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 Why Brahmi ? 

Attraction  
Translating Text to visuals 
Understanding the subject 
The indic scripts are an decendent of 
Brahmi. 
 
 



Target Audience 

A person deeply interested in scripts 
Type enthusiasts,  
Font designers,  
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Research 

Information Available: 
•Through Books, 
•Visits, 
•Websites. 
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Chronology 
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Chronology 
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Origin of  Brahmi 



Origin of  Brahmi 



Origin of  Brahmi 



Indus Valley Civilization 

One of the highly developed and cultured 
civilization. The earliest scripts in India so 
far is the Indus Valley pictographic script. 
Two great cities of over 5000 yrs old have 
been discovered in the excavation of 
Harappa and Mohenjodaro. 
Over 3000 seals have been discovered in the 
Indus Valley. 
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Indus Valley Seals 

Pashupati seal : This seal shows a three 
headed deity, many have identified it with 
Bhagwan Shiva also known as Pashupati, 
seated in an advanced yogic position of Mul 
Bandhana Asana 
 
Gilgamesh seal : This seal shows a man with 
two tigers. Many scholars say that this is the 
Mesopotamian priest king Gilgamesh who was 
16ft tall and could fight two tigers all alone.  
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Indus Valley Script 



Kharosthi Script 
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Brahmi Script 
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Strokes added to indicate different vowels 
following the consonants 



Brahmi 
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Brahmi script is one of the earliest scripts 
known to India. It came into existence in 
the form of stone inscriptions during the 
reign of Asoka, in 4th - 3rd century B.C 

Pillar showing Suvanna Kartaka Jataka Story, 
Sunga 2nd Century B.C, Bharhut M.P 
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The 4th century B.C witnessed the rise of 
Magadha Empire ( present day Bihar ) 
under the rule of Chandragupta Maurya in 
323 B.C.  
The empire later expanded under Asoka the 
Great. 

Maurya Dynasty 



Asoka embraced Buddhism and was later 
dedicated to the propagation of Buddhism 
across Asia making several stupas , rock edicts, 
pillars. 
This change in King Asoka’s life came after 
witnessing the mass deaths which was the 
result of Kalinga War. 

Buddhism 
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Found from Sugh, Haryana, 
 ht: 5.4 cm_ in stone, 3rd century B.C 

Child learning Brahmi Vernmala 
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Girnar, Gujrat, 3rd c B.C 
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Brahmi Edicts 



Developmental Stages of Brahmi 
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Development 
 of letter ‘K’ 



Development 
 of letter ‘K’ 



Transformation of Brahmi 
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Mauryan Brahmi 
2nd  c B.C 

Naga Muchalinda,Sunga, 
2nd c B.C, Pauni, Maharashtra  



Mauryan Brahmi 
3-5th c B.C 
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Post Mauryan Brahmi 
2nd  c A.D 

Jain Votive Plaque, Kushan 
Kankali Tila, Mathura, U.P 
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Post Mauryan Brahmi 
2nd  c A.D 

Jain Votive Plaque, Kushan 
Kankali Tila, Mathura, U.P 



Brahmi - Nagari 
11th  c A.D 

Buddhist Preist, Pala 
Eastern India  

Source: Self Clicked 



Nagari 
12th  c A.D 

King Prativideva & Queen Kelachhadevi 
Gahadavala, Alwar, Rajasthan  
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Nagari 
12th  c A.D 

King Prativideva & Queen Kelachhadevi 
Gahadavala, Alwar, Rajasthan  



What the Book consists of  ? 

It is a brief introduction about the ancient 
Script Brahmi. 
This book talks about ancient writing styles 
and how it further developed into its other 
various descendants. 
Brief Historical documentation of various 
scattered form of information, put together 
in one book format. 
Translating Text to visuals. 
More on interaction with Brahmi 
 
 



Content Structuring 

• Nagari 
• Bengali 
•Indic Scripts 
•Brahmi numerals and Matras in 
Comparison with Devnagri 
•Ancient Symbols 
•Construction of Om 
•Deciphering a symbol. 

Writing Antiquity 
• Indus Valley Civilization 
• Inscriptions & Manuscripts 
Early Scripts of India 
• Indus Script 
•Brahmi Script 
•Kharosthi Script 
• Writing Materials 
Brahmi 
Chronology 
Maurya Dynasty 
• Edicts describing the Kalinga War 
Brahmi Decipherment 
Origin of Brahmi 
• Brahmi as a Hieroglyph 
• Descendants of Brahmi 
• Developmental Stages of Brahmi 
 
 

 















Other Explorations 



Other Explorations 

































Categorization of the data collected 
Content structuring  
Graphical representation of the data 
Writing the content 
Working on illustration  
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