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Ugurr

*** The Nattukottai Chetties are said to have come over to
these parts from Kaveripoompattinam, a village at the
mouth of river Kaveri. They are said to have been
patronised by the Chola Kings and to have enjoyed the
honour of placing the crown onthe head of every
Chola King at the time of his installation. The story
that is given to account for their emigration is that a
Chola King wanted to commit an outrage on a Chetti
woman and the Chetties therefore left the Chola land in
a body and settled to the South of river Vellar, the
Southern boundary of the Chola Kingdom, vowing
never to permit their women to cross the Vellar and get
into the Chola land again. A different account is given
however by Mr. EDGAR THURSTON according to
whom, a Pandiya King named SOUNDARAPANDIYAN
is said to have asked the Chola King to induce some of
the vaisyas in his land to settle down in the Pandiya
territory and allowed them to settle in the back of
country North of Vaigai East of Piranmalai and South
of Vellar.
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also been leaders in business and banking, especially from

1. An article ‘The Ancient History of Nagarathars’ by
Dr.V.SP. Maneickam - Collected Papers - Published
by him in 1978.

21 “The Nagarathars of south india’" Dr S. Chandra-
sekaran published by Macmillan company of India
Ltd., in 1980.
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ancient times. The word ‘Chetty’ is derived from the Sanskrit
'shresty’, leader of merchant guild. The common appelation,
‘seth’ is also derived from ‘shreshti’. The Madras chettys have
not only played an important partin south India, but they
have spread out all over Burma, even in the remote villages"
(Discovery of India by Pantit Jawaharlal Nehru - page 351).
Thus Chetty in the south and seth (or sethji, a common
denominator for rich merchants) in North India are popularly
held to be derived from the sanskrit ‘shreshta’, meaning
great or prominent,’”
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