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ChaAarimR IV

ROCK-CUT

WMONUmah TS

BACKGROUND : -

0f the archltectural immovations ol ®me Pandingau,
the rock-cut excavations or, 'mandapas' as tﬁey were
familiarly known, deserve our gtteution first. The
archaeologists, 1n recent times, have discovered a
numper of rock-cut shrines in the Pandya mainlend. The
total number of such shrines or cave-temples is far more
then tnose attributed to the rallavas. The rock-cut
snrines of . Pendinadu not only show a remarkable
stylistic growth among themselves but sglso display, for
the first time in many instances, a number oIl new
innovations. Above a’l, we have, at least, éne example
Qf'a mouoliﬁhic temple, though unfortunately incomplete,
at Kalupumalal which has no parallel anywhere in this

part of the cbuntry.
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The chiet problem that confronts one in the study
of the Pandya rock-cut excavatlons 1s that they, barring
a few, do not supply us any specific evidence gs to the
actual date of their excavation or to the patrons who caused
their excavazion. Scholars, however, have hitherto
postulated a theory tkat none of the randya rock-excavations
can be dated earlier than the period of the Pallava king
Mahendrevarman I (c.A.D. 580-630) on the supposition that
he was the pioneer of rock-cut mode of excavation In the
extreme southern part of India. Mahendravarman I has
also been creditec¢ with the inaguration of a new tradition
in rock-cut mode of arcnitecture - 'both in 1ts material
and tecninique'l - Which 1s.furtner sald to have been
faithfuliy.rollowed not only by his successors but also-
by nis contemporaries. This clgim made on behall of
Mahéndravarman malnly relies upoh the contents of 2 single
inscription - i.e. Mandagapattu cave 1nscription2 - for
its strength where king Mehéndra, with an almost child-
like enthusiasm, declares to have made a brickless, timber- -
less, metalless and mortarless gbode for thé Hindu Trinity.
Hemcé the above claim needs to be thoroughlyfexamined in

all its perspection before we proceed further.

1. K.R. Srinivasan, "The pPallava arciiitecture of Scuth
Tudie™ in Ancient indlg, Vol.XIV, p.ll6.

2. Ep. Ind., Vol.XVII, pp.l4-17.
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"The most important information conveyed by 1t", in
the wbrds of T.A.G., Rao, the editor of the inscription,
"1s that bei'ore the time of Vichitrachitta, bricks, timber,
metal and mortar were the common temple building materlals"3
'Further he ovserves that one can easily concede the title
'Vichtrachitta' (wuich means curious or inventive minded)
to the king mahéndravarman I for, "he gvoided bricks,
etc., commonly used by all in the éonstruction of their
buildings and devised quilite a new path, nanely the cutting
out of rock-temples, wnlch needed neither bricks, timber
nor mortar”% And finally he concludes, “That ne was the
first to iﬁtroduce into Southern Indisa tﬁé method of
excaVaging tamples in the solid rock is certain; for we

do not find a single rock-cut shrine which belongs to a

time before the reign of Mahendravarman".

(@3]

Ibid., p.15.
4. Ibid.

5. Ibid. Aalmost all She later writers on rfailava art nave
followed itao. However 1t is interesting to note that
C. Sivaramasmurti, cautiously avoids the word south
and seys, 'It was Maghdndravarman who first introduced
the art of excavating cave temples in the Tamil country!,
(Kalugumalai and early Pandyan rock-cutb snrines, p.l3)
whereas T.V, danalingam goes a step rurther and says,
'It was during mabendravarman s reign that rock-cut
shrines came to be mgde for the first time 1u Tondal-
mandalam' (Kanchipuram in early South Indian History,
p.71).




0f late, K.H. Srinivasan has made an attemp?t to
improve upon the significance of this inscription. According
to him, "The fact of excavating a temple or a habitatlion
for a moﬁk into the rocks could not have been unkunown 1in
south India, which was in live contact with the other parts
of India, where such excavations had been common, perticularly
the Buddnist excavations“? In support, he also cltes the
caves of a sepulchral nature found in the west coast which
can be linked with the Iron age megalithic monuments else-
where in Indla. References to structures compargble to
those excavated into or carved out of rock are, he agrees,
met with in early Tamil literature. But in spite of these
observations, he, gpparently unwilling to discredit siahendra-
varman, draws out the conclusion that the text of the
Mendagepattu inscription should refer to the fact of his
having chossn the hardest of rocks rather tnan the mere
introduction of rock-cut cave Temples in the south. "The
novelty", he writes, 'therefore, of Mahéndravarman's &ork
would lie primarily in his first tangible. achievement,

viz. the excavation into the hard locsal rock”?

6. K.R., Sriunlvasan, Cave-Temples of the Pallavas, p.28.

7. ;bid. K.R, Srinivgsan further thinks that, "perhaps,...
they (Pal’avas) thought that the local hard rocks were
more durable and an altogether new materisl not
tackled by thelr compeers and rivels, the Chalukysans,
or even their predecessors"” (Ibid., p.26) )
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It may, nowever, be noted that the emphasis on the
hard stone in contrast to the soft-stone varieties used
elsewhere has no relevance to the contents of the inscraption.
The inscription under reference does not even state the word,
'stone!' explicitly, leave alone specifying it as hard or
soft. The simple gnd the only reason for the Pallava rock-
cutters to wérk on hard grenite rocks could very well be
the absence\of softer rock-cliff in their area? This
reality of the situation compelled not only the rallavas

but also otaer Tamll patrons of Pock—architecture)includlng

the fég@yaslzo work on the hagrd granite rock.

Finally it is said, "“Though tnesé later kings (of the
Pallave dynasty) made 1nn5vation ot thelr own, their
adherence to the traditional type initiated by Mahendra,
wno first wrought in the hard stone of south India, was

perhaps the result of sampradaya. Not only the successors

of Mahéndra, but the contemporary Pandyss, the Muttaraiyas,
tne Adigaimans and rulers of other dynasties have falthfully

respected the sampradaya and have followed the type and

-style initiated by Maehéndra in their cave-temples with

L. . . 9
certagin modificagtions'.

8. when the guestion of ‘erecting structural temples came,
the Pallavas, it may be noted, switched over to soft
stone varieties gs was the custom with their compeers
and rivals, the Chalukyans. ’

9. £.R, Srinivasan, (Cave-Temples of the rallavas, pp.359-40.
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The above theory dées not seem to be g very ccnvincing
one in view o1 several fgctors. 4t the outset, any work of
art, nowever cregtive and original it might be, camnnot be
a self-generagted one; nor can it be entirely devoid ol
any kind of sxternal influences. As Dubreull rightly says

it is always connected with contemporary works anc

explained by anterior works'. If sampradaya could be so
effective and enduring with the latér kings, 1t should be
remémbered that it equelly applies to Mahendravarmsn as
well; S0 the question before us noﬁ i8, how Ifar the so-
called Mahendra type of monuments ié connected with the
contemporary works and explgined by the anterior works?
Or, in other words, to what particular tradition (1.e.

saupradaya) the Mah&ndra type of monuments actuaily belongs?

The chief characteristics of the so-called lighendra
type of rock-cut shrines are: "On plan, tney consist of
a large mandspea with one or more smagller sguare shrine-
cells. Often, in addition to the r&w of plllgrs and
pilasters on the facade, there is a second pargllel row
inside the mandapa, thus dividing it into agrdha- and

mukha-mandapas. In the agbsence of the dividing row of

pillars this demarcation is often indicated by the

difference in the flcor-level of the two .sections. -
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The equidistant plllars are divided into square sections
on top and base with an octegonal sectlon in between.
The pilasters in the egrlier examples are ot so shaped

but are unirormly tetragonsl from base to top....”lO

In fact, -the gbove in substance, were the charscteri-
stics not only of the Maheéndra type of mandepas but almost
of all the Hindu rock-cut shrines éxcaVated in different
regions of south India beginning with sixth century 4.D.
0f them, the Western Chglukyasn caves at Badami are datable

from A.D. 550%1 On the eastern coast at least some of the
caves in Undavelll and Bhalravekonda region are gssignable
to a period not later than the end of sixth century a0t
Again; in ths Pandinsdu, there is, at least, one rock-cut
shrine at Malayadikkurichi which can certainly be assigned

to the early decgades of ths seventh century A.D%s

10. K.R. Srinivasan, Cave-Temples of the Fallavas, p.38.
11. Gary Tarr, Ars Orientalis, Vol.VIT] 1970, p.184. /

12. 0.C. Gangoly, The 4rt of the Pallavas, p.8.

13. R. Wagaswamy 1is inclined to plgce the Pillalyarpatti cave-
temple in Remahathapuram district to about fiiun
century a4.D. on palaecographic consideration. "as Ior
the Mandagapattu?, he sgys, 'a more reasonagble inter-
pretation of Mahéndra's statement 18 that most of tne
earlier temples in the Tamil country had been built of
all five materials, including stone; the Pallava king
merely claimed that he had at Mandasgapettu used stone
only, dispensing with the other four" - Artibus Asiase,
Vol.XXVII, 1964, p.268.
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Conceptionally tke rock-cut shrines of all the
above regions were the same; their constructional and
functional properties were by and large alike. Besides,
the rock-cut shrines particularly of the Tamilnadu and
Andhra regions display similarties in several other respects
too. Shrines having three cells on the back wall of the
mandapa are common 1u all the above regions., The rectangular-
snagped mapdapas witn tneir longer side running along tne
lateral side of the c¢liff afe also to be found in the
'Krlshna~G5d5vafi delta, Tondaimandalam and in the
Pandimaudalam as well%4 Though the mandapas are provided
with pillars and oilasters, the roof, as a rule, is flat
in all the adove regions, JSimilarly the interior walls
of the earlier ones, barring exceptional instances, are
usueally left plain. Again, the frequent design adopted
for the pillars especially in the lower Krisnna valley,
Pallava and Fandya examples 1s sguare at the top and
bottom with =2n octagon mid-region and oiten, circular
-medallions are seen occupying the sides of the upper and

lower cubes of the pillars as well ss the pilasters. In

14, The Pgllava caves, especially the earlier eXamgles,
show a remarkable similarity in their plans and features
with the caves of the -lower Krishna valley which we
cannot dwell at length here. For a detailed account of
the same, rel'erence may be made to M.S. kate, 'Origin
of Pallava art - The Undavalli caves!, East anc West,
Vol.20, No.l and 2, pp.108-116,
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some of the cave-shrines, the dvargpalas are seen on elther

side of the facade in deeply-cut rectengular niches. These
simlilarities between the rock-cut shrines of the egstern

and southern regions of gouth lndia only prove that what

had been described above as the characteristics of the
'Mahendra type' were, in core and substance, the fuadamentels
o1 the soutberﬁ type of Braghmanical rock-cut excavations
waich found itself expressed 1n diiferent reglons under
different patrons%5 Dissimilarities gmong them are .found
only in certain ragmifications of the decorative elements

which are but natural and logical in any art movement which

had so widely spreed in terms of time and space.

Then, the questicn agrises, what could be the source
out or whicn the southern 'archetype' wgs evolved? There
cannot be two opinions sgs to the fagct that the Hindu
rock~cutters of south drew their inspiration mainly from
the Buddhlst and Jain rock-excavations of the egrlier
centuries. But from which one of them exactly? wvifferent
theories have been put forward suggesting the possible

gsource from which tane soutuern Brghmanical grchetype might

15. It is noteworthy that notwithstanding the progress made
during the time of Mgh&ndra's immediate successors,
cave-shrines- of' this grchetype wers continued to be

excavated as late as the period of Nargsimhagvarman II
(4.D, 700-728).
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have been evolved. J. Fergusson and J. Burgess}6
0.C. Gangoly17 and K.V, Soundararajan}a while writing on

the cave-temples of the lower Krishna-valley looked upon
the,rock—cut caves of tHe Western india as the possible ./
gsource from which tane southérn‘hindu rqck;cutters received
the impetus. DBut the drawback of the theory is that the
rock-cut cavas of Andhrs and also of Tamilnadu present more
dissimilgrities in comparison to what they have in common
with the . western Indian cagves. In thelr elgborate design,

in the treatment of the facade and pillars and in their
interior decoragtion, the western Indign examples are quite
different from the Krishna-valley caves and more .so from the
cave-temples of the Tamil-speaking regioﬂ. The second theory
aims'to comnact the eastera Indian rock-cut caves and

thereby suggsst e southward course of artistic ideas end

techniques glong the eastern coast from Kglinga to Andhrg

and further to Tamilnadu%g M.S., Mate observes, "....the

16. J. Fergusson and J. Burgess, The Cave Temples of india, p.97
17. 0.0. Gengoly, The Art of the Pgllavas, p.S8.

18, K,V., Soundararajan, architecture of the liarly Hindu
temples of Andhrg Pradesh, p.20.

19. Fergusson and Burgess were the first to suggest the
resemblagnce between the Undavglli- cave in andhra and
ranl Gumpha in Orissae (J. Pergusson and J. Burgess,
op. cit., p.98) and alsc between the Bagh Gumpha near
Cuttack and the Yali-mapdapa at Saluvenkuppam near
Meghabalipurem (Ibid., p.155). H.3. Mate has elaborated
this in an illumninating article on the 'Origin of Pallava
Art - The Undavaglli caves', Bast and wWest, Vol.20,
Nos.l and 2, pp.l1l08-116. - T
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rock-cut architecture of the Pallavas belongs to and flows
from the tradition of rock-cut monuments first cut in the
lower Kriskna region. The latter region in 1ts turn had
it roots deep in the artistic tradition of the Kalings
land“?o This is, indeed, a tempting postulation. But it
is, éerhaps, to0o early to concur wlth tnis theory and more
certain liunks are still wanting to prove the artistic

2
propingquity of the gbove regions beyond -any doubt.

The truth, however, seems to lie somewhere in between.
Taking thelr cue from the eastern and ﬁestern rock-cut
traditions, the Brahmanical rock-cutters of%EOuth, in
accordancevgawtheir religious requirements, seem to have
devised a pattern of their own which found itself manifested
in different centres of the south with distinct stamp

of the locegl varistions.

It is against this background that one has to view

the rock-cut monuments of the Pandinadu.

20. M.3., Mate, Hast and West, Vol.20, Nos.l and 2, p.l16.

21. The stepped arrangement of the upper storeys of the
Undgvalli cave in Andhra and of the Valkunta and Rani
Gumpha in Urissa, no doubt, presents a striking
similarity between them. But i1t may be noted that the
steppec. arrangement in Orissan examples 1s a planned
architectural design whereas in Undavalli, it is more

due to the natural, slopy formation of the rock (¥Yl. No.I).



| PANDYA RUCK-GCUT SHRINES:-

Fow to turn to the Papdinadu. A4ll the rock-excavations
of the Pandya country fall under a common genri called,
'mandapa‘ or 'mandakan' in Tamil?g' Instances are not
wanting wherein they have.oeen mentioned as stone~templesg5
also. Structurally, 'mepndaepa' is a pillared hall with
shrine cells at the back or at the centre or souetimes on
the lateral side. The simpiest type, nowever, presents a
-saquare cell into the rock without a verandsh or porch in
front. The mandaspa type of structures formed an important

part of the later-day south lndian temple complexes and were

termed variouasly such as, the Utsavamandapa, Hrittamandapa,

Kalyanamandapa et¢. Such structures were also commonly

erected on the highways and on the banks of the rivers and

tanks for the convenience of the pllgrims to stay or to

22, The Senskrit word, 'mandapa' mesns an open pillared
hall, The Tamil equilivalent 'mandakam', usually
considered gs a Tamilzed form of the Sanskrit word,
18, perhgps, of Tamil origin meaning, 'gathering hall!
(mandu--akam). K.3. Srinivasan suggests tnat the word
'mandakam! 1s derived from ‘manrakam' (Cave—Templqé
of the Pallavas, p.30,f.n.2).

£3. The Tamil inscripvions of the Malayadikkurichi (aR.Iu.,
1959-60, HNo.358 and p.24), Anaimalal (é;;., Vol.XIV,
Nos.l end 2) and Tirupparankunram (Ibid., No.3) cave-
temples mention them as !'Kartirukkoil', 'Karrall'
and 'Tirukkoil' respectively.
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perform the religious rites. Though mandapa type of
structureé, at a later period, . came éo be gssociated more
with religious architecture, the early literary evidences®?t
suggest that it was a common building tyﬁe used for the

secular purposes as well during the early centuries. The

Mamimékalai?B for instance, gives a vivid description of

a golden mandapa used by the king as his occaslonsl resort.

The mandapa was a comblned erfort of the Magadha artists,

24. Manir-véli-vacchira-Nannattu-k
Konlrai-kodut-ha-sorraep-p—pandarum
Magadha-Nannevtu-valvay-Vénden
Pagal-purattuk-k-kodutta-rattimandapamun
Avanti-Vendan-~uvanthgnan-~-kodutta
NivanthSheu-Marapil-thdranavayilum

Orunuudan punarntanguyarnthor Bttun

Lrumperan~-marapiu~mandapamanriyum .-

- Silappadikaram, . Puharkandam Indira-vilaviredutta-
kedai, Ll. 99-110, (ed.) S.l1.5.5.W.rublishing
Society, Tlnnevelly, 1969.

25. Magadha-Vinagidarum-Maratta-k-kamarum
Avanti-k-kollarum-Yavanth-taccarum
Tantamil-vinainar-tammddu-kidi-k
Konainithu-iyarriya-kankaver-cheyvinai-p
Pavalath-tiralkal-Panmani-p-pBtikal-t
Tavala-nittilat-tamar-talnta
Konach-canti-manvinal-vitanattu-t
Tananlyam-vBynda-vagalperu-vanappin
Paifichéru-meluki-p-pasumpon-mandapattu
indira-tiruvaen-~chenru-initu-8ralum.

- Menimkalsi, ChiraikkSttam Araxkotbam Akkiya kadal,
1T, 107-116, (ed.) S. Rajem, Wadras, 19o7.




11

Marata balékmiths, Avantl goldsmiéhs, Greck carpenters

along with the Tamil artists. The pillars of the mandapa as
well as the potika (corbel) were decorated with preqious
stones. Perhaps having made of perishegole materigls such

as brick, wood, etc., these structures failed to withstand
the test of time and therefore, no vestiges of them are to
be found now. 7he practice of carving mandapa structures
out of live-rock, as noted egrlier, géthered momentum in

the Tamil country from the seventh century a.D. onwards.

Material and technigue:-

The rock-cutters of the rPallava and Pandya regions
had to work on the hard rocks as there are no softer
rock-clirfs in their area. As a result, the technigue
of excavaflng shrines in the above reégions difrered from
that of the other areas where the excgvated rock materials
were ol more gofter types. A close ‘scrutiny of the
unfinished caves left iu different stages of completion
in the Pallava and Pandya regions indicate the technique

of carving roughly as follows:«26

Lt the outset the
chosen rock-cliff was shaved so as to give a perpendicular
scarp or surface of desired height. hen, tne vertical

scarp was marked 1nto several blocks of large sqgusare size

26, Pls.los.IV and XXa.
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and grooves were cut aground each of them, making them into
projecting slabs. These projected slabs were subsequeutly
chiselled cut agnd the process was repeated aggain. A4As tne
inward progress of quarrylng the rock was on, the pillars
and the other parts which were to be lert intact or to be
carefully dressed later, vere also roughly marked out
(PL.No.XXs). Simultaneously with the inward progress, as
indicated'ty the exemples, the detail of the top, bottom
and inner portions were worksd out and finished. A4s a
result, the carving was carried on the entire rock rsce
uniformly snd evenly at all stages of progress. Thus

ﬁné technlque adopted by the rock-cutters of the extreme

south was one of much laboriousg, involving snormous

amount of time and patience.

In fact, the nardness of tne rock materigl wh_ch
demands gregter skill énd patience explains best why all
the early rock-cut sxcavations of the extreme south sare
comparagtively of modersate proporﬁions in their deptih,
height and width. Ths same could also be the reason for
the very limited quantity of sculptures and other embéllish~
ments at leest in the earlier examples. 1t is true that
unlikxe the early rallava examples, eveu fhe eagrliest dated
Pendya cave-shrine (i.e. Malayédlkkurichi cave) show

treces of beld relier sculptures adorning 1ts walls. DBut
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they occupy oniy particular regions of ﬁhe entire
excavation and are seldom allowed to at'fect the agrcni-
tectural erfrect of the interior. Iikewise the pillars

and the fgcade of the early‘examples are also left without
much embellishment in direct contrast to their counterparts

in Deccan.

427 out that all the

It has been rightly pointe
Branmanicel rock-eXcavations in the Tamil country are
inveriagbly rtvound in associgtion with an irrigation tank
(tatskam) cr river bank (tirta) or at the places waich
had already become populer pilgrim centres. 1he Aliaimalal
and Tirupparankunrém ihscriptions clearly state28 that
the cave-temples were excavabed along with a tank (tatakanm)
nearby. Likewise the Pandya cave temples at Anaimalei,
Tiruvpparaukunram, Kelugumalai, Arittapatti, Alvarmalel,
Virgslkhamani, Kunrekkudi and Sitannavasal.aré situated

neagr or at tbe‘very sites where Jains had already establisned

A tnemselvesf9 It is also possible that some or the already

27. K.,R. Srinivagsan, Cave-Temples of the Pallavas, p.3l.
e8. 3If., Vol.XIV, Nos.l,2 and 3.

' 29. Stone-beds, Brahmi inscriptions and bas-relief
sculptires or the Jaina faith are found on the rocks

ol all the gbove sites. The eXcavation oI the MNarasimis
cave-temple at Aunaimalar which was, perhaps, a noted
Jaina resort, is even interpreted as symbolic of the
triumph of Hinduism over the neterodox systems.
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exiéting Jalug caves were couverted into Saitite shrvines
dgring this period. XK.R, Srinivasan, for instance, 1s of
the opinion shat the cave-temple at Malayadikxurlchiiwas
originally a Jaina cave which was lgter converted into a
Salvite one?O Again, the Tirupparankunram iuscriptionSl
gpeclf'ically states that the cave-temple and the tank were,

'reagppropriated! by a certain Sattan Genapati.

General characteristics of the Pandya rock-cut shrines:-

Notwithstanding the fact that they represent only
the regioual manifestation of a widely spread architectural
movement, the Pandya rock-cut shrines, nevertheless,
present notable features wnicu distinguish them from
those of their contemporaries, especially the fallgvas.
As regards the plen, the rapdya rock-cut shrines show as
many as rive distinct types, each one being a.further
advancemnent over tne other archnitecturally. The extant
eXamples uﬁdsr each type asre considergble in number providing
an interesting scope of study. DSesides, the sanctum cells
of all the randya cave-temples, except the one at Walayadik-

kurichi, contain a rock-cut linga in the case of Siva cave-

30. K.R. Srinivgsan's unpublished pagper on ‘'mMalayacikkurichi
cave-temple', read in the !'Pandyan beminar'! held in
Madurei University, 1971.

31. The text regds:;- 'Tiruttuvittaetu Tairukkdlilum sSritha
takgmum' (31I., Vol.XIV, No.3). The term 'tiruttuvitta'
means !rsagpproprisgted! or tcorrected!,




temples or the Ilmage of the principal delty in the case of
other examples, ' The Yﬁganarasimné cave-temple at Ansimalal,
for exaaiple, has a furious'representétion of Narasimha in
the sanctum and the adjacent cave, locally known as Laden
ko01l, hes high-relief sculptures of the principal deities
inside the sanctum which are identified as the images of
Lord subrahmanys snd his consort Devasena. 1Lu view of the
fact that the early Pallava cave-temples do not contaln

any sculpture or eveu a rock;cut linga in their sanctum-
cells, this nay, indeed, be said as the speclal feature ol
the Pénéya rock-cut shrines. In the case of Siva cave-
temples, sometimes, the Nandi figure is also cut on ﬁne S ame
rock in front of the éanctum as Seen 1n the cave-temples

at Yirumalaipuram, ialayskkovil setc.

It 1s noteworthy in this connectlion tnat in the eagrlier
centuries stone as a material tfor making the images ol tne

praincipsl deities of the temples was not in common use 11

the Tamil country?z All the availeble early literary

!

32. Stone, 1t seems, wgs preferred as a material only ror
memorigl constructions. The Tolkgppiyem, the earliest
extant -Q'amil work, speaks about the tradition of erect.ing
stone slabs 1u memory of the neroes who died in war.

'Katchi-Kg81lkol-NIrppadai~Nagutal
Chirta-Margbll-Perumbadgl-valttal®

-Tolkappiyam, Porul, Pursm 5, 1.19-20.
(ed.) S.L.S5.3.W,Publisuing Society, Tinnevelly, lu6SG.
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-

evidencesé5 indicate tﬁat‘the principal delities which
occupied The sanctum in both Salva and Vishnava shrines

were palnting or painted stucco or wooden reliefs set on

- a platform‘against the back well. This tradition seems to
nave been so strong that evenj%he seventh century A.D., when
the occupatidn of the sanctuﬁ cells by stone images had
become conuion elsewhere, it was a thing yet to be popularized
in the'Tamll country. When'and by wﬁom exactly this tradition
was first btroken is a difficult thing to say at present.
However 1t 1s worth mentioning hereAthat even the earliest
known Pandya cave-temple at Malayadikkuricnl which can be
safely dated to the first half of the seventn century 4.D.

has a stoue 11ﬁga installed inside the sanctum?4

35. 1) Ibtikal-neduilcuvar-vittam-vIlndens
" mani-p~-puria-t-turanda-maraiicor-madattu
eludgni-kKadavul.,...o.eneiieineeeenss .
- Ahgnaniru, o.1l67.
s T ...881lkola~-k
kalpunalntu -iyarriya- Vanappamal - Noncuvarp
Pavalyum-paliyenap-PEr8. .cooees.
- gggpanﬁrq, No. 569.
iii) Avar-avar-tam-tam-arindavaru-etti
: Ivar-lvar-emberuman-enru-Cuvarmisai-ch
charttiyum-vaithum-toluvar......... “ow
- Poygai Alvar, Nalayira Divya frabhaadam
#udal Tiruvandati, V.14,
(ed.) P.B. Annangaracharya bwamy, 1967.

54, o clear refersnces to the stone lifga are found i
the. Tévaram nymns of the countemporary saiva saints
viz. Appar and Tiruflgnasambandar. For referernces to
the lifga form in the Tevaram hymus, K.k, Srinivasan,’
Cave-lempled or the Pallagvas, p.35.
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The lingas, 1 the Pé@@ya cave=-shrines, occupy the
miadle of the square sanctum, leaving enough space around
ror circumambulation. Une pransglas are not usually found
.but in manly cave-shriues there 1s a cistern cut into the
floor of the sanctum, below the spout of the lihga to

z

) ~ 35
receive the abnishekg wagter.

The pillsrs on .the racade of the Pandya cave-temples
-are comparatively snort{ heavy and plszain resembling to a
large extent the pillars of the early cave-shrines of the
Pallava region. Geuerally they consisﬁ of two cuhical
parts, one at the pottom and the otner at the top, witn

a chamrered mid-region of an octagonal shape?6 In some

examples, nowever, they are comprised of ounly two parts

35. Tne contemporary fallava cave-shrines and even thelr
early structural temples do uot have any origliial
water outlet 1n the sagnctum.

36. The cubical parts are called 'saduram' aud octagonal
section 'kKatpu' in Tamil. The extant examples suggest
that there was nc unilorm proportion betweeu the three
parts o1 tue piller., Generally tne lower cube is bigger:
1n size than tne upper and middle parts as gesu at
lialayadikkuricni and Kunrekkudi cave-~teumples; in some
examples the lower cube is smaller than the upper one as
in the Pillalyarpatti cave-temple; at Ladan koil
(anaimelai) the octagon mid-region is slightly bigger
in size than the top snd bottom cubes whereas in the
cave-tewples at Tirupparankunram the same is much
reduced in size and is almost compressed in between the
top and bottom cubes,



viz. a squere base and gn octagonal .shaft above as found

at Tiruttangel and Kalugumalai (fig.l).  The corbels {poti«a)
over them, 1n propcrtion to the massiveness oI the ‘
plllars,‘arc massivé blooks with arms either curved or
angular in profilgs. The under srms as well g8 the bevellea
t'aces of the corbsl brackets are often ornamented by a
series of roll-mouldings celled taranga. A plain median
bend is shown 1n the middle of the roll-mouldings as if
holding tnem together. Occaslonglly the median band is
deooraéed with linesar patferns as seen in the SatyagirléVara
cave-temple at Tirumayam., The bevelled faces of the
octagonal mid~fegion usually form sharp right angles with
the projecting corcers of the top and bottom cubes. lus

tne Yoganarasimha cave-temple at Anaimalai, however, the
coraers of the cubes are slightly drawn over the bevelled
faces of the mid-region 1n the form of bud-like projections.
Thus the egrly examples do not show the demarcation of the
various members of the typical south Indian order. However
this simple form underwent-changes subseqdently. The

lower cube {(saduram) was retained ag the base of the pillar
wnlle the octegonal mid-region (kattu) was slightly tapered
and prolonged in shape so as td form tne shalt portion.

The upper part including the top cube along with 1ts abacus

was multplied into several parts viz. phalaka, padms,
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kumbha, tadi, kalada etc., representing the various

members of a typical south Indisn order. The example of
this fully-evolved type 1s seen 1n the pilasters which
occupy the recessed uiches on either side of the sanctum

entrance in the Ladan koil at Anaimalai.

Another noteworthy feature of the Pandya cave-temples
is that they lack the usual cornice decoration over the
facade. The cornice, as seen in meny of the examples,
is & rough projecting ledge of the rock, often crude and
irregular in outline. In some of them, hoWever, they are
well-dressed and occasionally decorated also with a row ol
circular bosses as in the cave-temple at Chokkampatti. On
the‘interior, the cella front wall in many instances shows
a well-moulded plinth comprising seversl horizoutal courscs.
Often the prastara (entablature) is also slightly projecting

from the manpdapa wall.

further meny of the Bép@ya cave-shrines, for instance
at Aneimslel, Kunraxkudl, vVirgsikhamani, Tirupparankunram
etc., display a nuwmber of high-relief sculptures on the

walls of the mandapa. The lmages of the dvargpslas are

usually found on either side of the sanctum entrance. In
some of the cave-temples sculptursal representations of

other divinities such as Ganeda, Kartikéya etc., occupy



the deeply-cut niches cagrved on either side of the facade

as seen at Mahipalanpatti and arittapatti. while high-
relief sculptures, either single or in group, are frequently'
iound, the low-relief sculptures or the relief'-compositions
comparable to thé relief panels of the Pallava cave-temples
at Mahabalipuram are almost absent in the Pandya cave-
temples. Ferhaps with the lone exception or the Subrghmanysa
cave-temple gt Tirupparankunrgm which has low-relilef
sculptures on either side of the facade, no other fé@@ya

cave-temple has any relief-composition whatsoever?7

The dvarapalas of the Paudya cave-temples are all
two-armed and usuglly face tne front. sometimes, one of
them is shown in proiile., 1In every instance they are carvsd
'1n various attitudes with different attires. ror instance,

poth the dvérapélés in Kunrgkkudi cave No.l are shown gs

heavily leaning on g huge club and the one on the right,

. Caps . . 8
has, in adcition, horns of large 51ze§

37. rine bas-relief carvings belonging to the Jaina faith
are found on the rock-boulders at Kalugumalail,
Angimalal ete. but they do not form part of any
architecturse.

38. dorned dvargpala images are found. commnonly in the
fellava cave-Temples and also in the cave-temples gt
HMogalrajapuram and Bhalragvskonda. As the horned
dvaraepalas are found in association wlth particular forms
of Siva, it has been suggested, that they represent ths
Nendi.. AR.SIlk., 1921-22, Pt.i, pp.3 and 4.




Of the 1lmages of the divinities of the Pandya cave-
teﬁplés, the éiva-Nataraja, Lingodhbhava, llerihare,
Vishnu, Brghma, Durga, GeaneSa and also Kartikeya are ‘ j
noteworthy. O0f them, again,. the image of Ganesg seems
to be more common gs it 1s found carved on the mapdsps
walls of the Pilllalyarpatti, Tirumaelsgipuram, Tirupparan-
xunrem cave-temples agnd glso in the side niches of tne
facade at Mahipelanpatti end Arittapatti. ILconographically
the head of Lhe Ganesa 1mage of the randya cave-shrines
looks 1es§ conventionglised and resembles more thaﬁ or
an elephant. Other images are generslly bresented’with
their specific iconographic fixations. Taken as a whols,
the figures of the Pandya cave-temples are flatly conceived
and the génerél treatment is rather heavy. A4s g result,
their bédlly features show an archaic tendency and the
expression 13, rather, blunt due to the thick and heavy

lips and ncses of the images.

FROBLEM OF DATING:-

0f all tne randya cave-excavations that have come to
light so Iar the laniddva.cave-temple at Malayadikkuricai
may, perhaps, be considered as the earliest one. Lt has

39 .
a roundation~inscription which 1s Jdated in the 1l'Vta regnal

39. AR.IE.,.1959-60, No.358.



year of. séniag, the third ruler of the early Pég@ya
dynasty. Séndag, as discussed already, ruled probably
during the first half of the seventh century 4.0, Eence,
10 the Pandinadu, the practice of excavating shrines out
8f live-rock may be said to have had its beginning, if

not earlier, atleast by the first half of the seventh century
4.0, On the other hand the end of the ninth ceﬁtury A.J.
is generally considered as tne 'terminus ad%qu%m' of 9 'L)
rock-cut mode of architecture 1iun tne whole of lndia.

By abogt tentin céntyry A, as~5.K. Saraswati eloquently
puts it, "The structural method with its imuneuse scope

and possiﬁility placed uhllmitgd powers in the hands of
the builders wno had already been acgquainted with its
advaﬁtages over the rock;cut method. It’'is not surprising
therefore, that with the rgpid progress.of the structural
buildings, this archaic rock-cut mode in spite oI its

long use and its peculiar advanteges would in the end
become obsolete"%o Thus, naving A.0. seventh oentgry and
4,D. tenth centﬁry as the upper and lower limits, we may
tentatively assign all the rock-cut excavations of
fandinadu ‘to the tnree intervening centurics. Here agaln,

barring the Yogauarasimha cave-temple at Aneimglal and tne

40. R.C. Majumdar (ed.), History and Culture of the Inaian
Feople, Vol,III, Classical Age, p.449.
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subreghmanye cave-temple at Tirupparankunrem which have
foundation—inscrlptions.quoting the Kall era., the precise
date of the excavation of other cagve-temples 1s not possible
to determine at present, Hencé the study of tho randya
rock~cut shrines cannot be made on a strict chronological
order. 1In the absence of chronological order, the only
reliagble way to study them 1s to apply a barticular art
nistorical methodology invblving a preclse analysis of

the development of their plans.

CLASSIrICATION OF THY PANDYA ROCK-CUT TmMPLss ;-

Broadly speaking, all the rock-cut shrines of the
Pandinadu fell under two broad categories viz:-

#) Shrines excaveted in granite stone and

B) Cells excavaced in sandstune and used generally
for the residentisl purposes%l
The extant e#amples of the first group are, indeed,

many 1n nuwgber showing varied types of plans and reatures.

The examples of the second group sre comparatively few -

41. The practice of excavating cells on “the rock for
regidentigl purposes wags first started by the Buddist
and Jain peoplé agll over India. A4S monastic establish-
ment was glien to the early Brehmauism, the brahmanical
rock-cutters didnot favour the idea of excavabting cells
out of rock. However the cutting of cave-resorts was
not absolutely unknown i1n the extreme south, as proved
by these examples found in the réndinzdu. All these
cells were probably usséd by saivite sanyasls.



91

their totel number being only six - and all of them are

located in tae particular region of Tiruchendur taluk.

. It has, beepn suggested42 that all the granite
cave~temples of the Pandinadu may be classified 1iiito
rive distinct types, as given below, on the basis of

their plan and lay-out (Fig.2).

Group 4

- Type 1 - Cave-temples consisting of a simple squarish
sarnctum sometimes with g semblance 0I. a porch
or verandsh iu front.

Type .Il - Cave-temples cuvaslisting ol a simple squarish

sanctum with a well-defined pillered porch or

43
mukha~mngndapa in front.

42. H. Sarkar, Damilica, Vol.I, pp.78-79.

45, Sometimes this front pillared porch is called the

- ardhamandapa as 1t immediately precedes the sagnctum.
however the lamll inscriptions at Ansimalal and Sittanna-
vasal rock-cus temples ,which are datable to A.D. 770 and
to the middle of the ninth century A.D. respectively,
mention the front pillared porch as the mukhg-mandapa
even theough it 1s immedilately in front. of, the sanctum
(31I., Vol.xIV, Nos.l1l,2 end 45). Purther.the term
ardhemandepa seems to be more gppropriate only when
there 1s a2 mandapa preceding 1t i1n front as in the lype _I1I.
Hence the term mukhg-mandspa or the front mandapa is
preferred to describe the front pillared porches of
the rock-cut cave-temples, -
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Type III - One celled shrine in the centre of the excavation

wlth well-defined ardha- and mukha-mandapa and

having tour pillars arranged variably.
Type 1V - Cave-temples consisting ot an oblong front
maﬁdaga witn a shrine at one of 1ts shorter sides.
Type V - Cave-temples consisting of an oblong front

mandapa with shrine cells oun all the three sides.

Group B
The plan and lgy-out of the extant exgmples of
the sandstone cave-resorts are fundamentally |
dirferent from those of the Group A and hence
they may be taken to represent an altogether

distinet type.

The order in which the types have been given above,
however, does not mean any chfonological sequence between
the examples of esach type. Thus, for instance, all the
examples of the Type L are not to be tegken as preceding
in date to the subsequent types. Some might have
precededj some are obviously not. The egrlier types were
continued to be excavated even after the subsequent develop-
ment of the forms and plans. For lnstance, barely an
interval of three years separates the‘two important dated

randya rock-cut temples viz. the YO0ganarasimha 'temple
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at anaimalal (4.D, 770) and subrasnmanya temple at
Tlruppérankunram (A.D. 773); yet the former is an example
of the Type II while the latter represents tne Type v
wnhich is the most evolved of gll the tjpes or the randya
cave-temples. Similar instances could be multiplicd wnich

would only sug.est that the rocx-arcnitecture Jid not
&4

progress strictly in an evolutionary order i1a tne ragdingau:
with this vackground we mgy now proceed upon Lo tne

Type-wise description vl tne monuments.

TY P ow L

Cave-tenples consisting oi a simple squarisch cell
sousetimes with a semblance of a porcn in front are commonly
found 1n the southern region or the river Kaveri. asxamples
of tgis type 11 the randinedu are rouuw at uanipalanyatti,
1ruchuli and Piranmalai in hamanathapursm district;
alayekxovil and Tirumayem in Puduxkkottal district; dunnattur
and Arittapatbti in sadurai district. sSimilar type of

cave-temples are aglso found at Malayadipatti, warattawnalal

44, In 1act the randya rock-cutters nau a nwaver ol 'models!
before tuaem in tue conteuporary rallava and Chalukya
cave-temples. dence tney could pilck anu choose tneir own
without having the necessity to go through the various
developmental stages by themselves. Thelr only problean
was thne tacxling of tne nard rock-material upon which
they hed to work. when once they succeeded in it, Irom
cut-in cave-temples they could straight away thnink of
carving out a monolithic temple at Kelugumelal witnout
golng through the intermediate 'ratig' stages.



stc., in fhe Muttaéﬁyar region and aglso at Bhutapsandi,
Tuvarangudi and Alegiyapandipuram (all in Kenyakumeri
district) in the aﬂéient ﬁy.territory?5 In the Pallava
region, thié type 18 rare and ;s.represented by only two

eXamples at Kilmavilengai and Vallam%6

Turning to the examples of the Pandinadu none of the.
above mentloned examples: has any epigraphical evidences
with which their actugl date of excgvation can be precisly
fixed. However the simplicity of their plan and the
elementary design are quite tempting to consider theﬁ as
the early experimentations in the rocx-cut mode of archi-
tecture in the Pé@éinédu.' Architecturslly, these one-celled
shrines do not conform to the popular mandaps type of the
cave-temples. Their imporfance, however, lies in the fact
that they simulate more or less the elementary type of
structural shrines having a square sanctum with or without

a porch.

— — I . '
KULAShKHERESVARA CAVE-TEMPLE AT MAHIPALANPATTI
. 1 .
‘ fMiahipglanpattl is a small village situated gt a distance

of gpproximately 10 kms from Tiruppattur on Iliruppattur-Chevvur

45, ror a brief account of tne cave-temples of tne Ay territory

referencs may'be made to H. Sarkar, Monuments of Kerala,
1973, pp.R0-22. _

46. £.8. Srinivasan, Cave-Temples of the Pallavas, pp.l130,
132 and 134. ‘
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bus route in Ramansthapuram distriet. The smell and simple .
shrine of Kulasekhergsvara (£1.V) at sishipalanpatti is found
excavated on one of the rocky hillocks lying on the road-
side at a distance of 1.5 kms from the village.‘ racing the
west, the cavo-temple has been excavated on a huge rock

boulder. . v

The vertical surface has been obﬁalned by cutting the
rock Lo a dedth of gpproximately 1.5 metre at the top and
1.2 metre at the bottom. The top ledge of the overhanging
boulder, has. been left wltnout further cutting and serves
as the cornice. fhe total height of the fecade is approxi-
mately 1.8 metre. Tne entrance to the sanctum is obtained
by a small flight of three steps:flanked by parapets. The
wgll of the sanctum shows sgltogether four pilesters, two on
elther side of the entrance.forming a shallow recegsion
between thém. The pllasters are sqguare at the top and bottom
and octagon in the mid-region and are .cspped by simple
bevelied corbels. The base of the wagll shows g well-mouldad
plinth comprised of horizontal courses. The entrance to tae sanc-
tum 1s cut. in between the two inner pilasters, the pilasters
thus forming the door-jambs and the beam over them, the

lintel. 're pranala (i.e..the water outlet) is cut gt the
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bottom of the right Wall%v, Inside the square sanctum

the centre is occupled by a rock-cut linga on a square base.

On the exterior, the cutting of the grooves in a
triangular shepe forming a sort of roof over the shrine,
at once, recalls the Draupati rathe at Mahabalipuram.
Evidently the above shape is a rock-version of the thatched
structures of the village communities. On the right side
of the cave-temple, a swvated image'of Ganesa 18 carved

and housed in a highly-recessed niche on the rock.

\
SIVA CAVE-TEJPLE (EASTERN) AT MALAYAKKOVIL '

Malayekkovil is a small hamlet situated at a distance
of 10 kms from Namanagsamudram Reilway station and 2 kms from
Nachchandupatti in Tirumaysm taluk. Two rock-cut shrines -
one -small and the other large - are‘found excavated on the
rocky$nillocks lying scattered at this site. Ou plan, the /h
smagller one conforms to the Type 1 of ﬁhe Pandya cave-temples

whereas the other belongs to the Type 1V.

?
The small cave-shrine, dedicated to Siva, is excavated
on the eastern face of a huge rock-boulder which rises almost

perpendicularly. Hence no deep cutting has been required to

47. The term right and left are used in this work from the
point of view of {ne monuments and not from the point
of view of the spectator who stands oppogite'to tine
monument. -
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obtaln the vertical surface. On plan and features, this
cave-shrine resembles very much the Mahipalanpatti cave-
temple described above. The %otal height of the racgde is
2.4 metres with an entrance door-ﬁay in the centre. On
eilther side of the sanctﬁm éntrance, the wall surfece shows
a pair of pilasters forming s shallow recession between
them, The pllasters are square at the top and bottom

with an octagon mid-region. At the basement the sanctum

wall shows a few courses of horizontal mouldings,

The shrine entrance is cut in between the two inner
pilasters which form its door-jambs also. Inside the
sanctum the centre is occupled by a rock-cut lihga. 1t is

noteworthy that the lingapitha is not the usual square but

octagoﬁﬁih shepe. To the left of liﬁgapi%ha is cut a cistern ¢
on the floor. On .the exterior grooves have been cut over

the snrine in g triangular shape as seen at Mahipalanpétti.

On the right .wall of the c;ve—temple there is a label

and also a.frggmentary inscription, both engraved in early

character-sé.l8

/
SIVA CAVE-TEMPLE AT TIRUMAYAM -

The next example of the Type I is found at Tirumayam

wnich 1s a taluk head-quarter in Pudukkottal dastreict. At

48, Inscriptions of the Pudukkottai state (Texts), No.4.
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this town there 1s a rock-fort, locally called the ’6ma1yyag
Kottai!'. There are altogether three rock-cut excavations
inside the rock-fort, all of which are assignable to the
period ot our study. Of tnem, the éiVa cave-shrine found
at the top of the fort falls‘under the Type llor the ’

Pandya cave-temples.

This single-celled cave-shfine has been excavated on
the western face of a steep rock-boulder at a height of
more than 4.5 metres “rom the ground level, How this heigat
was originally negotliated to approach the shrine is not

known at present.

The plan of the shrine consists of an almost square
sanctum with a rock-cut linga occupying its centre. The
sanctum megsures approximetely 2.8m x 2.7m. As the rock .
face itself 18 almost perpendicular no chiselling has been
reqguilred on the exterior face of the rocK.' All tnat is
carved on the exterior is an entrance (measuring 1.9 umetres
in height and 0.9 metre in width) afound which rdns a
course of straight band parallel to the line of the door-
jambs and the lintel. Further to this stralght band, on
either side of the entrance, are seen two rows of narrow
grooves cut vertically at fegular intervals. At the bottom

of the groove lines on either side is carved an architectursal

motif.
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Inside the sanctum the square base from which the
1iéga emerges has Interesting features. It consists ot
several courses of horizontal mouldings siwmllar to the

jagati, kumude, kanpha and the pattika. On the right side

or the Qvua@aiyér a gana figure 1s carved below the spout

of the linge and down below a cistern is cut on the floor

to receilve the ceremonical waters.

STVA CAVE-THUAPLAS AT KUNNALTUR

The village Kunnasttur is situated at a Jdistance of
18 kms from Madural on Madurai-Sivaganga bus route. Two
rock-cut shrines, both of them dedicated to Siva, are
found ezcaVated'on the rock-boulders which lie on the

road-side between Varichiyur and Kunnattur.

The ceve No.l (Pl.VI), locally known as Asthagiri, is
excavated on a rock which lies just on the rbad—side, I'acing
the east., 'ne verﬁical sufface is obtained bﬁ cutting the
rock to a aeptn of ap?roximately 2 metres‘at the bottom and
0.68 metre at the top.and the projecting upper ledge of the
rock forms the porch to the shrine. The sanctum wall, as in
the cave-temple at Mahipalsnpatti, has four pilasters, two
on either side of the sanctum entrance. The pilasters
consist of two cubical parts at the top and bottom with an

octagon mid-region. The cubical parisof the pilasters carry
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circular medgllions on them. The entrance to the sanctum
is cut in tetween the two inner pilasters; 1he interior of
the - square sanctum houses a rock-cut linga on a square
pedestal. To the left of the lifga, a cistern is cut on
the floor to receive the gbhishéksg water. Un either side

of the ganctum entrance, the images . of dvarapalas are

seen in the shallow recessions formed by the pillasters.

Both of them stand on crossed legs. The dvéragéla on the

right 1s shown resting both his hands on a huge maze while
his counterpart on the left 1s shown with folded hands.

On the right wall of the porch in front ls seen a damaged
image of Genesa in a shallow recession. Opposlite to the

senctum 1s seated a Nandi figure carved out of a separate

stone.

The cave No.2 (Fig.3,PL.VII), looally'kndwn aé Udayagiri,
is not far from ceve Wo.l and it marks a notable advancement
on plan over the latter. Here. the vertical surface éf the
rock has been obtained by cutting 1t to a depth of about
2.5 metres at the bottom and 0.3 mefre éf the top. Owing
to the bulging of the rock, the cutting has been deeper on
the northern side. Facing the west, the plan of the cave-
temple consists of a square sanctum (measuring 2.6 metres

a side) and a small porch in front measuring 0.43 metre in
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width. The facade is formed of two pilasters in antis

of which the northern one is, as'usual; square at the
bottom and top with a chamfered mid-region and is provided
with a curvea corbel of taraéga type. The southern .
pllaster, on the other hand, is plein from the bottom to

top and is capped with a plain curved corbel. Over the
Acorbels are seen g pair of well projected moulaings running
horizontglly of which the outer one forms the cornice of

the facade. On the northern side of the facade, the rock
surface has been decorated with an architectural replice
which 18 rather an unique feature not to be met with in

any other example of the early Pandya cave-temples. The
replica shows a shrine with a moulded plinth and a two=-tiered
superstructure supported by a palr of pillars. The corres-
ponding side on the south glso éhows recessed spaces on its
surface but the work seems to have been left incomplete here.
another noteworthy feature of this cave-temple is that on
elther side of the sanctum entrance are seen several courses
of verticael bands running parallel to the door-jambs. The
interior of ‘the sanctum has a rock-cut lifga on a sqguare
pédastal. No -.cistern or pranila 1s found inside the ssanctum.
The cave-temple has no sculptures but as in the previous
example a detached Nandl figure is seen in front of the

sanctum.
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4 .
SIVA CAVE-TIIPLE AT ARITTAPATTI

Arittapatti is a small.village situated at g distance
of 20 kms from Madural and 8 kms from Chittampatti which
lies on Wadurgi-Melur high road. To the west of Arittapatti,
at a dis tance of one kilometre, are found g groub of rocky
hillocks surrounded by green paddy flelds and lakes. 4gainst
thg'plcturesque bacxground, the éiva cave-temple 1s found on \3]
the western face of a huge rock-boulder on one of the

hillocks.

>

The cave-templs at Arittapatti (Fig.4; rl.VIII), 1ocall§
known as !'Idaichi Mandapam', is a well-preserved example
of the Type I of the Pandya cave-temples. As the rock itselfl
rises glmost perpendicularly, no deep cutting has ceen
needed to prepare the surface for the execution of the
ca%e—temple. The facade of the cave is,forméd of & pair of V7
pllasters facing the front and supporting e well-merked
beam or  architrave over them. The pilasters are tetragonal
in sectlon. On either side of the pilasters 1s seen a decvply-
cut niche containing the seated images of Kartikeye (?) and
Ganeda on vhe northern and southern sides respectively.
The nicheé are formed by two pilasters .which support a plain
lintel over them. Above the lintel runs a thin moulding

which bounds it at the top. A little interior to the pilasters
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of the facade are seen, sgein, a palr of pillasters 1ln entls.
These pilasters are also tetragonel in section but are

provided with tarafgapotiks. In the middle of the roll-

mouldings runs a median band (pajta) as if holding them

together. The corbels support a well-dressed beam which
is bounded at the top by a thin projected moulding. This
moulding runs along the sides also as a demercating line

between the outer and inner pilasters of the facade.

On plan the interior consists of a square sanctum
with a well-defined oblong porch in front (megsuring 3m x 1.5u).
The entrance to the sanctum is obtained by a door-way which
>

is flanked on either side by a peir of neatfly sxecuted

dvarapalas. The sanctum interior shows a rock-cut linga

on a circular base. To the right of ‘the linga, a small
cistern is cut on the floor from which a narrow drain runs
out butting chrough the sanctum front wéll and the porch.

On the exterior, about 0.6 metre above the facade 1s cut a
row of mortise holes and over the line of these holes is éuﬁ
a chase upon fhe centre or the facade®® The purpose: of
these holes is not ciear. Further a set of five iron

hofks are seen inserted on the rock at regular intervals O]??
£

49. The VasanteSveram cave-temple gt Vallam has a similar
row of mortise holes over the facade. k.K. Srinivasan,
Cave~Temd>les oI the Pallavas, P1.XI.
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Immediately below the line of the holes.
As regards the images of the divinites, both the
figures which occupy the niches on either side of the -
~facadé, are carved in very high relief. Of them, the
image of Ganesa 18 snown as seated in padmasana. The

deity 1s four-armed with 1ts proboscis turned to the right

end 1s sdorned with yajnopavita and udargbandag. The
imege on the northern niche is seated in sukasana with
the left leg resting on the seat and the right hanging

down below. The right hand is kept on the right thigh

wnereas the left holds a danda. 4 thick yejnopavita
rung over the right hand and the left shoulder. The other
ornamentation of the image includes elaboraté egr-rings,

anklets and the jatamakuta.

TYPE II

The cave-temples consisting of a squarisch sanctum

with a well defined pillared porch or mukhémandapa in front

have been a popular type in all the regilons of the south
- 7
and in the Pandinadu also, tnls is the most dominating type ,% '
e . 4 bl
of all. 1In the cave~temples of this type, often the floor
level on wnich the pillars as well gs the pilasters of the

facade are set 1s few centimetres higher thar the level of

the front mapdapa. Thils difference in floor level demgrcates
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the mukKhamahdapa from the narrow platform in front.

Important examples of this type in the randinadu are found
at Malayedikiurichl, Anaimslai, Kunrakkudi, Virasikhamani,
Anaiyur, Tiruttangal and also gt Sittannavasal and Tiru-
gokarnam. Of them, the last mentioned two sites are located _
in the ﬁgripheral region of the traditional Pﬁg@ya country.
Fortunetely three of the gbove mentioned cave-temples
contain important eplgraphical records 6f the early randy a
kings which are particularly helpful to fix the probable
‘date of their excavation. For the conveniencé of study

we mgy first desl with those cave-temples which are datgble
on the basis of inscriptional evidences and then pass on

to other examples of the same type.

MAHADEVA CAVE-TEMrLE AT WALAYADIKKURICHI

Malayadikkuricnl, as indicated by the ngme, is a
small village situated at . .the foot of g hill, at a Jdistance
of iO kms from Sankaranaingrkoil in Tirunelveli district.
The cave-temple of Siva 1s found excavéted on the hill'

near the village.

' In any study of the Pandya rock-architecture, the
importance of the Malayadikkurichi cave-temple (Fig.5; Pl.IA)
can hardly be over-emphasised on account of the fact that

the earliest inscription of the early Pandyas known so far,
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is found in this cave-temple only. The inscri?tion5o

walch wgs discovered in the year 1959, 1s engraved on.
the corbel of the southern pillgr of the cavé—temple.

It is dated in the 17th regnal year of the Pandya king
Mgren sS8ndan, the third ruler of the VBlvikudl grant,
who probably ruled in the first hell of the seventh
century A.0. As bto the contents of the inscription,it
states that the 'stone temple’Sl was cauéed to 5@ made
by a certain 3atten Eran whno hed the title Pandimaigala-
vadiagrasan a3 the headman of Sevur, under the orders of
. Ifaran sénden. Hence the date of excavation of the cave-
temple at Melayadikkurichi may safely be assigned to a
period not later than the second quartér of the seventh

century A.D.

The cavs-temple has been excavated on the eastern
face of a whale-back shsped rock on the hill. 4s the scarp
is more or less vVertical, the cutting of the rock has not
been very desp to obtaln the even surface required for the
excavation of the cave-temple. The céve-temple has been
added with a structural mapdspa in recent times ana hence,

it 18 dirficalt to ascertain how the facade appeared

50. AH.IE., 1959-60, lo.358.
51. Ibid., 1959-80, p.24.
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originally. However there seems to have been no cornice
&

(kgpdta) decoration over the facade.

The Tacade of this modergtely proportioned cave-
temple, 1s formed of a pealr of pillars and pilasters
which are eguidistant. They are comprised of three
sections nameiy, square at the top and bottom and octagon
in the mid—region; The lower cube 1s slightly more in
height than the uppér one. wxcept the inner sides, all
the other sides of the upper cubos of both pillars and
pilasters are decorated with circulgr medallions. The
pillars as well as the pililasters are provided with curyed
corbels. The curved gzrms of the corbels are decorated
with roll-mouldings. The roll-mouldings, at elther end,

are fastened into a loop pattern.

On plan the interior consists of a sanctum (measuring
1.65m x 1.5m) fronted by a rectangular mandapa. The
ganctum front wall which projects a little into the mandegpa
shows a well moulded plinth comprised of severzl horizontal
courses. On either side of the sanctum entrance are seen
two narrow, rectanguler niches which are bounded at the
top by a’'pair of expanding mouldings end surmounted by a
drooping cornice gbove., Qver the cornice 1s seen a recessed

moulding decorated with rafter-like projections at regular
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intervals. Thls recessed moulding iIs bounded at the top
by a thin projected moulding. The niches show traces of

two standing imeges, probably of dvarapalas, wnich have

been erased out completely. The lintel over the sanctum 4
entrance is extended well beyond the door-jembs on either
side and is Gecorated with a foliated torapa design. The
foliages are shown as spanning from a ring in the centre

of the lintel and extend well beyond the door-jambs on
either side, Inside the ring and on the curves of the
foliage on elther sgide are seen altogether three tiny seated
figures in bas-relief. The torana design, undoubtedly,

adds elegance to the entlre scheme of sanctum entrance.

On either side of the sanctum front wall are seen traces

of two relier sculptures on. the back wall of the mandaps
which however, for reasons unknown atb preéent, have been
completely srased out msking thelr identificatlon glmost

—————

imposgsible.

The entzy into the sanctum is obtgined through a small
flight of steps. 4 linga placed on a square pedestal
occupies the centre of the sanctum and 1t is not rocsg-cut
but intact. This is rgther unususgl iIn view of the fact ,?

p———

that the principal image which occupies the sanctum in the
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Pandya cave-temoles is elways cut on the same rock 1tselfo?

Likewise no origingl water outlet is found inside the

sanctum,nor even the usugl cistern cut on the floor of

the sanctum as found In many of the Pandya cave shrines.

Notwitnstanding these unusual features, the Mahadéva

cave-temple at Malayadikkurichi is uncoubtedly an important

landmerk in the history of rock-cut architecture of the

pandinzdu. In its balanced proportion, in the pleasing

treatment of the pillar capitals, in its decorative

features and ebove all in its good finlsh, the llalgyadi-

kixurichl cave~temple clearly testifies to the fact that

the rock-cut mode of architecture had its beginnings in

the randinadu much earlier than the second quarter of the

seventh century 4.D.

CAVe-TEMPLES AT ANATWALATI

approximately 10 kms to the east of ladurgi city is

found a small hillock called the 'Anaimalai‘?s The place

52.

Further the foundetion inscription does not mention the
name of The God which is mentioned only in the later
inscriptions of the cave-shrine. And also all the
sculyotures inside the shrine have been ergsed out. On
account of these reésons, K., Srinlvasan 1s of the

opinion that 1t was first excavated probably as a Jaln
cave-temple and lszter converted into g Saivite cave-tenple.
His unpublished paper on 'Malayadik«uricni cave-temple'
read eti the Pandyan Seminer held at Madurai University,l871.

53. As the hillock agppears in the shape of a seated

elephant with its trunk stretched in between tHe front
legs, it is popularly called as 'Anaimalai'. Ansgi in
Tamil meens elephant and malal means mountain.
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seems to have been a prolific centre of th? Jains during
the early times. Tﬂis is indicated by the presénce of
Jain caverns gdorned with bas-reliefl sculptures of Jain
pantheon and also by the earllerahmi inscriptionsg found
engraved on the hill. On the steep nortnern side of this
hillock, are found two rock-cut shrines, excavated side
by side. Of them, one is dealcated tolﬁishnu and

enshrines the image of YSganafasimha and the other, locally

called the Ladgn-koil, is probably dedicated to Subrahmanya.

YOGANARASIWMHA CAVE-TEMPLE

Of the two cave-temples, the Vishnu cave-temple (Pl.Xa)
deserves our attention first on account of the fact that
it contains two fbundation-inscriptions§4 of wnich onse
mentions also the date of its excavation. The two related
inscriptions - one in the early Grantha script and the
other in the Tamil Va?te}utéu - are found engraved on the
niches on either side of the sanctum entrance. The nall
~year 3371 (equivalent to AD, 770) is quoted in the
Senskrit inscription for the Bép@ya king whose name 1s
mentioned és rerantaka and glso called as Méfanjaqaiyaﬁ
in the Tamil inscription. This Par@ntaka alias Marafl-

jadalyan, as already discussed (ante. p.36), is identifigble

54. Ep. Ind., Vol.VIII, :p.317; SII., Vol.XIV, Nos.l and 2.
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with Jetila Parantaka Nedufijedaiyan, the donor of the
velvikudi grant. 4n imoortsent landmark 1s, thus, provided
by these two Inscristions in the chronology of the early
féggyas. Incidentally this is the second rock-cut siorine
of the randingdu which can definitely be attributed to
royal patronage. Chronologically tnis cave-temple 1s
separated from the Walayadikkurichi cave-temple by a'
margin of more than hundred years and with regard to the
monuments of the intervening period, we are unfortunately
still kept 1n dark. ‘

As to the contents of the inscriptions,ﬁit is stated
that a certain MErahgari aligs Mﬁvéndaméﬁgalapéraraiyag,

a Vaidys of Karavandapura (alias Kalekkudi) who was the

uttaramantri of the randya king began the excavation of
a rock-cut temple for Vishnu. But as he died subsequently,
the work was completed by his brother liaran Eyinan alias
rﬁp@imaﬁgalavisaiaraing who succeeded him in the office
of the minister. Maran syinan is sald to have added the

. . 55
mukhamendapa and also performed the consecration ceremony.

Facing the west, the cave temple has been excavated
on the rock at a height of about 1.2 metre from the ground
level. 1In order to obtain the vertical surface the rock

has been cut to a depth of 2.1 metre at the bottom and

55. Ibid.
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0.75 metre as the top. The cave-temple has subsequently

NG
s A4 PR . - 0
been added, with structures such as mandspas and portico a

end as 1t stands to-day, the entire cave-shrine forms the

garbhagriha and grdhamandspa of the larger tehple.

The facade of the cave-temple is formed of a psair
of pillars and pilasters which are massive agnd thickly set.
he pil;ars and pilasters are placed at equal distancs.
As usual they consist of three sections namely square at
the top end bottom and octagon in the mid-region. It 1is
noteworthy that the cubical sides of the pillars as well
as the pilasters, unlike those at lalgysdikkurichi, aré
dsvoild of the circular medagllions and are left plaint.)6
S3imilarly thsz pillars are provided with simple end plain
curved corbels resembling the shape of a boat. The
corbels, howéver, are,not in proportion to the size and

mezssiveness of the pillars. Over the facvade In over-

nanging ledgs of the rock forms the cornice.

The Iinterior of the cave-temple consists of a square
sanctum and a rectangular mandape in front. The sanctum

front wall snows a well moulded plinth comprised of several

56. It is ratner surprising that the Ansimalai Vishnu cgve-
temple wnich was excavated nearly 130 years af'ter
Malayadikkurichl cave-temple, instead ol showing
further advancements, displays a retrogradation in
matters of decoragtive detalls. This, however, 1is one
more irstence of the stylistic anamply found among the o]
dated Fandya cave-temples.

|
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horizontel courses. On elther side of the sanctum
entrance are seen two shgllow niches which carry tle
Sanskrit and the Tamil inscriptions on the right and left
sides resbectively. The entrance to the sanctum is
obtained through a small flight of stepé from the mandapa.
The sanctum has a forceful representation of Vishnu in
Yoganarassimha form which is carved in bold relief

agalnst the back wall.

LADAN-KOIL OR SUBRAHMANYA CAVE-TEMLLE

The Ladan k3il or Subrghmanya cave-temple (Pls.Xb and £Ia),
found adjacent to the ¥O0ganarasimha cave-temple is also

assignable to a period'nOt much later than the latter.

Thoﬁgh resembling the Ydganarasimhg cave-temple in
its plan and general lay-out, the Ladan k81l, nevertheless,
displays many new fegtures, some of which are rather unique.
The vertical surfgce has been obtglinea to excavate tne
cave-temple by cutting the rock approximstely 2.l metres
at the bottom and 0.6 metre at the top. The floor of the
cave-proper is cut at a height of approximately 1.5 iletres
from the ground level. This height is negotiated through
a double stairway (sOpana), each side of wnich congists of
five steps and both meet at a level on par with the floor

level of the mgggaga. The exterior Wall_of the staircase

v
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shows g niche in the centre contelning the image of
Ganesa. Thcugh many of the Pandya cave-temples are

found excaveted at a considergble height from the ground
level, none of them shows g similar type of access to
their gggégggg?v And in this respect, the double stalrway

‘approach o the Ladan k0il stands out as an exception.

The facade of the cagve-temple 1s formed of g pair of
pillars and pilasters which are, as usual, square at the
bottom and top ana octggon in the mid-region. All thne
cublcal sides of the pillars as well gs the pilasters
are decorgted with circular medagllions. The corbels
over them are of bevelled type aﬁd the bevelled faces
are ornamenved with roll-mouldings (tarahgs) along with
a median band running in between them. Over the facade
is cut a horizontal groove line which forms the cornice

of the cave-temple.

The interior of the shrine consists of a rsctangular
sanctum froated by a mandaps which is also rectangular in
dimension. The sanctum front wall is projected into the

mendapa and shows g well moulded plinth with severgl

57. In fect some of them do not have any arrangement ct
all, not even the .usunl flight of steps. However,
the Orukal mandgpam at Tirukkslukkunram which is
attributed to the period of Naragsimhgvaerman I Mamalla,
has a similar type of doublé stair-case arrangement
K.R. Srinivesan, Cave-Temples of the Pallavas, rPLl.XXVIL.
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horizontal courses. The basement supports a pair of
bilasters on either side of the ssnctum entrance and they
rise upto tne level of the lintel forming a rectangular
recession on the wall between them. The pilasters are
square at the bottom, octagdn in the mid-region with
squat figure of dwarfs occupying their top. The cubical
sides are decorated with circular medellions. The
recessions batween the pilasters on both sides contain
two more pilasters which show all the component parts

of a fully-evolved south Indian order such as ths Kalaéa,

tadi, kumbha, padma, palagal etc. The palagai (abacus)

over the left pilaster is occupiled by a peacock while

a cock 1s secn over the pslagali of the right pilaster.
All the sides of the oblong mandapa sre also adorned with
figure sculptures. Un the back wall of the ﬁandapa are
seen two images probablf of devotees in deeply cut niches.
The image (P1.XIb) on the left is a little stout and holds
a bunch of flowers in the right hand while the left arm
rests on the hip. The figure on the right (PI.XIIa) is
scentlly dressed and holds a bunch of flowers in the left
hend while the right hand rests on the hip. Un the left
wgll of the mandapa 1s seen another figure (PLl.XIb) wnich

is kneeling down on its right leg end the right hend is
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polnting to the deity inside the saﬁctum. Opposite to 1t,
on the right wall is secen a much mutilated image of wiiich

nothing can be made out gt present.

Inside the senctum, against ‘the back wall, there runs

a narrow stone bench on. which the principal deitles, ldenti-
d58‘

fie with Lord Subrshmanya and his consort Devasena, or
P hd = -

are seated (P1.XIIb). On the norﬁhern face of the rock,
there 1s a Temil Vatteluttu imscription  in eighth century.
characters. According to i1ts contents, the cave-temple was
renewed by = saint called Nembiranpatta Som&sl Parlvirajakar

of Vappakkurichi.

éIVA CAVE-TEEPLES AT SUNRAKKUDI

Kunrakkudi, also known as Kunnakkudi, .is a small village,
situated at a distance of 12 kms from Xaralikudl in samanatha-
puram district. In the centre of the village 1s |
féund a smeil hillock on the top of which is situated one
of the famous temples of Lord Subrahnanya. This hillock was,
perhaps, once a Jain resort and this is borne out by the
presence of stone oveds gnd Brahmil inscriptions on the

rocks at the top. At the foot of this hillock are found

58. C.sivaramamurti, Kalugumalal gnd Early Pandys Hock-cut
Shrines, p.35. In fact, the presence of the peacock
and cock on either side of the sanctum entrance give
strong support to this identification as the gbove
birds are the vahanag and flag-symbol ol the Lord.

21t



121

three rock-cut cave-temples, all excavated in a row and

2
/ \
dedicated to Siva. The caveitemples have been. subsequently iﬁk%ﬁj

e

added with a structurel pillared mandapa erected at a later(¥

period (rl.XIII).

Consisting of a square sanctum With a rectangular
mandapa in front, all the three cave-temples at funrakkudl
fall under the Type II of the Pandya céve~ﬁemples. 0f themn,
the cave No.l (I'ig.6), on account of its superior finish
and decoration deserves our attention first. To obtain
thé vertical surface, the rock hgs been cut to a depth pf
approximgtely one metre at the top and .bottom. The over-
heanging ledgs of the rock, having been left without further
chiselling or decoration gives the appear%nce of a porch 091
in rront. The under surrace ol the ledge 1s, however well
dressed. On elther side of this porch are seen a pair of

dvarapalas, both facing each other. Both the images are

sturdy aﬁd heavily ornamented and are shown resting their
right nand on a huge maze and the left over the nip. Of
them the one on the lef't is horned also. A little further
to the cast of the-dvéragéla on the right side 1s secn a
standing figure with four arms (Subrshmanye?). Un the

H

opposite, in the same position is found the image of Gaﬁeﬁa. QZé}

The facade of the cavéutemple is formed of a pair of



| o +BTd

; /// ,/// r/
/ .
m - BN , Jl
IGANMYHNON

S N— A-F1dWIL AV VAIS




123

plllars and pilasters placed at equal distance. They are’
s6t on a.level which isvfew centimstres nigher than the
floor level of the platforﬁ in tront ghd fhis difterence
in level forms the demarcating line between tne front
mandapa and the porch. 'the pillars, as usual, are square.
‘at the top and bottom and octagoﬁ*in the mid-region. The
pilasters, on the other hand,vare uniformly square in
section from the base to top. The corbel over the pilllars

is a massive olock of stone with arms angular in profile.

The interior of the mandaba 18 replete% with a number %
or high-relief sculptures on all the sides of the walls.
On the rignt‘wall of the mandapa 1s carved the panel of
Garudantikas. The Vishnu is shown with Tour hands; the
upper ones are carrying sankha and cakra; the lower right
hand is on the hip; the left elbow rests on the shoulder
ol the attendant Garula. On the back wall of the mandespa, - 4
to tne right of the sanctum entrance, 1s depiéted the
Gfeat Tried with Lingapﬁr?adéva in the centre and Brahma n
and Vishnu on either side. To the left of the sanctum
entrance are carved two sculptures namely an eight-armed
Durg& standing on a Buflglo-head and an image of four-
armed Harihars. On tke left wall of the mandapa, is found

an excellent representation of the eight-armed Siva—ha%ar;ja.{xaj
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The right leg of the dancing God is- bent and held on tip-
toe behind the left leg. There 1s no apasmara beneath the
foot. TUnfortunately, all the gbove sculptures are crudely

plastered and painted over in recent times.

The entrance to the sanctum is obtalned by'é small
flight of steps from the mandapa and the square sanctum
which measures threé retres a side, is occupied by a
huge rock-cut lifhga on a square pedastal in the centre.

No pranala is found inside the sanctum.

The cave-temple N§.2 resembles verj much the cavo-
temple No.l in 1ts plan and other features but the sculptures
gre far less in number here. Besides a pair of dvéfapéla
images on elther side of the front porch, there is only
one panel of Garu%éntika on the right wall of the mandapa. %{
The cave-temple No.3, again, 1s much the same as the apove

two but 1t has no sculptures whatsoever, not even the

dvarapelas. A4ll the fhree cave-temples conbtaln dongtive

inscriptions belonging to the time of the later randya

rﬁlers?g

KAILASANATHA CAVE-TEMPLE AT VIRASTKHAMANI

Virasikhamani is & small village located at a distance
- of 2 kas from Sendamaram In Tirunelveli district. The

rock-cut shrine of éiVa (P1.XIV) i1s found excavated on the

59. 81II., Vol.XIV, Nos.204,217,219 and 266,



eastern face of a small hillock lying near the village.
Not very far from Virasikhamani is found another important
rock-cut shrine at [irumalaipuram Which-falls under the

Type IV of the Pandya rock-cut shrines.

Facing the east, the Siva cave-témple at Virasiknamani,
on plan and features, resembles the other examples of the G
Type IIL described above., The vertical éurface of the
rock has been obtained by cutting it into a depth of
approximately 0.9 metre at the bottom and about 0.5 metre
at the top. The floor level of the mandapa is cut at a
height of 0.9 metre from the mean ground level. The base
thus formed is decorated.with recessed horizontal mouldings.
The entrance to’the mandgpa is8 obtained through g small
flight of four steps flanked by paraepets. On either side
of the steps runs a platform oif aebout 0.6 metre in width.
The facade of the cave-temple is formed of a palr of
pillars and pilasterﬁ. The floor level on wnich they are
set 1s slightly higher than the level of the platform.
The pillars are heavy and as usueal, show cubical parts at
the top and bottom and an octagonal mid-region. 411l the
sldes of tle cubes agre decorated with circular medallions,

On the left pilaster 1sg found a donative inscription6o

60. SII., Vol.XIV, No.l136.
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in Tamil Vatteluttu script which belongs to the period

of the Chole-Pandya viceroys.

The intsrior of the rectangular mgndapa (measuring

approximgtely 5.4m x 4£.8m) shows gltogether five sculptures

including the two dvargpalas flanking the sides of the

sgnetum entrance. On the right wall of the mandaps
there is a mich-mutilated figure of a saiat (?) of
wnich only tane head remains. On the left wall are seen
two more filgures which are also very badly damaged.

Fortunately, the images of dvarapaslas are found in a

much better state of preservation. The dvarapalas, on the

snake.. The lef'} leg is held slightly bent in a relaxed
gttitude. The other image on the left is shown with

his right arm thrown sideways while the left rests on the
hip. Both of them wear jatabhara, a thick roll of

yajnopavita, a broad necklace and armlets. The dvarapals

on the right, in addlition to jatsbhara wears a crown.

In frcnt of the cave-temple, g Nandl 1s placed on a
high structural platform. Both the Wsndl as well as the
platform seem to hgve been the work of a later date,

possibly, during the time of Cho%a-Pép@Ya viceroys.

e

“(©

A)

right, rests his whole body on a huge club cresped by a R
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CAVE-TEMPLE AT ANAZTIYUR

Angiyur 18 a smgll hamlet situated at a distance
of 4 ¥xms to the north of Sankaranainsrkoil in Tirunelveli
district. Near the village are seen a group of rocky
hills and the cave-temple is'excavated in one of them

which is the nearest to the villgge.

ExcaVatgd on the western slope of g whale-shaped rock,
the cave'templé (FPig.7; P1.XV), on plan, consists of a
sanctum the sides of which meagsure differentlyal and a
disproportioned rectsngular mangapé in front. Hence 1t
may be grouped'under the Type II. To obtain the verticsgl
surface, the rock nas been cut to a depth of 0.9 metre to
1.5 metres gt the bottom and 0.9 metre to 1.2 metres at
the top. Owing to tine irregular surface of the rock
tne cutting on the right is @9&9 deeper than thg lef't.
The cut-in portion has veen left without further chisgelling
and as such it forms the porch to the facade. The
width of the porch 1s 1.5 metres at its widest point
and 1 metre at its narrowest point. The facade of the
cave-temple is, however, formed of & éair of pillars and
pilasters wunich are cubical ét the top and bottom and

octagonal in the middle. All of them are provided with

61. Its sldes megsurs 2.lm,z.2m,l.9ﬁ and 2.3%m respectively.
The flcor level is also not even; 1%t .1is slopy and
inclining upwards.
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tarangapotika with a wide median band running between

them. The median bands are decorgted with linear designs.
Circular medallions are found on all the sides ol the
upper cubes except the inner ones racing the interior.
It is noteworthy theat the'inner sides of the pilasters

are nore deeply cut than the outer ones.

Tﬁe interior 5f the mandava 1s in thie form of an
irregular rectangle. The measurements of the opposite sides
do not tally mainly due to the uneven cutting of the
surface of the walls. At the back of the mandapa a door-~
Wway provided with a small Tlight of two steps leads to
the sanctum. The sanctum front wall projects a little
into the mandgpa and 1t sanows a couple ol coarse moulding
at the base. 0On sither side of the sgnctum entrance are
seen a palir of pilasters which form a recession between

them. The recessions house the imsges of dvarapalas.

The inner pilasters serve as the door-jambs. "1he corbels
over the outer pilasters are provided with arms projccting

on all the three sides. OFf the dvarapalas, the one on the

right 1s slightly leaning; both his hands are resting on
a huge maze. IHis counterpart on the left is shown with
his right hand raised at his elbow with open'palm; his
index vinger is polnting to the sanctum; his lerf hand

rests on the hip.
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The sanctum interior is also of irregular diamensions
and 1t has no rock-cut .image 1ns1deb? However the carving
of Wandl figure in one of the medallions suggests that

it was meant to be a shrine of the Saiva persuasion.

Considering the irreguler and uneven chiselling of the
sanctum and the front mandapa and also the gbsence of any
rock~cut image inside the sgnctum, 1t may be surmilised that

the work .in the cave temple at Analyur was left incomplete.

RANGANATHA CAVE-TEMPLE AT TIRUTTANGAL

At Tiruttangal near divakési in Remenathapuram distriot,
is found a rock-cut skrine excaveted on one of the rock
boulders lying in the heart of the town. Dedicated to
Ranganatha the cave-temple (Fig.8), on plan, consists of
a square sanctum and a rectangular mandapa in front. The
facade of the cave-~temple 1s formed of a palr of plllars
and pilasters which consist of only two component parts
namely a square cube at the bottom and an octagonal shaft
which rises upto The corbel. The corbel is of a plain '
bevelled type. The pillars and pilasteré are gset on a
level whick 1s few centimetres higher than the level of
the mandape. The interior of the magndapsa is zlsc plein
and 1ts walls, have been plagstered over with ceanent in

recent times. A door-way cut on the back wall of the

62. A4 small stone image of Ga%eéa occuples the sanctum st w |
present. N
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mandapa with a small flight of steps leads to the sanctum.
The sanctum front wgll is projecting to a length of 0.45
metre into the mapdapa. It shows é palr of pilasters on
either side of the entrance of which the inner ones form

the door-jambs.

The sanctum interior houses the imége of Ananta%ayana
Vishnu carved against the back wall. The Vishnu is
reclining on five-hooded di}3sha with Bhidsvl and sridsvi

seated at his feet.

The entire wall surface, ceiling as well as the
chlef deitles of thes sanctum are painted over in recent

times; this obliterates the original features.

JAINA CAVE-THEMPLE AT SITTANNAVASAL
The village Sittannavasal is situated at a distance
of about 16 km§ to the north west of rudukkottal. Since

the early centuries of the Christian era the place

Sittannavasal seems to have been a flourishing Jaina centre

On the wéstern side .of. the hill near the village, is found

63

a Jaina rock-cut temple, facling the north-west (Fig.9; P1l.XVI). .

63, There is a natural cavern in the rock wnere 17 beds with

pillow arrangements are found. Obviously used by the
Jalnag monks, mogst of the beds are Inscribed and, at
least, one 1inscription found on the first hed is
datable to .the third or second century B.GC. as 1t is
written in -Tamil Brahmi characters (Lalita Kala,
No.9, april 1961, p.30).
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Notwlthstancing the fact that the place Sittannavasal 1is

not located within the traditional territorial limits of

the Pé@@inédu, a discussion of the ceve-temple &t Slttannavasal
becomes necessary in this work on account of the fact that

it has an epigraphical record®® which states that the
cave-temple was exténsively renovated by a Jaina ascetic

of Madural urder the patronsge of the early Fandya king

Srimara Srivellabha (4.0.830-860).

As to the contents of the inscription whicn is in tne
form of a Taril verse, it states that one I}aﬁ—&autaMan,
an ﬁcharza from Madural, by the grace of the Pandya king
Srivalluvan, renovated the 'agamandapa' and bullt anew

!

the, 'mukhamendsgpa' in front of the temple of the arhat

(arivar X5il), in the villege of Annal-veil®® The Pandya
king srivelluven who is also called as AVagipﬁsékhara in

the inscriptior;is obviously identifiable with Srimara
Srivallabha of Larger Sinnemamur and Dalavaypuram plates

who probgbly ruled in between A.D. 530-860. This gresupposes
the existence of the cave-temple even before the middle of

the ninth century A.D., but it is difficult to say under

whose patronage 1t was excdavated Ifirst. However, as the

64. SII
65. SIf., Vol.XIV, No.45, 11l. 16-17.

i

sII., Vol.XIV, Ho.45 and also Lallt Kala, No.9, 1961, p.36.
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renovation of the agasmandaspa and the excavation of the

mukhamandapa have taken place ‘through the grace (arulsl)

of Brimgra, the cave-temple may rightly be included unuer

the Pandya rack-cut shrines.

On plan the cavestemple consists of a square sanctum
and an oblong mandgpa in front. The facade of the cave-
temple is formed of a.pairqof equidistant pillars and
pllasters which are, as usuagl, show three sectioné namely
square at the top and bottom and octagon in the mid-reglon.
The corhels over them are bevelled end their arms are
decorated with taranga ﬁouldings. In front of th? oW
of pillars and pilasteré runs g platform which is 0.8 metre
in width gt Zts . widest polnt and 0.45 metre at its narrowest
point, The platform is provided witn a flight of three
steps which leagds to ths mandapa. Over the facade the
projecting ledge cf the rock forms the cornice. The level

on which the facade pillars are set is little nhigher than

that of the nandapa ard the platform in front.

The interilor of the reétangular mandépa has g palr of
seated figures in the deeply-cut niches on either side of
the walls. “he niches are formed of a well-moulded plinth
which suéports e palr of pilasters gbove...The pilasters

wnich are providec with bevelled corbels, in turn, éupport'
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a lintel over them. The recessed space of the pilastered
framework is occupled by the seated images. Of them, the

imgge on the southern niche is nude and seated in dhyane

with a five-hooded serpent above the head. The image 1is ~
identified as Par§vanétha, the 23rd Tir?éﬁkara?6 The g £
niche on the nérthern side contains another iuage, elso

seated in dhyana under an wrbrel1a’’

The entrance to the sznctum is obtalned through the
doorwgy wuich is provided with a small flight of two steps
flanked by parapets. The sanctum front wall which >rojects
into the mgndapa shows g well-moulded plinth comprised of
several horxzontal recessed mouldings. The plinth supporfs
altogether four pilésters, two on each side of the sanctum
entrance. The pilasters which rorm a recession on the wall
between them are forimed ol three sections namely square at
the top and bottom and octagon in the mid-reglon. Thgir
upper cubes are decorated with circular medellions. Thg
corbels over them are of bevelled fType decorated with

taranga mouldings (PL.XVI).

The -sanctum interior shows a row of three segted iingges

of Tirtenkaras carved in high relief against the back wall.
-

66. T.N. Ramachandran, 'Cave Temple and Palnting of Sittanna-
vasal', Lalit Kala, WNo.9, April 1961, p.33.

67. T.N. Ramachandran suggests that the imege represents
probably the Achlrya who renovated the cave-temple (Ibid.).
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Of them, two are shown with triple umbrellas over the
head and the one on the south has only one umbrells.
The celling of the sanctum 1s decorated with a large

dharmacakra with a well projected hub in the centre.

The ceiling of the sanctum, the front mgﬁggggj the

pillars, the corbels and the beam of the cave-temple at
Sittamavasgl. are decorated with painting wnich has been

68
studied in detail.

GOKARNESVARA CAVE-TAMPLE AT TTRUGOKARNAM

A brief mention mey elso be made here of another
rock-cut shrine found at Tirugokarnam wnich forms a part of
Pudukkottal town. Dedicated to éiva, the cave shrine 1is,
at prescnt, enveloped in a vast structural complex and
ls known by the name_GBkarneévara temple. On plan and
features, the cave-temple resembles very much the other
Pandye ceve examples described under the Type II and its
location 1s sglso not far from the traditional boundary of
the Papginédu. . Furthier the cave-temple has yielded one

ligranjadaiyan inscription69 dated in his 17th year.

The cave-~temple has been excavated on the eastern face

of a huge rock boulder lying at the site. The vertical

68. T,W. Ramachandran, 'Cave Temple and Fainting of
Sittannavasal', Lallt Kagalg, No.9, April 1961, pp.30-5<4.

69. SII., Vol.XIV, No.25.
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surface hgs been obtained by cutting the rock to a depth
of negrly 1 metre at the bottom and agbout 0.3 metre at
the top. The facade, 1s formed of a péir of massive
pillars and pilasters which are as usual, square at the
Top and bottom with an octagon mid-region. All of them

are provided with tarafgapotika with a median band

running between them,

On plan tane iﬁterior consists of a square sanctua and
a rectangular meondgpa in front. On the two shorter sides
of the mapdapa are carved the images of seated Ganesa and
Gahgadhara in high relief on the right and left respectively.
The image of Gaﬁgédhara is shown with four arms and a
little above to his left, the Ganga is shown.as felling
on the spread out jath of the lord. The back wall of the
mandapa shows altogether four pilastefs, two on each side
of the sanctum entrance. The pilasters which are square
from top to bottom form a shallow recession on the wéll
between them. Tne two 1nner piiasters form the door-jasmnbs

of the sanctum entrance.

The entry to tne sanctum is obtalned through a small

flight of steps and its interior shows a rock-cut linga

-

placed on a square ped%stal. - o1

On the exterior to the right of the cave's facade

are carved the figures of sgptamatrika flanked by Ganesa

and Virabhadra on either side.
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TYPE III

The cave-temples consisting of a square sanctum with

a well detined ardhamandspa and mukhamandapea and also

having four pillars arranged variably constitute the
Type III‘éf the Pép@ya rock-cut shrines. Exemples of

" this type in the pPandinadu are found at Kelugunalal,
Pillalyarpatti, Tirukkalskkudi, Mangudi etc. Of them
tﬁe cave-temple at pPillaiyarpstti is slightly Jifferent-

as 1t has a mukhamandspa running north-south anu the

sanctum and ardhamandapa 1n east-west orlentation.

KALUGACHALAWURTI CAVE-TIMPLE AT KALUGUMALAT

Kalugumslal lies exactly in between Kovilpatti and
Sankarankecil in Tirunelveli district. Since early times
the place ssems to have been an Important religlous centre
first of* the Jains and later of the Hindus. Rock-beds
used'by the Jaina monks, bas-relief sculptures of Jalna
Tirtefkaras{Pls.XXIXa,b and XXXa) and also two rock-cut
exXcavations of the Hindus including the fgmous monolithic
rock-cut temple are found on the nill at the village.

The plaée nas yielded two inscriptions?gbelonging to one
Maranjadalyan waich are dated in his 23rd and 7+ 35th years.
The name of the village is mentioned in the inscriptions

as 'Tirunechchuram!?.

70, 3II., Vol.XIV, Nos.3l and 42.
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On the western side of the hill is found excavated a
rock-cut shrine which 18 g veritable exauple of the Type iII
of the randyec rock-cut temples. The rock-cut temple (Fig.io)
is aedicated to Lord Subrshmanya and popularly known by

the name 'Kalugachalemurti' temple.

The cave-temple hes been excavated on the rock at a
height of 0.9 metre from the ground level. On plan the
" cave~temple conslsts of a square sanctum fronted by a

rectangulsr ardhamendspa and muzhamandapa. The facade of

the cagve~temple 1s formed of a pair of plllars and pilasters
which, unlike the usual Pandya types, consist of only two
parts namely cubical bhase and an octagonal shaft over it.
The basement of the facade shows several horizontal
mouldings which seem to have bsen cut at a later date.

The plllars end pilasters are provided with simple curved
corbels. The over hanging ledge above the facade forms

the cornics. However the under surface of the overhanging

ledge 1s cut into a concave curve. It 1s noteworthy that

the roof of the mukhemandapa is not flgt but inclined.

The ardhamandape is approached through the doorway cut at

the centre of the back wall of the mandapa. Parallel to
the row of pillars and pilgsters of the facade is seen

another row of pillars and pilaster 1n the ardhamandapa.

\
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The sanctum front wgll which projects s little into the

ardhamandapa shows a palr of pilasters on either side ol

its entrance. The pillasters are as usual composed of three
"sections namely two cubes gt the top and bottom and an
obtagon in the midregion., A4 small doorway cut in between

the two inner pilgsters leads to the sznctum interior.

The sanctum interior contains a loose sculpture of
Subrahma%ya flanked by his two consorts Valli and Devanal %{
on eithef side. The God is shown with one head and six hands
which is rather an uncommon iconographic form of the deity.

The peacock, his vahana)stands at the back of the Lord.

I'd .
SIVA CAVE-THEMPLE AT PILLAIYARPATTI

Pillaiyarpattl is a small village located at a distance
of 3 kms from Kunrgkkudl in demanathapuram district. To
the south of the village is found lying a huge rock boulder
on which the rock-cut shrine has been excavated. Though the
Senctum ensnrines é llé&é: the cave-shrine 1s popularly
called the 'Kgrpakavingyaka temple', after the name of the
image of VinZyeka (Ganeda) which occupies the side wall of
the front mandspa. ,”he entire rock-cut shrine has been
completely snveloped by a structural temple of éiva, apparently
constructed at a later period. (Conséquently the cave-temple,

a8 seen today, forms but a part of the larger temple.
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The plan of the rilleiyarpatti cave-temple (P1l.4AVII)
ig slightly aifferent fr?m the other Eéggya cave-shrine
described gbove. To obtain‘tﬁe vertical surface, the
rock has been cut to g considsrgble depth at the top and
bottom. The top ledge of the overhanging boulder has
been left without further cutting and it fbrms the cornice
over the facade. On.plan-the interior cqnsists of a

Hha s QQ - ?
sgnctum and an ardhamandapaYin frontYopoth of which are [

facing the east while the entrance to the cave-temple is

through the north. A4s a result the rectangular mukhamandgpsa

which is, strictly spesking, only a porch, is running north-

south waile Zhe sanctum and the ardhamandapa ngve an east-

west orientation. A set of three plllasrs and a pilaster

divides the mukhamapndapg and the érdhamapgapa. Both pillars

end the pilaster are squarc at the top and bottom and octggon
in the mid region. The lower cubes are sméller in dimensions
thun the upper ones. All the cubiéal sides of the pilllars

- and the pilasfer show circular medallions. The corbel, in
proportion to the size of the pillars, is a massive block

of stone with arms bevelled in profiles (PL.XVII). The

The bevelled arms are decorated with taranga mpuldings and

a median bend runs in the middle. The sanctum which is slightly
apsidal at the back houses a rock-cut linga on a circular

base.
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Opposite to the main entrance, on the south wall

of the mukbhamandapa 18 carved the image of GaneSa. A4

little furtner to the image of Ganesa, on the south

wall of the ardhamandapa is carved another lmage of a

deity flenked by two atvendants on either side. The

central figure wears a jatamakuta, heavy ezr rings, long

necklace and a thick yajndpaviba. The right hand shows

L4

veradamudra and the left rests on the hip in akimbo pose.
71

As the figure wears a hybrid hair-do, the suggesﬁion
that 1t might be the representation of Harihara, seems

to be accepteble. On the exterior side of the north wall
of the sanctum is carved gnother figure, resembling very
mich the central figure of the panel described above.

As the image 1s shown as emerging out of a lgégg, it may

be surmlised that it 1s the representation of Lingddhbhava.

The pilaster on the left side of ﬁhe sanctum contalns

a few Vattelettu scripts of an 'archalc' type?2

Oon palaeo-
gravhic consideration, R. hagaswemy 18 inclined to date the
inscription to the fifth century A.D. and therefore assigns

the same period as the probable date Of the excavation of

71l. R. Nagaswamy, Artibus Asiaze, Vol.XXVIIy , p.=66.

72. AR.3IB,, 1935-36, No.45 and p.76; also referred in
AR.SIR., 1936-37, pt.1l, para 6.




the- cave-temple alsor.?5 This dabe rather seems to be too
early considering the presence of the cult lmages such as
Ganesa, Hariharas and Lingddhbnava in the interior of the
cave~temple. Hence it would not be far off the mgrk if we
assign the seventh century A.D. as the probable date of

1ts excavation.

TYPE IV

P
the cave-teddes consisting of a rectangular mandapa

with a square sanctum on one of its shorter sides form the
Type IV of the Pandya rock-cut shrines. The cave excavations
of similar Dlan are nct altogether unknown in the early
Indian rock-architecture. Even as ecarly as the third
century B.C., during the reign of Emperor Asoka, caves of
this tyée'were eXcavated at Barsbar (in Bihar) for tne use
of 4ajivika monks. Of them, for instance, the Sudama cave
consists of two apartments of which the outer one is rectj
angular gnd the inner one 1s an empty éircular chamber
where usually the votive chaitya 1s placed. A solld wall
with a narrow passage connects the two compartments and
the mainlentrance is at one end of the broader side.

The Pallava examples ol this type of cave-temples are

. found at Dalevanur and Tiruchirappalli {upper-cave).

73. R. Nagaswamy, Artibus Asise, Vol.XXVII,, p.266.
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In the Pandinadu, however, this type seems to have been
more common and the examples are found at Malayakkovil,

Tirumayam, Sevelpatti, Tirumsleipuram end Tirupparankunran.

/
SIVA CAVE-TENPLE (SUUTHERN) AT MALAYAKKOVIL

14
Mention has glready been made of the eastern Sivg
1 .
rock-cut cave-tenple belonging to the Type I at Malayakkovil.
The second cave-temple whicn is aglso dedicated to Siva

1

is found on the southern side of the hillock. Locally
1{‘(‘0’1

knewn as Maleilingam temple, this cave-shrine is added R\
T

with a structural mandapa erected at a later period.

The cave-temple (Fig.2) has been excavated on the
southern facze of a huge rock boulder. The vertical surface
has been obtsined by cutting the rock to a depth of 0.75 metre
at the top and 1.5'metres at the bottom. The fagcade 1s
formed of a pair of mgssive pillgrs and pllasters which
are, a8 usual, square'at the top and bottom with an octagonacl
mldregion. They are set on a level wnich is a few centi-
metres higher than the floor level of the mepdapg. The
total height of the pillars is 2 metres and the lower cubes
are bigger in size than the upper ones. Both pillars and

pilasters are provided with tarangapotika with a median band

running in the middle of the taraﬁga mouldings.

On plan the interior consists of a rectangular mandapa
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(6m x 3m) with a square sanctum on its eastern side.
Parallel to the pillars and pilasters of the facade,
four wore pllasters agre carved on the pack well of the
mandape wWhich form three shallow recessions on the wgll
between them. Like the outer ones, these pilasters are
also composed of three sections including an octagonal

midregion and are capped with taranga type of corbels.

On the western wall of the maﬁdaga is seen an image
of Ganesa carved near the facade. The elephant-headed
deity is sested gnd shown with four hands. The trunk of
the elephant~facé is curled to the right at 1ts end
(valampuril). ‘he centre of the mandspa 1s occupied by

a sested Ncndl.

On the eastern wall is the doorwgy leading to the
square sanctuwi. The basement of the sanctum wall shows
a pair of horizontal mouldings. On either side of the
sanctum entrance are seen a palr of split pllasters waich
form a shallow recession between them. 7The two inner
pilasters serve gs the door-jambs to the centraonce and the
pbeam over them, the lintel. The sanctum interlor houses

5 rock-cut li@ga on a circulgr bagse gt its centre.



_eﬁ .; .i 148

SATTAGIRISVARA CAVE-TEMPLE AT TIRUMAYAM

The Satyagiriévara,cave—temple at Tirumayam is
another well preserved example of the Type IV of the fép@ya
rock-cut snrines. HIxcavated on the southern side of the
hill inside the Umaiyyan fort, this cave-temple 1s perhaps

the largest of all the Pandya cave-temples under the Type V.

The facade of the cave-temple is formed of a pair of
magsive pillars and pilasters which are 2.4 metre in
height and 0.6 metre in width. They are square 1in section
at the top and bottom and octagoﬁﬁin the middle portion.

A1l of them are provided with taraﬁgapStiké with a median

band running in the middle of them. The median bands

are embellished with linegr patterns. Similarly all

the cubical sides of the plllars and pilasters are
embellished with circular medgllions of different patterns.
Tne level of the mandapa proper is at a height of nearly

0.6 metre from the ground level and this heaght is ne_otiazed
through a pair of steps which runs along the entire length

of the mandaspa. The construction of the steps seems to be

a later gddition which has covered the original baseﬁent
mouldings of the cave-temple. A part of the original

mouldings is still visible at the left end of the flacade.

On plan the interior consists of a rectangular mangdapa
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(8.1m x 5.1m} and a scuare sanctum on one of its lateral
.sides. The back wall of the mendepa shows four pilasters
on a iine parallel to those of the facade. These pllasters
are set on g level wnich is few centimetresAhigher than

fhe level of the mandepsa. ‘he recessions formed by the

pllasters are left plaein. However, on the wall dpposite

to the sanctum is carved fn imposing figure oI Lingodnbhava «f

which rises up from tke Tloor to the entire height of the
mandapa. Rising to 4 height of more than 2.7 metres, the
Lingodhbhava imege at Tirumayam is undoubtedly one of the
greatest representations of the deity 1n the whole cf the
Tamil spegking region. In the middle part of the huge
linga is carved the figure of Sive upto his thighs. The
centre of the mandapa 1is occupied by a Nandi carved on

the same rock.

On the western side of the mandapa a small flight of
steps leads to the sanctum entrence. The basement of the
gsanctum front wall shows proninent mouldings such as jggati,

kumuda, kantna and pattika. On either side of the entrance

are seen a pair of pilasters forming a shallow niche in

between them. The niches contain the imsges of dvarapalas.

The dvargpgla on the right is horned and both his henas are

placed on a maze. The guard i1s shown with moustache,

i
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thick yajnépavﬂta end a necklace. The left leg of the

A
\

image 1s held at the back on tip-toe posture., His
counterpart on the lsft has his right hand thrown upwards
and the left resting on the nip. Ile wears a necklace gnd

a thick ysjnopavita composed of pearls.

he sanctum interior houses g rock-cut lifga on a
circular base., On the left side g cistern is cut on the

floor to receive the ceremonial wster.

On the north wall of the mendapa i1s engraved a label
inscription74 which reads the ssme as in the eaggtern cave-
temple at salayekkovil. Tnere is, however, anotner importsnt
inscription75 which is found engraved on a Ealuétrade lying
on the western side of the érakara in between the satyagirié—
. Vvara cave-~temple and the adjaéent Satyakirtiperumé% (Meyyan)
cave-temple. A8 to the contents oi the inscription, 1%
states thet a.certailn lady Perumbi@ugu-Perdhd@vi, mother
of Sattapn Miran, a Muttaraiyar chief, renovated (pudukki)

a structure, the name and the detazils of wnich are not
given. K.,G. -Krishuan, however, assigns the record to tine

Tirst half of the eighth century &.v. and identifies tne

7T«. Inscriptions of the Pudukkottal State (Lexts), No.5.

75, Ipid., No.l1l3.



'renovated!' temple with the nearby Vishnu caventemple?6

However the fact that the lady 'renovated' the temple
presupposes the existence of the cave-temple before

the middle oI the eighth century A.D.

CAVE-TEMPLE AT SEVALrATTI

SeYalpattl or Sevillipatti is located approximately
18 kms to ths south of sivakasi In Remanathgpurem district.
A rock-cut sarine belonging to the Type IV of the Pandya

cave-temples is found on the rocky hillock near the village.

Facing the west, the cave temple (Fig.ll; P1.XV1III) has
been excavatad on a rock boulder which 1s sloping down
with a concave curve. Hence to obtain the vertical surface
the rock has been cut to g depth of 1.8 metre and less
-than 0.3 metre at the right and the left bottom respectively
and approximately 0.9 metré at the top. The over-hanging
ledge of the rock is Zeft without further cutting sasnd it
forms ths.cornicé. The facade of the cave-temple is formed
of a pair of plllars and pilasters which are square at the

top and vottom and octagon in the mid-region. They are

provided wita taraﬁgapbtiké and a medign band runs in the
middle of the roll-mouldings. Ixcept the inner ones, all

the other cubical sides of the pillars and decorated with

76. K.G. Krishnan, 'The Muttarsiyaer', JAIH., Vol.V, pts.l-2,
1971-72, pp.90-91. ‘ '
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circular medellions. The centrel circles ol tne medallions
are occupied by bas-relief sculptures of tne swan, lion,

bull and tne naga deities.

On plan the interior consists of an oblong mandapa
ol 1cregular dimenslons ena a sancbum on its soutnern side.
The sides of the sanctum glso measure differently on each
side. Further the cutting of the floor as well as the wglls
or the mapdapa are not even. All tneselonly suggest thnet
the work on the interior was lert incomplete. However ou
the back wall of the mszpdaps are seen two complete pilasters
and a half pilaster which form three recessions oa the wall
petween them. On the solutherr most recession is carved a
seated tigure of GanesSa. The deity is shown with two hands
which are kspt on his lapg. The proboscis of the. elephant-
head is twisted to the right near the chest. The next
recession walch has been cut more deeply houses the image
of Visnnu in standing pose. ''he four-armed Vishnu loogs
snort and sturdy; his upper hands hold cakra and sankha and
the lower right is held near the wgist with the paln
upturned; the lower left is kept on the nip (aximbo). The
deity wears an slongated nead-crown, heavy ear-lopes,

armlets and a tnick yajnopavita. 'The recession on the

nortnern end is very shallow and empty. On the north wall



of the mandapa is carved a dencing figure, probably of
Siva. Tae rigure has four hands; the upper hands hold
a fire-pot and a book; the lower leit is held near the

chest 1in abhayamudr®; the lower rignt is thrown to the

right side. Tne rignt leg is held at the bacx in tip-toe

posture.

The sanctum on the soutnern side 1s entered through
the doorway which is provided with a small [ligat of steps.
On either side of the sanctum entrsnce are seen a palr of
gplit pilesters of which the inner ones form the door-jambs
and the beam over tnem, the lintel,  The recegssions tetween

tnem contain the 1mages of dvarapalas. - Both or theam are

standing 1n profile,(facing each other. ‘idhey agre ashown
with elaborate halr dress, thick moustaches, heavy xgundalas,

necklace, yaﬁnGQavita and wudarabandha. The dvaragéla on

the right holds an exe in nis lei't hand .while the right
rests on tne nip. His counterpart on tne lert 18 slightly

leaning in rront resting his hands on a huge maze.

The ganctum interior has no image at present. However
the cutting of a square platform at the centre ol the sanczum
floor suggests that it was meant to be a 31va cave-temple.

There 1s a small cistern cut on the floor of the sanctum.



, .
SIVA CAVL-THNPTE AT- TIRUMALAIPURAN

Pirumalaipuram is g small village situated gporoximately
st o distance of 8 kms from Kadayanallur in Tirunelveli
district. Near the village is found a rocky hillock
which has two rock excavations, one on the eastern and the
other on the western side of 1it. At the top‘of the hillock
is a Roman Cafnolio Church constructed in recent times.

Of the two rock-cut shrines the one on the eastern slope

of the hill is incompleve whereas the>othef on the wsstern
side is a well preserved exemple of @bé»Type IV of the
randya rock-cut shrines. The cave temple (Fig.l1l2; rl.XI1X)
not only contgins somé of the finest examples of the Baggya
rock sculpture but aglso snows trace of egrly painting

on 1lts cellings.

Though =ne shrine has been excavated on the western
slope of the hillock, it 1s facing the north-west mainly
due to the peculiar formation . of the rock at the point
of excavation. To obtain the vertical surface, the rock
has been cut to a depth of 0.9 metre gt tne bottom and
about 20 centimetres at the top. The tloor level of the
cave proper is at a helght of 0.6 metre from the ground
level. 1In front of the facade 1s cut a platform with a

pair of steps at its centre. "The width of the plgtform
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1s about one metre. The facade is formed of a pair oI short
but massive pillars and pillasters whiéh are square at the
top and bottom end octagon in the mid-region. All the
cubical sides of the pillars end pllasters are decorated
with circuler medalllons., They are set on a level wnich is
slightly higher than the plafform in front. Both pillars
and pillasters are provided with .bevelled corbels. The

wider arms of the corbsls are decorated with taraniga-mouldings
and g median band runs in the mlddle. The corbels support

a beam over them wnich is bounded at the top by a thin
moulding. Thils moulding runs down vertically on either side.
bounding the pilasters. above the facade 1s cut a chase

which runs glong the entire length of the facade.

On plan the interior consists of a rectangular mapgdapa
with a square sanctum on one of 1ts snhorter sides. The back
wall of the mendapa 1s sectloned by a pair of pilasters
and thne recessed.spaces between them are occupied by the
imageéoofwthe divinities. On the north wall also 1s found
a uiche enshrining the image of Brahmh. At the bottom of 3]
the niches runs a thin horizontal moulding which is bounded
at the top and bottom by thin fillet-mouldings. On the
southern side of the mgndagpa is cut the doorway which leads

to the sanctum. The sanctum entrance is flanked on eilther
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side by a peir of dvarapalas. The interior -of the sanctum

wnich is a square measuring 2.25 métres s side, houses a
rock-cut linga on a square pitha in the centre. Opposite
to the sanctim 1s seen a much mutilated Wendi figure cut

on the same rock in the centre of the mandapa.

Now turning to the sculpturés, the 1mage of four-armed
Brahme in standing pose on the northern niche of the mandaps
is undoubtedly one.of the ITinest works of the fﬁ@@ya rock-
cutter. Tne image of the Creator (Brahma) holds e book
and the water vessal in his left palr of arms and brobably
the akshamala in his upper right hand. The delty wears a

well decorated head-crown, a thick ysjnopavita, a thin -

necklace and g udargbhanda. Well proportioned and neatly

finished, the Zrahma figure 1is clearly a reminiscence of
the classical tradition of the.Indian plastic art. 'The
niches on the longer side of the mandepa contain the
representations of ﬁiVa—Nataréja, Vishnu gnd GeneSa. The
image of éiva—Nataraja is depicted in chatura pose with his
left upper hand thrown upwards and the head slightly bent

towgrds the left. The deity is ornamented with udaraphanda,

katisutra, yajnopavita, heavy kundalas, armlets, necklaces

end jatabhara. On either side of the lmage are seen two
dwarf's, probably ganas. The next panel shows Vishnu standing

in samebheiga and flanked by two dwarfs on either side. The
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upper pair of the grms are carrying senkha and cakra while

the lower grms are rested on the hips. A heavy cylindrical

crown, fundalas, a talck roll of yajnopavita, udarabhanda,

\katisutra are amoﬁg the ornaments of the deity. The hem

and the central folds of the lower garment of the imége

are spread cut on both sides in‘an anchor shape. ‘Yhe last
penel contgins the imagé of Ganeda. The trunk of the
elephant-headsad God falls vertically over the body and 1is
slightly curled towards left at the end. Of tne four arms,
the upper pair holds pasa and probably ahkusa and lower
~right arm holds modgka and the lower lert rests on the belly.

The delty 18 shown wita g single tusk and is ornamented

with udarsgbhanda, argada snd bracelets.

1

The imagss of dvarapslas which flenk the sanctum entrance

ere two armed and are shown with heavy mass of halr carrying

a well decorgted ctrown. Their ornaments include afgadas,
waarebendhs and kundalas. Their attenfuated posture and 3J &'?
tubular shaped legs draw a close parallel with the (

contemporary rallava sculpture.

'he ceiling and tae wglls of the mandgpa shows traces

’ 77
of palntings which have been studied in detail. un tn@,

77. T.h. Ramacuandran, Journal of the Indien society of
Oriental art, Vol.IV, ho.l, 1936, pp.65-71;
C. divaramamurti, Ioid., pp.7c-74.
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octogyonal side of the left pillar 1s found a Tamil

73 - , .
inscription of g later randya ruler of the twelfth century 4.D.

The rock-cut shrine on the eastern side of the hillock
is incomplete (Pl.XXa). The facade of the cave-temple, as
usual, 1is formed of a sagir of pillérs which are tetragonal
in section. 9On the southern slde of the facade 1s seen
a recessed penel occupied by an unfinished sculpture. The.
interior is divided into two sections by an intervening
block of rock which has not been cut away. Un the walls
rectangular niches have been cut in outline. The ceilling

l1s also leE unfinished.

UMALYANDAR CAVe THurLi AT TTRUPr ARANCUNRAM

Approximgtely at a distance of 2 ums from Tirupparsn-
kunram Bus stend is found a rock-cut shrine excavated on the
southern side of the Tirupparankunram hill. Locally known
as 'Umgiyandsr temple! (PLlL.XXb), the cave-~temple on plan
consists of a rectangular mandaps and a sanctum excavated
on one of its shorter sildes. Hence it fglls under Type IV
of the Pandya cave shrines. 4 close scrutiny of the plan
_of the cgve-temple, however, reveals that the original plan
was to be a-aifferent one. The present plan, it seems, is

largely the outcome of the efforts taken subsequently when

78. ak.,3I8., 1915, No.59e.
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the cave-temple was put into use again79

As the rock race itself is very steep énd almost
perpendicular, only a few centimetres of éutting hasg been
required at the top and bottom to obtain the vertical
surface for the execution of the cave-vemple. The facade
of tne cave-temple 1s formed of & pair of pillars and
pilasters consisting of three sections namely squarc at
the top and bottom end octaegon in the mid-region. However
the proportionate measurements of the coﬂpohent parts are MJ
noticeagbly different here. The octagon mld-region occupies
only a small part of the pillar gnd 1t is virfually compressed
in between the tor and bottom cubes?o All the cubical
sides are dscorated with circular medallions; Tne corbels
over them 1s of simple curved type. ‘ine pillarg end pilgsters
are set on s level wnich is slightly nigher than the floor
‘1cvel of the magndapa. In front of the row of billars and
pllasters, the facade is.provided with g small plétform and
the basement of the platform 1s decorated with well marked

mouldings such es Jegatl, kumuda, kantha and pattika. At

79. The cave-temple seems to have suffered very much Jdue to
the religious animosities and the restoration of the cave-
temple to the .present condition seems to have taken place
during the late medleval perlod.

80, The total height of the pillagr is 2.4m in which the lower
cube rises to a height of 1.5m, the octagon mid-region
0.3m and the top cube 0.6 in measurements.
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the top the projecting ledge of the rock forms the cornice.
Over the facade, however, grooves have been cut in g trigngular

shepe which glve the appearance of a false roof.

The interior of the rectangular mandspa has g raeised
level on ths floor which is 0.6 metre in width and running
through the entire lergth of the menuagps dividing it into
two segments. Iraces of g palr of pillars and pililasters
which'are parallel to the line of the pillars'and pllasters
of the facede are found on this rsised level. The pillars
are aompletely missing whereas tlhie pilasters as well as the
corbels of the pillgrs still remaxn. As the second row of
pillars in the intericr of the mandapa is not to be seen in
any other example of the Type IV of the Pandya cave-temples,‘
it mgy be surmised that this cave-shrine was perhgps
originally designed tc be a cave-temple of the Type III
end was later reapprogriated to the gréssnt'form. The
unusual position of the sagnctum which is not cut at the
centre of the shdfter side g8 seen in the other exsmples of

the Type IV, elso lends support to this conclusion.'

The doorwgy leading to the sanctum is cut on the
wesﬁern side In between the two rows of pillars and pilasters.
The sanctum interlor measures 2.7 metres X 2.5 metres and on
its back wgll 1s carved an imgge of Ardhanérigvara'standing

near the bull in high-relief (P1.XXIDb).



Similarly on the northern wall of the mandapa are
geen the imggess of BSiva-Nataraja and Bubréhmanya with his
consorts (Pl.XXIc). All the images are badly mutilated.

On the exterior, on the either side of the facade are
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carved the images of Ganesa and other divine and ascetic -

figures in low relief. These sculptures, however, seem

to have been the work ot g later date.

TYFE V

The cave-temples consisting of an oblong front mandsapa

with shrine cells on gll the three sides represént the
Type V of the Pandya cave-temples. The examples ot this

most evolved type are found at Tirupparankunrsm and

" Chokkampatti.

SUBRSHMANYA CAVE-TEMPLE AT TTRUPPARANKUMRAM

The Subrahmanya cave-temple at Tirugparankunram is
ohe among the six celébrated gsbodes (Psdaividu) of the
Lord Subrahman&a or Muruga and it ranks one among the
popular pilgrim centres of'Témil Nadu. Bxcavated at a
considergble height on the hill, the cave-temple archi-

techtu:ally repreosents the most evolvéd type of all the

Pandya cut-in cave-temples.

Tha—iﬁpef%ea$.ﬁao%or~about~%hé&wea¥@mtemg%e“is4tﬁ§t“
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The.. impprthﬁt factor aboﬁt thils cgve~temple 1s that
it has two foundation-inscriptions?l of wﬁich one 1s-dated
in the Kall =ra. The first inscription 18 engraved in
‘archaic Vattelewtés script and is found on one of the pillars
of the mapdapa. 1t 1s dated in the 6th regnal year of one
Mararijageiyen who 1s identifiable with Jatila Parantaka
Nedulljadaiyan of the Velvikudi grant. As to the contents
of the inscription, 1t states that a certain Sattan Ganapati,
a resident oI Karavandapura who belonged to Valdys éaste,

caused to excvavate the shrine (Tirukkoll) and the tank

(Sritatakem). As to his occupation, it 1s sald that he was

a mahasamanta of the king and wore the title, 'Pép@iamrita~i

mafigalavaraiyapn'. Further it is stated that the shrines of
Durgadévi and Jyesthadévi were constructed by Nakkan-korri

who 1s described as the dharmapatnl obviously of the

mghasamanta. The second'insoription found on the lintel of

the Durga shrine quotes the Kali year 38874 which 1s equivalent
to A.D.773. As thé name of Séttaﬁ Ganapathy appears in this
record too, it has been suggested that both the inscriptions
were perhaps engraved in the same year and therefore, the year

4.D.773 (equivalent to Kali 3874) may be equated with the 6th

81. SII. 5 Vol. le’ NO. 5; ARO IE. 3 1951-52’ &pP.B. NO. 1‘4:5.
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regnal year of Marafijadalyan allas Jatile Parantaka NeduZ-

jadalyan,

Facing the north, the plan of the éavs-temple conslsts
of a rectangular mandepa with shrine cells on all the three
sides (Fig.l3). The facade of the cave-temple is formed of
a palr of pillars.an@ pilasters which are comprisedvof
three parts namely, square at the top and bottom and octagon
in the mid-region. The octagon mid-region, as In the
Umalyzndar cave-temple of the same place, occupies'bnly a
smgll part of ﬁhe entire pillar. Both pillars and pillassters

are provided with tarangepdtikas with a median band running

between them. On either side of the facade, on the rock-fee

are carved a pair of dvarapalas facing each other.

The interilor of the rectangular mandapa has shrines
———e B e
on all i1ts sides. On the western side is the shrine of
Somzskanda facing the east; on the eastern side is the
shrine of Vishnu. On the south wall of the oblong mandapa,
parallel to the row of pillars and pilasters of the facade,

1s found another roprilasters which are flanking two deeply-

.cut recessions on sither glde and & shrine entrance 1in the

centre. The recessions on either side contain the images

of Subrahmenya and Ganesa on the east and west respectively;

82, 8II., Vol. XIV, Inbroduction p.ii.
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the centre is occupisd by the shrine of Durga. The entry
to the sanctum squares of SOmsskaenda, Vishnu and Durga is

obtained through a small flight of steps leading to the

doorweys. The gdhishthana of their front walls show well-

marked mouldings consisting of the j;gati, kumuda, kaltha,

paf tikg etc.

On eilther side of the sanctum entrance of the 3omaskanda

and Vishrnu shrines sre seen the imgges of dvarapalas., Ths .

dvarapalas are housed in the shallow recessions formed by a

pair of split pllasters on elther side. The inner péir of

the split pilastérs fovm the door-jambs to the shrine and the

beam over them, the lintel. Over the lintel runs a drooping

kagata with a pair of kiidu arches engréved on them.

On the exterior, on either side of the cave'!s facade’
are seen -several rellef panels containing the images of
various divinities. On the left side of the facade 1is

depicted the scene of the dance of Siva. The Nandi 1s

playing the mridahga while the Goddess Parvati is standing

near the bull and obvioﬁsly enjoying the dance of her Lord.
All around the gapas are seen playing various instruments.
On the right side of the facade are seen three rectangulsr
panelé deﬁieting the depicting the different gvatirs of

Vishnu,. In.thé first panel Vishnu 1s seen in his boagr-form
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rescuing the earth Goddess, in the second Vishmnu is seen in
seated posture and in the last panel 1is deplcted the theme of

Narasimha killing Hiranyakasipu.

PECHIKOIL CAVE-TEMPLE AT CHOKKAMPATTI:

'The next example of the Type V is found at Pechipparal
near Chokkampgtti in Tirunelfeli district. The cave-temple
(Fig. 14; PL.XXII) has teen excavated on one of the off-shoot
ranges of the Western ghats and is located at a distance of

4 kms from Chokkampatti on Karuppanaedhi Dam route.

The cave-temple which is partly incomplete and partly
mutllated, has been excavated on the southern Slope of ;
huge rock boulder grd hence tle fgcade of the cave~temple 1s
facing the south. To obtalin the vertical surface, the rock
has been cut to a depth of 1.8 metres at the bottom and
0.9 metre at the top. On either side of the rock face are
found a pair of niches in antis, The niche on the right
contains a femagle figure in standing post whefeas the»nidae
on the left has a male figure which is finished only upto

the thighs.

-

The floor level of the cave proper is abt a height of
gbout one metre from the ground level. This height has been
negotlabed through a double-stalrcase (ngana) arrangement

in front of the facade. The sopana is 0,75 metre in width
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with steps on either sidea But the entire arrangement

is unfortunately very mﬁch mutilgted. The facade of the
cave~temple is formed of é palr of pillars axxd pilasters
which .are tetragoétnal from the base to top., The pillars
and pilasters are providea with bevelled corbels. Over
the facade, the over-hanging ledge of the rock forms the
cornice and along the edge of the over-hanging boulder

is carved e row of circular bosses., The inner side of the
boulder has al so been chiselled into a concave curve and

it forms a sort of projected roof to the facade. :

On plan the interior consists of a rectangular
mandapa with shrines on gll the three sides. Parallel to
the row of pillars éf the facade there 13 another row of
engaged’pillars and pilgsters inside the mandapa. The work
on the inner row of the engaged pillars is not complete.
However these plllars and pilasters are also tetragonal
in section. On the western and eastern walls of the
mapdeapa are seen doorways leading te the sanctum. On the
western side a much mutilated flight of steps leads to
the sanctﬁm. The basement of fhe sanctum consists of

several horizontal mouldings such as upana, jagatl,

tripatta-kumuda, kantha and papbika. Two split-pilasters

gre seen flanking the door-jambs of the sanctum. Further
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to them are found the images of dvarspdlas. Over the

corbels of the pilasters ruh the beam and a convex

moulding decorsted with -bhiitaganas at regular intervals.

Over this bhiitavalabhi runs the drooping kapOta with a

palr of circular klidus carved at either ends. The
circular kiidus ere decorated and human heads are shown
in them., Over the kgpdta runs snother horizontal
moulding decorated with rafter-like projections at
regular intervals, Thé interior of the sanctum square

which measures 2.2 metres a side, is empty now.

The front Wall of the shrine on the eastern side
also displays similar features vut the basement has only
one mouldi.g. Simlilarly the splait pilasters on either .
side of the entrance are not finished completely. The
sanctum interior measures approximaﬁely.zm X l.7m and
contains an image sested on a platform cut sgalnst the
back wall of the é@ncfum. The Imagge unfortunately is
very much disfigured and all that remalns now is a

kneeling figure at .the feet of the chilel deity.

On the back wall of the mendaps are seen three
shrine~cells in between the immer row of pillgrs and
pilasters of the mandapa. Hach shrine contains a

figure cut on the rock and seated on a platform against
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the back wall., Unfortunately all the figures are very

much mutilated beyond recognition.

0f the sculptures of the cave-temple only the

images of dvaragpalas and the two figures carved 1in

the nlches of the facade are found in a better

preservation. All the four dvarapalas are almost

gimilar in thelr appearance} All of them stand on
one leg while the other is slightly bent and kept

at ease touching the floor with 1ts toe. One of
.their hands is kept on a pillar while the other is
held near the chest with open palm and the index
finger pointing upwards. As regards the figures
near the facade, the male figure wears a three-headed
serpent crown, The right hand holds a lotus and the
lelt elbow 1s kept on a small pillar. The femsale
figure on the right wears a necklace, kupdalas and

armlets.

GROUP B - PANDYA ROCK~CUT CELLS

The examples of the Pandya rock-cells, excavated 1n
sandstone, sre all found in and around the Tiruchendur
town which 1s located at a distance of 60 kms from the

district headquarters, Tirunelveli. The most impressive
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example of what we may tentgtively call the !Tiruchendur
group' is found at Manappesdu, a sandy village on the
eastern coast situated at a distance of 5 kms from

Kulegekhargpattinam in Tiruchendur Taluk.

The Managppadu cave (Fig. 15) 1s excavated on a
sandstone rock lying very near to the coast, with its
opening facing the east towards the sea. On plan the
cave conslsts of a mgin pillared hall and g vestibule
fronted by a porch all of which are placed axially and
running to a total depth of 9.6 metres. The front porch
and the vestibule has no pillars and consequentlﬁlthe
roof's over them have almost given way. The main hall is
divided by four pilllars arranged in two rows. The pillars
are plain énd rectangulér in section., The arched begms
which are running over the pillars and the shallow
depressions found on the northern, eastern and western sides
seem to have been the effect of recent renOVation.Bs A8 the

original plan does not show a shrine cell or embellishment

83. During the time of St. Francis Xavier's stay (l.e. towerds
the middle of the 16th century A.D.) in this area, the
Manappadu cave was converted 1nto a Christian church.

The bilingual (English arnd Tamll) stone inscription found
just outside the cgve reads, "Thils cave (once the
dwelling of a Saivite Sanyasl) has been sanctified by

the prayers ard penances of St. Francis Xavier'.
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of any kind, the suggestion that it was used for residentigl
purposes seemstto be very probable. 4n unusual feature of
the cave 1is that 1t has g circular well gt the north-eastern

corner of the hgll.

"At Tiruchendur, near the famous Subrshmanyaswami temple,
is found excavated a small cave, locally known as "Valli's
cave, The plan of the cave (Fig.l6) shows a partially
excavated hall and an inner cell approached through an
L-shaped passage. Originally, the excavation consisted of
a cell with its entrance on the north. Owing to the pfesence
of buttress-like projections on the southern sides which are
conspicuously gbsent on the northern face of the unexcavated
mass‘éf rock in the centre of the hall, H. Sarkar suggestsB4
that an attempt might hsve been made subsequently to work on
the unexcavated part which has resulted in the formgtion of

an ambulatory passage all round the unworked mass.

Besldes these two examples, there are a few more
excavatlions in and outside the temple complex at Tiruchendur.
Of them, the cave shrine of Anantasayana Vishnu situated on
the outer prikira, facing south, retains much of 1ts rock

character. IT megsures 3 metres in width and 2.1 metres

in depth with a height of about 1.2 metres. The Pafichg-

84. H. Sarker, Damilica, Vol.I, P77
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lingdsvara shrine on the left side of the main sanctum was
originglly a rock-excavation but subsequently covered by
masonry work. Besldes, ruins of as many as three rock-
excavations are found on a sllghtly higher level to the
‘Valll's cave describsd above, Facing the north-west, all
these excavations are very small in size exd probably used

a8 cave-regorts,

Architecturally the caves of this group are funda-
mentally different from the grénite rock-excavations found
elsewhere 1n the Papndya country, However, it has been
suggested that the Mangppadu cave, the most important
example o this group, "vaguely recalls the Type III"85

of the granite rock cave-temples.,

In the gbsence of gny .definite evidence, the dating
of the Tiruchendur group of caves seems to be a difficult
task. Though the main temple akt Tiruchendur finds
references in the Sangam works,86 no account as to the type

and materisl of the sgrlier structure is avalilable to us.

85. Ibid., p.80.

86. Tiruchendur is one eamong the six celebrated principal
gbodes (Padaividu) of the Lord Murugs in the Temil country.
The place 1s referred to as Sendil in the Puranzniiru(No.55)
"gnd in the Silappadikiram; and as Alaivai or Tiruchiralalva
in the ghananiru (No.z66) and in the Tirumurugirruppadal
(1.125) respectively, ’
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The earliest inscription found in tﬁe Tiruchendur temple
belongs to the reign of the Papdya king Varaguna II \acc.862)?7
The inscription, engraved on two slagbs set up 1n the templs,
registers a gift by the king for maintaining the various
anmual requirements of the temple of Subrahmanya Bhatarar.
Hence the rock shrines, found inside the temple, may also

be dated to 'a period not later than the middle of the ninth
century A.D. although the possibility of a much earlier date
cannot be ruled out altogether. As the mode of excavating
rocks had oecome obsolete by the tenth century A.D. the

' Valli's cave as well as the cave cell at Manappadu are also

assignable to a psriod not later than the tenth century a.D.

87. SII., Vol.XIV, No.164; also Ep. Ind., Vol.XXI, pp.10l-116.



