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An Open Lettor to the Binhala Reople

The government of President Ranasinghe Prenadasa seeks to mislead tho
Sinhala massep inLO believing that the’ Tamil national struggle, led by
L\e LTTE, is somehow directed against Lie ginhala people, :

But, nothing c¢an be further from the ' truth than to suggoest that the
Tamil national struggle 18 Airected against the ginhale people. On the
contrary, our liberation stru?glc 15 the armed struggle of an opprersed
people againse the tyranny © W

*hem, We seek to liberate o¢ur homsland from the clutohes of ¢
oppressive Sri Lankan state and 1ts arny of occupation and we @oek to
gecure our inalisnable right Lo sclf determination. We have ne hatred
_towards the Binhala pecple., It is one of the fundamental prinuiples of
our struggle that we respect and gafeguard the rights of ‘svery
individusl, ivrespective of oroed, religion, sex Or ethnic origin,

we axe opposed to all forms of domination - internal or external . We
have slready proved our independence by battling with the foreign
intruders into our country in the previous two phases of ouvr liberation
struggle. The third phase o©f our seruzgle will bring victory and the
Liperation of our nation., We are committed to national libsration and
to demooracy.

fhe ginhiala people should xknow thut the so called state alded
‘colonigavion schemws' wllhlu Tamil apsan havo nothing to dAn with
solving landlessness awmeng the ginhala poor. The real aim of the &ri
Lankan government is (o use the gettlers comelimes aE & puffeyr, and
somelimes as a cutting edge, in its war of aggression againgt the Tamil
nation. 7The additional longer tergm purpose of these ‘c¢olonisation
sohemes’ 18 to change the demegraphy of the Tamil homeland and in this
way make the Tamils a manageahle minority in thelir own land.

The Sri Lankan government has systematiually armed these gettlgre=~sone
of them &x conviets - and often uses ithsm to attack Tawmi) villagere in
the surrounding areas. Such actions, together with the brutality of the
operations of the regular Sri Lankan army, have led oul fighters to
engage these armed selilswes, with 00NCOQUONOGE which, aomatimas, have
psen admittedly unfortunate and countex productive to our caume. Both
you and we, are well aware of the ways in whi¢h the government uses
cuch incidencs 4in $ts attempt to Whip up finhala ohauvinism. But,
however restrained we may be, those ungagements with armed sgettlers
will continue Lo bhe* necegsary until tne armed threat posed Dby them is,
at least, vreduoced,
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However, the Sri Lankan govornment nas adopted the diapolic strategy of
inoreasingly militarising the ‘celonisation schemes”’ . It weoks to
sxploit the Sinhala poor by arming them in such gsettlements, and using
them as expendable pawns 1n 1ts War of aggression against the Tamil
Nation, If our objective was Lo annihilate all Sinhals settlors as the
governmont would wish the Binhala people to believe, it would nhot have
heen difficult te have done so. But unlike the Sri Lankan regime we &re¢
not chauvinisis. We are revelutionaries leading a historic and
progregpive struggle for national likaeration. We repeat: we have ne
hatred towards the Binhala psople. We appeal to the Binhala peor net
to become pawne in the ‘colonipation schemes’ whioch have heen carefully
designod hy Sinhala chauvinigtic forces to sow the geads of digcord and
crea§a sverlasting enmily betweoh the Tamil people and the Einhals
peopl e,

The prolongation of this war of aggrespion and the spread of anti LTTE
and anti Tamil sentimente are the ‘trump card’ used by the Sri Lanker
governmgnt to maintain and conkolidate its oppressive rule ~over the
Sinhala masses. The government gesks to ‘biind fold’ the Binhals
napges with a pervasive form of raciem 50 that it may cgontinue to rule
and exploit them. 4

We view the oppressed Sinhala people as our sllies and we call upon ou:
Sinnala breotheirs and sisters IO ioin fn the strugqgle against & regime
which in the name of demoocracy has been ozuthless in denying eve:
democratic right.te the peoples which it geeks to ruls. We appeal t
all {he progressive forces in the Tamil and Sinhala nations Lo join |
the fight to dismantle a fapcist and chauvinist regime and pave the wa
for liberation, true demoeracy, and a free and fruitful associatio
between two frse nations.

Central Conmmittpe
Liberation Tagers of Tamil felai,

released by LTTE Internations

(English translation of LTTE T
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