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Foreword
Dr.N. Devasahayam Museology Endowment was instituted in the year 1998
by Dr.N.Devasahayam No.63/6, Platinum Apartments, Anna Nagar West Extn, Chennai — 101
by depositing Rs.10,000/-.  The G.0.Ms.266, Tamil Development Culture and Religious
‘Endowment (MA1) Department, dt 19.11.2001 was issued to conduct the Endowment Lecture in

the following subjects Arts, History or Culture.

This lecture is the second under the Endowment is about “Nadukarkal” (Hero stones -
the stones erected for those who sacrificed their life). The top portion of the stones is engraved
with the inscription and the figure of the soldier is carved below it. The erection of memorials to
the dead is an ancient and worldwide phenomenon. The memorials took different forms in
different countries and times. In Tamil Nadu, the act of erecting memorials gets its firm foot in
the megalithic culture. The gradual transformation of the megalithic cult into the hero cult is
reflected in the Sangam literature. The rituals for erecting hero-stones ( Nadukal) are also
mentioned in Tamil grammatical works. Specimens of the hero-stones are available from 6th

century CE onwards.

Tamil Nadu State Archaeology Department has discovered many hero-stones, with and
without inscriptions, in recent decades. The salient features of these ﬁndings have been discussed
in its publication, Seminar on Herostones (1974). This departmént also documented all new
discoveries in northern districts of Tamil Nadu in the book on Chengam Nadukarkal (1975)
and Dharmapuri Kalveltukal (1975). ‘ '

Memorial stones were erected to the heroes who died for the common cause of their
village, country and king. We find memorials of the heroes who offered their head to the Goddess
Durga for the fulfilment of a common cause. There are memorials even for the dog, which
assisted the hero, in the retrieval of the lifted cattle, and the cock, representing a village, in the

cock fight.

We thank Thiru.S.Krishnamoorthy  for his gracious presence and deliverance and for
providing the script well in advance to enable us to release this bulletin on the occasion of
Dr.N.Devasahayam Museology Endowment Lecture. The author is fully responsible for his

* views In this lecture.

I am sure that this bulletin will be a valuable addition to the library of historians,

students and scholars. \_e 9 i&,
Date: 22.03.2017 Qirecter”
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