A. K. CHATTERJEE

p
E
S
A

"“ Y
T

W}r

Vr\\

2 FIHMA ' |. M (vam) LIMITED e




The volume continues the history of
JAINISM from 1000 A. D. to 1600 A. D.
It not only gives an authentic and
connected history of this particular
religious sect of India, but also contains
chapters on the extensive literature of
the Jains. There is also a very useful
chapter on the Jain Tirthas.

Rs. 150.00




A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY
OF JAINISM

[ 1000 A.D. to 1600 A.D.}

VOLUME i

By

ASIM KUMAR CHATTERJEE M.A. D. PHIL (CAL).
READPER, DEPARTMENT OF ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY AND:
CULTURE, CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY

Moyt "b;‘:g o

FIRMA KLM PRIVATE LIMITED

CALCUTTA * . . 1984



© De. Asiv KuMar CHATTERJEE
First Edition, 1984

Printed in India by Smt. Mahamaya Ray at Sonnet Printing
House, 19, Goabagan Street, Calcutta-700006 and Published
by Firma KLM Private Ltd., Calcuita-700012.



DEDICATED

To My WIiFE
SuT. SHiLA CHATTERJSEE






PREFACE

The first volume of this work was published in 1978 and
was generously received by the scholars, interested both in
Jainism and the early Indian history and religion. In that
volume, the history of Jainism from the earliest times upto
1000 A.D., was given. In the present volume, an attempt
has been made to write the history of this Religion from
1000 A.D. to 1600 A.D, In the last chapter, of this volume,
we have given a descriptive account of the well-known Jain
Tirthas (sacred places) in the alphabetical order and nearly
three hundred places have been discussed, A third volume
on Philosophy and Art will be published in due course.

We, once more, thank our readers both for their good
and adverse criticisms of the earlier volume.

Asim Kumar Chatterjee
Calcutta, Residence :—24F, Jyotish Roy Road,
31-10-83. Calcutta-700053,
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CHAPTER 1

JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA
(1000—1300 A.D.)

Jainism, as we have already pointed out in the first
volume of this work,* was quite popular in the post.Gupta
period in Gujarat, Rajasthan and parts of Bengal aad
Orissa. However, in other parts of Northern India, this
religion was fighting a losing battle for existence, The
ruling dynasties, except in Gujarat and Rajasthan did
nothing for the promotion of this religion. And even in
these two states, only a few kings did something for the
welfare of this religion, In this chapter, we will review the
history of this religion in different states of Northern India
and we will take up Gujarat first,

SECTION A: JAINISM IN GUJARAT

The tremendous popularity of Jainism in Gujarat during
the period under review, is fully proved not only by a
remarkable number of inscriptions, but also by numerous
literary works, which were composed or copied during
this period. A great number of Jain savants, of this
pericd, were inhabitants of Gujarat. Let us first discuss the
condition of this religion in Gujarat in the eleventh century.

The Varupa$armaka grant of 975 A.D, proves that
Camupdarija, the son of Mglardja, had a soft corner for
the religion of the Jinas, However, this grant was issued
by him as a ywvar@dja during the reign of his father, No
inscription, issued during the actual reign of Camundarija,
(99€-1008) is known, However, the evidence of the
Varupadarmaka grant, regarding Camupdaraja’s weakness
for the Jain religion, is corroborated by the evidence of
the Prabhavakacarita®, which represents one Jain munié
Virasori as his guru, We further learn from the same
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sourced that king Cimundaraja, who was childless, became
the father of Vallabha and other princes, because of the
spiritual power of that Jain muni, His minister called Vira
was also a devoted follower of this great Jain savant,
Hemacandra, however, in his celebrated Dyyasrayakavya®
describes this king as a devotee of Siva. His pilgrimage to
Varapasi, described by Abhayatilaka (1254) also supports
Hemacandra’s evidence,® It therefore appears that this
particular king, in spite of being a Saiva, had some genuine
passion for the religion of the Tirthankaras,

The next king Vallabha (1008 A.D.), who had a very
short reign of only six months,” was probably a good Sajva.
His younger brother Durlabharija, who also ascended the
throne in 1008 A.D., had a total rule of 14 years. This
king, undoubtedly, was favourably inclined towards the
Jain religion. From several sources®, we leara that during
his reign, a great debate took place in the Vikrama year
1080, corresponding to 1024 A.D. The debate was held in
the court of this king at Anahilapitaka. In this debate, the
. celebrated Svetambara savant Jine§vara, who was the chief
disciple of the great Vardhamanasuri, defeated the Caitya-
vasins® (a prominent Jain Sect). As a result of this victory,
Jine$vara came to be recognised as the leading exponent
of the Jain philosophy in Northern India. The literary
activities of Jineévara will be discussed in the chapter on
the Svetambara literature, After this debate, the group led
by. Jinesvara, came to be known as the Kharatara sect. That
Durlabha had definite passion for the religion of the Jinas
is also conclusively proved by the very valuable evidence
of Hemacandra, who describes him in his Dyyaérayakavya'®
as a disciple of JineSvara,

After Durlabha, the throne passed to his nephew
Bbima I, who had a pretty Iong reign of nearly 44 years,
The magnificent temple of Abu was built during his reignin
the Vikrama year 1088, corresponding to 1031 A.D, This is
kxnown from several literary and epigraphic sources.** The
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original temple of this place, which was dedicated to
Rsabha, was built by Dandadhipa Vimala, as we learn from
our sources, Vimala’s father Vira was a minister of
Durlabbaraja and was a disciple of the saint Virasuri, as we
-learn from the Prabhdvakacaritg.*® This Vimala was on¢ of
the greatest patrons of Jainism in the first half of the
eleventh century in Northern India. He had also great
deference for Ambika, who was the popular Jain mother-
goddess. The earliest known Jain inscription*® of this
temple.complex at Abu has thedate V.S, 1119, corresponding
to 1062 A.D., which falls within the reign-period of Bhima L,
A very good number of inscriptions belonging to the 12th
and 13th centuries A.ID.,** are preserved in this great
temple-complex, some of which will be noticed laterin
this chapter.

A recently-discovered Jain inscription®® of the time of
Bbima I definitely proves that this distinguished Caulukya
monarch was a patron of the Jain religion. The inscription,
known as the Poliyad plates, ar¢ now preserved in the
Rajkot Museum of Gujarat, It has the date V.S, 1112,
corresponding to April, 1056, The inscription records a
grant made by the king himself in favour of the Jain
monastery, situated in the city of Vayada, It also mentions
a merchant called Sadika. The grant is addressed to the
Brahmanas and the peopie of 116 villages, attached to the
city of Vayada. Lines 11-15 state that the grant made in
favour of the Jain temple-complex {Vayadadhisthana) should
be protected by the descendants of kings and others, Thse
writer Vatesvara of this inscription is also the writer of
another copper-plate of the same king,*® and the Dataka
of this inscription viz. Mahas@ndhivigrahika Bhogaditya is
also mentioned in the Palanpur plates'”, of the same king,

The inscription, mentioned above, does not say to which
Tirthankara, the Jain, temple of Viyada was dedicated. But
we know from Jinaprabha’s Vividhatirthakalpa® that
vayada was well-known for the temple of Mabévira. This
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is also confirmed by the evidence of the Kharataragaccha-
Brhadgurvavali**, according to which Vayada was quite well~
known for the temple of Jivanta Svami Mahdvira (Lord
Mahivira before he became a recluse). That work further
informs?® us that this temple was visited by the great Jina-
candrasiiri, the head of the Kharataragaccha in the Vikrama
year 1368, corresponding to 1310 A.D. This temple is
again mentioned®* in connexion with the activities of the
monks of the same gaccha in the Vikrama vears 1380 and
1381, corresponding to 1322 and 1323 A.D. On the
Viyadatirtha, we will have something more to say in the
chapter on the Jain Tirthas.

The Prabhavakacarita,?® composed in Vikrama Sarhvat
1334, corresponding to 1276 A.D., by Prabhdcandra, gives
the interesting information that the $Svetambara saint
Suracarya was a friend and cousin of Bhima I, The same
king also patromised Abhayadeva, the  well-known
commentator of the Anga texts.?® A few other Jain writers
of this time also received patronage from Bhima I and this
will be discussed elsewhere in this book,

Bhima I was succeeded around 1064 A.D, by his youngest
son Karpa 4 He had a total reign of nearly thirty years,
and Jainism continued to flourish in Gujarat during his time.
Although no Jain inscription of his reign is known, we have
a few dated Jain manuscripts of his reign. At least two of
them mention him by name. A manuscript of Nisithasutra-
curni®® of Jinaddsagapi was copied at Kdrlyagrama in the
vikrama Sasvat 1145, corresponding to 1087 A.ID, Another
Jain manuscript viz. Yogadrstisamuccaya®® of *Svetabhiksho-
rdcarya Haribhadrasya® was copied at Apahilapitaka in the
‘anspicions reign’ of Karnadeva in the very next yéar Le.
1146 V.S., corresponding to 1088 A.D. Quite a few other
Jain manuscripts®”, were also apparently copied during his
reign ; but the ruling king is not mentioned in the colophons

of those manuscripts,
According to the statement of Rajasekhara (1424 A.D),
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the commentator of Sridhara’s Nydyakandali, Karpa was a
patron of Abhayadevastri and conferred on him the biruda
of Maladhari*® We further learn from the Prabandhacinta-
mani®® that at Kargavatl (the town founded by Karga) there
was a well.known temple of Aristanemi, However, the
tradition®® that represents Karga as the disciple of Vardha-
minisiri must be wrong, as that Jain muni died during the
reign of Bhima I on mount Abu, long before K rpa’s
accession, Hemacandra, who flourished only a few years
after Karpa, states in his DyyaSraya®’ that Karga was a
devout Vaisnava.

The next king Jayasimha Siddhardja, who had a long
reign of nearly fifty years (V.S. 1150-1200)°* was one of the
greatest Hindu monarchs of Northern India of his time.
"Althogh a devout $aiva®®, he was at the same time, & sincere
friend of the Jains and this religion reached the zenith of
popularity during his long and prosperous reign., Let us
first take note of some of the important dated Jain manus-
cripts, which were written or copied during his reign.

A mannscript of Niithasitracrpi®® was copied in V.8.
1157 (1098 A.D.) in the ‘victorious reign of &r1 Jayasingha’
by a monk named Devaprasada at Bhrgukaccha (Broach),
In the Vikrama year 1164, corresponding to 1106 A.D., was
written Jivasamasavrtti*® by Maladhari Hemacandra, who
must be distinguished from his junior and more famous
contemporary, viz. Kalikalasarvajia Hemacandra, Maladhari
Hemacandra, according to a few contemporary sources®®,
exercised great influence on Jayasihha, We are told®”
that, at his suggestion, Jayasihha restored the annual grant
to Jain temples. We further learn®® that the great Caulukya
king set up golden knobs on the Jain temples out of
deference for Maladhari Hemacandra. This king also had
attended the funeral procession of this great Svetimbara
monk.?? Two other works*® of Maladhari Hemacandra
were written in V.S. 1170 and 1175, during the reign of
-Jayasithha Siddharaja.
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Another celebrated Jain philosopher of the early 12th
century, who was patronised by Jayasimiha, was the great
Devasiiri, who became a thorn in the flesh of the non-Jain
philosophers, for his great debating skill. The career of
this savant has been described in several Jain texts including
the Prabhavakacarita®*, Prabandhacintamani**, Purdtana-
prabandhasangraha*® and also the well-known play Mudrita-
kumudracandra.**  According to the Prabhavakacarita‘®,
Devasiri (also simply called Srideva) scored several
victories over his opponents in different towns of modern
states of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat, At
Satyapura, he defeated Sagara of Kashmir; the Saiva
philosopher Dhandha was vanguished at Dhavalaka; at
Nigapura (Nagaur) he succeeded in defeating the Diganmbara
philosopher Gugacandra. At Citrakita he disposed of the
Bhagavata philosopher Sivabhati and at Gopagiri,
Gangddhara. Devasiri, according to the same text, also
scored victories over Brahmin philosopbers Padmakara at
Pugkarini and Kyspa at Bbhrguksetra. At least one of these
successes of Devastri, mentioned in the Prabhavakacarita, is
confirmed by Mudrita-Kumudacandra.*® That play informs
us that the Digambara Gupacandra was defeated by
Devasiiti in the court of Argoraja of Sapadalaksa, who was
the patron of Yaéascandra, the author of this drama.

However, the greatest achievement of Devasiiri was his
victory over Kumudacandra, the great Digambara dialecti-
cian of Karpata country and the preceptor (guru) of
Jayakedin, the maternal grandfather of Javasimba.*™ The
debate was beld in the Vikrama Sarhvat 1181 at Pattana in
the court of Siddharaja. It appears that several savanots of
Gujarat, including the poet Sripala and Kalikalasarvajiia
Hemacandra, were present during this debate between the
two great giants, belonging to the two major Jain seets.*®
Before the debate, a mutual agreement was made that if
Devasuri was vanquished, the Svetimbaras should adopt
the views and practices of the Digambaras, but if the



JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA 7

Digambaras were beaten, they should leave the country.
According to the Prabandhac'ntumani®, the dvetambaras had
left no stone unturned to humiliate and unnerve Kumudra-
candra before the actual debate, Devasiri even did not
hesitate to send his bead pupil called Ratnaprabha to
disturb Kumudcandra in his sleep,®® We further learn
from the relevant sources that the queen-mother Mayanalia-
devi, who was at first a patron of Kumudacandra, as the
latter was her father’s guru, ceased to favour the Digambara
monk, because of the machinations of Devasiri and
Hemacandra. There is little doubt that Kumudacandra
found himself surrounded by his wily opponents in the
court of Siddhardja. The result was a foregone conclusion ;
we are told that Kumudacandra died a few days after this
debate. Had this debate been taken place in Karpataka,
the result would have been certainly different,

King Jayasimhha, we are told by our authorities®*,
honoured Devasiri in various ways after this great eveat,
According to the Prabhavakacarita®?, the minister Aduka,
with the permission of the king, buiit a magnificent temple
of Nibheya ie. Rgabha at Pattana, which was conscerated
by four saints (including probably Devasuri himself} two
years after that remarkable victory over Kumudacandra i.e.
in V.S. 1183, According to the Prafandhacintzmani the king,
after this victory of Srideva (this form of the name is used
everywhere in the Frabandhacintamani) accompanied him to
his house, after he had performed his adorations to the
temple of the Lord Mahiavira, built by the rich merchant
Thahada (who had distributed there lakh coics among the
beggats of the town immediately after this victory of
Devasiri).?® The king also, according to the same text,
gave the learned doctor, by way of reward, twelve villages
and a shawl and other presents, though he was not willing
to receive them. That this victory of Devasari was
considered very significant, is proved by the following words
of the great Hemacandra—"*
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“If truly the snowbright Devasiiri had not conguered
Kumudacandra, not a single Svetambara in the world
would have worn a covering on his loins™,

Among other achievements of Devastiri was the con-
secration of the temple of SImandbasvamin {a mythical
Tirthankara of the Mahavideha region} at Dhavalaka, built
by Udayana.*®* The temple of Lord Mahavira of Pattana,
built by Thabhada, which has already been referred to, was
actually consecrated by Devasgriin V.S, 1178 i.e, 3 years
before that famous encounter.®®

Quite a few celebrated Jain saints and literary figures
were also respected by Jayasirhha, We should at first refer
to the celebrated Abhayadeva Maladbéari, the guru of
Hemacandra Maladhiri., We have already seen that the
biruda of Maladhari was conferred on this saint by Karpa,
the father and predecessor of Jayasimha, This Svetﬁmba;a '
saint was indeed one of the most august religious per-
sonalities of Western India of the eleventh century. Am
authentic account of his achievements has been preserved
in the voluminous poem of Srl:andraswri, the pupil of his
pupil Hemacandra Maladbari, composed in V.S, 1193.
According to this nearly contemporary account®?,
Abhayadeva was one of the most dominant religious figures
not only of Gujarat, but other neighbouring states, We
are told that he never owned more than one suit of clothes
(in two pieces) at a time, and that he was as dirty without,
as he was pure and purifying within. Hence his name
‘Maladbhirin’®, the Filthy one. He was held in high honour
by the chief men of Amapa and Apahilavada cities, and at
his request king Bhuvanapdla remitted the taxes, levied on
the worshippers in Jain temples, This Bhuvanapila is
evidently identical with the Gwalior Kacchapaghiata king
Miladeva (1035.55 A,D.), who was also known as Bhuvana-
pala.5® This shows that even the Gwalior area came
under the influence of this teacher. We further Iearn from
Sricandra tbat at his request, king Jayasithha ordered that
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throughout all his dominions, no living being should be put
10 death on these five days—the 8th and the 10th of the
bright and light halves of the month and the 5th of the light
half. This shows that Jayasithha was very deeply influenced
by the teachings of this particular saint. Another king,
who was influenced by this great Svetimbara teacher was
Prthviraja. Sricandra tells us that it was at his suggestion,
that sovereign, adorned with a golden pot the Jain temple
at Rapastambhapura (Rapasthambore, near Ajmer), This
king is identical with the Cahamana Sakambhari king of the
same name j.e, Prithvirdaja I, who is not only mentioned in
the Prthvirgja-Vijaya®® but also in an inscription®® of V. S.
1162,

Sricandra also gives a long and very poetic description
-of Abhayadeva’s self-imposed death, We are told that even
king Jayasimha, sccompanied by his court, stood at the
western battlements of Apahilavada. to watch the funeral
proccssion of this monk, After the cremation, the ashes
were distributed among the eager people standing around,
for protection against fever and evils of every sort, Those
who could not get part of the ashes, were fain to be satisfied
with part of the soil, op which the pyre had stood,®*
Peterson also records a tradition, according to which
Abhayadeva had converted one thousand Brahmapas to the
Jain faith and afterwards caused a temple of Lord
Mahavira to be built in the city of Medats (near Ajmer).%*?

Quite a good number of other Svetambara saints and
authors were also honoured by Jayasirmha. The most
prominent among such saints was Viracdrya, whose,
.career has been narrated in the Prabhdvakacaritg.®®
According to this account, he was almost a personal friend
of Jayasimha Siddharadja ; in his successful career, spanning
over a number of years, he scored victories over the
Buddhists, Digambaras and some philosophers of orthodox
sthool. A number of celebrated Jain poets and dramatists
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were also contemporaries of Jayasithha and they will be
discussed in the chapter on the Svetambara literature.

We have already seen, that according to Hemacandra's
Dvyasraya, which is a contemporary work, Jayasifhha was
basically a Saiva. This is fully cenfirmed by the epigraphs,
and contemporary manuscripts where he has been given
the title of parame$vara. We have also the extremely
valuable  contemporary evidence of Hemacandra's
Dvyudrdya,®* which not only describes him as a worshipper
of Siva and also his excavating of Sahasralinga tank.®* The
FPrabandhacintgmapi®® gives a detailed description of the
great temple of Rudramahilaya, which was built by
Jayasirhha., But both the Dvpdfrivae®” and the FPrabandha-
cintdmani®® also speak of Siddharija’s deference for the
religion of the Jinas. According to Hemacandra, Jayasimhha
built at Siddhapura a temple of Lord Mahidvira and he
served the Sangha there, A number of ministers and
officials of this king were directly involved in the propaga-
tion of the religion of the Jinas. The most prominent of
such officers of Siddharaja was Sajjana,®® who was
appointed by the king as the governor (dendddhipati) of
Suridstra. This gentleman, who had an inveterate faith in
the Nirgrantha doctrine, we are told, devoted the proceeds
of the taxes for there -years, to building on the holy
mountain Girpar, a new stone temple of Neminiétha in place
of the old wooden one. In the fourth year, the king
summoned him to Pattana and asked him for the money
collected in three years. He offered the king money equal
in amount, which he had obtained from the merchants, This
greatly pleased the king. Afterwards, Sajjana presented
silken bansners to the temples of both Urjayanta (Girnar}
and Satrufijaya (Palitana), According to the author of the
Vividhatirthakalpa,”® the new temple of Neminatha at
Girnar, also called Raivataka, was built by him in the
Vikrama year 1185, Indraji’* refers to a lain inscription
of Sajjana at Girpar dated in the year 1176, the existence of
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which has been denied by Parikh*® and which has
apparently not yet been published.”® We have, on the
other hand, an undated Jain inscription”* of Jayasirhba from
Girnar, which does not mention Sajjana. It should here be
pointed out that Jayasimha had made Sajjana the governor
of Surastra after killing Khangara,”® We will have to say
something more on Sajjana in connexion with Kumairapala,

Another important Jain minister of Jayasimha was
Udayana, From the relevant sources we learn that he was
associated with Hemacandra from the latter’s childhood.”®
He was a fabulously wealthy merchant and is represented
in the Jain Prabandha literature as the builder of several
temples. One of his most magnificent achievements was
the building of the temple called Udayanavibira at
Karpivatl, which contained the icons of all the Tirthan-
karas,”” Regarding his famous sons, who played a vital
part in the propagation of the Jain religion, we will have
something to say in connexion with Kumdirapila,

Aunother important Jain official of Jayasithha was
Mufijala.”® He was also associated with King Karna’s
administration. He is mentioned as mahamatya in a Jain
manuscript copied in Vikrama Samvat 1146 during the reigo
of Karpa.”™® However, regarding his pious activities, we do
not learn much. Another influential Jain administrator of
this time was $antu, also known as Sampatkara. He was
associated like Mujijila, with both Karpa and Jayasimha.
The Prabandhacimtamoni®® not only depicts him as a skilful
minister but also as a devoted Jain layman. At Agahilapura
he had built a temple®®, which was named after him.
Merutufga®? also tells us a beautiful story, according to
which he had converted a corrupt Svetimbara monk, who
under his influence received ordination at the hands of
Maladhari Hemacandra. That this minister used to visit
Jain Tirthas is also proved by the evidence of the Prabandha-
cintgmani.®® 1t is also of great interest to note that this
particular Jain minister is mentioned as the administrator
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of Latadeda in a Jain work, written in Vikrama Sammvat 1179,
during the reign of Jayasimha.®* Yet another influential
administrator of this time, who took a keen interest in the
activities of the Jain church, was Ajuka.®® We have already
seen that he was present during that famous debate between
Kumudacandra and Devastari, He is mentioned in the
colophon of a copy of the Uitarddhyayana made in V. S,
1179 as a mahimBtya of Jayasimha.®® With his advice and
assent, Jayasimha visited Satrufijaya and gave a grant to
the temple of Adinatha.®”

Siddharéja, therefore, according to the above discussion,
was a true friend of the Jains and had a great number of
ministers, who were the followers of this religion. However,
his greatest and most intimate companion, in the later days,
was the great Hemacandra, who was popularly koown as
Kalikalasarvajiia ‘omniscient of the Kali Age’, Regarding
the date of Hemacandra’s first meeting with Siddhardja,
there is some confusion., According to Merutunga®®, the
first meeting between the two remarkable men took place
after Jayasiwha's conquest of Malava®”? in Vikrama Sagmvat
1182, As Biihler®® has noted, the verse with which
according to Merutunga, Hemacandra first greeted
Jayasimha, during their first meeting, is actually found in
the 24th pada of Hemacandra's grammar. It is, however a
fact, and as we have already noted, Hemacandra was
present in Jayasimha's court during the debate between
"Kumudacandra and Devasuri in the Vikrama vear Li§],
But it is quite probable that Hemacandra was then not
officially introduced to Jayasimha. The account of Hema-
candra’s first meeting with the king, as narrated in the
Prabhavaka:arita®* of Prabhacandra and Kumgrapdlacariia®®
of Jinamagpdana (V.S, 1492} appears to be somewhat fanciful
and Biihler too, doubts the veracity of their statements. ®®
In any case, it appears, that it is only in the later period of
his reign that Jayasijmha came to be aequainted with
Hemacandra.
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Hemacandra wrote his monumental work on grammar
entitled Siddhakemacandra during the closing period of
Jayasimha’s reign, We learn from the verse No, 35 of the
Prafasti of the grammar®* that this work was compiled at
the request of Siddhardja who was *“‘tortured by the mass
of the Sciences of words, which were too long, to difficult to
be studied and scattered”., The names of both the royal
patron and the author are preserved in the very title of
this great work on grammar, which is undoubtedly the
most practical work on this very dry and abstruse subject.
In the chapter on literature, we will have to say something
more ¢n this monumental work on Hemacandra.

Probably in the last year of his reign, Siddhardja visited
theJain Tirthas, situated on Girnar and Satruiijaya, He
granted twelve villages®® for the temple of Adinitha at
Satrufijaya. According fo all the available accounts, he died
in Vikrama 1200 and was followed by Kumarapala, a great-
great-grandson of Bhima 1.

Kumarapiala, who ruled from the middle of the 12th
century A.D., up to the beginning of the last quarter of that
century, was one of the most colourful personalities of that
age. According to the Jain literary sources,”® he was
almost fifty at the time of his accession. Probably in his
early career, he could not even dream of becoming the
successor of Siddharija, as he was only a very distant
relation of that illustrious monarch. But the impossible
became possible, partly because Jayasimha had no son, and
more probably because of Kumiarapila’s own mesmeric
personality, We are, however, not concerned with his
earlier career, about which they are so many stories,®” but
with his li‘e as the king of Gujarat, There is no proof that
he had any special love for the Jajns, when he became the
successor of Jayasimha, However, the relevant sources
indicate that he had few genuine Jain friends, including
Udayana and the great Hemacandra, who probably helped
bim to secure the throne of the Caulukyas, The role played
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by these two remarkable persons in shaping the career of
Kumarapila, cannot be overlooked. All the authorities
including Prabhicandra,®® Merutunga,®® Jayasinha®®® and
Jinamangdana®®* assert that the rich Jain minister Udayana
and the illustrious Hemacandra did everything to make
Kumarapila realise his supreme ambition. Hemacandra,
himself, however, has not said anything on his earlier
intercourse with Kumairapala, which is not unnatural. In
any case, there is no sufficient reason to disbelieve the
stories, according to which, Udayana, Hemacandra and a
few other persons belonging to the Jain religion,*°? made
Kumarapala, the king of Gujarat,

Kumarapala, who was a great conqueror, is uniformly
described as a devoted Saiva in the earlier inscriptions and
colophons of Jain manuscripts, The inscription?®® of Bhiva
Brhaspati found at Veraval (Somnath} and dated 1169 A.D,,
describes Kumirapila as the foremost of the Mihesvara
kings, According to his earlier Chitorgarh stone inscrip-
tion°4, dated 1150 A D., Kumairapila after worshipping
Samiddhedvara (Siva) donated a village near Citrakiata. The
Nadol grant, dated 1156 A.D., directly confers on him the
title Umapativaralabdhaprasaida,*®® This particular title,
showing Kumarapala’s actual religious belief, is repeated in
a number of contemporary colophons®*®® of Jain manus-
cripts, beginning from V.S. 1208. In a manuscript of the
Prihvicandracaritra*®® we get a new title viz. Parvatipriva
varalabdhaprasida. His contemporary Hemacandra also
in his Dvydéraya testifies to his zeal for the Saiva religion *°®
Merutufiga. a staunch Jain, also refers'®® to his love for
the Saiva religion and his “building activities, including the
restoration of the famous Siva temple of Somanétha.

But this great Saiva monarch, in his later years, gradually
came under the influence of the Jain religion. According
to the account in the Prabhdvakacarita**® it was Vagbhata,
the son of Udayana, who first requested XKumdirapala to
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worship Ajitasvaimir, the Jain Tirthadkara, when he was
engaged in war against Arnofija, the Cahamapa king of
4akambhari, Put we should remember that Arnoraja was
bumbled before V.S. 1208, the date of a Jain manuscript
entitled Pirjavidhana,*'* which refers to his victory over the
king of dakambhari, Kumdirapala continued to assume
$aiva titles, long after his victory over the S$akambhari king.
Therefore, it is difficult to accept the ¢laim of the author
‘of the Prabhavaka that Kumiarapidla became 2 Jain before
his final victory over the king of Sakambhari, Much more
important and significant is the statement of Yasahpala, the
author of the play Mohardjaperdjaya,**® who gives the
exact date of the conversion of this monarch to the Jain
faith viz. Vikrama Ssmhvat 1216 or 1160 A.D. The passage
containing this date of the Mohardjaparajaya, a play written
in the short reign of Ajayayala (V.S. 12:9-32) is quoted in
Jinamangdana’s Kumarag@lacarita,**® Since this wotk was
written by a contemporary of both Kumarapala and Hema-
_candra, its evidence cannot be questioned. It should further
be remembered that in a Jain grant of the time of Kuméira-
pala,1'4 dated V.S. 1213, found from Nadol in Rajasthan,
‘Kumirapala is not given any Jain title. In the Jain manus-
-cript entitled Prhvicandracaritra**®,dated V.S, 1212, Kumira-
pala is also given &aiva titles. Therefore, it would be quite
.reasonable to accept the surmise of Biihler that Kumairapila
‘accepted Jainism only after his conquests were over.13¢
Before we make a detailed discussion regarding Kumara-
pala’s religious activities after his conversion to Jain
religion, we should reproduce the relevant passages of
Hemacandra’s Mabaviracarita,*” which is the 10th parvan
of his celebrated Trisastisalakdzurusacaritra. These verses
.give 2 short yet autheptic account of Ku mérap?la’s religious
activities. Hemacandra here makes Lord Mahavira deliver
a prophecy on Kumarapila's reign. We are reproducing
below the passage :—**when, O Abhaya, 1669 years will have
passed after my Nirvapa, then there will live in that city
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(Anahilapura), the long-armed king Kumarapala, the moon
of the Caulukya line, a powerful lord of all. This large-
hearted one, a hero in the fulfilment of the law, in
generosity and in the battle, will lead his people to the
highest prosperity, protecting it as a father. Very clever
and yet of upright mind, is his majesty, fiery as the sun and
yet filled with the peace of the soul, punishing arrogant
attacks, and yet always ready to forgive, he will protect
the world for a long time. He will make his people like
unto himself, firm in the fulfilment of the law,evenasa
wise teacher trains 2 good pupil. Graiting protection to
those, who seek it, and like as a brother to the wives of
other men (paranarisehodarah), he will esteem the sacred law
above riches and as life, On account of his bravery, his
fulfilment of the law, his generosity, his mercy, his might
and manly virtues, he will stand without a rival. He will
conquer the region of Kubera, as far as the kingdom of the
Turuskas, that of Indra, as far as the river of gods, that of
Yama, as far as the Vindhya, and the west, as far as the
ocean, Once this prince will see, the teacher Hemacandra,
who has arisen from the race of Municandra, in the
Vajrasakha, Delighted at the sight of him, as the peacock is
delighted at the appearance of the clouds (taddardanst
pramuditah kekivambudadar$anar), this good man will hasten
to do honour daily to that monk. This king will go with
his minister of the Jaina faith to honour that Suri, whilst
the latter is preaching in the temple of the Jina about the
sacred law. There be will, though ignorant of the truth,
pray to the god, and honour that teacher with a naturally
pure heart, After he has heard with delight, the noble
sermon about the law from his lips, he will take the minor
vows and will then strive after the vow of perfection. After
enlightenment has come to him, he will learn to live the life
of the faithful, and resting in the audience-chamber, will
ever delight himself with the speeches about the sacred law.
He will keep everyday to the vows, particularly to those
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relating to rice, vagetables, fruits and others, and will
generally practise chastity. This wise man will not only
avoid courtesans, but will admonish his lawful wives to
practise chastity. According to the instruction of that monk
( Hemacandra ), he, who knows the general principles ( of
the faith ), the doctrine of that, which has soul, and of that,
which has no soul, and so forth, will, like a teacher, pre-
cure enlightenment for others also. Even the Brahmanas
of the Papduranga (sect) and others, who hate the Arhat,
will, at his command, become equal to those, who are born
in the faith. This man, learned in the law, will, after having
taken the vow of a believer, not take his meals, without
having worshipped in the Jaina temples, and without having
bowed before the teachers. He will not take the property
of men, who have died, without leaving sons {eputramria-
pursdi sa dravigarn na grahispati)., That is the result of
right insight, for {( only ) those without insight, are never
satisfied. He himself will give up hunting, which ¢ven the
Papdus and others did not give up; and all other people
will give it up, at his command. As he has prohibited the
harming of living creatures, there can be no thought of
injury and other things like that ; even a man of the lowest
birth, will not kill even bugs, lice and the like. After he
has forbidden hunting, game of all kinds will chew the cud
in the forest, undisturbed as cows in the cow-shed, He,
who equals Indra in might, will always insist upon the care
of all living beings, whether they live in water, or land
ot in air, Even the creatures, which eat from their birth,
will, as a result of his command, forget the very mention
of meat like evil dream, - Spirituous drinks (the enjoyment
of which ) has not been given up by the Dadirhas, though
they believe in the Jina, will be prohibited everywhere by
this (prince) with the pure soul, So thoroughly will he stop
the preparation of spirituous drinks throughout the world,
that even the potter will no Ionger make liquor jugs. The

drunkards, who ars impoverished because of their passion
q
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for intoxicants, will prosper again, after they have given
up drink athis command. He will destroy the very name
of dice, which Nala ard other princes had not given up,
like the name of a personal fce, So long as his glorious
reign lasts, there will be no pigeor-race and no cock-fights,
In almost every village, he, whose wealth is immeasurable,
will adorn the eatth with temples of Jina.**® On the whole
earth, as far as the ocean, he will cause the statues of the
Arhat, to be borne in procession on cars, in every village,
in every town, After he had continually given away money,
and redeemed every one’s cebts, he will introduce his era
on the earth. .. Through his devotion to the Gods, king
Kumarapala will resemble thy father; O Abhaya, in the
Bharata Land.**®”

We should remember that the above-quoted verses were
written in the very life-time of Kumarar ala, by a person
who was looked upon as the greate:t literary figure of that
day. We have also seen that, according to the very reliable
account of the Mohardjopardjaya, Kumarapila became a Jain
in the Vikrama 1216, correpending to 1160 A.D. He w:zs
then an old manp, being in his late sixties.**¢ According
to the upanimous testimony of all Jain writers, he embraced
Jainism under the icfluence of Hemacandra. As noticed
earlier, beth the works viz the Trisagsi Salakapurusacaritra and
Mol ar@japardjaya represent Hemacandra as the preceptor
of Kumrararila. Another work of Hemacandra viz, the
Yogadactira pointedly relets 1o the fact, that it was written
at the 1equest of the Caulukya king Kumarapala***, This
is also confirmed by the colophon of the Trisastisalakit-
purusacaritra*®®,

A careful analysis of our long quotation from Hema-
candra’'s Mahdviracarita would confirm the statement of
Biihler2®® that Kumararala did his best to make his
kingdcm a ‘model Jain-state’., The emphasis on Ahirhsa, as
outlined in the above-mentioned work, shows that this king
in the later part of his life, fully renounced his ancestral
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Saiva religion and became a diehard Jain. In the earlier
Dvydsraya'®* also, we are told, that Kumarapala com pletely
forbade the sacrifice of life, Even the Brihmanas were
not allowed to sacrifice lives in ygjfias. The trade of those,
who sold flesh was stopped ; but they were given adequate
compensation. This account of the Dvyasraya (which was
apparently written*?* after V. §. 1216, the year of Kumara-
pala’s conversion), is fully confirmed by all works,
beginning with the Mahaviracarita. Even the men of lowest
birth (antyaje) were not allowed to kill lice, bugs and the
like. All living beings were taken care of and hunting was
totally forbidden, The voluminous Kumarapalapratibodha™*®®
also refers 1o the amiri, promulgated by Kumiarapala, This
particular work was written only a few years after the
death of Kumarapala, The Prabhdvekacarita®®” informs us
that one Laksa, the bearer of betel-bow (sthegidhara) of
Kelhaga, the prince of Naddila, was put to death for placing
a dish of raw meat before the Lolirka Caitya of
Apnahilapura, According to another interesting story, told
in the Prabgndhacintdmani,**® a rich man of Sapadalaksa once
killed a louse, which was made over to him by his wife,
while she was brushing hair, The official whose business
it was, that no harm was done to living creatures {amarika-
ripasicakula) dragged the merchant to the king, who on the
advice of Hemacandra, was deprived of all his wealth,
which was used for building a temple called Yakavihira,
Such ridiculous stories occur almost everywhere in the Jain
literature, It should further be noted that the author of
the Mohardjaparajaya®® also pointedly mentions that injury
to living creatures was forbidden for twelve years. But
according to Merutunga?®, it was forbidden for fourteen
years.

A Stone inscription1®? dated in the Vikrama Sarvat
1209, corresponding to 1153 A,D,, of the reign of Rajadhiraja
Kumdrapala, found from Kiradu (the ancient Kiratakipa)
in western Rajasthan, records that Mabdrdja Alhagadeva, on
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Sivaratri Caturdadl and certain specified dates (including
Astami ad Ekada$i) gave security for the lives of animals
(prapinamabhayapradanari). The expressin amari is used in
this connexion. No life was to he taken, under penalty of
fine, for persons belonging to the royal family, and of capital
punishment for others. We should remember that at the
time of the engraving of this epigraph, Kumirapila was a
Saiva (he is actually given here his usual Saiva epithets).
It appears that Albapadeva himself took this vital decision
regarding amari. But it was surely approved by his over-
lord Kumarapile. We will have something more to say on
this feudatory king, elsewhere in this chapter,

There is another epigraph'®®, found from Ratanpur in
W. Rajasthan, of the reign of Kumérapala, which records an
order of Girijadevi, wife of Punapiksadeva, the successor
of Rayapila (Naddula Cahamana) prohibiting slaughter of
animals on some specified dates. The violation of the ordet
was to be punished with fines. On the Amavasya day, even
the potters were ordered not to burn their pots, It is
interesting to note, that like the inscription of Alhagadeva,
this epigraph also prohibits killing of animals on the llth
and 14th day of both the dark and bright halves of the
month., The edict was made public through Pitiga and
Saliga, the two sons of the Jain (susravakah) gentleman
Subhankara, a resident of Nadalapura, belonging to
Pragvata lineage. The inscription unfortunately is undated ;
but the opening lines prove that it was engraved duting the
rule of Kumdrapala, It should, however, be remembered
that this is a aiva epigraph. We should further note that
the epigraph of Alhagadeva, prohibiting animal-siaughter,
was also made public by these two brothers viz. Piitiga and
Siliga, the sons of the Jain gentleman called Subhankara.
That both these amari epigraphs were made public through
these two brothers, was overlooked by ail the previous
scholars. It is surely a fact that these two Jain brothers,
who were residents of the old town of Naddiila in the
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Marwar area of Western Rajasthan, took active part in the
movement againstkilling of animals, during the early period
of the reign of Kumairapila,

One of the most important reforms of Kuméarapala, after
he became a Jain, was to abolish the ancient custom®®® of
forfeiting the property of childless persons. In the long
passage from the Mahaviracdrita of Hemacandra, quoted
ahove, this particular reform of Kumairapala has been
pointedly mentioned, The play Mohardiapardjaya™®*,
composed only a few years after the death of Kumara-
palai®®, also gives details regarding this particular reform
of Kumarapala, In the comprebensive and the voluminous
work of Somaprabhacarya called Kumirapdlapratibodha'®®
{(or more correctly*®”, Jinadharmapratibodha), written in the
Vikrama year 1241, i.e. only some eleven years after the
death of Kumarapala, this particular act of Kumarapila is
mentioned. Needless to say, in the later works also, this
particular reform has been referred to.

Immediately after his conversion, the old king started
constructing temples, dedicated to the Tirthankaras. Two
magnificent temples, dedicated respectively to Parévanitha
and Neminftha, were built, at a huge cost, in the capital
Pattana. Tha temple, of Pargvanitha, consisted of a large
inner (containing the white marble icon of Lord Par$vanitha)
and 24 adjoining smaller temples, dedicated the Tirthas-
karas, A good description of this particular temple-
complex, known as Kuméravihdra, will be found in the
works of Somaprabhiicirya®®® and Prabhacandra®®®. It is
mentioned also by Merutunga**®, According to Prabhé-
candral*®, the opening ceremony of this large temple was
performed by Hemacandra, This particular temple has also
been mentioned by Hemacandra in his Dvyasraya**?. The
learned pupil of Hemacandra viz, Ramacandra, wrote a
grand description on this particular shrine called Kumara-
vikdradatakat*®. Anotber pupil of Hemacandra viz. Yardha-
managayi also wrote a poem, in praise of this temple called
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Kumaraviharaprasasti***. The second magonificent Jain temple
in the capital, -called Tribhuvanavibara, was probably
built a year or two after Kumaravihara. It was named
after Kumarapala’s father Tribhuvanapila, The centre
shrine was dedicated to the 22nd Tirthankara viz, Nemindtha
and there were seventy-two smaller shrines in that large
temple-complex. A useful description of this temple will
be found in the voluminous work of Somaprabhacdrya*4®,
We are told by the author of the Moharajapardjaya'*®, that
this temple was built for the expiation of the sin of flesh~
eating, to which Kuméarapala was much addicted, before
his conversion. This temple is also mentioned by Prabha-
candra®*”.

The Jalor stone inscription®*?® discloses the fact that in
the Vikrama year 1221, Kumarapala had built 2 Jain vikdre
containing an image of Parévanitha on the fort of Kaicana-
giri, belonging to Javalipura. We further learn from the
same epigraph that it was built by the king, at the request
of Prabhu Hemasiri, We have here an epigraphic confirma-
tion of Hemacandra’s close association with Kumarapila,
who is significantly given here the title of paramarhata (2
devout JYain). According to this epigraph, the temple of
this place was known as Kumdravihira, which shows that it
was named after this great Jain monarch, It should here be
pointed out that this epigraph is the earliest dated record in
which Kumgjrapila is given Jain titles. However, this
particular epigraph was incised a few decades after the
building of Kumaravihira at Jivalipura. The colophon of a
Jain manuscript entitled Jiatadharmakatht tathd Ratnacida-
kathat*® is dated in the Vikrama year 1221, This particular
colophon gives Kumirapala two important titles, which
fully confirm tbe evidence of the Jalor inscription. The
titles are Jinasasanaprabhavaka and Paramadravaka, Two other
Jain manuvscripts dated respectively in the Yikrama years
1227 and 1228 aiso give Kumarapala typical Jain epithets.
The manuscript, dated V.S. 1227, is entitled Santinatha-
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cqritra 1*¢ [t was written at Apahilapitaka during the reign
of su$rdvaka Kumarapila. The other manuscript, containing
the texts of the two works viz. Yoza$astra and Vitaragasioira
gives Kumirapala, the epithet paramarhatg*®*, It is highly
interestingtoaote that, according to the Moha @japa-3jaya*®?,
Hemacandra composed these two particular works, ex-
clusively for Kumarapila, In a manuscript of the Yoga-
Sastravrteit®S, written in the Vikrama year 1251, we get the
following information —*Srijinafanaprabhavaka Sri Kumara-
palabhiipa’avidhapitasya Sri Hemacandraswriracitasya Sriyoga-
$astraiya Vrettipustakam lekhitam'ti” The interaal evideace
of the Yogasastra and its vriti also indicate that this great
philosophical text was composed for Kumarapala'®*, by
that great master,

A temple dedicated to Tirthankara Ajitanitha, was built
by Kumarapila, on Taranga hills, some 26 miles north-east
of Siddhapura. Several works like the Pradhdvakacarita®®,
Pradhandhacintamani*s® and the Purad'anaprabandha;aigra-
ha'*" pointedly mention the fact, that the famous Ajitas-
vimin temple on this picturesque hill, was built by Kumdra-
pila. In the well-known Tirthakalpa*®® of Jinaprabha, we
come across the expression Tarane visvakotisilayarm Sridjitah.
This famous shrine was visited by the great Kharatara
Asirya Jinefvarat®®, in the Vikrama year 1326, correspond-
ing to 1270 A,D. His successor Jinaprabodha visited it in
V.S. 1333, corresponding to 1277 A.D.*®° The next Acirya
of this sect viz Jinacandra*®! visited the temple in V.S,
1347, corresponding to 1290 A.D.

Like all devoted Jains, Kumarapila made piigrimages to
the two great Jain Tirthas viz. Girnar ( Raivataka) and
Palitana (Satrufijaya). Somaprabhicirya in his Kumarapala-
pratibodha*®® refers to the fact that during his pilgrimage
to Saurdsira temples, he first halted at Girinagara ; however
for bodily infirmity he could not reach the top and seat
his minister Bihada to perform worship on his behalf. The
same author informs us that thereafter Kumarapila ordered
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his governor at Saurdstra to build steps for Girnar, which
according to the Tirthakalpat®®, was completed in V.8, 1220
Kumairapila's pilgrimage to Satrufijayais recorded both
in the Moharajapardjaya*®* and Kumarapalapratibodha*®®, not
to speak of other later works. According to the latter
work, Bihada repaired the temple of Rsabha, on behalf of
the king at this place

Prom a short episode, recorded in the Purdrasapratandha-
sangraha®®®, we can have an idea about some of the brilliant
Jain contemporaries of this great monarch, We are told
by its author that during his religious tour of the sacred
Jain places of Gujarat, be was accompanied by the following
persons—the son of Udayana viz. Vagbhata, who is given
the epitheat cafurvimdati prasade karapakah (the builder
of 24 great temples), Abhada (the merchant), Sripila of
the Pragvata family ( who is given the epithet Sadbhagdcakra-
varti ), his son Siddhapila ( the great poet), Koapardin ( the
treasurer ), Prahladana of the Paramsra {family ( the founder
of the town of Prahlidanapura ), Pratapamalla (the
daukitra of the king ), Chadaka { the billiopaire tycoon), Jina-
candra { of the Kharatara gaccha), Dharmasgri of the
Caitra gaccha, Hemacandra himself and a few other promi-
nent nuns. Some of these personalities will be discussed
elsewhere in the present work. However, a few words
should be recorded on the poet Sripala. This gentleman was
one of the greatest literary figures of Gujarat of that age,
He was the author of the Yadnagar Pragfastit®? of Kumara-
pila, dated V.S. 1238 (¢. 1151 A.D.), FProm this epigraph
we learn that he was the adopted brother of Siddharaja.
This is confirmed by the evidence of Somaprabhacirya, who
wrote his work in V.S. 1241, in the vasatf of Sripala®® This
particular work also gives a good deal of information about
his son Siddhapila, who was very close to Kumirapila,
The son of this Siddhapila was the playwright Vijayapila,
the author of the two-act play Draupadisvayarmvara®®®, We
should also mention here another very prominent Jain
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literary figure, who was a contemporary of Kumaiarapiala
viz, Ramacandra, the great disciple of Hemacandra,
popularly known as the author of one hundred treatises.
Regarding his tragic death, we will have something more to
say, later in this chapter.

Let us remember that Kumarapila became a Jain only
in the second half of his reign ; but in these fourt¢en years,
he succeeded in turning Gujarat, into a model Jain state.
Like Agoka, he became an apostle of peace, after achieving
glory in the battlefield. He was, however, extremely
fortunate in having a guru like Hemacandra, whose achieve-
ments will be discussed in the chapter on the Svetambara
literature,

Kumarapala was succeeded in 1173 A.D (V. S. 1229) by
his son®"® Ajayapala, who is generally represented in the
Jain literature as an enemy of the religion of the Arhats.
Although, he had a short reign of omly three years, he
succeeded in destroying a large number of Jain edifices in
that short rule, Let us here try to assess the authenticity
of the sources, which depict him as an arch-villain,

Merutunga, the celebrated author of the Prabandha-
cintdmani, has uniformly represented Ajayapila as a great
enemy of Jainism, According to him*’?, Ajayapila
destroyed a large number of Jain shrines, The Purdtang-
prabandtasangraka'™®  also supports the testimony of
Merutuniga, Rajasekhara in his Prabandhake$a'™ also
practically says the same thing The most heinous crime,
committed by Ajayapila, according to Merutunga, was the
exccution of the great Svetambaraz saint Rimacandra, the
famous disciple of Hemacandra, popularly known as the
author of ‘a hundred treatises (prabandhasatakarid), who was
placed by that *low villain of a king’ on a heated plate of
copper, The same treatment was meted out also to
- Kapardin, who was, however a Brahmin "¢ The Jain
works!’%, however add, how a few clever Jains succeeded
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in saving the famous Ajitanditha temple, built by Kumira-
pila at TAranga hills, from that iconoclast.

However, it should not be supposed that all the Jains of
those days, were against Ajayapila. We have theevidence of
the Moharajaparajaya'™®, a contemporary work, and written
long, long before the Prabandhacintimani, which describes its
author as a ‘swan to the lotus feet of Ajayadevacakravartl’.
This shows that Yagahpila, who was such an admirer of
Kumarapala, was also a great favourite of his successor.
Another Jain author, called Masikyacandra, tells us in his
Parsvanathacaritra,®™” composed in Vikrama Sarhvat 1276,
that one Vardhamina, was the ornament in the courts of
both Kumaiarapila and Ajayapila, and brightened the courts
of these two monarchs by his talks on the Jain philosophy.

That Ajayapala was a devout Hindu and a believer in
the Brahmagical religion, is proved by the testimony of the
Surathotsava, composed by the great Brahmin Acirya
Somesvara, According to Someévara,*”® -during the reign
of Ajayapila, there was daily worship of Siva and the
Brahmins were well-rewarded, We further learn from the
same source that Somesdvara’s father Kumira, a great
devotee of Siva, was a hot favourite of Ajayapala. It was
apparently during Ajayapila’s reign, that the paternal uncle
of Somedvara viz. Sarvadeva, had immersed the remains of
Kumarapila in the sacred Ganges.*?® It appears that
immediately after the succession of Ajayapala, there started
a Brahmagical revival, and this is also suggested by a line
of Sridhara’'s Devapattana prafas,'®° according to which
Ajayadeva caused the trec of the Vedic religion (Naigema-
dharmavrksa) to grow again, The implication of this
passage in quite clear. Apparently during the reign of his
immediate predecessor viz. Kumarapala, the Brahmanpical
religion had received & sctback, an inference, which is also
supported by a number of §lokas of the Brahmakhagda*®! of
the Skanda Purana. A crucial passage of this work*®?
pointedly mentions the fact, that Kumirapila had renounced
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Brahmanical religion, because of his hatred for bloody
sacrifices, performed by orthodox Brahmanas. He started
patronising the Jains and neglecting the Brahmangical rites.
An absurd story is told in this connexion ; that Purdna
further asserts that afterwards, Kumirapila once more
embraced Brahmapical fzith and began patronising the
orthodox Brahmapas, It appears that this story of Kumara-
pila’s renunciation of Brahmapgical faith, and hisreadmission
to that religion, was added to this section of the Skanda
Purana, some time after the demise of that king,and probably
during the very reign of Ajayapala, a sworn enemy of the
Jains, during whose time ‘the tree of the Vedic religion’
started growing again, to quote, once more, the words of
Sridhara. The very fact that the remains of the Jain
Kumarapala were immersed in the Ganges by an orthodox
Brahmaga, also indirectly shows that there was some sort
of religious revolution after the death of that king. The
Jains once more, became vulperable after the death of that
intellectual giant viz. Hemacandra, whose Vitardgastotra®®®
is actually referred to in a passage®®* of that Purdga,
mentioned abov:. There is reasen to suppose that Hema-
candra and his discipies were actively engaged in the
politics of the kingdom, during the Iater period of Kumara-
pila’s rule,*®® They were against Ajayapala’s nomination,
as the successor of Kumarapdla, This explains why he
gradually became anti-Jain. He was however murdered
after a reign of only three years in 1175 A.D.*%% It is
significant to note, that although, a few dated Jain manus.
cripts of his reign are known, he is not mentjoned by name
there,!®” We should aisc note, that Ajayapila, killed
another Jain gentleman, called Amrabhata, the son of
Udayana, 2 migister during Kumarapéla's time.*#®

After Ajayapala, his son Milardja Il ruled for two
years. We have at least one Jain work, which was defiaitely
written during his reign. The Digambara writer Sricandra
wrote his Apabhamséa work, called the Kathdkosa, during the
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tule of this king, Formerly, scholars were of the opinion
that this text was written during the rule of Malaridja 1.
Hiralal,*®® who first brought this work to the notice of the
scholarly world, erronecusly ascribed it to the reign
Mulardja 1, forgetiing that drikirti, one of the earlier
spiritual predecessors of the author Sricandra, is described
in the prasasti, as being honoured by Bhoja and Gangeya,
both flourishing after Maulardja I. Therefore, Malardja in
whose reign, the Kathakoa of Sricandra was written, is none
other than Malaraja 1, who ruled from 1175 to 1177 A.D.
We will afterwards see that Srikirti and monks of his line
are mentioned in a Jain inscription of the timne of Bhima 1],

Duriog the long reign of nearly sixty years, of the next
king viz. Bhima II (I178-124! A.D2,), the Jain religion, once
more, received a fresh impetus. We not only have a
number of dated Jain inscriptions of his reign, but also a
good number of Jain works, which were either written or
copied during his rule, Let us first take note of the dated
Jain manuscripts, which mention him by name. A mapus-
cript of the FParjusenakalpa®®®, was written in the Vikrama
Samvat 1247 at Bhrgukaccha during the reign of ‘Samasta-
rdjavalivirajita mahdrdjadhirdja  Umdpativaralabdhaprasdda
jangamajanardana Pratdpacaturbhuja Srimad® Bhimadeva. Next
we have a dated manuscript of the Yoyasasiravrttit®, copied
at Darbhavati, in V,S. 1251, during the reign of ‘Maharija
Sri Bhimadeva’. The third mapuscript of his reign, which
mentions him, is a copy of the Sadasitiprakarapavriti'®®,
which was written at the capital Anahilapdtaka during the
*reign of samastardjavalivira jita maharajadhirdja Sri Bhimadeva’
in the year V.S, 1258, Three years afterwards (V. S. 1261),
was copied a manuscript of the Jayantivettit®® at Anahila-
pataka during the reign of Mahargjadhirgjea Bhimadeva. A
manuscript of the Upade$akandalivriti, written by Balacandra,
was copied in V.S. 129> during the reign of samastaraja-
valipirvath mahardjadhiraja Sri Bhimadeva*®*. In the same
year (i.e. V.S. 1296), was copied a manuscript of the
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Sargrahapitikat®® of Malayagiri at Vidyutpura, tbe capitatl
of Mahimandaledvara Ranaka Viramadeva, during the
auspiciously victorious reign of ‘rdjgvalisamalarkrta maha-
rzjadhkiraja Srimad Bhimadeva®,

We have a number of Jain inscriptions, in which Bhima II
is mentioned by name. It should, however, he pointed out
that, with the exception of Kumarapala, no Caulukya king
was Jain by religion. However, unlike his father Ajayapala,
he was not an intolerant man and in spite of his Brahmanpical
leanings,’®® he did not prevent the devout Jains from
following their own religious practices. Among the two
important Mount Abu inscriptions of his reign, only one
mentions him by name.'®” The other inscription of the
same date®®®, indirectly refers to him. However, as both
these well-known Abu inscriptions of V.S, 1287 are
connected with the religious activities of the two famous
brothers viz, Tejahpila and Vastupala, we will notice them
elsewhere in this chapter,

A recently-discovered undated Digambara inscription of
the reign of Bhima II from Veraval'®®, proves that this king
did not hesitate to patronise the Digambara saints.
Unfortunately, the Jeft half of the stone slab, bearing the
inscription is lost, and as a result, approximately 28 letters
of each line are missing. A number of Digambara saints of
the Nandisangha, belonging to the lineage of Kundakunda,
have been mentioned. It further appears from this mutilated
stone inscription, that Digambara saints of this particular
Sangha were patronised by the Caulukya kings, beginniog
from Milargja . A temple, named after this king was in
existence at Apahilapura from the 10th century A.D.?°° It
has been suggested?®® that the earliest pontiff of this line
viz. Stikirti is to be identified with the homonymous
Digambara guru, mentioned in the Apabhaméa Kathakosa,
composed by Sricandra,?°? where that particular saint has
been described as honoured by the two great kiogs viz.
Bhoja and Gangeya, which proves that $rikirti lived in the
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first quarter of the 11th century, Itis of great interestto
note, that this particular epigraph, mentions the temple of
Candraprabha of Prabhasa, which was sacred to both the
Digambaras and the Svetimbaras, This epigraph quotes a
verse from Madanakirti’s Sasanacatustrimsiks,*°® composed
a few decades earlier, according to which, the water used
in the bath of the image of Candraprabha had the power to
cure leprosy. We should further note that according to
both the Vividhatirthakalpa®®* and the Purdtanapratanda-
sangreha®°®, the original image of Candraprabha was taken
to Prabbésa from Valabhi, just before its destruction by the
perfidious Muslim iconoclasts, in the Vikrama Sarhvat 845,
corresponding to 787 A.D.

The reign of Bhima II ecoincided with the religious
activities of the two great Jain ministers of Gujarat viz.
Vastupala and Tejahpala. Their activities have been
enlogised in innumerable works, written both in Sanskrit
and regional languages. Fottunately for us, the details
regarding the religions activities of these two famous
brothers, are preserved in the writings of a few writers,
who were their exact contemporaries. Therefore, there is
little doubt that these accounts are quite reliable, although
at times, there may be some exaggeration,

Although there is some confusion regarding the early
career of these two brothers,*°° it is quite evident that by
V.S. 1276 i.e. 1219 A D., they were in the service of Lavapa-
prasada, the famous governor of Bhima 1I, and his son
Viradhavala.?®” We are, however, not concerned here
with the political activities of Vastupila and Tejahpala, but
with their religious activities. All the authors, who have
written on them, have consistently represented them as
great champions of the Jain faith and a number of epigraphs
also have confirmed this fact, Let us first see what the
contemporary author Arisithha, the writer of the Sukrta-
sankirtana,®°® composed in V.S, 1285, has to say on the
religious activities of Vastupdla, The eleventh chapter of
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this book gives a very useful list of pious works done by
Vastupila, We are first told that he first restored the
temple of Par§vandtha at Anahilaviida, which was formerly
built by Vanardja in the 8th century, This statement of
Arisithha as Bithler notes,®*?? is alo supported by Jinaharsa,
the anthor of the Vasturalacarira,?*° written in V.S, 1497,211
Jinaharga further adds that the restoration of the temple
took place after Vastupdla had defeated the Muslims near
Abu, which according to Biihler,?*® took place probably
in A D. 1226-27,

Arisithha then enumerates the works done by the great
minister Vastupala at the famous Stambhatirtha or Cambay.
We are told that the minister, at first, erected a golden,
gilded fiag-staff on the temple of Bhimeda, This statement
has also been supported by Jinaharsa.?*® Then Arisithha?4
speaks of the erection of an uttanapatia before Bhattaditya
and of a golden wreath on his bead. Jinaharsa also gives
the same information.?'®* Then we are informed of the
excavation of 2 well in the temple-grcve. 1In the temple of
Sun-god of this city, Vastupdla, according to ArisizhhaZ2®
and Jinaharsa,®*” erected a mapdapa or vestibule, overlaid
with stucco, In the Siva Vaidyanatha temple of this town,
he repaired the mandara and also renovated the temple
itself. This information comes from both Arisimha??® apd
Jinaharga ®*° This shows that Vastupdla had also great
respect for the gods of the Brahmapical pantheon. We will
afterwards see that this great minister also repaired the
dilapidated Hindu temples ¢lsewhere in Gujarat, Next,
according to Arisihha,??® Vastupila erected high enclosures
for the sale of sour milk at Stambhatirtha, It is interesting
to note that this statement is not only supported by
Jinaharsa,®** but also by the Brahmin poet Somegvara.??2
It is probable that these bigh enclosures were built to
protect the wares from contamipation by the low-caste
peorle.®?® Arisithha then speaks of the building of two
asylums (upasrayas) for Jain monks.224 Somesvara in bis
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Kirtikaumudi®®® also rtefers to the fact that Vastupila had
built many pausadhaialas at Stambhatirtha, Lastly, Vastupila
built a drinking-hall with windows on two sides ;2?® this is
also supported by the author of the Kirtikaumudi***

At Dhavalakkapura (modern Dholka), Vastupila,
according to Arisimha®?® and Jinabarsa®?® built a temple,
dedicated to the first Tirthankara Adindtha, The latter
writer calls this temple by the name Satrufijaydvatara.2®®
At the same place, Vastupala, according to Arisizhha, built
a4 pump-room, a water-reserveir and two asylums for the
Jain monks. 252, It is interesting to note that at Dhavalakka-
pura that minister also repaired a Siva temple,?®® which
once more proves his catholicity.

The building activities of Vastupala at Satruiijaya are
enumerated in the next few wverses (XI. 15-26) of the
Sukrtasankirtana. We are told that on this mountain, he
built altogether four temples dedicated to Nemin&tha,
Pariva, Suvrata and Vira, Erection of all these four temples
are also referred to by Jinaharsa.?®® The first two temples
are also mentioned by the poet of the Kirtikaumudi.?®* The
verse 15 of the Sukrtasankirtana refers to the erection of an
Indramandapa before the original temple of Adinatha, which
is also mentioned by Jinaharsa.?®® That Vastupila had a
genuine love for the Goddess of learning, is proved by the
fact that on both the famous hills viz. Satrufijaya and
Girnar, he erected two statues of Sarasvati. The erection
of the first statue is mentioned by Arisithha®*® and that of
the second, in one Girnar inscription,®®” dated V.5. 1288,
Vastupdla also erected statues of his ancestors at
Satrufijaya®®8; he algo erected his own statue and also that
of his brother Tejahpila and the king Viradhavala,?®* Both
Somedvara®4® and Jinaharsa®*® coofirm this statement,
Among other things, which Vastupala built at Satruiijaya,
mention may be made of a golden forapa and several other
sculptures reptesenting the mountain  summits of
datrufijaya.?*? At Pilitana, Vastupdla excavated a large
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tank, built an asylum for Jain monks and also erected a
pump-room ( prap2 ).2** The, excavation of the tank has
also been mentioned by both Somefvara®‘* and Jina-
harga®*®. That indefatigable ‘minister also built a large
tank at a place called Arkapilita or Ankaviliya, which
Biihler identifies with the village of the same name, that lies
on the old road from Dholka to Satrufijaya®¢®,

Arisihha refers to the fact that Vastupila built on
Girnar, two temples, dedicated to ParS§va and Rsgabha®*7,
These two temples are also meationed in the Girnar ins-
criptions®4®, which, however, mention a few other Jain
temples, built by him on that sacred mountain. 1t has been
argued that Arisirhha wrote his poem, at a time, when the
other temples of Girnar, were not yet built, According fo
the Girnar inscription dated, V.S. 1288, Vastupila had built
a temple of Mahavira and several other beautiful scul-
ptures including those of Sarasvatl and a few Jinas and
also his ancestors®*®. The author .of the Vividhatirtha-
xalpa®*® also gives a vivid description of the building
activities of Vastupala and his brother Tejahpila on Urjae
yania or Girpar. It is clear from Jinaprabha’s account that
the temple of Paréva, built by Vastupila on Urjayanta,
was named after his father Afaraja, That writer also gives
us the information that the Adindtha temple of Urjayanta,
built by Vastupala, was called Saturdjayavatara. Vastupila
built a temple of Paréva®s® at a place called Stambhana
( probably Thamana near Umreth ). Jinaharsa,**2 however,
says that Vastupila had deposited 1003 dindras in the trea.
sury of Parévanitha temple of this place, for the purpose of
the restoration and not that he himself had erected it.

At Darbhavati or Dabhoi, Vastupala, according to
Arisithha,?®® placed gold capitals on the temple of Siva
vaidyanatha, because the old ones were carried off by the
king of Milava ; he also erected there a statue of the Sun-
god. According to Jinaharsa®®*, however, these works
were done by Tejahpila. According to Arisitmha, Vastupila

3
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built on Mount Abu, a temple of Malladeva®55. Malladeva
was the name of Vastupéla’s ¢lder brother, who died after
giving birth to a son called Porpasimba. The temple on
Abu was actually built by Tejahpala and not Vastupdla,
as we will see afterwards. We will bave something more to
say, on this temple, in the next section of this chapter.

Some very useful details regarding Vastupala's religious
activities are given in the well-known Prabandhacint@mani
of Merutunga, Unlike Arisithha, Merutuniga was a complete
bistorian, Therefore his testimony has a special importance.
According to him?®5®, Vastupila built at Padaliptapura
( Palitana ) a temple of Mahavira, At Modhera he built
two statues at the temple of Lord Mabhivira®®’, He also
built at the famous Sakunikdvihara {at Broach ) a series
of double courtyards, We are further told that at the holy
batbing place of Satyapura ( Sanchor), he built a silver-
arch and cells suitable for the monks and chapels, in
memory of his seven dead sisters. Merutufiga also gives
details?®® regarding Vastupala’s works at Satrufijays (also
caljed by the name Nandiévara), which are confirmed by
the account given by Arisimha. His building activities at
Urjayanta are also given by him. That Vastupila, like
Kumarapale, was respectful to Siva, is also evident from
Merutufiga’s account®s®.

All the relevant accounts show that even the Digambaras,
were on friendly terms, with these two brothers. According
to Merutupga®®®, some 300 Digambaras accompanied
Vastupala, when he, as Sanghapati, went to holy places like
$atrufjaya and Girnar, In connexion with one of Vastu-
pala’s pilgrimages, we are told**?, that the following monks
of different gacchas accompanied him—Naracandrasuri and
Jinadattasari of the Vayada gaccha, Santisiiri of the Shapde-
raka gaccha and Vardhamanasari, the Sun of the Gallakas’,
According to all the authorities?®®, Vijayasena of the
Nagendra gaccha was the guru of these two famous Jain
brothers. Arisirhha gives the interesting information®®



JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA as

that formerly it was forbidden to the Jain pilgrims to enter
the city of Vamanasthali ( modern Banthli on the way
from Junagarh to Prabhasa ). Vastupila had this “godless
writings” destroyed. This proves that even after Hema-
candra and Kumdrapala, there were regions in Gujarat,
where the Jaina monks were treated as persona non grata.

Jinaprabha, in his Vividhatirthakalpa®®* tells us that these
two brothers built 984 pausadha$aias, 500 ivory thrones
{ probably meant for the tirthankara images), 717 Brahma-
dalas, 700 satrakdras ( alms-houses ), 3002 Saiva temples
{ Mahe§varzyatanam), 1304 Jain temples, three libraries
{ Sarasvatibhandagara ). He also repaired, according to Jina-
prabha®®®, 2300 dilapidated Jain shrines. His religious
activities embraced a very large area and they extended to
Sriparvata in the South, Prabhasa in the West, Kedara in
the North and Virapasl in the East, Most of these details,
supplied by Jinaprabha, are confirmed by both Rija-
$ekhara®*® and Jinahaiga®®?. The author or the Praban-
dhakosa®®® further informs us that three libraries of Vastu-
pila were set up respectively at Dholka, Stambhatirtha
{ Cambay ) and Pattana ( Patan ).

Some other interssting details, regarding Vastupala's
religious activities, are supplied by Jinaharsa in his Vastu-
pdlacarita®®®, According to him, Vastupila set up the
images of Vira and Santi at Aéapalli; in the same town,
he set up the images of the principal deities in the temples
of Santu and Viayatiya; Tejahpila, his brother, set up the
image of milandyaka ( principal deity ) in the Jain temple
at Tharipadra ; at Serisa near Kalol ( North Gujarat),
Vastupila set up the images of Neminatha and Parévanatha,
At Vijapur ( Rajasthan ) he placed golden knobs on the
temples of Mahdvira and Adindtha, On the Taranga hills,
he set up the images of Adinitha and Nemiratha in Kumara-
pala’s temple. In his native place, he repaired all the Jain
and non-Jain temples. At Mindal, he built a temple of
Adipatha. At Agahilapattana, he set up the image of the
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Midanayaka in the temple of Paficisara -Parévapitha ; at
Bhimapalli, he built a chariot to take out the images of Jina
in the public, At Prahladanapura or Pilapapura and
Candrdvati, he built two Jain shrines. In the temples of
Avanti and Nasik, he set up the images of the Tirthankazas.
At Khadiralaya, he built the temples of Adinitha and Maha-
vira ; at Jhavat, he built a temple of Nemindtha and at
dankhapura, he built a temple of Santinatha.

Regarding the poets, who were patronised by Vastupéla
and Tejahpala, we have to say many things in a later
chapter. But it should be mentioned here, that both Gf them
were great patrons of literature, Vastupéla, in particular,
was himeelf an accomplished poet, being the author of
the Naranarayapdnanda and other shorter poems, It should
here he emphasised that even non-Jain literary figures like
Somesdvara and Harihara were his intimate friends®7°.
Among the Jain poets, who were patronised by these
brothers, we should mention Ya$ovira, Arisimha, Amara-
candra, Udayaprabha, Bilacandra etc.

The great Vastupila died in V.S. 1296 or 1240 A. D,
and his brother Telappala, died, in all probability, in the
vikrama year 1304 or 1248 A. D27

Regarding the religious leanings of Viradhavala, who
was the patron of these two great ministers, we can say
this much, that he was greatly respected by the Jains.
Since his images appear in the buildings, erected by his
Jain ministers, we can take it for granted, that he was
favourably inclined towards Jainism. The Darbhavati
Pradasti, included in Vastapalacarita®™* of Jinaharsa, men-
tions a Jain temple called, VireSvara, which was named
after Viradhavala.

The next king Visaladeva ( V. S. 1295 to 1318 ), was de-
finitely not favourably inclined towards the religion of the
Jinas, During his reign, he appointed a Brahmin as Chief
Minister, who replaced Tejahpdla®"®, According to a story,
recorded by Rajaéekhara®”*, the uncle of this king, called
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Simha, was an enemy of the Jains. A manuscript®’®, dated
V.S. 1303, shows that up to that year Tejahpala wasthe
mahamaiya of Visaladeva, Shortly after this date, we find
a Brahmin called Nagada acting as the mahamatya®"® of
Visaladeva, However a number of Jain manuscripts were
written during his reign®"",

The reign of Visaladeva coincided with the activities of
another great Jain layman, called Jagadu, who was an
immensely rich merchant. His pious activities have been
told in a l4th-century work called the Jagaducgrita®"®.
The authenticity of this work, written by Sarvananda, is
proved by the fact, that it correctly represents both Visala-
deva of Gujarat and Sultan Nasiruddin of Delhi as Jagadu’s
contemporaries??®, Jagadu’s pious achievements are also
related in another l4th-century work called the Upadela-
tarangini*®®, composed by Ratnamandira, According to
the Jagaducarita®®*, a number of the religious activities of
this Jain merchant, were done at Bhadreévara in Cutch. We
are told that he adorned at this town, the sacred temple
of Viranitha with a golden knob and a gold staff. He also
built a new temple at that town containing 24 images of
Tirthankaras. He gave a gold covering for the image of
Pardvanitha in the same place, and also repaired the tanks,
built by king Kumarapila and Milarija and the step-well
of Karpa at Bhadredvara. Jagadu, we are further told, made
a garden for supplying flowers for the worship of Jine
icons at Bhadre$vara. Among his other pious works at
Bhadresvara, we can mention the building of Paugadhaald
and a mosque for the Muslims. This spirit of catholicity,
which was utterly absent in Muslim rulers of those days,
was also shown by Vastupila, -the great Jain minister of
Viradhavala?®?, and much earlier by the celebrated Jaya-
sirhha Siddharaja®®®, At Vardhamina ( modern Wadhawana
in Saurdgtra ), according to the poet, Jagadu built two Jain
temples. At other places also, he built Jain temples. This
celebrated merchant also made three pilgrimages to Girnar
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and Satrpfijaya. This pious merchant came to the rescue
of contemporary Muslim and Hindu rulers like Nasiruddla
and Visaladeva in the Vikrama years 1313-15 by supply-
ing them huge quantity of grains from his own granaries?®*.

After Visaladeva, the next Vidghela ruler Arjunadeva
ruled from V. S, 1318 to 1331, Several Jain manuscripts of
his reign are known, In V.S, 1318 the 7th parvan of Hema-~
candra’s Trisastisalakapurusacarita was copied during the
reign of Mahdrdigdhiraja Sridrjunakalyznavijayardjye®®®. In

"the very next year ( 'V, 5. 1319), a copy of Katharatnasdgara
by Naracandrasari was made at Sripattana during the
victorious reign of Maharijadhiraja Arjunadeva®®®. We
have also Jain manuscripts of his reign dated V, S, 1325,
1326, 1327, 1329 etc.28" We have also a Jain inscription®8®
from Girnar of his reign dated V. 8, 1330, when Pidlha was
transacting the business of seal in Sauristra, It records
the grant of the right of engraving inscriptions in the temple
of Nemindtha and other sacred places on the hill of Girnar,
to sitradhara Haripala, son of sigfradhara Gora, belonging to
Meviada community by Udayaprabha and other Jain priests
and the paficakula, headed by Dhaadbd, That Arjunadeva was
friendly towards the Jains, is also proved by the fact, that he
bitterly mourned the death of the Jain merchant Jagadu.?9®

The next ruler Sdrangadeva?®® ryled for twenty years
( 1275-95 A.D. ), and several great Jain poets and writers
were his contemporaries. The earliest Jain work of his
reigo is the Satakatippanaka®®* by Municandra, which was
composed in V,S. 1334 at Sripattana ( Patan ). Next, we
have a copy of the 20th Book of Hemacandra's Dvyasrdya-
kavya, written in V. 8. 1335 at the same place®®?, Manus-
cripts of other Jain works of his reign, are dated in V, S,
1336, 1339, 1343, 1346, etc??®.

During the time of this king, a remarkable family of
merchants, originally hailing from Avanti janspada, served
the cause of Jainism for several generations. A 14th century
work called the Upadefatarangini®®* represents a merchant
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called Deda, his son Pethagda and his grandson Jhapnjhana
as great patrons of this religion, For his generosity, Dzda
came to be called by the name ‘Kanakagiri’®**®, At Deva-
giri he had built a Paugadhasald for the Jain monks. His
son Pethada had, as his guru, Dharmaghosasfiri, and on the
advice of that Jain saint, Pethada, we are told, built 84 Jain
shrines in different places of India. A perusal of the rele-
vant $lokas, quoted from the Upadedataranginl by Desai®®®,
shows that even at places like Hastinipura, Sarpiaraka,
Jalandhara, Setubandha, Pratigthina etc, he built Jain
temples. The temple at Devagiri with an image of Lord
Mahivira was completed in V.8. 1335. He also built on
Satruﬁjaya, a temple of Sintinitha, His son Jhanjhana was
also a disciple of Dharmaghosasari and built several Jain
temples and visited along with his guru several Jain tirthas
~of Rajasthan and Gujarat. His meeting with king Saranga-
deva in V.8. 1340 is recorded in the Upadesataraagipi®®”.
We will afterwards see that in a Jain inscription from
Mount Abun, dated V.S, 1350, Sarangadeva is mentioned as
the suzerain king. Regarding the Jain writers, who flouri-
shed during this period, we will have to say something in
the chapter on Literature,

SECTION B: JAINISM IN RAJASTHAN

As we have already seen in the first volume of the
present work, Jainism became popular with masses in
Rajasthan, even from pre-Christian times. Like Gujarat,
the marchant community, in particular, strongly espoused
the cause of this religion, which was basically based on the
doctrine of Ahithsd. From quite early times, several places
of Rajasthan came to be associated with this religious
system, and even now some of those places are known as
Jain Tirthas. We will have to take cognizance of these
sacred places, associated with Jainism, in a separate chapter
of the present volume. Let us first discuss the position of
this religion, during the time of the various branches of the
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Cahamina dynasty, We should note that this particular
dynasty ruled in major areas of Rajasthan, in the period
under roview,

(i Jainism During the Sakambhari Cahamanas :—The
dakambhari Cihamanas were the most important among
the various branches of the Cahamana family, Almost all
the kings of this dynasty were strong champions of
traditional Hinduism. The very reliable work Prihvirdia-
vifaya (1200 A.D.), represents the early rulers of this
dynasty as good Saivas.?®® But they were never hostile to
other religious systems. This is indirectly proved by a
number of Jaina Tirthas, which existed in the Cahaména
kingdom, from early medieval times. Some of these rirthas
will be discussed in a later chapter of the present work,
The earliest Sakambhari ruler, who did something for the
Jain religion, was Prthyirdja 1 (early 12th cemtury). We
learn from the Munisuvratacarita (V.S. 1193) and some other
works that Prthvirdja I had golden cupolas put on the Jain
temples of Ranathambhor 2°® This definitely proves that
Prthviraja 1, who assumed high titles,®°° and who basically
was a Saiva,®°? had also some genuine respect for the
religion of the Jinas,

The next ruler of this family viz. Ajayardja was, like his
father, Prthvirdja I, bad some genuine love for the religion
of the Jinas. This is known from more than one source.
We learn from the Kharataragacchapaftivali®*®? of Jinapila
that he permitted the Jains to build temples in the newly-
founded city of Ajayameru (Ajmer). The same work
informs us that he presented & golden Kalada to the temple
of Par§vanatha of that place.®®® The same king, according
to another source,’®* acted as a judge in the religious
discussion between the Svetambara saint Dharmaghogasiri
and his Digambara opponent Gupacandra. The city of
Ajayameru, which was first built by this king, was known
as a strong centre of Jainism from early mediaeval times,
According to the very well-known Bijolia Rock inscrip-



JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA 41

tion®°* of 1170 A D,, a great temple, dedicated to Lord
Vardhamdna was built, in the first half of the 12th century
at Ajayameru, by several members of a Jain family,
belonging to Priagvaia kula. It is interesting to note that
this very temple of Ajmer has been mentioned in an
inscription of V.S. 1221, found from Phalodhi (ancient Phala-
vardhika),®°® Several early Jain manuscripts were copied
at Ajayameru. The earliest of such manuscripts®°? s
dated V.S. 1207. Another Jain work called Upadesapada-
fika*°® was copied at Ajayameru during the reign of
Vigraharaja IV in the Vikrama year 1212, A third Jain
manuscript was copied 2t Ajayameru®°® in the Vikrama
year 1216, A somewhat earlier Jain manuscript was copied
at a place called Prthvipura, which was near Ajayameru in
the vear V.S. 1198, during the reign of Arporaja.8'® This
great town is also mentioned several times in connexion
wiih the activities of the Svetimbara monks, belonging to
the Kharatara gaccha.®*!

After Ajayaraja, his son Argordja ascended the Sikam-
bhari throne, Although a devoted Saiva®:2, he had some
respect for the Jains, According to the Kharataragaccha.
brhadgurvavali*'®, the great Kharatara Acdrya Jinadatta was
honoured by this king, He gave the followers of this
gaccha an extensive plot of land for the coastruction of a
temple at Ajayamern.®’* The Svetimbara philosopher
Dharmaghosa Siari received a jayagpaira from him after
defeating the Digambara rival Gupacandra,®’® We have
already seen that a Jain manuscript was copied during his
reign in the year V.S. 1198,

The next ruler was the parricide Jagaddeva, who had
an extremely short reign.8*® After him, another son of
Arporaja, viz. Vigraharija IV, ruled at least from V.S. 1210
to 1220, We have alreadvy seen that a Jain manuscript
was copied at Ajayamern during his reign in V.S, 1212,
We further know from the Dharmaghogasiristuti of
Raviprabha that Vigraharaja IV hoisted a flagstaff on a
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Jain temple called Rajavihara at Ajayameru.®*” This
surely proves his direct patronage of this religion. From
the same source, we further learn that, on the request of
Dharmaghoga Siri, Vigraharaja IV prohibited the slaughter
of animals on the EkAdasi day,®*?®

The next ruler Aparagiangeya ruled for a few days and
was succeeded by Pythvirdja I, the son of Jagaddeva. In
spite of his leaning towards Saivism, he, like his prede-
cessors, had a soft corner for the Jain religion, The well-
known Bijolia Rock inscription®'® of his successor
Somesvara, informs us, that he donated a village called
Morajhari to the Jain temple of Parsvanitha at Bijolia.
After Prthviraja 1, his uncle Someévara, the only surviving
son of Argordja, ruled from V.S. 1226 to 1234, His
patronage of the Jain religion is proved by the well-known
Bijolia inscription of V.S. 1225, which is probabiy the first
year of his reign, The same epigraph gives the informa-
tion that he donated to the temple of BRBijolia (ancient
Vindhyavalli or Vijayavalll, now in Bhilwara district of
Rajasthan}, in V.S. 1226, a village called Revagi.®2°

The son and successor of Someévara was Prthvicdja 111,
who was & remarkable ruler in every respect. That he
was deeply interested in the Jain religion, is proved by the
very valuable evidence of the Kharataragaccha-brhadgurva-
vali®®1, which gives a detailed account of the debate, held
in his court at Ajmer, in the Vikrama year 1239, corres-
ponding to 1183 A D, This account shows that Prthviraja III
had Jain officers like Ramadeva, who were held in high
esteem (rajamanyena) by the monarch himself. In the debate,
heid in his court, the great Kpkaratara saint Jinapati
defeated Padmaprabha, another Svetdmbara teacher be-
longing to Ukes$a or Upakesa gaccha. The monarch was so
impressed by the scholarship of that brilliant young scholar
(Jinapati was born®*? in V.S. 1210), that he travelled all the
way from Nardnayana ( ¢4 Kms N, E. of Ajmer }to Ajaya-
meru to bestow the jayaratra on Jinapatisiri. On this happy



JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA 43

occasion, we are told, Magpdalesvara Rimadeva had spent
16,000 parutthadrammas®*®.

(ii) Jainism under the Cahamdnas 6f Ngdol : The Ciha-
manas of Nadol?2*( in S.W. Rajasthan ), played an impor-
tant part in the political life of Rajasthan in the mediaevel
period. Some of their rulers openly supported the cause
of the Jain religion. The earliest Jain record of this dynasty,
appears to be the Sevadi ( 5 miles to the S,E of Bali) ins-
cription®®® of Asarija dated V.S. 1167, which is incised on
the lintel of the door of a subsidiary shrine in the front
corridor of the temple of Lord Mahavira at Sevadi. The
epigraph records a gift, made for the daily worship of
Dharmanitha, the 15th Tirthankara, There was apparently
a small shrine of this Tirthankara in the larger temple of
Lord Mahdvira at Seviadi, popularly known as Samipatiya
caitya ( see the second line of this epigraph ). The record
not only refers to the king A$varaja, who has been given the
high-sounding title of mahardjadhiraja ), but also to his son
Katukarija. A second and more important epigraph?®® from
the same place, pointedly mentions the temple of Lord
Mabgvira ( Virandtha ), which has been compared with
paradise ( svargasamoparr). It was undoubtedly a very
beautiful shrine of this town ( i.e, Sevddi or Samipdil ). The
epigraph bears the date V.85, 1172, corresponding to 1115
A.D. Like the former epigraph, it also mentions Afvarija
and his son Katukardja. The epigraph actvally records
the benefaction of eight drammas by the prince Katukaraja
on the Siva-rdtri day, in the month of Miagha, for the
worship of Santinitha, It is obvious that there was a smaller
temple, dedicated to this Tirthankara in the Vira temple of
this place.

It is intersting to note that this epigraph mentions
Sanderaka gaccha, which was apparently associated with the
town of Sagderav, 10 miles N. W. of Bali. It was an im-
portant Svetambara gaccha®??. The epigraph refers to an
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army general ( balddhipa), called Yadodeva, who was a
devout Jain.

The next important king of this dynasty, connected with
the Jain religion, was Rayapila, for whom, we have dates
ranging from V.S. 1189 to V.S, 1202. Five of his Jain epi-
graphs are known, and all of them have been found from
Nadlai ( eight miles to the North-west of Desuri), now a
small village. From the evidence of inscriptions, we now
know, that it was known as Nadiiladagikd and also Nanda-
kulavatl. The earliest Jain epigraph®2® of Rayapala’s reign
is dated ia V.S. 1189, corresponding to 1133 AD. It records
the gift by two sons of mahardjadhiraja Rayapila, called
Rudrapila and Amrtapila, in conjunction with their queen-
mother Manaladevi, The gift was of two palikas, out of
those due to the royal family, from each oil-machine
{ghanaka) and was made for the Jain saints in and outside
Naduladagika, The epigraph proves the involvement of the
above.mentioned important members of the royal family in
Jain religious affairs. It should here be noted that this
epigraph was originally incised in the old Mahéavira temple,
although, at present, it is dedicated to Adindtha®®*®,

Next, we have the inscription®®® of Riyapala, dated in
V.S. 1195, found from the Nemipsitha temple of Nadlai, The
inscription opens with the words oth namah Sarvajiidya and
this Sarvajiia here is Neminitha, the 22nd Tirthanikara. The
epigraph records that for the lamp ( dipa ), incense (dhipa),
offering { naivedya ), flowers ( puspa ) etc. of Sri Neminatha,
one Thakkura Rajadeva granted, for his spiritual merit,
one-twentieth part of the income, derived from the loads on
bullocks, going on their way or ceming to Nadlai. Then
a request is made to future rulers, for the preservation of
the grant, ‘The next inscription®2*, connected with
Jainism of the reign of Rayapala, is dated in V.S. 1200 and
was found from Nadlai ( Adindtha temple ). It records that
the rauta Réijadeva ( the same person, mentioned in the epi-
graph of V.8, 1185 ), who had come on the occasion of the
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car-festival ( Rathaydtra ), wade for the sake of his mother,
in the presence of the bankers ( mahdjanas), and other
people of the village, a religious benefaction, consisting of
one virmopaka coin, from the value of the y3ilas, accruing
to him, and two palikds of oil, due to him from every
ghanaka or oil mill, Tbe car-festival, as we have already
seen®3%, was a holy festival, of the Jains, like the Hindus
and Buddhists. Anpother Jain epigraph®®® of the same year
viz, V.§. 1200 ( belonging to the reign of Rayapala ), has
been found from the same temple. It records a gift to the
temple of Mahavira ( now known as Adindtha temple) at
Nadiiladagiki. The riwa Réjadeva is also mentioned in
this epigraph, The last Jain epigraph®®* of the reign of this
king, is dated in the Vikrama year 1202, corresponding to
1146 A.D. It was also discovered from the Adinidtha temple
of Nadlai and contains a record of the pious deeds of Rija-
deva, for the sake of the Mah@vira temple of Nadlai,

The next ruler of this dynasty, with definite Jain
leanings, was Alhagadeva, for whom we have two Jain
copper plate grants from Nadol, bearing the date V.5. 1218,
corresponding to 1161 A.D, The first copper plate?s®
records a donation of five drammas by Alhaga (called here
mahargtja) to the temple of Mahdvira, belonging to Shayde-
raka gaccha at Naddala Mahisthdna, It is apparent from
this inscription that Nadel was considered a great Jain
tirtha and the temple of Mahivira, mentioned here, still
exists at Nadol 2®® The second copper plate?*” of the
same date i.e, V.S. 1218, records that Ragjaku’q (king) Zlhana-
deva and the kumdara (the cldest son and the crown.prince)
Kelhapadeva, were pleased to give to the rajaputra Kirtipila
{the youngest son of Alhaga), twelve villages near Nadol.
We are further told that rdjgputra Kirtipale, on his turn,
after worshipping Divikara (the Sun-god)and Mahes$vara
(who is described as cargcara-guruk), granted a yearly sum
of two grammas, from each of the twelve villages tothe
Jina Mahivira of Naddiilai (Nadol). This inscription shows



46 COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF JAINISM

that almost all members of the family of king Alhana, had
great respect for the religion of the Jinas.

In the earliest part of this chapter, in connexion with the
great Kumirapala, we had the opportunity to discuss the
Kiradu inscription of Zlhapa, which he had issued asa
feudatory of Kumarapdla, This epigraph, not only proves
that Alhapa had a supreme respect for the Jain religion,
but his sons too, regarded non-violence as a way of life.
We are told in the last portion of this epigraph®®# that the
order regarding amari, issued by Alhans, was approved by
Kelhapa and Gajasithha, his first and second sons, As we
have already seen, his youngest son viz. Kirtipala was a
devout follower of Jainism.

Kelhapa, the eldest son and successor of Alhaga, was
also a patron of Jainism. We have already seen, that he,
as crown-prince, had approved the amari epigraph, issued
during the reign of his father. His earliest Jain epigraph®®®
is dated in V.S, 1221 and was found from Sipderav, some
ten miles North-west of Bali. This place is traditionally
associated with the well-known Shanderaka gaccha, which,
is also mentioned, as we have already seen, in an inscription
of Alhaga. This particular epigraph refers to a grant by
the queen-mother Analadevi to the milangyaka Mahivira of
this tirtha. A few others, some of whom were relatives of
the queen, who belonged to the Rash{rakifa family,*4° also
granted many gifts to the temple. It therefore appears that
the members of the paternal family of the queen-mother were
devotedJains. The queen’s grant was made from the king’s
personal property (rajakiya-bhoga). This proves that Kelhaga
himself had real love for the religion of the Jinas,

From Lalrai near Bali, we have two Jain inscriptions®4%
of the same date (V.S. 1233), belonging to the reign of
Kelhanadeva, Both the epigraphs disclose that there was
a temple of Santindtha at this place. This temple is now
represented by the ruins of this place, It is interesting to
note that, in one of the epigraphs,®4? Kelhana is given the
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iitle of makarajadhiraja. Both the epigraphs refer to the
two nephews of Kelhaga viz. Lakhanaralbha and Abhayapala,
sons of Kirtipala, who as we have already noticed, was a
patron of Jainism. These two princes, like their father,
were doubtless good supporters of the religion of the Jinas.
The first epigraph also refers to the parrd (festival) of
Sintindtha. This temple was undoubtediy an important
place of worship in this area.

The fourth Jain epigraph®:® of Kelhapa’s reign, once
more, comes from Sapderav. It is dated in V.8, 1236 of the
time of mahgrajadhiraja Kelhana, This epigraph discloses
the existence of a big temple of Lord Parévanitha at
Shapderaka, The fifth Jain epigraph of this king’s reign®**
also bears the same date, that is V.8, 1236, It refers to the
temple of Saficikddevi (at Osia). This goddess was the
family deity of the Jains of Osia. The sixth and the last
Jain epigraph®4® of Kelhapa’s reign is dated in V.S, 1249,
corresponding to 1192 A,D. It was discovered from Paladi
(Sirohi district). The epigraph refers to a temple of Lord
Mahévira,

(i) Jainism under the Cahamdnas of Jalor : Jalor or the
ancient Javalipura, was connected with Jainism, from pretty
early period.?#® A branch of the Cahamanas started ruling
at this place by the fourth quarter of the i2th century AD,
This branch was founded by Kirtipdla, one of the sons of
Alhapa, who, as we have already seen, had some weakness
for the Jain religion, His son was Samarasithha, for whom
we have two Jain inscriptions. The first is dated V.8, 1239
and is from Jalor.®*? This is an interesting Jain record as it
not only opens with an invocation to Nabheya (Rishabha-
deva), the first Tirthankara, but it also mentions the saint
Pirgabhadra, the pupil of Candrasiiri, who has been
described as the foremost of the Candragaccha, There is
little doubt that Candrasiri was the founder of this gaccha,
We are also told about the merchant Yasdovira, of the famous
$rimala family. The epigraph refers to the erection of a
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mandapa by Yasovira and other devout members of the
gosthi. Yadovirais further described as a paramadrdvaka
(line 5), which shows that he was a devout Jain, The second
epigraph, also from Jalor,®*® actually contains four
different dates., This particular epigraph has been noted
by us in connexion with Kuméirapila, who had originally
built the temple of Parivanatha on Kaficanagiri (Suvarpagirk
near Jalor) in the Vikrama year 1221, In the year V.S.
1242, we are told, this temple was rebuilt by Yasovira (son
of Pasu and therefore different from Yadovira of the earlier
Jalor epigraph of V.S. 1239), in accordance with the orders
(@defena) of mahdrdja Samarasithha. This directly shows that
Samarasitmha, like his father Kirtipila, was sincere patron
of Jainism, There are two other dates (viz, V.S. 1256 ad
1268) in this inscription, which speak of some other pious
activities in this temple-complex. 1t should, however, not
be supposed that Samarasithha was a Jain by religion. That
he was a devout Hindu and a.follower of the orthodox
religion, is proved by the famous Sundhka hill inscription,®4®
which mentions the fact that he had weighed himself against
gold during the Soma festival.

The successor of Samarasithha was Udayasimha, For his
reign, we bave no Jain inscription, but one dated Jain
manuscript, This work is dated in V.S, 1306(1243 AD.)
of the mahardjakula Udayasimha.®® Jinadatta wrote his
Vivekavilasa during the reign of Udayasihha.®*®** That
Udayasimba was a very good admirer of the Svetambara
religion is now fully proved by the evidence of the
Kharataragaccha-brhadgurdvali,?®® We are told thatin the
year V.S, 1310, the Kharatara Acdrya Jinesvara I}
consecrated, in the presence of Udayasirhha at Javialipura,
several images of the Jimas and other great Jain saints,
including those of his predecessors like Jinadatta and others.
In V.S. 1314 also, Jinesvara II was honoured by Udaya-
sihha,®5® The name of this king also occurs in the Pura-
tanaprabandhasangraka®®¢, where, we are told, that his
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minister Ya$ovira had caused to be built an image of
Mahivira at Candanavihira,?®® sitpated near Svarpagiri
(the hill near Jalor), Udayasihia’s patronage of Saivism
is known from Sundha hill inscription,®®?

After Udayasimmha, his son Ciéciga became the king of
Jalor. Of his four dated Jain records, historically the
Sundha hill inscription®®”, composed by the Jain saiat
Jayamangala of the Brhad-gac:ha in the year V.S. 1319, is
the most important. Although composed by a Jain, it is
basically a Hindu record, The second Jain record®*® of
his reign, comes from Jalor, dated V.S. 1323 (1264 A.D),
which refers to a gift given by mahatiara Narapati to the
well~known Candanavihira of Javalipura. This particular
vikdra is also mentioned in an earlier Jalor epigraph®s® of
V.S. 1320, Ratnapura near Jaswantapur has yielded a Jain
epigraph®®® of Céciga dated V.S. 1333. It records the grant
of a piece of land to meet the e¢xpenses of the festival of
Parévanatha®®® in the reign of mahamandale$vara Cacigadeva,
~ The oldtown of Bhinmal also has yielded a Jain epigraph®®*
of Ciciga’s time. It is dated in V.S. 1333 and refers to a
grant for worshipping Lord Mahdvica of this place. The
temple of Mahd@vira of this placc has been mentioned in
much earlier works..®8?

It should here be pointed out that the earliest date for
Cacigadeva is V.S, 1316 and not 1319, as supposed by
previous scholars.®** The earlier date is now supplied by
the Kharataragaccha-brhadgurvavali®®® in which year, we are
told, Jinesvara II visited the temple of Saatinitha on
Svarpagiri, near Jalor, during the reign of dri Cacigadeva,

The next ruler of this line was S&mantasirhha, for whom
we have several Jain epigraphs. These inscriptions range
from V,S. 1345 to 1359, corresponding to 1288 to 1302 A.D,
However, we have an earlier date for this king, supplied by
the Kharataragaccha-brhadgurvAvaii®®® and this date is V.S,
1342, In this year, Jinacandra III of the Kharatara gaccha
had met Samantasithha at Javalipura. The earliest epigraph

4



50 COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF JAINISM

of V.S. 1345, was discovered from Hathugdi (Godwar
district). This particular place, as we have already noticed
in our earlier volume,®®? yielded an inscription of the 10th
century A D, In the present epigraph®®® there is a reference
to a temple of Mahavira, although in the epigraph of the
10th century, a temple of Rishabha of this place was
mentioned. An inscription from Ratnapura, bearing the
date V S, 1348, mentions & grant in favour of Parévandtha of
that place, during the reign of mahdrdjakula. Samanta-
sithha.3®® Two epigraphs of the time of Simantasimha,
bearing the same date (V.S. 1352), discov:red from Barmer,
are also Jain inscriptions®7° and have the same language.
The temple of Adinatha of Barmer was visited by the
Kharatara Acirya Jine§vara in V.S. 1283, according to the
Kharataragaccha-brhadgurvlvali.*™  An  inscripijon from
Jalor,*"® mentions the temple of Pardvanatha on Suvarpa-
giri, which received some grant from one Narapati in V.5,
1351, during the reign of this king. The last Jain
epigraph,®”® which mentions this king, has come from
Vaghipa (Sirohi district) and bears. the date Y.5. 13359,
corresponding to 1302 AD. The epigraph mentions the
festival of $antindtha of the village of Vighasina. The last
known king of this dynasty viz. Kanhadadeva®'* was a
feudatory of Ala-Ud-din and nothing, practically, is known
about him.

Regarding the Cihamanas of Rapastambhapura, we can
say this much, that Jainism was not neglected by the rulers
and people of that place. That Jain temples existed in large
number in Ranastambhapura, is proved by the evidence of
a contemporary Jain work.?”® The great Hammira (1283-
130.), according to Nayacandra, in spite of his devotion for
the orthodox religion, did not forget to worship Rishabha-
deva, when he was on his digvijaya.®"® According to a
Digambara Jain epigraph, the saint Dharmacandra was
honoured by Hammira.3"® That a Jain writer like Naya-
candra is so full of praise for him, is also indicative of his
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excellent relationship with the members of that
community,®7*

Jainism wunder the Paramdras of Rajasthan :—Several
branches of the Paramira dynasty ruled in various places of
Rajasthan, in the period under review. We should at first
review the condition of Jainism during the rule of the
Paramaras of Candravati (near ABU). The first epigraphic
record of this dynastyis a2 Jain epigraph®7?, dated V.S. 1024,
corresponding to 967 A,D., which is found inscribed on the
pedestal of an image of Mahavira at Varkand in the reign
of Kyspardja, That in the eleventh century, Candravati was
a Jain centre, is indirectly proved by the fact that in 1038
A.D. {V.S. 1095) Dhane§varamuni, the pupil of Buddhisagara
and Jinesvara wrote his Kathdsurasundari at Candrivat]®e®
In later times also Jain works were written or copied at
Candrédvatl.®®' This place was also connected with the
activities of the monks of the Kharatara gaccha.®®? We
learn from the Vividhatirthakalpa®®® that this place was well-

known for the temple of Candraprabha, We are not sure
~ whether this town came to be named after this Tirthankara.
The temple of Rishabha at Candravati has been mentioned
both in the Tirthamala®** (1443 AD,) and the KB ®%% The
Jhalodi inscription of Dharavarsha®®®, belonging to the
Param@ra line of Candravatl, dated V.S, 1255, mentions the
Vira temple of Candravati,

Amoog the later Paramara kings of Candrivatl, Dhara-
varsha, who ruled from 1163 to 1219 A.D,, is particularly
associated with Jainism. His Jhaloqi inscription, already
mentioned above, opens with a prayer to Vardhamana, a
temple of whom existed at that time at Candrivati. We
have at Arasaya (Sirohi district) another epigraph®®7, which
mentions the setting up of an image of Sumatinitha in the
victorious reign of S$ri Dhardvarsha, A manuscript of
Jhdtadharmakatha®®® was copied during the reign ‘Sri
Dhardvarsha’ who has been described as a feudatory
(Kumarapalaladevaprasadaspada) of Kumarapala, in the year
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V.S. 1221. That the Paramaras had genuine respect for the
teaching of the Jinas, is also proved by the Jhalodi inscrip-
tion, referred to above, In this epigraph, the composer
Tilakaprabhasiri has been described?8? as *worshipped by
the Paramiras’,

Another later Abu Paramira king viz. Somasithha has
been referred to in two contemporary Jain manuscripts®??,
dated V.S. 1279 and 1289 respectively, A successor of
Somasimba, viz. Visaladeva, took personal interest for the
cause of this religion, An epigraph3®! of V.S. 1345 refers
to the bestowing of two fields for the expenses of Lord
Par$vanitha at Dattdpi, when Visaladeva (called here
mahdrdjadhirdja) was ruling at Candravatj, as a feudatory of
Sarangadeva (Caulukya). Another epigraph,?®? dated V.S.
1350, found on a stone in the outer wall of the temple No, 13
of the Vimala temple-complex at Abu, states that Visala-
deva, acting as a feundatory of Sarangadeva, bestowed in the
region of Ashfadagasatamagdala (Mt, Abu) a land grant,
The details of the land-grant prove that it is 2 Jain record.

The Paramdras of Banswara (Viégada) also took some
interest in Jain religion. A Jain temple inscription from
Arthuna (28 miles to the west of Banswara) has a date V.S,
1159, probably of the reign of Camundaraja of this line,**?
Another inscription,®®* preserved in the Rajputana
museem, recerds the installation of an image of Vrsabha
(Adindtha) in the reign of Vijayaraja, a king of the linecage
of Vagada Paramaras, in the year 1166 of the Vikrama era.
This particular epigraph refers further to the building of a
temple of Vysabhanatha at Uthaika (Arthuna) by one
Bhiishana, & pious Jain, some of his predecessors also were
good Jain laymen,

Jainism under the Guhilas of Rajasthan s We have already
seen in the first volume of this work2®%, that the Guhilas of
Rajasthan were good patrons of the Jain religion. Ameng
the later Guhila kings, Samantasimha is known from a Jain
epigraph®®®, found at Sanderav (ancient Shagpderaka in Bali



JAINISM IN NORTH INDIA 53

district). This particular inscription is found on a pillar of
the Mahavira temple of this place, which is also mentioned
in other epigraphs2°” There were also other temples,
dedicated to Tirthankaras like Santinitha and Parévandtha
in this place. Another Guhila king viz. Jaitrasithha is
mentioned in two Jain manuscripts,3°® bearing the dates
V.S. 1284 and 1309 respectively. The next king Tejahsimha
is known from two Jain epigraphs, one found at Ghagsa
near Chitor apd the second from that famous fort. The
first epigraph found at Ghagsa®*®®, is dated V.8, 1322,
corresponding to 1265 A.D. It discloses the name of one
Ratnaprabhasiri of Caitra Gaccha. This particular gaccha
is also mentioned in the Ratnapura epigraph*°° of the time
of Cacigadeva, dated V.S. 1333, which has also already been
noticed above, The Chitor epigraph*®* of Tejahsimha has
the date V.S, 1324, It is claimed that the stone, bearing the
Jain inscription, originally belonged to the temple of Lord
Mahavira of Chitor. This particular temple of Mahavira at
Chitor was connected with the activities of the monks of
' the Kharatara gacchs, from quite early times.¢®* The
association of the famous fort of Chitor with Jajnism dates
back from the days of the celebrated Haribhadra, as we
have noticed inthe first volume of the present work,“°® That
Ratpaprabhasiiri was respected by both the vaghelas and
the Guhilas, is apparent from the famous Chirwa
epigraph*®4, dated V.S. 1330, of the time Tejahsirha’s son
Samarasimha. This particular epigraph disclosesthe fact that
Ratpaprabha was honoured by both Vidvaladeva and Tejah-
sittha. Another epigraph*®® of the time of Samarasimha is
found at Chitor. It records the construction of a temple of
Parévanitha at that place, by the queen.mother Jayatalladevi
in V.S, 1335, The inscription further records a grant of
land by king Samarasithha for the construction of a
mopastery by Pradyumpasiiri. This surely proves the
personal interest, this king took, in the weifare of the
$vetimbara Jain religior. Samarasimha’s cordial relation
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with the monks of the Kharatara gaccha is disclosed by that
extremely interesting work the Kharataragacchabrhad-
gurvali «°®

(iii) Jainismin Madhya Pradesh : Unlike Rajasthan and
Gujarat, most of the Jains of Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh and other parts of India, owed
allegiance to the Digambara sect, As a matter of fact, the
&vetimbaras were never popular in the regions, now known
as Madhya Pradesh., Among the dynasties, which were
prominent in Madhya Pradesh, during the period under
review (1000-1300), we may mention the Candellas, the
Paramiaras and the Kalacuris. Let us first discuss the
condition of the Jain religion, in the regions, ruled by the
Candellas.

We have seen in the earlier volume*®” of the present
work, that Jainism was popular in the Candella kingdom,
even before 1000 A,.D. We have also seen that even the
celebrated Dhanga was quite respectful towards the monks,
belonging to the Digambara sect. Although we have
practically no literary reference to the Jains in the Candelia
territory, a few epigraphs, belonging to the time of the later
Candella kings, enable us to have some idea about the state
of the Jain religion in the regions, ruled by the kings of
this dynasty, Chronoclogically, the first Jain Candella
epigraph of our period, is the Darbat Sa&ntindtha image
inscription*®® of V.S. 1132 (Hamirpur district). The
epigraph is incised on a marble frieze, contzing a sitting
lion on each side. It records the installation of animage
of $anti (the Jain Tirthankara) by Sreshrhins Pahila and Jiju,
belonging to a group of hereditary ministers in the reign
of Candella Kirtivarman (C 1078-1100 A.D.). It also refers
to the Digambara sage Vasavendu. For the reign of Kirtivar-
man, we have apother epigraph*°®, from the famous Jain
centre of Deogarh, situated in the newly-created Lalitpur
district of U,P. The epigraph is dated in the Vikrama
Saihvat 1154,
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Next, we have a short inscription from Khajuraho,**®

which mentions Sreshrhin Pagidhara of the Grahapati family,
and his sons Sreshthing Trivikrama, Alhapga and Lakshmi.
dhara, all of whom were surely devoted Jains, The
epigraph gives us the date V.8. 1205, Por the reign of
Madanavarman, we have two Jain epigraphs, one dated
Vv.S. 1211 and the other V.S, 1215, The earlier epigraph*’?
from Mahoba, records the dedication of an image of
Neminitha, made by ripekdra Lakhapa in the reign of
Madanavarman, The second epigraph of the reign of
Madanavarman,**? dated V.5. 1215, found from Khajuraho,
records the dedication of an image of Sambhavandtha in the
prosperous reign of Srim&n Madanavarmadeva by Sadhu
Silhe, son of Pahilla of Grahapati vamfa, This Pahilla was
the son of Sreshfhin Dedu, The name Pahilla is found ia the
epigraph of Dhanga,**® discussed in the previous volume.
It appears that the members of the Vai§ya Grahapati family,
of the Candella kingdom, were dedicated Jains, and were
bent or promoting the cause of the Digambara religion, in
this part of Madhya Pradesh. The epigraph, under
discussion, also mentions several sons of Silhe viz,
Mahagana, Mahicandra, Sricandra, Jinacandra, and Udaya-
candra and adds that all of them were devoted to the
Tirthankara Sambhavanitha (Sambhanatham pronamanti
nityam). We have also a short epigraph*** from Mahoba,
with the date V.8, 1220, which discloses the name of a
dedicated Jain called Ratnapila,

From Mahoba, we have another fain epigraph,4t® which
not only gives the date V.S, 1224, but also refers to the
reigning king Paramardideva, who has been described as
the K@lafjarddhipati. It is interesting to note, that the
Candella king Paramardi is also mentioned in the colophon
of a Digambara work called Dhanyskumdracaritra,**®
composed by Gunabhadra, We further Iearn from the same
source that Gupabhadra was the disciple of Nemisena and
the grand-disciple of Migikyasena, and that his work was
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composed at the town of Vilasapurl, which has been
deseribed as adorned with Jina temples. This proves that
this particular town, which was under the occupation of
Paramardi, was a great Digambara centre and that the ruler
was, in all probability, a patron of this religion. We have
several other small Jain epigraphs**7, from the Candella
territory, which also show the popularity of the Jain
religion in this part of Central India, The large number of
Jain icons, discovered from the Candella kingdom, also
indirectly prove our poini, However, it has to be admitted
that Jainism was only popular among the Vai§yas and after
1300 A.D., it practically vanished {rom this part of India,
This is also indirectly proved by the play Prabodhacandro-
daya,**® which was staged before Kirtivarman, sometime
in the last quarter of the eleventh century.

The Paramaras who played a very important part in the
political and cultural history of Western Madhya Pradesh,
for several centuries, also sometimes extended qualified
support to the cause of the Jain religion, Let us not forget
that all the Paramira kings were staunch supporters of the
Brahmanical religion ; but at the same time, they wers
cultured and sensible enough, not to antagonise other
religious systems. Scveral places, ruled by the potantates
of this family, were intimately connected with the Jain
religion, and we also know of the Nirgrantha writers, who
wrote their works in the Paramdra territory.

Bhoja, the great, who started ruling from about 1000
A.D,%'? in spite of his Brahmagical leanings, had a great
catholicity of outlook, Before we discuss Bhoja's relation-
ship with contemporary Jain writers, we have to take note
of the available Jain epigraphs of his reign.

The first inscription, known as the Kalvan plates, ©?¢
was discovered from Nasik district of Maharashtra, It
refers to Bhoja’s feudatory Yadovarman and also a @manta
{who on his turn, was an officer nnder Yasovarman). The
inscription refers to the Svetdmbara dc3ryg Ammadeva and
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and also to the repairing of an old Jina temple, dedicated
to Tirthankara Suvrata, The plates also contain an
exhaustive list of various things, which were granted by
Amma for the temple. The other epigraph*??, found at
Bhojpur in Raisen district of Madhya Pradesh, records the
installation of a colossal statue of S$anti Jina: The person,
responsible for its installation, was a householder, named
Sagaranandin, while the ceremony was performed by a
Jain monk called Nemicandrasuri.

However, the above two inscriptions do not prove
Bhoja’s passion for the Jain religion. Literary evidences,
at our disposal, surely show that Bhoja was on friendly
terms with many contemporary Jain writers, According
to the Prabandhacinidmani*®®, Bhoja was a patron of Dhana-
pala, the Jain author of the celebrated prose romance
Tilakamofijari. 'The evidence of Merutunga is directly
supported by a few verses of the Tilakamasjori.**® We
further learn from the relevant passages of the same text,
that Dhanapdla was honoured by both Mufija and Bhoja.
" and for the pleasure (vinodahetoh) of the latter, he wrote his
work, The Probandhacintdmani*** farther gives the in-
formation that under the influence of Dhanapala, the great
Bhoja gave up hunting, which naturally was against the
teachings of the Tirthankaras. A few other Jain monks
also were honoured by this magnificeat monarch. According
to a $ravapa Belgola epigraph,*?® the Jain monk Prabba-
candra was worshipped by Bhoja of Dhara. Another
epigraph, discovered from Dubkund,*?® mentions a
Digambara sage called Sdntishepa, who had, defeated in the
court of Bhoja, several opponents in debate, Several
celebrated Jain authors composed their works during the
reign of Bhoja, We have already mentioned one Prabha-
candra, who was honoured by this king, according to a
Sravaga Belgola epigraph, A second Prabhicandra,
according to the colophon of the Prameyakamalamirtanda,**”
wrote that work during the reign of Bhoja of Dhard, We
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will see afterwards, that this Prabhicandra outlived Bhoja
and wrote his works also during the rule of Bhoja's
successor Jayasithha, But these two Prabhiicandras were
_not the only Jain luminaries at Dhard during Bhoja’s time,
The well-known Amitagati, who was honoured by Mufija*?*®,
was also a contemporary of Bhoja and wrote his Dharma-
parikshd*®® and the Paficasangraha*®® in V.8, 1070 and 1073
respectively, both apparently in Bhoja's time. Another
poet, Sricandra, completed his Puranasara*®® in V.S, 1070 at
Dhiri, during Bhoja’s time. He was a disciple of $rinandin
and belonged to Balstkaragapa. His other works, written
at Dhara, are also koown,**? With Dhira is also associated
Nayanandin, pupil of Magpikyanandin, who compieted his
Sudarsanacarita in Apabhams$a in V.5. 1100, while staying at
Jinavaravihara during the reign of Bhoja.*®** Nemicandra
wrote his Drav) a-anzraharik@ at Sripila Mandaleévarasrima
of Dhard*®*% during the reign of Bhoja. The poet Vira
wrote his Jambusvdmicarita*®® in Apabhrzméa during the
reign of Bhoja in Mailavadesa. That Digambaras were
highly respected by Bhoja, is also clear from the evidence of
the Kathoko$a*®® of Sricandra, according to which, one of
his spiritual predecessors viz. Srutakirti was honoured by
Bhoja and Gangeya., That Dhidrd became a great centre of
Jainism during Bhoja's time, is evident from the above
discussion, We will have something more to say on this
in our chapter on Jain Tirthas, Lastly, it is quite interesting
to note, that a Digambara Jain called Kulacandra“*™ was
the general of Bhoja®s arny.

For the reign of the next king Jayasimha, we have the
Kathakosa,*®® which was written by Prabhacandra, who, as.
we have seen, also wrote his other works during the reign
of Bhoja, The same writer also wrote bis commentary on
the Mahdpurang of Pushpadunta in the reign of Jayasimha of
Dhari.“*® For the reign of Udayaditya (1070-1086), we
have a fragmentary Jain epigraph (A.S.LA.R i918-1%, p 17).
Among other later Paramdra kings, Naravarman (1(94-
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1133 A.D) is known to have some connexion with Jainism,
According to the KB,%*° the Kharatara Acarya Jinavallabha
was honoured by this king and donated, on the advice of
that Jain monk, a large sum of money for the two Jain
temples of Citrakiita (Chitor), We have now a Jain
epigraph*** of the reign of this king, found from Bhojpur
in Raisen district, The epigraph is incised on the pedestal
of an image of Par$vapitha and is dated in V.5, 1157,
corresponding to 1100 A,D, It appears from the epigraph
that the person called Cillana, belonging to Vemaka family,.
was a devout Jain. He is represented further as the son of
Sreshthin Rima and grandson of one Nemicandra, who
appears to be identical with the monk of the same name,
mentioned in the Bhojpur epigraph ofthe time of Bhoja I,
which has already been discussed.

It appars thateven in later times, Dhird was great centre
of Jainism. The father of the Digambara poet Afadhara
viz. Sallakshapa was surely patronised by the later
Paramira king Vindhyavarmapn, This is known from a
passage of the colophon of A§adhara’s work Sagdra-Dharma-
mrta**®. The poet Asadhara himself was a prolific Jain
writer and we have several dates®**® for him. These dates.
are V.S. 1285, 1292, 1296 and 1300, Asidhara was in the
good books of the Paramsra kings and, we are told, that he
was given the title of Sarasvatiputra*** by Arjunavarman
(1211-16 A.D.). Most of his works were, however,
not written at Dhdra, but a place, near it, called
" Nalakacchapura in his colophons, which is identified by
Premi**s with Nalachi, some 20 miles from modern Dhar,
and which still has a few Jain temples and can boast of a
pumber of Jain adherents. Ag¢adhara wrote his works in
the Neminatha Caitya of Nalakacchapura. This particular
place is also mentioned in a Jain work called Karmavipaka-
tika,**® which was wriiten at Nalakacchapura in V.S, 1295
during the reign of Jaitugideva, the Paramara king, who
ruled from 1239 to 1255 A.D, Aéadhara has mentioned both.



60 COMPREBENSIVE HISTORY OF JAINISM

him and his predecessor Devapala in his works, His work
Jinayajriakalpa was completed in V.8, 1285, during the reign
of Devapidla **? His three other important works viz.
Trishashfismyti,**® Sagaradharmamyta**® and Anagaradharmi-
.mrta*®°® were completed during the reign of Jaitugideva in
the Vikrama years 1292, 1296 and 1300 respectively at the
same town viz. Nalakacchapura and the same shrine.
Another Paramira king viz, Jayavarman Il (1256-60 A.D.),
is mentioned in a Jain epigraph,*®* found at Modi near
indore.

Jainism, however, was never popular in the Kalacuri
kingdom. It is true that in the Kathdko$a*** of Sricandra,
one of his spiritual predecessors viz, Srutakirti, has been
described as having been honoured by Gangeya, the great
Kalacuri monarch, who ruled in the first few decades of the
-eleventh century, But no other Kalacuri king is known to
have patronised this particular religion. faivism was the
state religion*®? in the Kalacuri kingdom, We have only
one Kalacuri Jain epigraph®®4, found from Bahuriband in
Jabalpur district, This inscription, which is incised on a
colossal statue of Santinatha, records that during the
victorious reign of Gaydkarnadeva (middle of the 12th
century),*®® one Mahabhoja, the son of Sidhu Sarvadhara,
who had been favoured by the illostrious Maghanandin,
the crest-jewel of logicians (Yarkatarkikacudamani), erected
the temple of $intindtha. The image of S&atinitha was
consecrated by dcdrye Subhadra, who belonged to the line
of the Desi gana in the dmndya of the Candrakara*®® gearya.

Jainism in Maharashira ; The epigraphic evidence at our
disposal, suggests that Jainism was popular in Kolhapur
region of Maharashtra in the period under review. The
first Jain epigraph*®7 belongs to the reign of Balld!la (1100.
1108 A D.). Itisincised on an image of Parévanitha, found
from the Jain templeof Honnur, two miles tothe South-West
of Kagal in Kolhapur district. The characters are of the
old Kannada alphabet and we learn from the epigraph that
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Mahamandalesvara Ballila and his brother Ganpdaraditya
{(who was cvidently associated with his elder brother in:
governing the kingdom) made some donations for the Jain
Basadi constructed by Bamagivupda, the disciple of Ratri-
matikanti of the Punnagavrkshamiillagana of the illustrious
Milagana,

For the reign of Gapdaraditya (1108-1138 A.D.), we have
several iascriptions, which prove that he was indeed a great
patron of Jainism. His Td]ale plates,*5® which though not
a Jain record, dated in Saka 1032, corresponding to 1110
A.D., records, a grant for all the three gods Siva, Buddha
and Arhat (Tirthadkara), along with some other grants for
the Brahmapas. This surely shows that this king (actually
a feudatory of the Kalyapga Calukyas) was catholic in his-
religions outlook, However, his later records prove that
he was gradually being attracted to the Digambara religion,

The Kolhapur plates of Gapdariditya,*® dated Saka
1037, actually reveal the existence of a feudatory family
named Nigumba, under that king, The members of this
family were great patrons of the Jain Sangha and one of the
prominent members called Nolamba, is described as having
obtained a boon from the goddess Padmavatl, the Sasang-
devata of Pardvanatha, The inscription further shows that
Gaypdardditya himself was interested in the religious
activities of his feudatory calied Nolamba., The next
epigraph,**® dated Saka 1040, of the same king, has been
discovered from Herle in Kolhapur district. It is incised
on a stone and written in Kannada alphabet, This particular
epigraph is very important, as it reveals the names of some
of the Digambara luminaries of Kolhapur area of the early
12th century. These ascetics are Tribhuvanacandra,
Nigacandra-Saiddhantika, Balacandraevrati, Santivira--
raunidra etc. It is further clear from the epigraph that
Kolbapur in those days was regarded as a tirtha of the Jains,
The temple-complex, dedicated to Candraprabha, in this
place ie. Herle was built by Nemagdvunda and was
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pepularly known as Tribhuvanatilaka, a biruda of Gapdara-
ditya, This particular temple, it is of great interest to note,
is mentioned in the colophon of Somadeva’s Sabdarnava-
candrikdavrttit®+, composed in Saka 1127, during the reign of
Bhoja II of this dynasty, Santiviramunindra has been further
described in this epigraph as the dearye of Kolhipuratirtha
and as the disciple of Balacandra-Vratl, the previous ac@rya
of the above-mentioned Candraprabha Jindlaya. This
Bilacandra Vrati has been eulogised4®? in the Nemindtha
Puraga of Kargapirya, a minister of the Silahara Vijaya-
ditya, the son and successor of Gapdaraditya.

Next, we have the Kolhapur stone epigraph,“®® dated
Saka 1040, of the reign of Gapndaréditya, which was found
from Parévanitha temple of Kolhapur., The temple eof
Par§vanitha, mentioned in this inscription, was actually
constructed by Nimbadevarasa, a loyal feudatory of
Ganpdardditya at Kavadegolla (probably not far from
modern Kolhapur)., The epigraph actually records certain
gifts to Srutakirti Traividyadeva of the Pustakagaccha in
the Desiyagaga of the Mglasangha, who officiated as the
priest of the Jain temple called Rapanarayana in Kollipura,
This particular temple of Kolthipura was also bujlt by
Samanta Nimbadeva, according to another epigraph *®*¢
This gentleman was a devoted Jain and claims that he was
the right hand man of Gaypdaridditya, He is said to have
been favoured by Padmavati, the Sasanadevataz of Par$va-
nitha. In the Terdal epigraph**® of Gosnka, dated Saka
1045, and a Sravapa Belgola epigraph,*®® Nimbadevarasa
has been described as a disciple of Maghanandi Siddhéinta-
deva, the guru of Srutakirti Traividyadeva, the priest of
the Ripanarivana temple. Miaghanandi was actually the
former priest of thistemple,

We have an undaied epigraph*®” of the time of Gapdara-
ditya, found from the mandapa of the shrine of Seshasayi in
the backyard of the great Mahilakshmi temple of Kolhapur,
This epigraph, which begins with a prayer to Adi-Jina (i.e.
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Rshabha), records the comstruction of an Adinitha temple,
built and financed by the same Nimbadevarasa, who has
been mentioned so frequently in other epigraphs of
Gapdaraditya. This particular epigraph, further represents
this Samata of Gapdaraditya as a great Jain and supplies
the following description about him, ‘“Thus flourished the
excellent Nimbadeva, who has made the whole land full of
the temples of Jinanatha, the entire country full of Jines.
vara’s . ...the entire exceilent village full of pleasingly good
Jains, the whole surrounding full of the pervasive influence
of the words, meanings and the essence of (Jaina) tartve”,
It appears from the internal evidence of this epigraph that
it was incised in the early period of Gapdaraditya’s reign, as
it represents Maghanandi as living at the time of the writing
of this epigraph. This Maghanandi, we are further told,
was a disciple of Kulacandra, belonging to the lineage of
Komdakunda, It is of great interest to note that this
Adindtha temple of Kolhapur, mentioned in this epigraph,
is also referred to by the Svetambara savant Jinaprabha in
his Vividhatirthakalps **® The epigraph, under discussion,
gives a brilliant description of the Adi Jina temple of this
place which, however, has completely disappeared. It has
however been noted by Mirashi*®® that there is a reference
to a Jain temple, which was near the Mahalakshmi
temple of Kolhapur in another short epigraph, found from
the same temple-complex.

We have three Jain epigraphs of the reign of Vijayaditya
(1138-1175 A.D.),*7° the son and successor of Gandariditya.
The first epigraph,*?* found from Kolhapur, records a
grant by that king for the Par§vanatha temple, constructed
by Visudeva, the betel-box bearer of Samanta Kamadeva
and disciple of Mighanandi Siddhantadeva. This particular
temple was probably situated at the modern village of
Here, about 6 miles from Chandgadh,*”™® The epigraph
also refers to another disciple of Mdghanandi Siddhantadeva
called Manikyanandipandita, who was probably the priest
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of the temple, constructed by Visudeva. We also learn
from this epigraph, that the earlier name of Kolhapur was
Kshullakapura. The second Jain epigraph¢??® of Vijaya-
ditya, dated Saka 1073, was found from Bamagi, 25 miles
8. W, of Kagal in Kolhapur district. It also refers toa
Pirsva temple, which was probably situated at Madir*™*
in Kolhapur district. The epigraph mentions Samanta
Lakshmapa, the maternal uncle of the king, at whose
request the grant was made by the king, for that temple. It
also refers to Arhanandi-Siddhantadeva, the disciple of the
same Maghanandi, mentioned in other epigraphs. It appears
therefore that M3ghanandi was a very influential Jain monk,
some of whose disciples, were the priests of different Jain
temples, situated in the Kolhapur district, The third Jain
epigraph*’? of Vijayaditya (dated Saka 1075} has only 2
reference to a Jain basadi.

Bhoja II (1175-1212 AD.) of this dynasty is not
mentioned in any Jain epigraph. However in at least two
contemporary Jain literary works, his name has been
referred to. The Sabdacandrikavrtti*™® of Somadeva was
composed in Saka 1127 during the rule of ‘Srivira Bhoja-
deva’ who gets high-sounding imperial titles here. We
further learn that the work was composed in the
Tribhuvanatilaka-Jinalaya of Kollapura, We have already
referred to this Jain shrine. There is another work called
Kshapandsara,*™™ composed by Madhavacandra Traividya-
deva, which was completed at a town called Dullakapura,
during the reign of one ‘Bhojardja’ in Saka 1125, The
editor of Jainagranthapradasti Sangraha®™® Sri Jugalkishore
Mukhtar was unable 1o identify this Bhojarija. But there is
little doubt that in Saka 1125, there was only one Bhojardja
in India, and he is no other than that Kolhaput king, The
title Traividyadeva, applied to the author Madhavacandra,
reminds us of the similar titles applied to Digambara monks
in the epigraphs of Kolhapur $ilihdara kings. We further
learn from the same colophon that the work was written by
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ithe author for the benefit of Bahubali, the chief minister
{mantri$a) of this Bhojaraja. This proves that this minister,
who had a typically Jain name, had a great respect for the
Digambara religion. Dullakapura, in which this work
composed, was probably a small town somewhere near
Kolhapur,

Jainism in other parts of Northern indias 8o far as other
parts of Northern India are concerned, Jainism was fighting
a losing battle. However in Uttar Pradesh there were at
least two places, which had very large Jain temple-
complexes, We are referring to Deogarh and Mathura,
both of which had large Jain establishments from earlier
times, DLeogaih, which was known as Luacchagira*?®, in
the 9th century A.D, afterwards came to be called
Kirtigiri #®°® It is surprising that this great centre of the
Digambara religion, is not mentioned in any Digambara
literary text. Evean in the lists of the Digambara tirthas,
compiled before the 19th century, this place is completely
ignored, Hewever e¢epigraphic records, found from this
temple-complex, prove that the Jain pilgrims continued to
visit it from the mediaeval period down to modern times.

The first important‘®? epigraph, of our period, from
Deogarh has already been noticed in connexion with the
Candellas, Itis datedin V.S, 1154 ; it proves the concern
of the minister of Kirtivarman, named Vatsardja, for the
Jain religion. We have some ecarlier short epigraphs*®?,
from Deogarh, which refer to some Digambara monks like
Kedavacandra, Abhayakirti and Vasantakirti, belonging to
Kundekunda lineage. Another epigraph®®®, vyiclds the
words Gangeya-Nypa, who may or may not be identical with
the famous king of that n:me, A recently discovered
epigraph*®*, dated V.S. 1210, has the name of one Maha-
simanta Udayapala,

Mathurad, the early centre of Jainism, has yielded three
epigrachs of our period. The first dated V.8, 1038,isa
short Svelambara image inscription®®, and the second,

3
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dated V.S. 1080, is 2 Digambara record,*®® The third, dated
V.S. 1134, is a Svatambara image inscription.*®” The
Digambara epigraph is more interesting as it proves that
by V.8. 1080 (A.D>. 1022-24), the Jains, once more, started
taking active interest in Mathurd. It has been observed by
Bithler*¢® that the image was built within five years after
Mahmud’s expedition against (Hizri 409) Mathurd, which
resulted in the total destruction of that city. Probably the
great Jain establishment at Kankl1tila escaped destruction,
«for it seems hardly likely that they could have been
rebuilt so quickly”, It should, however, be remembered
that the Jains had indomitable religious zeal and their
religious history in Rajasthan proves that they were capable
of rebuilding their temples, almost immediately after their
destruction by the Muslim iconoclasts. Contemporary
literary evidence at our disposal, also proves that Mathurd
continued to exist as a centre of Jainism in the mediaeval
period,

Several Jain epigraphs, of our period, have been
discovered from other parts of Northern India and the Jain
tirthas continued to exist in Sind;, Punjab, Bengal, Bihar,
Orissa etc. Some of these tirthas will be noticed in the
chapter on ‘Jain tirthas’ in this volume,

To conclude, we must say, that except Rajasthan and
Gujarat, no other state of India offered favourable climate
for the development of this religion. We have still some
standing temples, dedicated to Jinas in Bengal, Bihar and
other parts of Northern India. There is little doubt that
small groups of Jain Sravakas continued to exist, especially
in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. But gradually, even these
Sravakas merged with the local population and completely
forgot their original faith,
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CHAPTER 1II.

JAINISM IN SOUTH INDIA
( 1000 to 1300 AD. )

The history of Jainism in South India is practically the
history of the Digambara sect; the Svetimbaras never
really got any foodhold in areas beyond the Godvari,
However, in the period under review, even the Digambaras
were fighting a losing battle in all the areas of South India,
with the probable exception of Kannada-speaking areas;
and even there, there were only a few important pockets, in
which they were really powerful, Let us start our account
with Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

{i} Jainism in Tamil Nadu and Kerala : We have already
seen in our first volume that Jainism was quite popular
in several places of Tamil Nadu.,® However, not many
epigraphs are known of the period between 1000-1300 A.D.
Let us first discuss the Jain epigraphs of the later period
of the reign of Rajardja I. We bhavc one epigraph?, from
Tirumalai, (N. Arcot), dated in the regnal year 21, corres-
ponding to 1005 A,D. This epigraph mentions a Jain
teacher, called Gunavira, ‘“whose feet are worshipped by
kings”. Jt shows that the Digambara monk Gupavira was
influential enough to attract the reverential attention of
even Tamil Cola kings, From the same Tirumalai, we have
two dated epigraphs of the reign of the next king Rajendra I
(1012-1044 A.D)), both of which are found in Tirumalai
(N. Arcot district), The first epigraph®, dated in the regnal
year 12, corresponds to 1024 A D, This epigraph records
a gift to the god of the Tirumalai temple called Arambha.
pandin, who acording to Desai4, is no other than Rishabha-
nitha himself. We further learn from the same epigraph,
that formerly a queen of one Pallava Sinnavai, had donated
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a lamp for the temple. We have already seen in the first
volume of our work®, that the Pallavas, semetimes,
promoted the cause of the Jain religion. The second
epigraph®, from the same site, dated in Rajendra’s 13th
regnal year (1025 A D.), records a gift of money for a lamp
and for offerings to the Jain temple called Kundavai-
Jinalaya, by the wife of a merchant, who appears to be of
Kannada origin, Kundavai, the elder sister of Rajendra,
is also otherwise known? for hetr patronage of other
religious systems. It is apparent from the epigraph that the
kill of Tirumalai was a part of Vaigavur palliccandam *“a
village belonging to a Jaina temple,” The Jaina temple
here, therefore, was apparently named after this great lady.

We have an important undated Jain epigraph® from
the same Tirumalai, which proves that the Cefa rulers of
Kerala were deeply interested in the religion of the Jinas.
The epigraph refers to king Elini as the ruler of Kerala
and represents him, as one responsible, for the building of
the image of 2 Yaksha and Yakshl on ‘the holy mountain
of Arthat’ meaning the Tirumalai hill. They were afterwards
rebuilt by a Iater descendant of Elini.

For the reign of Rajendra II Parakesari(1052-1064), we
have an undated Jain inscription® from Tirumalai, which
records a gift to the Jain temple there, by two Karpataka
gentlemen, who served in the army of Réjendra II. This
further proves tha: the Jain temple-complex of this sacred
hill, was quite well-known in South India, We have another
short Jain epigraph®? from the same hill, belonging to the
11th century, recording the names of a Jain teacher called
Arishtanemi Acarya, a disciple of Paravadimalla, whois
also known from an epigraph of Syavapa Belgola,

For the reign of Kulottuaga 1 (1070-1120 A D.), we have
five Jain epigraphs, which prove that Jaipism continued to
exist in different regions of his vast kingdom, including
Thanjavur, North Arcot, Rimanathapuram and Chengal-
pattu  districts, The epigraph!?, discovered from
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Maruttuvakudi in Thanjavur district, is dated in the 16th
regnal year of that king. It mentions two Jain shrines at
Jananathapuram. An undated epigraph?? of Kulottunga’s
reign, mentions an dcdrya called Mallishena. The epigrapht?
from Karandai in North Arcot, which is dated in
Kulottunga’s 45th year, mentions a grant for a Jain temple.
For his 46th year we have another epigraph from
Tirupparuttikundam in Chengalpattu district, which
mentions a group of Jain teachers.* Kovilangalam in
Ramanathapuram district supplies another epigraph®® of
Kulottunga I, dated in his 48th year. The epigraph proves
the popularity of the Digambara religion in this part of
Tamil Nadu. It also shows that the Jains of Kumbnur in
that district, were quite affluent,

For the reign of Vikramacola {1120-1135), we have two
Jain epigraphs, dated in the 13th and the 16th years, The
first epigraph®®, discovered from Chengalpattu (Tirup.
paruttikundam} mentions some grant by a village council
for the Trailokyandtha Jain shrine. This shows that even
ordinary villagers retained some love and affection for the
Digambara religion, as late as the 12th century. The second
epigraph*” of the 16th year, records some grant for the
Jina temple at Tirunidamkondai, A Jain epigraph'® of
Kulottunga Il has also been discovered from Andhra, which
will be discussed elsewhere in this chapter. Another Jain
epigraph®® of the 4th year of this king, has been found from
Tirunidamkondai. This inscription mentions some grant
for the local Candraprabha (Kaccindyanar) temple, Three
Jain Tamil epigraphs of Rajardja II (1146-1173) are known,
All of them have been found from Karandai in North Arcot,
The first epigraph®®, of his 10th year, records some gift
for the Tocal Jain temple. The two other epigraphs of the
10th and the 11th regnal years®!, also record some gifts,
For Kulottuiiga III (1178-1218) we have two inscriptions
connected with Jainism. The first one®2, dated in his
38th year, was discovered from Anandamafigalam in
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Chengalpattn district, It records a grant for a Sravaka
living at a village called Jinagiripalli. The second
epigraph®® is undated, and was found from Tirunidam-
kondai,

We have also an epigraph®#, of the time of Maravarman
Sundara Pagdya I (1216 A.D.), recording a gift for a Jina
temple at Ammasattiram (Tiruchirapalli district). The
same district has supplied an epigraph®® of king Konerio-
maikogdan. It was found from Bommaimalai and is dated
probably in the Hizra year 675, corresponding to 1276 A.D.

(ii) Jainism in Andhra Pradesh : We have seen in the
first volume of the present work that Jainism was more Of
less popular in the Andhra country before 1000 A.D. Its
popularity was, however, on the decline, in the period
under review, A few important Jain epigraphs have been
discovered from this country, which throw some light on
the state of Jainism in the period between 1000 and 1300
A.D,

The earliest important Jain epigraph?®, of this period
from Andhra, comes from Ramatirtha in VYizagapatam
district. This particular place is mentioned in the Jain
texts??, and has yielded a number of Jain antiquities,??
The epigraph belongs to the time of Vimaladitya (1011-1022
A.D.), the eastern Calukya king and mentions his religious
teacher Trikidlayogl Siddhintadeva, belonging to the Desi
gana, The epigraph further informs us that this great Jain
savant paid a visit to Ramakonda with great devation. It
surely proves that this place was looked upon as a Jain
tirtha. The detailed evidence, supplied by the 7th century
Jain poet Ravishega, in his Padma Purape®®, regarding
Ramagiri proves that, from much earlier times, Ramagiri
in Andhre was associated with Jainism. This particular
poet pointedly mentions the fact that this place had a
pumber of Jain buildings®°, (Jain@ni ve$mani) in the 7th
century A.D, To the 11th century, belongs a short
interesting epigraph®*, from a place called Konakopdala
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in Anatapur district, which mentions the erection of a
jindlaya in the birthplace of Kundakunda (Kondakundeya
tirtha). It therefore appears thaf, accorcing to this late
tradition, Konakogdala was the real birthplace of this
famous Digambara philosopher. Yet another 1ith century
Jain epigraph®?, from a place called Alladurgam, situated
in Medak district of Andhra Prddesh, discloses the existence
of a Jain temple called Kirtivilasa, dedicated to Santinatha,
We have two Andhra Jain epigraphs®®, of the time of
Vikramiditya VI (;076-1126), belonging to the 1lth century.
Both of these come from Pudur in Mahbubnagar district,
The first epigraph mentions a temple of Pardvanitha and
second refers to a jinalaya, named after the Pallavas,

A highly interesting stone pillar epigraph®4, of the
time of Vikramaditya VI, has come from Anamakonda near
Warangal, The epigraph is dated in the Calukya VYikrama
year 42, corresponding to 1117 A D. The epigraph
mentions Vikramaditya VI’s Kakatiya feudatory Polarasa
and also refers to the erection of a temple, dedicated to
Kadalalayadevi (probably Padmakshi, one of the Jain
{asanadevaras). It is also of some significance that the
epigraph begins with a prayer to Jinendra, Another
epigraph®?®, dated 1125 A D., of the time of Vikramé-
ditya VI, found from Kolanupaka in Nalgonda district,
mentions a temple of Ambikadevi, another Jain yakshi. An
earlier epigraph®®, now presetved in the Hyderabad
Archaeclogical museum, dated 1109, of the time of
Vikramaditya VI, discloses the existence of a Jain shrine
called Brahma-jirdlaya. An undated Jain epigraph®’ of
this emperor's reign, found from Togarakunta, refers to a .
temple, dedicated to Candraprabha and mentions a monk
of Miilasangha.

A short undated epigraph®®, found from Gapavaram in
Guntur district, of the time of Cola Kulotturiga Rajendra,
refers to a shrine called Candraprabha jinalaya, Another
Jain epigraph®®, dated Saka 1107, corresponding to 1185



88 COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF JAINISM

A.D., found from Pitaiivaram in Apantapur district
mentions the Calukya king Vira Somesvara, The same
district has supplied another Jain epigraph®® (1198 A,D.).
This inscription refers to a temple of Par§vanitha and a
line of Jain teachers of Pustaka gaccha.

An important epigraph**, found from Ujjili (Mahbubna-
gar), discloses the existeace of a temple of Patévanitha,
which existed at that place, in the 12th century, and which
was under the supervision of the monks of Korura gaccha,
belonging to the Dravida Sena Sangha. The priest was
one Indrasena Pagpdita, A Brahmin Jain priest is mentioned
in a 13th century epigraph*?, from Amarapuram in
Anantapur district, The inscription is dated in Saka 1200,
corresponding to 1278 A.D. It discloses the name of a
Parévanatha temple, situated at this place, which was under
the control of the monks of the Deél gapa.

An epigraph*?, from Krishpna district (Chebrolu), dated
1213 A.D., mentions a temple of Ananta Jina, the 14th
Tirthankara, It was surely in existence from much earlier
period, _

The above survey of the Jain epigraphs of Andhra
Pradesh, proves thai the religion of the Jinas somehow
continued its existence, in this state, in the period under
review. According to B. V. Krishna Rao**, the appearance
of the Andhra Mahdabhgrata, written by Nanniya Bhatta,
marked the beginning of the revival of Brahmanism in Telegu
land and **with it also disappeared all Telegu literature of
the Jainas of the earlier period.”*® Rao further refers*s, to
a tradition, according to -which, Nanniva had destroyed
the earlier Andhrg Mahidbharatg, written by a Jain poet
called Atharvapicarya, by getting it thrown into the
Godavarl. We will see in a later chapter that, as a result
of active hostility of the militant $aiva leaders, Jainism
breatbed its last in Andhra Pradesh, almost unnoticed.

(iil) Jaimism in Karwitaka ; As we have already noted,
that unlike other areas of South India, Karpdjaka had
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quite a large number of important Jain pockets. As a
matter of fact, the Jain strongholds of Kargataka, have so
far yielded over one thousand epigraphs and quite a few of
them, are connected with the ruling dynasties. As we will
shortly see, a nuwber of important potentates of different
dynasties, actively supported the cause of the Jain religion,
Since the number of epigraphs, to be discussed, is quite a
big one, it would be better to take up each district
separately. Let wus start our account with Gulbarga
district,

Jain Epigraphs from Gulbarga district :+ The district of
Gulbarga in the present Karnatak state, is geographically
one of the biggest in that state. Quite a good number of
Jain epigraphs have come from this district, which prove
the popularity of this religion in this area. Several places of
this district, as noted by P. B, Desai*?, were intimately
connected with Jainism. These places are Ajaki, Aland,
Bankur, Chincoli, Gulbarga towon, Hagargi, Harasur,
Hattanuru, Hunasi-Hadagali, Ingalgi, Kalagi, Malkhed,
Saradagi, Sedam, Tengali, etc,

Chronologically, the earliest important Jain epigraph*®,
from this district, is that found in the village of Ingalgi
{Chitapur Taluk), It is dated in the Cdlukya Vikrama
year 18, corresponding to 1094 A.D. It prominently
mentions, at the same time, the reigning monarch, the great
Vikramaditya VI, who was otherwise known as Tribhuvana-
malla. The epigraph is a long one, and introduces to us
one of his queens, called Jikaladevi, who is represented as
a great Jain devotee. Even Vikramaditya VI is mentioned
here*® as a great admirer of the religion of the Jinas,
According to this epigraph, the queen Jakaladevi, on being
requested by the emperor himself, constructed a magnificent
Jain temple of Mahumaéanikyadeva (probably Mahavira®®),
at Ingupige (lines 12-13), the present site of the epigraph
and asked her family teacher Indrasena Bhaijtaraka of
Malanira agnvaya (Dravida Sangha, Sena gapa), the disciple
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of Mallishena Bhattiraka, to look after its maintenance.
Desai further informs us5' that this line of Jain teachers,
viz. those belonging to Milanyra (probably a place name)
is otherwise unknown,

The next important Jain epigraph®®, from this district,
comes from Hunasi-Hadagali, which is eight miles to the
west of the town of Gulbarga. This epigraph also belongs.
to the reign of Vikramaditya VI and is dated in 1097-98
A.D. ({Cilukya Vikrama year 23). The inscription
(altogether 67 lines), mentions among other things, two
temples of Parivandtha and gantinatha, which were
apparently situated in the above-mentioned place. One
Rakkasayya, a petty chief and the disciple of Bélacandra,
who is described as 19th in the spiritual descent from
Kundakunda, the famous Digambara philosopher, has been
represented as the donor in the epigraph. We are further
told, that he was an official under Candaladevi, one of the
senior queens of Vikramiaditya VI, It appears that both
these two, were devoted to the cause of the Jain religion,
It further appears that the list of the Jain teachers, from
Kopdakunda to Balacandra, given in this epigraph, is not
fully correct.5®

Next, we have a Jain epigraph®#, from Seram, a sub-
divisional town of Gulbarga district. This inscription, iike
the two previous ones, is dated inthe Calukya Vikrama
vear 48, corresponding to 1124 A.D., and yields the name
of Tribhuvanamalla or Vikramiditya VI, It is also a fairly
long epigraph (58 lines) and opens with the praise of the
words of Lord Jina. The epigraph records the construction
of a temple of Santidtha by some 300 merchants of the
town of Sedimba. It also discloses the name of a distinguis-
hed Jain teacher, called Prabhicandra Traividya Bhaiidaraka,
who is described as a man of immense learning, a disciple
of Ramacandra Traividya. Prabhidcandra was associated
with a Jain centre of pilgrimage, called Virapura, which is
not possible for us to identify, at the present state of our
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knowledge, However, it was surely named after the last
Tirthankara. The temple-complex of Sedimba, was given
the name of Brahma-Jinilaya. The epigraph also shows
that the prosperous traders of the town, took active interest
in the propagation of Jainism in this area.

We have three more epigraphs from Gulbarga district
of the time of Vikramaditya VI. The first one comes from
Adaki®5, a small village and discloses the names of two
eminent Digambara philosophers, Gugavira Siddhintadeva
and his teacher Nemicandra Siddhintadeva. Although no
actual date has been given, it appears that, it was composed
before Vikramaditya VI's 50th regnal year (1126 A.D).
The two merchants, named Malliseiti and Kalisetti, the
teacher Gunavira and the governor Koppadeva, mentioned
in this undated epigraph, are also referred to in a another
epigraph®®, from Adaki, dated in Vikramaditya VI's 50th
regnal year, It appears, therefore, that the preseat
epigraph was composed a few years before 1126 A D, his
last known date. We are further told that the teacher
Gupavira and his guru Nemicandra belonged to Vandiyir
gapa, which is otherwise unknown. ’

We have just now mentioned the second epigragh from
Adaki, dated in the Calukya Vikrama year 50, It discloses
a few of the names of monks and merchants, mentioned in
the previous epigraph. Further, it refers to the construc-
tion of a temple of Parsvanitha, called Koppa.Jinalaya,
named after a general called Kopparasa, who took active
interest in the religion of the Tirthankaras., The last
epigraph®” from Gulbarga, of the time of Vikramaditya VI,
is a mutilated inscription from Harasur, 8 miles to the
North-west of Gulbarga. It begins with a prayer to Jina.
Another Jain epigraph®®, from Tengali (4 miles to the
North-west of Malkhed), in Gulbarga district, should be
referred to the reign of Vikramiditya VI, as it mentions
Mabamagdalesvara Vira Bibbarasa, who is definitely known
from an epigraph?®, of that monarch from the same place,
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dated 1105 A.D, This mutilated epigraph, mentions a
Jina temple.

From Gulbarga district, we have at least two Jain
epigraphs of the time of the next ruler viz. Somesvara i
(1126.38 A D.), who was generally known by his title
Bhiokamalla. The first inscription®®, discovered from
Seram, meations Prabhicandra, the disciple of Ramacandra,
both of whom are mentioned in Vikramaditya VI's epigraph
from the same place, dated in his regnal year 48, Like the
earlier epigraph, it mentions Santinitha temple, but at the
same time, it refers®?, to one Barmadeva, who according to
it, played an important rote in the foundation of this temple.
The epigraph also refers to the three hundred representa-
tives of the same locality, who too, were zealous supporters
of the Jain religion. From the same place, viz. Seram, we
have another Jain epigraph®?, of Someévara 11, dated 1138
A.D., his 12th regnal year. It refers to some gift by the
merchants of Sedimba, under the leadership of general
Bhimarasa (a military officer of Someévara III, in favour of
the temple of Adi Bhattdraka or Adipatha, which was
situated in the southern part of the town,

From Seram we have an epigraph®®  of the time of
Somedvara IV, who had a short reign in the last quarter of
the 12th century. It refers to the temple of Jvalinl or
Jvalam3alini®*, the yakshi of Candraprabha, the 8th
Tirthankara. The epigraph also refers to Candirija, a
prominent citizen, and represents him as a staunch devotee
of the Jain faith,

A Jain epigraph®® from Adaki mentions king Sovideva
(1168-1177), the Southern Kalacuri king, who had the title
of Raya-Murgri. The epigraph mentions some grant by the
marchants of the locality for the Koppa Jinalaya, dedicated
to Parévanatha, which was built much earlier, as we have
noticed, during the reign of Vikramaditya VI 1t is
interesting t0 note that Pardvanatha icon hare gets the title
chenna, which means ‘beautiful’. Another epigraph®®, from
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the same place, of the reign of the famous Yadava king
Singhaga, dated 1243 A.D, mentions a gift for the same
temple of Koppa Jinalaya by a few local marchants,

A Jain epigraph®7, from Seram is only important from
the religious point of view. This long epigraph contains a list
of monks of Kragura gaepa and Tintrinika gaccha, which
originated from Milasangha, The teachers of this
particular Digambara branch, are also known from other
inscriptions.®® Some idea about Digambara philosophy
also can be gathered from this epigraph.®®

A few Jain epigraphs, from the same district, inscribed
after 1300 A.D., will be discussed in a later chapter. Let
us now turn oul attention to the Jain epigraphs from
Raichur district of Kargéataka.

Jain Epigraphs from Raichur District : The district of
Raichur, in Karnatak, can boast of the second most
important tirtha of the Jains viz. Kopanatirtha, which as
we have already noticed in the first volume of the present
work?9, came to be associated with Jainism, as early as the
7th century A.D. P. B. Desai, has brought to our notice
several important Jain epigraphs from this place, a few of
which, we propose to discuss here. Qune of the earliest
epigraphs™®, from Kopbal (the present name of ancient
Kopaga) is an jascription, containing the name of King
Nypatunga Vallabha, who is no other than Amoghavarsha I
(817-877), of the Rashtrakiita dynasty. However, the
epigraph does not give any information of religious nature,
although we know from other sources”?, that this king was
a good patron of Jainism,

Ths first really important Jain epigraph™®, of our
period, is a fairly long (eleven lines) inscription of the first
year of Vikramaditya V’'s reign, which has been assigned to
1008 A.D. It refers to the voluntary death of the monk
Simhanandi, who belonged to Kopdakunda anvaya of
Desiya gana, Five of his spiritual predecessors viz.
Ravicandra, Gunasagara, Gupacandra, Abhayanandi and
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Mighanandi are mentioned. The earliest one, Ravicandra,
therefore, should be assigned to the 9th century A.D.
Another Jain monk of great eminence viz. Kalyapakirti,
who was, in all probability, a disciple of Simhanandi, has
been eulogised in this epigraph. The last line mentions the
erection of a temple of Saatinatha by Kalyagakirti, at the
spot, where Sithhanandi had attained emancipation.

Two short epigraphs™, from this place, disclose the
name of a Jain temple of this greatcentre of pilgrimage,
called Kuéa-Jindlaya, which was apparently quite a pro-
minent Jain shrine in the early mediaeval period. Another
Jain epigraph??, refers to a Jain teacher called Candrasena.
In a 13th century short epigraph, is mentioned the name of
Sena gana, belonging to the Millasangha, 2 very prominent
sect of the Digambara Jains.

An important epigraph®®, dated Saka 1.63, corress
ponding to 1240 A.D., of the time of the famous Yadava
monarch Simhana (1200-1247), records a charitable endow-
ment of land, in favour of the Jain temples of Kopaga, This
epigraph further mentions the goddess Padmavati, the
Sasanadevatd of ParSvandtha, The epigraph proves, that the
marchants of this town, continued to give patronage to the
religion of the Jinas. Aaother epigraph’, of the 13th
century, mentions a Jain temple, named after Santaladevi,
the queen of the famous Hoysala king Vishpuvardhana, It
also refers to three other Jain temples viz, Arasiya Basadi,
Tirthada Basadi and Timaihba Basadi. This particular
epigraph is found on the wall of the stone temple of Siva.
it should be remembered, in this connexion, that with a few
exceptions, practically in every place of South India,
Jainism was replaced by Saivism, We will have something
more to say, on this point, later in the present chapter.

Desai has also published several short Jain epigraphs”®,
dated between 1000 and 1300 A.D., which were inscribed by
pilgrims. One of the records?®, mentionps a pilgrim of
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Kollapura (Kolhapur), which, as we have alredy seen, Was
a Jain tirtha of the mediaeval period,

A fairly long Jain epigraph®®, from Uppina-Betgiri,
which is some 15 miles from Kopbal, in Raichur district,
mentions a Jain temple, called Jayadhira Jipadlaya, which
was erected by Sankaraganda, a prominent Rashtrakiita
governor of the luth century. Sankaragapda was a
converted Jain, and is mentioned not only in several other
epigraphic records®’, but also in contemporary literature.®?
The temple, he constructed at Kopana, was fittingly named
Jayadbira Jindlaya, Jayadhira being 2 title of that governofr.
The epigraph further mentions 2 Jain divine called
Néganandi, the disciple of Srinandi, belonging to Sdrastha
gana. Desai is of the opinion that the stone, bearing the
epigraph, originally belonged to Kopaga, and later it was
taken to Uppina-Betgiri. The contents of the epigraph also
supporst the view of Desai. -

We have three short image-inscriptions®?, from Yalbargi,
in the same Raichur district, Oae of them mentions Magha-
pandi Siddbdnta Cakravarti a great Jain pontiff, who gets
the titie of Rajagury, the Toyal preceptor.®* It also mentions
Milasangha and Desiya gagg. Another Jain divine, called
Madhavacandra, belopging to Mulasangha, Deidiya gana,
Pustaka gaccha and Ingaledvara seciion, is mentioned in the
second epigraph®f, from the same place. A third
epigraph®®, from Yalbargi, of the time of the Sinda prince
Vira Vikramiditya, of the 12th century, mentions the temple
of Parévanitha, which was apparently situated at that place.
Jain epigraphs have also been dgiscovered from Aduru and
Rujuru of the same district,®?

From Maski in Rajchur district, was discovered an
important epigraph®®, dated Saka 953, corresponding to
1032 A.D., of the time of Jagadekamalla, atitle of Jaya-~
sihha 11 (1015-43), the Western Cilukya monarch of
Kalyaga. It refers to a Jain shrine called Jagadekamalla
Jipalaya, which suggests that the temple was named after
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that jllustrions Calukya monarch. It also proves that this
particular king took some interest in the development of
the Jain religion. An important epigraph®®, from Daddala,
of the same district, of the time of Somesvara II (10.8-7¢),
mentions & Jain temple called Girigotemalla-Jindlaya and.
yields the dated Saka 991, corresponding to 1069 A.D. This
temple was apparently built by the samanta Ms2]eyamarasa
Girigotemsalla, who was a feudatory of the above-mentioned
Cialukya monarch. From Karadakal of Raichur district,
comes an epigraph, containing the names Maulasangha,
Pustakagaccha and Desi gana. The epigraph®® mentions the
date, $aka 108t (1158 A.D.), and the Kalacurya king Bijjala,

who as we will see afterwards, was an enemy of the
Digambara religion,

Jain Epigraphs from Bijopur district ; This important
district of Karnatak, was once a stronghold of the Jain
religion. As we have already seen, in the first volume of
the present work®!, thai Bijapur district was the home of
the Jain poet Ravikirti, who was directly patronised by
Pulakesin II.

One of the earliest importapt Jain epigraphs of our
period, is dated Saka 976, corresponding to 1054 A.D.°* It
refers to the Western Calukya king Somesdvara I, who had
the title of Trailckyamalla, The epigraph was discovered
from Honwad, and refers to the erection of a great Jain
temple, called Tribhuvanatilaka, dedicated to Santinitha,
which was built by Cankirdja, an officer of Ketaladevi, the
wife of Somesvara I, who was then governing that town.
We are further told that Somedvara [ himself, on being
requested by this queen {(apparently a zealous supporter
of the religion of the Tirthasikaras), sanctioned some iand
and house-sites for the temple. In this epigraph, Cankirija
has been described as 3 sincere Jain layman and a disciple
of Mahisena, who belonged to the Miilasangha, Sena gapa
and Pogari gaccha. The immediate guru of this Mahisena,
viz. Brahmasena, has been described, in the Sanskrit portion
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of the epigraph, as a great Jain saint, whose feet wers
worshipped by many monarchs.” The preceptor of this
Brahmasena was one Aryasena, The epigraph further
informs us that Cankirdja also built an image of Supariva,
the 7th Tirthafikara, at the request of his father Kommarija,
in the temple-complex of §antindtha. Another disciple of
Mab3sena, viz, Jinavarman, built a temple of Paréva near
the main shrine. Apparently, as the language of the
epigraph suggests, this temple complex at Ponnavida (the
ancient name of Honwad), was quite a large and impressive
one.

A some what earlier Jain epigraph®®, of the time of
Somciévara I, dated Saka 969, corresponding to 1047 A.D.,
has been discovered from Arasbidi. It refers to a Jain temple
called Gogada Bedangi Jinalaya, which was named after
Akkadevi, 2 sister of Someévara [, Gonada Bedangi was a
title of that royal lady and it was she, who according to the
present epigraph, gave a grant for this Jain temple. The gift
was entrusted to Nigasena Pandita of the Miilasanigha, Sena
gana and Hogari gaccha, According to this inscription, the
carlier name of the place was Vikramapura. Two more
epigraphs from Arasbidi are known, The first one®*, dated
Calukya Vikrama year 10, corresponding to 1085 A.D.,
refers to the same Gonada Bedangi temple and mentions a
Sinda chief called Barmadeva. The second one, dated 1167
A.D.,, of the time of Kalacurya Bijjala, also refers to this
temple.®® Another Jain epigraph®* from the same place
15 known,

Another important Jain centre in Bijapur district was
Hungund, which was known in earlier times as Ponnugunda.
At least two inscriptions from this place are known, and
both belong to the 1ith century. The first one®” dated 1074
A.D., of the ti ne of Someévara II discloses the name of
Arasara Basadi, a Jiin temple of this place. The other
epigraph®®, from Huagund, beloags to the time of
Yikramaditya VI, and refers'to another Jain temple of this

7
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place, which was built by ore Babubali Acdrya, belonging
to Miilasangha, Deslya gang and Pustaka gacche,

From Aibole we have a short Jain inscription®® of the
Calvkya Vikrama year 26, corresponding to 1101 A.D.
From Jakkali also, was ciscovered a short Jain epigraph*9°,
of the Calukya Vikrama year 41, corresponding to 1116
A D, recording the recorstruction of an old Jain tcmple.
Another Jain epigraph®t, from Aihcle of the time of
Viramicditya VI, dated in 1119 A D. (Calukya Vikrama
year 44), records the grant of 8 number of things by some
marchants. An epigraph®?® from Badami, dated 1139 A.D,
of the time of Yagadek:malla I7, is a Jain record. Ancther
12th century Jain epigraph*°®, from Bijapur district, comes
from Babanagar, dated Saka {0§3, corresponding to 1161
A.D, It mentions a mook called Magikya-Bhafiaraka,
belor ging to the Mulasangha and Dest gaga, The epigraph
records some gift for the local Jain shrine. However, the
most interesting aspect of the record is that, it refers of the
reigning King Bijjela or Bijjaga, who was an active
opponent of this religious system. From Balsangi comes
a record'®#, which gives the dated Saka 1090, corresponding
to 1168 AD. It yields the name of a local Jain temple,
called Ghora-Jiralaya,

From Kadangals, we have 2 Jain record®?, of the time
of Yadava Singbana {1200-1247), dated 1230 A.D. It reflers
to some gilt for a local temple of Parévaratha. A monk,
called Sakalacandra Bhattdraka of Miilast igha and Kagura-
gana, has also been mentioned. The same king is also
mentioned in another Jain epigraph®®, of 1245 A D. (Saka
31¢7), which was found from Kalakeri, It refers to a
tempie of Tirthenkara Ananta and a Jain muni named
Kamalasena, Another Yadava king Krshpa (called by the
pame Kannara in our epigraph) is refrrred to in a Jain
inscription®®” from Agarakheda. It vields the date Saka
3170, corresponding to 1248 A D. Apother EKalakeri
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epigraph*°®®, of the time of Yiadava Xrshya, mentjons the
same Ananta Tirthankara temple.1°®?

Jain Epigraphs from Belgaum district : This particular
district has yielded quite a good number of Jain inscriptions
of the period under review. One of the earliest epigraphs*®
comes from Kalbhavi, which, however, gives &2 wrong and
impossible date viz, Saka 261. The epigraph is actnally
written in the characters of the 1ith century. This epigraph
mentions a Gafga chief called Mahamandaledvara Saigaita
Ganga Permindi alias Sivamiara (described as the feudatory
of one Amoghavarsha), This Ganga chief has been further
described as being favoured by the Jain goddess Padmavatl
and has been given titles, which prove his great devotion
for the Arhats. The epigraph records the construction of
a Jain temple (basadi) by this chief, and the gift of a village,
called Kumudavada {modern Kalbhavi}, which was entrusted
into the hands of Devakirti, the disciple of Subhakirti, who
was the disciple of Jinacandra. This Jinacandra was, in his
turn, a disciple of Nagacandra, and the latter’s guru was
Gugakirtide‘ra, belonging to Mailapa anvaya and Kareya
gana, which was a section of the Yapanlya Sangha.1®

Next, we have two Jain inscriptions from Saundatti,
belonging to the 11th ceatury, We have already taken note
of an earlier epigraph from this place in the first volume?2,
of the present work. The first epigraph**®, is undated, but
it belongs to the reign of Someévara il (1068-1076) and
discloses the names of two Jain munis viz,, Ravicandra and
Arhapandi, belonging to the Kandura gaega, The second
epigraph®** is fortunately dated and belongs to the 21st
year of the Vikrama Cilukya era, corresponding to 1069
A.D. It mentions the reigning king Tribhuvanamalla, aligs
Vikramaditya VI, The inscription proves that all the Ratta
kings, from the very bepinniog, were converted Jains. The
present inscription mentions Mahdmandaledvara Karta-
virya II, the feudatory of Vikramaditya VI and his grant
for the Jain temple of Sugandhavartl, erected by Kajasena
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or Sena I, ihe father of Kiartavirya II, This epigraph also
records @ grant by Kirtavirya II's elder brother
Kapneskaira II, whose gury was the great preceptor, the
Traividya Kanakaprabhasiddantadeva,

A 13th century epigraph®*®, dated Saka 1151, from
Saundatti, belonging to the reign of the Ratta chief Mahi
mandalesvara Lakshmideva II, mentions a great Jain teacher
Municandra, who is given the cpithet (rafaguru) the ‘royal
preceptor’. Incidentally, the epigraph also mentions
Prabhicandra Siddhantadeva, the priest of Magikyatirtha
basadi at Hiili and some other colleagues of that priest,

An epigraph**®, from Huli, gives us two important dates.
The first is Saka 966, corresponding to 1044 A.D. The
reigning Western Calukya king of that time, viz, Somes-
vara I, alias Abhavamalla has been mentioned in this
epigraph, We are told that, at this great centre of
Brahmanical learning (the original name was Pili), Lacchi-
yabbe, the wife of the governor of that district (viz. Kundi,
roughly corresponding to the modern district of Belgaum),
constructed a Jain temple, and for its mainténance gave,
some grant to its newly-appointed priest, called Balacandra
Bhaitiraka, who belonged to the Yapaniya Sangha and
Punndgavrkshamila gonpa. A monk of this gapa, as we
have already seen in the first chapter of the present work,
has been mentioned in a 12th century epigraph from
Kolhapur district of Maharashtra, The present inscription
was however, incised at least a century before the Kolhapur
record. The second part of the epigraph, yields the date
Saka 1067, corresponding to 1145 A.D., and mentions,
Jagadekamalla (1138-51 AD.) as the reigoing king. It also
records some grant in favour of that Jain temple and also
mentions its priest Ramacandra. It should be remembered,
in this connexion, that the Magikyatirtha basedi at Huli,
mentioned in another epigraph, noticed above, is different
from the Jain temple, referred to in the present epigraph,
This Mipikyatirtha basadi at Hali is, however, mentioncd
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in a 12th-century epigraph®'?, from Huli itself. The
epigraph refers to the reigning king Vikramaditya VI and
also several dedryas of Kagdura gana like Bahubali, Subha-
candra, Maunideva and Maghanandi, It then refers toa
chief called Bijjala, son of king Patta of Puli town, This
Bijjala is represented in the epigraph as a builder of a Jain
temple, and as a patron of Jainism.

A short epigraph''® from a place called Hanadlkatti
dated 1130 A,D., of the reign of Bhilokamalla ie. Some$-
vara I11 (1126-38), yields the name of a Jain temple called
Mainikyadeva basadi, dedicated to Pirsvanitha, It also
refers to the gift of one Mahimandaledvara Mirasithha for
that temple.

An extremely important Jain epigraph’*®, dated Saka
1127, corresponding to 1204 A D., bas been found at
Kalholi, Tt refersto the reigning Ratta king Kértavirya IV
and his younger brother Mallikirjuna, who were stationed
at Vepugrima (Belgaum). The mother of these two princes
viz.,, Candaladevl, also called Candrikddevl, was a great
Jain devotee, The inscription also refers to the relatives of
her father’s side, who claimed descent from the Yadava
lineage and who too, were dedicated Jains. A shrive,
dedicated to Santinditha, was constructed at Kalholi (ancient
Kalapode) by Réja 11, the nephew (brother’s son) of Candala-
devl. It was enstrusted to Subhacandra Bhattaraka, the
disciple of Nemicandra, who was the disciple of Maladhari,
belonging to Kugdakunda anmvaye, Milasangha, Pustaka
gaccha, Desi gapa and Hansoge section. The same King and
his brother Mallikdrjuna, are mentioned in another Jain
epigraph!*°, of the very same year, i.e. 1204 AD. This
was found from Belgaum town and the monk Subhacandra
here also is represented as receiving gift for another Jain
temple, constructed by a minor chief called Bica, who was
a sub-ordinate or land-lord under Kartavirya IV, who
apparently was an indepesdent king, unlike his
predecessors.
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An epigraph**? from Ekasambi, dated Saka 1087,
corresponding to 1165 A.D., of the time of $ilahara Vijaya-
ditya and Ratta Kdartavirya III, records the gift of land
for the temple of Nemin&tha, which was built by one
Kélana, a commander of Vijayaditya, The recipient of the
gift was Vijayakirti II, the disciple of Kumarakirti, who was
the disciple of Vijayakirti I and the latter of Municandra,
belonging to the Yapanlya Sangha and Punndgavpkshamila,
On the above mentioned date, this shrine of Neminatha,
was visited by Kirtavirya IIl, who also made some gift of
land to that temple. Another epigraph*??, from Belgaum
of 1204 A.D., of the reign of Kartavirya IV, mentions
Rat{a-Jinalaya of Vegugrama, built by Bica or Bicaga and
some grant of land for the temple by that king. The
Digambara Subhacandra is aiso menticned in this epigraph,
It is interesting to note that Padmiavatl, the wife of
Kartavirya III and the grand-mother of Kartavirya 1V, is
represented as the second Padmaivati (the Sasanadevaid of
Parévandtha) in this epigraph'?®  Several other Jain
epigraphs*3¢ from Belgaum district are known ; bowever,
in the limited space of the present work, it is not possible to
discuss all of them. These epigraphs abundantiy prove
that Jainism was still a force to reckon with, in the religious
system of that area, in the period under review,

Jainism in Dharwar district :  This large district of
Karnatak was very intimately associated with Jainism from
quite early times, In the first volume of the present work,
we took note of 2 number of epigraphs, of this district,
inscribed before 1000 A.D. lLet us now discuss the
important Jain ioscriptions of the period between 1000 and
1300 A.D.

The earliest important epigraph of our period, from
this district*#*®, comes from Mulgund, an epigraph of which
place has been discussed in the earlier volume®®®, of the
present work, The inscription, under discussion, was
inscribed in Saka 975, corresponding to 1053 A D., during
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the reign of Trailokyamalladeva glias Someévara I (1043-
1068} of the Western Cilukya dynasty. It mentions his som
Somesvara II, who was the goverpor of this area. The
inscription records the grant of some land by Kaficarasa of
Sinda house (a feudatory of the Western Célukyas) to
Nayasena Papdita, who is represented in the epigraph, as
the fourth in the spiritual lineage from Ajitasena, who
belonged to the Milasangha, Sendnvaya and Candrakavata
anvaya. The disciple of Ajitasena was Kanakasena and the
latter’s disciple was Narendrasena, the immediate spiritual
predecessor of Nayasena. Both Narendrasena and Nayasenz
have been described in this epigraph as experts in grammar,
Desai has shown®?7, that Ajitasena of this inscription, is
identical with the Jain teacher, of the same name, meationed
in the Clvundardyapuriga, as the guru of Cimugdarija. Again,
we have in the earlier Mulgund epigraph®®®, dated 902
A.D., three generations of monks, begining from Kumira-
sena, his disciple Virasena and the latter’s dis:iple
Kapakasena, The earliest guru Kumiarasena is described
here also, as belonging to Candrikavata (Candikdvata) Now,
the Cdvundardyapurana also makes Kumirasena’s guru
Dharmasena, as a resident of Candrikavaia. This particular
place has been identified by Desai**? with Chandakavate
of Bijapur district. That scholar has also referred to a few
other monks of this lineage. It has further been shown'?*°,
on the evidence of the Makdsuripa of Mallishega, that
Muigund was cogsidered a Jain tirthe in the mediacval
period. A few other short epigraphs from Mulgund are
koown.'®*  Aqn inscription®®? of the time of Someévaral,
claims on behalf of one sdnanta Bhavanagandhavarapa, that
he built J:in establishments in various places, including
Mulgund,

Next, we must refer to the epigraph of Sika 977,
corresponding toe 1055 A,D., found at Bankapur. This
place, as we have already noticed in our earlier volumel?s,
is mentioned in the pradasti of the Ustarapuriga, which was
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completed in Saka 820, probably by Lokasena, the disciple
of Gugabhadra. As late as the 17th century, Bankapur
was considered a Jain trtFa.*®* Inan epigraph®®®, of 925
A DD, we have g reference to Dhora Jindlaya of Bankapura.
Another Jain temple of this place?®?, is mentioned in an
inscription of the I12th century. The epigraph of Saka 977
mentions prince Vikramaditya VI, the son of the reigning
king Somedvara 1. We are told that his samanta Harikegar!
{of Kadamba lireage), along with his wife Laccaladevl and
other marchants of Baikiapura, had built a Jain temple at
this place, The epigraph also refers to the grant of some
land to this temple.

An epigraph'®?, from Mote Bennur in Dharwar district,
mentions a monk called Santinandi Bhattiraks, who is
described as belonging to the Candrikavatavarméa of the
Milasangha, We have already seen that Candrikivata was
a place in Bijapur district and was associated with
monks of Mulasanigha and Sendnvaya. A short epigraph!?®®,
recording the death of a monk, called Miaghanandi of
Siirastha gapa, has been found from this place,

Chronologically, the next important epigraph*3®, from
Dhbarwar district comes from a place, called Gawarwad. It
has two dates viz, Saka 993 apd 994 respectively, corres-
ponding to 1071 and 1072 of the Christian era, The reigning
king was Somesvara II (1068-1076). This long epigraph
can be divided into four parts. The first part, which is the
most important, records the description of a Jina temple at
Apgigere**® (also in Dharwar district), which was
constructed by Ganga Permidi, generally identified with
Biatuga II, who was such agreat patron®*** of the Digambara
religion. This temple was in charge of Gupakirti, belonging
to the Balaikara gipa of the Milasangha. Several of bis
spiritual predecessors have been mentioned. Afterwards,
we are told, that this temple was destroyed by 2 Cela king
(obvicusly Rajadhirdjad, After some time, during the rule
of Someévara II, when Lakshmarasa, became the governor
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of that area (Puligere etc.), he repaired it, and at that time,
gave some grant to muni Tribhuvanacandra, Lakshmarasa
has been described in the epigraph, as a dedicated Jain. At
the time of this grant (Saka 993) Someévara II was stationed
at 2 place, called Kakkaragonda, on the Tungabhadra. The
second part of the grant is dated Saka 994 and refers to
another chief called Katarasa, who is described as the
worshipper of Jvalinl (i.e. Jvdlimalini, the Yakshin? of
Candraprabha), The recipient here also is Tribhuvana-
candra. The 3rd part mentions Sakalacandra, the disciple
of Udayacandra, the superintendent of the temple and the
fourth part mentions another Jina temple of Baftakere (a
nearby place).

An epigraph*4®, from Lakshmesvar, dated Saka 996,
corresponding to 1074 A D,, refers to Permadi-basadi of
Purigere and also to Tribhuvanacandra, who is mentioned
in the earlier epigraph, just discussed. This particular
place ie. Purikara or Purigere, as noticed in the earlier
volume of the present work**®, was known as a holy Jain
tirtha from much earlier times., As noticed by Desailé*,
there were several temples at this place, named after the
Western Ganga kings, who were great patrons of Jainism.

Next, we must refer to the well-known Gudigere
epigraph**s, dated Saka 998, corresponding to 1076 A.D.
It mentions a great Jain monk Srinandi and his female
disciple Ashtopavdsakanti (meaning ‘the nun of eight fasts’)
and also refers to a ParSva temple of that place. We are
also told of Anesejjaya basadi of Purigere, which according
to this epigraph, was constructed by Kumkumamahbadev,
the sister of Calukya Vijayaditya, This information has
now been confirmmed by a copper pilate charter*#*, of that
king, dated 718 A.D. There is also reference to Bhuvanai-
kamaila Santinithadeva temple, which was apparently
built by Somesvara II, who had that title. It also proves
that this powerful Calukya king, took personal interest, in
the propagation of this religious system,
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The next important epigraph**7?, from this district, once
more, comes from Lakshmeswar, dated in the Cilukya
Vikrama year 6, corresponding to 108! A D. It refersto
some git to the Jain muai Narendrasena II, disciple of
Nayasena, who was the disciple of Narendrasena I of the
Milasangha, Senagana, We have already come across
Narendrasena I and his disciple Nayasena, who are
mentioned in the Mulgund epigraph, dated 1053 A.D.,
referred to above,

Several Jain temples of Dharwar district are mentioned
in some epigraphs of the 12th century. We have, for
example, references to Brahma-jinilaya of Belawattit*®,
Mallinatha-jindlaya of Niralagi'*® Parévanatha temple of
Balehalli'®®, Vijaya-Par§va-jinendra temple of Karagudrits®,
Parévadeva temple of Guttal’®?, Santinfitha temple of
Lakkugdi®®®, Srivijaya-jinalaya of Lakshmeswar®+, etc.
There were certainly many more temples in this area, which
have not been mentioned in the epigraphs,

Let us now turn our attention to the famous Ablur
epigraph'®®, which throws very interesting light on the
relationship of the Jains with tbe Saivas in the 12th century.
According to this well-known epigraph, it was the Saiva
saint Ekantada Ramayya, 2 contemporary of Kalacurya
Bijjala (1156-1168), who defeated the Jains in debate and
obtained a jayg-patra from Bijjala. We are further told that
the debate was first held at Ablur (2 miles to the west of
Kod), We learn from the relevant lines, that he astonished
the Jains by showing a miracle and then after destroying
the local Jain temple, built there a temple of Siva, called
Yira Somandtha. The Jains then complained to Bijjala, in
whose court, it appears, Ramayya once more defeated the
Jains in debate, and demanded the destruction of eight
hundred Jina temples, including the famous Anesejjaya-
basadi (that is of Lakshmeswar)., The inscription, however,
does not specifically say, whether any more Jain temple
{(other than that of Ablur) was destroyed either by Ramayya
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or Bijjala. But we have evidences to show that in the 2nd
half of the 12th century, the Brahmagical Hindus, parti-
cularly the Saivas, were becoming increasingly hostile
towards the Jains. Desai'®® has drawn our attention to two
more ins}:riptiOns, which prove that the Jains became the
targets of attack in the 12th century, The first epigraphs7,
found from Annigeri of Dharwar district (Navalgund
Taluk), dated 1184 A.D., of the reign of Someévara IV,
describes one Saiva fendatory chief, called Vira Goggideva,
as an ‘eagle to the Jaina snake’ and as a *hunter to the wild
beasts, which are Jains’, and as a ‘fire to the Jaina
scriptures’ (Jainagama dhiamaketu) and as ‘god of death to
those, who professed the Jaina creed’. There is, therefore,
little doubt that this Goeggideva, a staunch éaiva, like
Ekdntada R&mayya, did everything to damage the fair
reputation of the Jain saints in Karnatak. The second
inscription®®®, referred to by Desai, of the same date, ie.
1184 A.D,, also of the reign of Someévara IV, mentions
Viruparasa, Viradasa and other Saiva devotees, who are
described as the ‘conflagration to the wild forest of the
Jaina creed” and who are represented as having *'pounded
and powdered the Jaina temples,” These three inscrip-
tions, therefore, directly prove that the good days of
Jainism were practically over by the end of the 12th
century, They had to pay a very heavy price for the blind
anti-Brihmanism, from the very beginning of their existence,
However, this will be discussed elsewhere in this work.

In this connexion, we should also examine the evidence,
supplied by the Basavapurapa®®®, a Virafaiva work, which
was written probably around 1369 A.D.*%° This text also
has several passages, which were inspired by anti-Jain
attitude,**1 Basava, was not only against Jainism, but also
orthodox Brahmanism, for he did not accept the traditional
caste-system of the Hindus.?®® However, it is quite
interesting to note, that in the epigraph®®®, which actually
mentions Basava, there is a reference to a Jain shrine, called
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Kuliya-Basadi,*** However, in this epigraph (from
Managoli in Bijapur district), we do not get anything against
the Jains,

It should, however, not be supposed that as a_result of
the activities of the Saivas, Jainism ceased to exist in either
Dharwar district or Karnatak. We have several epigraphs
from this district after 1200 A.D., which prove our point,
Jain temples continued to be repaired or built throughout
the 13th century. A Jain shrine at Managundi was repaired
in 1216 A.D.1%5 A gift to Srivijaya Jinalaya of the famous
Purikara town {Lakshmeswar) was made in 1247 A.D,;
during the reign of Yadava Sitihana,*®° A Jain temple was
built in 1285 A.D., during the 14th year of Yadava Riama-
candra.**” A gift to a Jain shrine at Dambala, was
registered during the reign of the same king in 1290 A.D.***
Aunother epigraph®®?, dated 1295 A,D., mentions some gift
for the Santinatha temple of Purikara, We have also some
other Jain epigraphs:”¢, of the reign of the Yidava
Rimacandra.

Jain Epigraphs from Shimoga district: Several places of
Shimoga district were associated with Jainism from quite
early times. Many epigraphs from these places have so
far been noticed. We will discuss here only some important
epigraphs, which throw light on the state of Jainism, in this
area, A large number of Jain epigraphs have been
discovered from places like Balgambe, Humcha, Dansale,
Alehalli, Tatiakare, Bandalike, Isur, Hirre Abli, Sorab etc.
Let us first discuss the epigraphs from Balgambe, which
was also known as Ba]ligave or Baligrima. All the
important epigraphs, from this place, belong to the 1lth
century and the earliest one, is dated, Saka 979, corres.
ponding to 1048 A D,*** It was issued during the reign of
the Western Cilukya emperor Somes$vara I (1043-1068),
who had the popular title of Trailokyamalia. It then mentions
his feudatory Camundardja Riyarasa, who was then the
governor of Banavasl, His capital was Balligave and the
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epigraph registers some grant for the local Ashtopavasi
Bhattiraka basadi. The gift was entrusted to Kesavanandi,
the disciple of Meghapandi, who was connected with
Jajahuti $antinitha. Next, we have, from the same place,
an epigraph”® of the very first year (Saka 990) of
Somesvara 11 Bhuvanaikamalia (1068-76), which refers to his
feudatory ILakshma. The general of this governor was
Dapdandtha Siuntinitha, who was a great Jain devotee. He
is described in this epigraph as a ‘royal swan to the lotus,
the supreme Jina creed’. We are told that many impurities,
baving corrupted the nectar of the lina marga, like water
and milk, with the bill of good doctrine, he separated the
water of evil deeds, and made the good creed, which issued
from the mouth of Jina, fit, to be imbibed by the Bhavyas
with joy—hence he was called the royal swaa to the lotus,
the supreme Jina creed. This epigraph further meations
the famous Santi Tirthesa shrine of this place, which
according to it, was formerly built of wood and atthe
request of general Sdatindtha (his very name is suggestive
" of the Jain affiliation of his family), Lakshma converted it
into a stone temple. It is of great interest to note that
Ba]ligave or Baligrama, was the meeting place of all
important religious systems, and we are told, that this town
could boast of the temples of Jina, Rudra, Buddha, Hari
and Vipra (probably a temple, belonging to the orthodox
Brahmins), This proves the great catholicity of the people
of this town, and apparently the monks of all systems, lived
peacefully in this area. The epigraph lastly mentions the
recipient of the gift, Maghanandi Bhattdraka, the disciple
of Mupicandra, who was the disciple of Vardhamana
Munladra, belonging to the Miilasangha, Desi gapa and
Kondakunda anvaya, A short epigraph***, of about 1073
A.D., in the Nagari script, incised on & broken Jina icon,
was also discovered from a field near Balgambe. It mentions
the monk Anantakirti, the discipie of Municandra, belonging
to the Balatkira gana, who was conpected with Santindtha
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of Malava janapada, It appears from this short epigrapb,
that the monks of Northern India, used to visit or even
stay in Southern parts of the couatry, After the llth
century, Karpitaka became the safest place for the
Digambara monks of other parts of India.

Another important epigraph'74, from this place, is dated
1077 A.D., corresponding to the 2nd year of Vikrama-
ditya VI’s reign. It refers to the gift given to the Jain monk
Rimasena, who was the disciple of Gupabhadra, belonging
to the Mglasangha, Senagana and Pogari gaccha. The donor
was Barmadeva, the governor of that area, and the giflt was
given for the Cilukya-Ganga Perminadi jinalaya.

Another very important Jain centre of this district, was
Humcha, which was known in ancient times, as Pomburca,
The earliest Jain epigraph”%, of this place, is dated in Saka
year 819, corresponding to 897 A.D. It was the capital,
from the very beginning, of the king of the Santara dynasty,
who according to the epigraphs*™®, originally belonged to
Northern Madhura or Mathura, which, as we all know, was
a great centre of Jainism®?7, from pre-Christian times, It
is also interesting to note that the earliest member of this
dynasty viz, Jinadattaraya has been described in the
epigraphs1’®, as being favoured by the Jain goddess
padmavati. There is little doubt, therefore, that nearly all
the members of this royal dynasty, openiy patronised the
religion of the Jinas. The earliest Jain temple, of this place,
was built in 897 A.D., by Tolapurusha Vikramaditya
$antara for his gurx Mauni Siddhanta Bhattaraka, belonging
to Kopdakunda anvaya.'™® Next, we have an epigraph®?, of
the early 10th century, which informs us of the erection of a
Jain temple, at this place, by Piliyakka, the queen of Toli-
purusha Santara, It was known as Paliyakka temple.

Next, we have an epigraph®®*, of 1062 A.D., of the time
of Trailokyamalla alias Some$varal (1043-6%), from Humcha,
which mentions his, governor Vira dantara and the latter’s
officer Pattapa-svimi Nokkaya Seiti, who built a Jina
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temple, after his name, called Pat{ana-svimi jindlaya in Saka
934 at Pombarchapura- (Humcha}. The epigraph also
discloses the name of this merchant’s guru cailed Divikarg-
nandi, The gift was entrusted to Sakalacandra Paydita,
who too, probably was a disciple of Divakaranandi. Some
otber pious works of Nokkaya Setti have also been recorded
in this epigraph.

Another epigraph?®®, from Humcha, of the same date,
{1062 A.D.), discloses the fact that Nokkiyabbe Jina temple
was oiginally built by Jinadatts, who as we have already
noted, was the founder ¢f this dynasty. The epigraph
shows that during Vira Santara’s rule, his wife Cagaladevi,
who was a great Jain devetee, built a forgpa for the
Nokiyabbe Jina temple, which was evidently the earliest
shrine of this place. The epigraph also mentions a Jain
guru, called Madhavasena. That Vira Santara was a devout
Jain, is clearly proved by his popular epithet jing-radara-
dhakam, found in most of his epigraphs,

For the next Sintara ruler viz. Bhujabala Sa‘mtara, we
have several Jain epigraph from Humcha, The first
inscription®®®, is dated in the Saka year 987, corresponding
to 1065 A.D. The epithets of this king show that he too,
like his predecessor was a Jain by faith, It also discloses
the name of a new Jain temple called Bhujabala Santara
jin®aya, which was apparently built by this king, and was
also named after him. His gure was Kanakanandideva,
who was the recipient of the usuval gifis, given for this
temple.

The next epigraph'®+, from this place, is undated, but
is assigned to 1077 A.D., and it also mentions Bhujabala
Sintara as the reigning king. The epigraph records some
grant for the Tirthada basadf, built by Pattanasvami, This
particular temple has already been noficed in connexion
with an epigraph of the time of Vira Santara.

A very important epigraph®®”, from Humcha, is dated
in the Saka year $99, corresponding to 1077 A.D. It
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mentions Nanni Sdntara, the younger brother of Bhujabale
Santara, as the reigning king and also represents that
monarch as a great Jain by faith. This long epigraph also
represents the aunt (mother’s sister) of Nanni Santara viz.
Cattaladevl, s a supreme Jain laywoman and mentjons the
fact that she built, in memory of her dead relatives, a great
Jain temple, called by the name, Utrvitilaka jindlaya. The
epigraph also discloses the fact that Cattaladevi also built
a pumber of other temples, and caused a number of tanks
to be excavated. She and Nanni $antara are further
represented as the disciples of Vijaya-Bhattaraka, belonging
to Nandiganaz and Arupgalinvaya. The famous disciple of
this Vijaya-Bhattéiraka was Sreyamsa Papdita, who was the
recipient of the gift for this great temple-complex. Another
epigraph'®®, of the same date, from the same site, records
the gift, made by all the four brothers, viz. Bhujabala,
Nanni, Vikrama and Barmadeva and their mother (actually
aunt) Cattaladevy, in favour of this temple. The epigraph,
mentions Kamalabhadradeva, 2 prominent disciple of
Vijaya-Bhaftaraka, who is also referred to in the earlier
epigraph. Two other epigraphs'®*?, from Humcha, of
the same period, mention some gifts by these Santara
brothers and Cattaladevi in almost identical language, An
epigraph*®®, of Saka 1009, corresponding to 1(87 A.D.,
mentions some gift, for the same temple.complex, by
Vikrama ISintara, the younger bother of Bhujabala and
Nanni. The recipient was Ajitasena, who too, was a
disciple of Vijaya Bhat{araka,

The epigraph?®®, dated Saka 1069, cori¢sponding to
1147 A.D., from the same place, of the time of Vikrama
dantara II, mentions his overlord Jagadekamalla (1138-1151
A.D.), and refers to his sister Pampadevi, who is represented
as a great patron of the Digambara Jains. Both Vikrama
Santara II and Pampadevi are .represented as the lay
disciples of Ajitasena Pagdita. The ecpigraph refers to
some gift, made in favour of Urvitilaka jinalaya, The great
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Vasupjva Siddhiantadeva, who is mentioned in many con-
temporary Karnataka epigraphs, is also referred to in the
present inscription,
Bandalike, in Shikarpur taluk, was another very impor-
tant Jain centre of this district, and is recognised as a2 tirtha
in an epigraph®®° of Sika 840, corresponding to 9{8 A.D.
' The earliest Jain epigraph, of our period, from this place
is dated in Saka 996, corresponding to 1074 A.D. It men-
tions the Calukya feudatory Permiadi Udayiaditya and his
overlord Bhuvanaikamalla, aligs Somedvara II, The epi-
graph®®* records a grant by Bhuvanaikamalla for the
$antinitha temple of this place, The recipient was Kula-
candradeva, the disciple of Paramfinanata Siddhantadeva,
belonging to the Mitlasangha, Kragira gapa. That the temple
of Santindtha at Bandalike or Basdhavapura {(this Sanskrit
name of this place is found in several epigraphs) was quite
famous, is also apparent from anocther epigraph®3, found
from Chikkamagadi in the same Shikarpur taluk of Shimogs
district. According to that epigraph, the Hoysala general
Rechana before 1182 A D., visited this place and granted &
village for this temple. A good description of the temple-
complex of Santinatha, at this place, will aiso be found in an
epigraphl®® from this place, dated Saka t125, correspond-
ing to 1203 A.D. It mentions the erection of a mandapa by
a merchant, cailed Bodha-Setii, at the temple of Santinatha.
The priest Subhacandra, belonging to Krigiira gapa, was
evidently a very influential monk ot this area. Ao important
minister ot Balldla il {1173-1220), viz. Malla alias Kammata,
was also associated with this great temple, according to this
epigraph. The death of Subhacandra is recorded in ap
epigraph®®*, from this site, dated 1213 A.D
From Kuppajiiru in the same district, we have an epi-
graph®® of Saka 997, corresponding to 1075 A.D. This
epigraph mentions a Kadamba prince Kistideva and his wife
Malaladevi, who was a great Jiin laywoman, This epigraph
also incidentally mentions Bandalike (Bandagikd) as a great

8
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tirtha, We are told that the queen, after the washing the
feet of Padmanandi of Bandagike, granted some gift for the
Brahma-jirilaya of Kuppaturu (actual spelling is Xuppa-
tira), Tiis Brahma-jindlaya, we further learn, was dedica-
ted to Parsvanitha and was also held in great esteem by the
local Brahmin community. Padmapandi belonged to
Kundakunda line, Kinura gapa and Tintrini gaccha.

An epigraph®® from Taitekere in the same Shimoga
disirict, dated daka 1001, corresponcing to 1079 A D, mec-
tions Tribhuvanamalla alfigs Vikramiditya V1 as the
reigning king and his feudatory Ganga-Permadideva. It
- records the construction of a temple and lake by Nokkayya,
an officer of that feudatory king at Tt {tekere. We are fur-
ther told that Ganga-Permidi granted some gift for this
temple and also that of a nearby place, called Nellavatti,
Nokkaya has been described as a disciple of Prabbacandra
siddbantika of Krapiira gana, Meshapashina gaccha, belong-
ing to the N ilasangha. We have another undated epi-
graph!®? of the time of the same Tribhuvanamalla alias
Vikram gditya VI from Isur in Shimoga district, which men-
tions the construction of a Jain temiple, and some gift by
Bigeya Bammi Setii.

' Next, we have an interesting epigraph*®® from Alahalji
in Shimoga taluk, which belongs to the Vikrama Calukya
year 37 and mentions Tribbuvanamalla alies Vikramaditya
VI. It records the construction of a Jina temple by
Bacaladevl, one of the queens of Mahamapdalesvara Ganga-
Permiadideva at Bannikere, dedicated to Par§vapitha, We
are told that this temple was constructed for the use of the
morks of the Deéi gapa and Millasangha. A gift was made
for that temple, by that queen in presence of all princes of
her family. It was entrusted to Subhacandra, the disciple
of Maladhirideva, belonging to Dedi gana,

From Dansale in Tirthahalli ta/uk, we have an epi-
graph'®® of the time of Vikramaditya VI, dated Saka 1025,
corresponding to 1103 A.D. It refers to Cattaladevi and



YAINIIM IN NORTH INDIA 115

Tribhuvanamalla Sdntara and mentions the erection of a
Jain temple (basadi) by Cattaladevi, The epigraph also
refers to Ajitasena Bhattaraka, belonging to Dravida Sangha
and Arungalinvaya., We have already seen that Cattala-
devl was a great Jain lay devotee, and did everything
possible for the promotion of the religion .of the Jinas,
From Nidigi in the same district, we have a record?°?, of
the Cilukya Vikrama year 42, corresponding to 1117 A.D,,
recording the erection of a Jain temple by one Barmi-Sei}i.
Several monks, belonging to Kriyiira gena, Meshapashipa
gaccha, including Prabhacandra and Subhakirti are mentioned
in this epigraph. We have already seen that Prabhdcandra
of this gaccha, has been mentioned in the epigraph from
Tattekere in the same district,

From Purle of the Shimoga taluk and district, has been
found a fairly big epigraph,3°* dated 1112 A.D., mentioning
both Tribhuvanamalla (Vikramaditya VI) and Hoysala
Narasititha I. It also refers to one Ganga-Jindlaya, which
was built at Kuruli-tlrtha (modern Purle) by Satyaganga-
deva ; a gift was registered in favour of Madhavacandra-
deva. There is also a reference to a Caityglaya buiit at
Kuntalapura, which appears to be another name of Kuruli
(Purle). Kuntalapuri and its Jain tcmple are mentioned in
another Jain epigraph?¢? from Purle, dated 1204 A.D., of
the time of Hoysala Balldla II (1173-1220).

An epigraph®°® from Hire Abli of Sorab taluk, in
Shimoga district, discloses the name of a local Parévanitha
temple, which received a grant in 1142 A.D., during the
reign of Jagadekamalla (1138-51). The donor was one
Pergade Mayduna. It alsc mentions Dandaniyaka Yoge-
fvara, who too, was probably a patron of the Jain religion.
Hire Abli was known as Avaliin ancient times, The epi-
graph mentions Virasena and Magikyasena, belonging to
Miilasanigha, Seragaga and Pogari gaccha,

The above discussion of some of the epigraphs from
Shimoga district, proves that this area could boast of a
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number of places, intimately connected with Jainism. Some
of them will, once more, be noticed in the chapter on Jain
tirchas, A few places which too, have yielded Jain epi-
graphs, will also be noticed, in that chapter.

Jain Epigraphs from Chitradurga disirice ;—Not many Jain
epigraphs have been discovered from this district of Karna-
tak. We will take note here of only three Jain epigraphs of
this district. The earliest one®*°*, dated in the Cilukya
Vikrama year 53, corresponding to 1128 A.D.,, was found
from Sabnur, situaied in Devanagare tafuk, It refers to the
reigning monarch Some$vara III [1126-38), who too, was
known as Tribhuvanamalla. The epigraph refers to a temple
of Pardvanitha, which was built at Sambapfiru (modern
Sabnur), by Kilivakke, the wife of Dagdadhipa Sturya, a
general of Papdya, a CBlukyan feudatory. The priest of
this temple, to whom a gift of land was given, for the main-
tenance of the temple was SantiSayana Pagdita, who
belopged to the Dravida Safigha and Arufigalanvaya,
Several monks of this line, have been mentioned in this
epigraph. Both Dandadhipa Slirya and his wife were great
Jain devotees,

The next Jain inscription from Chitradurga district is
dated 1154 A.D. It was discovered from Hollakere. This
copper plate records®® the renovation of the dilapidated
Siva temple of this place, dedicated to Santinatha, by one
Parévasena Bhattiraka of the Malasangha, The third Jain
inscription®°®, from this district, is dated in 1271 AD.,
during the reign of the Yadava king Rimacandra. The
epigraph mentions the erection of a Jina temple of the
name of Lakshmi jindlaya at Beiril, situated in Devangere
taluk of Chitradurga district, by one Kicirdja, a feudatory
of Ramacandra’s governor RAmadeva. This Kiicirdja was
certainly & devoted Jain, as his guru was Padmasena Bhafta-
yaka, We are further told that Lakshm?} jindiaya, built by
Kicirdja, was dedicated to Parévanitha, The temple was
given by Kicirdja to the monks of Millasafigha, Senagaga
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and Pogale gaccha. His guru Padmascna became the chief
priest of this newly-constructed temple,

Jain Epigraphs from Chikmagalur district :—The district of
Chikmagalur has yielded 2 good number of Jain epigraphs
of different periods, The eartiest inscription, of our period,
comes from Angadi in Mudigere taluk. A number of
memorial epigraphs of the 10th and the 11th certury have
been noticed in this place. The earliest one®°” is assigned
to circa 990 A.D. This records the death of one Vimala-
candra Pagdita, belongiag to Dravida Safigha, Kopdakunda
anvgra and Pustaka gagccha. The next one is also a memo-
r1a] tablet?°®, which records the death of one Vajrapani,
belonging to the same Sangha and gaga. This monk has
been described here as the guru of the king Réjamalla of
Gangavadi, who is generally identified with the first Hoysala
king 8dala. According to yet ancther memorial tablet from
Angadi®®®, this Vajrapani belonged to Sirastha gapa, This
particular epigraph is dated in 1054 A.D,, and refers to the
reign of Hoysala (Poysala) Vinayaditya, one of the earliest
kings of that illustrious dynasty. The epigraph also refers to
a Jain temple of the place called Sosavura basadi and the
gift, given to that temple by Jikiyabbe, the lady disciple of
Vajrapdpi. Sosaviira is probably a corruption of Sasaka-
pura?'?, the oldest name of Angadi, Another memorial
tablet®*!, from the same place, dated Saka 984, correspond-
ing to 1062 A, D., mentions S$antideva, who has been des-
cribed there as the guru of Hoysala Vinayaditya. Another
epigraph*!'* mentions the erection of a new Jain temple at
the same place, in the later part of $aka 984, corresponding
to 1063 A.D., by the son of a master-architect called Migika
Poysalacéiri. Guupasena Pagdita of Mullura was made the
new superintendent of this temple, The epigraph®*®, dated
1164 A.D., from Angadi mentions a gift by Vijava Nara-
simha, the Hoysala king (1152-1173) for the basadi, built by
a merchant at Sosaviira (also spelt sosevira), Another Jain
epigraph®!4, from this place, dated 1172 A,D,, yields the
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name of another Jain temple, called Honnafgl dasadi. All
these epigraphs from Angadi, not only prove that this place
was a great Jain centre from the 10th century onwards, but
a1so was the resident of some influential Ja2in monks, who
were regarded as the preceptors of the Hovsala kings, The
association of the early members of the Hoysala dynasty,
with the Jain monks, is also proved by other evidences *1°®

An epigraph from Sagarkatte®'® in Mysore district,
mentions Vardhamina muni, the disciple of Vadirdja, belong-
ing to Dravida Safgha, Arufigala anraya and Nandigaga, as
taking part in the Hoysala administration. Its editor
assigned it to the l1th century A D. Saletore has identified
this Vardhamana with Sudatta, the Jain sage, who is tradi-
tionally associated with the founder of the Hoysala king-
dom.*'* This Sudatta, is, however, mentioned for the first
time, in an an epigraph?®'® from Sorab, in Shimoga district,
dated 1208 A D, The guru of Vardhamana, viz Vadirdja is
definitely known to have flourished in 102> A D 2'® Regard-
ing him, we will have something more to say, in the chapter
on the Digambara literature A i6th century cpigrarh
from Humcha®®°, referred to by Saleiore®®*, also mentions
Varchaména as the guru of the Hoysalas, A Sravana
Belgola epigrapn??? of 1 29 A.D. mentions Santideva as
the guru of Vinayaditya, and we have already seen, that this
$dtideva is mentioned in an Angadi epigraph®#® of 1062
A.D,, as the guru of the same king. All these evidences go
far to prove the intimate association of the Jain monks with
the early Hoysala kings. We will see also afterwards, that
the later kings of this dynasty also were good patrons of
this religious system.

From Kadavanti in the same Chikmagalur district, we
have an epigraph??* which has been assigned to 1060 A.D.
This inscription mentions a temple called Niravadya Jind-
laya and records some gifts for it. We have several epi-
graphs from Mattivara in the same district, which prove its
close association with the Jain religion. The earliest Jain
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epigraph??* from this place, is dated in the Saka year 991,
corresponding to 1069 A.D, It mentions the fact that during
the reign of Vinayiditya, a new temple was built by
tiat king at Mattav@ra and s>me gift was registered on
that occasion. We are told that at first the Jain shrine was
situated on a hill outside Mattaviira village ; afterwards at
the request of a merchant called Mapikasetti, the king
ordered the constructton of a new bgsadi in the village itself,
This once more provas that this Hoysala king was a very
sincere patron of the religion of the Jinas, The other
epigraphs*®®, from this place, dated 1116, 1120 and 143
A D, respectively are all inscribed on memorial tablets,

We have an important Jain ep graph®?? from Hantdiru in
Mudigere ta3luk of Chikmagalur district, which is dated in
the 8aka year (052, corresponding to 1130 A.D, The
reigning king was Vishyuvardhana {1:06-56). Thc epigraph
praises his daughter Hariyabbarasi, who was a converted
Jain and wh se gwru was Gapdavimuks Siddhantadeva, the
disciple 0 Miazhanandi Siddhintadeva, belonging to Maila-
safigha, Kundakundanvaya,DeSigana and Pustakagaccha, We
are told that the princess Hariyabbarasi reconstructed the
famous Jain temple at Hantiyiira (modern Hantlicu) and also
granted some gift for the temple, which was entrusted to
Gagpdavimukta Siddbdntadeva. The epigraph further shows
that the princess Hariyabbarasi had the gifted land freed
from all kinds of taxes, from the Hoysala king. This also
indirectly shows the soft attitude of the Hoysalas towards
the Jain religion.

An epigraph??® from Sindigere of this district, dated
Saka 1060, corresponding to 1133 A.D,, of the time of
Hoysala Vishyuvardhana (which mentions Tribhuvanamalla
alias Somesvaraz III as his overlord) records some grant
for Sindangere basadi by Vishguvardhana, It also praises
his dopdanayaka Bharata, who was a great Jain. The epi-
graph {which is not complete} also mentions Kulacandra of
Kundakunda anvaya, his disciple Maghanandi and the latter’s
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disciple Gapdavimukie, who as we have already noticed, is
mentioned in the Hantdru record of Saka 1052, There is
little doubt that all these abcve-mentioned Digambara saints
were greatly respected in the Hoysala kingdom,

An ioteresting epigraph??® from Vakkalagere in Kadur
taluk, datad Saka 1127, corresponding to 1205 A.D,, of the
time of Ballala Il (1173-1210), the first independent Hoysala
monarch, mentions the erection of a Jina temple, called
Yekkoti jindlaya, at that place (Vokkalugere), by maha-
pradhdna Amitayya Dannayaka. The gift was given to
Nayakirti, a Digambara saint. Jain epigraphs have also
been found from Kalasa®*® in Mudigere rafuk and Chikma-
galur?®?,

Jain Epigraphs from Tumkwr disirict :—From Tumkur
district of Karnatak, bave been discovered, a few Jain
epigraphs, some of which, are quite important, The only
important Jain epigraph?®®, of the 1ith century, from this
district, comes from Hat{aga in Tiptur zaluk. It is dated ia
the Saka year 1000, corresponding to 1078 A,D. At that
time, the sovereign lord was Some$vara Il and his Hoysala
‘feudatory has also been mentioned. It records the gift of
}and and other things for the Nakhara Jirdlaya of Hattapa.
Monks, belonging to Maulasangha, DeSiya gapa, Pustaka
gaccha and Kopdakunda anvaya have also been referred to
in this epigraph, Another short epigraph®®®, from this
place, of the time of Hoysala Ballala (1101-1100), mentions
a Jain Acarya, called Subhacandra.

A fairly long epigraph?®* from Kaidal in Tumkur taluk
of this district, dated Saka 1073, corresponding to 1150 A.D,
of the time of Hoysala Vishguvardhana (1106-1152), dis-
<loses the existence of a sgmanta called Bicideva, who was a
man of great religious catholicity. We are told that this
gentleman not only built a Jina temple of the name of
Bhima Jindlaya at Kayda]a (the original name of Kaidal),
but also several Brihmanical temples, including those,
dedicated to the gods diva and Vishgu. Bhima Jinilaya,
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we are told, was dedicated to Parévanitha and a tank called
Mairasamudra was built near it, for the exclusive use of the
Jain devotees. Another Jain epigraph®®®, of the same
Tumkur taluk, dated Saka 1073, corresponding to 1150 A.D,,
of the time of Hoysala Narasimha I {1152-11 3), discovered
from Panditarahalli, mentions the reconstruction of a
dilapidated Jina temple (apparently of the same place). It
also mentions the Jain monk Gapdavimuktadeva of Pustaka
gaccha, Dediya gapa, Kondakunda amvayas and Millasaigha,
who is undoubtedly identical, with the monk of the same
name, noticed in connexion with an epigraph from Haniiru
{Chikmagalur district), dated Saka 1052, mentioned above.
This Digambara saint was surely a very influential pontiff
of this particular gaccha of the 12th century.

From Heggere in Chiknayakanhali tgluk, was discovered
an interesting epigraph®®®, dated Saka 103, corresponding
to 1161 A.D., of the time of Narasithha I of the Hoysala
dynasty. It also mentions his overlord, the Calukyan king
Bhiilokamalla, who was his nominal suzerin, The identity of
this Bbiilokamalla has not yet been settled®®”. This epigraph
records the construction of a Jina temple, called Cenna-
Paréva basadi, which was obviously dedicated to Par§vana-
tha, by Bitjideva, the feudatory of Hoysala Narasithha I. It
also mentions Mapikanandi Siddhdntadeva, the disciple of
of Gunacandra, as the recipient of the gift, given to that
temple. They belonged to Millasangha, Desdiya gana,
Pustaka gaccha and Kogdakunda anvaya, Two short epi-
graphs?®%, on memorial tablets. dated respectively 1163
apd 1298 A.D., have also been discovered from the same
place. Two memorial tablets?®® from Karahalu in Tum-
xur taluk, dated 1174 A D, (approximately), record the
death of two devoted Jain ladies called Haryaladevl and
Haribharadevl respectively.

An epigraph®+° from Maptanidugallu in Pavagada taluk
of this district, dated Saka 1155, corresponding to 1232A.D,,
records the construction of a Jina temple, called Jogava
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ttige basadi at Nidugalila, by a chief called Gafigena Maireya,
We further learn from this epigraph that this temple was
dedicated to Lord Pardvanéitha. The epigraph also dis-
closes the names of the monks Padmaprabba Maladhiri-
deva and his guru Viranandi, belonging to Milasadgha,
D:fiya gapa, Koundakunda agnvaya and Pustaka gaccha.
Another epigraph®*® from Amardpura in Sira faluk, dated
Saka 1200, corresponding to 1278 A.D, mentionsa
Jina temple called Brahma-Jinilaya and two monks of
Pustaka gaccha and Ingaleévara bali.

Jain Epigraphs from Hassan districs: Thi: district of
Karnatak, has vielded quite & large number of epigraphs,
apart from Sravaga Belgola. Before we discuss the epi-
graphs of that famous place, of our period, we have to take
note of the Jain epigraphs, from other places of this district,
The earliest epigraph, which has been assigned to _060
A.D,, comes from Somavara of Arkalgud taluk, and it gives
the name of Gurasena Papdita, belonging to Dravida gana,
Nandi Sangha and Aruigala anvaye. He is further des.
cribed as the guru of the gusen Ecaladevl 4% A few other
short epigraphs?+43, of this place, yield the names of a
number of Jain monks &nd an unnamed Jain templz (Jaina-
geha). From Madaldpurainthesame taluk,hasbeendiscovered
an epigraph?**, which has been assigned to 1080 A.D., and
which also yields the name of a temple, cailed Arakere
basadi and associates Amalacandra Bhaj{iraka and his guru
Kalacandra Siddhintadeva with this basadi.

The well-knowa Belur, in this district, has yielded a few
epigraphs, which prove that this place was once associated
with Jainism. However, among the epigraphs, discovered
from this place, only one, deserves notice, A long epi-
graph?4% (The first part of which is missing), from this place
dated Saka 1054, corresponding to 1137 A.D,, eulogises the
achisvements of Vishgu dandadhipa, who was a general of
Hoysala Vishguvarvardhana. This general was a great
Jain and built, according to this epigraph, a magnificent



JAINISM IN SOUTH INDIA 123

Jina temple, named after the Hoysala king called Vishguvar-
dhana Jindlaya in the capital Dorasamudra. His guru
$ripila Traividyadeva was a great logician of those days
and the gifts, recorded in this epigraph, were given to him.
The epigraph proves that the king Vishduvardhapa him-~
self, was also associated with this gift,

Mugular in Hassan taluk was a great seat of Jainism in
the 12th century. The earliest epigraph?*®, from this
place, records the death of Vasupijya, who as welearn
from another epigraph®+?, from. this place, belonged to the
spiritual lineage of Sripala Traivdyadeva, who has been
mentioned in the Belur epigraph, referred to above, The
Mugulura epigraph®*¢® of 1147 A D., of the reign of Vishnu-
vardhana, records the fact that at Mugu]i (the oid name of’
this place), a merchant, called Govinda, built 2 Jina temple,
His guru was Vasupljya Ii of the same spiritual line. We
are further told that the father of this Govinda had built
another Jina temple at Dorssamudra. The gift for the
temple built by Govinda, was given to Vasupjya II,

An epigraph?*+¢® from Muttatti, in the same Hassan taluk,.
assigned to 1120 A.D., informs us that Vinayaditya, a
general of Vishpuvardhana, built a Jina temple at this place,
and gave it the name of Hoysala Jindlaya. The gift for the
temple was given to Prabbicandra Siddhdntadeva, ho was
the disciple of Meghacandra, belonging to Pustaka gaccha
and Kundakunda anvaya af Desi gan: and MBlasangha.

Let us now turn our attention to the epigraphs, of the
capital Dorasamudra, now known as Halebid. The earliest
epigraph from this place, are two small, mutilated ins.
criptions3®°, which have been assigned to the 1ith century,
One of them yields the name *Pupisa Jindlaya’ and another
refers to a Pirsva icon., However, the most important
epigraph®st, of this place, is that dated in 1133 A, D,, of the
time of the famous Hoysala king Vishnuvardhaana. The
epigraph mentions both Gangarija, the fam.us Jain general
(damdandyaka) and his equally illustricus son, the general
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{camiipa) Boppa. This epigraph pays a glowly tribute to
Gangaraja, who was not ooly, one of the greatest generals
of South India, of the 1:th century, but also a supreme
supporter of The Jain religious system. He is also re-
presented as rebuilding thousands of dilapidated Jain
temples of Gangavddi, which became a second Kopaga
(the great Jain centre). His son Boppa, according to this
-epigraph, built a great Jain temple at Dorasamudra, in
memory of his illustrious father. This temple was conse-
crated by the sage Nayakirti Siddhanta Cakravartl. We are
further told that the guru of Boppa was Subhacandra, who
belonged to Kopdaxunda gavayg and the latter was the dis-
.ciple of Prabhacandradeva Saiddhantika, Then, we are told,
that Vishguvardbana himself, was once so impressed by this
temple, that he changed its original name viz Drohagha-
‘rafta Jinalaya and christened it Vijaya-Parsvadeva basadi
.and also granted some gift for it. Some other gifts, by other
persons, are also recorded in the epigraph.

Vijaya-Piréva Jindlaya was not the only Jain temple of
Dorasamudra, Epigraphs, discovered in this place, men-
tion, at least, two more Jain shrines. The temple of $aati-
nitha at Dorasamudra, is mentioned in a late 12th century
epigraph?®? from Halebid. According to that epigraph,
some gift was registered, for this temple, in 1196 A.I> | by
some merchants of Dorasamudra. At that time, Ballala II
was the reigning king. It also mentions Bilacandra Siddha-
ntadeva and his disciple Ramacandra. The latter was the
recipient of the gift, given for this temple, This temple of

$antindtha is also mentioned in another epigraph of the 12th

century®®*,

At least one epigraph, of the 13th century, mentions the
famous Vijaya-Paréva Jindlaya, built by Boppadeva at
Dorasamudra. An inscription2®s from Halebid, dated Saka
1177, corresponding to 1255 A D,, informs us that Narasirh-
$ha Iil, the son of Someda (Somegvara), the Hoysala king,
wisited this temple, built by Boppadeva, and granted some
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gift for it. We have already seen that there were at least
two other Jina temples at Dorasamudra, one built by the
merchant Govinda in the 1st half of the 12th century, during.
the reign of Vishguvardhana, and the second called Punifa
Jindlaya, was built probably in the 11th century. We wilk
see, in comnexion with the epigsaphs of Sravapa Belgola,
that the Hoysala kings and their relatives gave parennial
support to the cause of the religion of the Jinas.

Heragu, in Hassan taluk, was another great centre of
Jainism from the 12th century. According to an epigraph®*®*
dated $aka 1077, corresponding 1155 A.D,, of the reign of
Narasitha I (1152- 173), a temple of the name of Cenna
Parévanitha, was built by Jakkabbe, the wife of the general
Cabimayya. Nayakirti of Pustaka gacchg was her guru. Other
epigraphs from this place, are known. The first, dated 1174
A.D %%, of the rteign of Balldla II (1173-1220), records a
gift for Cenna Pardvanidtha temple by the king himself, who
was surely interested in the religion of Jinas. The second®®®.
dated 1177 A.D., also refers to some gift for this Parsva
temple by two ordinary individuals.

An epigraph®®? from Karugund in Arsikere raluk, dated
daka 1080, corresponding to 1158 A D., of the reign of
Narasithha I, informs ns that on¢ Sdntiyapa, a petty chief,
built a Jina temple at Karikupda (the earlier name of
Karugund), and made some gift to this temple, which was
entrusted to Mallishega Pagdita, the disciple of the well-
known ViasRpujya Il, who in his turn, was the disciple of the
4ripala Traividya, about whom, we have already said a
few things. From the same ta/uk, has been discovered,
another epigraph, from a place called Banc#ira®®s, which is
dated in Saka 1090, corresponding to 1168 A D., and
mentions Balldla 11, as the reigning king (although Hhis
father Narasithha I was still alive) and records the cons-
truction of a temple, dedicated to Parfva, at Bandavura
(the earlier name of Band@ira), built by two merchants,.
called Madiraja and Safika-Sefti. The monks, belonging to
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the Aruhgala amvaya, including Mallishena, S$ripdla
Traividya and his disciple Vasupiijya II are also mentioned
here, which once more, proves that the Digambara monks,
of this line, were indeed extremely influential in the Hoyala
kingdom, We are further told that the icon of Pardva, in
this temple, was built by Pushpasena muni, who was one of
the disciples of Vasupiijya II. Another disciple of Vasuplljya
IJ, namely Vrshabhandtha, was made the priest of the
temple.

These great Jain saints of the Arufigala anvaya are, once
more, mentioned in the Markull epigraph**®, from Hassan
taluk, dated Saka 1095, corresponding to 1173 A.D., of the
reign of Balldla I1 (1173-1220), This epigraph informs us
that Bucimayya, a dignitary of the court of Balldla II, built
a temple, called Trikuta Jindlaya at Marikall {the earlier
name of Markull} and made some gift, which was eatrusted
to Vaspijya II, the celebrated disciple of Sripala Trai-
vidya.

From Arsikere, has been discovered, an epigraph?*®,
dated Saka 1141, corresponding to 1219 A.D., of the reign
of Balldla I1 (1173-1220), the famous Hoysala King. It
records the construction of the celebrated Sahasrakilta
Jindlaya at Arasiyakere by Recarasa, a minister of Kala-
curya stock, The gift was given by him to Sdgaranandi
Siddhantadeva, the disciple of Subhacandra Traividya, who
was the disciple of Mighanandi Siddhantadeva, beionging to
Pustaka gaccha and Ingalesvara bali, We are further told, in
this epigraph, that the Jain devotegs of this town, also built
another Jina temple at an ¢enormous cost, Anocther temple,
dedicated to Santinatha, was alse built by the people of this
town,

An epigraph®** from Hirehalli, in Belur zaluk, dated
1170, corresponding to 1248 A.D., mentions the construc-
tion of a shrine, dedicated to a Jgin monk, called Perumile-
deva by a chief called, Adi-Gavugda, Another epigraph®*®,
dated 1257 A.D, from this place, is known. It also men-
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tions the jinalaya, built -by Adi-Gavupda. This epigraph
records the construction of another Jina temple. From
Gorur alse, we have a Jain epigraph?®?, which refers to the
construction of a kasadi at Goravidra, The epigraph is
assigned to the 12th century. Let us now turn our attention
to the epigraphs of the famous éravana Belgola of our
period.

A very good number of epigraphs, from Sravapa Belgola,
in Hassan district, of our period, are known. In a few
epigraphs, some Western Calukya kings are indirectly
mentioned., In one epigraph®**, dated 1100 A,D., we are
told, that the monk Gugacandra, was the worshipper of the
feet of Mallikimoda Santlsa in Balipura, We have already
seen that Balipura or Balgambe, was well-known for its
Santiritha temple®*®#, and the present epigraph proves that
the Sintindtha temple of that famous tirtha, was originally
built by JYayasithba II (1015-1043), who had the title of
Mallikamoca,**®* The present Sravana Belgola epigraph
also states that the Jain muni Vasavacandta was given the
title of Bala-Sarasvati in the Calukyan cepital, Another
epigraph from this place®?7, dated 1129 A.D., informs us
that the Jain philosopher Vadirija, was honoured by
Jayasithha II and another Jain muni, called Svami, got the
title of Sabda Caturmukka fr¢m Ahavamalla or Someévara [
(1043-68). ’

However, the majority of the epigraphs, of our period,
from Sravapa Belgola, are connected with the activities of
the kings,.queens and generals of the famous Hoysala
dynasty. We have already seen that the Jain monks took
active interest in the internal affairs of the Hoysalas, from
the very beginning of their rule. Quite a number of
epigrapbs from Humcha®%®, show that the early kiags of
this dynasty, were favoured by the Jain goddess Padmavati.
The first important epigraph?*®®, of our period, from
Sravaga Belgola, is dated in 1123 A.D. The epigraph
opens with the praise of Prabhicandra, the disciple of
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Meghacandra Traividya. Both these monks are mentioned
in some other epigraphs?”®, which have already been
discussed. It records the erection of a Jina temple, by the
queen Santaladevi, called by the rather curious name
Savatigandhavirapabasti. According to this epigraph,
$antaladevy, the queen of Hoysala king Vishpuvardhana,
was the daughter of Marasihha and Macikabbe, She has
been described as a rampart to the Jain faith and asa
rutting elephant to ill-mannered co-wives (udvrtta-savati-
. gandhavdrana), and this apparently gave its name to the
temple, erected by the gueen, We are told, that the garden,
which she granted, to the temple, was obtained from her
husband, the king Vishguvardhana himself.

The death of S@ntaladevl is mentioned in several
epigraphs, including one of 1131 A.D.*"* We are toild that
the father of this great lady was a devotee of iva, and her
mother, a Jain devotee and Prabhdcandra was the gury of
both the daughter and the mother, The mother Macikabbe,
we are told, died by fasting at Belgola.

An carlier epigraph®”*, dated 1117 A.D., from this place,
records the erection of a Jina temple, by two merchants and
yields the name of the Jain sage Bhanukirti, However, the
most dominating figure, of that time, was Gahgarfja, the
Jain general of Vishpuvardhana, who was undoubtedly one
of the greatest champions of the Jain faith of the 12th
century, in South India. Several epigraphs, from Sravapa
Belgola, describe his passion and Jove for the religion of
the Tirthafikaras, An epigraph®’?, of 1118 A.D., describes
Gangaraja as the ]ay disciple of Subhacandra Siddhantadeva,
who was the disciple of Kukkutdsana Maladhdrideva of the
Pustaka gaccha, belonging to the Desl gapa of the Muala-
sangha and Kogdakunde anvayg. We are told in this
epigraph, that Gantgardja renovated all the Jina temples of
Gangavidi, “wherever he marched, wherever he was
encamped, wherever his eyes rested, wherever bis mind
was attracted, there he had Jina temples made,” Another
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epigraph?®’4, from the same place, dated 1120 A.D,
describes him *“as a moon in raising the volume of the
milk ocear, the Jain religion”. The same epigraph tells us
that his father’s guru was Xanakanandi of Maullur {Coorg).
From another epigraph?”®, of this place, we learn that
Gangzaraja, built the town of Jinanathapura {one mile from
Belpgola), It appears that he obtained permission from
Vishguvardhana, to make a grant for the temple. Two
epigraphs®T®, state that this valiant general obtained from
Vishguvardhana, the village of Parama and granted to the
Jain temples, erected by his mother Pocaladevi and his
wife Lakshmidevi, both of whom were great Jain lay
devotees. Three epigraphs?”?, from the same place (i.e.
Belgola), state that Gafgaraja, after his victory at TaJakad,
obtained the village of Govindaviadi from the king (Vishpu-
vardhana) and granted it for the worship of Gommatesvara.
This grant was made, after washing the feet of his guru
Subhacandra Siddhantadeva.

A short epigraph®?®, from Be:lgola, states that an
epitaph was set up by Laksbhmi, the wife of Gangardja, to
commemarate the death of her brother Biicana, a disciple
of Sobhacandra. Another epitaph®?’®, was set up by
* Gangardja and Lakshmlin 1115 A.D,, to commemorate the
death of Meghacandra, a prominent Jain monk, who had 2
great disciple in Prabhdcandra Siddhdntadeva., From the
same epigraph, we learn, that by restoring innumerable
Jain temples, in ail places, to their former condition, he
converted the Gangavadi, 96000, into Kopaga (a great Jain
tirtha). This particular expression, regarding Gangarija,
occurs in several epigraphs®*°, including one from Halebid,
already noted.*®?

Three other epigraphs®®?, from Belgola, record the
setting up of epigraphs by Gangardja, for his mother
Pocikabbe, his wife Lakshmi and guru Subbacandra, whe
died in 1120, 1121 and 1123 A.D., respectively. Some of

9
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other pious act of Gangarija, will be discussed in connexion
with the discussion of the Jain epigraphs of other districts.

Another general of Vishnuvardhana, viz, Bharata, was
also a devout Jain, and like Gangardja, built new Jina
temples, everywhere in Gangavadi., According to an
epigraph®®®, from Belgola, dated 1160 A.,D., he built 80
rew Basadis and renovated 200 Jina temples in Gangavadi.
This Bharata was a lay disciple of the well-known Gagda-
vimukta Siddhantadeva.?8+4

Hulla, a treasurer (bhandari) of Narasimmha 1 (1152-1173),
was another great Jain of the 12th century, and is mentioned
in several Sravana Belgola epigraphs, of the time of
Narasimmha and Ballala II, According to one inscription®®",
he even served Vishpuvardhana, An epigraph*®®, of 1159
A.D,, informs wus that the treasurer Hulla, erected at
Belgola, a temple, dedicated to 24 Tirthankaras and it was
popularly known as Bhagdari bassadi. His gtru, according
to the same epigraph, was Maladhiri Svami. The epigraph
also records the visit of Narasimha I to Belgela, who paid
homage to Gomateévara and also visited the Caturvimsati
temple, built by Hulla. The king, we are told, gave it a
second name viz, Bhavyaciddmaypi, after Hulla’s title
Samyaktva-Cadamani, and granted the village Savageru to
it, to provide for gifts, repairs, worship etc. The record
closes with the statement that Hulla made over the village
Savaneru to Bhinukirti of the Pustaka gaccha, Deliya gana
and Miilasangha. One epigraph®®7, dated 1159, mentions
Hulla, as the third great promoter of the Jain faith, after
Camugpdraya and Gafigardja. The same epigraph refers to
1the restoration of two Jina temples at Bapkdpura by Hulila,
His religious activities also embraced Kopana. Mahamangala-
cary