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14th century hero stone found

It depicts a hero attacking another person on a horse

S.P. SARAVANAN
ERODE

Inscriptions found on a
stone along with a hero
stone at Malliamman Durgh-
am tribal settlement in Ka-
dambur Hills reveal that the
region was under Vijayanag-
ara Empire during the 14th

century.
Based on information
provided by Chinnaraj, a re-

sident of Kadambur, archae-
ology enthusiasts Sudhakar
Nalliappan and Kumaravel
Ramasamy, from Coimba-
tore, carried out expedition
and found two stones in the
hamlet.

A stone measures 148 cm
in height and 95 cm in width
and is inscribed with 22
lines that reveal that Katti
Goundan’s son Desagoun-
dan or Kesagoundan, had
erected the stone in memo-
ry of his brother Sonnap-
pan, who died in a battle.
During the rule of Vijayanag-
ara Chieftain Veeraayapa, a
person, Sithavitta Madha-
nayaka, had clashed with
micro-level administrator
Desavanayaka at Uduvanga
Naadu, Kadavur Forest at
Kalimalai area. Sonnappan,
who fought for Desavanaya-
ka, died in the clash ina year
named “Sarvadhari”.

Desavanayaka gave the
mountain land as grant to
Katti Goundan and asked
him to erect a hero stone for
Sonappan. A curse is also in-
scribed in the stone that any
person causing harm to the
terms of the grant will attain
hell.

Mr. Kumaravel said that
Paasaiyadi, Poosal, Valakkali
words are inscribed in the
stone which are local folk
word usages. “Poosal is ho-
wever used in classical liter-
ature also”, he said. The
king mentioned in the in-
scription is born in the Salu-
va clan, who are natives of
northern Kamataka. “There
is no mention of regional
year or Saka year. However,
the cyclic year's name is

Inscription on a stone at Malliamman Durgham tribal

settlement in Kadambur Hills in Erode district reveal that the
area was under Vijayanagara Empire.

mentioned which could
either be 1348 CE or 1408
Common Era (C.E.) which
are the ruling periods of Ha-
rihara I and Harihara 111 res-
pectively”, he added.

Harihara 1 concentrated
mostly on North Karnataka
region and there are no oth-
er inscriptions of his in the
surrounding area of Kongu
belt.

There are other inscrip-
tions of Harfhara [l in the
surrounding areas, one at
Sathyamangalam and Vi-
jayamangalam belonging to
the years 1412 and 1420 res-
pectively. “Hence, the area
was under the rule of the Vi
Jayanagaras”, he added.

The hero stone is 137 cm
height and 88 cm width. it

shows a hero attacking
another person on a horse
while other man on the
horse has a shield, spear
and the horse noose in his
hand. The men wear anklets
and are shown with women
serving them with umbrellas
and whisks. This may de-
note their royal status.

In the second frame, the
dead man is escorted to the
upper worlds by women
while in the third frame, the
dead hero attains the world
of Shiva and is seen worship-
ping a Shiva Lingam. An um-
brella and the insignia of sun
are seen.

Senior epigraphist Raja-
gopal Subbaiah and Dr.
Poongundran  had  con-
firmed the findings.




