
























































































































































































































































































of Attirampakkam, Tiruvallur district, Tamil Nadu (Fig 1). Excavations are 
being conducted by the Sharma Centre for Heritage Education, under the 
direction of Dr. Shanti Pappu. Collaborators in this project are Prof. 
Maurice Taieb, Dr. Yanni Gunnell, Prof. Jean-Philip Brugal, Dr. 
K.Anupama and Prof. R. Sukurnar (scientific research in geology, 
geomorphology, geochronology; palaeontology, palaeobotany, and 
palaeoecology) and Kumar Akhilesh (research assistant, archaeology). The 
P~laeolithic archaeology of the Kortallayar river basin (which forms a part 
of'the Palar river basin) has been the subject of investigation for over a 
century (Foote 1866, Paterson 1939; Krishnaswami 1938, 1947; I.A.R. 
1964-65, 1965-66, 1966-67, 1978-79; Swami 1976). These studies resulted 
in the establishment of a four-fold terrace sequence with associated 
prehistoric cultures; and the identification of a Lower Palaeolithic 
Acheulian handaxe based "Madras Industry". 

Subsequently, geoarchaeological investigations were undertaken by 
Pappu (Pappu et al. 1994, Pappu 1996, 1997, 1999, 2000, 2002) over an 
area of 200 knl in this region (79°40':79°56' E and 13°17':13°10'N). A 
study of site-formation processes led to the categorization of sites into 
several types based on their sedimentary context, artefact spatial distribution 
and morphology and degree of integrity. The research forms a part of the 
broader objective of understanding variability seen in the Palaeolithic 
record and of exploring alternate models of hominid behavioural strategies 
during the Middle to Late Pleistocene. . 

As a result of these studies, a series of Palaeolithic sites were designated 
as being in a relatively well-preserved context and thus as having potential 
for excavation and for yielding greater information. on early hominid 
behavioural strategies in this region. The fIrst site where excavations have 
been initiated is that of Attirampakkam, and brief results of the flrst season 
of excavation (1999) are presented here. During the fIrst season (March
April 1999), five test pits (2 x 2 m each) were sunk at different parts of the 
site in order to determine the cultural sequence. The significance of this 
excavation was the discovery, for the fIrst time in the Indian context, of 
Acheulian tools in a 4 m thick deposit of laminated clay occurring at depths 
of 2.7 to 6.90 m below the surface, in what was previously termed the 
Sriperumbudur/ A vadi series of Lower Cretaceous shales. The subsequent 
discovery of animal footprints in association with Acheulian artefacts and 
the presence of three fossil faunal teeth also contribute to the distincitive 
character of this site. These factors indicate the exceptional potential of this 
site in informing on palaeoenvironments and early hominid adaptations in 
an ecological context hitherto unknown in the Indian Palaeolithic. 
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