this community. 

She said, “We look at not only 
educating and sensitising the public 
but also educating and sensitising our 
own LGBTQ+ community because of 
years and years of marginalisation and 
discrimination. We have a lot of bright 
amazing creative and very intelligent 
individuals, who can contribute a lot 
to the growth of this country.” 

Kalpage noted that at Sysco LABS, 
the D&I journey is to acknowledge 
each person’s role in creating a more 
gender equal world. 

She added, “I hope this session will 
inspire your own learning journey and 
build deeper empathy for the people 
around you.” 

Watch the full discussion on the 
Sysco LABS blog: https://syscolabs.
lk/blog/video/diversity-in-motion-a-
sysco-labs-collective-initiative/.
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In a bid to promote boardroom diversity 
and establish a network of existing 
and prospective women directors, the 

Women Corporate Directors Foundation 
(WCD)—the largest organisation of 
women corporate board members 
globally—launched its first local chapter 
in Sri Lanka yesterday. 

Supported by IFC, under the IFC-
DFAT Women in Work programme, this 
initiative aims to offer a platform for Sri 
Lankan women board members to share 
industry expertise while helping the 
country increase its pipeline of aspiring 
and qualified female board members.

In Sri Lanka, despite higher education, 
women are significantly underrepresented 
in the labour force. Only around one 
in three women of working age are 
employed. This gap further widens 
among senior managers, board members 
and business owners. The percentage of 
women among board members of listed 
entities in Sri Lanka is also low, compared 
to South Asian peers such as India (12 
percent) and Bangladesh (17 percent). 

According to IFC’s latest findings, around 
9.5 percent of board directors on the 
Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE) listed 
companies are women.

“Despite the low numbers on women on 
boards, Sri Lanka has a well-accomplished 
pool of women directors representing 
a wide spectrum of industries. In this 
context, as part of the WCD’s growing 
presence in Asia-Pacific, we are delighted 
to launch our first-ever local chapter in the 
country,” said WCD CEO and Chairman 
Susan Stautberg.

“As a WCD member, Sri Lankan 
women directors will have better access 
to trends and expertise from global 
economies, helping strengthen their 
knowledge when advocating for improved 
corporate governance practices for 
businesses.”

A significant and growing body of 
research points to the business benefits 
associated with gender diversity on 
boards and in senior management, 
including increased financial performance 
and productivity as well as improved 

environment, social and governance 
(ESG) practices. 

In Sri Lanka, IFC’s research highlighted 
that the top 30 CSE-listed companies, with 
higher gender diversity, perform better 
in terms of financial measures, including 
return on equity, return on total assets and 
price to earnings ratio.

“Diversity is not just a moral imperative, 
it also makes perfect business sense,” 
said IFC Vice President Asia and Pacific 
Alfonso Garcia Mora.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
demonstrated that companies with better 
environment, social and governance 
(ESG) practices and board diversity have 
been more resilient in recovery.”

The launch of the Sri Lanka Women 
Corporate Directors chapter will be a 
significant step in raising the profile of 
women board directors, who help create 
value for businesses in the country. The 
demonstration effect of this competitive 
advantage of having aspiring women 
board members or senior managers, 
who are ‘board ready’, is critical to build 

leadership pipelines for boards.
“Australia has a steadfast commitment 

to be at the forefront in promoting gender 
equality and women’s empowerment. 
Through this latest initiative under the 
IFC-DFAT Women in Work programme, 
we hope to continue our push towards 
enhancing greater equality and diversity in 
Sri Lanka’s private sector,” said Australian 
High Commissioner to Sri Lanka David 
Holly.

“I believe that the 16 founding 
members of the Sri Lanka Chapter of 
Women Corporate Directors would play 
a significant role in taking this agenda 
forward. My congratulations to them.”

The Women Directors Forum of Sri 
Lanka Institute of Directors (SLID) will 
play a catalytic role in this initiative as the 
co-chair of the local Women Corporate 
Directors chapter. In addition, the Sri 
Lanka chapter will also be supported 
by KPMG LLP, one of the largest 
professional services firms and also the 
oldest chartered accountancy firm in the 
country.

E x t e r m i n a t o r s  L i m i t e d 
announces that the company is 
Asia’s first and one of the few 
pest control companies in the 
world to be certified as a Great 
Place to Work. 

The company created history 
by scoring 100 percent points in 
the Trust Index in all focus areas 
during the certification process. 

Exterminators gained 100 
percent results in the Trust 
Index, covering all focus areas 
such as leadership behaviour, 
i n n o v a t i o n ,  e n g a g e m e n t , 
respect, equity, corporate image, 
support, caring, community, 
collaboration, pride, hospitality, 
communication, competence, 
c a m a r a d e r i e ,  f a i r n e s s , 
impartiality, credibility and 
integrity, which is a tremendous 
achievement.

Ex te rmina to r s  Founder /
Managing Director Marlon 
Ferreira stated, “We knew from 
the inception that our success 
rested on every action, every 
person and every voice in our 
organisation. We entrusted our 

employees, no matter their role, 
to bring innovation from every 
corner of the organisation and 
to help develop and enhance 
the quality of our services while 
mitigating our environmental 
impact. We are also proud to 
announce that the wages at 
Exterminators is 73 percent 
higher than the Sri Lanka per 
capita. According to the World 
Bank, Sri Lanka’s per capita 
is US $ 3,682 in 2020. At 
Exterminators, it’s US $ 6,380 
(source October 2021 payroll).” 

He further stated that in 
honouring the employees’ 
contribution, the company 
selected six employees with 
joint service of over 70 years and 
offered two percent of the stake 
of the company in May 2021. 
Since June 2020, the salaries of 
all employees were increased by 
10-50 percent, even during the 
prevailing COVID-19 pandemic 
and four motorbikes were gifted 
to four technicians and another 
bike on the retirement day of an 
employee. 

Maliban Biscuits, one of Sri Lanka’s most 
trusted and respected consumer brands, was 
recently bestowed the Great Place to Work 
certification, resulting from the organisation’s sheer 
commitment and dedication towards the well-being 
of its employees.

Inspired by goodness, this recognition evidently 
showcases Maliban’s continued efforts to improve 
employee satisfaction and enhance its work 
culture, spanning across decades of operations. 

Standing as a testament to the company’s 
continuous strive to treat all internal stakeholders 
as a priority, Maliban successfully met the global 
assessment standards required to be Great Place 
to Work-Certified, for the period of April 2021 to 
March 2022. This significant accomplishment 
highlights the company’s ability to recruit and 
retain top talents, resulting from numerous 

initiatives implemented by the management. 
Commenting on the new achievement, Group 

Managing Director M.G. Kumudika Fernando said, 
“Accountability, responsibility and social value 
creation are all key aspects of our corporate 
ethos and are a part of the foundation on which 
our company runs. Therefore, we are very proud 

and honoured to have received the Great Place to 
Work certification for the first time, covering the 
2021-2022 financial year. This truly recognises our 
efforts to create a positive working environment for 
all our staff, one that they enjoy working in and is 
filled with trust and fairness, supported by adequate 
opportunities for growth. Our promise on driving 

internal value creation is built on our vision of being 
the most successful and respected biscuit company 
in Sri Lanka and we will continue to explore avenues 
to enhance our workplace experience.”

Group CEO Ravi Jayawardena said, “Realising 
the dangers posed by the epidemic, we have taken 
action and taken various proactive measures 
to protect our valued employees, customers 
and other stakeholders. We have introduced 
mandatory health and safety protocols with a 
monthly investment of Rs.30 million to ensure 
maximum security inside and outside our company 
premises. Employees have always been at the 
heart of Maliban culture, cultivating positive 
attitudes in employees as well as always striving 
to treat them as family. Thus, I am proud to say 
that Maliban was not fired or that no one’s income 
levels were affected.” 

IFC supports first SL chapter of 
Women Corporate Directors to 
promote diversity in boardroom 

Exterminators certified 
as a Great Place to Work

From left: Great Place To Work Head of Assessment Ruwani Alwishewa, HR 
Manager Anjela Perera and Exterminators Operations Manager Shehani De Waas

Maliban accredited as a Great Place to Work

Sysco LABS celebrates Inclusion Month with Diversity panel discussion

Bani Chandrasena Prashan De Visser Rosanna Flamer-Caldera Janitha Rukmal Kushani Kalpage
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Access-led...
ECT expects to begin commercial 

operations with the development of its 
first 600m of birthing capacity scheduled 
to be completed by May 2023 while the 
full terminal development up to 1320m is 
scheduled to be completed by end of 2024 
allowing a 3M TEU throughput capacity when 
fully operational.  

With the West Container Terminal 
concession already signed with Adani Ports, 
India and John Keells Holdings, it is expected 
add a further 3M TEU capacity by end of 
2024. Therefore with a total of additional 
6M TEU capacity available from 2025, 
Colombo Port is ready to become a premier 
transshipment hub giving much needed 
impetus to the Sri Lankan economy.

  

Multiple high...
The BOI board had backed these 

appointments on the basis that new talent 
was required for selected positions to attract 
and create new investment portfolios. 

However, the BOI trade unions were 
against the move. 

“Unfortunately, the efforts of the 
leadership to achieve this urgently 
required transformation, was strongly and 

continuously resisted by isolated factions 
both within and outside the organisation, 
who have put their self-interest over the 
public,” the statement issued by the BOI said 
yesterday. 

The matter also came up during a 
recent meeting of the Committee on Public 
Enterprises, where the COPE Chairman 
had inquired about seven officials recruited 
bypassing general procedures at higher 
salaries and had advised that such actions 
would lead to internal conflicts within the 
organisation.  

Blockbuster Sept...
The proposal immediately sparked debate 

across business circles over its retrospective 
nature and questions were widely raised why 
only the already big taxpayers were targeted 
to foot the bill.

Colombo Port...
SAGT noted that the volume decline was 

due to disruptions in global vessel movement. 
However, SAGT managed to increase its profits 
due to the improved volume mix and higher 
revenue from ancillary operations.

Despite the slowdown seen during the 
September quarter, the transshipment container 
throughput at the Port of Colombo in the first 

ten months of the year recorded 1.4 percent YoY 
growth, handing 4.84 million TEUs.

The domestic container throughput of the 
Port marginally declined by 0.2 percent YoY 
to 94,491 TEUs in October. However, the rest 
of the volume grew by a record 39.1 percent 
YoY to 21,578 TEUs in the month.The overall 
container throughput of the Port was up by 
3.6 percent YoY to 632,028 TEUs in October.

Meanwhile, ship traffic at Sri Lanka’s 
ports recorded a decline of 9.7 percent YoY 
in October and the cargo handled by the 
country’s ports decreased by 4.2 percent YoY 
to 9.01 million MT in the month.

The cargo (excluding vehicle volumes)  
handled by CMPort-managed Hambantota 
Port was also down by 70.83 percent YoY to 
around 96,000 MT in October. However, the 
volumes were still up by 39.5 percent YoY at 
1.26 million MT in the 10-month period.

The cumulative cargo volumes handled by 
the country’s ports in the 10-month period 
was up by nearly 6 percent YoY at 91.28 
million MT. (NF)

SLTDA and...
The Cabinet approval has already been 

granted for the utilisation of the 12 islands 
in Kalpitiya for tourism, and a steering 
committee, with representations from the 
Marine Environment (MEPA) Protection 
Authority, Central Environmental Authority 

(CEA), North Western Provincial Council, 
and the Coast Conservation and Coastal 
Resource Management Department, has been 
established.

The COPE also stressed the need to make 
more effective use of the properties owned 
by the SLTDA located in other areas of the 
country for the betterment of the tourism 
industry.

 

hSenid IPO...
These funds are intended to be utilised 

to finance product development and 
market development, along with strategic 
acquisitions in the APAC and East Africa 
regions.

Fresh joint...
To increase the number of tourists visiting 

the country, the Tourism Ministry together 
with the External Affairs Ministry has decided 
to involve Sri Lankan embassies across the 
world to participate in the promotion of the 
local tourism landscape.

While Sri Lankan ambassadors have been 
given the responsibility to formulate and 
share a targeted action plan, a decision has 
been made to appoint an ‘Officer for Tourism 
Promotion’ in the embassies to roll out the 
efforts.

The decision to launch the initiative was 
taken earlier this week by Tourism Minister 
Prasanna Ranatunga and External Affairs 
Minister Prof. G. L Peiris during a meeting 
where all Sri Lankan ambassadors joined 
virtually.

The plans put forward by the embassies will 
be discussed and tweaked in January after 
which the implementation dates will be set, 
the Tourism Ministry said. 

Laugfs Gas...
Drawing attention to media reports that 

the change in the composition of the LP 
gas in cylinders was to allow the entities to 
yield additional profits, Laugfs Gas clarified 
that higher earnings cannot be fetched by 
increasing the propane composition in the mix 
as it is expensive compared to butane.

“Last year, propane and butane prices 
were equal for only two months, but in the 
past, propane prices were much higher than 
butane,” it said.

Laugfs Gas also dismissed the notion of 
the cylinder and valves currently available in 
the county are unable to withstand the high 
pressure created by the additional propane 
since the cylinders and valves are built to 
hold 30 bars of inside pressure with quality 
material. It shared that the additional safety 
valve connected to the main cylinder valve 
releases the inside pressure of the cylinder at 

the level of 26 bars. Laugfs also clarified on 
the pressures created the cylinders due to the 
different mixes in compositions, affirming that 
the current ratio is within the withstanding 
threshold of the cylinder.

According to the statement, with a propane 
composition of 30-40 percent, the pressure 
inside the cylinder is around 5 -6 bars; with 
a 45-50 percent composition, the pressure 
inside the cylinder is around 6-7.5 bars, and 
when the propane composition remains at 
100 percent, the pressure inside the cylinder 
remains between 12-14 bars.

Laugfs asserted that it follows the 
specifications related to LP gas and metal 
cylinders and rechecks them against the given 
standards and specifications to ensure the 
safety of its customers.

 “Laugfs Gas will never compromise 
customers’ safety for any financial gain, 
and all operations and product sourcing are 
done by adhering to local and international 
standards and specifications,” the statement 
concluded.

New start-up...
The airline is expected to kick off 

operations in two phases. Under the first 
phase, operations are expected to begin 
in January to the aforementioned six 
destinations. Operations under the second 
phase will commence in March, with additional 
destinations.



In November 2020, in the midst of the 
global pandemic, after eight years of 
economic and political considerations, the 

much talked about Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) was  signed 
among 10 South East Asian countries: Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam,  together with their 
FTA partners such as South Korea, China, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand. 

(1) The new free trade bloc of 15 states 
will be the biggest, surpassing both the 
US-Mexico-Canada agreement and European 
Union (EU). The total population of the RCEP 
is 2.1 billion people and accounts for 29 
percent of global domestic production. The 
Peterson Institute for International Economics 
estimates the deal could increase global 
national income by US $ 186 billion annually 
by 2030.

(2) Salient features and 
perceived benefits under RCEP

(a) Consolidated rulebook for trade in all 15 
member states: It provides harmonising the 
information requirements such as procedures 
for approved exporters to make declaration 
of origin, transparency around import, 
export and licensing procedures; issuance of 
advance ruling; prompt customs clearance and 
expedited clearance of express consignment; 
use of IT infrastructure to support customs 
operations; trade facilitation measures 
for authorised operators and local content 
standards for businesses to be eligible to the 
referential terms of the agreement within 
the RCEP to avoid the complexities and 
operational issues  in each FTA.

(b) Introduction of Common Certificate 
of Origin: Generally, the cost of rules of 
origin ranges between 1.4 percent and 5.9 
percent of the export transaction amounts. 
Common rule of origin could reduce export 
costs, thereby boosting merchandise exports 
among signatories by around US $ 90 billion 
on average annually (4 percent of 2019 intra-
zone merchandise trade and 0.5 percent 
of global merchandise trade) Sources: 
UNCTAD, World Bank, Allianz Research

Undoubtedly, the signing of the RCEP 
is an achievement for China amidst the 
economic turmoil around the world, ongoing 
US-China trade tensions and emerging 
trade protectionism promoted by national 
governments. However, in effect the deal is 
likely to benefit not only China but also Japan 
and South Korea more than other member 
states, due to the enormous capacities of these 
countries.

(4) Non-tariff measures (NTM): The 
RCEP prohibits imposition of NTMs on 
the importation or exportation between 
member states except in accordance with 
the rights and obligations under the WTO 
agreement or RCEP. Over time, when the 
RCEP becomes fully operational, it will not 
only lead to greater efficiency and ease of 
doing business in the RCEP trade block but 
it could also make the region more attractive 
to further diversification of supply chains for 
multinational companies.

(5) Winners and losers in 
global trade war 

Trade is meant to create a win-win 
situation but  global trade war produces 
winners, losers and naturally no exceptions 
for trade agreements. So, who will be the 
best loser when the RCEP works fully? The 
answer might be India and the USA. India 
was also part of the initial negotiations but 
it pulled out later over concerns that lower 
tariffs could hurt local producers. The 
question is, has India detected early warning 
signals? It is only the time that can prove it. 
However, some believe that if India joined 
the RCEP, sectors like pharmaceuticals, 
cotton yarn and the services industry can 
make substantial gains.

According to the Economic Times of 
India, the Central Government has set a 
very ambitious target of US $ 300 billion by 
2025, for trade with the ASEAN economies. 
One of the main challenges for India now 
is when the ASEAN countries join the 
RCEP, with the inclusion of China, which 
is known as the ‘World Factory’, will their 
buyers continue to purchase from India? 
Conversely, can China grab a sizable market 
share from India? It all now depends on the 
level of activation of the RCEP and India’s 
product offer, which includes the measures 

taken to reduce the  cost of the transaction  to 
the ASEAN countries through already signed 
trade agreements.

India has set an export target of US $ 1 
trillion for 2025 and as a result, India is eying 
for early harvest agreements with a number 
of countries such as the UK, Australia, Israel, 
Canada and GOC countries. India’s recent 
overture to the EU to resume once stalled 
trade negotiations in 2016 could also be best 
explained in the light of the new challenges. 

However, despite these measures, India 
can still consider joining the RCEP in the 
future. In this context, it’s good to remember 
the famous quote of Chanakya Indian 
teacher, philosopher and economist (350-275 
BCE): “Learn from the mistakes of others 
you can’t live long enough to make them all 
your selves.”

(6) Distribution of total US 
exports in 2019

The RCEP marks another  unusual 
happening in the history of trade. That is 
the absence of the United States of America 
from two major trade blocks of the world 
such as the RCEP and TPP. However, 
distribution of total USA exports show that 
the USA exported a sizable amount of goods 
(22 percent) to the RCEP countries before 
signing the RCEP. Can the USA continue 
this volume once the RCEP was made 
operational? 

(7) Belt and Road (B&R) 
initiative 

(7a) How does the B&R initiative help 
China’s economic and political goals? 

The B&R initiative works in many ways 
to help China’s economic and political 
aspirations. Some of the notable features 
are switching development from the eastern 
coast to western parts of the country, which 
contributed only 7.8 percent of China’s total 
foreign trade by value in 2015, protecting 
China’s growing energy demand through 
smooth supply of crude oil mostly flowing 
from the Middle East through maritime 
connectivity, addressing the issue of over 
capacity of production, internationalisation 
of RMB and protecting geo strategic interest 
in Indian and Pacific Ocean, etc. This also 
includes economic corporation, building 
infrastructure and creating bilateral relations 
to revive the trading system along the ancient 
Silk Road.

China often says the B&R initiative 
has its roots in five principles of peaceful 
Co-Existence signed by India and China in 
1954, the position of which however can be 
debated, due to the alleged military action  of 
China  in the border conflict in 1962.

(7b) Impact of B&R and South Asia: 
Economically least integrated SAARC 
countries, which have a population of 1.8 
billion, representing 25 percent of the world 
population, needs  such a strategic economic 
cooperation to uplift its economies and 
the quality of life of the people. It’s a well-
known fact that South Asia struggles in 
attracting investment within the region. In 
the recent past, South Asia and South East 
Asia got the lion’s share of Chinese outbound 
FDI.

(7c) Challenges posed by the B&R 
initiative to China: Even though the B&R 
initiative is a success, it also faces some 
challenges internally and externally. 
The internal issues are absorption of 
overproduction during crisis situations like 
the pandemic, trade diversion through trade 
agreements by aid recipients and externally 
mounting pressure  by political and civil 
activities on the issues such as depriving job 
opportunities for locals, increase in green 
field projects and issues over land clearance 
and alleged permission  granted for military 
involvement to protect Chinese investments 
in South Asian countries, etc. 

Despite China’s visionary B&R initiative, 
it still takes no chances but consolidating 
its local development too, to meet the 
global competition. In February 2019, 
China launched another initiative within its 
territories. It is the formation of Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area (GBA). 
Under this move, China wants to strengthen 
the strategic development prototyping and 
fast engineering through creating synergies 
under one country two systems.  

China’s efforts to build a formidable 
economy on its own land while flexing 
its muscles to win the trade war with the 
West through the B&R initiative and 
other measures like GBA remind us of a 
famous quote of ancient Chinese writer and 
philosopher Sun Tzu  (544BC -496BC): “The 
good fighters of old first put themselves 
beyond the possibility of defeat and then 
waited for an opportunity of defeating the 
enemy.”

Today, in the southern and eastern parts 
of the globe, China has an unbeatable edge 
over the USA or EU on trade, due to the 
robust approach of its foreign trade policy 
and opportunities provided by regional trade 
agreements such as the RCEP and bilateral 
trade agreements signed with other countries.

(8) RCEP, regional trade 
agreements and trade policy 
implications for Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka is now in the process of 
formulating a new trade policy. In this 
context, Sri Lanka needs to be mindful of 
the latest trends and new developments 
taking place in the region, due to the 
RCEP or any other regional/bilateral trade 
agreements between China and other 
countries. At present, after India, China has 
already become the second biggest sourcing 
destination for Sri Lanka. 

China’s imports from Sri Lanka record 
a nominal volume (US $ 252 million 
only (2020). China’s exports to Sri Lanka 
stood at US $  3.58 billion in 2020. (UN 
COMTRADE). Sri Lanka’s main exports to 
China, as of 2020, were apparel, tea, paper 
yarn and woven fabrics, activated carbon, 
electronic integrated circuits and micro-
assemblies, retreaded/used pneumatic tyres 
of rubber, fish frozen, etc. 

In fact, except for Ceylon Tea, the RCEP 
members produce almost every product in 
the above list. Therefore, it is a moot point 
whether the policymakers have analysed the 
impact of trade in the RCEP vis-à-vis the 
ASEAN-free trade area and the implications 
thereof to Sri Lanka’s interests in the region. 

Moreover, considering that the direction 
of  Sri Lanka’s major markets are neither 
in the ASEAN nor in the RCEP, it is 
vital to conduct studies as to the trade 
competitiveness and compatibilities between 
the  new markets  of the far east, who are 
engaged in these regional agreements and Sri 
Lanka. 

Now the interesting question is what will 
be the short-term and long-term impact on 
Sri Lankan exports to China and East Asia, 
due to the RCEP? The writer’s answer is 
even if Sri Lanka retains its market share in 
the short-term, Sri Lanka’s chances for future 
export growth to China and other RCEP 
countries can be substantially affected, if no 
remedial action is taken by Sri Lanka.

(9) Strategic approach and 
remedial actions available for 
Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka needs to first develop a strategy 
to retain the current export market share and 
secondly to develop a strategy to capture more 
export volumes through new markets. 

Option (A): Use of Asia Pacific Trade 
Agreement (APTA) to promote exports to 
China. (APTA includes India, Bangladesh, 
South Korea, Laos, Mongolia as well) 

(1) Sri Lankan government needs to address 
the issue of non-tariff barriers with China/India 
and win more concessions available under the 
APTA’s Special and Differentiated Treatment 
(SDT) and Small and Vulnerable Economies 
(SVE), both within an agreed time period.

(2) The Sri Lankan government can 
consider subject to the WTO compliances  
on the granting of subsidies and  incentives/
marketing arrangements for selected Sri 
Lankan products to enter into Chinese and 
Indian markets for a particular period.

(3) Aggressive trade awareness campaigns 
on the process, procedures and regulations 
specially involving exposition of Chinese 
language/provincial dialect for business 
communications/actual business practices in 
China could be arranged through Sri Lankan 
missions in China and elsewhere to meet 
buyers and sellers (need not be confined to 
Chinese market) to secure more volumes for 
Sri Lankan products. Available resources 

and the commitment of Sri Lankan Foreign 
Service and Commerce Department have to 
be effectively used through motivation and 
recognition. Inclusion of capable professionals 
from other streams may be a good option 
but what is finally important is building 
competences required to achieve the goal. 

Option (B): (1) Negotiating an early harvest 
agreement to reduce the trade deficit gap as 
a precursor for any future comprehensive   
trade agreement: This approach is relevant 
especially to China and India, where already 
there is a big trade deficit unfavourable to Sri 
Lanka: This could take the form of a Bilateral 
Preferential Trade Agreement on Goods, 
which was earlier mooted between the two 
countries. The primary advantage of a Bilateral 
Preferential Trade Agreement (if negotiated 
under the Multilateral Trade Rules of GATT/
WTO Enabling Clause) on goods over a more 
comprehensive free trade agreement that 
covers an array of sectors is that it takes into 
account the vast asymmetries existing between 
giant Chinese/Indian and Sri Lanka and to 
liberalise only selected sectors in keeping with 
its status as a small developing trading partner 
without undertaking vast scale liberalising 
initiatives. 

(10) Suggestions to improve 
capacity of Sri Lanka’s  trade 

The writer welcomes the recent budget 
proposal to establish a National Single 
Window to reduce the cost of transaction 
and improve the efficiency for exporters and 
importers specially SMEs in the country. 
As  a national priority, Sri Lanka also needs 
to rationalise the HS codes, which are very 
complex by nature, which put the country at a  
disadvantage at trade negotiations. Further,  Sri 
Lanka needs to set up a national productivity 
commission that consists of experts and 
industrialists to address the issue of low 
productivity of our major industries. 

(11) Framework for a new trade policy: Any 
future trade policy of Sri Lanka must have 
a robust and practical approach to solve the 
issue of exports to China and India and SME 
contribution to export. The writer suggests 
the Trade Ministry firstly to  focus on export-
oriented framework for foreign trade based 
on creation of wealth, technology, innovation, 
inclusiveness, investments and productivity. 
Therefore, any new trade policy document 
needs to provide provisions for a proper  
study on economic modelling for future trade 
agreements and  assessing  the overall export 
competiveness of Sri Lankan product offer  
and how good Sri Lanka in matching the 
competitors’ product offer comes from the 
RCEP or any other bilateral trade agreements 
signed by countries such as China and India. 
It’s also pertinent to have an impact analysis 
of the existing trade agreements, review of 
rules of origin to avoid circumvention and 
fraud, which happed in the past and future 
prospects. The country also needs to set up a 
high-powered national advisory committee for 
trade. 

The writer also suggests approving a 
transparent procedural and regulatory 
infrastructure for implementation of Rules 
of Origin prior to FTA negotiations. The Sri 
Lankan government needs to provide proper 
guidelines for trade negotiation process 
and should not undervalue the International 
Trade Negotiations’ Toolkit developed by the 
Commerce Department in the past.

It is an apparent fact that when  general trade 
negotiations are entered into by Sri Lanka 
at the behest of narrow geo-political interest 
without actually engaging in economic and 
pragmatic business outlook for such decisions. 
More often than not, “joint studies” are done 
merely to wrap up a decision to enter into 
trade agreements without conducting a proper 
analysis, assessment of the ground situation 
and cost benefit analysis. 

It is also recommended to study the policies 
of other countries regarding trade agreements, 
giving a direction to the involvement of 
country legislature, selection of countries 
for agreements, appointment of negotiators, 
stakeholder consultation, provision for 
periodical review of the trade agreement, etc.

In fact, the checklist for Sri Lanka to 
upgrade the capacity goes on and on. E.g. Sri 
Lanka’s position in the global value chain 
(GVC), developing the country production 
capacity and the productivity. Further, a 
mechanism to promote a  point of difference/
overseas protection of branding for Sri Lankan  
products and services, (GIS) paying a ‘reward’ 
for encouraging innovation and a strategy to 
mitigate the ill effects of COVID-19, such 
as  clearance issues at  ports and freight rates, 
needs to be considered without hesitation. 
Finally, production of high tech items and 
extensive use of Exclusive Economic Zone at 
sea can create a change in Sri Lanka’s export 
landscape.

The  new trade policy has to help Sri Lanka 
reach the required capacity to join a big 
league like the RCEP or sign effective trade 
agreements within a specific period. Signing 
any trade agreement without enhancing the 
country capacity will only result in another 
ineffective trade agreement like Indo-Sri 
Lanka Trade Agreement or South Asian Free 
Trade Agreement. Finally, it’s worthy to 
note  the saying of Philip Hammond – British 
politician, chancellor of the Exchequer 
from 2016-2019 and Foreign Minister from 
2014- 2016: “While I believe firmly in open 
markets and free trade, I also believe an open 
market needs  a level playing field.”

(Ajith D. Perera (MBA – UK, EDBA – 
Sri Lanka, PGDA (UK) and Diploma in 
Credit Management – SL) is a scholar, 

writer and a speaker on trade and 
presently serves at the Federation of 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
of Sri Lanka (FCCISL), in the capacity 
of Secretary General/CEO. He was  the 
founder of  the Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, under the Asia Pacific 
Trade Agreement, which received the 

consensus of the APTA countries, at the 
50th Standing Committee meeting held 

at UNESCAP in Bangkok in 2017. He 
also served  on  the  constitutional review 

committee of the SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in Pakistan from 

2015-2016)
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Country 

New construction 
contracts signed in 
2018 (USD)

Total of construction
(cumulative) projects 
signed  by end of year 
2018 (USD)

Afghanistan 470 (thousands ) 1.28 bn

Bangladesh  09.11 bn  45.9 bn

Bhuthan Nil Nil 

India 2.89 bn 73.48 bn

Maldives  1.39 bn 4.39 bn

Nepal     910 mn 5.45 bn

Pakistan 4.32 bn 72.11 bn

Sri Lanka  3.63 bn 23.42 bn
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(Blue book on economic and trade investment promotion and 
cooperation between China (Yunnan) and South Asia –June 11.-2019 
Kunming, China)

(1b) The above diagrams clearly show even before signing of RCEP Its members were doing  
well in terms of trade. 
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RCEP members’ trade share picked up amid the virus and may get another boost

Members’ share of world trade (12-month moving average)             Share of world GDP
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CHINA’S LONG MARCH TO WEST: AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR SOUTH AND EAST ASIA? 
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Illustrating the power of storytelling, 
clear communication and design 
elegance, ‘Cuisine Gastronome’, 

the heat and eat gastronomic product 
of SriLankan Catering, won three Gold 
Awards for its product packaging at the 
Sri Lanka Packaging Awards 2021. 

The packaging concept of Cuisine 
Gastronome appeals to the target 
audience with the clear and inspired 
design conveying a sense of gourmet 
food and fine dining, in the comfort of 
one’s home.   

Cuisine Gastronome clinched the 
three Gold Awards in the categories; 
‘Food Packaging’, ‘Innovation’ and 
‘Packaging that Saves the Food’. 
As a result, Cuisine Gastronome 
qualified for the World Star and Asia 
Star awards conducted by the World 
Packaging Organization.  

World Star and Asia Star awards 
honour companies with innovative and 
creative packaging designs for their 
products, taking into consideration 
areas of construction and materials 
usage, design, innovation technology 
and environmental consciousness.  

“As the sole airline caterer to 
operate from BIA Katunayake, we at 
SriLankan Catering always excelled 
in culinary expertise. We have been 
cater ing to major  internat ional 

airlines such as Emirates, Qatar 
and Turkish Airlines. As an award-
winning catering company, we remain 
steadfastly committed to the high 
quality of food, safety and hygiene 
standards. Hence, producing high 
quali ty consumer products  was 
simply an extension of our existing 
excellence. We first launched Cuisine 
Gastronome during the first lockdown, 
when our revenue sources were fast 
dwindling due to the pandemic. 

But, it was challenging to reach 
out to our new customer base. We 
knew we had to maximize customer 
convenience to prepare the food 
within minutes while also retaining 
the nutritional integrity and flavours of 
our products. 

We are glad to have partnered on 

this project with the Dentsu Grant 
team who guided us from the very 
inception to the execution phase – 
their support in conducting research 
and benchmark studies across a 
number of areas supported us in 
understanding our audiences during 
challenging times.  

T h e  p r o d u c t  s o o n  c a p t u r e d 
consumer interest and we were able to 
reach the global market as well. The 
positioning of Cuisine Gastronome 
– ‘It’s Fine Home Dining’ beautifully 
captured the brand essence as well 
as the product promise we wanted 
to deliver to a discerning group of 
consumers,” said Mangala Wijesekara, 
Chief Executive Officer of SriLankan 
Catering.  

“Packaging is not a communication 
p i e c e  t h a t  c o n v e y s  p r o d u c t 
in fo rmat ion  a lone .   I t  i s  the 
spokesperson for the brand at the point 
of purchase – the key moment of truth. 

Packaging has to tie in all the 
aspects of a brand – the brand 
positioning, its values, emotional 
connect ion,  consumer benefi ts , 
and the product promise creating a 
distinct brand experience that the 
target audience can believe in. It was 
a great pleasure working with SLC, 
building the next global Sri Lankan 

brand,” said Sajith Weerasinghe, 
Chief Strategy Officer at Dentsu Grant 
Group. 

Sri Lankan Catering first launched 
Cuisine Gastronome in Sri Lanka. 
However, within a small-time frame, 
the product reached international 
markets ,  gaining popular i ty  in 
Australia and the USA. The Company 
plans on making Cuisine Gastronome 
available across the globe, especially 
targeting markets with a sizeable Sri 
Lankan diaspora.  

“We are thrilled to be a part of 
building another global Sri Lankan 
brand from inception to its successful 
implementation. The opportunity to 
build a global Sri Lankan brand has 
always been close to us. We have been 
blessed to be working with several 
global Sri Lankan brands - building 
robust Sri Lankan brands and reaching 
the global arena is one of the best 
investments we as marketers and 
communication professionals, as well 
as a country, can make.  

At Dentsu, we are entirely invested 
in building Cuisine Gastronome to be 
a global Sri Lankan brand with the 
help of our network and proprietary 
tools,” revealed Neela Marikkar, 
Chairperson & Managing Director of 
Dentsu Grant Group. 

Finch Trading in partnership with 
Pokka Pte Ltd unveiled an exciting 
range of drinks from Asia Pacific’s 
best-loved beverage brand ‘Pokka’ on 
November 25th.

Positioned as one of the most 
popular brands in the Singapore 
market, the Pokka ready-to-drink 
beverages are renowned for their 
quality, taste and novelty and are 
considered a favourite among the 
health-conscious consumers.

With this unveiling, Finch offers 
Sri Lankans a selection of premium 
quality Pokka teas and coffees with 
invigorating aromas and flavours. 

The range of exotic teas introduced 
in Sri Lanka include Pokka Premium 
Milk Tea, Pokka  Oolong Tea and 
Pokka Jasmine Green which come 
in 500 ml and 1500 ml ready to serve 
bottles. Pokka tea is real brewed and 
contains natural antioxidants, with no 
preservatives or artificial colouring. 

The brand’s refreshing coffee range 
consists of Pokka Black Coffee, Pokka 
Black Coffee (No Sugar) and Pokka 
Premium Milk Coffee offering coffee-
lovers a boost of energy to kick start 
their days. 

The coffee range, which is 100 
percent real brewed from specially 
selected gourmet coffee beans, 
comes in 240 ml cans bringing the 
convenience of a cup of coffee in a 
can.

Speaking about the launch of Pokka 
in Sri Lanka, Fawaz Fassi, Founder & 
Managing Director of Finch Trading 

said, “Pokka is one of the biggest 
beverage brand names in the Asia 
Pacific region and we are very excited 
to introduce its products to the Sri 
Lankan Market. From the get-go, 
Finch has been dedicated to enhancing 
the lifestyles of Sri Lankan consumers 
by bringing them healthy, premium 
quality products of international 
standard and Pokka is another proud 
addition to our portfolio.”

“In addition to their tea and coffee 
range, Pokka also has a wide variety 
of juices, functional drinks, sparkling 
drinks, milk-based drinks and Asian 
drinks. Our plan is to introduce these 
products in phases to the local market 
in time to come,” he added. 

Pokka beverages will be available 
for purchase via Finch Trading’s 
website from the 25th of November 
and in all major supermarkets and 
retailers island-wide from the 1st week 
of December 2021. The brand can also 
be purchased through online delivery 

platforms such as  UberEats , 
PickMe and Daraz.

Pokka Singapore, established 
in 1977 by parent company Pokka 
Sapporo Food & Beverage Ltd. 
Japan, manufactures and markets 
a wide range of beverages under 
the reputed brand name ‘Pokka’ in 
Singapore and the Asia-Pacific. 

Finch Trading is  a  rapidly 
expanding Sri Lankan FMCG 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o m p a n y  t h a t 
specializes in a wide range of 
high-quality international brands. 
Finch is the official Sri Lankan 
distribution agent to several globally 
renowned brands including Bragg 
Live Foods (USA), The Berry 
Company (UK), Kewpie (Japan/
Malaysia), Cornish Sea Salt (UK), 
and Nando’s Grocery brand (South 
Africa). Finch products are widely 
available in all major supermarket 
chains, retailers, hotels, restaurants, 
and cafés across the island.

The Vocational  Training 
Authority of Sri Lanka (VTA), 
under the State Ministry of 
Skills Development, Vocational 
E d u c a t i o n ,  R e s e a r c h  & 
Innovation and Barista Coffee 
Lanka (Pvt)  Ltd s igned a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on November  5 th 
to commence the first ever 
nationally recognized “Barista 
Training Programme” with 
the presence of. State Minister 
Seetha Arambepola, Chairman/ 
CEO VTA Eranga Basnayake, 
Director General Chulangani 
Perera, CEO of Barista Coffee 
L a n k a  ( P v t )  L t d  D i l u p a 
Pathirana, and Head of Skill 
Development at Barista Damith 
Dalawella. 

Being a Barista is a different 
a r t  form which  has  been 
mastered over the years globally 
and locally. The coffee market 
in Sri Lanka has itself grown 
to a new level over the past 
10 years. Barista is today the 
largest café chain in Sri Lanka 
and is a brand with a clear 
vision. 

It is these factors that led the 
VTA to join hands with Barista 
to  in t roduce this  ground-
breaking training program to 
build a better future for many 
youngsters in Sri Lanka.

The training is a full-time 
programme which covers 80 
hours of theory and 900 hours of 
practical training conducted by 
the Head of Training and Skills 
Development at Barista Coffee 
Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 

The minimum qualification 
required to apply for this 
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e  i s 
having sat for either the local 
or  London ordinary level 
examination. 

Furthermore, Barista has 
decided to give a  special 

allowance to all the participants 
of this course while the entire 
training program has been 
offered for free. All practical 
sessions are to be covered at 
Barista Coffee outlets while 
theory sessions will be at VTA, 
Narahenpita. Applications for 
the first batch are now open. 
The first batch will commence 
training on December 6th 
marking another milestone for 
the coffee industry in Sri Lanka. 

“Being able to create globally 
recognized baristas is a major 
win for the country as we will 
be able to fill the universal gap 
of baristas on an international 
scale. 

Beyond everything the true 
space and recognition will 
be given to the baristas in Sri 
Lanka with this certification 
from VTA, as Barista Coffee 
Company is also willing to 
recruit the top performers of the 
training programme. 

The certification will be done 
only after several rounds of 
examinations on both theory 
and practical thereby raising the 
bar to a higher level. The VTA 
and Barista is fully focused on 
conducting this partnership 
project in the highest quality”, 
said Head of Skill Development 
at Barista Damith Dalawella.

The Legends Hotel Supplies Pvt. Ltd, 
the supplier of all kinds of hotel, catering 
equipment and utensil to HORECA 
industry, recently celebrated its 13th 
anniversary.

The company was founded in Sri 
Lanka in 2008, with the prime objective 
of catering to the Food service industry 
in Sri Lanka, Maldives and Seychelles.

Appointed as an official distributor by 
worlds renowned brands catering for the needs 
of the industry kitchen, food and beverage, 
housekeeping, laundry, such as Angelo-Po, 

Blanco, Cambro, Hamilton Beach, 
Chilewich, Euro Chef, Grandimpianti, 
Rubbermaid, Robot-coupe, 
Sambonet and many more, which 
enables them to cater to any food 
service outletwith the best products.

By working directly with 
principals / manufactures of the 
brands, Legends is providing their 

customers with an undisturbed after-
sales service even after a few years passing the 
supply of the product. 

They maintain an inventory of supplier-

recommended spare parts and the aftersales 
service team is equipped with adequate 
knowledge to rectify all sorts of technical issues 
that may arise. 

Legends’s dedicated staff carries out service 
and maintenance requirements while following 
the prescribed procedures and its experienced 
technical staff, in particular, are a real asset 
to the organisation to ensure a trouble-free 
operation at customers’ premises. In a message 
on its 13th anniversary, Legends Director 
Anne Fernando said that the success they 
have achieved was a direct result of Brands 

they carry, Legends’s well experienced and 
dedicated staff force and the management’s 
uncompromising stand on quality and reliability 
of service standards.

The company’s CEO and Executive Director, 
Dinesh Karunaratne said in a message “The past 
thirteen years have been amazing for Legends 
in terms of business and mostly winning the 
hearts of our customers. My Late Father Viraj 
Karunaratne has worked hard to follow the 
most decent practices all the time. We always 
devoted to provide the best service to our 
customers.”

Raja Jewellers is proudly marking 
a legacy of 93 glorious years 
tomorrow (December 4th) having 
organized spectacular celebrations. 

To commemorate this special 
occasion and remarkable milestone, 
the  ‘Novan ta t re  Col lec t ion’ 
of timeless jewellery is to be 
introduced.

As a special gesture coinciding 
with the anniversary celebrations, 
all customers who visit the Raja 
Jewellers showroom and purchase 
jewellery on 4th December will be 
presented an extremely valuable 
gift. Moreover, Raja Jewellers is 
also gifting customers exceptional 
offers on this special day – all 
jewellery purchased using credit 
cards are applicable to receive 60 

months of easy payment plans.  
The antecedents of Raja Jewellers 
dates back to 1928 when E. A. 
Fernando established E. A. Fernando 
Jewellers in Chatham Street, Pettah. 
Following a successful journey, his 
son, Raja Fernando renamed the 

business as Raja Jewellers in 1962. 
The third generation of the family, 

Ashoka Eliyapura and Athula 
Eliyapura registered the company as 
a Limited Liability Company. The 
third and the fourth generation of the 
family is now in the business.

Cuisine Gastronome by SriLankan 
Catering bags three Gold Awards

Legends celebrates thirteen years in business

CEO Dinesh 
Karunaratne

Baristas and VTA sign MOU for 
nationally recognized training 
programme

Chairman/ CEO VTA Eranga Basnayake 
and CEO of Barista Coffee Lanka (Pvt) 
Ltd Dilupa Pathirana. State Minister 
Arambepola looks on

Raja Jewellers marks 93rd anniversary

Raja Jewellers top management 

Finch Trading unveils Pokka’s 
Beverages for first time in Sri Lanka



Adele on Tuesday announced a series 
of concerts in Las Vegas starting in January 
in what will be her first live performances 
since 2017. The British singer will perform 
two shows each weekend from Jan. 21 
to April 16 at Caesar’s Palace Hotel in the 
desert city. REUTERS

ADELE TO RETURN TO 
LIVE SHOWS IN LAS 
VEGAS NEXT YEAR 
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Matthew McConaughey  
not seeking Texas 
Governorship ‘at this moment’

Matthew McConaughey will not run for 
Governor of Texas “at this moment”, the 
Oscar-winning actor said Sunday, after 
months of speculation that he would make 
the leap into politics.  The 52-year-old’s 
political ambitions had caused excitement 
in liberal circles, and particularly among 
Texans appalled by Governor Greg 
Abbott, who signed a highly restrictive law 
banning most abortions. 

“As a simple kid born in the little town 
of Uvalde, Texas, it never occurred to 
me that I would one day be considered 
for political leadership,” the rom-com 
heartthrob turned serious actor said in a 
video posted online. 

“It’s a humbling and inspiring path 
to ponder. It is also a path that I am 
choosing not to take at this moment.” 

Polls had shown McConaughey would 
fare better against Abbott than Beto 
O’Rourke, the Democratic former 
presidential candidate who formally 
entered the race earlier this month.  
Abbott is seeking a third term in the 
November 2022 election, for which 
nominations close on December 13.  
McConaughey told AFP earlier this month 
that a gubernatorial campaign had “been 
discussed. It’s a possible avenue.” The 
“Dallas Buyers Club” and “True Detective” 
star had not declared allegiance to either 
major party. 

He described himself as “aggressively 
centrist”, adding: “Not because that’s the 
place of gray and compromise... I think 
today it’s a daring space. It’s the space of 
outlaws.”  AFP

POACHING
T

oday’s column is not 
a lesson on how to 
poach eggs or fish.  It 
is all about how crafty 
people poach other 
peoples’ staff.  This is 

not something new, it has been 
happening for yonks.  The audacity 
on how the poachers approach the 
staff is another story. 

Approaching a domestic aide 
is very much a common practice 
among our Colombo circles. 
Walking into a house and noticing 
how clean and neat the house is, 
sets the wheel turning in their 
minds on how to inveigle the 
domestic staff by offering a few 
thousand rupees more. They will 
do this by moving into the kitchen 
on the pretext of wanting to be 
helpful or slip their telephone 

number to the aides 
requesting 
them to 

give a call when alone. At times, 
the call is not to offer them 
employment but to learn about 
the happenings in the home and, 
in return, they oil the domestics’ 
palms with some money.

The bigger poaching happens 
among the exotic villas that have 
sprung up all over this country, 
where there is a huge demand for 
good cooks. These villas are now 
very popular with the locals owing 
to the never ending pandemic, 
most of whom see no point going 
on holiday and not having good 
meals. A cook, therefore, is a 
key point in any resort 
and having a good 
one will make all 
the difference and is 
a guarantee of attracting 
more clientele.  It is also 
common knowledge that the  
locals spend more as well as tip 
better than the type of tourists  
who come into this country.

Many villas advertise on job 
sites and other social media. When 
the advertisements do not attract a 
suitable cook, they get on to the next 
step, which is attempting to poach 
the neighbouring villa’s cook.  If the 
staff are looked after well, they too 
have their loyalties and will not pack 
up and leave. What must be borne in 
mind is that any staff member who 
ups and leaves after being enticed 
with some additional cash are capable 
of leaving in the same manner when 
approached by another.

Such poaching could be avoided 
if the owners of these establishments 
carry on their business in a fair 
fashion by looking out for their staff 
rather than be conniving and shady 
and resorting to poaching another’s 
employees.

The bigger poaching 
happens among the exotic 
villas that have sprung up 
all over this country,where 
there is a huge demand for 

good cooks.
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BY TIRANYA RANASINGHE

The internationally acclaimed De 
Lanerolle Brothers held their sold-out 
Christmas concert ‘Can’t Wait For Christmas’ 
at Hilton Colombo. Adhering to the health 
regulations imposed by the government, the 
audience was limited to a certain number 
of guests, making the show more intimate. 
Requirements such as wearing masks 
throughout the show and showing proof 
of double vaccination were implemented 
as a measure of taking extra precaution. In 
order to cater to the high demand for the 
Brothers, more shows were added and the 
Brothers performed four shows in one day. 
The concert was the perfect entrance to 
the Christmas season as the two brothers 
welcomed December with their hit medley 
of Christmas carols.

The show started with a bang as the 
Brothers sang a few songs that were usually 
not in their Christmas repertoire. Dappling 
different genres and ages, the Brothers sang 
ballads such as ‘Unchained Melody’ by the 
Righteous Brothers and ‘I Dreamed a Dream’ 
by Anne Hathaway, adding their own twist 
to it. These were tracks that would have 
been performed in a usual De Lanerolle 
show. The Brothers moved onto Christmas 
hits such as ‘Long Time Ago in Bethlehem’ 
and ‘Let It Snow’. The brothers prompted 
the crowd to sing along with them, 
celebrating the true spirit of Christmas. 
Subsequently, one of the Brothers, Ishan 
De Lanerolle performed a lovely version of 
‘Blue Christmas’ with his rich, deep voice 
reverberating in the room.

With a short break in between, the 

latter part of the show began with classics 
such as ‘Silent Night’ and ‘O Holy Night’ 
and the Brothers’ heavenly harmonies 
made a vast impact in the hearts of the 
audience. The set continued with more 
upbeat and fast-paced songs such as 
‘Rudolf the Reindeer’ and ‘Santa Claus is 
Coming To Town’ and their performance 
was accompanied by a cheerful Santa 
Claus who animatedly wandered 
across the room. The set came to 
an end with the Brothers’ children, 
Yohan and Khalia De Lanerolle 
executing a joyful performance 
with ‘Feliz Navidad’. The two 
prodigies were joined by 
the stars of the evening 
towards the end of the 
song and were followed 
by thunderous applause 
from the audience, with 
many cheering loudly 
for them. The show was 
followed by a buffet at 
Graze Kitchen.

“My Son and I were delighted to be at the 
Christmas concert by our much loved De 
Lanerolle Brothers! Firstly, the stage, lighting, 
seating arrangements with social distancing in 
mind (beautiful chairs too!), were all perfectly 
executed. Everyone was required to wear masks 
throughout the show and all complied unlike what 
I have seen at certain other events.

The brothers started off with one of my 
FAVOURITE songs sung by them at many shows 
(Marry Me) which I never get tired of listening to, 
followed by 3 other lovely songs and then the 
Christmas songs. Rohan’s humour and the way 
he bonds with the audience is something I truly 
love. Ishan’s voice is on another level! These 
two brothers are so entertaining and so genuine 
with their love and appreciation towards their 
audience.

The show was followed by a fabulous dinner 
at the Graze Kitchen and even from there I was 
listening to the brothers singing again at their final 
show for the evening! Can’t quite get enough of 
them I guess! 

Congratulations to the Hilton for being strict 
with social distancing and mask wearing as 
well as organising this show so well and to the 
Brothers for helping us all de-stress with their 
wonderful entertainment. Thank you!”

SHANALIE RODRIGO 
“I first heard the De 
Lanorolle brothers 
sing over 10 years ago 
and have been hooked 
since. It was so great to 
hear them once again 
and I can’t think of a 
better way to get into 
the Christmas spirit. 
We all had a wonderful 
time and I'd like to 
thank dialog star points for  
coming through ..”

MALATHI   
“It was really 
good. I really 
enjoyed the show 
and my favourite 
song would 
have to be Blue 
Christmas” 

Can't wait for 
CHRISTMAS

SWEN   
“It was simply 

fabulous. I 
loved how they 

started with 
their usual songs 
and moved on to 
sing Christmas 

songs” 

DAMAYANTHI  
“It was an  

excellent show” 

GILL BROWN UK  
“Something I never expected when 
I left the UK for a short holiday in 
Sri Lanka was to witness a simply 
amazing concert. I happened to come 
to the Hilton Colombo with friends 
and even though we didn’t have a 
ticket we watched from a distance. To 
imagine that Christmas is celebrated 
in this manner with some amazing 
singing with beautiful backdrops 
and breathtaking decor at the Hilton 
Colombo was simply amazing. We 
truly loved what we heard and saw. 
Truly gave me that start to Christmas” 

SHIRENDRA 
LAWRENCE  

“Despite the challenges 
of these times, We 

need a little sparkle 
to kick off the season . 
As always, Rohan and 

Ishan did a super job of 
ticking that box” 

PRAMITH  
“It was a wonderful sight to see them 
singing with their kids at the end”  

Shyamalee 
Tudawe

THE DE LANEROLLE 
BROTHERS

PIX BY Waruna Wanniarachchi

Khalia, Ishan and Shanaz Yohan, Rohan and Neyomi

Fawzia, Beverly and Zarina
Yasmin, Shanthi and Ishramali

Yogya and Ryan

Anushan

Charmaine, Nelum and Ranee Khalia and Yohan

CAN'T WAIT FOR CHRISTMAS



"Marche de la foi", which means walk 
of faith in French, was conceived devoid of 
structure, inhibitions and time constraints, 
where each piece of artwork had my 
undivided attention for as long as it was 
needed to reach perfection and became 
a form of worship to God who made my 
life exceedingly beautiful from within, 
filling me with a peace that surpassed all 
understanding. There is something cathartic 
in the creative process, whereby I enjoyed 
having complete control of the outcome of 
what was produced regardless of the errors, 
flaws and blemishes that are inevitable 
and almost assured while creating art. 
The external beauty of any piece, masks 
the many layers of imperfections, fears, 
insecurities, and flaws of the creative 
process, finally unveiling the near perfect 
image that is finally displayed. This 
aspect fascinated me, since life in itself 
resembles the very same, so unique to 
one’s own journey and experiences but 
encompassing so much beauty whether 
it be latently buried within. Unlike many 
other artists who most often have a formal 
training, I had none, other than a passion 
to explore my creative side and a still 
small voice that guided and directed my 
path. I believe that our unspoken and 
unmaterialised aspirations have every 

chance of becoming a reality when 
circumstances align themselves preempting 
almost a divine intervention which has 
been so evident in my life. I hope that 
my work captures and illustrates the very 
energy of what predisposed the painting in 
the first instance. I have no grand illusion 
that my artwork will appeal to all who 
view my work, it may not even create a 
tidal wave of an impact in one’s mind, 
but I do hope that my work would speak 
to the hearts of some, and evoke a sense 
of peace, calm, hope, joy and even give a 
glimpse of the unlimited capabilities and 
talents buried within ourselves that usually 
remain dormant and hidden until we face 
a cataclysmic event which instigates and 
arouses the latent possibilities that we 
are born with to arise to the surface.

My abstractions reflect certain motifs 
and shapes infusing into my work from my 
scientific background quite unconsciously 
which illustrates the fact that our life 
experiences, whether it be in the form of 
formal education or otherwise, have an 
innate tendency to get ingrained in the 
recess of our subconscious mind and adds 
to the composite human being we get 
molded into. I use art to externalise the 
myriad of emotions that are buried within 
using a melange of vibrant and contrasting 
colour juxtaposed with shapes and motifs 
that keep repeating trying to emphasise the 
fact that we are created to live an abundant 
life, experiencing the diversity of colour, 
hoping that one would become intoxicated 
with the beauty of it, thereby elevating the 
mood and attitude of our soul, rather than 
be confined to a mere existential type of 
living simply to survive, seeing life through 
the visionary lens encompassing just 
a few colours when there is such a varied 
compilation of vibrancy to choose from. The 
aspect of colour and the brief discussion of 
it, makes one ask the empirical question 
whether we are truly living that abundant 
life that is waiting to be experienced, lived 
and celebrated? Or do we simply exist 
in a bare minimum reality, confined, and 
imprisoned by our own doing, almost afraid 
to live and experience life to the fullest? 
After almost a decade of an incubation 
period,  'Marche de la foi' is excited to 
transition into the next stage of its life, 
hoping to create customised art, based 
on the ambience, space and vision of the 
client  whether it be for a home or office.

 By Deepthi Amarasekera 
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SEEING LIFE 

IN COLOUR is a 
multilayered and 
diverse display of 

my creative journey 
that commenced 
over a decade agoI  

resonate with the famous words 
spoken by Henri Matisse who once 
said that creativity takes courage, and 
that certainly was the case for me. I 
needed bold courage to walk out of the 
old and into the newness that awaited 

me, to embrace the transformative potential 
that lay within. SEEING LIFE IN COLOUR is 
a multilayered and diverse display of my 
creative journey that commenced over a 
decade ago when I finally got the courage 
to embark on my childhood passion to paint 
and express myself in colour giving a voice 
and image to the emotions within. The 
creative side of me remained dormant and 
unrealised until now, since I dedicated my life 
to the study of science pursuing a degree in 
Microbiology and Virology at the University 
of Aberdeen and then went onto live and 
work in Scotland for many years before 
embracing the role of motherhood. My faith 
filtered into every part of my life and became 
the very fabric of my artwork when my 
creative side emerged built on a framework of 

memories from my childhood, marriage and 
motherhood. I hope that the pieces displayed, 
would encourage and bring hope to someone 
who would be needing it, in a world that is 
masked with layers of deceptive grandeur 
that hides the true nature of one’s emotional 
fragility.  When I look back at my journey 
with my art work and the years that have 
passed by, I can observe the metamorphosis 
of what was once formless and merely an 
aspiration transformed into a collection of 
beautiful artwork. Discovering and unleashing 
the creative side in my later life has been 
such an amazing journey and I hope that 
the excitement and joy of the process has 
translated to all the pieces that will be 
displayed in my debut exhibition which will 
be open to the public on the 4th and 5th of 
December 2021 at the Harold Peiris gallery.

4th and 5th of December 2021 at 
the Harold Peiris Gallery.
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Due to the prevailing situation in the country there will be no crossword competition.  
The publication of the crossword is purely for your enjoyment. 

Across
7   Mixture of untoasted dry  
     cereals and fruits (6)

8   Varieties (6) 

9   Rice beer (4) 

10 Heartsease (8)

11 Small root or division  
     of a root (7)

13 A fixed look with eyes  
     open wide (5)

15 Bowler hat (5)

17 Someone who listens  
     attentively (7)

20 Grave (8)

21 Strain (4)

23 Wild cat of Central   
      America (6)

24 (Computing) requiring a  
     phone line to dial (4-2)

Down
1   Painter (4)

2   Close-fitting pullover  
     shirt (1-5)

3   Any of certain cathedrals  
     and large churches; originally  
     connected to a monastery (7)

4   (informal British usage)  
    aggravation or aggression (5)

5   Unravel (6)

6   Cantata (8)

12 Limited to one idea or  
     thought (3-5)

14 Grant (7)

16 Insect (6)

18 Inside leg (6)

19 Itinerary (5)

22 Conduit to carry off smoke (4)
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7 8

9 10

11 12 13
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15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22
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CLUES FOR CROSSWORD  
NO. 1407

4633

Fill in the grid with 
digits in such a 
manner that every 
row, every column 
and every 3x3 box 
accommodates the 
digits 1 to 9, 
without repeating 
any. The solution 
will be published   
on next game page.
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SOLUTION NO. 4632

GAMES & CARTOONS

Horton Plains can be reached by main 
road or rail. The most common approach is 
by road either from North via Pattipola or from 
South via Ohiya. If coming by rail visitors can 
get down either at Pattipola or Ohiya and 
walk or arrange transport. No public transport 
is available and an entrance fee is charged 
from visitors and vehicles that enter the park.

For those who visit  Horton Plains, the 
most significant trail is the main circuit 
Nature Trail involving Small World’s End, 
World’s End, Baker’s Falls and Chimney 
Falls views. There are also Nature Trails 
to Thotupolakanda and Kirigalpoththa. 

World’s End
The Main Trail starts at Farr Inn, a lodge 

built by Thomas Farr, which has now been 
turned into Horton Plains Information Centre.
The trail is  about 9 km and takes about 3 1/2 
hours to complete at a leisurely pace. The 
trail is of easy level except the portion of trail 
leading to Baker’s Falls and back through 
the Cloud forest. Only eco friendly material is 
allowed  from the Park Entrance Watch Post 
in to the Park. However, plastic water bottles 
can be taken in but need to be brought back. 
Polythene covers or bags, cigarettes and 
lighting material such as boxes of matches 
or lighters are not allowed to be taken in.

The Farr Inn provides the visitor 
with interesting Information and 
publications about Horton Plains.

Visitors to the park can follow a 10km 
loop that incorporates all of the spectacular 
features, enabling them to enjoy them while 
adhering to the strict rules for environment 
protection and nature conservation. The 
best time to visit is early morning, when the 
air is likely to be clearest so you can enjoy 
the best views. In the afternoons, clouds 
tend to descend and the area gets misty. 

The Plains are actually named 
after Sir Robert Wilmot Horton. 

The Horton Plains are the headwaters of 
three major Sri Lankan rivers, 
the Mahaweli, Kelani and Walawe.

It is a beautiful and silent place that 
offers some excellent hikes surrounded 
by mountains such as  Kirigalpotta 
(2395m) and Totapola (2357m). 

The ‘Plains’ form an undulating plateau 
over 2000m high. The diversity of the 
landscape is matched by the wide variety  
of wildlife, although sightings of the 
larger animals are very rare.

Wildlife
Horton Plains is home to a wide range 

of wildlife such as  leopards, sambar 
deer and wild boar, but boar and leopard 
sightings are rare.  The purple-faced 
langur is sometimes seen in the forest 
on the Ohiya road, while you  may also 
spot the endemic toque macaque.

Birdwatching
The area is popular with birdwatchers. 

Endemic species include the yellow-eared 
bulbul, the fan-tailed warbler, the ashy-
headed babbler, the Ceylon hill white-eye, 
the Ceylon blackbird, the Ceylon white-
eyed arrenga, the dusky-blue flycatcher 
and the Ceylon blue magpie. Birds of 
prey include the mountain hawk-eagle.

Plants
Chrysopogon covers the grasslands, while 

marshy areas are home to bog moss. The 
umbrella-shaped, white-blossomed keena  is 
the main canopy over montane forest areas. 
Rhododendron zeylanicum, has blood-red 
blossoms and the purple-leafed Strobilanthes 
blossoms once after five years, and then dies.

Small World's End 
at Horton Plains

It takes about 25 minutes to get to Small 
Worlds End from the brick sign post at 
trail division and and about 37 minutes 
from the Park Entrance Watch Post. 

Baker’s Falls
To access this fabulous waterfall , 

one needs to travel through the cloud 
forest through a path from the trail. There 
are two access points to the waterfall. 
One may easily get this trail bypassed 
but if one leads through it, the path 
takes you to the bottom of the waterfall 
that will show many vivid landscapes 
of the waterfall and surroundings. 

THE ROOF OF THE ISLAND

HORTON PLAINS
Mysteriously exquisite
COMPILED BY SANATH WEERASURIYA

‘T
he Horton Plains’ is located on Sri Lanka’s highest plateau, 
between altitudes of 6,300 to 6,600 feet above the sea 
level. The landscape consists of lands covered in a tropical 
cloud of forests or savannah grasslands, locally known 
as ‘pathana’. A visit to Horton Plains or ‘Mahaeliya’ as 
it is locally named is quite popular amongst locals, who 

mostly visit during the weekends. For this reason it is best that you try to 
visit during a weekday to truly experience the Plains' isolated serenity.

It is a beautiful 
and silent place 
that offers some 

great hikes 
surrounded by 

mountains, such 
as Kirigalpotta 
(2395m) and 

Totapola 
(2357m)
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