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Bala:-

Selvan: -

Bala: -

Selvan:

Bala:-

Selvan:

Selvan, what are you doing?

We
I’m

I’m cleaning up the bunker.
don’t need it any more.
thinking of closing it.

Why do you say that?

Negotiations are going on between
the Sri Lankan Government and the
LTTE. We will soon have a solu-
tion to all our problems.

Don’t be in a hurry. You had
better wait and see what happens
at the negotiating table. We are
only at the initial stage of this
whole process of negotiations.

But we are now enjoying a peace-
ful situation after the declaration
of the cessation of hostilities.
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Bala:-

Selvan:-

Bala:-

Selvan.-

Bala:-

Selvan:-

The ceasefire is only onc part of
the story. How long it last an.can-
ds on the future developments.

Oh! Don’t be such a pessimist.
You are always looking on the
gloomy side of things.

Don’t say that! Iam only trying
to be a realist. Don’t you know
the history of our struggle? On
so many occasions the Sri Lankan
Government has not lived up to
its promises!

What makes you think that hence
won’t be a permanent solution this
time?

You seem to be confused about
the main issue. The ceasefire is
one thing, and the permanent
solution to the long standing prob-
lem between the Tamils and the
Sri Lankan Government, is another.

I know very well we have a long

history of conflict, and that the ethnic
3@653,_ is a very deep and com-
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~ " plicated one. But how. “long can

Bala:-

Selvan.-

Bala:-

Selvan: -

we go on like this? Can’t we be
satisfied with the lifting of the
economic blockade?

What are you talking about?
The economic embargo is not yet
fully lifted. The ban on Fishing
is not lifted. People can’t g0

fishing freely. The pathway from

Jatfna peninsula to the main land
is not opened.

Yes! There are so many issues
yet to be resolved,

That’s right . A peaceful environ-
ment is good for the people and
Creates a cordial condition for nego
tiations.But a permanent solution
to our problem should reflect the
depth of the sacrifices we have
already made.

Of course, you are petfectly correct .
Our basic principles and aspirations
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Bala:-

Selvan:-

Bala: -

have to be guaranteed. But then,
perhaps, the Sri Lankan government
may reject our demands, and once
again opt for a military solution!

Yes, we should be prepared for
any such eventuality. The way the
negotiations are dragging on it is not
a good sign. Unfortunately the
Government seems to be under the
influence of the army leadership.

I quite agree with you. Perhaps
I shouldn’t be in such hurry to
close the bunker. We should not
forget our past experience with
the Indian peace - Keeping Force
(IPKF) When they came here, eve-
ryone was in a state of euphoria
and started closing their bunkers!

That’s right, I'm glad you have a —

good memory.
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