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places, mentioned here, have not been referred to by any
previous writer,

Different names of ithe War.god have been discussed
in the sixth chapter. The fact that the god had so many
names Indirectly testifies to his extensive and solid popularky
with the anclent Indians, ‘Aspects of Karttikeya's character’
is the subject of study in the seventh chapter; that he was a
vastly complex deity will be evident from this section.
Skanda was not only regarded as a god of war, bur was also
locked upon as a god of leatning and wisdom; the same
god was also the patron-delty of thieves and burglars and
his amorous nature too, has been alluded to.

The last chapter deals with the iconography of
Kirttikeya ; In this connectlon the iconographic descriptions
of this god as found in the early literature, have bLeen
thoroughly dlscussed. A large number of Karttikeya images
of both North and South Indin have been deseribed in
this chapter. The writer’s indebtedness to the previous
scholars has been Indicated in the Foot-notes.

Both the WVenkatedvara and Vahgavisi editions of
the Purinss have been coasulted. References are mostly
from the more well-known Venkatedvara edition ; quota-
tlons, ete,, from the Great Eplc have been generally taken
from the Gith Press edition of that work published from
Gorakhpur ; nothing, however, hos been referred to, which
does not find a place in the Critical edition published by the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona.

The topic of the present thesis was suggpested to the
authar by £ C. Sircar, Carmichael Professor of Ancient
Indian Histary and Culture, Calcutta University In 1962.
Since then, he has remalned a perennial source of inspiration
of this asuthor. The wrlter is also decply indebted to
Sri D, Mukherjee. Reader in Anclent Indfen History and
Culture, Caleuttn University, his Supervisor, who has been
his unfalling guide throughout.
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2 The Culeof ShandsKirttikeya In Ancient India

is pictured a5 confounding the foes in Av {6672} Tt is,
therefore, not surprising that Skanda-Kartttibeyn, wha is
described in the Great Eprc and other works as the offspring
of this god, should also figure as a god of war. Ancther teait
of Skanda’s character viz. his connection with learrlog and
wisdom can be found in the Rgvedic character of Agnilt
The epithets ali-knowing (Vifvavid), 'possessed of all | now-
ledge’ (Vifvavedas), ‘sage’ (kavi), possescing intelligence of a
sape’ (havihrati) are usually reserved for him in that work.
Agni also grants offspring like Nejamega—a form of Skenda-
Karttikeya mentioned frequently in the Stitra literature, So
we find that some of the choracteristics of Skanda-Kiarttikeya
can be traced in the Vedic conception of Agni, whe has a
grester night than any other god, to be termed as ‘Skanda-
progenitor’s.

With the gradual conquest of Northern Tndia a new god
of war, more romantic and comprehensite than ejther Agni or
Indra, made his struggling appearance in the Arvan pantheon.
This new pod was variously called Kumiira, Skanda and
Karttikeya  In the éatapalha Brahmana® Kumira is mentioned
as the 9th form of Apni or Rudea. Rudea, it should be remem-
bered, in the carliest Vedic literature is often connected with
Agni. Here Kumira appears only ns one of the asprets of
the Rgvedic god of war, Agnl. Thls name Is alsa found in
Ry 10.1 35. Here he is mentioned with the charlot of Yama,
“the wheelless chariot’ which has one pole bur faces 1n all
divections [acakram . ... .. ehesom wivatah praveam)  Dr.
Sukumar Sen® sugnests that this Kumilira was the prototype of
Shonda-Kumira The particular éB passape, referred to above,
does not, however, prove that Kumiirn was regarded as a god
of war ac the time of the composition of this monumental
Vedic work.

The Mawani Saphita (2.9.1.11-12) refers to  three
ropular names of the wor-gad in the form of Gayarr mantra —
tat Kumardya vidmahe Kantukey@ya dhimahy, rannah $handah
pracedasiic.  Although the passege accurs in onc of the works
of the Somhutd group, its authenticity Is questionable.® Gayatri
manrras of the gods and goddesses Jike Purusa-Mah3deen
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{Rudra), Girisutf; Karata-Hastimukha (Ganei‘q), Caturmulcha-

. Padmisana {Brahm3), Kefava-N@iyaga (Vispu), Bhaskara.

Prabhilara {Sun-god}, Somarija-Mahirija ( Moon-god } and

. Jvalana-Vaidvanain (Fire-god) are also included in the parti-
sealag chapter of the Maitrfiyayt Samhitz.  Caneda was not only

post-Vedic but also 2 post-epic god, and the occurrence of his
name maims the historical walue of this portion of that
Samhitz.  The 10th prapathuka of the Taittiriya Aranyaka along
with the Gayatri mantra of Purusa-Mahdsena-Sunmukha con
tains the mantras of gods like Rudra, Dantl (i. e. Gagelda),
Nandi, Garuda, Brabmi, Vispu, Narasimha, Aditys, Durgd

'

* aod others. In the 16th scction of the same anuwvake occur

the names of all the twelve deities whose Gayatrl mantras have
been recited including Sapmukba (e, Kdrttikeya)!%. Skanda
is, however, mentianed in the Chandogya Upanised which in
probability is a pre-Buddhist work, Here he is identified with
the Vedic sage Sanatkum3ra?*. The Chandogya passage gives
no indicatlon that at the time of its compaosition (circa Tth
CenturyB C.) he was regarded as a war-god. We will Iater
see that in the epic and the Puriinic literature Skanda is often
assoclated with the sage Sanatkumdra. The Chandogya
passage, if it proves anvthing, shows that at the time of its
composition, Skanda was regorded 25 a separate defty, although
not as a god of war.

We will now consider the highly interesting text the Skanda-
siiga which is included in the Parifistas of the Atharvaveda. '
The text is also entitled Dhairtakalpa  The term Skandayiige is
descriptive of the texy, which contains the ritual of a sacrifice
to the god (“the title Dhuntakalpa which means ‘Rogue Ordis
nance’ is not so clear.  There cannot be any doubt that the
term Dhiirtr has been applied to the pod Skandn who is
probobly represented by an image which is formally brought
in at the sacrilice™). The description of Skanda found in the
text is almost similar to the epic ard FPuriinic scrounts of
Skanda. Here too, he is arsociated with the peacock {am
vahanti mayinih 2.3). He is described with bells wnd banners
ghant@-patakini 2.5).3%  Skaadn is surrounded by the. company
of morhers (yalca mEtrganaiminam sadd parivgte wiedj, The -



4 The Calt of Skanda Kcttikeys in Anclent Tedis

gad has six mouths and lips and ten eyes, » golden complexion
and n brightness flled with that which is lght {Sadiranoghe
deta lecane ca suvama came laghupiinebh@izak).  Sha, Agni
and the Kytriks ore oll deseribed as bis parents (5.1} Thae
the author himself {s not sure about Karttikeya's parentage fx
proved by the following Sloka :

“Agnenan Kpnikapuream Aindram kecid odhhate
Ke cit Pabupatan Raudram yo ‘si’ so si namo’stute {6.4)"

“Some read (son) of Agni, some of Krttikis (son) of Indra,
some {son) of Pafupatl, of Rudra, who thou art, att thou,
‘reverence’ be thee”.

Iz is also interesting to note that Skanda here is definitely
identified with Vidikha, Although repeatedly called Dhiirta
{rogue) he is pictured 2s a boon.granting, auspicious deley 14
Goodwin the firat editor and translator of the text takes the
germ Dhiirta in the sense of ‘Master-thief’ and compares him
with tha Greek god Hermes.  We will fater see that In ather
waorks also Skanda is connected with thieves.'®

The date of the composition of this work can never be
determined with any degree of certalnty 3 but it can ke reason.
ably assected that the date cannot be fac removed from the
time of the composition of the Sttra Hietature most of which
was composed between 600 B, C. and 200 B. C. aceording to
compstent authorities. There cannot be any doubt that the
poet of this particular text was a geeat and genulne devotee af
the god Skanda. To him he is not only o god of cunning and
toguery but also o god who is truly benevolent. Some of the
pames like Mahipatl ot Pinsikasena piven to Slands in this
work 2re not found eleewhere

We have already noticed that in the Jater Vedic period
Skanda was regarded as 4 member of the Hindu pantheosn.
The testimony of the Chandegya Upanisad has slready been
quated akove. In the period of the composition of the Sttra
or the Vedinga Hterature Skanda.Kicttikeyn appears as one of
the important deities.  This will be ¢vident from the sarlous
names by which heds designated by the poets of the SGira
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works. The entive Stitra literature, as has been noticed sbove,
“is generally placed between 6C0 B. C, and 200 B C.2¢ In the
Hiranyakelin Grhyasiitra (2. 8. 19) Skanda is mentioned along
with Vignu, Rudra and otbers. There caonot be any doubt
that, by the time this work was composed, Skanda was looked
upon as one of the wellknown gods. The fuct that he is
associated with Rudra and Visnu (the two supreme defties
of the Hindu pantheon) in the above.mentioned work goes
far to show that he had firmly entrenched himself in the
hearts of the devotees. We are further told in the same
passage that all these gods including Skanda should be
worshipped at tarpapa. In the Baudh@yana Dharma Sastra
(also styled as Siitra) several names of this deity have been
enumerated!?. It discloses the following names of the deity—
Samatkumira, Skanda, Sapmukhs, Visakba, Mahasena and
Subrahmanya. The last mentioned name is most interesting
as it is the popular name of the god in Southern India. The
same work further mentions the mele and female attendants
of the god who ate so claborately described in the Great Epic
1t is, of course, true that the gods sre mentioned separately,
but it would be wiser to regard them as different forms of the
delty Skanda. The Chandogya pessage, quoted above, identifies
Skanda with Sanatkumra ; the Taittiriya Aranyaka, as we have
already noticed, mentions both Sepmukha and Mahisena;
regarding the name Vifikha It might be pointed out epigraphi-
cally the name is ns old as the 3rd century B. C.*% There
cannot be any doubt, therefore, that at the time of the compo-
sition of the Bandh@yana Dhaima Sédsira some of the Skande’s
popular names were koown. Reference to his male and
female attendants amply testifies to his solid populsrity. The
testimony of this work shows that the worship of this god
was practised before 400 B, C.

According to Winternie’® the name Nejamesa which
orcurs in one of the Khilus of the Re® is no otber than the
god Naigameya—an aspect of Skanda-Kzrttikeys mentioned in
the Great Epic and other Purlines. This Khila occurs after
Rv. X 184 (sec also Chapter six}). Here Nejamesa is plctured
s # son-granting deity. The name nlso oOccurs in several

.
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Grhya §ttras.t? Everywhete in these SUtms Nejameyn i
addreased by persons who are desitous of sons

In the Parastare Grhaa Siltra the vindictive aspect of the
god is also mentioned.  Here Xumdra (i e. Skandal appenrs
as a demon hurasaag Infants.®® In the copic ard Purinic
literature, as we will see afterwards, this aspect of the god is
not forgotten.

The testimony of the Stitra literature, therefore, indicetes
that some of the important characteristics of the god ware
known at the time of their composition. The Shandasiiga which
was probably composed nt the time of tha Stura literature {as
noted earlier), describes his Dhirta or Rogue-asprot~—a
chacacteristic also mentioned in later hterature. He was bosh
4 friend and foe of e children. As Nejamesa he could gtant
the boon of son to barren women and us Kumira he used 1o
harass the newwborn babes, His association with Sanatkumam
referred to in the Chiindogya Upanisad indicates his connexion
with penance and learning-—a characteristic repeatedly men-
tioned in later literature,

The above discussion rmakes it abundantly clear thar
Skanda-Karttikeya became o considerably popular pod by the
time the Iatest portions of the Vedic literature came to he
written. This popularity he maintaiced during the time of
composition of epic and Purinic works,
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CHAPTER TWO

Skanda-Kiirttikeya in the Epics and the Puriinas

In the Eples : The Great Epic, in Its present form, contains
several chapters where Karttikeyu's birth and exploits are
claborntely described. The bucth of this deity 15 also desceibed
in two chapters of the Balakdnda of the Lesser Epic.

In the Mah@bhiirata the storits of the hirth and exploits
of Kirtttkeya are told in three different places. The first
story appears in the Vanaparvan (Chs, 223 to 232)1; the second
is preserved in the Sabaparean (Chs. 44-46) ; the 3rd and the
Jnst account is found in chapters 84.86 of the Anufdsanapar.
van. The Ramiyma thas two chapters on Kirttikeya’s birth
in the Balakinda {Chs. 36-37), Theie are other interesting
references to this god in several places of the Great Epie and
in somc places of the Ram@yaga, OF all these four aceounts
that of the Vanaparian is the most exhaustive, and there is
reason to believe that fthe three other accounts (of Salya,
Anufasona and Balokande) are in some way or other affected
by the Vanaparvan nccount of Kiirttikeya's birth and exploits.

The story of Kiirtikeya's birth, as given in th: Vanaparvam,
may be summarised thus ¢ In ancient times the gods snd the
Asuras were very active in destroying one another.  The latter
often succeeded in humbling the pride of the gods. Indra,
theic king was, therefore, very much oansious to find our a
mighty sen@pati for the heavenly hosts,” 1 must find out &
mighty person who observing the ranks of the celestial army
shattered by the Dinavas will be able to reorgapise ft with
vigour.”* The hing of the gods then reprired to the Mfinasa
mountain snd was there nbsorbed in deep thought, when he
suddenly heard the erles of a benntiful woman who was on the
point of being kidnapped by « demon vamed Kelin, After 2
siff fight Indra succeeded in freeing the lady from the
demon’s clutch.  On enquiry he learnt that the lady was o
dnughter of Prajapati (i.e. Brabhmi) and she gave her name as
Devaseni. O lord of the celestials, 1 desice that thou
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off {shanna) the ciuld came to be called by the name Skanda.
The boy v as «iv-herded pnd it frst assumied a form on the
sexond lunar day and on the third day 3t became a lutle
chiid #

The wcecouunt of Kirtukeya's birth as ghven in the
Balaliinda {Chs. 36 37}, can thus be summared: Formesly
aftec his merriage értikagglm {Siva) beholding the goddess
began tx indulge 1n connubial love. A thousand years passed
while they v ere still engaged 1 sexual love-play  Other gods,
baing alarmied at the prospect of the formidable character of
the 1ssue, requested Mabideva to desist from sexual activity.
The latrer consented bur asked what would become of the
seed he had already produced. Agoi along with Viyu was
then ashed to enter into the seed.  Agni agreed and as a result
a white mountain was produced  The gods then worshipped
Siea and Umi But could not save themselies from the wrath
of the infuriated Uevl, who tmprecated stenslity on el their
wives. The next chapter relates the birth of Kirttikeya.
While Siva was performing austerity, the other gods went to
Brabmi end asked tum for a formidable general of the gods.
Brahmi sad that 01 account of the Devi's curse no son could
be born to any of their wives, but Agni could produce a son
on the niver Akabapaiipi. Apm accordingly dmpregoated the
latter, who gave birth to Kirtiikeya, so called becausz he was
nursed by six Kruikas®.

The story of Kiarttikeya’s bicth as given in the én!)a
{Ch. 44) and Anulasana {Ths. 84 ) parvans does not differ
substantaily {rom the account of the Ram@yana. The Sabad
account is summarised below :—

In days of yore the vital seed of Mahefvara fell into the
blazing fire.  Agn, who was consumer of everything, could
not burn the ndustricuble sced. He, however, could not
bear within himself the seed of mighty energy. At the
command of Brahmi Agnl, epproaching Gahgd, thren mmte
her the seed  She, too was unable to hold it.  Gafigad east it
on the Himavat, Thercupon Agol's san began to grow there.
The mighty offspring soon overnhelmed the three worlds by
his energy.  Meanwhile (the six} Kretikds beheld thot high-
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a more realistic aceount §s given.  Agni anired with Kettilis
and became sexually satisfied. His energy was then divided
into six portiont and a portion was placed in each of the
Kruikds. Al of them were dellvered st the same time. and
the six portions united into one.  The earth then received the
child from a heap of gold. He then grew up in the Sarsvana
reared by the Krtsikas,

We find, therefore, that while there is substantial similarity
betwesn the second, third and the fourth account, that of the
Vanaparvan steads alone. The sstories of Salya, Anusdsana
and Bilakanda consistently make Karttikeya the sen of all the
five delties—i.e. Siva, Agni, Gangld, Umi and Kritikis, It is
apparent that the authors of these accounts were not much
sure nbout the parentage of Skanda and, therefore, thought it
prudent to give the honour of paresthood to all the abave.
mentioned deities  The auther of the Vanaparvan account
had mo such hesitation He has, therefore, consistently
represented Karttikeva as the son of the Firegod by Svihi.
We can, therefore, infer that in his time, there was only one
tradition about Kirttikeya’s birth, and this tradition he
faithfully records.  In course of time and with the increase
of Skanda's populacity there developed various other
traditions.  The intermal evidence thus makes Vanaparvan’s
account earher than other three accounts.  So it can be safely
asserted that originally Skanda-Kicttikeyn was looked upon
as a form of the Fire-god  The testimony of $B noted before
slso supports our contention. In this connexion we quote
the following lnes from the Vanaparvan account : '*Mirkag-
deya continued, ‘O sinless scion of Kuru's race, [ have
deseribed to thee various braoches of the race of Agul ; listen
now to the story of the birth of the intelligent Kirttikeya—1
shall sell thee of that wonderful and fumous nnd highly
energetic son of the Adbhuta Fire begotren of the wives of
Brahmarsis."”

The following lines of the Vidu Purana which ozeur with
some varistlons in most of the Purlinas® and the Adiparcan of
the Great Epic® slso steenpthen tur argument 31—
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rehe Hlustrious deity Guha combines ia his composition the
portions of all other deities is of a lireage unknown. Some
call him the offspring of Agni, some of the Knitikds, some of
Rudra and some of Gatiga”.'* These lines almost sound ke
the wards of the Skandayige quoted earlier  The later poers
were obsessed by this difemma nnd so they have tried 1o
describg him as the son of all those deities!?. The intoustan
of the Siva-element in the later sccounts may be explained
by the vast popularity of that god from the Gupta age. '3 Even
in the éal,\a account Klrttikeya is consistently colled Agni-
putra or Vahnmandana or Analatmaja. The éalya account,
as we have already noticed. represents Skanda both as the son
of Apniand Rudra,  We also notice in this aceount the dis-
appedrance of Sviha. Here she is teplaced by Gafpd. This
is nlso the case with the Balakdinda account, In oncof the ins-
eriptions of Nigirjunikonda? {assigned to the third Century
A.D. on palweographical grounds) Kirtrikeya is given the
epithet Hutavahatanaya (i ¢ son of Agni). This inscription ig
certainly older than many of the Purinas.  Afvaghosa in his
Ruddhacavita {circa 1st Century A. D.} also describes Slkanda
as Agnl's son.®®

Position of Skanda-Kiarttikeya in the Epics—By the time the
wwo Epics were comptled Skanda become n favourite ged of
the Indians. This is praved not only by the tepeated
references to his exploits in various places of the Epics (porti-
culatly in the Great Epic) but also by the manner in which his
name is mentioned along with other gods in these two Epies.,
As a matter of fact, more verse® have been devoted to him in
the Great Epic than to any other pod {(Visnu and Siva exeep.
tod).  No less than sixteen chapters of the Great Epic (ten in
the Vana, three in the Salsa, and three in the Anufisana) hyve
been monopolised by this pod; there sre numerous other
references to him in vatious places of the Mahabharata., Tr {¢
alco juteresting to note that PrehGidaka which has been eulo-
pised ns the wreatest of all the tirthas in the Vanapurvan of the
Makiibhiirata is described as particulurly sacred to this pod.?
The three well.known zecounts of his birth and exploits,
in three different places of the Mahabhrata. were certainly
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was composed, but ft can be reasonably asserted that this
sccount was compiled before the Christian era.  We beleve,
that we sholl not be much wrong In placiog the date of this
sccount between the third and the second Centory B. C.

In the Salyaparvan aceount®® Kirttikeya's intimate relation-
ship with the *mothers’ has been repeatedly referred to. A
very large number of such mother has been mentloned in this
connection. Tt is o well-known fact motherworship was in
vopue in the days of Mohenjadaro.#4

We have a pretty exhaustive list of his names in chapter
231 of the Vanaparvan. The list contains more than fifty
names of the War-god.®* The very existence of such a list
indirectly proves his vast popularity at the time of the compo-
sition of this part of the Vanaparan 2 We have reference
to the twalve-armed image of this god in the Mahakharata
(XU.122.32—Kumaraq  deadaéabhujam), We have also an
indirect reference to the two-armied imoge of Kirettikeya
holding Sakti (spear) and ghanta (bell) in the Anubasanapar-
van?®? (see infraj.

It appears from the Mahabhzrata XI1.153 76 that Karttikeya
was regarded as one of the four principal gods, viz. Rudre,
frumisa, Brahm3 and Visnu, We have already referred to
the Ramayana story of his birth, He is mentioned in some
ather places of the Lesser Eple. There is o reference to a
temple of Kirtteikeya in the Third Book?®® of the Ramayana.
1 another place of the same work®® Skanda and Vidikha are
referrred to as Agni’s sons.3® Ttis allo of some interest to
note that the name ‘Tarska' is enticely absent in the Lesser
Epic.

More than once in the Great Epic the War-god is termed
as Yogifvara or Mahayogi 3 this aspect of the War.god will
be discussed in a Jater chapter. His Dhirta aspect {referred
to in the Skandayaga) is, however, ignorcd in ebther of the
Epics. .

In szme plces of the Mahabhirata Skanda is asrociated
with Arobikd or Umi 3 be is more than onee called Parvari.
nandana ;** but these references are surely later instrusions.
The god {5 also repsatedly compared with the Sun-god in
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The Visue Pusdna®t has no seporete story to tell abour
Skandy’s birth. In 1.15.116 (noticed 2bove} Skanda ond his
rothers Visakha, &3kha and Naigameya are described as the
sons of Agnl by Kruilds, In 1811 the god is, however,
described as the son of Agni by Svaki thus confieming the
nccount of the Vanaparoan.

The story of Skanda’s birth asd exploits as given in the
Brahmanda PurZna is the =ame as that of the Viayu; most of
ths verses found in the Vs account are also found In this
work {(I11.10.35.48} .57

In Chaprers 158.60 of the Matsya PurBina®® a2 derailed story
about Karttikeva’s birth ond achievements is found. The
story s nothing but 2 romantic elucidation of the account
given in the REmEyana and the écl;mpm&n- We are giving
below the summary of this story 1—

The ezlestials sent Agni to the pleasure-garden of Siva and
Pinvati. The Fire-god found the couple locked in the despest
embtace. Seeing Agai Sankara grew furious, and asked him
to drink the semen he had aleeady discharged. Other gods
o0, were forced to swallow that thing. After sometime the
semen burst out from thewr bodies and as a result o beauriful
lake was created.  Soon the Iake was filled with smiling hilies
and the birds began to twitter.  One day the goddess Pirvad,
becoming curious, went to take her buth in thar golden lake.
After revelling for guite a long time in the water she puton a
beasiful Jotus on her head and desired to taste the water of
that brautiful lake. Just at that time the Kyerdkds came over
to that plece carrying some water with them. The goddess
then wanated to deink that water, She was allowed to drink
that water on condition that the son whe would be born te
her, thould elso be known s their child snd be named after
them ; efrer 2 short time Picvat] became pregnant. Before
loog « woaderful child came out from her right side. The
golden rays which emanated from his body filled the three
worlds.  He looked like the moming Sun.

The Vamans PurBna®® describes Kirttikeya as the son of
Agni by Kutiid. In Chaprer 57 of this Purins a detalled
secount of Skanda's birth is faund 5 eccording to this story
Agnt had 1o carey $ica's semen for five thousand years znd
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nmyivah ko'asatra varpate, Agni then unwillingly enters inte
Sivo’s place. The rest of the story is similer to those of the
other FutSnas, Some of the verses of the Brakma Purdna are
also found in the Saura Purzna {Ch. 60). Ir, however, gives
a more detailed account than the Brahma Puwiana.

The story of Kirttikeya’s birth as given in Chapter 19 of
the Ji#nasamhita of the Siva Purfing is almost similar to the
account given in the Ramisanz and the Véayu Purdgs,
Here, of course, we get a0 mention of Krttikis who are
replaced by six r@jekans@s (princesses). As Skanda had
sucked the breasts of all the six r@jakanyis, so be came to be
Inown as SanmTtura. A deteiled story of Skands'’s birth
and exploits is given In Chapters 1-12 of the Knmara khanda
which forms the 4th part of the Second Book of this Purdna.
The accaunt is nothing but an inflated version of the story of
the Viayu Purdna.

In some other Puriinas like the Bhavisya {Brahmaparean,
Chapter, 39} and the Brahmavaivaria (GaneSakhanda, Chapters,
14-17) we get stoties regarding Kirttikeya’s birth 3 but ss the
accounts are conventional, we will ignore them.

The stories of Kirttikeya's birth and exploits figure
rrominently in wvatious places of the voluminous Shanda
Purana.**  MM. Kane's assertion #% that the god Skanda does
not figure prominently in this Purina, named after bim, is
totally erroneous. Asa matter of fact, huodreds of verses of
this Purdna are devoted to this god.  Asin the Mahabharata
Kistrikeya's birth and exploits are described in as many s five
different places {viz. in Chapters 27ff. of the Keddrakhanda
which is included {n the Mahebiavalhanda; in Chapters 206, of
Kumirihakhanda of the ssme Maherarakhanda which s the st
Book of this Purfinx ; Chapter 34 of the Avantiksetramihfunsa
of the 5th Boolk of this Put@na ; in Chapters 70.71 of the
Nagarakkanda and Chapter 246 of the same Lhanda).  Besides
these accounts, there are other innumerable references to this
god and the firthas sacred to him in this Purina,

The first account js not far different from that of the Vay
Parana ; but here we are told that not only Agnl but other
gods teo, had to swallow iva's semen, and all of them were
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conseduently impregnated, The celestiels, in dire distross,
went to Mahiidevs, once more, at Vignu's behest with the
request to spare them from that great trouble. They were
advised by that god to vomit it out, and with the exception of
Agni all other gods succeeded in getting rid of that unusual
load. The Fite-god went to n lake to cool himself, There
he was seen by the six wives of the Rsis (Arundbati excepted),
Then they came near the Fire-god and were warmed by him.
This resulted in all of them being Impregnated at the same
time. These women, thereafter, went to Himagiri and lighten-
ed thelr burden on that moumtain. The deceived husbands
promptly cursed their wives and transformed them into stars,
The sced then fell into the Ganges, and there Kirttikeys was
born.

‘The second story is almost similar to the first one, and
the only difference is that it is more confusing. The thied
account is influenced by the story of the Matsya Purana. The
culptit in the fourth account is Vayu instead of Agnis but
otherwise the story is similar to those noticed above. The
fifth account too, tells us nothing new.

In some non-Purinic works like the Kimarasambhavam
and the Kath@saritsigara we pet descriptions of Skanda’s birth.
The story in the fitst-mentioned work is too well-known to
be repeated here. In the Kathdsaritségara the story is
found in theThird Book.4® The poet Somadeva bas faithfully
followed the Anufisana sccount of Karttikeya’s birth,

Most of the Puciinic storles, discussed above, are in some
way or other affected by the accounts found in the Great
Epic.*? The Agni clement has been gradually replaced by that
of Siva. By the time the Jatest Purinas were composed, Agni
was almost forgotten with Kirttikeya becoming n member of
the Siva famoily. The later acconats are much more confusing
than the earlier ones, especlally those recorded in the volu-
winions Skanda Puana.

Position of Skanda-Kitttikeya in the Pufinas :~We have
seen that in the Epics Skanda-Karttikeya is glorified as one of
the prominent deities. In the Purigas also he  appesrs
Dot as an insignificant god. The various stories about bis
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otigin, which have been briefly noticed sbove, indirectly
demonstrate his popularity.

In both the Eples and the Puriinas Kicttikeya {s tepeatedly
compared with the Sun-god. In the Vanaparean (Chopter
224} we are told that the child Kiirttikeya shone like the ‘Sun
rislng in the midst of red clouds’. Such descriptions are
found everywhere in the Vanapartan and other places of the
Mahabhiirata. Some of his pames included in the “list of
names' in Chapter 231 of the Vanaparvan suggest bis conmee-
tlon with the Sun-god, vz, Diptakirtd, Diptavarpa, Diptadakt]
ete. In the Purdnas his connection with the Sun.god is ol
the more intimate 3 in line 34 of Chapter 72 of the Vayw
Purdna we get—Adutyafatasatlalo mahitegah pratapavan ;
the eplthet Adipalatasaiikalah is found in almost all the
Purdpas. The Brahmanda has the epithet Duidaf@rkaprata-
patdn 3 the Siva (Kailada Saphita, 6. 19} has Udasaditya-
Satasanhd$am § in the Matsya we have Arhapratimaprabh@ya
{159.14). Such epithets also appear in Chapter 44 of the
Systihhanda of the Padma Puripa. The name  “‘Skonda’ is
included in the list of SGrya’s 108 names recorded in the
Brahme Puraipa (Chapter 33) and also the Shanda Purfina
(VI1, Chapter 279).

QOuae of the most usual weapons of this god is f{ehti and
this fakti according to both the Mmkandeya (105 4) asd the
Vignu Pardina (3. 2. 12) was fashioned by Vifvakarm3 from the
rays of the Sun. "It is worth notieing that n portion of
solar glory was transferred to Skanda'™.*®?  According to the
Bhavisya Purdna Skanda under the name of Srause was one of
the dearapatlalas of the Sun-god® ; in the Bhaussa 1.76.13
and 18 we have the form Srosa ®? The nime Srosa or Srusa
is referred to as Stosa in the Sdmba Puwrapa (622 and 7.3;
also 16.8). Here Stosa appears as one of the gate-keepers
of the Sun-ped and he is no other than Kiirtticeya (Samba,
16.8), There cannot be any doubt that Srosa is the correct
form#*  In the Bhaeipa Brahmaparvan {124.24) we are told,
*as he shines as the commander of the army of the Devas,
he {s Foown as Kartukeya, The root sm is used In the sensc
of golng ; to this Is added the suffix sa.  As he poes first, be
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is known by the name Sroga”."2 This Srosa or Srausa is no
other than Sraosha Vateia or Sraosa of Zend Avesta who is
the obedient and watchful messenger of Ahura Mazda., Dr.
Sukumar Sen & has shown the great similarity between the
Tranjan deity Sraosa and the Indlan Skanda. In the Avesta
cock is the animal sacred to this deity § in the Epics and the
Furiinas cock is associated with Kirttikeya (see infra). Dr.
Sen has alen drawn our attention to other striking parallels
beuween the characteristics of these two deitfes. In the
Avesta éraoga is the killer of the demon Aosma, whereas the
Indian god is celebrated as the destroyer of the demon
Taraka.b* According to Gopinath Rac a Dhyanafloka current
in some parts of South India actually describes him as SGryn.5®

It is not difficult to explain Karttikeya’s intimate connee-
tion with the Sun-god. Not infrequently in the esrliest Vedic
literature the Sun-god is connected with Agni. As a matter
of fact, STrya is but another aspect of Agni who was wor-
shipped even in the Indo-European period.’® As Skanda is
connected with Agnifrom a very early petiod, so it is not
surprising that he should also be connected with Strya, As
the forms Srosa or Srausa are not found in the early works,
so it is reasonable to infer that they were borrowed at z later
period from the Iranian sources.

We have discussed at length Skanda-Karttikeya's connec-
tion with the Sun-god in the Purfigas. It is interesting to
note that in the Great Epic Karttikeya is described as Yogié.
vara (IX. 46. 14). This aspect of the god is pot forgotten
in the Purinas.? He is repeatedly referred to as an authority
on Veda nnd Bruhmavidya®; the Vawe Pwana (Ch. 72)
bestows on him the grand epithet Sarvalokelvaraprabhu.

Skanda is extolled in the highest terms in the following
Hines of the Matsya Prurdina—

Jaya andafakididhitipitiara
Bhujadandecandarapinavase

Stdchada keemudals ik sanend

Kumara jaya ditjaknla mahodadhivadavanala
Banmukha madlwsavamaymatha
Suramukugakotighattita carepa nasaskuramahésana

i
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Java Wlraenida Kelah atacor dadale

Faraleli ra daeg, g fduhsa® 2di gaata

JaznViill ko vl pa salalelohariala

Sharda ja, z Gansisn dana chopt2prsag

PriyaVi@ he bho Shynipar@hopral e

Patrlal ovalathngranthinna drmalareschive

3501042}

In the same Chapter of the Matsys Puring ne read—

“Nawah Ku—aiya 24t rabt faa

ShandFza ca sharduadds 18z a

Warithev,dyuddnease roae o'vrae

Naome'sn 12 Surmbha | Evatog

Ficaddh wnii-tharancya Lhastee

Nerg rare Janewddng 5+

Naro'siu te'rhap-att-1-al hd a

Name'st gulngss G d@a tobhe v (13-14}

Some of the above quoted hurs of the Matsya Prrdiva ave
repeated in Chaprer 44 of ibe Spulkords of the Padwma
Pu-gna.,

St anda gets the tule Jagotam riitha i the Mats g (159 221
It is nlco of some interest 1o note that bis Dhipta wspect des-
cribed in the $Tenda Sra and confirmed by the Mwmdidaria
is notindicated m ony ore of the Turigas. In some later
Purdnes, howeser, this pod is retured se 2 true Romeo fste
infral. The Sua Parding calls him Vi T empesdndhe The
same PueTna also calle him Sare sfalndl srup-abhu, References
to the worchip of the imares of Slanda ore found n the
Metsyx, Agni, $ia and Visadlammottard PurZaas (see infro).

The stove discussion has clearly demonstrmted the fpot
that during the ervic and the Furfue pened S$londs was 2
highly populer ard fnourte deny. The Purime poets
regarded hum not onls s god of War, boralss as o god of
Wisdem. The fact that o »oluminous snd impostant Puriga
came to be named atrer him ndirectly testifies to his sobd
populsnt, In saethe §t o do Pl 1z v« recond only to the
Grear Epe  In the stext Chapter neo shall eandestours 1o trace
the histoncal development of his worship from the earliest
tmes,
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! NOTES

£f. the Glra Préss edivion and the Poona edition of {he Oreat Epic;
Chapters 186 193 of the edition of Harddisa Siddbimtavigidas Chapters
213-21 of the Criteal edicion of the Great Epic edited by Sukhthankar
nad published by B. O. R- 1.

P, C. Roy’s transiation, Chapter, 222.

Devadansvayalsindm Kanaroraearahsasim |

jetd yo dustodartydrim mehdr irya mahabalaly

sastu sarednd bhitt@nl a8 seha vijegyuti 1

sat fu me bl it b brahmanyah hrticardhanal It (Mbh , 1L 224.89).
In Chapter 229 of the Vanaparean we are told, “‘the Fire-god is called
Rudra by Brahmanas, snd for this fact Skanda is called the son of
“Rutira™ 5 Avcay@misa suprito bhagasan goersalhvajah

Rtedramegman: doy@n préhie Rudrasinustatastu saly 1 There cannot be
anyJdoubt that this presage is a larer intrusion, and should not, there-
fore, b taken seriously:

Accarding to Lassen (Ind Ale., 1, p, 701} the account of Kartukeya is a
facer interpelotion mn the Mah@bhirata ss it differs from the account
an~ 5 see also Qripiral Sanshiic Texts (Muir), Vol. IV,
pe 34913 Lossen is correct so far as other three accounts of the
Mahabhiraia are concerned, hut the Vanepurian account cannot be
tater than that of the Balekanda of the Lesser Epic.

This story is fnithfully followed by Somadeva (11th cent A, D.} in his
Kethgsartsigara {111 6. 60-8) ediced by Durgaprasad and K. P.
Fursb 5 sea alse Tawney, The Ocean of Story, 11, pp. 100-3.

Agnfudn cedhd coptah Rirvtuaste may@nagha 1

Eunee ponmia tu K wras e Kantaheyasya dhimatah AL
adbhwfasadthutn prban praval ydmyantitaigasam
jaEtam Brahm sicbhdnabhebrahmanyam Lirteardhananan 1

{Mbh., 1. 223, 1-2)
Bratunipda, 1T, 3. 2455 Massya, 5. 26-7 5 Siva, Dharmasuamhica, 54.25 3
Braluna, 3, 40-1; Padmear Systhhands, 6.26-75 Garuda, Parvekhands,

& 3¢.5. 8 66, 23-4. 10 66.23.4. 1t 1 1i5-6,
H1227,118 5 and HL231.28. 13 I1L227 13 wnd 221.7,
nLI3nI,

136.13. 16 P, . Roy’s translation.

Cf. the &2t
HLopkins in his dharasteristic way dismisses the Vanaparean account as
‘Iate and mywical’, Bpre Mschology, p. 2195 he, however, corcedes **clear
is here the pocteriority of his (Skanda's) relationship to Sivan,

Ey Ly Vol XXX, ppy 1489,

Bee 5BE, Vol 45{1), Baok 1, Verse 46, Fiscwhere in the snwe Book
{1 937 he is, however, conpected with Bhavs, f.e, éiva‘

I3 A

and Annldsana accounts.
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\Y hilriit Shandasya zapfdtal) purugo’porab |

yusdt }aTeanararndhah $ob ndhrpdicyakundata §
yedvafractandyjae Vidakhastens so'bhacat {1 227,167},
Chapter 46 1 1.

Sec Marshall's 1 work on Mok
See infra.

It fe not clear why this lit which s found in all the manuzeripts of
Enstern ind  Western India I8 ignosed in the Critical edition of the
Great Epic published by B. Q. R. 1. The list is, however, found in
the Poann, Vangavasi and Gita Press ediclons of che Maklibhirota, In
the B. O. R. L, edition the list is given in the *Appendix’.

14.273. 28 12.21. 2% 1229 30 Lec. ot
Shanda-Karttikeya Is clso mentioned In the Ramayina, 1125013
VIL16.12; VIL35 225 VII67.10 (see Valmi Ramdyena Koga in
Hindi by R. K. Rai).

See Studies i the Puranmc Records of Hindu Rites and Customs,

Cf. The Classical Age, p. 233, "

See Studies i the Upa Prrdnas {in two Vols.) by Dr. R, C. Hazre,

Dt, Hazra (Studies in the Puranic Rues efe., pp. 13-17) places this
Purina sfeer 200 A. D, sce also Cultural Heritage of India, Vel 11,
pp. 240-70. MM, Kene places this Purina between 350 and 550 A.D.
(Hist. of Dharma Sistra, Vol. V, pure 2, p. 906). Dilshitar (Introdue-
tion to Purdnd Index, Vol. 1, p XX thinks that this Purina should be
placed between 330 D. C.and 500 A, D. Oq g 3 <
Kane {op, cit., Vol V, pare 2, pp. 907-9) places this work betneen
300 and 500 A.D. ; Pargiter (A LH.T, p. 80) assigas it to the Sth
Century A I ; Parqubar *Qurhine’ erc. p. 143 gives the date 400 A.D.
forthis Purina, Winternliz {History of Indian Literature, Vol. 1, p. 545)
places it in the Sth Century A.D.; Hazrn, {op. ar, pp. 2123)
thinks that this work wes composed not later than the 4th Century
A D, ; Dilshitar thinks that it was composed tefore the 6th Century
B.C. {PIHC, 1Cth session, pp. 46-50). See »ise LH.Q.(Vol, Vi,
Ppp. 370 (T ; sad Vol. VILL pp. 747-67) ; also Introduction to Purina
Index (L, pp: XXV f } ; ses slso Simith, Early History of India, pp 22-3.
The Brahménda Is generally ded us onc of the carlier Purinas,
bur It was certalnly composed after the Vayu 3 Dikshitar would sssign
it 10 the 4th Century B, C, (Purdna Index, L p, XXI),

According to Dr. Herra ¢his portion of the Motrys Puridna was com-
posed before Bth Century AD. { op. crt., pp. 2601 5 wnd alto p. 51},
}MM. Kane belleves It to bs the best preserved sad among the
carliest of the eighteen Mald@purinae, He places it between 200 AD,
and 403 A D, (see op. cic. pp 8§99 900) Dikehitar {op. zur., Volu I,
e XXIV ) places st between the 4th Cene, B €. and 1id Centtny AD.
Dr. Hazra, {op. cit, p. 92) thinks that §t was compossd before

tod
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See Hauw, Parsis, p, 23 2nd LB.R R A-S (1912) pp. 5-25—Fwoashy <f
Our Sovozstreagn Syerem by Vo V. Ives who, howe.er, prefers to Ilenniy
biro with Apri.

Elerents of Foode leseegrap®y Vel B, part 1, pe 432,

Standa’s connection with Siiryo m the bisterioo! times 4n pravad by
Lata Bhagar pillar noas Kanper (A R A8, 1928230, 3 133 also the
plate, XXXI ¢} which has heen discussed elsenhere.

Seoe Sianda Purinz, VI 264, 381

Cf. Komma, H 629V Beghear i Gepln  Deveser@pani
prabhat s elso $a Purdina, Kalals Somhull, o T, vhese Kirembeya
fe yepeate Jly dessribed ny the supreme avthority on Veda and Vedinge



es  to “the beginning of the Gupta age—
cent. ‘B.C., a cootemporary of Pugyamitra
explananou of Panini’s Stitra V.3.99 expressly
mages of Siva, Skanda and Vifakha., The
Iy jmportant-and interesting. It shows that the
the abovermennoncd pods was prevalent at his
Patau}alx further adds that the

Thxsmdlrectly shows that the images were in
,d among the peopler From Patafijali’s reference
v be inferred that the three Brahmarical gods Siva),
2 and Vidakha were speciolly popular among the masses
e Maurya -period.” 1€ Jaina texts end traditions are to be

‘the founder of the Maurga dynasty had some strong
'ards :he }dma falr.h. \Ve are ROt in posxtxon w

rciwron. Asoka the great, in
his respect for the Bmhmnnas and the Ajlyikas; is

[ nphons and Ceylonese Chroalcles as ‘2
Re rchglon of S‘IL}'amunj.‘ The people, howevery
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Viikha sgranz fram the cight side of Skanda when it was
struck by $akra’s chundurbole.®

It is, therefore, a sure historical fact, that the worship of
Skanda was practised in the Maurya period. We shall
presently see, that he has worshipped as a god, probably even
in the lifetime of Buddha {6th Cent. B.C.}

Another work of the same pericd (Le. circa 2nd Ceat
B C.), the Juua Ayaranga Stuta?, wlorms us about the festivels
of such gods as indra, Rudrm, Skavda and Muelunda {ie
Vispu,® The testimony of this non-Brushmanical work ef
accepted antiquity is of great importance. The passage in
question shows not only th.t the above mentioned gods were
popular, but it indicates slso that sepatate festivals were held
i theic honour.  Here, once more, we get another proof of
the peoples’ faith in popular Hindu gads including Stva and
Skanda. It is also Interesting to note that Visikha is not
here mentioned separately,

In Kautilya’s Archafdstra® reference is made in 2.4.17 to
the temples (Kosthan) of some of the Brahmanical gods,
The whole passape runs thus —Apar@uapratihatajayanta—
Vayayantakesthin é:va-\7m§rmauﬁ~éuln§nMudm‘x grhani ca
puramadhye kdrayzt. Here is Prof. Kangle's transiation of the
possage.  “He {i. e. the Ling should cause to be built in the
centre of the city shrines for Apardjita, Apretihata, Jayanta
and Vaijayanta as well as temples of Suwa, Viudviinara, Advins,

11 and Madir3”?,  In this connection Prof, Kangle remarks,
“Asall the four names Apardjita, Apraubata, Jayanta and
Vaijayanta signify Invincibility, shey appear to ke spitits of
victory™.®  Mayer thinks that they are all forms of Kunire
or Skanda. The Capaghyatthd of Bhiksu  Prabhamaid (a
fragmentary Sanshrit commentary) explains the terms as
Visnu, Indra, Indra's son and Skanda®  The Bha@wnakhyana,
the Tamil-Malayalam commentary {of unknown date nnd
suthor) and the gﬁmﬁla. the Sanskrit commentary written by
T. Gagapatt Sistel, understand by the terms, Duorg®, Visny,
Subrabmanys (1. Skanda) and Indea respeetnely.  Prof,
Kangle remarks, “The feminine form of the first name
appears questionable”,  In lis thindi translatdon of Keutilya's
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tells the same thing. His reputation was next oply to Visnu
and Siva.

The populartity of this deity vastly increesed during the
early Christian period. A number of images of this god
belonging to the Kusina period discovered from Afathura
(one of the greatest cities of Northern India of the carly times)
amply demonsteate his popalarity {see infra, Ch Vi), The
Kusanas, who were a martial race, found in him their ideal
god. So it is not surprising to find the portrait of the Indjan
War-god on the coins of one of their kirgs, Huviskae,

We leamn from the inscriptions that Huvigka ruled at lease
from 106 to 138 A.D, {his earliest and last known dates
being respectively the year 28 and 60) i. e. in the first helf of
the 2nd Century AD.  This remarkable king had a teste for
2 diversity of coin types. A number of Oreek, Persian and
Indian delties are represented on his coins. Jodicn deitles
include élva, Umi and Skanda-Kumira with lis different
aspeets. On the reverse of some of the gald toins of Huviska
we find the representation of the god Mahfisena “standing,
faclng, clag in coat and chhays, holding in right band stand-
ard surmounted by bird.’*4  As Dr. Sircar remuorls, *the
bird here is evidently a peacock™.¥®  The left hand rests upon
a sword at his side ; monogram to left ; inscription to right
in Greek charecter MAACHNQO (==Moascno==Aahisenn).
Gardner had initially some doubts skout the identity of
Mohisena which is an epithet of both Siva and Skanda,
Soon, of course, he was consinced that it nas the figure of
Skanda who appeirs also on other coins of IHuviska,

On the revetse of some coins of Huvisks we get the names
SkandaKomaroBizaga' with the figures of Shands and
Vibilha standiag face to face, nitobate, cach wearing chlamys
and necliace and swordat waist ; but Skanda holds io the
right hand standard surmounted by bird while Yililhe holds
i the left hand spear.t Although we have here the names
Skanda, Kum3ra and Vidikha, we gat only two figures, thoce
of Skanda and Vifikhe. Io the Eples and the Paripas
Viéikha is described both as the son and brother .of Slando.
According to the Vianaparvan passage, quoted eathier,  Vidilh
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" This dcscﬂp{xdn, makes Ium ‘another
the Warogod We have already: seen that
ahd@bhésya mentions him as a- different god
Epl;,rap.x{c'llly, the name Vifakha is as old
On some other coins of Huviska
ﬁgures Qf :hree gods——:hose of. Skanda, Mahfsena
i43kha end the inscription, “SkandaKomaroMahasenos
go' and here'is Gardner’s complete description : “Niche
on .basts, within which Skanda and Vifkha standing as
abéve {ie. plate KXVIN - 22, 13) ; between them Mahisena
horned {2) facing, nimbate, c¢lad in chlamys; sword ot
waist'’.2®  Dr, Banerjea in his Development of Hindu Tcono-
graphy {p. 144} gives a more detailed description of the ‘Niche®
of Gardner--¥it consists of an ornamental double platform
with a linear representation of a superstructure.”?® Dr.
Banerjea further observes in this copnection, - *if these coins
prove anything, they prove that there were three gods or
rather three aspects. of the same god, vin Skanda-Kumira,
Vidikha and Mab3sena”. The testimony of the Epics and the
éafly Puramc lxterature prove  that Vidskha and Iviahdsenz\
swete regarded as associates of Skanda-KartnLcya.- It is indecd
“difficult to find any 1conog1aphic &1ifcrcnce bctwten the
ﬁgun.s on Huviska's coins.? ; e
. The, manner m whlch Slx'zr’xd:i and hw '\ssomat(:s are..
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connection we venture to quote the following lines from the
Bhavigya Brahmapartan a work probably of the 6th Century
A.D.? —*"no {deity) other than Kirttikeyn Is said 1o deserve
svorship by the king. The hero who, when going out for
war, worships the son of Krttik3Is, conguers all, just ns Indra
defents the d@navas in wae'' —

Kdarttikeydd rte niinys rdyiam pijyah pravakssate
samprdmam gecchamiino sak piijoyet Kepkdsutam 1
sa sarvamp jayate viro sathendro ddnavam rage Ul

Ir an interesting note contributed fo the Indian Historical
Quarterly®® Mz, H.K. Del has teled to show that Mahisena
was another name of Huvisha. According to him the name
Malidsena, which is found in a Kharosthl inscription from
Peshawar (C.LL, Vol. II, plate XXV), refers actually to
Huviska. He facther thinks that the epithet Sarasatova found
in a Mathurd inscription of Huviska (year 58)*2 zctunlly
means ‘living or existing In reeds’ which reminds one of
Serajenman or Sarabhit applied to Karttil eya in the Epics and
the Putines, who according to mythology, was born smong
reeds®  Mr. Deb's theory cannot, however, be accepted In
the abscnce of more convinelng evidence. In this connec-
tlon it may b¢ pointed out, en paswant, that the Greek Whae-
god Ares nlso appears on some gold colns of this Kusina
king. .
On the reverse of a clecular coprer coln of Devamitra,
found iIn Ayodhyi, we find 2 symbol which Smith describes
as ‘cock on top of post’.2* On the coins of Vijayamitea,
another ruler of Ayodhyd, the same device is found.?®
Evidences of the Great Epicand the early Purinas prove
Kirttikeya’s connection with cock.?’ It is, therefore, permic
ssible to think that both the above-mentioned kings were
connected with Karttil eyn worship**

Several yesrs ago a red sandstone pillar wos found at
Dehrapur Tahsil of Kanpur district. Varfous scenes are
found depicted on the plllar. It kears 2 very short inscrip-
tlon Kumdravara.??  This obvlonsly refers to the god Skands-
Karttlkeys, who was zlto known ss Kumira. The same
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pillar bears o beautiful image of » peacock, the wdhana of
Karttkeya, The figure has been given much prominence in
the pillar,  Actistically, it is one of the iriumphs of the early
Indian sculpture.  We also find a latge figure of cock, carved
in the round, which must have served as the erowning feature
of the pillar or pilaster.  This also proves the association of
the pillar with the cult of Kirttikeya. There is no doubt that
this is a remarkable pillar and directly shows Karttikeya’s
popularity in that region at such an early date. The same
piltar bears the figure of the Sun-god, seated in his charfot,
which isdrawn by four horses {for Skanda’s association
with the Sun-god, see supra).

Yaudheyas were the only anclent Indian tribe, who
regarded Skanda-Karttikeya as their guardian-deity. A very
Jarge number of colns (mostly copper and potin) of this tribe
have been found from varlous places of Rajasthan, Punjab
and U.P.®  Six classes of their coins have been described by
Allan. Karttikeya appears in the polycephalous form (six-
headed) on class 3 {Allan, pp. 270-75) coins of this tribe. So
far only onc silver coin of this tribe has been discovered
{Allan, plate XXXIX.21). We have on the obverse here six-
headed, standing Kartiikeya, holding speat In the tight hand
and the left hand restingon the hip; on the reverse the
goddess Luksmi with an aurcole round her head, {and not a
she-hended goddess as Cunningham supposed) standing, facing,
on lotus, The inscription on the obverse reads Bhagavata-
so{@)min{o) Brahmanya Y(aw)dheya. The legend on the
copper coins is somewhat more elnborate ; it rends, Bhagavata
Sul ) or Simine Brahmawyadevassa {or sa) Kumdrasya (or sa).*2
The legend on the silver coin has thus been translated by
Allan, “*of Brahmenya {(a name of Karttikeva), the divine lord
of the Yaudheyas™, The inscription on the copper colns is
thus rendered, “of Kumiira, the divine lord Brahmanyadeva”.2
It has been very rightly polnted out rhat the genitive case-
ending of the name of the divinity and the attributive epithet
Svimi cledrly demonstrate that the coins were issucd In the
name of the deity.”®  On the obverse of the varlety ‘b* of the
same elnss the War-pod Is represented with orly one head and
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head radiatet On the variety ¢’ of the same class six-headed
Kirtukeya is shown on the reverse and prominence is ghven to
the goddess who appears on the obverse.®  Allan thinks that
the coins with Karttikeya, both on the obverse and the reverse,
belong to the 2nd Century A D, {sceop cit, pp CL.f.).
There nre some other very interesting coins of this tribe
which bear a different legend.  They are grouped in class '6'
by Allan (cf. pp. 276-8}). On the obverse of this class we get
the figute of the six-headed Kirttiheyn ‘standing, facing,
holding spear in right hand, left hand on hip’; peacock is also
represented on the left of the deity ; the legend is immensely
interestiog 3 1t veads, Yaudheyaganasya jaya, Allan ns<igns
these coins to the Jrd-gth Century A.D, These fine coins
reveal strong Kusina influence. They resemble the seal of
thls trabe discovered from Ludhiana by Hoernle,’® The seal
bears the legend Yaudhesandm jayamantradhitrapam i e, ‘of the
Yaudheya councillors of victory’.  The class 6 colns and the
seal probubly indicate some military success on their part.
Altckar and others think that the later Kiisinas were humbled
by this tnibe*? The six-headed goddess Devasend (Kirtil-
keya's wafe according to the Great Epic) appears an the reverse
of some Yaudheya coins.®® Some other intercsting coins
discovered from Gathwal®® have the legend R¥vanasya (of
Rivona) on the obverse with six-headed Karittikeya on the
Teverse.

We have given nbove some desceiptions of the coins which
are connected with the deity Kiicttikeya, These coins clearly
show that this teibe dedicated theie kingdom to the War-god
Skanda-Karttikeyn, The epithet Brahmanya found in thelr
colns is not a newone.  In the Great Epic and the Puriinss
Skanda recelves this eplthet mare than onced®  Enrly literary
evidences too, prove that Skanda-Kirttikeyn wos the deity
wotshipped m the capital of the Yaudheyas, Probably these
Yaudheyas were the same as the MattamayTitakas of Rohitaka
which 15 descobad In the Mahabhdrata as n pliee specially
faroured by the god Kirittkeya. This place Is further
deserlbed as n very prosperous country, They were defented
by Nokula, one of the brothers of Yudhisthira ; the relevant
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could not completely subdue this valiant tribe who continued
thelr existence glorlously till at least upto the 6th Century
A.D., for they are mentloned in the Brhatsamhit&d. 1f
Dr. Altekar’s view be nccepted, then they were responsible
for the downfall of the Kusina emplre in India. In their wars
agalnst the foreigners they were certainly Insplred by thelr
tutelary deity Skanda.Kizttikeya, the War-god. Thls wonder-
ful people maintained their existence for more than one thou.
sand years {from the days of Papini to the time of the com-
position of the Brhatsambhitd) through countless vicissitudes,
and afterwards disappenred in the ocean of Indian population.
Thelr guardian-deity Skanda.Kacttikeya gave them joy in
thelr victory and solace in their reverses.

According to Dr. J. N. Banerjeat® Karttikeyn became the
spiritual lord of the Yaudheyas probably some time after their
debacle fa the hands of the grent Saka Satrap Rudradiiman; but
it s difficult to agree with that learned scholar on this point,
We ate not prepared to belicve that the relevant passage of
the Great Eplc, guoted earler, was written after 150 A.D,, the
date of Rudradamoan’s Junagadh Inscription (E. 1, VII,
No. 6). It isnot possible to say from exactly what period
this god became the spicitus] lord of this great tribe; but it
can be reasonably suggested that Skanda-Kirttikeya was
accepted as thelr guardian-deity possibly before the bepinning
of the Christian era. 1t §s also interesting to néfe thar both
the one-headed and the six-headed forms of this god were
Laown to this tribe. It may also be safely conjectured that
there existed a number of temples dedicated to this god In
the kingdom of the Yaudheyas. It is also of some interest to
note that the Bijayagadh stone Insceiption®? {in the former
Bharatpur State) speaks of a Yeudheya leader (Yaudheya.
ponapurashpia) who is referred to in this epigraph ss Mahd-
sendipati,*®  This eplthet Instinctively reminds us of the name
Mahiisena.

Few decades spo » rock Inscriptlon® was discovered
from Gunji {14 miles to the North-west of Saki stotton
on the old B.N. Rly). Bhondarkar and Mireshi assign it
to the 15t Century A.D. Dr. D.C. Sircar, however, places #t
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in the 2nd C;:ntury A.D. The epigraph refers to one Kumira-
Viendatta. Mitashi reads the name as Kumdra Varadatea §il
or Sri Kumira Varadatta while Bhandackar reads it as Kumg.

- ravssanta, which s ¢learly upsvarranted. The name Xumira-

vitadatta literally means ‘one dedicated to the god Kumitavira'.
Kumiraviea is no other than the god Skanda-Karttikeya. The |
inscription, therefore, revesls the existence of another devotee
of the god Kumira who probably like Visudeva was
concelved as 1 vira,50 In this connection Dr. Sitcar makes the
following observation, “‘that he was conceived as & wire, par
excellence, is clear ot only from his carcer as depicted in
the Epics and the Purfimas but alse from the fact that
the Mahdbharata {3.232.8-10) ‘enumerates Siira and Suvira
both having the meaning of vira in the list of the names of this
defty’.31  Dr. Sircar further points out that the name
Kumiraviradatta reminds one of the name Virapurugadatta
borne by the Ikgviku kings of the Krspd-Guntur region.
Kautilya's Arthaldstra, as we have already noticed, refers
for the first time to the temples of the god Skanda-Karttikeya.
This pacticular work was definitely composed before the
beginning of the Christian eta.  We have, however, no pre-
Christian epigraphic reference to the temples of this god.
Still, as the Asthaldstra shows, temples dedicated to this god
were in existence before the beginntng of the Christian era,
The first eplgraphic teference to 4 temple of Karitikeya is
found in an inscription of the third Century A.D. It was
discovered at a place called Abbottabad it the Hazara district,
now in West Pakistan.®? The inscription is dated in the yenr
15 of one Mahirsja Kadambebvaradisa ; he was probably a
semi-independent ruler as suggested by Dr. Sircar, who edited
the epigraph. Dr. Sircar assigns the inseription to the third
Century A.D. on palacographical grounds. We learn from this
inscription that & temple of the the god Kum@ra (Kumirasthgna)
was built by one UGabura Shsphsra son of Moksand a
member of Godura clan and apparently a foreigner. Dr.
Sirear fusther observes that this particular pame Shaphara
reminds one of the wellknown FPshlavi name Shabpubire
{Shapur} barne by three Sassandan emperors guling cespec
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tively In 24172, 310.70 and 383-88 A.D.5? The inscription
once more proves Kiirttileya's popularity with the foreigners.
Huviska, the Kusiga emperor, was the fiest known forcigner
who showed some sentiment for the Indlan War.pod by
reproducing his various forms on his coing  ‘We have, of
course, some other instances of forelgners embracing Indian
religion (cf. the Besnagar insctiption of Heliodorus belonging
to second-first Century BC.). There is one particular
reason why Skanda-Karttikeya was specially venerated by the
foreigners. Most of them came to this country as invaders.
All of them belonged to the warlike tribes. The Indian
Wart-god, therefore, soon attracted their reverential notice
and became thelr favourlte god.

Another third-Century inscription from former Central
Indix (now M.P.) proves Skanda-Karttikeya’s popularity whth
the foreigners  The inseription was discovered near Sanchi
and is dated. Prof. R. D, Banemt first edited the inscrlp-
tion.’* He thought that the inscription belonged to the
reign of Svami Jivadima, the Saka Satrap.  Modern scholar-
ship has tejected Prof. Banerif’s reading of that name 52 As
a matter of fact, there is no reference to Jivadima in that
epigraph. Tt nctunlly belongs to the time of Mahidanda-
niyaka Sridharaiarma Sila in the thirteenth year of his
relgn and s dated in the $okarear 201 Ve, 279 AD. Dr.
Sircar thinks that 4ridharavarma was probably an official of
the $1ka house of Malwa but later assumed independence.®s
The Inscription begins with a line praising the god Svimi
Mabasens. It, therefore, dirzctly shows that the god was
held in high esteem by the above-mentioned Saka chief, It
should also be remembered that the Sal-as like the Kuginas
and the Paklavns came to India as invaders,

Several y ears ago an image of Karttikeya was discovered
from u well not far from the famous ancient site of the
Fanhali tila at Mathurd,®®  Fottunately for us the image Is
tnscribed 3 the translation of the threedine Inscription s
mven below i

“fn the L1th yeor, 4th month of winter, on the first day,
on this date wes installed on tmage of Kirnttibeyn (Kiruil-eyar
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d were very much in vogue in the early centuries of
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Sectionn B—-Skanda-Karttikeys in the Gupta Age s

¥ e now. reach the Gupta age. We have seen sbove that
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" smesiber- of the Hinda p\mdxcen in Nosthern India. - Hlis
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Gupta king to issuc the ‘Peacock type’ {as Allan calls them)t
or the ‘Kirsttikeya type’ (as Dr, Altekar terms them)®t of gold
colns, ‘There cannot be any doubt that this new series, where
Karttikeya Is represented on the reverse, was Issued in honour
of that particular god.**  Smith wrongly supposed that the
figure on the reverse represented o female deity®® ; but Alhan
correctly identifies the figure on the reverse swith the Ware
god Skanda-Kiarttikeya. Alan has also noticed two varieties
of this elass of coins ®*  Here 15 his description of the variety
‘a"~QObverse :—King Nimbate, standing left ; wearing waist
cloth, with Iong sashes and jewellery, feeding peacock from n
bunch of fruit,®s held in the right | and, and left hand behind
hMm ; legend uncertain and incomplete; it beplns Jayat
svabhitmau  gunaraé$i (Allan himself corrected this reading
Iater®® with the help of a better-preserved coin).  The actual
reading is Jayati stagmairguna followed by five more charae.
ters on ripht®? and ends with Mahendrahumdrah on left,
Reverse :—Kirttikeya nimbate, three quarters to left, riding
on his peacock Paravini, holding spearin left hand aver
shoulder with right hand sprinkling incense on sltar on
right (2) ; the peacock stands on a kind of platform;
border of dots Mahendrakumiirah 8 Another varlety s
described in page 86 of Allan ; there is not much difference
between the two varieties, The king is slightly stooping and
his right hend is empty ; the left hand rests on hips, pescock
facing in front.*®

It has been universally admitted that this new series was
intended to bea numismatic homsge to the deity Skanda-
Karttikeya. The coins have, however, been found In limited
numbers (British Museum, 9; Indian Museum, 5; Lucknow 2;
Baynna hoard contains only 13 colns of this type).5® Dr,
Altekar thinks that the telative paucity of these colns Indleate
that they were Issued in the Jazer part of Kumira Gopra Vs
relgn.?l,  Itis more then an accident that the king was named
after the War-god. Peacock, Karttkeya's «Bhana, scems to
have been a favourite bird of this king, It appears on the
‘Horseman'’? and nlso 'Tiger.slayer?® classes of his coins.
‘These coins are also indirectly connected with the Karuikeya



'culanon in Central- provinges),7*
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declares that Kumira Gupta I’s “object of adoration was Kie.
ttikeya rather than Visnu". We must not overlook the face
that this king had introduced for the first time the ‘Percock.
type’ of gold coins. In this conaection the following remark
of Dr. J M. Banerjea may not be trrelevant 1 ¢ Kumira Gupta
1 was certainly in urgent need of the graces of the War-.god
Kicttlheya, for in the last period of his rule he was troubled
by the ruthless invasions of the Higas and of the
Pusyamitras, and his special predilection for this martlal
god is also manifest in the name of one of his sons viz. Skanda,
if not of himself”.20

Some scholars believe that Kumarasembhavam of Kilidosad!
was written at the orders of Candra Gupta IT to comme.
mortate the birth of his son Kumira Guptal, Most of the
Western scholats ace {nclined to accept this theory. The fact
that the great poet wrate such a fascinating poem on the
birth of Kumira (i.e. Skanda) proves the immense popularity
the War-god enjoyed during his life-time.®?  There is much
foree, we belicve, in the following observation of Dr. V. 5.
Agrawaln,®* “in fact Skanda stood as the nation’s idesl ged
durlog the Gupts period”,

The existence of another Gupta temple dedicated to this
god 1s disclosed by a copper-plate inscription® of the
Ucchakalpa king Sarvanitha found ot Sohawal in the Baghel.
khand troct of the former Central Indian Agency (the inscrip.
tlon is now preserved In Rajputana Museum, Ajmer). The
nscription is dated In the year 191. A number of scholsrg
{ike Kiethorn®® and D. R, Bhandarkar® refer"the inscriptions
of the Ucchakalpa kings to the Kalweuri era of 248.9 A.D,
If this view is nccepted, then the date of this inscription will
carrespond to 437 A.D.~—z date not far removed from the
Bilsad Pillar inscription of Kumira Gupta T; but other
scholars like Fleet 57 Qjha,?® Halder,$ Mirash®® and D. C,
Sirear®? g2 of the opialon that the dates found in the Insceip.
tions of the Ucchakalpa kings are refernble to the Gupta era.
Dr. Sirear observes, “the Bhumra insctiption (Bhandarhar,
Yist No. 1661) the date of snbich is possibly A.D. 508 rather
than A.D. 484 or 520 shows that Hastin of the Parivegjska
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tlons?® and belong like them to the third-fourth Century
A. D. Marshall further observes, it scems to Indlcate that
tn anclent time there may have existed a pious custom,
according to which rulers on the occasion of thelr accession
entrusted their Mngdom to thelr istadevatas and considered
themselves as mere agents” Marshall cites an  instance
from the history of Travancare where one Mahfrija Mirtan-
davarman actually performed a similac ceremony in the
middle of the tenth Century A.DS®  The expression
MuaheSvareMah@sendusrstardjya  reminds us of Mahefvara-
Mahasendtisystar@pambhavah  found in the Rithapur plates
of Nala Bhavattavarman®®  and Kesarlbeds plates of Nala
Arthaparl-Bhattitaka.?® Dr. Sircar thinks that Vindhyavedhana
of the Bhitd seal was probably a Southernet.® We cannot
say, whether there eaisted any relation between the Nalas and
the king referred to in the Bhitd seal. In any case, the fact
that stands out prominent is that the king menuioned in the
Bhita seal was an ardent devotee of the Lord Kirttikeya,
Some other senls of the Gupta age testify to the populerity
of the cult of Skanda-Karttikeya. An oval scal bearing n
peacack standing to lefe with uplifted toil and a legend was
found by Marshal]l at Bhita*¢® Another seal of Vyighrabala
deplicting a peacock {fan-tailed) was found at Bastah by
Spooner, 101 A fine silver matrlx was discovered at Rajghat
(Banaras). It shows a fan-tailed peacock with the insceiption
$5ra Gupta’ in Gupta script, ~Another seal of the Gupta
perlod from the same plece, “shows two soldiers standing,
holding spear in thelr right hands and the left hands skimbo ;
the legend on the right raods—Mahit Si {a mistake for Su)
rasya. This seal device reminds us of the figures of Skanda.
Komato and Blzsgo on Huviska’s coins nnd the standing
Dioscuri on the coins of such Indo-Greek kings as Diomedes,
Archebius and others’’. 92 There cannot be any doubt that
the representation of the peacock on the above-mentloned
seals connect them with Kaettdheyn worship.
Skanda-Karttikeya’s popularity was not affected during the
reign of Kumim Gupta I's son and successor Skanda Gupta,
The name of the Emperor himself testifies to his connection
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sister Maohiisena Gupti Devi who s represented in the
Madhuvan grant and Sonpat copper scal inscriptlon of Harsa
as the mother of Prabhikaravardhann and grandmother of
Rijya, Harga and Rijyadel.  This shows that the Gupra kinge
were not merely satisfied with christening their sons after the
War-god, but their daughters, too, were named after this
deity. One of Mahfisena Gupta’s sens was probably Kumdra
Gupte mentioned in Bina’s Harsacarita vs 2 friend and asso.
clate of Rijyavardhana.

Skanda’s popularity In Northern India seems to have
declined sfter the Gupta age. In the post-Gupta inscriptions
he is increastngly associated with Stea. Tc is [nteresting to
note that In the pre-Gupta or Gupta inscriptions, Karttikeya
f5 not in any way connected with Sien or bis spouse Gpurl,
Everywhete in thase inscriptions he is mentioned alone. The
earliest inscription to connect him with nny other god s
that found from Nagarjunikonda where he {s cslled
Hutavraha-tanaya i.e. Agni’s son,'t°

Ftom scventh Century onwards the War-pod became p
repufar member of Stva’s famify consisting of éivz\, Gaurj,
Laksmi, Sarasvati, Ganesa and Kacttikeya. To the inscriptions
of the seventh Century and of the Jater period Karttikeys is
expresely called Siva’s son {cf, Aphsad inscription of Kdiry.
senal'! and Mallar plates of Mahasiva Gupta'!'?d, both of
which belong to the seventh Century AD.). In some pleces
of Northern India, however. he was specially worshipped as in
Northern Bengal and Baijnath in Almora District of U.P, In
mediseval times, there existed a famous town named after the
War-god near modern Gerur {in Almora) called Karttikeya-
pura or Kirttlkeya-negaza. A  number of inscelptions
belonging to the ninth and the tenth Centuries A.D. found
from different places of Almora district refer to this town.
We have inseriptions of Faramabbattiicaka Mshaajadhirijs
Paramebvnta Lalita{Gradeva (dated 1n the year 21 and 22), son
of P.M.P. Istreana and grandson of Nimbara all which were
issued fraom Kicttikeyrpura 13 Both Kielhorn and Dr. Sircar
have opined that Lalitad Grsdeva reigned In the second half of
the ninth Centary A\ This Karttikeyapura was apparently
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that the temple was in existence in the eighth century AJD.
Tt is reasonable, therefore, to infer that this temple was bujle
sometime in the seventh century A. D., and not {mprobably
doring the relgn of MahSriRdhirdja éné?\hkn, who was
a devoted Saiva, Tha Tundravardhans was a well-known
centre of Karttikeya-worship is proved by other sources, some
of which are much earlier than Kalhapa's time. In chapter
81 of the Pirvn Khanda of the Garuda Puritna occurs a verse
{No 135) which runs as followg—

Kamartipam mahdtirtham Kamakhyd yatra nsthats 1
Pundracardhanakam tirtham Kantikeyadea yatra cat®® 1

The above quoted verse is of unique importance as no
other Mahdl or Upa-Puclina contalas any  refetence ta the
Kicttikeya-tittha of Pundravardhana, According to MM,
Kane this work was composed sometime between the sixth
and the tenth Century A.D.12* Dr Hasra places it in the tenth
century A.D.1**  So both these scholars phce this Puriipa
much before the time of the composition of the Rijataraigmi.
The same temple is olso referred to in the Karateva.
méhidtmya®s, a work of uncertain date.

A mound, which P. C. Sen calls Skander Dhap, situsted
in Mauza Bagpara two miles from Mahisthin, is taken to
represent the site of the temple of Skanda mentloned by
Kalhana, and the poet of the Garuda Pursino, It has further
been sugpested that the same place was known to Sandhygkara
Mandin by the neme Skandansgara-?*¢ This mound is thos
deseribed in 1. A, 5. B. (1878}, p. 91, “60’ square on top,
slopes somewhat abruptly on the cast, where it is 30" abave
the level of the field but descends gradually in terraces on the
other sitfes” where it is called Skander phat.  In this connec
tion X, N. Diksit observes?25—"in view of the mention of
Skands as one of the lumits of Mahisthin in the loesl
Karatoyadmahdumia and the reference to a Shanda-temple in
the viclaity of Pupdravardbana, it would be particularly
interesting to see whether the mound really contains any
rehes of 8 temple dedicated to the pod Skanda-Kerttikeyn”,
We cannat be sure about the jdentification of Skandanagara
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_mentioned: in the Ramacarita ;7%° bue this reference proves
the existence of & town, named after this god, in North Bengal,
Thast Norely Bengal was a seat of Kiartuikeyr worship is also
proved by a highly interesting epigiaph'?7 discoverad at
Kotagally in the Kxnarese district {modern Mysore) belonging
to the relgn of the Ragrrakite king Khottiga dated in éiﬂka
889 i.e. 967 A.D. This inscription records the instollation
of the imnges of Kirttikeya and other gods at the village of
Kolagala by the Prahmac@rin Gadddhara. This gentleman is
deseribed s a lohasen? belonging to the £andilya gotra and as
the crest-jewel of the Gauda country {verse I3). The next
verse tells us that he was born in the village Tads and that be
was the illuminator of the Varendri country. The same
Guadidhara had set up another image of Skanda in the villape
of Kudatini.??% We learn from this insctiption that the region
around Kolagallu was known as ‘Kanikeya-tapovana’. Verse
19 of the Kolagallu inscription of Khottiga informs us that
Gadidbiera was conducting the administration of the realm of
the pod Karttikeya., The epigraph also contains a fine culogy
of Kirttikeya (verses 2-12). The above-mentioned epigraphs
Teave no room to doubt that this Brihmana Gadddhara was a
sincere follower of the god Karttikeya ; bot what is of far
greater importance is that he is descelbed as” & resident of the
Varendr] country L. e. North Bengal,  The editor M. L. Reao
ohserves o this connection, “‘we do not know when this
celebrity came from Vareadrl to the Kanatese country, bnut
this much is clear that he rose to this eminence on wccount
of his leurniog and other qualities. Tt is possible that Krena
I bad met and brought him to the South during his second
Northern expedition™.  The village Tadf. mentioned in the
inscription, han tentatively been identified with Tard lyinpata
distance of abowt 12 miles souph-east of Dinajpur.

The importence of this Inscripuon cun never be owverr
emphosised, It demonstrates the zeal of a Bengali Brabmin
to popularise his god jo a distant country. It is probable
thar Gudadhara was bimself either ane of the high priests of
the Karttikeya temple of Pugdraverdhana or connected with
one of them.  He went and seteded in the Kanaress country
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tobably at the request of one of the Rigtrakfta kings.
Immediately after his arrival in this country e seems to have
devoted himself entirely to the arduous rask of popularising
his favourite deity in that part of the Kanarese country. To
what extent he was successful, the above-mentioned eplgeaph
will testify.

1t §s also interesting to note that most of the Kirtbkeye
images found n Bengal hail from Varendr or North Benpal
{see also infra, ch. VII},

Judging from the discovery of numerouns medizeval imapes
of Kurtitkeya from various places of Northern India, it
becomes c¢lear that he enjoyed some sort of popularity,
although it was clearly on the dechne.  As wo have elsewhere
pointed out, he was always associated with Sive and Um3 in
the later inscriptions and as 8ir R. G. Bhendarkar has
wobserved, separate shrines were s2ldom dedicated to him in
the Iater mediseval age in Northern India 37

We learn from the Capdakadike of Acya Kgemibvarn
{Act 3, last verse) that Kartrikeya woas another neme of the
Gurjara Pratih3ra king Mahipila 1.4°% A temple of Kumi~
redvare § e Kirttikeya has been referred to In the Bijholi Rocl,
inscription of Cahamins Somedvara doted in the Vilrara
Samtat 1226 f.e. 1168 A D.1*! Buholi is 112 miles
notth-sast of Udzipur. According to the inscription the
temple was situatad at Bhimavans which has been identified
by tlre editor Vyas with Pathar {(Rajasthan). Another such
temple of KumZrefvara is mentioned in the Mirsj plates of
Jayasimba Il {11th Cent. A DLYY*? From Gurpl {2 miles east
of Rewa) inscription??® of Prabodbaliva {of Mauamayjiuka
sect) we beten thae his Gura Prajintadiva dedicated fmages of
Um3, S'nn, Durgd, Sadinana fe. Kirtukeyz, Ganapati and
Sarasvati in the temples close to the palaee. Paldi inscrip-
tion?t of Guhila Arisupha dated in the Fikrama Sarmiar 1173
e, 1116 A.D. s found engraved on the wall of the remple of
‘Kirttikasi imin’ peat & bizger Siva temple. Paldi is enly §
mmiles to the north of Udaipun

A megnificent temple of Kumira was built by Lavagapra-
£3da, Lirg of Gujrat in 1253 A.DA%s



moon (in brilliancy)” ‘Thxs place has been xdennﬂed by.y
Bi’thler svith modern Vadhvan ia Gu;rat. )




34

S [¥] -

w

G oo~

10
n

The Cult of Shand+Karttikeys In Anclent India
NOTES

Far soms recent discu sion on the datz of Pataiijah, tee F O, Vol 381,
pp L., se~alsol A, 1218, p 51,

See} N Banerjes, Des lopment of Hindu Jeosography, p, 86, sce eiso
Sten Konaw in | A (1909 pp 14894 nlso R. G DBhandatkar,
Collected Works, Vol 1V, p 215, Weberin Indisch Suddien, Vol V,
pp M7 T first dizcussed this matter,

MbR, HL227.16 7.

Forthe date of it composluon see Jacobl’s introdicton in SBE,
Vol XXII, pp XXXIX .

Book 2, lecture 1, lesson 2,

For the date of the composition of this kighly interesting Sanshrit
wnorl on polity, see T A. 1918, pp 15761 & 187.95, where Jucobt
strongiy maintains the view thet the work wes composed in the 4th
cent BC ie during the lifestime of Candragupta Mautye, but
nccording to quite a few Indinn and Western scholazs the work way
camposed not before the 2od cent, B C. Referencesin thss work to
such words s Clrabhim: and Cinapatta, according to such scliolars,
prectude the possibiliey of n date eathier than the middle of the 3rd
cent B C {secPH.AY., p 10 {n , see also shid, pp. 277 8—%he
sbsence of the name ‘dindra” in the scctions dealing with weights
{Book TI, chapters, 12 and 19} proves thnt it is & pre Quptawork.
See alszo John<ton J R A 5., 1929, pp 77A Keich places this work in
300 AD {HSL, p 461, buticis difficult co accept Kesth's tiont.
Yot some other orticles desling with the Arthaldstre, sce CHUI,
Vol 1, pp 679 60.

Kangle, part 11, p 80.

Loc.cle

Loz et ; according to the Mbh,, XU1149.81 Aparipts is onc of
th: thousand names of Vignu, Apsarijlta appenrs ns one of the
eleven Rudras in another place of that work (X150 17),

P, 84.

For the date of this work see e L Mitza's Introduction {pp 19 ')
in hls translation of the Lalitavistara , see also Po L Vaidya's Intro-
ustioh, pp. XI XU o his recent edition of thiz worl. Tt swas
transdsted several times sn Chinese In the 1st, 3rd snd the th Cent.
A D, Moatof the schalars and historians of Sanshelt Hieratore dhink
that thisfsn 1stcent B G work.

P. 137 of Mura’s editlon, p 120 of Lefmann'sand p 54 of £. L.
Valdyn's cdition,

Cinly 1o somne date passages of the Mahabhirara Ganapati §z mcmloxv
ed by name, in suchp lie is desceibed as an

See P. Gardner, Camtoguc of the Ca n3 i the Britth Murseum, plate
XXVIL16 and page 138, #co also introduction, pp. LXIV-LXV ; g2
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As) a wml& probsbly ofthc 8th cent. A.D., which forms
paté of the Bf\aw;ya Purdna in the Venkatcwam edition, sec
? ¢ Upa-Purdnas, Vol. 11, p. 395, D! Hazra has
quoted the abave rerses in p. 378 {fa.) of the same work,

Yok X pp 153 6, “Huvmku as Mabisena':
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ot 2)'n plny escribed 10 Bhitsx, .the king Crgda Pnd)mu cleims -
Mahiisena, ‘whet he is piven the. news cf Udn) ana's T
EMaﬁa-;maix 8e¢ Plu-»v t\scrxbcd to fhiiss cdited by




56

30

31
32
3

34
35
36
37

38
335
40
31
42
43

4

e

15
46
47
48

T

50
51
52

The Cult of Skanda-Kartdkeya In Andient Indin

secms to support the contention of Vars snd Dayel. The latter,
howewer, reads the tnscriplion as Kumiratite and tupposes it to be
the nwme of » pereon; but the yeading Kumirarara is generally
necepted,

Sec Altan, Calalogus of Cowns én Arcient Indig, pp. 265.78 3 see slso
his introduction, pp. CLILCL Ii1; after the publication of Al'sn’s
work several other colns of (his ke have been discovered from
Rohtak, Debradun and Garhwil reglon (see JULPH.WS, Vol Xii,
pp. 5253 sleo Prese N.SI, 1836 and Mem. N.5L, No 3; also
JNLS.L, Vol I, pp, 1094125 andibad,, Vol. XV, pp. 46-8).

Sre Alfan, plate XXAMIX.30.

bl pp- CXLEX~CL,

Smith’s suggestion that these coins were issued by n chisf calling
himeelf Staml Brahmanys Yaudheyn Is obviously incorreet,

See Allan, ap ¢, plate XXXIX.22,

18id,, plate XL.I0.

See Pror. AS B, 1884, pp 137-41.

See the article, ‘The Yaudheyss as the political suceessors of tha
Kugigas in Northera India” by Dr. Alteker in JUPH.S., Vol XVi,
patt 1, pp. 52-58 5 the samr view is repeated in  Vikdtoka-Guptn
Age, pp. 2932 ; see also Altehar in PLALO.C., X1 {1943}, pp, 513 T,
See also JLULP.H.S, Vol. XII, past 1, pp. 52-86, ‘Further light on the
Coinage of the Yaudheyas® by Prayag Dayal.

See JNS L, Vol V, pp, 29 M.

Sce 8, C. Kela in J N.S.1, Vel. XVHI, pp. 46-5.

nrzazas,

Sabha, 32. 4-5.

P. C. Ray's translation, Vol. IT, p. 76,

For a discussion on the date of this work, ece JLU.PH.S, Vol. XV,
part i, pp. 24452, the artlele by Dr, V.S, Agrawgla; see also 5. Lesi
in JuA, {1915} ; the latter has shown that the corliest Chinese trons-
fatlon of this work gocs back to the 4th cent. A,D.

Sez The Age of Imperal Unity, p. 167 alea LUPH.S., Vol. V, pert I,
». 33 {fnd.

TV.1178; nad V3T,

T N5 L, XU, 162,

G.11., 111, pp. 2507,

SRAS., 1897, pe 130,

See JAS.D., 1953, pp. 59 . {edited by Dz, D, C. Sircar); see also
Misashis EIL, Vel, XXVIL pp. 48T, end D, R. Bhendarkar, Pregress
Repost of th> Archasological Survey of Western India, 1903-4, p. 54,

Cf. Banerica, op. cit., p. 94 1 also Viayu Purdna, 97.1-4.

Op. ext., a0,

E. 1. Vol. XXX pp. 59.62.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Worskip of Skanda-Kirttikeya in South India

Section A~-Worship of Murugan :~In the early Tamil
liternture we come across a deity called Murogan. He appears
in almost s}l the major works of the énngam period,
e. g. Pattinapalai,t Porunaraltarupadai?, Perupanattrupadai,
Kurinchipattst, Tolkappiyam, Napinai aod others ; but what
is most interesting Is that there is one celebrated poem in
‘Tamil exclusively devoted to him. This is the famous Tamil
idyli the Tinimurngaterupadai. It is geaerally supposed that
the well-known poet and scholar Nakkirar is the suthor of
the poem. An interesting legend is associated with the
composition of this poem. After the dispute with god Siva
rnd punishment for his presumption the poet was ordered to
have a pilgrimage to Banaras. On his way he was seized by
a terrible demon along with 999 others, The demon instead
of sitting down at once to his breakfast, first went to perform
his daily ablutions and thus afforded time for the poet to
compose the poem In praise of Murugan, who moved by its
pathos appeared befare the victim, killed tne ‘fastiduous
demon' and rescued Nakkirar and 999 fellow prisoners.
Competent authorities including Prof. Sundaram Pillai would
place the author {n the fifth century A.D.?

The Tirmmuragattrupadai is by far the most popular Tarmil
poem of the Sangam perfod. It is still read by thousands of
devout people throughout the length and breadth of the
Tamil-speaking world,  Prof. Pillai observes in this connec-
tion, “in the general wreck of letters that followed the
extinction of Madura College, Muruga’s name seems to have
served s o life-boat to this work of Nakkirar and to have
saved it from the undeserved oblivion which overwhelmed its
more illustrlous compeers”. As a matter of facr, this }s

. considered to be the 11th book of the sacted hymns of the
Saivas, and with the devotees of Murugs It Is a part of their
doily Iurgy.



Y god. Tben e read the account |
emonédsses ' who go - through the devil-
its "down' the ‘Asuras. Four shrines
f 'the ‘god are described” in this poem.
kuﬁram;'Tim‘chiralaiva{, Tiruvavinakudi
It is interesting to note that all these
n the “hill-tops. The first shrine Tiru:-
is descnbed as sztuated to the west of the city
to-day we'can see the hill, but it is to the
presem city.- Ic has becn supposed, there-

Even the image of the poet
st nds in thxs piace. This sbows the gteat
This

1t>1s descrlbed as a ‘pleasant sacred mount’
s 16 be - 1dennﬁe& with the mddetn  Tirg-

8 mxlcs fo the south-cast of Srivaikuntbam -
dxstrict. The :emple wmnds on“a small‘
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grant of 1400 gold kafur or coins to the temple and the Injunc-
tion that this sum should be invested as p permanent loan
among village assemblles, so that the interest therefrom might
be spent on the temple.? ~ 1/ "}3 W

The third place Tiruvavinakudi, according to some comm-
entators is situated on the Palnl hills. This is one of the
greatest South Indian tirthas of this god  The place is only
40 miles from Dindigul on the Madeas Dhanuskadi Raflway
line. A highly interesting legend is associated with the temple
gf this place. Siva once gave two hillocks called Siva and
Saliti to the sage Apastya to carry them in the South ro enzble
the latter to worship the god ond goddess there. He, how-
ever, left them in 2 forest and returned to the Souwth. After-
wards his disciple Idumbara, the preat demon, obtiined his
parmission to undertake the task himself. He proceeded to
that place and carried the hillocks on his shoulders in the
form of Kavadi® While neating the fotest at Felni he
stopped for 2 while. On attempting to lift them again he
found those hillocks firmly fixed on the ground. He climbed
on one of the hill, and saw a youth with a stick in hand and
wearing anly underwear and this boy claimed that the hills
belonged to him. The boy was no other than the god
Muruga.-Subrahmanya. A fight ensued in which the demon
was overwhelmed. At the request of the latter's wife he was
restored to life,  The demon then prayed to the god that he
should be made to stand at his portal, for good, as the gate-
Leeper and “also that whoever in the Kavadi form similar to
the process adopted by him in bringing these hillocks, should
be blessed fully!®’t, From this time the plaze became sacred
to the god. It should also be noted that carrying of Kavadi
is particularly associated with the warship of Murugan or
Subrahmanya in South India. People who are In difficulties,
resort to this form of worshlp, in order to obtain the blessings
of the god. G\S‘ \?3?;

Tiruveragam metioned in  the Timmumgattrupadai is
generally identtfied with Kumbhakonam.

Accarding to both Dr, G, U. Pope and S, W. Coomar-
swomy Murugan was originally a a demon of the South, Dr.



vidénﬂy )
rsbxp umong thc cldest people of the South,

n S(mthern vﬂhge. In the poem Tmmmmgaﬂrujmdm
| ‘{utugfm is called the son of Korraval,

ceording to some scholars I\-mrugan was ongm'xlly the
~god ~of _tl}e Drpv,ld:ans as.he'is tepresented In many
Tamil poems: as the patron-deity of the Kuravas. or
g'tribes.  ““Probably this god is not an entirely imagi

ppetied il}':i{sb of heroes of primitive community. Accor-

- to’ P, T.S. Iyengar'* he was the patron of pre-nuptisl
J 7 That his god ereated lovefrenzy. in gitls is apparent

rom the following lines of one of the oldest poems in ’Iamxl X

angy ﬂe-—-

,"Hc re f:sﬁvals are atways held

Harmonius with the dances wild

Of frenzied maids by the Red-god stirred,
“The flutes.do pipe; the Iyres do twang

The drums roll loud, and the tahors sound S

. The Simppadrkmam‘“ {canto XXIV} alsa repxescnts t}ns sod |
§a f’wourxrc dcicy of rhr- hx!l’maidens 3 wequote, hete 4 fcw
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‘the san of the ged onder the bonyan tree’, ‘the child of
Korruval, ‘the child of the Ancient One’, ‘the captain of the
heavenly hasts', ‘the god of Kurinchi’, “the wll god’, “the ped
of the hills’.

There is vary little doubt that Murugan was originally »
loral god in the Dravidian country and only st » somewhar
later date he came to be identified with North Indizn Wap.
god Skanda-Kartcikeya. They had many common traits angd
that is why the two gods coalesced to pive birth to the popular
god Subrabmenya. It should be remembered that both
Murugan and Skanda were originally War.gods.

The popularity of the god Murugan with the ancient
Dravidians is proved by the occmrrence of his name ond
Festivals held in his honour In almost all the Tamil works of
the éangam peried.  We have already referred to his festivals
mentioned in the Patinapalai which Is placed in the fourth
century A. D, by such an autherity as Prof.  Sundaram Piljai.
In thn Agamas (collection of 400 odes} too, his great popu-
larity is mentioned. In the Agamo 118 we have “the pod
Murvogan shines in the listle village on the sides of the high
high hill where the whole zivulet sounds. The men wear
clusters of vengai flowers dripping with honey and olong with
their women dance in the streets keeping time with Tendaga
drum,*? ’

Some historions are not prepared to accept the theoey
that Murugan was otiginally a Dravidian god.. V. Venkayya'
says,? “it seems to me that Murugan is not a new name bur
only o Tamil translation of the Sanskrit designation Kum3ra,
There is no reason to suppose that Mutugan was on ancient
Dravidian god afterseard assimiloted with Skanda™; but it is
difficuit to accept this view. Itis apparent that there cantios
be any philological conection between the words Murugan
and Kamira. Fuorther some of the traits of Murugen g
found io the ancient Tamil lterature sre foreipn to the Aryan
conception of Skanda Kirutikeya. Dr Pope’s view that
otipinally he was a a demon of the South also seems unten-
able. Oo the other hand there is much foree in the theory
that he was otiginally a king of the Dravidian hill tribes.



f “the Murugan cult from pre h:stonml ‘timcs. Nilakanta
" "Sastri dbservés in his “Deuefo{;mcn( af Relrgmn in South Indm
dps 1), e undoubted antiguity of his cult nmonﬂ the
Tiamils is attested by the duseoverv in pre-historic’ winfields at
Adichchannﬂur of  bronze cocks, iron spears and other
objects similar to those employed by modnm worch\ppers of
‘Murugan sshen they ate on a pﬂgnmaue carrying the Kavadi in
fulfilment of a vow’.81 It has éven been claimed that Mura.
gan as o “deity was koown to the people of Mchenjodiro and
Harappa. Father Heras®? found the words Murugan ade’ ‘that
i5 Mairugan™in one of the seals of- Mohenjodaro ; but Heras’
reading of the Harappan seals is not gcnerally accepted.

De. Karmarkar?3 thinks that the term ‘Muradeva” of the
Rgveda®* is the same as Tamil Murugan. This too, is a meré
surmise and cannot be accepted in the absence of more
tangible evidence. Whatever may be the real antiquity of the
cult there canaot be any doubt that Murugan was a highly
popular deity from & cousidérably eatly period in South
India. The Tolkappiyam, pordl 60% contains an invoeation
to Murugan. In the Nayyinai®® we have several references to
this deity believed to be causing troubles to young girls. For
that purpose bali or offerings were 'made by the priests (called
Velan) to.the god. Weshave already referred t6 the lnes of
the Pattinapalai where there is » degcription. of - the frenzied
maids stirred by the Red-pod (Beyon}, who is no “other tbzm,
Murugm.. He was actually the favourire deity “of Elu. women
‘of the Kuravar trtbe.  This ttibe was famous in tater literature.

. as the heroes of the romantie Tove ot first ‘sight. They led a
semi-nomedic Ie.27 - *Poets are very fond-of comparing. the .
entness in the sweetheatt owing"to her. separatiol -fromi: lier’

~ lover’ to ‘the chm,ge offceted in the physieal featdres: of 3

. Murugau—p ss6d- “person’. The: Tamil work! Pan-Pada?

dehncatcs him as praficlent in thie art of Iove“'hnd i .
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which is collected by bees from the flowers of plants;
(43 toddy, which is as sweet ns honey or which is obtained
from the spadix of the palmyra or cocoanut tree ; (5) youth
or the flower of age ; (6) beauty; (7} elevation of mind;
{8} Murugan ot the Dravidian hill-delty in honour of whom
dances are performed under the murugn trec or Kirttikeya
with whose attributes Murugan was invested after being
admitted to the Hindu pantheon ; (9} a festival—originally
dances and feastsin bonour of Murugan 5 (10} an ornament
which addsto the grace of the wearer.

The poem Tinanurugattrupadar belongs to the eve of the
final absorption of Atyanism by the Tamlls, when the Tamil
Murugan had just been identified with the Aryap six-faced
god Kirttikeya, the foster-child of the Xrttilids, ““In it we can
notice the dying Tamil rite of the Murugan worship counlescing
with the rite of the Aryan worship of Kumfra-Kirctikeya®.
There is no dearth of Aryan element in the poem although
non-Atyan element predominstes,  Lines 47-56 give a vivid
picture of the frightful demoness with dry hair, irregular
teeth, large mouth, yellow eyes rolling with anger etc.  When
the Aryan conquered the South they found in Murugan a
counterpart of thelr Wargod Skanda.Karttikeya, The
conguered Dravidians on their part saw the similarity of the
conquerors’ god with thejrs. So the ever-youthful Murugan
was eastly identified with the Aryan god Kumira-Kirttikeya.

The name Murugan like Subrahmeonya is conspiclons by
1ts absence in the carly fnscriptions®® found from South Indis.
Neithet the inseriptions of the Sitaviihanas nor those of the
Iksvikus, Pallavas, Kadambas or the Nalas mention the name
of this highly popular Tamil god of the Sangam period. The
reason is that he Is essentially a god of the Tamilspeaking
Dravidians, and as none of the dynasties, mentioned above,
is cthnically connected with them, we find no reference to
the Dravidian god Murugan or Seyon in their inscriptions.

Section B—History of Skanda-Subrahmanya worship in
South India. The popularity of Skandu-Karttikeya with the
$tavihanas is disclosed by such names as Skandasniiga-fataka
and Skandasviitt. The fitst name is mentioned in a Kanhesi
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inseription,” *and the Iatter name is found in the Puranic list of
the Aadhea kings  According to De. Raychaudhutiand others
they are the names of # single person. Minfghit record®?
{circa fitst eentucy B. C.) mentions Kumara along with other
gods (Namah Kumdaravarasa), This is the earliest epigraphic
teference to this god found anywhere in Indin. As the
Satavihacas were prabably Northerners, it is natucal that
they should be acquainted with the Aryan god Kumira.
Kirrtikeya.

Kartukeya's popularity with the Ikgvakus is known from
their inscriptions found in Nigarjunikonda. Camtamila of
this dynasty (third century A.D).) was definitely a votary of
the god Mabdsena { Viripakhapati Mah#@isena-parigahatasd },3
Viripdkhapati as an epithet of Skanda is absent in the Great
Epic and the Puriinas. Vogel takes the term in the sense of
the hosts of which Skanda is the leader. The word indicates
a class of snakes in a snake-charm in the Vinaya Pitaka.>¢
Viritpdksa Is an ordinarvy epithet applied to the Raksasas and
other spirits in the Mahabhdrata and the R@mdyana.3% There
are pussages in the CGreat Epic where Kirttikeya’s intimate
connectlon with rhe Riksasas and orhers has been referred
10,%°

Aunother inscription from Nigirjunikonda®™ meations one
Elifrl who is said to be a devotee of the god Mahiisena. This
Eliér] was no doubt a subordinate of the lksviku kings and
doss not appear to have belonged to his master’s family, 98

‘The great popularity of Kirttikeya with tbe Iksvikus s
also proved by the discovery of the remains of a Kirttikeya
temple ducing 1956-7 excavations nt Niigicjunilkonda ; one of
the foscribed pillacs of the temple discloses the name of one
Canda-Salti-Kumira swho was probably the founder of the
temple.®®  Sonie images of the god have slso been unearthed
feom the smne site {see ch., V).

Another South Indian dynasty, the Kadambas are known
fram tlxcgl‘ records o have been the devetees of Skanda.
hrarikeyn. In the” Talgunda inscription of Smnva.m-m,
Wayiiradarnson, the founder ‘of the dynasty, is described as
favoured (anudlnda} and anointed send@pati by Sadinana and



£% The Cult of Shande-Kirthkeye in Ancient Indus

the Mothers.2®  The name MayTiralarman lteelf is also highly
interesting  In thisconnection it is also Interesting to nowe
that {n almo=t alf the Kadamba records the femily has been
described as ‘anudhydte’ by Svimi Mahiisena (Sadioana) and
the Mothers. It must al=o ba noticed in this connectlon 3¢
the Sirs: prantt' of Ravivarman desertbes the Ling ag
Kadamba-Mahdsena-pranma,

Karttileye's popularits with the Pallavas of both Sanskris
and Pralrit charters is indsrectly proved by the occurrence of
such names es Skandavarman, Kumsravispu. Skandadlsya and
Shandamiiln among the Lings of this dynasty. Besides theee,
we are also confronted with such names as Vijaya-Skangda.
varman and Siva-Skendararman.  Skandavarman was the
narpe of several Lings of this dynasty, More than two Kings
bore the name Kumiravisnu. The name Skendaéisya is highly
supgestive. It Indicates that the Ling with that name was
rezlly a follower of the War-god.

Kings of another South Indian dynasty are known from
their rezords to have been the votaries of the god Skanda.
We are referring here to the Nalas of the Amaravatl
district.4 At Jeast two of the kings of this dynasty are
known from their inseriptlons to have been the wor-
shippers of the gods Siva and Skanda. A recordi? of g
Ling czlled Bhavattavorman wrs found st Rithapur in the
Mersi 2aluk of the Amaravatl disteiet.  The record is dated in
the 11th year of the Moz, We learn from the first line of the
inseription that Siva end Skonda bestowed the glory of
royalty on him {MahebcaraMakdsendusrgrardyyacbhat ah)t s,

“The Kesaribeda plates of Arthpoti BhottSrahat® sl<o des-
cnibes the }ing Bhasottavsrman as MaheSvaraMakhTsenGtispaa-
Gparthaisha® These two records, therefore, establith the
connection of these two hings svlth Sika and Shanda. Dr.
Streer further drows our attention to the fact that in the Bhigs
seal there 1« almost o similar expression. He sugpests on the
tasls of this sonlogy that the king mentloned in the Bhlta seal
might bave been connected with the Nales.  He further polnts
out thet the chargcters of the sbove-mentaned seal stronply
resemble those of the records of the Hsv3kus.¢?
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The Calukyss, who came to the Hmelight from the iddle
of the sixth cent. A.D., is another South Indinn dypoasty
described in the inscriptions as being favoured by Karttikeya.
All their inscriptions contain the stock expression “the
faraily acquired unintercupted prosperity through the favouwr
of Kzrttikeya.,”' %8 A pumber of Images of this god is” found
in the caves of Aihole (see ech. VHI). A six-headed granite
image of this god was unearthed from Rajshmundry, the
modern site of ancient Puspagiri, the capital of the Eastern
Calukyas.*® The Bejwada (Krsnd district) Pillar inscriptionto
of the Bastern Cilukya king Yuddhamalla {circe 10th century
A.D.)) describes the construction of a temple of Kiarttikeya
and matham by the above-mentioned king. The second line
of the inscription expressly describes him as & devotee of
Gomarasviim] (i.e. Kumiirasvimi or Karttikeya), The fourth
Hine tells us that the son of Trinayans (i.e. Karttikeya) of the
celebrated town of Chebrolu came to attend a festival at
Bejwads and so liked the place that he wished to remain
there; Coming to know of this the king Malla (l.e. Yuddha-
malla) built a temple and matham for the god.®* The inserip-
tion, therefore, gives unother proof of the devotion of the
Calukya kings to the War-god Skanda.Kicttikeya. We get,
however, at present, no trace of any such temple dedicated *to
Karttikeya either at Bejwada or Chebrofu,

We have already obzerved that the name Subrahmanya
{althoupl of North Indian origin} is at present the South
Indlan name of the god Skanda-Kiettikeya. The earlest
eplgraphical reference fo the temple of this god is found ina
Pallava inseription of Nandivarman at Mallam® # §n the Nellore
district (called Tiruvanbur to the inscription). The inscription
is found op the Sobr of the Subrabmonya temple 3t Mallem,
CGudut. Tt is dated in the ffteenth vear of his teign and seeme
to register a geant made at the request of sn Alitva chief {(who
was probably o Niga)®3, A record of the sarly {Ganga) Pallava
king Narzsimhavarman from Kirmuttugor® records 2 gift to
aworshipper of Sonmitura (e, Subrehmanya or Karetikeya)

According to Prof. Jouvesu Dulwewd],T6 the third figure in
the celebrated Tyimfirei cave at hisbabalipuram {built during

v
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the reign of the Pallava king Muhgn:lru\'arman I} 1s Sabrak.
manya in the form of Brahma-S@std. Gopinath Reo also
aceepts this argument of that well-known French scholar (see
also wmfra, ch. VII). This once more shots the great
popularity of this god with the Pallavas. We have slready
pointed out the populanty enjoyed by this god smong the
early Pallavas of bath Prakrit and Sanskrit charters.

The Colas, who twere great patrons of Brahmanleal culture
and relgion, held this god in high esteem. Most of the great

tva temples, built during their period, had separate shrines

for the god Subrabmanya. At Kunnanur there is a Svayampra-
dhiina (“a temiple in the sanctum of which Skanda is
installed”’) temple of the god Bila Subrahmanya, This teraple
was constructed during the reign of Rijakssar identified with
Aditya Cola. *It is perhaps the earhiest dated Karrali or
temple built wath stoue from the base to the finial”’.®8

A record dated in the fourth vear of Pirthivendravarman
(956.96% A. D.)57 ‘who took away the head of Vi Pandya’
registers a gift of land to Subrahmagya Bhattara at Uttara-
mallir by 2 merchant of Kifichipura named Sandiran Elunu-
rruvan, The record was found on the South wull of
Subrahmanya temple at Uttaramalliis.b8

An Inscription®® found ot Chebrolu (Krsnd district) dated
in the Saka yenr 1049=1127 A.D, of the 9th year of the great
Cola emperor Vikrama Cola and engraved on a slab of the
Kefavosvamlin temple records the grant of some land to the
temple of Kumirasvimin {line 18) or Mahisena (line 33)
Probably the inscription originally belonged to Kumirasvimin
temple which is now enlled Nigebvara ¢© The donor Maha-
mandalefvara Nambeya (line 30) of the Curjayn family was a
feudatory of Vikrama Cola. FHe was evidently n devotee of
the god Subrahmanya. That he was n powerful frudatory
it proved by such epithets as ‘Lotd of the city of Kollipaka®
and ‘Lord of the country of six thousands (villapes) on the
Southern bank of the Krsnavennd® (lines 25-27) cte.

The Pithapuram plates®? of Viea Cola (year 23) refer to
Tanlyeperuman which stands for Tangaiperuman i.e. the locd
of Tanigai which is another name of Tituttani near Arkonam.



- South India dre assocxa[cd with . the g
of the god Subrahmanya. *Some- of. them “have . ‘
already Eeen noticed above. We will now také note of mher'
aces sacred to Subrahmanya in South India. v ‘
Swamxma]ax; which is' to the west of Kumbhakooam is
nother placeé sacred to the god Submhmqnva in South Indin.
Accord{ng to a wellknown wadition, Sobrehmanya . here
itinted his father élva in the mysteries of Pranava mantra®s
“which: his father had forgortep owing to a sin incurred in
B 11;‘hga‘ Réiksasa, This is the reason why the shrine of the son
is on the top of the hill and that of the father (who- appesrs
“here as - disciple) is.situated below. -According to another
ocal tradition, Indrz, the king of gods, when he was troubled
- hére by the demon Arlkeda, obtaived the’ blessings of
Subrnhmanvm_ The gratefal god then presented &ubrahma 3 y
‘with .2 white elephant. Even. fiow we. find'here an fmage. of B
an elephant i front of the deity istéad of the peacock.5 )
" .- Another place Vaxthisw‘zrankoxl, sitated ring miles; frc
Manmmm is. reparded assacred’to this;god.. Heﬂ: he ds
.said to have .obtained. his lance frcrn the goddeas Sakti:
Sebrahmagya is wortshipped * hel‘l_ in’ chc form of
- hence -the name Muthukumara. : -
" Skanda's mother  Firvid had
. face, which he did.. Hw ‘raother,
she prcseme& him thlx A wl (i é

Vserpent. It should ‘be noted th"-t the t
. m*xnya in‘the Tamx’»spsnkmg wg:om.
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contraction of Subrahmanva and synonym for serpent’. The
6:h day of the lunar month is held as sacred 1o both serpents
and Subrahmanya®. As the temples of Submhmanya are
found on hill-tops and as the serpents are also found in the
hills, the common worship of both of them is not difficudt to
comprehend. A story recorded in the Skanda Purd@pa®’
depicts him o5 rescuing snckes from a demon crlied Pralsmba.

At Armaimakii, not far from Maduca, is a rock-cut shelae of
Subrahmanya with one goddess.  Reference has alveady been
made to the place called Trruttani near Arkonam which was
also famous for Subrahmanya.worship. The beautiful temple
of Subrahmznya at Tanjore is another wxample of the archi-
tectural triumph of the Southf®  Accordingto a well-known
story current in the South the celebtated Saivite saint Appar
was refused admission to it by Subrabmanya-worshippers.
This so infurlated the great saint that this temple was not
celebrated in his hymns or in those of any other Saivite salnts.
It is aiso interesting to note that unlike most other temples in
the orthodox South, the Stidras are admitted to theapartment
next the shrine end the valivans {“a hunting, fishiog, fron-
making caste”}*%, nho "are uswally not admitted at all, here
come as far as the preat Bull.70

Numerous other temples of Subrahmeanya exist in the
South, particularly in the Tamil-speaking areas. Mentlon
may be made in this connectlon to the temples at Valliyue, ™t
Kalugomalai,*® Panpulipatnam or Panpull,?* Plmomelai®,
Bodinsyakkanur® and Viramalal. T8

In this connection the following observation of Gopinath
Rao”" may be quoted, “Subrohmanya 1s almost exclusively
2 South Indian deity. There i3 not & village, however small,
which does not possess 2 shrine for Submhmanya, In fact
the popularity of this deity with the South Indian is so great
25 to induce him to build shrines for him in all places, such as
towns, villages, gardens, mountain-tops and other odd places™,

There is 2lso no dearth of the temples of Subrahmagya or
Kituikeya in other parts of South India. The temple of
Kumarasviml, which is sltuated six miles from Sandur in the
Bellary district, Mysote, Iy a celebrated plzce of Karttfkeya.
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that part. of the- provioce. “The. temple is
ne of great antiquicy Juddmg from its structural
pearancc” 8 This temple, necording to Mudaliar, reminds
néof Vithoba templt:’ at. Pandharpur. Two local legends have
een recotded. by Mudnhar in his admirable article on this
emple.f}"
. Agcording to one oF the legends Lord Kumira, when he
ccepted the Jeadership of the forces of the gods, was installed
s, such at this place. To commemorate this event, Lord
~Kartiikeya or Kumiraviimi consented ta stand still here and
: -temple was accordingly built in his honour. As his father
- and fother were also there to witness the ceremony, two
‘temples. were bullt for them. Another legend about the
construetion of this temple is much more interesting from
the mythological point of view. After the defeat of Tiraka,
Kirttikeya was requested by his mother Prvat] to wed o gicl
* whom she had selected, and on asking how she looked, he
was told that she résembled herself, swhereupon he became so
indignant that he vowed that he would not marty 2 gitl who
was like his mother, Pacvat] was much vexed, and she apgrily
demanded of. him the mother’s milk, which the son at once
vomited forth. The mother was all the more vexed at this,
and éxva had to {ntervene to ‘mppease the thth of his son and
wife. To commeimorate this event three tcmp]cs were bullt
{or them, son, mother and father. There is vet another legend.
which ls’ somewhat diﬂ”erent f:om the one ;ust rcl’xted.
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turelary deity.  The god is penerally represented as riding on
x horse and attended by a dag and his wife Malsdra 52 Oppert
connects this god with the aboriginal Khond tribe of Khandesh
and its neighbouthood.#?  The god is also known as Malad
because according to some legends, recorded in a local
Mahdtmaya called the Malldri-Mahaimya, he killed a demon
called Malla ,who beat and ill-used the BeThmanas, at a2 place
called Jejuri®s, 30 miles east of the city of Poona. It is at
present a famous place of pllgrimage. One of the inscriptions
of the Jejuri temple gives the date Saka 1303 i.e. 1381 A.D ks
There is another celebrated temple of Khapdobi at Pal in
Satara district, This place was originally called Rajapurt
according to a local legend the god appeared before a milk-
maid called Palai in whose honour the name of the village
was thanged from Rajapur to Palst. This god is also
warshipped in Baroda and Bhavsari, Poona district.87

W. Crooke®* thinks that this god is probably a deified
non-Arvan prince. The philological connection of Khanda
with Skanda is not difficuit to understand ®®  The worship of
the god Khandobid represents a debased form of Skanda-
worship and shows obvlous signs of contaminstion with
forest tribes,® It {5 also of some interest to note that this
god is not in any way connected with peacock, the well
known Vdhana of Skanda-Kiarttikeya.

In Kerala also, Subrahmanya-worship is not unknown.
He is worshipped chiefly by a tribe called Muduvans as
Palaniandavar,®t Haripad in Quilon was a famous place of
Subrahmonya-worship In anclent days.®* The temple has
lately baen burnt down by fire.*®  This place has yielded a
number of inscriptions. The temples of Subrabmanya are
also found at Vellanad, 7 miles from Trivandrum?¢ aend at
Hanjl. A pumber of inscriptions have been found in these
places. The Inscriptions from Vellanad temple are undated
but attributable to the 14th century A.D.  An inscription of
the Saka year 1331 (=1409 A.D.) tells us that in his 14th
regnal year Alagamy Kulofekboradeva repaired the central
shrine at Ilanji svhich was dilapidated.* This proves that



“ Kandaswami |
Atv Katargam

e Ae;ectcd his broLher C‘\nap:m appeared on -
ced the, maxdcn to seeL the arms of thc‘

pulam:y cnjoyed by Kﬁrtu‘keya ot/S{ubrah-
Indin is also: mentioned. in North Indian
Kmhasantsagam” mention -is' made of ‘the
ceya, m South Indn-—vYa)au Svamzkumaram
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This ththa has been placed by the poet of the Kiinma Purdna
between the rivers KiverT and Timraparpl. So there can
not be any doubt that this particular place of pilgrimage, was
situated in the heart of the Cola country. The relevant lines
may be quoted in this connection—

Svamutirtham mahadrcham tresu lokesu vifrutam 1
tatra sannthito nityam Skando'maranamashytal  H
snatwd Kumiiradhiirdydm kpted desddiarpanam |
Ariidhya Sanmukham devam Skandena saha modate 1t

This place should be identified with one of the shtines
referred to in the Tirmurugattrupadai,

It is also of some interest to note that the name Subrah.
manya is entirely absent in the early inscriptions found In
South [ndia. No reference to this name s found [o any
epigraph before the eighth century A D., although, as we
have already noticed, the name s as old as the Bandh@yana
Dharma Sastrat®s and, therefore, of North Indian origln.



e Co!a:, second edition, p. 55,

.In Madura District Gazatteer Vol. I, we get the followmg description

. of _the Murugan-Subrehmanya shrine at Tiruparankuntam, *‘the

ost shrine is cut out of the solid rock. In front of this are n

eries ofmandapams, built at different levels, one below the ather,

The lowest or outermost of these §p an exceedingly fine éxemiple of

th(_s class or work. Itsroofis of great stone slabs- and is supported

by 487 tull, carved, monolithic pillars’ (pp. 2801},

5. Another old Tamil work, and-probably older than the Tirsmuru-

gatzrnpadm. see Pattupattu, pp. 228-30.

Sec PV.]J. Ayyar, Sonth Indian Shrmzx, P 214-5,

CIbd.i pp. 214-5. .

v Bl L, Vol.XXI, pp. 102 fi. This place is also mcntmncd in the Stla.

- ppmix!.nra,u, another old Tamil wotk {see Dikshitar’s translation,
‘p-2717)." * Even Muhammadens, it 36 saids oceasionally moke votive
oﬁ'crmgs to- the god”. {see Tinnevelly Pidrice  Gozerteer. Vol. I,
pp. 5051}, For some other references to this place in' eatly Tamil -

" literature, sse LMLS. Pillal’s mnncgmph Tinchendut, p. ¥ {fa). See
alao ibid., pe 18 {fn} for some other inseriptions of this tcmple.

.9 From Tamil Kavw=to carry on the shoulder afid- mdanpolc. :

10 Forfurther details see PV Ayyar, of cit,. pp/ 156 . ; gléo S

| Indlay Pesrivities by the sanic author, pp. 14850 bee nléa’ IM.S
<L Pillal's munogmph. l’alni the sacred Rill o[ Kfz:mgu and he urt(clc on

npmcu.p. 320 7
925, pit. 84- 5 ; also his H
ineg, 1781880 .
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S.1 1L, Vel 1, part V, p. {38},

“The Tamal texlcon describas Kocadi ns o *'decorated pole of wood
with an azch oser i, carried on shoulders with offetings mosntly for
Murugan's temple”,

See N LA, I, p $2 ¢ alto the article "The Religton of Mohenjo. aro
People sccording to Inscriptions’, Journal of the Univernity of Bombey,
Vol. T (Quly, 1936), Sardesas Com. Yolune, pp. 228 £, 5 see olso 11 K.,
Vol, XXXV, pp 24 25,

See The Religions of India, Vol 1, pp. 128.35,

VIL 100,34 ; X 872.2, X 3704
See CLV.N, Avyar, Ongin and Larly History of Saseam 1n Seuth R dia,
pp. 106 M.

See vernes 34, 47, 173, 182, 351 and 376

See LTH , 1918, pp. 84 5.

Journal of Oriental Research {(Madras), Vol. VI, p 334

Tamihan Antiquary, 1910, p, 17 (in)

Soms of the Inter inscriptions mention the name ‘Mutugs’ 5 o I12th
century inschiption (E.l., Vol XXVII, p, 104) refers to the “‘golden
image’ of Muruga

Sce Rapson. Andhra Caons ete , p. L11L

Arch sur. W.I, Vol V, pp. 60fF., Bithler takes the term Kumilra-
tarasa as an epithet of prince Vedisrl and translates it o s*best of
royal princes” (tbd, p 6); but Mirashi hus shown that Kumira
1arasa here sigmfics Kumira-Karetiheya {see C17, Vol 1V, Into.
duction, ps CXLVII and i IX, also IN ST, Vol XIV, pp 208
and E.IL, Vol XXVIL, p. 4, fn. 4).

L1, Vol. XX, p. 6; sec olso K Gopulachari, Early Hutory of Andbra
Comtry, ppy 1317 and p 166

See Oldenbery, I, p. 110

Hophins, Epic Mythologa, p 39.

Mbh , XI1L 86.26.

Belonging to the 11th year of Ebuvala Camamil, E1, Vol, XXI13,
pp 147 £,

For the rehgious lening of the Ikpvakus see E1, XXXIV, p. 19
Indian Archasology, 1956-7, A Retrew, p. 36, "the structure frsel(
comprised an Loshaped pillared wing of wl ich the pordon at a foner
fevel to the south, contalming meesis e pedearals mighe have been the
shrine proper, leading the upper plllared hall by balustraded rieps”,
for the remains of the remple, 1ee hids, plate LIV A, for the ins
ctibed plilsed records see 1bid , plate LIX and for vhe temple-
complex in the Inteedor see plate L1V 8 ; gee also The Acyar Library
Bu!lezm Vul XXV, pp 5189

Fhiehea cansanudhyiya S, 7 il hih sahas
the pnsszgc hos been token to mean that MayGerdarmen was snainged
by Sadisans afeer he meditated an Sendpatf, Ds. Sirear refuses o
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aceept dna interpretation. The verb, he says, is anudhyBya {(after

{favouring), its subject is Sodananah and its object is yam. It fo the

same as anudhydte (favoured) in phasages like Mah@senamatypana—
Tt abhi ik ( i snd d by Maha end

Muthers nccurnng in many Kademba records ; set Successors of the

Saravahanas, pp. 238 {. 3 secalso NJLA,, Vol. V, pp, 131-5.

E.LL, Vol XVI, p. 264,

*Thoy were in possession of tersitorics formerly occupied by the

Vakitakas”, D.C. Sirear, E, L, Vol. XXVIL, p. 13,

Edited by Gupte In E. L Vol. XIX, pp. 102 £,

Tir. Sircar thinks that this record moy have belonged to the teign

of Arthapati, who was the graad of B man {BE.I,

Vol XX VI, p. 13},

Tbid., pp. 12-17.

For snother Mala record, see Bl Vol XX, pp. 155 @,

For the associotion of the names Mahefvara and Mahfisens in the

Greot Eple see X11.339.93 {Mahc§raraMahdsenan).

Bambay. Gax, Vol. I, part 2, p. 337,

8se Proceedings and Trausactions of jth AliIndra Osrdental Gonference,

Bacads, 1938, pp. 7734

See 5.1, Vol, XV, pp, 150-9, edited by J, Ramayyn Pantaly,

According to C. R. Krishnamachari {p. 365 of the same Vol.)

actually king Malla came from Chebrolu to this place and buile the

temple (but }. R. Pantalu refuses to accept this, see E. L, Vol, XIX,

pp. 88-9).

Sce Nellore Inscriptions, edited by Butterworth and Chetty, Gudur, 54,

PP 428:30. A very lavge nomber of inscriptions of the Coln perfod

are found on this temple {ice ibid., Gudur, 35-80}; they Include

inscriptions of Rujarfjadeva (d4th) Fih 10th, tlth, 13th and 27sh years),

Kulottunga {26th year} and others.

See Bombay Gazetteer, Vol, Iy p. 281 {fn. 3}; also LA., (1908), p. 352

EL, VoL 1V, p 178,

B, Vol. XVI, 116 ; for the figure see Archelogic idn Sud de 1, inds,

Vol, 11, Plote, XVITL I,

See The Cultural Heritage of India, Vol 1V, pp. 309.35 ‘Skanda Cult

in South India” by K. R. Venkatratoam,

Cf. Prof. Milakaots Sastri‘e The Colas, p. 149, - ~

S.LL, Voll 1, part LT, pp. 3489,

B, Vel VI, . 224, «

Loe, cit,

B, Vol V, p, 172,

Sdi.s YVol, I, pave T, Nos 49, .
In the lﬂ«k}’u’amj Skanda c«rplams the myvu:ry nmns mantta to the
sage Vimadeva (Kadal, k ke 8103 Swamimalu fs alo

nentioned in the celdmn.cd ople ﬁu‘ Tnp{mdli,muu {eante ).MV)
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See also Tanjore Datr.ct Gazstesr, Val, 1, p. 221

See P.V.J. Ayyar, South Indiaa Sheines,

Sce Impmal Guzesteer of India, Vol XNHL pp 1145,

See H.K. Sactrd, South Indian Drager of Geds evd Goddexses, pp. 17711,
123611418 : seealsa QT M5, Vol. 1, p. B9; also South Indun
Serpent Lo-e by R. K. Avyar in QJ.M.8., Vol, XXT1, pp. 426.7.

See B, Ziepenbaly, Genealory of the Seuth Indian Gols, p. 63 €,

E Thurston, Castes and Trbes of South Indie, Vol VII, pp. 272 £,
Tanfore Garateer, Vol 1, p. 271 and E.RE., Vol. X1I, p, 192
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Gazetteer of Tinsevelly Duatnet, Vol, 1, p. 407,

Ihd,, p. 380.
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Meadara Distrizt Gazetter, Vol. 1, p. 268,

IFd., p. 314,

Gavzetteer of Trich nopoly Distnet, Vol. I, pp. 373-4.
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Sce M.M. Goprlaswomi Mudslar’s article in QJ M5, Vol V],
pp. 27-32, The Terple of §ri Kumaras @mi and some of its Legende.
153 , pp. 29 £, 1 see also Imperict Gazentser of India, Vol XXII, p. 44,
“Inscriptions in the building show that It was In exlstence as long as
A.D. 850, but architecturally it is disappolnting”.

See Mudaliag, ob. oit, o, 324

BG., XVIN pare I, pp, 2901, ; pp. 413 £,

See G. Oppert, The O+igingl Inkakitants of Bhiiratararge or Tudla,
rpe 157 . see slso A.P. Karmatkar, The Religions of India, Yol. 1,
pp. 128.35.

Oppert, op. cite p. 152¢ and E. Moor's The Hindu Pan‘teon,
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See Stevenron's article On the Modem Deities Worshippaed by the Finduy
1 the Deccan in LR AS., VoL VI, pp. 105-12: olto LA. Vol. X,
. 286,
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vivld description of the temple st Jejori, see aleo Impedal Gazettesr
of ladia, Vol, X1V, p. 89,
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See Imp. Gaz., Yol. VIL p. 83, and Vol, VI, p. $9.

See ERE, Vol. Vi, p 701.
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See Crooke, ep. cit,, p, 701
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CHAPTER FIVE
Places Sacred to Kicttileyn in Anclent India

Seversl places of ancient India were connected with the
worship of Shanda-Kirttikeva, The carliest teference to o
place sacred to this god is that found 0 the Sabhdparvan of
the Great Epic tiz. Rohitakat. This place 1s deseribed there
as Kantikeyasya dayitam?. Tt is further described as delightfol
and prosperous nnd full of every kind of wealth and produce,
1t is not clear from this reference whether Rohitaka was the
name of a city or country. P.C. Roy in his translation?,
however, renders it as ‘country’ Here Nakuls, one of the
younger brothees of Yudhisthira, defeated the valiant Matta.
mayTrakas. These Mattamoyliralas are genzrally identified
with the Yaudheyas, nrst mentioned by Piapiol in his
Astadhydyi ; they are also mentioned in other places of the
Great Epict  Rohitabn, asccording to most scholars, is the
modern Rohtek sitvated in the district of the same name in
the present Haryana state. As we have nlready seen, 2
numbter of Yaudheya coms bave been discovered from this
place. Yaudheya colns, us we have noticed above, certainly
connect them with the god Shanda-Karttikeya, who wes
regarded by them as a tutelary denrv.  In chapter 254 of the
Vanaparvan the term ‘Rohitaka” designates a peoples they ae
mentioned along with the Bhadras, Agaeyas and Malvas and
are tepresented as  being defeated by Kurna dudng his
digvijaya ; obviously Rohitakn, referred to here, means the
inhabitants of the grest Robltaka city.5 Rohltala is not men.
tioned inany of the kaown Purfinas ; but that this place was
sacred to Skanda-Karttikeya is also proved by a Sanskrit wock
of the enrly Christian period. In verse thenty-one of the
Buddhist-Sanskrat text Mahiimyiirl, as we have noted In a
previous chapter, reference is made to Rohitaka s a place
sacred to Skanda-Kumiim,

The Great Epic diecloses the name of another very impor-
tant place which was sacred to Skanda-Kirutikeya in oncient



{’rthu']aka near Kumksetm. Th:s dirtha s exrprc,sly
as sacred o the god E\armkcya—— -

 Taa gacchetcz m}endm mthcm trmlok\awcmtam
Prhudakamid Iehyatan Karttikeyasya vai nypa®

In the ‘nextfew Sokas the poet pays @ ‘glowing” tribute to !he -
umque smportance of this place (vm‘.scs 142-9), Ltis descmLea
- there as the wost important of all the ththas’ (sttanidm s
’t;rthdnam), more important and sacred than either’ Sarasvari
or any other finhia (Prthiidakat crthatamam n@hyat lm?mm)""
The testimony of the Great Epic Is vorroborated by “the: .
evidence of the Padma Puripa.  In chapter 13 of the Svdrgac
khandd of this Purina we get almost & similar account of this -
great ththa.  Some of the verses of the Great Epic are also?
founid io this Pufne.’ Here too, the paet- sp—"nks 2
~Prihiidaka as sacred fo the god Karttikeya,' Somd .of the-
verses of the Great Epic evloglsing Prib@dika have “béit -
droted by Lalsmidhara {early 12th century AD) in his!
Ththakalpatarn® Rijedekhara’s i(avjanumamsa, as wé Lr\ow
~refers to this ploce as the boundary -héetween Northen ,
Central | Indis (Pyhidakdt parata  Uttartipathahy e
place has been identified by Cuoningham with Pelioa, én
DU’I‘I‘I?GHL n‘{ !bc SJmsmﬁ".“ Iu J.xc. SOth Ch'lplcr of

sacrecl 3] BLlh‘xdm & ’I his chows tlnt inl ther
Lgrmtc&a whs supp!amod hcre by Zns morc ﬂlu%ri mn-*

tol.i ‘of 3 certainy Qomm\;rﬂn sxtuumd ‘on. the Sam::
sac d 1 the gcd ‘;kanda ‘F‘let'\vhcké mamio’n ;
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of Northern India,  Twa such tirnthas are mentioned In the
Vidsu Purdpa, which is universally regarded ss one of the
oldest Porinas. In chapter 30 mention is made of Guha.
tirtha on the Sarasvati'® We do not know whether this
tirtha is the same as Prehiidaka which 1s situated on the bank
of the same river. The same tirthe is also referred 10 jn
the Viomu Purdna* which too, is regarded ns one of the older
Purinas. The Yayu Pur@ina also mentions a ththa called
Karstikeya-padam ot Gayi.'® Apparently, as the name
indieates, this tirtha was sacred to the War-god.

In the Matsa Purdina'® mention is mede of a certain
Skandatirtha oo the river Nacmodi. That this particular
tirtha was a vecy well-known place is rpparent fram the face
that it is also referrad to In the Kiirma Purlipa®® and also in
the Svargakhanda of the Padma Puriipa.’®  This tirtha may be
identical with the Kiomdrefvarativtha on the Narmead@ mea-
tlonied {n the Resaihanda of the Shanda Purdna.

The Agm Purdipa’® discloses the existence of a tirtha called
Kikaltls at Gayd as snered to Karttikeya. We propose to
fdentify it with Kirttikeyo.padam mentioned in the Vdu
Puritpa.

The Kiirma Pur@ina refers to one Sviimitirtha between the
rivers KaverT and Tamraparni {(see supra).  Apparently, this
tirtha was situated in the Far South. It should be identified
with one of the tirthas mentoned n the Timmurugatiru.
padai.

The Matsya nlso refers to Kirttikeya-tirtha sacred to
Yafask®rl®®, We cannot be sure about the exact location of
this place. However, thete is reason to believe that this tirtha
may be the stmeas moders Baijnoth in the Almora distriet
of U.P. refecred ta as Kirttikeyapura in inscriptions and
Kﬁr:tikéya—nagam by R§jasekhira®* The Brahma Puriina
speaks of one Kartikeyaairtha on the river Gauterm]
({.e. Godavari).?® Inthe Padma Pasana“® mention is made
of one Kotitfrtha (on Gomnti}, and not far from Banaras, as
saceed to Skandn. The same Puriga®® refers to another
tirtha, sacred 19 Karttikeys, on the river Sarasvari, colled
1}§abhndﬁpa.
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“The Vamana-” speaks -of one G;asau:thn sacrc\i to Karttde
,'Lew.\ near the Sarasvati; -the Vargha refers to Kirrttkeya.
. konda. in the Himslayes.®® The Sawra Pur&na®® mentions
. Sakibheds in Ujjayini rs sacred to X\Atlukeya. :
i Paspdravardhana gs a drtha, sacred to Kawgikeya, i3 only
- ‘mentioned in the. Garuda Purdina.®™® This place has tenta-
‘. tively been identified with Skanda-nagara mentioned in the
Ré&macarita of Sandhyikara Nandin. As noted elsewhere,
Kathana®® refers to the famous temple of Kiartttkeys near
Pundravardhana, The Narasimha Purfna®® mentions one
Kumaratircha.-

A number of plices, sacred to Kirttikeya, have been
referred to in the voluminous Shanda Pusand. We have
already mentioned Kumiaredvaratittha on the Narmada
mentioned in the Revlkhanda of this Purina. There is &
reference to another KumireSvarmirtha in the Prabhasa-
khandn of this Pwine."t This place was sitoated in
Saurdstrn (modern Gujrat).  In the Kaikhapde®® of this -
Purfina mention is made of Skandebvara, Namameyc\vam smci
Vifakhebvara tirthas at Banaras,

In the Ndgarakhanda of the Skanda Purine thete is a
detailed description of an ancisnt city colled CammtkSrspura
in the country of Anartta.? We are told in the 7lst chapter
of this Book of the Skanda [urdne that this place was
renamed as Skondapura afterwards. In no other Purfnpa,
however, dg we get any reference to this town. .

The Meghadita® of Kalidfisa describes the celebrated
tirthe of Devapiri sacred 1o the god Skanda-Kirtttkeya.  The
relevant §loka is here quotcd L :

Atra Smndm*x niyata-vasatim gugpameghidp dinmd :mgpczmmnh
snapeayatie Bhaviln eyomd gask ala.)mrh 1

raksit-hetornavalabibhpdl Vasooingm C(xlnﬁltcl!ﬂﬂlga(fi(}'ﬁip Heuta-
vahamdhe sambhytam taddhi tejak 1 ;

The writer in AR ASL 1192%26,“‘@11;.5:%:5 the ldf‘ntiﬁcﬂv
tion of this p!ae:e with e hill Deve Dunged situatéd betiveen”
| the rivers Gembhird snd Chambal,  Iohas also S2Rn - sugges-
ted t}m: tly pre@ent templc af- Dlu.rmara{a, on IhP sonrtliers -
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summit of the hill, marks the site of the ald temple of Skanda
,tentioned by Kalidasa, The weiter, however, concedes, *'it

» {s not clear, why such on insigoificant billock should have
struck the fancy of the poet and it can oply be explained by
assuming that the old temple of Skanda was a famous place
fat worship lo this locality in Kalidase’s days's  The original
temple hus, of course. disappeared completely.

We hove already referred to the South Indian tinthas sacred
to Kirttikeya-Subrahmanya. Seversl other places in India
were also associated with his name. Some of these ploces are
referred to in Inscriptions and  ether works, Kandskur
fn the Nellore district was formerly known as Skanda-
puta.”®  Another Skandapura is referred to in the Kongudesa-
Rajakal, a Tamil Chronicle, as the capital of the Western
Gahgas ; this Skandapura according to Lassen is the present
Gajjnlhati on the old Ghat Road from Mysore to Trichino-
poly.®”  Fleet has, hawever, refused to pccept the authenti-
city of the statement of the above-mentioned Tamil work.®®
In later mediaeval times there was a Kurttikeya-tirtha at
Gaiighsigara,®® Bhavadeva Nyfyalahlf@ra {(in Saka 1651 ie.
1729 A.D.), in his Tirthasdra, hos referred to the sacred imnge
of Karttikeya nt this place.®



2.5 the term Rcrhzfa[,uf‘ula i t’ound in the Pafcavimba Bmkmmm.
V23, 12 and xv 116 (sse Vedic Index, Vol. TE, p. 228).
Lo
" See Vol 11, p. 76. .
VIL159.5—Yaudheyin Adrifan rdjan Madrakin Mazlac@n api; see
(aleo 1.95.76 ; see also N Ly Dey. Geographical Dictionary ete., p. 78,
Thie chapter on Karga's digeijuya which mensions Rohitaka is absent
in the Critical edition published by the B.O.R.L, where it appears in
.the “Appendix’.
& Mbh., 111.83.141.
7 111.83,148; cf. nlso the verse :—
Pummnahuh Kurukgetram Kutukgetrit Savaseati |
yafcd tirthani ththebhyabea Prhindak 1 {83.145).

8 32-39 (Venkatedvara, 27.32-9).

g Published in G.0.8.. pp, 1580-1 (this book forme the &th part of his

© great Kytyakalpataru).
.10 P.83. i
T 11 AGL, p. 385 5 che place derived its name from the king Prthu; see

"+ Hall’s edition of Wilson's translation of the Vispn Purgna, 1183,
© 12 IXI 84 68 chistirthu is also mentioned in the Svargakhanda of the

Padma Paréina.

13 . Verse No, 315.

14 W, 33.26.
109.19; 11154,
5 191.50-1 :—

Skand 3

m tato gecchat 3, 14 i
Cl tat tintham trividham papam tnammmmdv;mpohau i
17 114031,

.18 1851,
L 19 116,23,
S 20 1345

- 21 K&:orxmx’m?ms?x (GOS8 p. 47,
© 22, 81. 15 also Gareda, 1.810
. vmﬂnklmmla, chapter 16 ¢ this plnces as we have prcvmudy not
;-ia’reforred to in the Mbh., HLB4.68, .
Smrga. 19.71. -
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67,30,

1.81.16.

. 422,

65,17,

Sranda, VII. Prabhdsakgettomitimma, 215.2 .
Uttzrd-dha, chaptes, 97.28-7; s2ee also the Tirthokalpawme of
Laksmidhars {(G. Q. 5), p. 68,

71.38 5 wezce told that Skandapura {s siteated nisr Ekalifgairtha
which {s in the country of Anuartta, This country is mentioned in
Rudradiman’s Junagadh inacription {E. 7., Vol. VI, pp. 36 1.}, so¢
B. C. Law"s Indologcal Stulies, part I pp. 52-3 7 alen Lilders’ Liay
No. 965. )
Pirvamegha, 47. B

AR ASL (1925.26), p. 192,

See LA, 1909, Vol, XXXV, p. 89,

Ser Rics, Mysuve ¢ 1d Coorg Inwernipuans, p. 1.

E. 1., VoL Ui, pp. 170-1.

SBee D. C, Sircar, Geography of Anznent wud Mediznal India, p. 181
and fn.

1L.H.Q., Vol XX}, p. 118,

Kost of the tirthas mentioned by us are abeent In M3, Kane's Liy
of trthas included in Yol. IV, pp. 730 B23 of kis celebrared Hrstory
of Dharmaizara,



LHAPTER SIX

affcrem Names o( Skzmda«karmkeya

& end of the Gupta period some of the popular
o’ the \Var-god became current. Among his more
rnames may be mentioned Kumidra, Skanda, Kiairtti-

$akha, §akha, Naigameya, Guha, Subrahmanya and
. ‘Here we will pursue briefly the history of these

pame ‘Kumira’ is mentioned in the Ro. (X.135). This

generally interpreted as ‘boy” 3 Dr, 8. Sent believes

1§ Kamira tay be “the proto-type of the post-Vedic

i 8" ; yet it would be risky to be dogmatle ou this

point: ‘As has altendy been pointed out, the name Kumira

ang ats in‘the Satapatha Brahmana? In this puseage Kumira

i Ied the ‘9th form of Agni or Rudra. There cannot be

ny nk]ingz of doubt that this Kumira is \denucal with - the
I\umaza-Kantﬂ\eya In the M.$? Kumiira is mentioned -
in the form of Giyatr? along with Karuikeya snd Skande. In
the I’ams[wm Grhya Sitra® Kumirca is represented as 4 dcmcn
absmg infants,

it ocgurs frequcm]y in lhe epxce.- as one of tbe names of

found in. the Nx\naahat mscnptlon’ whxch on palaeog
gtounds 'Ims beeu ass!gned to the first ccntmy B

{ ‘Wcst Paklsmn. Mention may n!sa bc
ion | to the exprecsxon szmﬁraaam fou
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too, mention is made of this name and he is invoked along
uwith Karttiheys and Kumita  This name is also found In
such early works like the Mahabhidsa of Pawniijall (circa
2nd century B C.) and Asiadige Swta {2nd century B.C.)
In the Bramyakefin Grhaa Sitra®® Shanda sppesrs glong with
Visnu and Rudra This work shouid be placed between
500 BC. and 200 B.C. In one of the second-century B C.
Brihmi inscriptions we get the name Shandavarna.t!

Different explanations of this name are offered in different
places of the Great Epsc and the Purdnas. In chepter 214 of
the Vanaparoan we are told, ““ind from the fact of its being
regarded by the Rsis as case off, the child born thereof came
to be called by the name of Skanda™.t* The Anufdsona
(chapter 85) explains the term in o different way, “as he
was cast off from the womb of Gahgd he came to be ealled
Shkanda"., The same explanation is repeated in chapter 86 of
the same partan  In chapter 72 of the Vilyn Purdna we get
another explanation which is more Interesting, We are told
that Karttikeya was called Skanda because the hostile d2navas
were afflicted with sorrow {(shandita) when be was born. As
previously noticed, the pome is also mentioned in the Lalta-
vistara.

Vidikha :—Obtiously the name Is connected with
Vifahhd naksatra. Vifikha Is mentioned sepatately by
Patafijali 1n his Mahidbhaspya  There is reason to believa thac
originally he was regarded ns n scperste god and only in
course of time he came to beidentified with the Wargod.
It should be remembered that both the nomes Visilha nnd
Karttikeya are philogically connected with the stars Vifskha
and Krttiki. *‘dt seems that the stac-worship was mixed
up with the Shonda-worship”.'®  In the well-known Puranic
passage, quoted before, Vifikha is described ns the brother of
Shanda (prsthaja). His name Js included in the Tist of
Skanda's names in the Mahdbhdrdta, 111.231. 1n the Ramyana
.22.9 Skonda and Vilgkha are represented as two sons of
Agnt  The name \ilikba is found in the third-century
inscriptlons of Safichl ¥ Vitilha sn oll theee inscriptions
s mentloned as the name of n monk. It shows thst the name
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s Vadikha was _popular in those daye.s Many years ago a

toy-vheel was discovered from o depth of 14 feet ot Patna
{Kademkuan), It is pow preserved in the Patna museum
{No. 109} and has an inscription in the oldest Adokan letiers
giving the name of the owner as *Vidikha’ (Visakhasa}'>

© According to a Vanaparean pussage Vifikha came out

from the right side of Skanda when it was struck by Sakra’s

thunderbolt, Heis there described as 2 youth with a club
in bend and adorned with = celestial amulet”,  In chapter
227 of the same parvan Vifikha is described as the father of
those Kumiras who harass the new-born babies. Itcan be
safely conjectured that he was originally a malignant local
deity and in later times he came to be regarded as avother
aspect of Skanda who was really a “composite deity”. In
the V!t Vifikha is mentioned as the name of a8 mounrain
ih the South of Minasa. Elsewhere in the same Purdinatl”
there is a reference toa temiple of Guba in the Vidakba
mountain,  According to the Biahmiapde Pur@na’® from
VnnxLim originoted STcya.

Sakha :—Like Vifskba he tco, appears as one of the
brothers of Karntlkeys in the PuiSinas and the Great Epic.
His name, however, is absent both in the Vanaparvan list of
Skenda's names and the axhaustive list found in the Skandu
DPurana.

Maigameya s --In the Great Epic sod the early PusBinas
Naigameya is tepresented as the brother  (prsthajo) of
Sleanda.*®  The goat-headed Nemese found in s first-century
Muthusi relief, as has already been pointed out, js no other
than the cpic Naigameyn.®®  The god has been further identi-
fied with the Vedic Nejamesa, Naipamesa of the early
miedical works snd Harigegameéi of the Joing Stitras,®? He
is expressly called ajfinana in the AMahdbhdrata 2% The Jsina

, Harigpameli too, is goatfaced. Actording to the OGreat

Epic *% Skanda Ly bis yoga power assumed at the seme time
four different forms iz, those of Sakha, Vidskha and
* Maigerveya besides his own. The goust-hended attendunt of
Skanda ju the sisth-century Ellora®® cave is on other than
s delty whe is but another aspect of the god Skanda.
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Elsewhere we have described the character of this particulr
god, Itshould also be rememnbered in this connection that
the Jaina Harinagamedi 35 described Jike Skonda as ‘dlvine
commander of the fufontry®, e i< directed by Indm to
teansfar Mahdyica from the body of Devansnds to Trifala.
This story is niso supported by earlv Jaina sculptures.

Mahisena t—As has alrendy been noticed, this name
occuars {n the later Vedic wortks like the Taittisiya Aranyala?®
and the Bandh@yana Dharma Sdstra *¢ According to the
Milindapaiiha®? passage, vouced earlicr, the god MahGsena
was born as Nigzsena ot the request of Sskka {Indra)., He is
described there as a ‘most wase’ ged.  The pawerful sdversary
of kiops Bimbisita and Uldayana was Canda Pradyota of
Avanti who bore the surname ‘Mahisena’s S» historically the
rame is a5 old as the sinth ceatury B.C. We, however, do
not know whether he hal anything to do with the god Maha-
sena. From the Purliges vas learn, “he will indeed have the
neighbouring kings subject to him'? (sa cat pranata-samantah).*?
Buddhist works oo, speak of his great power. So the name
Mahdsenz was not unjustly given to him. He was indeed
as powerful as the god Mnhdsena, Yo Bhisa’s dmama the
Pratyfid-Yaugandhardrana he indeed boasts, *Adsasmi Maha-
senak'.  As is well-known, the name Mahdsena is found on
Huviska’s coins along with Skanda, Vidikhn and Kumfra.
On some coins of that | ing he appears alone. C&mtamula,
the Tksviiku Ling of the third century AD., was o votery of
this god **  The popularity of this particular name of Skanda
fs slso proved by the Bilsad pillar tnscription of Kumiira
Gupta I where we have reference ta @ shrine of Svimin
Mahdsena.

Subrahmanga :~It is the populsr pame of Kaettikeya in
South India. The name i<, of course, unknown now in
Northern india.  The term 'Subrahniagya’ i<, however, not
absent In the Northern Iterature. Subrahmanin is mentioned
for the first time in the Bavdhayma Dharma Sa@stra®® which
iz certainly a pre-Christian worl, There cannot be any doub,
therefore, that this name, although now popular in South
1ndin, ic of Netth Indlan origin.  The name Is not found in



CThe bans Bmhmrm) nde\n xs prcscnt in' thc carivr .
ptxons and woing (cf, the coins of the ¥ uuﬁhqns and the
rlptxon o( am#Era Guma 1 In the Sive Pur(m«‘”
It is inteus‘mg to. ncte, ‘

ratare cf the éangam peucd and thc 1mcrrptxon< of
kgvakus, Kadambas Malas, Cﬂul\yas :md othcr early
dynasties of South India i
‘uh'x +~This is suother important name of the \V’lr-wod
men oned several times in the (Grear Epic and other eprly
_Pumt}as. According to the Amibdranaparean®® he was
-cal‘led‘GL\ha because he'had lived quite a long time in a ‘cave
gu‘h&‘}‘ Some of the earlier Pumidnas like the Viyn and

Brahminda often call Skanda by this name, The name 1s,
lsowe\'er, not found in early inscriptions and aoias.

mkeya 2~ "This is the most common name of the. 'W'lrl )
1 We have aleeady seen that the name is found “in &

235ALe of, the ?\/Iu!!m_wmp .S'umh!m. 14 may, of course,vbc.‘ '

nétme was not J\nm"n to the quzlwrs of hmt:t Vadx\. \xorks.
his narie is not mentloned in that patticular passans of the .
dhawnu Dheivma  Sastra {2.5.9.8) “where almost. all thg:;'

ar,n'lmts of ihe \‘Var-uod are mcmmned v
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Sastra®® which gives most of the papulsr names of Skande.
Karttikeyn s certalnly nsoldas 200 BC, A much fuller
lst of Kirttikesa’s names is found in the Vanaparianss,
which is also probably pre-Christian. The Hst has as many
as 51 names. We nre reproducing below the complete list 2
1. Agoeya 2. Skanda 3. Diptakirti 4, Anfmaya 5, MayG@-
rakett 6. Dharmitman 7. Bhiitedn 8. Maohisirdana
. }\amujit 10. Kemada 11, Kanta 12, Satyavie 13. Bhuva-
nedvara 14, Sibu 15, b:ghm 16, Suci 17 Canda 18, Dipta-
varpa 19, Subbinann 20 Amogha 21 Anigba 22. Raudra
23, Priya 24. Candrdnana 25. Diptafakid 26. Pradintitman
27. Bhadralre 28 Kiitamohana 29, Sasthipriya 35. Revatisuin
36. Prabhua 37, Netr 38, Vifikba 39, Naigameya 40 Sudufcara
41. Suvrata 42, Lalita 43. Bilakeidenakapriva 44. Khaciirin
45, Brahmacdrin 46, Stita 47. Saravanodbhava 48. Vidva.
mitrapriya 49. Devasenipriyn 50 Visudevapriya 51, Priyakrt.

Thete is more exhaustive list of Kirttikeya’s names in the
Skanda Purdna, I 2. 293¢ 5 but what is more interesting is that
the latter list has almost nothing to do with the former. The
Skanda Purana list of Karttikeya’s names is reproduced
below :—

1. Malin 2. Meulia 3. Patakio 4, Jagin 5. Mupdin 6. $ikh-
andin 7. Kundalin 8. Lingalin 9. Bila 10. Kumira 11, Fravara
12. Vara 13, Dvidada 14. BhG 15, Bhuva 16. Bhivi,
17. Bhuvaly putra 18 Namaslra 19, Nigeesja 20, Sudbar-
mitman 21, Nikaptstha 22. SanGtana 23 Bharer 24. Sarves
bhtauman 25. Tritr 26, Sukbavaha 27. $aradaksa 28. Sikhin
29, Jetr 30. Sadfinnna 3l. Bhayanifana 32. Hemagarbha
33. Mahiigacbha 34. Jaya 35. VijeyeSvara 36, Karty 37 Vidiar
38 Nitya 39. Nitydrimardana 40. Mahlsena 41. Mabieejas
42. Virasena 43. Bhiipati 44. Slﬁdhz‘xmnu 45, Suriidhyeksa
46. Bhimausena 47, Nirimaya 48, Sauri 49, Yedu 50, Virsuvat
51. Satyavikeama 52, Tejagorbha 53, Asuraripu 54, Suramitiet:
55. Surorjita 56, Krtajiie 57. Varada 55, Satya 59. gnmryyn
60, Stdhuvatsala 61. Suvrata 61 Sﬁnasz}i\kﬁ%n 63. Vahni-
garbha 64. Kage 65. Bhuva 66. Pippall 67. Sightaga 68, Raudri
89, Gibgeya 70. Ripudirapa 71. Kioakeya 72, Prabhu
73. Koo 74, Niladamstra 75. Mabamanass 76, Nigraba
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77. Netz 78, Surapandena 79, Pragraha 80, Param3nands
. 81. Krodhghna 82. Tara 83, Ucchtita 84. Kukkutin 83. Babull
86. Divya 87. Kamada 88 Bhiivivardhana 89, Awmogha
90, Ampada 91, Agai 92, éatmghna 93, Sarvarnodana
94, Avyaya 95. Awace 96, Sciat 97, Unnate 98. Agois
sambhava 9%, Pifscardjys 100, SGnyabba 105 Sivitman
102. $ivanendana 103, Aparapera 104 Durjiieya 105. Sarva.
bhita-hiteerata 106. Agrihya 107, Karaga 108. Paramesthin
108, Acintya 110, Sarvitman,

The two lists, reproduced above, have hutle that is common
between them., The Vanaparvan list exclodes such important
names s Karttikeya and Mah3sena, while the more elaborate
Skanda Purdina list omits such names as Nzigameya, Skonda
and Vidikha, Thereis every reason to believe that the poet
of the Skanda Puréine was not acguainted with the Vanaparvan
fist. Had it been s0, he would have cestainly included the
names of the former list. 1t is also prohable that some of the
names of the War-god were forgotten by the time the latter
st was compiled and replaced by new names  The Amarg.
Loga®7, which was probably composed before 500 AL D,
mention 16 names of Skande-Kirttikeya. The relevant
passage is reproduced below -

Kartrikeyo Mahdsenal Swajunme Saddnanab |
Pareatinandanch Skandal Sendnbagniblidir(Guhah 1
BahuleyasTarak-jidV ilakhah Sikkivahanah |
Sanmdaturah Saktidhmal Kunarah Krawfcadaranah 1
{Svargat arga, 1.38-40).

Some of the names, mestioned here, ate absent in the
Yandparvan and Skanda Prurfina lists, It is also interesting to
nate that Subrohmenva, the populer South indian name of
this god, is not found in any one of these three lists
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V. 1348,

2.9.0.11-12.

Sec S B.E . Vol. XXIX.11624.

Arch, Sur. W1, Vol. V. pp. 60 ff, for a disenssion on the date of
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See EI, Vol. 11, pp. 112, 327, 376,

Sec J L.5.O A, Vol. 1T, p, 125, “"Tetracotas Dug Out at Patna’” by
K.P Jayasual, also plate XXX, fig. 3.
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39,55,

2 24.129.

Mbh,, 1.65.23-24 ; Vi, 66.24 ; Brahmanda, HI.3,25 1 Matsya, 5.26;
Vimu, 115,135,

Sce also Bithler, E I, Vol. 1l pp 31141
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JUPHS, Vol. XX, pp. 6274 *A Notc on God Naigameya® by
Dr. V.S, Azenvala,

ML.225.22

IX.44 36,
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ok Prapathaka,
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L1620,
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B I Vol XX, pp 61,

2.5.0.8

Ka taje Samhisg chapters 88,
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Chaptar 85 , sce also LE.Q., Vol. Vil, pp. 3{7 [T ‘Sore Notes on
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Aspeets of Kirttikeya's Character

It Is difficult to find a more complex deity in the Brahmn-
nical pantheon than Skanda-Karudkeya, His most well-
known portfolio is that of the Commander-in-Chief of the
celestials ; but he also appears as a mahiiyogl and 8 patron of
learning. He Is depicted, elsewhere, as 2 god worshipped by
the thicves and robbers snd o god of amorous love, a
malignant god harsssiog children and new-born babes.  Some
other outlandish traits are also found in his character. In
this chapter we will endeavour to make an exhaustive survey
of his varlous characteristics,

Skanda s 2 god of war—In the Upanisads and the Sttra
literature Skauda does not appear as a War-god, although the
name Mah3sena, as bas been noticed kefore, is not absent in
the Intest Vedic literature. In the Grear Epic, however, he is
repeatedly described as the general of the gods. In the
Rgueda both Indra and Agnl are pictured as warriongods,
as the gods lending the Aryans in their wars against the Disas
and the Duasyus. Indra’s well-known epithet ‘Prrandara’
(destroyer of the Puras) can have only one meaning. Agni,
the Fire-god, as we have previously remarked, was also
eonceived ns a War-god. In the Great Epic, however, his
son replaces him as the generalissimo of the pods.

From the Vanaparvan account it becomes clear that
Skanda won this tide only after humbling the pride of the
mighty lord of the pods, Devarijn Indra. This event is
natrrated in chapter 227 of the Vanaparvan where Karttikeya’s
war with Indra and other celestials hes been vividly described.
This event is also referred to in some other Putiinas, He
grew 30 pow erful that he was requested by the Rsjs and others
to become 'Indra’ of the three worlds 3 bat as Skands had ne
fancy fof Indraship, be sllowed $akra to vetain bis tle,

Karttibeya™s grentest achieyetnent a5 the generalissimo of
the gods was his killing of the demons Mahisa end Taraha.
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The killing of Mahisa is described in some detsils in the
Vanaparvan acvount of Skendn’s birth and exploits, This
event is also referred to in the Salyapmvan?, Vigmdharmottara®
acd Vémana Puranas®,  In the Brahminde Purdnat also Skandas
is described  ns  Mahisgsuranfirindm  nwyandijana-taskaram.
Now, as we all know, the famous Dovi-AMEha@tmya of the
Ma@ kandeya Purfina has described in great details Durg@'s war
with Mahisa in which the latter was uhimately defeated and
killed. This event is also indirecily mentioned in the Matsya
Puritna.b The Brahmdnda Purfina also supports the account
of the Devi-Mahitmya®. Some carly sculptures, dating from
the beginning of the Christian era, represent Durgi as destroy-
ing Mahis@sura.? The carliest representation of Mahigisuras
mardini, found so far, is probably a terracotta plagne from
Nagsr, Rajasthan,® which lhas been assigned to the first
century B.C.

Notwithstending all these evidences, there is nothing to
disprove that the story of Durgi’s killing of Mahign was not
borrowed from some earlicr accounts. We have already
pointed out that the Vanaparvan sccouns, which narrates
Skanda’s war with Mahise, was certainly composed before
the Christian era.  In the list of Skanda’s names, found in the
232nd chapter of the Vanapuran, we bave the significant
name Mahisirdana, {t is also interesting to note that io the
later accounts of Skanda’s exploits, the killing of Mabisa ix
rarely referred to. There cannot be any doubt that In the
later pariod the account of Kirttikeya's killing of Mahisa was
neatly forgotten and reploced by the Durgd-Mahigisurs story 5
yet the former account was not enticely thrown into oblivion
as s praved by the references in the Brahmanda, Vigne
dharmottara and Vdmana Pasiinas. It is resronable, therefors,
to Infer thet the story of Duipii's killing of Mchisfsura was
borrowed from the source indicated above,

Tt should be noted in this connection that the epithet
Mahkisg@suramarding ix absent in the Durg@stetra preserved Ta
the Bldsmaparaan {ch. 23} of the Great Epic: in the h‘ymn
sung by Yodhisthiza je the Vodtofaanicdn €} ur, however,
set the title " Mo hisBaeer Fhri s bos sbis seira i net fovr @ in
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the Southern recenslon of the Mahabh@irata. It is not illegical,
therefote, ta conchide that the Great Epic, as a2 whole, con-
tains no reference to Kurgli’s mahis@swamardind aspect. As o
matter of fact, as R. G. Bhandarkar points out, bath the
Durgastotras are later intrusions into the Great Epic.?

The story of Karttikeya’s killing of Toraka {=, of cour.e,
much better known., The earlier Vanaparvan account
{chs. 222-32) is expressly silent on this print. It is, however,
indicated in the Salya account and confirmed by the Antfa-
sana story of Kirttikeya’s birth and exploits. We wiil not
be far wrong in believing that the Tiraka.epitode Is a later
addition to the Karrtikeyn-mythology, The earliest sculp-
ture of Tirakiri Skanda cannot be dated befare the sixth
century A.D. {sce alsoch, VIII}, It should also be noted
that the Great Epic nowhere gives any detailed tccount of
Skanda's war with Taraka. The Vigpun Purdps does not
mention him while the Viyu refers to his name only vnce. It
js in the somewhst later Purinas like the Matsya,*® Padma, ™
Skanda'® and others that we get » derailed nccount of Skanda’s
war with Tiiraka. In sny case, we should be prepared to
believe that the Thrala-cpisode is distinetly later than the
Mzhisa-episode. It must also be remembered, in this connec-
tion, that the name Tarak®ri Is conspicious by its absence in
both the Vanaparvan and Shanda Pur@ina lists of Skanda's
Dames.

Kirttikeya's title Devasengpati has two meanings ¢iz. the
general of the army of celestials and the husband of Devagenii.
The lIatter, according to the Vanaparvan (chapter 222), was 2
davghter of Projipati, who was rescued by Indra from the
clutch of a demon named Kedin and later given in marriage
to Skanda.

As a wartior.god Skands reminds us of the Greek Ares and
the Roman Mers. Yet, vs Goodwin!'® points out, “there is an
essential difference between the Indion conception of Skandn
and that of the Clas<ical mythology, especially in the absence
of that heaviness, that brute force untelicved Ly lphter ard
more vivacious qualitles, which character'ze the War-geds of
the Greeks and Romans.  In Mars, we expect only prediglous
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“strength, 8 mighty and ¢rushing blow, not any exhibition of
quick dexterity or mercurle] cunning”. The Indian War-god
is not only powerful but his personal beanty is often alluded
to. He rides on the peacock which is the most beautiful bird
found anywhere in the woild. As a War-god Skanda's most
characteristic weapon is $akti or Tance. This $akil, according
to the Visgu'4 and Markandeya'®, was fashioned by Vidve-
karman for Skanda from the solar coergy.2®
Skanda as a god of learning and wisdom :—Kiirttikeya is
not only o great warrior but he is scclaimed in varidus places
as the god of wisdom and learning. This conception ig
probably due to his connection with the Vedic soge Snoat-
Tumdra. In the Chindogya passage, quoted before, bhe is
identified with that sage. This identification of Skanda with
Sanatkumdtra is confitmed by another passage in the 46th
chapter of the Salyaparvan.”  According to both the Panie
and Brahminda™ Skanda and Sanatkumiite are the sons of
Agoiby SvEh@. In the Great Epic the title Yogifvara has been
conferred on him mote than once®®. He also receives the
epithets Brahmayya, Brahmedaya and Biohmanistha, We are
glso told that he is the foremost of those who are possessed
of Brabhman®. The Purinss explicitly connect him with
wisdom and learning. According to the Kiinng Purdnd, he is
an authority on Brahmuwidyd@ 1—y0’pi Brahmavidefiv@m frestho
devasendpatih prabhuh.?® The Mudindapaitha, which was not
improbakly composed before the beginning of the Christian
era, informs us thae the god Mahisena (Le. Skanda.Kaceti
keya) was bom as MNigasena (the peru of Mog Milinda or
Menander) at the request of Sakka {i.e Inden). There he is
represented 08 2 ‘most wise’ pod who is able to hold conver.
sation with Jilinda and to resolve bhis doubis ¥  The
evidence of this well-known non-Brahmanical work is of the
highest importance, [t proves that from a fairly eatly period
there was & distinet tradition which conuected Shanda-
Karetikeys with wisdom and learning. Agcarding to the
Shanda Piolipe even MabhBdeva had to acknowledge Skandn’s
superiority s—Matto'pt Flanayogena | Skando’pyadhikobh dva-
bhgt 4 The Sivx Dwriing declares, Jifnsdukddhare olval
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sarn@sravimardanah®®. He is extolled in the highest terms
in the same Purdga i~

Vedantdrthasvariipdye Veddntarthavidhdyine |
Vedant@rthavide nityam ciditdya namonamah®s 1l

Such exsmples can ensily be multiphed. In the same Sica
Purdpa Karttikeya explains the reaning of the mysterious
preqava mantra to the sage Viamadeva®™  According to 2 well-
known Tamil teadition Skanda taught his father Siva the
mysteries of this mantra ot a place called Swamimalai  Accor-
ding to another popular tradition recorded by Rac®® Subrsh-
manya chastised Brahman for his ignorance of the Vedas snd,
therefore, he came also to be known as Brahma-$astf. The
Twumumgattrupada*® too, tepresents him as a god of
wisdom. As a matter of fact, in South India Skanda-Subrah-
manya is more famous as a god of wisdom than of war.
Somadeva’s monumental work the Kathdsarits@gara {11th
century A.D.)  frequently represents Kirttikeya as the
Instructor-god ; one of the §lokas in the first Book of this
work runs thus i— i

Tatah SvdwmiKumdérasya pddamulam gato'bhavat 1
Tapastugtena tendsya sarvandydh prakdindgh e

We are also informed by Somadeva that Skanda taught the
mysteries of grammar to Sarvavarman

Kumira aspeet of Skanda.Karttikey a t—Elsewhere we have
shown that the name *Kumiira’ of this god is as old oy the
perlod of the Satapatha Brahmana, if not of the Rgveda.
The literal meaning of the term is “bachelor” or ‘koy’. Among
all the gods in the Brahmanical pantheon only Skanda
recelves this title. Tn the Great Eple he is often desccibed
as an ascetic and a Yogiftara. This description of Kintikeyo
as Yogiftara is not accidental. In the list of his names
recorded o the 2320d chapter of the ssme epic we get such
names as Dharmitmun, Kamajit, Satyavic. Suci, Prafantse-
raan, Pavitra and Brabmaciitin,  Such epithets or names are
tharacteristic of a god who iz both » yogiftara ond a Kumira.
We have described him’ as u god of wisdom which 18 but
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snother sspeat of an asceticegod, It is not surprising, therefore,

»to find the grand epithet Brahmagyadeva applied to him in
the early coios and inscriprions {cf. the coins of the Yaudhe-
vas and the Bilsad inscription of Kumira Gupta 1), The term
Yogifuara s applied to him also i the Purinas.®® The Skanda
Purdna*® tells us that Sanika and other ~ogis bad assembled
topether to confer on Skanda the title of Yogifvara. In the
Varfihe Pwidga®t he is equated with Ahamkdra which is
termed the highest tattva.  The Matsya Pur8pa explicitly cslls
him Brahmdcdrin. %8

As a true Kuméire and ascetic Skanda-Kiarttikeya is often
pictured ns shunning the company of women. They were got
sllowed to enter the shrines of Shanda. According to
Kalidasa's Vilramorvafisam®®  Skanda’s place is forbidden
to  womwen {(itthid ipaparilaranian  Kumbivasanam  pasitid).
Kalidiisa's testimony is suppotted by the evidence of the
Kath@saritsdpara,®?  In 1X.5.174 of this work we read,
Visanti 33pabhitd hi na Kum@agthap stsh,  ‘Kuma@ragrha®
here evidently signifies the tempic of the god Kumira or
Karttikeya, Inthe Candrebe inscription® of Prabodbadiva
of the Kalacusi era 724 (=973 A.D.) we came zcross the
following words in the teath verse, “like KumZra who shjored
the company of women™ (Kwndra wa smuoadd  parihp@igand-
satgamal). According to the Marathi work the Sivabilampa®
s woman gets widewhood for seven successive births if she
looks at the image of the god Shondn. Even at present
wamen are et permitced to visit the famous ancieat
remple of Numirass@min near Sandur io MMysore *¥ Thisis
due to the fact that Skanda end his mother Gaurl were once
involved in a furious quarrel. Only after this guarcel with
his moather, Skonda made it 2 taboo for the women to visi
his temple.

Skaada-Kartzikeyn as a benevolent deity i—~From o vesy
sarly period Skenda was regurded as » deity who enuld grant
the boon of child {porticalarly of nmle.child) to bereen
women. This is the Naigomeyn aspect of Skaoda {see also
supira, che VI We have aleezdy seen that this god is no other
than Nefamese mentioned in one of the Khila Sihtas of the'
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Rgvedat! and verious other Grhsa Sitras. A portion of the
original Khila*® is here reproduced 1~

Nejamesa pardl pata suputrah punar & pata 1
asyati me putrakdmdyai garbham @ dheyi yoh puman 1

“0 Nejamesa, fly away and fly hither again bringing a besuiis
ful son 3 to my wife, who Is longing for 2 son, grant thou an
embryo, and that a male cone’. According to the Rg-
tidh@nat? both this Khila and the original hymn*# should be
addressed by women desirous of children.t® As we have
previously remarked, Nejamesa is everywhere addressed in the
Sitras as a son-granting god.  This leads us to the conclusion
that in the later Vedic period Nejomesa was the principal son-
granting god and, therefore, immensely popular. In the
early Jaina works like the Nenuniitha Carita (7th Canto#® and
the Kalpasiitra the god Naigamefa or Harinagame$i appears
both #s a son-granting and an embroyo-transferring deity.
The story of the Nemindtha Canta (referred to by Biihler)
states that Krsna once invoked the aid of the god Naigamefa
to obtain for his consort Satyabhimi a child equal to Pradyu-
mna. Krspa’s prayer was granted by the propitiated god.
This Naigamesa is the same as Vedic Nejamesn as Winternitz?
and Bithler have shown In the Sufruta Samhifa (2 work
probably of the lst century A. D.J® we find Naiga-
mesa (same as Brabmanical Nejamesa, Jolna Naigamesa or
Haripagame$i and Nalgameya of the Great Eple and the
Purdnas) belng invoked ps a protector of children :-—

Ajananaicalakgbhriih k@mariipi mak@sasdh |
balam pdiayitd deve Naigamesobhiraksatan 1

“The protecting god Nalgamesa, the goat-faced with qui
veting eyes and brows, he who changes his form ar will®? and
highly-femed, may protect the child”’. This goat-faced, son
protecting god (balam palayua deto) is the same ns Chdgava-
here bahuprajah Noigameya of the Grear Epic,® who is but
another aspect of Skanda-Kirttikeya, and Is described as his
prsthajd  (brother) in the Adipartan and the Purinas,
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u reflection of the primitive beliefs and superstitions, Skanda
is also connected in this chaprer with *Mothers’, who tag,
are regarded as fearful to children and pregnant women.
Seven such *Mothers' are meptioned in chapter 218 of the
Vanaparean ; they ave-Kaki, Heltma, Malinl, Bpmhats, Arya,
Palitd, and Valmited. At least three of these names {Kaki,
Halimd and Paldld) are distinetly non-Aryan. In chapter 46
of the Salyaparvan a very Iarge number of such “Mothers’ have
been meattoned, Some of the nomes there ate zlso clearly
non-Aryan viz. Edi, Bhedi, S8amedi Mundl, Dhamzdhami ete.
Clear is here Kisttikeya’s connection with the primitive
Mother-worship which goes back to the period of the
Harappan civilizaton, In the Agtangahpdaye of Vagbhatra
{Gupta work) we have reference to three important grahas as
equally sffecting children, called Skanda, Vidikha and Naiga.
mesa.®*  In the Sufruta Samhu@®® mention is made of Naiga-
mesagraha who along with other cight evil planets cause
children's discases, Heis described elsewhere in the same
work®? as a ram-faced {mesdinana) demon created by Parvati,
carrying off little children, and Intimate friend of Guba
{i.e. Skanda}.

It is highly interesting to note that in the Thsviiku ipscrip-
tions of the third century A.D. Mahdsena receives the
epither Viriipdkhapati.®®  Vogel™® takes the term Vidipihha
in the scnse of the hosts of which Skanda was the Ieader. It
indicates a class of snakes in a snake-charm in the Vinaya
Pitaka,®®  Viripiikss ns an adjective is applied to the demons
in both the epics. Skanda himself hos been <described in
some places of the Great Epic as the leader of the rdifasasst
The testimony of the Iksvilku inscriptions, therefore, confirms
the evidence of the Great Epic snd establishes Skanda's close
lIink with the non-Aryan worship of demons, siakes aad
other evil spirits.

Skanda-Kirttiheya as an amoraus pod A curious aspect
of Kirittkeya's character, not found in majority of the
Purfinas, is referred to in the Brahme Purdina =nd confirmed by
n single line of the Skanda Puriipa, We have noted that in the
epics and the PurGnas Skanda is culogised as a Kumira and
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' mahiiyogi. His character is extolled in the highest terms,
Svagam Skonde mahaderah  sarcapapatranifanah®? § such a
rod appeats @5 sn erotic, amorous, pleasure.sceking and
irresponsibie vouth in chepter 81 of the Brahma Fudpa’®
The god is there seen dallying with the wives of other gods.
Obvicusly he {s making the fullest exploitation of his physical
appearance. The gods conwplain to his mother Parvatl who
tries to dissuade her son from such a life, but the son turns a
deaf ear to her request, Thereupon, the mother plays her
last trump card, Wherever Skanda goes, he finds his motber.
This incident induces him to turn Inte an asceric. Confirma-
ton of this story is found in a single line of the Skanda
Puy et .

This particular sspect of Skanda Kirttikeva’s character is,
however, not found in the epics and the earlier Purfinas. As
the field of conjecture is open, we way suggest that the
story is ivfluenced by the Tamil conception of the god
Murugan, who not infrequently appears as god, par excellence,
of love and revelry. This probeble explsins why, at the
present day in Bengal and elsesvhere, Karttikeya is worshipped
by women of doubtful repute.

Skanda-Kacteikeyn as n patron of thieves and bandits :—
The well-known Mycchakatika passage, refetred to ina previous
chapter, distinetly pictures Skanda as a patron-deity of thiaves.
From the passage it also becomes clear that 2 sape named
Kanakahastin was regarded ns the gurte of thieves and rohbers.
This sege was Iooked upon as an incarnation of Skanda”® and,
therefore, specially venerated by the thieves and robbers. Im
the Skandasdge, Skanda is expressly called Dhitrta, This
poem is otherwise known as Dhiirtalalpa.©® The term Dhiirta
is highly supgestive. It shows that Kiarttikeys wan regarded
as & god of kaavery. Coodwin, the first edittr of the texg,®?
compares him with the Greek god Heemes, who too, is
depictatd =s a *hiasterthief'.%3 He further observes, "the
econception of Skanda nea god of knavery...... is certainly
not alien to the character of the mosal notions of the Hindu™.

The celebinted Sanskeir work  Kathifwarits@rare  too,
confitms the evidence of the Mrochakatika wud Skandesdga.
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In XVIL 1.115 of this work*® Karttikeya {referred to here as
Sentini) appears as a god of bandits. There was, thetefore, a
clear tradition in ancient India which connected Skaade-
Karttikeya with thieves and robbers, It is also highly Interes-
ting to note that in South India Subrabmanye is adored by
such tribes ss Kollars and Marabas, who belong to be robber
caste.??  [n the Deccan the god Khandoba, who is cegarded as
an aspect ©f Karttikeya, is worshipped by a tribe called
Ramoshis™* who live by stealing??
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CHAPTER EIGHT
Teonography

North Indimn »—~We have already seen that Patafifalt (civca
2nd century B €.} in his explanation of Pimol's Sitra V. 3.99
has referred to the worship of the images of $ina, Skande
and Vi{ahba in his tme and also during the period of the
Maurgas 1. e, third century B. C {Maunawhuranydrthibin-
tare@d prahalpi@) The Lalitawistara, as we have previously
noticed, also refers indirectly to the worship of the image of
Skanda along with those of the othzr gods. In the Great Epic
we have references (direct and indirect) to both the two-as-
med! and twel o-handed {d1ddalabahu Kumbrashenda) images
of Skanda®, The tna-srmed image 15 described as ‘holding
faktr {spear) and ghantd@ (bell) and scated on a peacock’. We
w1l precently sce that this description of the two-armed image
of Kirttikeya does not totally tally with the later descriptions
of the tn o-handed imsge of this god, recorded in the Purdnas
and other works.

The Matsza Purina® hes described In some details all the
three types of the ymages of this deity wiz. two-armed, fous-
armed and the twelve-armed.  Accordirg to this Puriina the
twelve-armed image of Kirttiheya should be set up [o the
towns, while the four and two armed images should be ins-
talled in the lorests and villages respectisely.  The two-armed
image should have spear 10 the tight hand and the left hand
must be placed on the cock {dvbhwasya hare Sakundmah sy @t
kukhutopart) I, thercfore, does nor agree with the descrips
tion of the Great Epic, quoted eatlier, nccording to which a
two-grmed imoge should have fahtt and ghantl. The Brhat~
samhud (6th cent. A, D) of Varihamihirne® slso deseribes
the tw o-ormed fmage of this god with $shty n one of his
hauds. The ateribute of the other hand is not told.  Accor-
ding to this description, Skanda 1s boyish in appearance and
his sain cognizince is peacock {Skandah Kuwmdrarapoh Lokl
dharak barhihetudea) Exactly this description is found in the



,cordmg to this déscriptmn the zmapc should hold Sakti in
inht and cock in thc teft hand (dakge Salaih fmkktqslthd
rirotha. Sanmpkhah): .

cording to the' M’an;a Purdne a four«xrmcd image of
] kéva should have the following attributes-fakti, padt,
. wxmda and abha;a -

- Cnturbhu_,c Salat-paidan vEmato daksine wasih &
BN mmdo bhayade vapt daksinal sydt turizakah 1

‘in thL Siva Puilina® n vivid description of the fourarmed
. imiage of this: deity is found. The relevant lines are here
. quoked

Uda;a:hl»am*zka%am mawravamvuhanam H
caturbhvjemudarangan mukutddivibhisitam  H
varadabhayahastunm Saktiknlduaadhdripam 1

: ".chc pﬁ.§a is replaced hy coz:k( kulduta) while the other atixi-
tes are, the same as in the Matsya Prrana. - It further adds
t’)c drange must be crowned and should bave other . orna-
E 5 (nmkuradw:?xﬁxmmm) There is another deseription
Uv:rfzhe four.armed dmage in the Vispwdhavmottara Purdpa.?
- Here. the Four forms of Karttikeya viz. Kumirs, Skunda,
. Vida kha and Guha are deseribed.  Aécording to this deserip-
ion, I\umura has sl faces. e ty adomed with a tuft of hair.
'rLJ g'xrmcnr and rides on & peactck. Io his wight -
and a bell. In the Jeft hand there are.-
Skanda, ViiSkha and Guka
S I-.mera But with the difference that they
faces anid do not side on peacocks =

Y kmbam sy ru;mm te wcnu Yuda\a

ibhis

H W imryal, Sikhandalke
»:fm'mcwa.’gz naif
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Skando Vitalhatca Guhah kartavyates Kumitracat Ul
Sanmuhhilste na kartanod na mayiragatdstathd, 1

The abovenoted lines are tlso found in the Vratakhanda
of Hemidri. The Agn! Purdna'® refers to six-handed images
of Karttikeya, We have already remarked that the Great
Epic refers to the twelvearmed image of SkandaKirttikeya,
As this god had six faces, it is natural that he should be
twelve-handed.  Thisis the deccription of the twelve-armed
Korttikeya found in the Matsya Puranal? ;—

Sakeih patastatha khadzal farah Silam tathaiva ca
varadatcalahastel syfidatha cibhayado bhavet 1)

cte dal.sinato jieydh kevira-katahojjvalidh 1

dhanuh pat@ka mustifca tarjend w prasaritd W
khetalam tdmracidafica vilmahaste tie Sasyate |

No image of this god, which can safely be assigned to the
pre-Christian period, has been discovered. We have alceady
referred to the goat-headed ‘Nemeso' found in a Mathuri
relief of the firse century A.J. The same plice has yielded
a number of other early images of this god. The imnges
found in Mathurd are invariably two-armed and and can be
grovped fo two types-Kusina and Gupta. The images are
all preseved in the Mathuri museum.

No 2949 of the Mathurl collection was discovered from
a well, not far from the famous old site of Kodkahi Ti132. The
image belongs to the Kugina period and is made of speckled
red sandstone (Fig. 1).  Fortunately, the image bears o dated
inscription In the Kusina character. We learn from the
inscription that the image was set up by four Ksatriga bro-
thers  The date given is the year 11, As the inscription is
in the Kugina charncter, there cannot be any doubt the date
refecs ta the etn of Kuniska and, therefore, fulls within the
period of his reign  This gives us the date 89 A.D. Thixs js
the carliest datable image of the god and is, therefote, of
unique importance.

The icon has only one head and two hands. Tt has o
hetght of 3’ The right hand gives protection (abhasa) and



4 1'5 o

) back of, the
ekl The inags - crowncd (Lf tadi  vibhiisitam?,
i Purdya, K{ula&t. 11.21) and wesrs all kinds of otnaments
!iLe .eatting, torque, anutlets: (atigada) and bracelets, 2l typi-
eal'of Kugana act’.  The god wears a dhoti and a searf which
-is‘'wound round the waist. 1t Is a highly Impressive piece of
sctﬂpturc and one of the finest specimens of the Kugina arr,
© The image isin a- good state of presetvation, although the
* tip of the nose is slightly damaged. We should also note
-that the image does not wholly agree with the icopographic
_qde';crxption of the two-armed image of Kiurttikeys found
“ githerin the Brhatsamhit@ or the Matsya Pirdine.  His chara-
- cietistic weapon fakti is there, but the sttribute of the other
" hand Is ‘abhaya’ instead of ghantd@ {according to the Mbi\.) or
cock {Agni Purdnal.
's- | Fromn Mathurk have becn unearthed o number of statue-
. ttes: of ° ‘Kartrikeya which can be assigned to the Kug‘_uy,
period. | All these figures are now preserved in the Matlwd
" museum?®,  No. 1022 of the Mathurl collection #s o standing
figure of Kartiikeya, The helght fs .oaly 67 Like the pre-
: vious- image (described above) - the right -hand is in the
“abhayamiided position and the left holds a spear. The. god -
h.isalsoasmnl! beard., No, 1579 of the MathurR musenm. - -
S a hE"X(ﬂLSR round statuette (447} of Kuritikeya, The de
< ‘an his - pmcock focing front. The- atrributes are the

sk fmd 4 searfs Two Joose Jocks are falling ou the '«houldcm

:md <rn‘\il tmce< of ﬁm mcrcd thread sre n’iao

and. faki. The figore wears a rorgie, qn Artne "
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the Agni Purina (50.27) and the Ambfumadbheddigama’, Dr,
Agrawalal® had first assighed it to the second century A. D,
The same scholar 1o the LU.P.H.S , Vol. XXIi, p. 140, how.
ever, places it in the carly Gupta period’?, Anather highly
interesting 2nd-3rd-century image of Kérttikeya, seated upon
a peacock, is preserved in the Lucknow museum ; the imope
is two-armed with 1 cocl in the left hand ; the right hand s
broken, but it must bave held faktr. The image agrees with
the description of two-armed image in the AmSumadbhedar.
gama'®. Late Col. D.H. Gordon possessed a fourth-century
jmare of Karttikeya which is said to have been discovered at
Sshri Bahol (W. Pgkistan). The image like No. 2332 of the
Mathurd museum Is two-armed with cock and spear'®.

A similar statuette of this god (Fig. 3) was discovered not
long ago from Texila. The original discoverer Khan Sahib
Siddiquiz® had described it as an image of Kubera (7}, Dr,
V.S, Agravaln has shown that it is nothing but 2 figure of
the War.god®!, A detalled description of this image has been
given by R.C, Kar®?, Like No, 2332 of the Mathurd collec.
tian this 8" high image has speac fn ¢he cight hind and cock
in the left (and not parrot as supposed by Siddigui). The
god wears a dhoti which reaches down the knee and a swaist-
girdle (Katibandha). "The legs are encased in what look like
high boots, which remnind us of the early figures of the Suns
god'’. The upper part of the body is bare but has a palr of
haras with faint traces of the sacred thread. The head is
adorned with an ornamented cap and the arms have the con-
ventionsl ornaments like the hundalas and valayas. The fgure
is haloed and resembles, according to Kor, the statuette of
Vispu, made of poistone, found from Taxila®, which has been
described a5 one of the 'latest specimens of the Gandhira
Art’. Kar places this image of Karttikeya in the 4th-5th cen-
tury A.D, Thitis the only tmage of the god found from
that famous place.

‘We should also cefer in this connection to the Iconogea-
phic representation of the god on the eoins of the pre-Gupta
age. We have alrendy discussed this in a previous chapter.
On the coins of Huvisha the deity, with his different aspects,
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Is invaciably depicted as two-armed. The god Mabfsena
(another aspect of Kattikeya) s represented on some gold
coins with & standard in the right hood. His lefr hand rests
upeon a sword., Such 3 representation of the god is not
found elsewhere and is not supported by any anclent texr on
Iconogeaphy. This may, therefore, be considered 1s one of
the most remarkable representations of the god. On other
coins of the same king Skanda and Vidikha have a sword at
waist (Fig 4B). Skanda holds in his tight hand standard, sur-
mounted by bird {evidently a cock). Vidgkha has a spear
vin his lefc hand, Both one-headed and polycephalous forms
of this god are found on the coins of the Yaudheyas. But
the figures, whether one or six-headed, are invariably two-
armed. The right hand holds a spear and the left rests on
the hip, instead of on the sword, as in the case of the coins of
Huvigka. Stx-headed representation of this delty is absent
in the pre-Gupta sculptutes of the god, found so far in India.
On some coins of the Yaudheyas the deity is represented
with one head and the head radiate. On some other coins
we get slso the representation of the peacock with the fgure
of Skanda-Karetikeya.

A number of Images of Skanda-Karttikeyn belonging to the
Gupta age, have been discovered from various places of North-
ern India. We will discuss here some of the important Images
among them. Mathw, which has vielded & number of pre-
Gupta images of Kirttikeya, has also produced a good number
of Gupts images of this god. No. 2019 of the Mathuri
collection Is 4 41 "high stmtucete of the early Gupta perlod.
It is & two-nrmed image with the [eft band in the abhayamudrd
position and spear in the right, No. 448 (27 6™} of the Mathu-
74 collection is o highly intcresting specimen of the Gupre
zeulpture. It i a two-armed representation of Skands, earved
in tefief, Here the deity rides on » beautifully-carved peacock.
The tisght hand is uofortunately damaged {(which was probobly
in the abhayamieded position) and the left holds a speats The
huir §s orranged, in motted locks, with o pair of Joosz locks
falling on the shoulder. The sebief shows the abhighke of
Karikeya ns o devasendpari {generallssimo of the gods). ‘He

'
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is being anolated by the four-faced Brahman and Siva. The for
mer is on his right and the latter oo his left. Both of them are
shown pouring sacred water fram the jers on Skanda's head.
Two smaller ligures can be recognised behind Brahman and
Siva. One of them is headless and the other is a goatfaced
deity with a trident in hand sod he is no other than the god
Naolgameya or ‘Nemeso' of the earler Mathurd relief, des.
cribed by Biihler.2* The peacock is standing, facing with its
outspread wings on both sides. The plumage {s carved at
the back in the form of halo.

No. 466 of the Mathurd museum is a two-srmed image of
Kiirteikeyz, riding on his peacock. This headless image has
been assigned to the Gupta age by Dr. Agrawala®®  That
learned scholar further informs us that this form of the delty
is referred to by Kgltdisa in his Raghuvamfe®s [V1.4). Another
terracotta panel (17 2°) shows Karttikeya, riding a peacock and
holding a falt1 in the left hand. This is onc of the unique
representations of the god.??

The well-known two-ermed image of the Lalitkald Bhevan,
Benares is another fine specimen of the Gupta Art®? The
right hand of the image holds a $akti, The deity is squatting
on his peacock and feeding it with a Jemon, which ke holds
in his lett (Fig. 5}.  Frof. S. K. Saraswati descuibes the image
as “plastically heavier and spiritually inferior’ ; but another
writer®® observes. “‘the pose and the whole atmosphereis one
of astonishing repote and digoity’’. The bare expanse of his
ample chest is set off by the hulo of the feather of his mount ;
“the mtrospective, detached attitude is one of the interesting
features of this particular image”. The wrher of *Ripsm’
quite wrongly assigns the image to the Jate mediaeval period.
There cannot be any doubt that the imoge belongs to the
Gupta age.

An extremely interesting imoge of Karttikeya, belonging to
she Gupts age, was discosered from Kanauj (Fig. 6}, not long
oago. and is now preserved in the State museum, Lucknow.®?

The god is seated in the Laludsanu pose on the peacocke This
is & two-armed image with da2kei in the leftand the right hand
is employed in the peaceful task of feeding prapes to the



orie'of the, tnumpiw of the North
The. image is profusely ornamented
a mek!sal&. The déxty smiles immacu-

u:nage of Kdrttikcya was discovered in the detz\
va at Bhumia®® from one of rhe panels of the
cauya«wmdmvs. The figure of Kartikeya is
argedallion (Fig. 7). He is represented with one
twb hands. The god rides on the back of bis mount,
acock - A‘dmall bell hangs round the neck of the bird.
o holds a round object {either thunderbalt or lemon)
ht hand and trident in the left. A necklace, with a
ircular pendant, is hangiog from the neck of the deity.
of representing the god is not known anywhere, It
mpare unfavourably with the two Gupta. images
rdp&'-’Ben:ires and Kanauj respectively. Like other
of thé. Bhurma temple, it testifies to the skill and
f its creator.®? o
Beautiful image of two-armed Karttikeya is found
‘the niches of the famous Gupta temple at ‘Deoghar‘,
istrict).  Here alsothe deity rides on his favourite
~the peacock, which too, Is not unfavourably
d‘ A ‘twelve-armed image of Kiicttikeya, belonging
pm penod is founc'( sculptured, In a lintel at Paways

Thc image. is s:\‘hcuded and-
N

T'No:them Indm and alto not supportad by t!u.
LR gt,ulptumlly, the .
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identified {o the well-known Chindogya passage with Skenda.
Thete is much force in this argument, as the image {s definitely
free from any martlal tratt.  The god {whose four heads are
only visible) is shown standing. He wears a necklace, 2 bone
celet and a lower garment, teaching down ta anlles, with a
tuft hanging in between his two legs. The halr is arranged
in jatd fashlon like that of a sage. He has on each of his
two sides, 3 figures, sll maole, excepting one. Jt should be
noted that this is the earliest representation of twelve-armed
Skande-Kiirttikeya in North Indin. 'We have seen that the
twelve-armed images of this delty are referred to in the Great
Epic and the Matsya Purana.

A number of sculptores of Karttikeya, belonging to the
Gupta age, have been discovered from different places of
Rajasthan. Few years azo, o two-armed beautiful image of
Kicttikeya was discovered from Nagar®. The deity, scated
on the peacock, holds a okt in his left hand nnd the right
hand is damaged (Fig, 8). The ehdvali round the neck s
decorated swith a pendant, This partleular image has been
compared with the Lalitkald Karttikeya. R. C. Agrawalas
thinks it to ke the carliest representation of the deity from
the state of Rajasthan, The image, though weather-beaten,
{s a sculptural piece of bigh artistic value.

Avother image {possibly of the Gupta age) was found
from Bairat and is now preserved in the Central muscum,
Jalpur. The image has three heads and six arms. Some of
the hands are broken but 2 cock nnd a shicld, held in the lefe
hands, can be recognised without any difficulty. The rem-
nants of a spear in the upper right hand can be secen clearly.
The god wears an ckdvall round the neck. The peacock
turns its head towards the god and is very beautifully scul-
ptured. The halo of serpent-hoods behind the head of
Kumira adds to the beauty of the whole plece and reminds
us of the twelve-ntmed Paweya image. Flying gandharcas and
apsards are found scvlptured on either side of the god. The
dress and ornaments suggest that it is o product of the Gupta
ort.  And if this view be aceepted, then it will have to be
regarded as the first example of three-headed Karttikeya imoge



fconvgraphy fi5

"5 inIodin,  We have alreody rémarked chat the Agni Purdna®?
tefers to the six-handed Karitikeys. Another three.faced
image of Karttikeya is found in the ancient temple of Rana-
chhodaryail st Kheda near Jodhpue,®?

We have alrendy teferred to the two-armed jmage of
Kﬁrtti“iceya on some gold ¢oins of Kumira Gupta 1. The left
hand ha¢ a spear over the shoulder and the vight is in the
vareda pose. The gad rides on s peacock. The figure is
placed on an elsborate paicardma pedestal®® (Fig. 4A).

Another two-armed image was found from Hathair in
South-west Rajasthun ®® The god holds a fakti in the left
hend and a citron fruit in the right.  The percock is near the
lefrleg. “The imuge is in no way inferior to the contem-
porary refief of Kiirttikeya from Samalji’’s¢

Thereis & large two-nrmed figure of Kirttikeya in the

Elephunta cave'®. The god wears all sorts of conventional
ornaments,
Yt should be noted m this conhection that maost of ‘the early
jmages of this god (both pre-Gupta and Gupta) are two.
armed 3 this is also the case with other Brahmanieal gods of
ancient Indfaf? The post-Gupta images, as we shail see
presently, are, however, mostly four-armed or twelve-atmed,

Elsewhere we have rematked that Skanda-Kirttikeya's
popularity declined in some pats of Northern India in the
post-Crupta period.  Ir would, however, be wrong to suppose
thay he disuppeared completely from the Hindu pantheon after
the Gupta oge.  Repeated refetences to his worship in the
post-CGupta literrturs suggest that he was still very sauch alive in
peaple’s imsgination. The Visnudharmottarz, which fs suppos-
ed to be a post-Gupta work, refers to his four forms.  Several
post-CGupta Nordh Indian imnges of this deity are known,

Two inmages of Kartikeya were found from the mondlithic
Visnu temple at Masrur, 8 miles from Kangra*? Karttikeye,
along with otber deitdes like Vignu, Indea, Gunéla, Duips,
appears Inone of the Hntels of the main shrine GUXXHT 2.
Another tmage was discovered after the excavation (Plate
XXXTCL This is a damaged, six-headed imoge, with upper .

~portion almost completely effaced (Fig. 9%, The image has.
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four hands, one tn the Varadn and another in the Abhaya
post. The usttributes of the other hands connot be recag.
nised. The image fs extremely graceful and styllstically
superfor to most of the wmedineval imnges of Karttikeys,
Hargreaves assigna the temple to the eiphth century AL0O.

Another interesting medineval image of Kirttikeyn is
found in the ninth-century temple of Avantidvara (situsted
on the right bank of the Vitastl, 18 miles above Srinsgar),
founded by king Avantivarman.*®  Thisis o six-headed but
six-armed image of the god.t? The attributes of most of the
hands cannat be recognised exceptone or two. A thundep.
bolt in the Jowest right band and bell in the upper left can he
tecagnised without any difficulty.

The Nagpur mussum possesses an intevesting twelve-
armed, six-headed Image of Kirtttkeya. It bears various types
of weapons and a wild cock. The delty, however, does not
sit on his peacack which, is to be seen beside him.* The
weapons of the god ate generally those which ate mentoned
in the Matsya Purdina (260. 48-49). It is a product af the
mediseval poriad.

A red sandstane relief from Kakuni near Xotah (Rajes.
than), now prescrved In the museum of Sarasvati Bhindar
at Kotah, {Flg. 14) is another highly finished piece of sculpture
of Kartikeya 4T Itis a six-headed, six-armed image, seated
on the vidhana pracock, which the deity is feeding with 2 ball
of sweets held in the lowermost left hand. In the remaining
two left hands the deity holds a bow and an airow, while the
right bands bear a sword, and a spear. A quiver of arrows
hangs behind his right shoulder. The weapons are certsinly
worthy of the Indlan Maers. Hehass, on both sides, two
beautiful females.

At Ranods, (in the former Gwallor state) wos found n
unigue image of twelve-nrmed, six-headed Karttikeya (Fig. 10),
The image Is entirely unconventional and has nothing to do
with any of the known fmages of this deity.?

Orissan images of Karttikeya :—Probably the oldest Image
of Kirttikeya from Orissa was  thit  diseovered from
Dhudhuaf®. The imnge i3 weather-beaten and primitive



ges, of the War-god.®, One such image
n the temple of Paramedvara situated at a

“of Skandaare'found in the Bhuvancfvara
On the western nichie of the Vimana of the
e€mple can be seen the figure of Karttikeya,
pedestal of lotus. The part of the pedestal
‘refeered to, presents a nice front carved with
evices, This highly ornamented figure has ali
istics of the mediseval Orissan sculpture. The
Emkcn hcad is represented with all 1ts glory.

kamandalu {bowl), trisiila and damaru. The -ﬁguges
the peacock. Another image of a twelvearmed,
Karttikeya can be seen on one of the walls, of | the .
imald, situated in the compound of Bhuvanes- R
The image has followmg stuibutes-dhdnus, $ora, -
a, trifila, pindka,” abhaya, varada, padmd. paSa, ’
Tube. A number of beautiful images-of K




124 The Cult of SkandeKsctikers In Anefent Indes

specimen of the fatest phase of the later mediaeval Otiesan
Art,

Images of Karttikeya in Bengal sIn a previous chapter we
have shown that K3itiiheya was highly popular in North
Bengal in the mediaevel times, Most of the images, which age
presecved in the vatious museums of the undivided Bengal,
hail from the disrricts of Northern Bengal.

No. 224 of the Asutosh Museum is a twoarmed seated
image of Karuikeys, seated astride n peacock. Theleft hand
holds a $akti (spear) and the right hand rests on the knee, It is
a small {10°) but a highly finished image of the tenth century
A.D. The sculpture comes from the Dinajpur Qisteice. The
Asutosh Museum possesses also n bigeer, foursarmed seated
image of Kacttikeya (2}"). The image was found from Kali.
gram, Rajshabi, This icon has been assigned to the eleventh
centary A D. The head of the peacock is broken. The
back right hand probably holds fakér. The front right hand
Is in the gift-bestowing posc {varada). The back left gives
protection and the front left tests on the knee. There is
another tenth-century Karriikeya Imonge preserved in the
Asutosh Museum. The find-spot of the image is not fnown,
All ¢he hands of the fcon are broken. The image m1y be
assigned to the tenth centuey A.D, on stylistic grounds
A highly graceful four-armed image of Sdhividhuna Kirutkeya
is {Fig. 13) preserved in the Indian Museum, Coleuno®®; the
image is finely decorated, The front right hund i< fa the
varada pose and the back right has $akti.  The front left rests
on the knee while the 4th hand is broken. “The graceful
attitude und feeling of calm repose as well as the dreamy eyes
of this figure mark it out as » remarkable product of the
Bengal school of Act.” N. G, Majumdar assigns {t to the
twelveth century AD. The image Is crowned. The whols
face is liv up with an unforpettable smile, It is indeed ome
of the triumphs of the medizeval school of Art of BDengal.
This image also comes from North Betigal.

There is another image of four-armed standidy Kirttikeya
from Bihar 12) in the Indian Museum. The peacock, which Is
on the right side of the deity, s sculptuced in 2 lively fashion,
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although the head is broken. On the left side of the god is
Kuaarl holding sip with her rivht hand a lotas-pedestal on
which stands a headless cock, on which the right hand of the
god rasts.  The two righe hands are broken. The image is
stylistically inferior to the North Bengal Sikhivihana.?®

The Rajshahi Museum (now in East Pakistan) possesses a
few specimens of Karttikeya images.?* One of them is a
standing sandstone image with one head and two bands. The
image is sadly mutilated. The right hand holds o weapon
resting on the mutilated fgure of a pescock. The soulpture
{s probably older than eny image of Kartikeya found in
Bengal. Tt was discovered from Singbhum districr, Bibar.
There is another corroded sandstone image of Kirtiikeya,
seated op a beautiful figure of a peacock with its plomage
expanded. The image comes from Deopara, Rajshahi. The
same place his yvielded another image of Kartwkeya,

An image of Kirttikeyn was noticed by N K. Bhattasalis®
in the Vaisnava monustery at Abdullapur in the district of
Dacen. It s a black stone image about 3 in height. The
god sits in the Mghardjalila posture an tbe back of his
wehicle, the peacock., The bitd with its spreading plumage
forms a halo behind the deity.  The image is two-armed, with
right hond in the abhavamudrd position and the left hand
holding a speac.  An umbrella is comspicious at the top, a
feature unknown in other Karttikeya images.

The present writer has receotly noticed a two-armed
medinevel image of Karttikeya seated on his withana, the
peacock, in a modern temple at Raghunathaani, Murshidabad.
The right hand holds fakti and a cock is placed on the left,
the figure, therefors, sgrees wonderfully with the deseription
of the two-armed Kiratikeya found in the Matsya Purdpa.
Probably the iminge was brought from some nearby place and
built in to the wall of the present temple 5 the icon, though
weather-beaten, §s geacefol

It should be noted that twelvearmed images of Karetis
keya are not found nnywhere in Bengal or Bihar, In other
parts of Northern India, as we hove noticed, dhere is no deasth”
. of twelvestmed fnages of this deiry, '
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A highly artistic tnehe-armed image of Kirtikeya
(Fig. 15} was discovered ot the shrine of Khermai*® {(modern
village of Tewnr, the anclent Tripurd, the caplnl of the
Hathayas). It was probably bult, necording to R0, Banerji,
during the relgn of Karpndeva or any one of his immedinte
successors. The image {s very badly mutilated. Sull it is
one of the liveliest plece of seulptures collected at the shrine
of Khermal. The god stands on the ground and the pesconk
1s to be seen behind him It is a three-headed figare with all
the csvelve hands broken. Thete is a femzle attendant stangd.
ing with a garland on cach side. They too, are beoutifully
represented.  We can also notice the mutilated figures of
four other attendants. The figure is 3' 3% in height. Stylisti.
cally the image §s entirely different from other fmuges of the
deity.

Karttikeya also appears in the geeat torana of Gurgi now
re-prected In front of the Mahdr3ja's palace at Rewa.  Accor-
ding ta R. D. Banerji*? this torana formed a part of the great
$iva temple bullt by Yuvardja I, Here the deity is represented
with six heads, but strangely engugh, with ten hinds, standlng
under a tree with o fringe of mangoes. The peacock stends on
his feft. A number of bis hands are broken. One of the
left hands holds 2 bowl {hamapdaln), another o shield. Two
of his right hands hold a bird and a lotus-stalk.

We should alse refer to the image of Karttikeya!®, placed
in the central niche of the north side of the temple of Baijnath
{near Garur, in the Almora district), the ancient Kantikeya-
pura.’® The image has a height of 2° 4%, The pod is scated
on the peacock (Fig 16). He isrepresented as Saddnana but
with four hands  Onec of the four arms holding a faka js
broken with part of that attribute.  One of the right honds is
in the varada positlon, The two remnining bands hold
cakra {wherl) and a fruit (probablyleman). The image belongs
to the late mediaeval perfod (early 13th-century AD.} The
icon is not free from the Jocal Influence and has & round face
with flat nose. The deity smiles with the simplicity of o plain
man of the hills, It is certainly a very remarksble plece of
sculptuze.



ngd §s -still ek tremely papuhr m‘
shippcci dn aImost evcry Tamﬂ—

v 1s éq Ludl’nra 2. Skanda
a3, Gém;ulmna 6. Sdrm canabhava’
9, Sanmukba | 10. TFirekfri -
13. V'\lh Kalyagasundaramiics
lasvimin 15, Krauficabhettd 16. éxkhwalmn:n The
idhi has added & few more to the above list. We
are follow Gopingth Rao's 90 description of the different
of /‘iubgnhmwry,’a images as found in these two Sanskrit

Nl'

o &a hdhqm, according to the Kumdratuntra (2nd patala),
y .1d be represented with one head and two hands. The
téibute of the left arm is vajre and that of the right is . fakei.
esciption Is, therefore, somewhat different from those
yrded-ia the Noreh Indian texts about ewo-armed Kart-
Adcording to' the poet of the Knmiratantra, sakt« re-
pédsents will, knowledge and action {icchd, jRdna and Eriva).
‘The Srz!d.wamdhl, on ﬂu_ other 1mnd nprescnts tlus 'upect of

'I‘he m.ht arm ~Xmuid hold 2 drmda :md
nuld be In the Rdz)av:xlambna pose (rurmg on t])e

nforms as. th’\t ﬂnc fﬂrm of . Submhm'myn ig
In the Snratlvamdh:,'f
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ventionsl ornaments.  The attributes of the different arms are
varada, abhaya, cock and vajra, His colour should be that of
the smoke (dhitmra arpa).,

The Kumaratantra sepresents Sendpati with six heads and
twelve eyes.  One of his left hands should pass round the
waist of his wife, who must be seated upon his left lap. The
corresponding right hand should hold a lotus. His other
attributes are fala, Metake, cgjre, dhamus, gaddl, ghand.
kukhuta and abhaya. The Sricattvamdhi represents him as one-
headed and four-nrmed and gives the follawing attributes
abhaya, varads, failha and cakea, He is dack (§@mavarna)
and is edorned with varlous ornaments. He should always
stmile and most be shown as handsome.

The Subrahmanyn aspect is described both ss four-srmed
and two-armed. In the case of four arms the attrlbutes
should be abhaya, $akti, kukluta and padma. In the case of
two arms, one should rest upon the hip and the other should
give protection. He should bave the ¢olour of Knttuma.

Gajavihana is described in the Kumdratantra with only
one face, two eyes and four arms. The attributes of the
trvo left hands are Aukluta and varada ; the right hand must
have the attributes {akti and abhaya.

aravanabhava is six-headed, twelve-esed, and twelve-
armed. The nttributes are abhaya, varada, $akti, ghaned,
dhvaja, padma, kukkuta, piita, panka, biana and dhanus, His coms
plexion is yellow and the face should resemble o {ull-blown
Tatus. The Sritatteanidhi makes aravanzbhava an one-heoded,
three-cyed nod siv-armed god.  He should hme the colour of
the rising sun (bdlasiryasamaprabha) and is seated upon a
Yon. The objects in the hands are a bow mede of sugar-cane,
khadea, khetaka, vajra, kelluga ond flovery necows {puspa-
bana),

Kirttikeyn, according to the Kumiratantra, is sixearmed.
His colour is that of the rising sun (tarunorat isamaprabha),
The attributes are varada, abhaya. vajra, Ahetaka, Sakti and
khadge. The s'ﬁra:tvanidhi, as usual. gives o different account.
According to it Karttileya shiould have three eyes and ten
arms. His complexion is that of the tising sun, Fhis head



His
Kufaand - abhaya. The.
&a; fonldha, wejra and’ woreda,
L Hq is ako baiasur;a:sama‘

dd. his r:ghc hunds éaku and khadna
ihie-left ones kikkutd and khetaka. The Sritatevanidhi .
s abhaya dnd vnmd’a in pluce of khadza and Khetaka,
) THe ¢ ompl‘zuon of Snnmul\ln should be'of the colour of
affron : (Atmkuma) :md he shonld have thc peacock as his
g, © 136 is six—headcd and ‘twelve.armed, The attributes
- of the ngbt hands are, $akd, bana. khadga, dhvaja, padd and
y abhagd ; the left baads must have dhanus, vajra, padma, kataka
nd: Lhecaka Thc Sritattvanidhi omits some of these objects
"md mcmions some others instead. It further adds that the
TWo. "Devu Jaw and Vijayi should be on either side of
Sanmukha.
. A arakdri accordmg to the Kumamtamra moust be represen~
ted with twelve arms. The objects in bis hands are ankufa,
' khadga, kataka, abhaya, pisa, caksa, murala, fakti,
rada and khetaka. His colour is described as equal to
;'tcro ¢ of Arunas. The Sritattvanidhi, on the other hand,
. descnbés hxm as one-hended and chree-eyed, and six-armed.
:ch should” sit onthe dlephant,  His attributes are khadgas
i .Bhaya varadd, Ehetaka and aksamali. -

iaccording to the Kumdaratantra is ~sixe
ght The aunLu:es of the right arme are
-abhayi ‘and ?‘um The atesibutes of the -left
etaka.. Hehas the come .
. The Sritattvanidhi represents him
arme’ and three eyes. T\\§ of the
. pose. and - e,
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twelve-eyed. [ The attributes are khadna. cakya, aiknla, $akti,
abhaya, s“lfn;i-arnda padma, danda and gada.

Brahma-$astd {subduee of Brahman) is a four-armed, one-
headed detty.  The back hands have aksam@l@ and hamandalte
and the front hands should be held In the varada and abhaya
pose. The colour of Brahma-Sasts should be the red of the
lotus flower,

Bilasvamin is the child aspect of Subrahmanya. He should
be sculptured with his parents like the Somaskarda figures of
the Pallava age, He should be figured as a child corrying a
Iotus in each hand. If he is shown separately, he may be
represented with a padma in his right hand and with the left
hand resting on the hip. He is a red-coloured deity.

fn the Sikhivihana aspect Subrabmanya should have the
colour of the coral with one head and four arms. The attrl-
butes of Suchivibana ate lance, vara, abliaya and varada.

Inthe Vallikalyinasundara aspeet Subrahmonya is sculp-
tured as being married to Valli or Gajavalll, He has aksamila
and kamandalu. Brahman should act as priest and should
be sculptured Ttkewise. Visnu should Le represented with &
water-vessel and perform the samprad@na ceremony. Other
gods nlso must be shown os offering tributes to the couple.
Both the bride and the groom should be adorned with all the
ornaments appropriate to the occasion This aspect of
Subrahmanya has the typical red complexion.

The carliest known Kirttikeyn image from South Indiz
comes from Nigirjunikonda,®? The image belongs definitely
to the time of the Tksvikus i.e. 3rd-4th century A D, Jtis
two-armed standing image {1° 10") in the Samabhasiga pose
with the left hand akimbo holding a cock. The head is almost
totally damaged. The broken right hand probably held fakti,
A head of Skanda-Karttikeys was also discovered in 1956.57
exeavations at Naghrjuntkonda.8? The height of the head is
81" ; the piece s a sculptucal triumph by itself. .

Although images of Murugan are referved to in the Tamil
works of the Sangam period we hove not found sny specimen
of the image of this deity from the Tamil-<peaking land which
con be dated with certalnty before the seventh century A,D.



aud is unfomm'lrely bmken but
Fig17),  The other right hand reses |
fthe Teft honds carries a cock, while the
‘ather, lcft Javingly embraccq the peacock, his vihana. It
’ &@u]d be'*‘een thm: the ima,«z& has. nnthmp to do with sny of

. sculptmcd long before the Composxtion of either the Kumam-
- tdntra ot the Sr:muvnmdhn The image also does notrvagree
. -with’ tbc déscription of the four-armed Kumira image found
UInthe V xmudhamxctmm Purana, which was not 1mpro7)ably

) he pmcock and ha-; saﬂt; in. lns right h:md wrth
.tly atlacks the dcmon. The! lc& lzand holds -

i\.\ttukava found eitt
Thc former rep eaent
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is carved in relief agninst the loft wall of the Mahisamardding
shrine. The god is <cated on his tahana, the peacack, which
is olse not ungracefully represented,  Another image s found
in cave No. 4 where the god is shown standing beside Parvati
on the wall of the verandah, His image is also found on
another pillar of the same verandah., Karttikeya with his
peacock is also depicted on the E-shaped corridor of the cove
No. 4. He is flanked on either side by his attendants,

We have previously remarked thet Skanda-Karttikeya
enjoyed some popularity in the peried of the Pallavas, He
appeats in the seventh-century Somaskanda sculptures of
Siva. A Jarge number of such sculptures sre found st
Mamallapuram.

According to Prof. Jouvenu-Dubreuil the third figure ot
the Trimiti cave at Mahabalipuram (buile duting the period
of the Pallava Ling Mahendravarman 1) is Subrahmanya In the
form of Brahma-83std and not Brahman as was previously
supposed.®? According to him Brahma-Sistd is slso repre-
sented on the ground floor of Dhormarija tatha. Prof.
Dubrewl’s identification of the figure in question of the
Trimfrti cave is accepted by such an authority as Gopinath
Rao.%8 *Behind the rock, bearing the Trimiirti shrine, ore
exccuted the figures of a peacock, an elephant and a monkey
carved in half relief”. As peacock is Kirteikeya's vifhana,
Dubreuil's supgestion is not without basis. The editor H.K.
$istr] thinks that the figure mny represent she Sun-god; but
the above fipures apree wonderfully with the description of
Brahma-S3sta. If this identification be accepted, then it
should be regarded ns the enrliest imoge of Submhmanya in
the Tamil-speaking Jand.

The mutilated image of Bila-Subrahmsnya, belongiog to
the early Cola petiod, is one of the oldest representations of
the god in the Far South.®¥  The image is found in the Bila-
Subrabmansa temple, constructed during the reipn of Raja-
Lefarin, identified with Aditya Cola. One of his hands s in
the gesture of communicating divine wisdom. Another hand
holds = rosary and the third bears the weapon ek, The
attribute of the fourth hand cannot be recognised.
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w br;eﬂy réfer to-some of the fmages of the”
nt spects of the aod described by Rao in his Elemerts
tndy Iconography

he bronze figure, of. Kumara at Tiruppalatturarai has four
rms” (Fig. .18} One of the tlght hands holds Salti and
thcr lefty thunderbolt. The two remaining hands are in
2 'arada and abhaya artitudes, 0

A figure of Subrahmanya’? in stone is found in the Naged-
arasvimin temple at Kumbhakonam (Fig. 20). The god fs
eprésented with bis two spouses Devasend and Valli, Like
hé’ Tlruppal'\wurm image the figure is four-armed. Icono-
raphxmlly the figure i is almost similar to the bronze figure of
»Tlruppa]ntmrau The peacock is seen behind the deity. -The
ronze . ﬁﬂure of Subrabmeanya with his consorts (Fig. 21),
.found i the Siva temple at Tiruvorriyur, is exactly similar to
evious . figure’® Both the figures are executed with
mate skill, Another figure of Subrabmanya (Fig- 22},
SlOUE, with his consorts, is found in Kumbhakonam, ** Here
atmbutes are, however, $fakti, kukketa, abbaya and verada,
he image is elaborately. adomed. From Kumbhakonam also
omes the bcvzuufulimﬂge of bikhxvah'}nﬁ Karttikeya.74 '1}‘3
ight lcg is hanging while the left. one 15 bept and rests upon
He peacock. " The i xmage fairly agrees with the dcscr!ption of
Stkhivahana Karttikeya-found in the Kumiratantra. )
- Plate [eblea% (fig. 3) of Rao's book is an admirable speci— a
en’.of the Senapatx aspect of.the god. The figure is now
> d in the Madras museum,” The deity sits on’ his
ock: . He embiaces his consort with hig right arm. andf
ofy holds i bow The godﬂc:s, on he: patt, cm‘ur'\cc,s he




134 The Cult of Skanda.Kirttikeys in Ancient Indlx

tantra or the $vitatwanidhi, The Nallur Sapraukha ?2 almost
resembles the Pattisvaram Image.  “The padmdsana on which
the image stands is hexagonal, speciaily so made to agree with
the six-frced nature of the deity for whom It serves as
pedestal”, ’ .

Devaseni-Kolyinasundara aspect is illustrated by o figure in
the (Fig 24) front mandaepa of the temple at Tirupparsnkunram
near Madura. It represcnts the scene of martage of Skanda
with Devasenfi. The god Is standing with bis outstretched
right bhand and Devasend is on his lcft, standing. Indm is
behind her and is seen pouring water from a vessel into the
band of Skanda, Skanda holds in his front left hand n lotus
and Sakti in the left one. Indra has taika and vajra, Brahman
Is sitting and is scen in the act of dolng  the npecessary duties
of the prlest. The whole scene Is sculptured with rare
artlstry. The modesty of the bride is wonderfully portrayed
in the sculpture.®

We have seen that the third figure at the Trimirti cove
peobably tepresents the Brabma-Sastd aspect of Skenda,
Rao in his book has not piven any example of the Brabma-

Gsti image. V. Raghavan, however, in the L. LS. O. A.
(Vol. VII, pp. 111-12) draws our attention to more than one
such images of this aspect of Skanda. According to him the
image In the garbhagtha in the Subrohmanya temple at
Tiropporur, 40 mles from Madras, represents actually the
Brahma-Sasti aspeec of Subrahmanya. The two uplifted
arms of the god bear aksamal@ end kamandaln which are
characteristic of Brahman wwhom Skanda subdued. « On either
side are his wives Valll and Devasens. Another Brabma-

Astd imege was found by T. G, Arvemuthan and C. Sivara-
murtl, curators of the Madras muscum in the fields ot
Vnlasonavakkam, B miles from Madras. At Kudakarkoil
in the Tanjore district Skanda is worshipped in the form of
Brahma-$asta.

A stane Image of Sadiinana Is preserved In the Worcester
Art Museum.?*  Like the previous Sadinana fmuapes, deserib-
ed above, the image has twelve arms. This s a typical South
Indirn imape.  Its static fmmobility may be contrasted with



leonsgraphy 0 S ass
n icons, described above. Tt is 5 mere
toal nnt a splrlted rcpxascntanon of the War~

c 1f1xage is h'\loed the atmbutcs are bow, arrow,
ra §.it has been descnbcd as a fine examople of the
; t'dixring the Cola times.

Sastri has described few other imsges of Karitkeya
out! Indun @ -Fig. 113 of Saseri’s book is & four«atmed

lig 114 is a2 Sadanana specxmen " from
ith yanougweapons in difflerent hands and riding
eacock (Fig. 27); figure 115 (from Samayapuram,
Iy} is.a stone figure of Kumita (Fig. 28) on the
nd attended by Valll and Devasens ; it is four—

] vah‘eady bee'n made to the discmve‘r‘,ubf E:
tone-dmage 61‘ Krretikeya: from Rajabmundry, the.
agird, the capital of the Eastern Calukwus g1 An
of the Salia year 994(== {072 A0} wi discovered
me she. - So it is reasonabld to belicve Lthat the
acstion s 2 11th-cantury, work, Itis an; foage, of

ot of . Karttikeya'§ fortumtdy all the” twelve
r ‘nas a hcr;vht of 2 J . The nttribnte
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NOTES

Cf. Mbh., X114 278 :—
Skando mayhramdsthaya sthito Devydh samipatah 1

Saktighante samadaya deitiya fva Pivakah B

Mbh,, Xil.122.32.

Matsya, 2604651, According to Dr, Hazra this portion of the
Purlinn was composed berween 350 AD. and 650 A.D. {Sce Studles
in the Puranic Records on Hindu Rites and Customs, ps 176). MM, Kane
op. ¢it, Vol. ¥, pare 11, pp. §93-900, on the other hand, places this
Purfina berween 200 and 400 A.D,

260.50.

57.41,

132.31. According to competent authorities the Bhavigya Brahma-
parcan te as old as the 6th exnt. A.D.{Sec Cultural Heritage of India,
Vel I, pp. 240-70).

50.27.

Kailafa Samhita, 11.19-21, -

NL71.3-7,

50,28,

260.47-50,

See M.M. Negar in JJU.P.H.5,, 1943, part 1, pp. 62:66. See nbo
K.D, Bajpas in Mathura (Hindi), Lucknow, (953, Plate 24,

Sce Dr. V8, Agprawaln, ‘A Catnlogue of Brahmaonleal Images in
Mathord Museum’y JULP.HLS, Vol XXIL=pp. 102210,

Cf. Agni Purdina’s description of two-armed Karttikeys,

Quoted in Rao’s Elements of Hindu Ieonography, Volu 11, part 11,
App. B, p. 205,

JILS.OLAL Y, p. 129,

Sce also LH.Q., Vol. XXX, p- 84 and Plate 11,

Sec ‘A Sculptuse of Karttikeya' by R. C. Agrawale in the Adwar
Library Bulletin {N.§ ), Vol. XXLV, patts 3-4,

See The Art of India and Palinan cdited by L. Ashton, p, 41,

See AS.LA.R., 193435, p. 31, Plate VI {f}.

J.1L5.0.A., ¥V, p. 129, fn. 3,

LH Q; Vol. XXX, pp. 81-5,

Sce A.S.LA.R., 1935-36, p. 35, Plete XL{a) and J.I.S.0.A,, X3, p. 77.
8See E.lL, Vol, II, pp. 311 1.

JU.P.H.S,, Vol. IN, part 11, p. 36,

Magira-pryghitirayind Guhiens,  Sce also Maothurd Museum Handbook
by V. S, Agrawals, p. 44,

J.1.8.0.4., Vol. X, p. 68,

See S. K, Saraswatt, A Survey of Indian Sculpture, p. 137, figure 93,
Rppam, 1925, No. XXI, p. 41. ¢
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Sec LULPHLS, (NL 8.}, Val. V, part M, pp. 117-20, the orticle in
Hindi by M. M. Nagar, ‘Kanukeyae o el nave prépta pratims’ s for
the image s2¢ p. 118, Plate V§ aleo Ko M. Munshi, Sage of Indian
Senlprure, Plate 42,

M.AS.L, No. XV, p. 12; plme XTL (d).

R. D, Banerji (Ioc it ) thinls that the temple was built in the middle
of the Sth cent. A.D., probobly during the time of the Parivifijaka
Maharija Haostin, bur Marshall places thetemple in the &th centn
A,

See PLH.C, Xt session, pp. 137 ff. ; also Amnuagl Administrative
Report of Awhacological depraroment, Guulior State, 1924-25, p. 10,

Az z matter of fact the serpent-hood is present. »s we shall sen ater,
in some other images of the god.

See Leht Kalg, 1956-7, Nos. 3 ond 4, pp. 108-11, Plate L1, fig. 1.
50.28.

ACS1 (W, Circle), Progress Report, 1912, p. 56,

Sce Allan and Altekar.

Laliz Kald, 1956-57, Nos. 3 and 4, pp. 109-111.

See J, 1. M., Vol IX, Plate XV, figs. 30 and 30A.

Sce B. G, IV, p. 685 for 2 post-Gupra Karttikeyn from Tomain
see 1, W, Dwivedi’s Gualior Rajyo me miirtikala, fig. 52.

See Mfacdonell's avticle *Early Indiun Tconograply’ in J.R.ALS., 1916,
pp. 125-30 alsa hid., 1917, pp. 593 . and 1918, pp. 526 [1.; Prof. 5.V,
Venknteswara (LR.A 5., 1917, pry, 587 . ond 1918, pp. 519 ) tries
unsuccessfully to refute Macdonell’s argument,

Sce Hargresves in AS.LAR,, 1915-16, p. 46.

See REetaratgind, V.45,

ASLAR, 1913-14, p. 53,

See Deseriptive Lizt of Exhibuts at the Wagpur Mustum, p. 18, plate 'V,
fig 6.

Seve Lalit Kald, Nos, 3 and 4, Plate L1J, fg. 2.

See G H. Khare's Mitre.oif@ng in Marathd, figure 61; see aloo ibid.,
pp. 147-54 for the description of seme other imeages of thegod.

NN, Vasy, The Archaeological Stavey of Mawworbhonf, Vol 1, fig. 6.
Seo M. M. Sangoli, Osissa and Her Remains.

For the finure sco b AS.L, No. 44, Plate VITL, figure 6

See 480 AR (1934-35), Plute XXIV{d) 5 see slto Hhstory of Bengal,
Vel X, p. 449,

See Banesdi, Bastern Indian School of Medlaciol Seulpiire, Phate LXK Tn.
See A Catalogue of the Archarological Relics in the Miteon of Vavendro
Resstroh Socicty, Rajshahl, by B. G. Bassk and D C. Bhattacharyys,
P12

Bee eowngraphy of the Buddhist and Bralomanical Scolfnures {s Dacca
Auserem, g 147 1 for the Spuces see id., Plate RVIT {ak
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See M.A 8.1, No, I3, p. 92 end Plate KXXVb,

bid., pe il

See A S.L.AR., 1905.6, p. 21, 5g. 4.

The present writer hiss slso potleed another 2mall but beautiny]

sculptute of the god preserved in the Buljnath museum,

Opocit, Val. 1], part IX pp- 433 . ; for the original Sanshyg

passages, sec Rao's Sub nyamitrtbheddh Included in the shove.
{oned work *P latganam’, pp. 203 (T

See Indian Archaeclogy, 1956-7, A Review, Plate LVIIC ; sccnlsa The

Adyar Library Bullaun {N.8.}, Viol. XXV, pp. 518.9,

See Indian Archoealogy, 1956-7, A Review, Plaie LVIIB,

Nilekanta §aserl (A Hise, of Soatth India, p. 112) places this work in the

Sth cent. AD. ; heis supported by T. P. Mecnakshi-Sundoram (A

Hist. of Tamil Literature, p. 42). Smlth sapgeste a stil! enshier dnge

(Farly History of Indwa, p. 453} S, Vaiyapuri Tillal, however, assigng

this work to @ much later date (Hizt, of Tanul Language avd Literatuye,

. 154)

Rao, op. cit., Plate CTXXIV,

Ruo, ofr. citg Plate CXXViTa,

See M,A.S.L, No. XXV, *Bas roliefs of Badami’ by R,D, Banetjl.

See E, L, XVIL, p. 16 5 for the fig. ece Archeologie du sud de U'inde,

Vol H, Plate XVII 8.

E. 1, Vol, XVIIL, p. 16, fn, 3.

See J.LH., Vol XXXF, p. 247 aud Cultwral Herbtage of Indie. Vol 1V,

Tp. 309 4,

Rao, op, cit, Plate CXXY, fig. 2.

1id , Plate CXXI11.

Ibid., Plate OXXIILL,

Ibd., Plate CXXV. .

Ibid., Plate CXKVIT, .

1bld., Plate CXXIX,

1bid,, Plate CXXVILL

See Riipam, 1926, No, 1, p. 36,

Ser The Colus by Nitskanta éﬁslﬂ, pp. 763 £ 7 also che figure 76,

South Indran vmages of Hindu gods and goddesses, pp. 177 £,

See Atiauc Myhology written by » hoit of Irench scholays and trangla.

ted fnto Boglish by F. M, Atkinson, p. 129,

Procecdings and tiavsactions of the 7th Alldrdi Oddental Confercnce,

Baroda (1938}, pp. 773-4.
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The earliest Kaumiri sculpture goes back to the Gupta
period. Her image along with those of other *Mothers’ is
found near Eran.? Her fcon is also 1o bz noticed In the Ele-
phanta Cave {as has been noted above), where she is distinertly
called Karttikeydnd, The goddess here has rwo arms and she
is seen seated upon the pescock. A fourarmed Kaumir]
image (Fig. 29) was found at Bheraghat (Jabalpur, MBI, It
was assigned to the Kusina perfod by R.D. Banerji?; the
wrlter in JLA.S B. {Letters), Vol XXIL pp. 237 ff,, however,
places this image in the second half of the 7th century A.D.0
The Imdge Is headless with all the hands broken. Another
Tth century Kaumdrl sculpture is found in the Guwallor
museum; the image is two-armed and has faktl and [otus as
the attributes?? A number of Sth-century sculptures of the
‘seven Mothers' lncluding that of Kaumirl were recovered
from the river Vaitarani ‘where they were tossed by the
Mughuls on their shrines Leing destroyed’7. Tlate 1, fig 4
of the M.A 8.1, No. 44 is 0 huge four-armed image of the
goddess Kaum@ri (Fig 30) with a pot-bellied child seated on
the left knee. The deity has an unaffected smile on hec lips,
The goddess is very boldly executed with peacock, carved on
the base; much prominence hes been given to the two
breasts. Plate IX, fig. 1 (1bid) is nnether Kaumird image found
from Puri (Fig. 31) ; this image {s more sophisticated than the
Jajpur icon and is pethaps of someswhat Jater date,
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KiyGyanya vidmahe Kanydlumé ! dhimahi, tan no Durgd pracodeydt. |
Ja g ve

YThc lattér name is fotind on the pedestal of the imoge of the fvoddcss .

in the Ficph'\ma Cnve No, 1 (See R.D. Banerji's Edstern Indian School -

" of Medigewal Senlpture, Plate LXEia, wher the name Js spelt o5

-'«a

'i\intikami 3

1334,

Page 46, pars 55 of Schof’s. edition ; ~- sec olso k'mp:ﬂul Guazetteer of
India, Vol. N, p. 35 ; we reproducs below the originnl passege from

- the Periplus, “Beyond this there is snother pince enlled Comari at -

«wlsici\ are chc‘cdpc of Comari and a harbour ; hither come those men

who wish 1o consecrate themselvas for the rest of their lives, end

io
i1
12

buthe and dwellin celibaey ; and women slro do the same; for it is
rold-thir a goddess onee diwelt here and bathed™,

See E.L, Vol XXVE p. 117 (fn. 2).

A A8, No. XXIU, p. 76.

For the fig. ter' J.A5.B. {Léners) Vol XK1, Plntc 18.

See ibid., Plate 11C.

See M.A.S.L, No. 44 Exploratiion in Orissa, p. 3 5 also Chandrodekhar

. Banerjec's article *An account of the antiquity of Jajpur In Orissa’

in LASB, XU port 1, . 153,
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